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Tins volume is the third of the series belonging to the 
' Fauna of British India 7 that has been published in the 
course of the present year. Of the two preceding volumes, 
containing the 'Pishes/ the first appeared in July and the 
second in September. 

Birds, which form the subject of the present volume, and 
which it is proposed to complete in two more, arc not only 
the most familiar and, in many respects, the most interesting 
class of the Vertebrata, but they arc in India represented by 
the largest number of known species. 

The hope expressed, in the Introduction to the ' Mammalia 5 
of the present series, that Mr. Oates would undertake the 
'Birds/ has been fulfilled, and I think that Indian orni- 
thologists arc to be congratulated on the fact. Had not 
Mr. Oates come from India and devoted his furlough to the 
task, much delay would have been caused and the work, 
in all likelihood, much less completely executed, as I should 
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probably bare been, compelled to write the greater part, if 
not the whole, myself. 

The number of species of birds to be described in the three 
volumes, of which this is the first, exceeds those enumerated 
in Jer don’s ‘ Birds of India ’ by more than one-half, chiefly 
because Jerdon omitted the species inhabiting Ceylon, Sind 
west of the Indus, the Western Punjab, Ilazara, the Cpper 
Indus valley north and north-west of Kashmir, Assam, Burma 
and the intermediate countries (such as the Cisiro, Khdsi, 
and Naga hills, Chittagong, Sylhct, Caehar, and Manipur), 
together with the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, ail of which 
are comprised within the limits of British India as accepted 
in the present publication. A large number of additional 
species have also been recorded, since Jordon’s work was 
published, from Sind, the Punjab, the North-western Pro- 
vinces, Raj put ana, and the Western Himalayas, the fauna 
of all of which has become better known within the last 
25 years. The additional species from the Peninsula are 
far less numerous. 

No branch of Zoology has, in India, attracted' so much 
attention or enlisted the services of so many observers as 
Ornithology; and there is probably no division of Indian 
biological science, not even Botany, on which so much has 
been written and of which our present knowledge is so far 
advanced. Par more is known about the nomenclature, 
distribution, and habits of birds than about those of mammals, 
reptiles, or fishes. Within the last ton years some good local 
faunas have been written, foremost amongst these being 
Legge’s f Birds of Ceylon’ and Oates’s f Birds of Burrnah/ 
A periodical work with the somewhat eccentric title of 
* Stray Feathers,’ devoted entirely to Ornithology, flourished 
for several years under the energetic guidance of Mr. AUau 
Hume, and within the last 18 months a valuable addition has 
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bccu made to the volumes already published. But, above all, 
Mr. Ilumo brought together, chiefly in about ten years (from 
1872 to 1882), a collection of Indian birds from all parts of 
the country far superior to any ever before accumulated; 
indeed it is doubtful whether an equally complete collection 
has ever before been made, from a similar area, in any branch 
of Zoology or Botany. The whole of this collection, 
amounting to 60,000 skins, besides a very large number 
of nests and eggs, has now been presented by Mr. Hume 
to the British Museum ; and as the same building contains 
the collections of Colonel Sykes, the Marquis of Tweeddale 
(Viscount Walden), Mr. Gould, and, above all, of Mr. 
Hodgson, the opportunities now offered for the study of 
Indian birds in London arc far superior to those that have 
ever been presented to students in India. Every facility has 
been afforded to Mr. Oates by the officers of the British 
Museum for studying the superb series of Indian birds now 
in the National Collection. 

It must be left to naturalists in India to judge how far 
Mr. Oates has succeeded in accomplishing the task that he 
has undertaken. This task, though greatly facilitated by 
the collected specimens and information, is still far from easy ; 
for, in works like the present, it is not sufficient to have 
access to the necessary data, the facts known require to be 
so arranged as to be easily understood and available for 
ready reference. I £ the present work complies with these 
conditions, it is to be hoped that the study of Ornithology 
not only in India, hut throughout the Oriental Region, may 
benefit as much as it unquestionably did by the appearance 
of Jordon's ‘ Birds of India.' 

In one respect the volume now published falls short of the 
work just named. The limits assigned to the number and 
size of the volumes in the ‘ Fauna of British India,’ — limits 
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principally been engaged in working out the birds of the 
Asiatic continent and islands was included by Mr. R. B. 
Sharpe in his Introduction to Gould's ‘Birds of Asia.' 
This “ Introduction ” was reprinted in ‘ The Ibis ' for 1884', 
p. 49. Amongst the contributions to the ornithology of 
India since the appearance of Jerdon's ‘Birds of India' 
some of the principal are : — (1) Blyth's commentary on 
Jerdon in ‘The Ibis' for 1866 and 1867, his ornithology 
of Ceylon (Ibis, 1867), and his posthumous list of the 
Birds of Burma, published, with additions by Viscount 
Walden, as an extra number to the Journal of the Asiatic 


Society of Bengal for 1875 ; (2) Jerdon’s supplementary 
notes (Ibis, 1871 and 1872); (8) papers by the Marquis 
of Tweeddale (Viscount Walden), Major-Wardlaw Kamsay, 
Colonel J. Biddulph, and Messrs. A. Anderson, H, J. Elwcs, 
R. C. Beavan, J. Scully, and R. B. Sharpe in ‘The Ibis' 


and the ‘Proceedings' of the Zoological Society; (4) 
contributions by F. Stoliczka, H. H. Godwin-Austen, 
W. E. Brooks, V. Ball, G. King, A. C. McMaster, and 
the present writer to the Journal and Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal ; (5) Hume’s ‘ Scrap Book,' ‘ Nests 
and Eggs,' ‘ Lahore to Yarkand ' (in part by Dr. Henderson), 
and ‘Game Birds' (written in conjunction with Colonels 
C. H. T. and G. F. L. Marshall) ; (6) Legge’s ‘ Birds of 
Ceylon,’ Oates's ‘ Birds of Burmah,' J. Anderson's ‘Zoological 
Results of the Yunnan Expeditions,' Barnes's ‘ Birds of Bom- 
bay,' Murray's ‘Vertebrate Zoology of Sind’ and ‘Avifauna 
of British India;' and above all (7) the eleven volumes of 
Stray Feathers.' Of all the pages in the latter the larger 
number are by Mr. Hume himself, the other more important 
Indian contributors being Messrs. R. M. Adam, J. Aitkeu 
A. Anderson, J. Armstrong, V. Ball, H. E. Barnes, C T 
Bingham, W. H. Brooks, E. A. Butler, Cock, J. R. Cripps, 
J. Davidson and Wenden, W. Davison, S. B. Doig, S B 
Faixbank, J. A. Gammie, J. Inglis, W. V. Legge C H T 
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and G. F. L. Marshall, B. W. Oates, G. "Reid, J. Scully, 
and G. W. Yidal ; there are also some papers from European 
ornithologists, especially Messrs. R. B. Sharpe and J. H. 
Gurney. An important aid to ornithology in general has 
been furnished by the British Museum Catalogue of Birds, 
written by Messrs. R. B. Sharpe, by whom the greater part has 
been contributed, H. Seebohm, H. Gadow, and P. L. Sclater. 
Some valuable contributions to the ornithology of Burma, 
founded on the collections made by Mr. Fea, have lately been 
published by Count T. Salvadori in the e Annali del Museo 
Civico, Genoa/ 

Hitherto the progress of Indian ornithology may be divided 
into two periods ; the first of which, ending with the publi- 
cation of Jerdon's work, was especially signalized by the 
labours of Hodgson, Jerdon, and Blyth, whilst in the more 
recent period the dominant figure has been Mr. Hume. 

The addition to the present work of any anatomical details 
beyond those that are essential for classification would involve 
too great a demand upon the limited space available. An 
excellent sketch by Prof. W. K. Parker will be found in the 
last (ninth) edition of the f Encyclopaedia Britannica/ under 
the article “ Birds 33 ' (vol. iii, p. 699). A general account 
of the osteology by Mr. R. Lydekker was published at the 
beginning of the eighth volume of c Stray Feathers/ For 
moire complete descriptions the student may turn to Bronn's 
' Klassen und Ordnungen des Thier-reichs ; Aves/ by Selenka 
and Gadow. Numerous details will also be found in papers 
by Garrod and Forbes in the ‘ Proceedings 3 of the Zoological 
Society; and a work in two large quarto volumes, by 
M. Fiirbriuger, has recently been published in Amsterdam. 
A diagram showing the terms applied to parts of the plumage 
will be found on page xi. 


The division of the class Aves into orders will be discussed 
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by Mr. Oates in the third volume, and a list of the works 
referred to in the synonymy will be added at the same time. 
The author will defer to the same opportunity any general 
remarks which he may find necessary. 

With the present volume half of the proposed work on the 
Vertebrate Fauna of British India is completed, three and a 
half volumes having now appeared out of seven. Of the 
remaining volumes, one on Reptilia and Batrachia, by Mr. G. 
A. Boulenger, is ready for the press, and will be the next 
for publication, and it is hoped that a second volume of Birds 
and perhaps the remaining half-volume of Mammals will 
also be published in the course of 1890. 

W. T. BLANFORD. 

December, 1889, 



Diagram of A Bird, to illustrate the terminology of the plumage and limbs. 


1. Forehead. 

2. Crown. 

3. Nape or occiput 

4. Lores (space in front of eye). 

5. Supercilium. 

6. Cheeks. 

7. Ear-coverts. 

8. Upper mandible or maxilla. 

9. Lower mandible. 

10. Oulmen or upper profile of 

maxilla. 

11. Commissure or line of junction 

of the two mandibles. 

12. Riotal bristles or vibrissa. 

13. Chin, 

14. Throat. 

15. Breast. 

16. Abdomen. 

17. Back. 

18. Rump. 


19. Scapulars. 

20. Primaries (the earlier or outer- 

most 9 or 10 quills of the wing). 

21. Secondaries (wing-quills springing 

from the radius and ulna). 

22. Tertiaries. 

23. Lesser wing-coverts. 

24. Median wing-coverts. 

25. Greater wing-coverts. 

26. Primary wing-coverts. 

27. Winglet or bastard -wing. 

28. Upper tail-coverts. 

29. Tail-feathers or rectrices. 

30. Under tail-coverts. 

31. Tarsus. 

32. Hind toe or first toe or hallux. 

33. Inner or second toe. 

34. Middle or third toe. 

35. Outer or fourth toe. 
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Flanks or sides of body are the parts approximately covered 
by the closed wing. 

Axillaries, are the lengthened feathers springing from the 
axilla or region beneath the base of the wing. 

Supplementary bristles or hairs are those springing from the 
side of the forehead in front of the rictal bristles. 

Naral bristles or hairs are those springing from the front of 
the forehead and covering the nostrils. 


The measurements in this work are invariably in English 
inches and decimals, and are taken thus : — 

Length . — The distance from the tip of the bill to the tip of 
the longest tail-feather, unless otherwise stated. 

Tail . — The distance from the root of the tail, generally 
indicated both in the fresh and dried state by the 
presence of a piece of flesh on the underside, to the 
tip of the longest feather. 

Wing . — The greatest distance from the bend of the wing 
to the tip of the longest primary, measured straight. 
When the wing is curved, it is flattened out for the 
purpose of measurement. 

Tarsus . — The distance from the centre of articulation of 
the tarsus with the tibia to the base of the middle toe. 

Bill . — The distance from the angle of the gape to the tip, 
measured straight. 
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AYES. 


Birds are warm-blooded vertebrate animals, oviparous, and covered 
with feathers. The anterior limbs are modified into wings. The 
skull articulates with the vertebral column by a single occipital 
condyle, and the jaw is connected with the skull by the interven- 
tion of a quadrate bone. The heart consists of four chambers, 
two auricles and two ventricles, and the right and left sides are 
completely separated from one another. There is only one aortic 
arch, the right. 

It is usual to divide all living birds into two great subclasses, 
which are diagnosed from each other by the shape of the sternum. 
In one subclass, the Carinataz , the sternum is typically provided 
with a keel ; in the other, the Ratitce, the keel of the sternum is 
absent. 

Although this primary division of birds is convenient in many 
ways, yet there are exceptions to its application which render a 
classification based on the shape of the sternum of doubtful utility. 
Some birds which from other points of view are undoubtedly 
Car incites have the keel of the sternum little, if at all, developed. 

I prefer therefore to divide birds at once into groups which I 
shall term Orders, and in doing so I shall avail myself of the recent 
studies of Mr. Seebohm. This gentleman, partly by independent 
osteological investigations of his own, and partly by utilizing the 
discoveries of other workers in the same or similar fields, has, with- 
out disturbing the usually accepted classification of birds to any 
great degree, arrived at an arrangement which possesses the merit 
of being precise and clear, so far as the materials at his disposal 
have enabled him to be so. He has, moreover, diagnosed the 
different Orders by characters which the least skilful can easily 
investigate and discover for themselves. 

Mr. Seebohm divides birds into several large groups which he 
terms Orders, and these again into suborders which are equal to 
the groups which I, in accordance with the usual practice, prefer to 
call Orders. I do not propose to treat of the distinctions between 
the different Orders here, but to deal with them at the end of this 
work, as I gather from Mr. Seebohm that he contemplates a revi- 
sion of them. The period of two years which, moreover, must 
elapse before the present work is completed cannot fail to be pro- 
ductive of much additional information and improvement with 
respect to the classification of birds. 
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Order I. PASSERES. 


The deep plantar tendons passerine ; palate segithognathous. 

The above two characters in combination suffice to separate a 
passerine bird from all others. 

The deep plantar tendons are the muscles which run down the 
leg of a bird and move the toes. There are several types or forms 
of these muscles. The late Professor Grarrod thus writes about 
them : — 

“ In birds generally, whatever the number of their toes, there 
are two muscles whose fleshy bellies are situated in the leg proper 
(that is, between the knee and the ankle), deep, and just behind 
the tibia. These muscles arise, one from almost the whole of the 
posterior surface of the tibia and from the fibula, in a bipenniform 
manner, and the other from the inferior surface of the horizontal 
femur just behind the outer genual articular condyle. The former 
is termed the flexor perforans digitorum pedis, because its terminal 
tendons perforate those of the more superficial flexors on their 
way to the ungual phalanges of their respective toes ; and the latter 
is termed the fleocor longus hcillucis, because there is generally a 
shorter muscle to the same digit. 

“ These two muscles descend to the ankle (the joint between 
the tibio-tarsus and the tarso-metatarsus) side by side ; they run 
behind it, in the fibro-cartilaginous or osseous mass which, in 
birds, is always found at the posterior part of the upper end of 
the tarso-metatarse, in two canals, deeper than any of the other 
flexor tendons ; and in these canals there is always a definite 
relation between them. Sometimes the tendons are side by side ; 
and then it is always that of th & flexor longus Tiallucis which is the 
external of the two, the osseous vertical ridge, which is nearly 
always seen in the dry bone, separating them. Sometimes, how- 
ever, one is superficial or, in other words, posterior to the other. 
When this is the case, it is always the flexor perforans digitorum 
which is the deeper. In the Swifts, for instance, th flexor longus 
halluds quite covers the flexor perforans digitorum ; but in most 
Parrots, as may be seen by the disposition of the osseous ^ al p in 
the dry tarso-metatarse, that for the former muscle is external as 
well as superficial, only partially covering it. 

“ These relations are constant, and must be always borne in 
mind in all attempts to identify the muscles. Prom these it can 
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be inferred, as is verified by dissection, that the tendon of the 
flexor longus hallueis crosses its companion superficially on its way 
from the ankle to its insertion in the hallux. 

“ Just before, or just at the commencement of, the sole of the 
bird’s foot (near the joint between the metatarsus and the 
phalanges) these two tendons generally split up to supply the 
toes.” 

The manner in which these tendons serve the toes and their 
relation to each other, when combined with other characters, are 
of the greatest service in diagnosing the various orders of birds. 

The deep plantar tendons are said to be passerine when the 
flexor perforans digitorum serves the three front toes and the 
flexor longus Tiallucis serves the hind toe, both tendons being 
perfectly disconnected in such a manner that the hind toe is 
separately movable from the front toes. This formation is shown 
in the accompanying sketch : — 



Sketch showing the arrangement of the deep plantar tendons in a 
passerine bird. . (From P. Z. S. 187fi 3 p. 347.) 

The determination of the character of the deep plantar tendons 
in a freshly-killed bird is very easy. In a dried state the tarsus 
and toes must be macerated in water until soft, when the tendons 
can be dissected without difficulty. 

b 2 
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PASSERES. 


The palate of a bird is termed aegithognathous when the vomer 
is broad and blunt and disconnected from the maxillo-palatines, 
which are separated from each other by a considerable interval. 
The principal bones in the palate of a bird are shown in the 
accompanying sketch of the skull of a Raven, which has the palate 
segithognathous. 



Under view of the skull of a Raven, vo, vomer; msep, maxillo-palatine 
pteryS ° id; ® quadrate ; b.sph, basi-sphenoid ; 


The determination of a passerine bird, as before stated, rests on 
the association together of the above two characters. 
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The order Passeres contains about half the total number of 
living birds, or somewhat more than 6000 species. Of these nearly 
1000, or one sixth of the number, are found within the limits of 
the Indian Empire, either as residents or as seasonal visitors. 

The primary division of the Passeres into two large groups is 
based on the mode of attachment of the muscles of the syrinx, 
and may be thus expressed : — 

Birds in which the intrinsic muscles of the syrinx 
are fixed to the ends of the bronchial semi- 


rings Acromyodi. 

Birds in which the intrinsic muscles of the syrinx 
are fixed to the middle of the bronchial semi- 
rings Mesomyodi. 


The Acromyodi have the muscles of the syrinx complex and 
consisting of numerous pairs. The Mesomyodi have the muscles 
simple, consisting in many cases of only one pair. 



Syrinx of a Magpie *, showing the Acromyodian attachment of the intrinsic 
muscles at the ends of the bronchial semi-rings. The left-hand figure is a side 
view and the' right-hand figure a dorsal'view of the syrinx. The membranous 
parts between - the bronchial semi-rings and the'" internal tympaniform mem- 
brane are dotted ; ii, hi are the second and third bronchial semi-rings ; T.i, the 
internal tympaniform membrane; si, the muscle from, the side of the trachea 
to the upper end of the clavicle ; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 the syringeal muscles ; there 
is a f ,7th, which is hidden by the 6th ; the 4th is hidden below and between 
the' 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 


* 1 am indebted to my friend Dr. Hans Gl-adow for this original drawing of 
the syrinx of a Magpie. 
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Syrinx of Pitta migolends (after Grarrod, P. Z. S. 1876, pi. liii), showing the 
Mesomyodian attachment of the intrinsic muscles at the middle of the bron- 
chial semi-rings. There is only a single pair of bronchial muscles, continued 
down from the sides of the windpipe, insignificant in size, quite lateral, and 
terminating by being inserted into the middle of the outer surface of the 
second bronchial semi -ring. 

All the Passeres of the Old World belong to the Acromyodian 
group with the exception of three small families, viz. the PJiile- 
pittidce from Madagascar, the Xeniciclce from New Zealand, and 
the Pittidce from India, the Oriental, ^Ethiopian, and Australian 
regions. The Eurylcemidce , frequently associated with these Meso- 
myodian Passeres, I propose to elevate to the rank of an Order. 

It follows from the above that all the Indian Passeres, with the 
exception of the Pittidce , belong to the Acromyodian group. 

The Mesomyodi may therefore be dismissed from further con- 
sideration with the remark that they are divided into two groups : 
the Oligomyodce , with the lower end of the trachea unmodified ; 
and the Tracheophonce , with the lower end ol the trachea modified 
to form an organ of voice. The Pittidce fall into the first group, 
as do also the Philepittidce and Xenicidce. The remainder of the 
Oligomyodce and the whole of the Tracheophonce occur only in the 
New World. 

No success has attended the efforts of anatomists to subdivide 
the Acromyodi into two or more groups by internal characters, 
and no two naturalists agree in the arrangement and extent of the 
families of this difficult group. In drawing up the annexed 
scheme of the families that occur in India I have endeavoured to 
avail myself of those characters which appear to be constant and 
easy of examination. 

A very useful character to be employed in determining the 
position of a bird is the number of primaries in the wing ; but 
before this can be used with absolute precision, it is necessary to 
eliminate by other characters those families some of the members 
of which possess nine primaries and others ten. Such families 
are the Dkceidce and Alaudidce. 
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The JDieceidce , without a single exception, possess serrations on 
the margins of both mandibles for about a third of their length 
from the tip. These serrations are seldom visible without a lens 
and a white background, but with these aids they are plainly 
discernible. 

The Alaudidce differ from all the other Aeromyodi in having the 
hinder part of the tarsus scutellated or divided transversely into 
shields or scales. The ordinary bilaminated (longitudinally) and 
smooth condition of the bind tarsus is shown in fig. 5, p. T8, the 
tarsus of a Crow; the tarsus of a Lark will be figured in its 
proper place. 

Having eliminated these two families, all the other Aeromyodi 
may be divided into two groups, the one possessing nine pri- 
maries and the other ten. There is some difficulty in counting 
the number of primaries, or quill-feathers attached to the manus, 
in the wing of a bird ; but this can be overcome by the student 
hearing in mind that, in the Aeromyodi, there are ten primaries 
when the first is rudimentary or notably small and nine when 
the first is fully formed and reaches nearly, if not quite, to the 
tip of the wing. 

The nine-primaried Passeres of India form three families which 
are well differentiated. 

The ten-primaried Passeres constitute a large assemblage of 
birds. The Nectariniidce may be divided off by the tubular tongue 
and the Ploceidce by the position of the nostrils ; but the remain- 
ing birds form a group which is so homogeneous that it seems 
impossible to divide them into families by structural characters. 

Under these circumstances my attention was drawn to the 
characteristic plumage of the nestling, and I have found the use 
of this character highly satisfactory. In the magnificent collection 
of birds now contained in the British Museum young birds and 
nestlings are sufficiently represented to render a classification on 
this basis feasible. The young of some species, however, are 
wanting in the collection, and these species may not in every case 
have been relegated to their proper families, but such birds 
are few. 

The nestling plumage of the ten-primaried Passeres seems to be 
of five types. In the first the nestling resembles the adult female ; 
in the second the nestling resembles the adult female, but is more 
brightly coloured and generally suffused with yellow ; in the third 
the nestling is cross-barred; in the fourth it is streaked, and in 
the fifth and last mottled or squamated *. 

Before it is possible, therefore, to make use of the annexed scheme 
of the classification of the families of the Passeres and to place a 
bird in its proper family, a knowledge of the plumage of the nest- 

* Mr. ISeebohm, in the fifth volume of the British Museum Catalogue, made 
use of the character of the plumage in the nestling to separate the Syhiines 
from the Tur dines, but restricted the application of this character to the more 
typical genera. 
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ling is necessary. This is not so difficult as might at first sight 
appear. A series of a dozen skins of a species will generally 
contain a specimen which will furnish some hint as to the plumage 
of the immature bird. If, in such a series, all the specimens be 
absolutely alike, sex for sex, then it may be inferred that the young 
bird resembles the adult. If, on the other hand, one specimen 
differs from the others in possessing characteristic marks, such as 
bars, streaks, or mottlings, or in being more brightly coloured than 
the others, whilst preserving the same pattern of colour, a conclu- 
sion may be drawn from such a circumstance sufficient to allow of 
the species being placed in its appropriate place. It is to be hoped 
that the student in India when collecting specimens will recognize 
the importance of securing young birds and thus work out for 
himself the position and affinities of every species he meets with. 


Scheme of Indian Passerine Families. 


a. 


( Acromyodi .) The intrinsic muscles of the 
syrinx fixed to the ends of the bronchial 
semi-rings. 

°\ The edges of both the mandibles perfectly 
smooth, except for the presence of a single 
notch in many species. 
a". The binder part of the tarsus longitu- 
dinally bilaminated, the laminae entire 
and smooth. 

a'". Wing with ten primaries ; the first 
notably small. 
a 4 . Tongue non-tubular. 
a 5 . Nostrils always clear of the line 
of the forehead; the space be- 
tween the nostril and the edge 
of the mandible less than the 
space between the nostril and 
culmen. 


« B . Plumage of the nestling re- 
sembling that of the adult 
female, hut paler. 
a 7 . Nostrils completely hidden 
,, J?y fathers and bristles . . Corvid®, vol. i. 
o . Nostrils hare or merely over- 
hung by a few hairs or 
plumelets. 

a 8 . Rictal bristles always 
present. 

a 6 . With 12 rectrices. 

« 10 . Inner and hind toe 

equal . . . Crateropodid®, vol. i. 

b . Inner and hind toe 


very unequal , 
b 9 . With 10 rectrices . 
b 8 . .Rictal bristles absent 


Sittidse, vol. i. 
Dicruridae, vol. i. 
Certhiidae, vol. i. 
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c 7 . Each nostril covered by a 

single stiff feather Regulidae, vol. i. 

b n . Plumage of the nestling re- 
sembling that of the adult 

female but brighter Sylviidae, vol. i. 

c 8 . Plumage of the nestling cross- 

barred ‘ Laniidae, vol, i. 

d Q . Plumage of the nestling 
streaked. 

d 7 . With rictal bristles. 
c 8 . First primary quite half 

the length of second . . Oriolidae, vol. i. 
d 8 , First primary much less 
than half the length of 

second Eulabetidae, vol. i. 

e 7 . Without rictal bristles .... Sturnidae, vol. i. 
e G . Plumage of the nestling mot- 
tled or squamated. 
f. Nostrils more or less covered 

by hairs Muscicapidae, vol. ii. 

g 7 . Nostrils not covered by any 

hairs Turdidae, vol. ii. 

line of the forehead"*; the space 
between the nostril and the edge 
of the mandible greater than the 
space between the nostril and 

the culmen Ploceidae, vol. ii. 

b\ Tongue tubular Nectariniidae, vol. ii. 

S'". Wing with nine primaries, first and 
second nearly equal. 
e*. Bill flat, broad, and notched; the 
longest secondaries reaching to 

the middle of the wing Hirundinidae, yol. ii, 

d 4 . Bill conical, pointed, and entire ; 
the longest secondaries reaching 
to a point midway between the 
. middle of the wing and the tip . . Fringillidae, vol. ii. 
eK Bill long, slender, and notched; 
the longest secondaries reaching 
nearly, or quite, to the tip of the 

wing MotaciUidse, vol. ii. 

b”. The hinder part of the tarsus trans- 
versely scutellated Alaudidae, vol. ii. 

b'. Both mandibles finely and evenly serrated 

on the terminal third of their edges Dicaeidae, vol, ii. 


b. (Mesomyodi) The intrinsic muscles of the 
syrinx fixed at or near the middle of the 
bronchial semi-rings Pittidae, vol, ii. 
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Fig. 1 . — Uro<'i$P(t om pita tit?. 


Family COJLiVlDiE. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings. The edges of both mandibles smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, com- 
posed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing with ten primaries ; 
tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the 
lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper 
edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the nestling like that of the 
adult female, but paler ; nostrils hidden by feathers and bristles ; 
rectrices twelve ; sexes absolutely alike ; an autumn moult only. 
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The Crows are divided into three subfamilies by the following 
characters : — 

The first primary much exceeding half the 
length of the second ; plumage more or 
less glossy and firm ; length of the bill 

considerably more than its depth Corvince , p. 11. 

The first primary never exceeding half the 
length of the second and usually much 
less than half ; plumage firm ; length 
of bill considerably more than its depth . Parince, p. 45. 

The first primary much exceeding half the 
length of the second ; plumage very lax 
and copious ; length of bill usually equal 
to, or less than, its depth, only very occa- 
sionally slightly longer Paradoceornitkince , 

[p. 60. 


Subfamily CORVINiE. 

This subfamily contains the Crows, Magpies, Jays, Nutcrackers, 
and Choughs. All species occurring in India are resident in the 
Empire except the Eook and the Hooded Crow, which are winter 
visitors to the North-west. Their summer-quarters are, however, 
not far off and their migrations are only partial and local. The 
members of the genus Corvus, or the true Crows, are birds of wide 
distribution, but most of the members of the other genera are 
restricted to small areas. 

The Corvince vary a good deal inter se in structure and habits. 
In one or two genera the nostrils are not so completely hidden by 
bristles as in the typical Crows. The majority feed habitually on 
the ground, others are strictly arboreal. They all agree in laying 
four or five spotted eggs ; but their mode of nidification varies ex- 
tremely, some species breeding in holes of trees and cliffs, and 
others, the majority, constructing large nests of sticks and twigs. 
Most of them are omnivorous, but some of the smaller tropical 
species appear to confine their diet to insects. 

The Corvince , as a subfamily, have few characters in common, 
and yet there is no group of birds which is more easily recog- 
nized. 


Key to the Genera . 

a . Nostrils distant from forehead about one 
third length of hill ; naral bristles rigid and 
straight, reaching to about middle of bill; or 
rictal bristles and feathers on front of face 


altogether absent. 

a\ Tail much shorter than wing Corvus, p. 12. 

V . Tail much longer than wing Pica, p. 23. 
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b. Nostrils distant from forehead less than quar- 
ter length of hill ; naral bristles or plumes 
short, never reaching to middle of bill. 
c'. Tail greatly graduated, the outer feathers 
much less than half length of tail. 
d\ Middle tail-feathers of uniform width 
throughout or widening gradually to- 
wards the tip. 

Naral bristles spare, curly, and barely 
concealing nostrils hill red or yel- 
low. 

« 4 . Tail more than twice length of 

wing ; eyelids not wattled 

J 4 . Tail less than twice length of wing ; 

eyelids wattled 

b"\ Naral bristles thick, straight and quite 
concealing the nostrils ; bill black . . 
b'\ Middle tail-feathers suddenly broader 

near the tip 

d\ Tail not much graduated; outer feather 
more than half length of tail, 
c". Graduation of closed tail more than 
length of tarsus; rictal bristles ex- 
tremely long 

d”. Graduation of closed tail less than 
length of tarsus ; rictal bristles mode- 
rate or obsolete. 

e'". Tarsus very distinctly and coarsely 
scutellated. 

c 4 . Bill about half length of head, deep 

and notched 

d 4 . Bill about as long as head, slender, 

not notched 

d"'. Tarsus smooth or with indistinct 
scutellations. 

c 4 . Both mandibles feathered to same 

extent at base 

/*. Lower mandible much less feathered 
at base than upper. 


TJrocissa, p. 25. 
CiSfcSA, p. 28 , 
Dendeocitta, p, 30 . 
Crypsirhina, p. 34. 


Platysmurus, p. 30. 


Gauritlus, p, 37 . 
Nucifuaga, p. 40 

Gr ac ulus, p. 42 . 
Pyrrhocorax, p.44. 


G-enus CORYUS, Linn., 1786# 

The genus Corvus contains the Ravens, Crows, Rooks, and Jack- 
daws. Nine species are found in Tndia, some of them widely 
distributed and well known to all, others confined to the Himar 
layas and the north-west portion of the Empire. 

Corvus has the plumage black throughout or nearly throughout, 
and may be recognized by the position of the nostrils, which are 
placed far forward, about one third the length of the bill from 
the forehead, and are entirely concealed from view by a multitude 
of very stiff, straight bristles that reach the middle of the bill. In 
these characters this genus agrees with the Magpies ; but the latter 
may be separated by the length of the tail, which is very much 
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longer than the wing, and by the shape of the first primary, which 
is figured on p.23. 

The Crows are as a rule resident, but two species visit India 
only in the winter, j 

The Rook forms a partial exception to the general characters 
given above for determining Oorvus . Up to nine months of age it 
has the ordinary stiff bristles over the nostrils, but at that age it 
casts them all off, as well as the feathers on the front part of the 
head. Its appearance in this state is well depicted in the figure 
of the head given on p. 19. 


Key to the Species. 


a . Of larger size ; wing always over 15 inches. 
a'. Hackles of throat long and distinct; 

entire plumage glossy black 

V. Hackles of throat short and not distinct 
or prominent ; head, mantle, and lower 
plumage brown 

b. Of smaller size ; wing rarely reaching or 

exceeding 14 inches. 
c\ Hind neck Jblack like crown. 
a". Lower plumage with little gloss, 
and this blue or green; bill deeper ; 
face always feathered. 
a" r . Plumage intensely black; the 
feathers of the hind neck firm and 
glossy, with distinct, glistening 

shafts 

b" r . Plumage not intensely black; 
feathers of the hind neck soft 
and decomposed, almost gloss- 
less, and their shafts not dis- 
tinguishable from the webs .... 
5". Lower plumage brilliantly glossy at 
all ages, the gloss purple" and lilac ; 
bill slender ; face bare in adults . , 
d\ Hind neck grey or ashy, contrasting 
with the black crown. 
c r/ . Of larger size ; wing over 12 inches. 
d Of smaller size ; wing rarely exceed- 
ing 11 inches. 

c"\ Chin and throat deep black in 
contrast with breast; culmen 
more than 1*6 in. in length and 
well curved. 

a K Hind neck and sides of neck 


of neck 


typically dark grey 

d r ". Chin and throat of much the same 
colour as breast ; culmen under 
1*3 in., and straight 


C. cor ax, p. 14. 


C, umbrinus , p. 15. 


C. corone } p. 16. 


0. macrorhynchus , p. 17. 


C. fruyilegus, p. 18. 


C. cor nix y p. 19. 


C. spZendens, p. 20. 
C. insolenSy p. 21. 

C. monedula , p. 22. 
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1. Corvus corax. The Raven . 

Comis corax, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 155 (1766) ; Btytli, Cat. p. 89 ; 
Horsf. § M. Cat ii, p. 552 ; Jerd. JB. I. ii, p. 293 ; Blanf. J. A. 
S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 68 ; Sharpe, Cat . B . M. iii, p. 14 ; Hume, Cat 
no. 657 : Oates in Hume's N. 4* B. 2nd ed. i, p. 1. 

Oorvus thibetanus, Hodgs. A. M. N. II. (2) iii, p. 203 ( 1849) ; Horsf. 
4 M. Cat ii, p. 553 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 294 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 54 ; Hume, Cat. no. 658. 

Oorvus lawrencii, Hume , Lali. to York. p. 235 (1873) ; id. S. F. i, 
p. 205 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 385 ; Hume, N. fy F. p. 408 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. iii, p. 15 note; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 63; id. Cat no. 
657 bis ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 250. 

The European Raven, The Tibet Raven, J erd. ; Domhalc, JDoda, Hind, 
in the N. W. ; Kargh , Candahar. 



Fig. 2. — A throat-hackle of the Haven of Sikbitn (cc) and of the 
Baven of the Punjab ( b ). 


Coloration. Entirely black, glossed with steel-blue, purple, and 
lilac ; the throat-hackles long and conspicuous. 

Iris brown; bill and legs shining black (Hume Coll.). 

The following are the dimensions of the larger race found in 
the Himalayas : — length 28 inches ; tail 11*5 ; wing up to 19*3 ; 
tarsus 2*7 ; bill from gape 3*2. The smaller race from the plains 
measures: — length about 24; tail 9*5; wing 16*3 to 17*4; tar- 
sus 2*3 ; bill from gape 2*8. 

The Eaven of Tibet, Sikhim, Nepal, and the higher portions of 
the Himalayas is recognizably distinct from the Eaven which is 
found as a permanent resident in Sind, Eajputana, and the Punjab. 
The Alpine race, a dweller in a cold bracing climate, has developed 
into an immense bird somewhat larger than any I have been able 
to pick out from a series of more than 50 Eavens from all parts 
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of the northern hemisphere. The race from the plains of India, on 
the other hand, a dweller in an enervating tropical atmosphere, has 
dwindled down to a size which it is hard to match from the same 
series. Yet between the immense bird of Sikhim and the smallest 
bird of the plains it is by no means difficult to interpolate others 
from Europe and Africa which serve to bridge the difference of 
size. It therefore seems impossible to separate the Ravens of 
the whole world into two or more species. 

If the Ravens of India alone are examined, it is* not difficult to 
assign differential characters to two’ species. Not only is size suffi- 
cient, but the character and shape of the hackles of the throat, which 
I now figure, would suffice to diagnose them. As the matter 
stands, however, I unite them into one species, although I do so 
with considerable hesitation. 

Distribution . The Raven is found throughout the Himalayas at 
altitudes generally of above 14,000 feet. It does not appear to be 
found below this level till the plains of the north-west are reached. 
Here a smaller and dull-coloured race occurs. This race is found 
throughout Sind, the Punjab, Bahawalpur, Bickaneer, the northern 
portions of Jodhpore and Jeypore, extending as far as Sambhar, 
where it appears to be common. In some portions of the above 
area it is said to be migratory and a winter visitor, but in the greater 
portion of the tract it remains to breed. 

The Raven is found in nearly every part of the northern hemi- 
sphere. 

Habits Sfc. The Raven of the Himalayas and the Raven of Europe 
are shy, wary birds, seldom approaching civilized surroundings. 
The Raven of the North-west of India, on the other hand, appears 
to have all the habits of the Common Crow, attending camps and 
villages and going about without fear, but with the usual wariness 
of his tribe. Hume has noticed how a large number of Ravens die 
annually in the autumn on their first arrival in Sind from no 
apparent cause. Blanford informs me that the Sind Raven 
utters a most peculiar bell-like note besides the usual guttural 
cry. 

The Raven of the North-west breeds from December to March. 
It constructs a large nest of sticks near the top of a tree standing 
in a field or in open jungle. The eggs are usually five in number 
and are greenish or pale blue, marked with blackish brown, olive, 
and pale purple. They measure 1-94 by 1'31. 

Mandelli obtained the nest of the Sikhim bird high up towards 
the snows, containing four eggs. The date on which the nest was 
found is not stated. 

2. Corvus umbrinus. The Brown^iecJcecl Haven. 

Corvus umbrinus, Hedenb. Sundev . CEfv. k. Vet.-Akad. Fork. Stockh. 
1838, p. 199; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 17; Hume, S. F. vii, 
p. 120 ; id. Cat. no. 660 his ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 261. 
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. Coloration. Forehead and crown umber-brown, partially glossed 
with purple; nape, hind neck and mantle, sides of the head and 
sides of the neck umber-brown, almost glossless ; remaining upper 
plumage glossy black ; the whole lower plumage blackish brown, 
most of the feathers with umber-brown edges and with a very 
small amount of gloss. 

Bill black ; legs black, with a brownish tinge ; iris dark brown 
(Dresser). 

Length about 22 ; tail 9 ; wing 15*5 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from gape 
2*5. 



Fig. 3. — A throat-hackle of C. umbrinus. 


Distribution. This Haven is a bird of the desert. It has occurred 
a few times within our limits, and I have seen specimens in the 
Hume Collection procured at Jacobabad and Larkhana in Sind in 
January and February. It is probably more common in Mekrun. 
Apart from its coloration it is very distinct from C. corax of the 
Punjab, being very much smaller and having the hackles of the 
throat very much shorter. It extends eastwards to Egypt. 


3. Corvus corone. The Carrion-Crow . 

Corvus corone, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 155(1766) ; Ilorsf. $ M. Cat 
ii, p. 553 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 295 ; Hume, N. <§• E. p. 410 j id. Cat. 
no. 669 ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 570 ; Oates in Hume’s N. E. 
2nded. i, p. 4. 

Corvus pseudocorone, Hume, N. § E. p. 410 (1873). 

Corone corone (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 36. 

Coloration. The entire plumage intense glossy black, the feathers 
of the hind neck firm and with glistening shafts. 

Bill and legs shining black ; iris brown (Dresser). 

Length about 19 ; tail 8 ; wing 12*6 to 14 ; tarsus 2*3 ; bill from 
gape 2-25. 

Distribution . I cannot discover any difference between the only 
two Indian-killed specimens of this species I have seen and 
numerous others from various parts of the world. The Carrion- 
Crow appears to be a resident in Kashmir, where it breeds. It is 
no doubt common enough, but frequently overlooked as a common 
crow. It has not yet been found in any other part of TnfK^_ 
The proper home of this bird is the eastern half of Siberia, from 
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the Yenesay river to the Pacific, hut it is also found in greater 
or less abundance southwards in Turkestan and Kashmir, extend- 
ing into Europe as far as England. 

Habits , £fc. The Carrion-Crow, like the Eaven, is found in the 
wildest parts of the countries it inhabits. It is generally solitary 
and but seldom seen in flocks. Brooks found the nest in Kashmir, 
at Sonamurg, on the 30th May, but he gives no particulars of the 
occurrence. The eggs, which are pale green, spotted and otherwise 
marked with greenish or olive-brown and pale sepia, measure 1*67 
by 1-16. 

4. Corvns macrorhynchus. The Jungle-Crow . 

Corvus macrorhynchus, Wagler , Syst. Av., Corvus, sp. 3 (1827) ; 
Hume, 8. F. v, p. 461 ; Hume , Cat. no. 660 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 3S7 ; 
Barnes , Birds Boni. r*. 250 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 4. 

Corvus levaillantii, Less. Traits, p. 328 (1833) ; Hume , N. $ E. 
p. 411 ; id. 8. F. ii, p. 243 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped. Aves , p. 589. 

Corvus culminatus, Sykes, F. Z. S. 1832, p. 96 ; Horsf. § M. Cat, ii, 
p. 553 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 295 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. iii, p. 20. 

Corvus intermedius, Adams, F. Z. 8. 1859, p. 171 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 297 ; Hume Hendei'8. Lah. to Yarh. p. 237 ; Hume, Cat. no. 661. 

Corvus tenuirostris, Moore , apud Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 297. 

Corvus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan , Ibis, 1866, p.. 420. 

Corone macrorhyncha ( Wagl.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iii, p. 38 ; Legge , 
Birds Ceyl. p. 346. 

Corone levaillanti (Less.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 39. 

Corvus enca, Horsf, apud Hume, Cat . no. 662. 

The Indian Corby, the Black Hill- Crow, the Slend&'-biUed Qroio, Jerd.; 
JDhar or Lhal kowa, Hind, in the North; JDheri-kowa, Hind, in the South; 
Karrial, Hind. ; Dad-kag, Beng. ; Kaki, Tel. ; Kaka, Tam. ; TJlak-pho, 
JLepch. ; Ulah, JBhut. ; Goyegamma-Kaka , Ceyl. 



Fig. 4. — Head of O. macrorhynchus. 


Coloration. Upper plumage glossy black except the bind neck 
and sides of neck, which are almost glossless, and of which the 
feathers are disintegrated and silky, not of the intense black of the 
other parts, and with the shafts not distinguishable from the webs. 
Iris dark brown ; legs, feet, and bill black. 

Length about 19 ; tail 7 to 9 j wing 11 to 14 ; tarsus about 2*2 ; 
bill from forehead to tip 2*2 to 2*5. 
vo L. i. 


o 
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In the British Museum there are about 300 specimens of the 
Jungle-Crow from all parts of India and Burma. An examination 
of this series makes it evident, as Hume has already shown, that 
there is but one species of this large Crow in the Empire. Neither 
by size, structure, nor coloration is it possible to separate the seines 
into two or more species. The smallest birds occur in the North- 
west Himalayas and the largest in the Andamans and Burma, and 
between the two extremes there is a connected chain of intermediate 
specimens. 



Fig. 5. — Foot of C. maerorhynchus. 


Distribution . The Jungle-Crow occurs in every portion of the 
Empire and Ceylon, except the higher parts of the Himalayas, and 
is a resident species. It extends in the same or a modified form 
down to the islands of South-eastern Asia and to China. 

Habits , Sfc* This Crow is not only found in forests and the re- 
moter parts of the jungle, but it also frequents towns and villages 
in considerable numbers. It associates with the ordinary House- 
Crow ; and the two species have precisely the same habits. 

The nesting-season commences in the middle of January, and 
lasts throughout February. The nest, a large structure made of 
twigs and lined with some soft material such as hair or grass, is 
placed near the summit of a tolerably large tree well away from 
human habitations. The eggs, four or five in number, are green 
marked with various shades of* brown, and measure about 3*7 by 3*2. 

5. Corvus frugilegus. The Boole. 

Corvus frugilegus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 156 (1760) ; 1 Myth, Cat p.00: 

Horsf. ty M. Cat ii, p. 557 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 302; Hume, Cat no. 664 : 

Biddulph, Ibis f 1881, p. 77, 1882, p. 28i ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 673 : 

Hume, S. F. x, p. 518. 

Trypanocorax frugilegus (Linn), Sharpe, Cat B. M. iii, p. 9. 
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Coloration . The whole plumage black ; the head, neck, and lower 
plumage richly glossed with purplish blue, the upper plumage 
with violet-purple. 

Bill and feet black ; iris blackish brown {Hume Coll .). 

Length about 19 ; tail 6*5 to 8 ; wing 12 to 13 ; tarsus about 
2-2 ; bill from gape 2*5 to 2*8. 

The nestling is without any gloss at first but quickly assumes it. 
About January, or when the young bird is about nine months old, 
the naral bristles are cast, and by March the front part of the head 
has become entirely denuded of feathers. 



Fig. 6. — Head of C. frugilcgus. 

Distribution . The Book occurs in Kashmir, the Hazdra country 
and the extreme north-west portion of the Punjab in the winter 
The Hume Collection contains birds killed at Abbottabad from Oc- 
tober to Pebruary, and Scully states that this species is common in 
Gilgit from the third week in October to the third week in April. 

The Bopk is found in Central Asia and in Europe, but to the 
east it is replaced by C. joastinator, which has a smaller extent of 
the face denuded of feathers. 

Habits, $c. The Book frequents the better cultivated parts of the 
country in large flocks, feeding in meadows and ploughed land on 
worms, snails and grubs. It does not breed in India. In Europe 
it breeds in large societies, building a nest similar to the Crow’s 
on large trees, 

6. Corvus cornix. The Hooded Crow . 

Corvus cornix, IAnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 156 (1766) ; JBlyth , Cat . i, p. 89 ; 

Hoi'sf. fy M. Cat . ii, p. 553 ; Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 406, 517 ; id . 

Cat. no. 659 bis ; Bidaulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 77. 

Corone comix ( Linn .), Shaiye, Cat B. M. iii, p. 31. 

Coloration . Entire head and neck, the central part of the upper 
breast, the wings, tail, and thighs glossy black ; remainder of the 
plumage drab-grey, the shafts of the upper parts black, those of 
the lower brown. 

o 2 
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Iris brown ; legs, bill, and feet black (Johnson). 

Length 19 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 12*5 ; tarsus 2*2 ; bill from gape 2 
to 2*2* 

Varieties . Three races of Hooded Crow can readily be dis- 
tinguished, and I have seen no specimens showing that any inter- 
breeding takes place between them. The true C . cor nix is found 
in Europe and eastwards as far as the Persian Gulf. The light 
parts of the plumage of this bird are ashy grey. G. capellanus is 
found round the Persian Gulf and in Mesopotamia. In this the 
light parts of the plumage are white with black shafts. The third 
race, which for convenience I shall term G. sharpii , inhabits Siberia, 
Turkestan, Afghanistan, and a portion of India. In this the light 
parts of the plumage are drab-grey. The three races are so distinct 
that any one could separate them at once. 

Distnbution. Occurs in winter in the extreme north-west portion 
of the Punjab, in the Hazara country, and in Gilgit. Biddulph 
observed this species in the last-mentioned place in December, 
January, and February. It extends westward to the head of the 
Persian Gulf and northwards to Siberia, where it appears to inter- 
breed to a considerable extent with C. corone . 

Habits , Sfc. The Hooded Crow has much the same habits as the 
Carrion-Crow, being shy and frequenting the more barren parts of 
the countries it inhabits. In addition to eating the usual food of 
its ally, it is said to feed on grain and to be found in fields searching 
the ground like the Rook. It does not breed in India. 


7. Corvus splendens. The Indian House-Crow. 


Corvus splendens, Vieill. N. Diet . J Ilist. Hat. viii, p. 44 (1817): Bhjtk , 
Cat. p. 90 ; Ilorsf. fy M. Cat . ii, p.559; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 298 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 6G3; Scully, 8 . F. viii, p. 326; Oates , B. B. i, p. 398; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 251 ; Oates in Hume's N. fyE. 2nd ed. i, p. 8, 
Corvus impudiens, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844). 
Anomalocorax impudicus, Hodgs., Gray , Hand-list, ii, p. 14 (1870) ; 
Hume, N. fy E. p. 413. 

Corone splendens (Vieill.), Shaiye, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 33 ; Legge, Birds 


. The Common Indian Crow, Jerd ; ICowa, Pati-Kowa, Desi-Kowa, Hind, 
districts ; Kag or Kah, Beng. ; Manchi Kate, Tel.; Nulla 
Kaka, Tam. ; Karaui-Kaha, Kahum, Ceyl. ; Gray a, Port, in Cevlon ; 
Mycm-KwaJc, Manipur. 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, lores, cheeks, chin, and throat deep 
glossy black ; nape, ear-coverts, the whole neck, upper back, and 
breast light ashy brown; wings, tail, and remainder of upper plu- 
mage glossy black ; lower plumage from the breast dull brownish 
' iii . ers °£ ^e throat are lanceolate ; and the whole 
ot the black portions of the plumage are highly resplendent with 
purple-blue and greenish reflexions. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and bill black. 

Length i7*5 ; tail 7 ; wing up to II ; tarsus 1*9 ; bill from gape 2. 
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The Common Crow of India varies considerably in its coloration 
according to climate. The light parts of the plumage of birds from 
Sind and the dry portions of India are nearly white, whereas birds 
from Ceylon and the more humid portions of the peninsula have 
these parts very dark, nearly as dark as the Burmese species. 

Distribution . Occurs as a resident throughout the whole of India 
from Sind and the Punjab to Assam, ascending the Himalayas to 
about 4000 feet, and down to Ceylon. Prom Assam this Crow 
extends southwards to Manipur and Northern Arrakan, and some- 
where about these parts it must meet the next species. 

Habits , fyc. The Indian House-Crow is the most familiar of all 
Indian birds, being found in every part of the country, but more 
especially in towns and villages, where its numbers are very great 
and its habits obtrusive. It has in a great measure become domes- 
ticated while retaining its wariness. It is eminently sociable, and 
even in wild districts a solitary bird is seldom seen. It breeds 
from May to July in clumps of trees near villages, constructing a 
rough nest of sticks lined with grass and other soft materials. The 
number of eggs varies from four to six, four, however, being the 
usual number. The colour is some shade or other of green or pale 
blue, and the eggs are marked in various ways with sepia, olive- 
brown, and sometimes purple. They measure on the average from 
T44 to 1-06. 

8. Corvus insolens. The Burmese House-Crow, 

Corvus insolens, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 480 (1874), iii, p. 144 ; Wald, in 
Bhfth, Birds Burm. p. 87 ; Oates, S. F. v, p. 159 ; Wardlaw Ram- 
say, Ibis, 1877, p. 459 ; Anders. Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 589 ; 
Hume $ Dav . S. F. vi, p. 380 ; Hume, Cat . no. 663 bis; Oates, 
B . B '. i, p. 899 ; Oates in Hume’s N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 12. 

Corone insolens (Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 34. 

Kyeegan , Burm. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, chin, and throat glossy black; 
back of the neck and its sides dull brown ; ear-coverts and the whole 
lower plumage from the throat dull brownish black ; wings and 
tail and remainder of the plumage deep glossy black. The feathers 
of the throat are lanceolate ; and the whole of the black portions 
of the plumage are highly glossed with purple, blue, and green, 
varying according to the light thrown on them. 

The dimensions are the same as those of C . sjplendens . The 
iris is dark brown ; the legs and bill black. 

Distribution . The whole of Burma except perhaps the northern 
parts of Arrakan and the northern portion of Upper Burma bor- 
dering on Assam and Manipur. To the south the limit appears to 
be Mergui. This species extends into Siam and Cochin China. 

Habits , SfG. The House-Crow of Burma, like its congener in India, 
is extremely abundant in all towns and villages; and even an 
isolated house in the jungle will usually be found to attract a few 
of these birds. 
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The breeding- season commences about the middle of March and 
lasts till the beginning of the rains. These birds almost always breed 
in societies, selecting a group of trees in a compound or near a 
monastery. The nest, made of twigs and lined with hair, grass or 
other soft substances, is placed high up in rather tali trees, and 
the eggs, usually four in number, resemble closely those of the 
preceding species. 


9. Corvus monedula. The Jackdaw . 

Oorvus monedula, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 15G (17GG); Bhjth, Oat . 
p. 90 ; Hume, N. $ B. p. 414 ; id. Cat. no. GGo ; Biddulph, Ibis 
1881, p. 77 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy B. 2nd ed. i, p. 12. 

Corvus collaris, Drummond, A. M. N. 11 xviii, p. 11 (1840). 

Colseus monedula (Linn.), Ilorsf. § M. Cat . ii, p. 0(52 ; Jerd. B . I. ii, 
p. 302 ; Hume Benders. Lah. to Tarlc. p. 239 ; Scully, 8. F. iv, 
p. 158; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 20; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 572. 

Colaous collaris (Drummond), Sharpe. Cat. B. M. iii, p. 27 ; Scull i/* 
Ibis, 1881, p. 572. * 9 J7 



Coloration . Forehead and crown glossy black ; napo and hind 
neck dusky grey ; sides of the head and neck light grey, almost 
white, and forming a half-collar on the posterior portion of the 
side of the neck ; lores blackish ; upper plumage, wings, and tail 
bluish black with a considerable amount of gloss ; chin and cheeks 
black with grey shaft-streaks ; throat and fore neck entirely black; 
remainder of lower plumage slaty black with a very small amount 
of gloss. 

Legs and hill black ; iris nearly white (Dresser). 

Length about 13 ; tail 5*2 ; wing 9*2 ; tarsus 1-7 ; bill from gape 

Jackdaws vary much inter se in the amount and purity of the 
white on the sides of the neck, and I cannot distinguish the race 
which has been separated under the title of C. collaris . A certain 
number of birds can be picked out of a series with the half-collar 
very white and distinct, but others from the same localities are 
typical O. monedula , and there etre intermediate specimens. The 
majority of Indian birds incline towards C. collaris , and that is 
all that can be said in favour of the retention of the name. 
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Distribution . Kashmir and the north-west Punjab. According 
to Hume the Jackdaw is in winter numerous near the foot of the 
hills and has been found as far east as Uinballa and south to 
Eerozepore, Jhelum, and Kalabagh, and it extends into the Dera 
Ghazi Khan District. It appears to be a resident in Kashmir and as 
far east as the valley of the Beas, throughout which tract it breeds 
freely. 

It extends into Europe. 

Habits , fyc. The Jackdaw is most frequently observed in the 
vicinity of cliffs and old buildings, in the holes of which, as wel] as 
in holes of trees, it breeds, constructing a nest of sticks lined 
with soft substances, and laying four to six eggs, which are green 
marked with various shades of brown and purple, and measure 1*4 
by *98. 


Genus PICA, Brisson, 1760. 

Two species of Pica occur in India, one identical with the Eng- 
lish Magpie, the other peculiar to some of the higher parts of the 
Himalayas. 



Fig. 8.— Head of P. rastica ;. 



Pica differs from Corvus in having a long graduated tail and 
a first primary of very peculiar shape. In habits the two genera 
are not very dissimilar. The Magpies are, however, more addicted 
to well-wooded districts ; they are equally wary and they are almost 
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omnivorous. They build large nests of sticks, domed and placed 
in trees or large bushes. 

The two Indian species of Magpies are very distinct from each 
other. The large local Himalayan species has no allies. But the 
smaller Magpie, which is the same as the English one, varies con- 
siderably ever the extensive tract of country it inhabits, chiefly in 
the amount of white on the quills of the wing. 

Key to the Species. 

a . Wing always under 9 inches ; a white or 

ashy band across the rump P. rustica, p. 24. 

b. Wing always over 10 inches ; the rump 

entirely black I\ bottuncnsis, p. 25. 

10. Pica rustica. The May pie. 

Corvus pica, Linn . Syst. Nat. i, p. 157 (1700). 

Corvus rusticus, Scop. Ann. i, p. 38 (1™8). 

Pica media, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 393 (1844) ; id. Cat . p* 91 ; 
Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 551. 

Pica caudata {Bay), Blythy Cat. p. 91 ; Horsf. M. Cat. ii, p. 550. 

Pica tibetana, Hodge. A. M. N. JEC. (2) iii, p. 203 (1849). 

Picabactriana, Bonap. Comp, i, p. 383 (1850) ; Horsf M. Cat. ii, 
p. 550 ; Hume fy Henders. Lab. to Turk. p. 240 ; Ilume, N. § B. 
p. 416 ; Scully , S. F. iv, p. 158. 

Pica leueoptera, Gould, Birds Asia , v, pi. 55 (1862). 

Pica pica {Linn.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 62. 

Pica rustica ( Scop .), Hume , S. F. vii, p. 407 ; Anders. Yunnan 
JExped., Aces, p. 590 ; Hume , Cat. no. <‘>GS bis; Biddulph , Ibis, 
1881, p. 78; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 572 ; Oates in Hume's N. # B. 
2nd ea. i, p. 13. 

Akha, Cabul. 

Coloration . The entire head and neck, the upper plumage, breast, 
thighs, vent, and under tail-coverts black, the rump with a whitish 
or greyish band across ; scapulars, abdomen, and the greater portion 
of the primaries white ; wings brilliantly glossed with blue, and 
the tail with green, lilac and purple. 

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown. 

Length about 20 ; tail up to 12*5 ; wing 7*5 to 8*5 ; tarsus 1*8 
to 2 ; bill at front 1*3. 

With the exception of the amount of white on the primaries I 
cannot feud that the Magpies of Asia differ in any respect from 
those of Europe. The amount of white is very variable and forms 
no character, in my opinion, by which two or more species may be 
recognized. 

Distribution. The Magpie is a permanent resident over a consider- 
able portion of Kashmir, coming down in winter to 5000 feet and 
ascending in summer to about 8000 feet. It occurs, so far as is 
known, in no other part of the Himalayas, but it reappears within 
our limits around Khelat in Baluchistan and also at Bhamo in 
Upper Burma, where both Anderson and my collector procured it 
in the cold weather. 
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This species is spread over a considerable portion of the Northern 
hemisphere. 

Habits , fyc. The Magpie is found in well- wooded parts of the 
country and near cultivation, and is said by Biddulph to be at 
all times common in Kashmir. He found two nests in May in that 
country. The nest is a large domed structure of sticks built in a 
tree or bush, and the eggs, usually five in number, are greenish 
marked with umber and sepia-brown and measure 1*25 by *97. 

11. Pica bottanensis. The Black-i'umped Magpie. 

Pica bottanensis, Deless. Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 100 ; Blyth , Cat. p. 91 ; 
Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 551 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 305 m 3 Hume , 8. F. v, 
p. 281 ; id. Cat. no. 068 ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 293. 

Pica megaloptera, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 193 (1842). 

Pica tibetana, Hodgs. A. M. N. H. (2) iii. p. 203 (1849). 

The Himalayan Magpie , Jerd. 

Coloration. Eesembles P. rustica , but is much larger with a longer 
wing and shorter tail and with the rump entirely black. 

Length about 21 ; tail 11*5 ; wing 10 to 10*5 ; tarsus 2*1 ; 
bill at front 1*4 to 1*6, 

All the species of Pica have a band of white or grey across the 
rump except the present form and P. mauritanica , which is found 
in Spain and N. Africa. Of P. bottanensis there are some thirty 
specimens in the British Museum and they all agree in having 
the rump entirely black, in their large size, short tail, and long 
wing. 

Distribution . The higher parts of Bhutan, Native Sikhim, and 
Chinese Tibet. There is no evidence that P. bottanensis occurs in 
Nepal. There is a skin in the British Museum said to have been 
collected in Kumaon, but I doubt the correctness of this locality. 


Genus UR0CISSA, Cabanis, 1850. 



Fig, 10.— Head of U. occipitalis. 


The genus Urocissa contains a few brightly plumaged Magpies 
which are found in India and China. They differ from the true 
Magpies in having the nostrils, which are covered by rather soft 
plumes, not by stiff bristles, situated near the base of the bill, in 
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/having a longer tail and a bill which is either red or yellow, 
never black. 

The Blue Magpies frequent forest districts, and are not found 
,so often near villages and cultivation as the common Magpie. 
They feed a great deal on the ground, chiefly on large insects. 
They differ remarkably from the species of Pica in not constructing a 
dome over their nests ; otherwise their nesting-habits appear to be 
much the same. 


Key to the Species. 

a . Bill red; nuchal white patch large, reaching 

to the end of the black on the hind neck. ... U. occipitalis, p. 20. 

b. Bill yellow ; nuchal white patch small, not 

reaching to the margin of the black on the 

hind neck U. Jlavirostris, p. 27. 


12. Urocissa occipitalis. The Red-billed Blau Magpie. 

Psilorhinus occipitalis, Blytk , J. A . S. B. xv, p. 27 (1846) ; id. Cat. 
p. 93. 

Psilorhinus magnirostris, Blytk, J . A. S. B. xv, p. 27 (1846) ; id. Cat . 
p. 93. 

Urocissa sinensis ( Linn .), apud Horn/. M. Cat. ii, p. 577 ; Jcrd. 
B. I. ii, p. 309. 

Urocissa occipitalis (31.), Jerd. B. I. App. p. 873 ; Hume, N. # E. 
p. 419; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 70; Hume, Cat no. 671 ; Scully, 
S. F. viii, p. 327 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 400 ; Hume f S. F. xi, p. 258 ; 
Salvadori, Ann . Mus. Civ . Gen . (2) v, p. 018; Oates in J lamps N. 
$ F. 2nd ed. i, p. 14. 

Urocissa magnirostris (BL), Hume , S. F. iii, p. 144 ; Sharpe, Cut. Ii. 
M. iii, p. 71 ; Hume I)av. S. F. vi, p. 385 ; Anders. Yunnan 
Biped., Aves, p. 592 ; Hume , Cut no. 671 bis; Bingham , S. i\ ix, 
p. 191. 

NitrKhant , at Mussoorie ; Digg-dall , at Simla. 

Coloration . Head, neck, and breast black ; a large patch on the 
nape, continued down the back of the neck, white ; some of the 
feathers of the crown also tipped with white; lower plumage 
white tinged with purple ; tail blue, broadly tipped with white, 
and all but the central pair of feathers with a band of black next 
the white tips : wings brown ; the first two primaries edged with 
blue, the next five edged with blue above the margination and with 
bluish white below ; the other primaries and secondaries almost 
entirely blue on the outer web ; the tertiaries blue on both webs ; 
the whole of the quills tipped with white, at first on the outer 
web only and gradually extending to both webs ; back, scapulars, 
and rump purplish blue, the wing-coverts brighter ; upper tail- 
coverts blue tipped with black, and with a band of bluish white 
next the black tips. 

Iris brown, probably turning to red in very old birds ; bill and 
, legs varying from red to crimson ; eyelids greyish white ; claws 
horn-colour ; mouth flesh-colour. 
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Length up to 28 ; tail up to 19 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*9 ; bill from 
gape 1*8. 

In the ‘ Birds of Burmah 9 1 entered fully into the question of the 
identity of U. magnirostris with U. occipitalis , and it is not neces- 
sary now to discuss the subject again. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Nepal. 
I can find no evidence of this bird’s occurrence in Sikhim, Bhutan, dr 
Assam ; but it reappears in the Naga hills, about Bhamo, in Arrakan 
and generally throughout Burma in suitable localities down to Te- 
nasserim. It also extends into Siam. In the Himalayas and the 
hill-ranges of Eastern Bengal it is found at an elevation of 5000 feet 
and higher, but in Burma it occurs at the level of the sea or not 
much above it. It is a permanent resident throughout its range. 

Habits , This Magpie is found in small parties of from three 

to six individuals. It breeds from March to J uly according to locality, 
constructing a solid cup- shaped nest of twigs and branches in trees 
at all heights from the ground. The eggs, three to five in number, 
are like those of Pica rustica in colour and they measure about 
1*3 by *95. 

In Burma this Magpie affects the dry forests which occupy large 
tracts of country in the plains, and not the moister or evergreen 
forests of the hills. 


13. Urocissa flavirostris. The Yellow-billecl Blue Magpie . 

Psilorhinus flavirostris, Myth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 28 (1846) ; id. Cat. 
p. 93. 

Urocissa flavirostris (BL), Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 578 ; Jerd . B. I. 
ii, p. 310 ; Hume ty Henders . Lah. to Yarh, p. 242 ; Hume , N. fy 
JE. p. 419 ; Shai'pe, Cat: B. M. iii, p. 72 ; Hume, Cat. no. 672 ; 
Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 328 ; Oates in Hume 9 8 N. $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 16. 

Urocissa cucnllata, Gould, B, Asia, v, pi. 51 (1861). 

Tying-jongring , Lepch. ; Flanging -jabbring, Bhut. 

Coloration . Head, neck, and breast black, the nape white and the 
feathers of the crown tipped white ; back, scapulars, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts purplish ashy, the last tipped black and with 
a narrow pale band in front of the black; wing-coverts, the 
outer web of the* primaries and secondaries and the whole of the 
tertiaries purplish blue ; all the quills tipped white, the earlier 
primaries whitish on the terminal half of the outer web ; tail blue, 
with a broad white tip and all but the central pair of feathers with 
a subterminal black band ; lower plumage, from the breast down- 
wards, white tinged with purple. 

Bill pale waxy yellow ; iris (in male only) bright yellow ; feet 
bright orange-yellow (Scully). 

Length about 26 ; tail up to 18 ; wing 7’4 ; tarsus 1*8 ; bill from 
gape 1-5. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Ladak and Hazara to Bhutan 
at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet. 
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Habits, SfC. This Magpie, which has the same habits as the last, 
breeds from April to August, building a large nest of twigs and 
roots most commonly in oak trees, up to 30 feet or more from the 
ground. The eggs, usually four in number, are of the Magpie type 
and measure 1*3 by *92. 

There are two Chinese species of Blue Magpies, neither of which, 
however, is likely to occur within the limits of India. 


Genus CISSA, Boie, 1826. 

The genus Ossa contains, among others, two Indian Magpies of 
very beautiful plumage. They differ from the Magpies of the genus 
Urocissa in having a much shorter tail and the eyelids wattled at 
the edges, a feature which is very distinct in life and generally 
visible in some degree in dry skins. 

Jerdon, very properly I think, places this bird between Urocissa and 
Dendrocitta , but wrongly calls it a Jay. I think it may be better 
termed a Magpie, in view of its long tail and bright coloration. 

The Magpies of this genus are forest birds of shy habits, feeding 
a good deal on the ground. In the construction of their nests they 
resemble Urocissa and not Pica . They have red bills. 

Davison has mentioned (S. F. vi, p. 385) how closely the habits 
of these Magpies accord with those of Garrulacc . They are more- 
over closely allied to that genus in structure and form a link between 
the Corvidce and the Crateropodidce . 

Key to the Species. 

a. Head and neck green C . chinemis , p. 28. 

b. Head and neck chestnut Q , omata , p. 29. 


14. Cissa chinensis. The Green Magpie. 

Coracias chinensis, Bodd. Tall Pl. EnL p. 38 (1783). 

Corvus speciosus, Shaw , Gen. ZooL vii, p. 364 (1809). 

Kitta venatorius, Gray in Hardw. 111. Ind. Zool % i, pl. 24 (1832) 

Oissa venatoria, Gray, Blyth , Cat. p. 92. 

Cisaa Smyrna (5ms.), -H orsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 675;Je?-d. B. 1. ii, 
p. 812 ; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109. 

Cissa speciosa (Shaw), Hume, N. $ H. p. 421 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 145. 
iv, p. 509 ; Bingham, 8. F. r, p. 85. F ’ 

OiMa chinensis CBo<?d), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 85 : Hume & Dav. 
&F- vi,p. 885; Hume, Cat. no. 678; Oates, B. B. i, p. 406: 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 258 ; Oates in Humde N. $ JB. 2nd ed. f, p. 17 ! 

The Green Jay, Jerd. ; Sirgang, Beng. ; Chap-ling-pho, Lepeh. ; Rab- 
Img-chapu, Bhut. ; PUitel, Dafla Hills. F * 

Coloration. Head and neck greenish yellow ; general bodv- 
plamage green ; the lores and a band through each eye, the two 
meeting behind on the nape, black; the cheeks, sides of neck, and 
tower plumage paler green; tail green, the central feathers tipped 
with white, the others tipped with white and with a subtermmal 
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band of black ; lesser wing-coverts green, the other coverts red ; 
wings brown on the inner webs, red on the outer ones; the tertiaries 
and some of the secondaries tipped with pale blue and with a band 
of black in front of the tips. 

Bill red ; eyelids yellowish brown, the edges red ; legs coral- 
red ; iris blood-red ; claws dull red ; inside of the mouth reddish 
flesh-colour. 

Length 15; tail 8; wing 5’9 ; tarsus 1*7; bill from gape 1*6. 

The plumage of this bird changes after death and also in cap- 
tivity from green to dull blue ; and the red on the wings also 
undergoes a change under the same circumstances, becoming much 
duller. C. minor, a subspecies from Sumatra, is rather smaller. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Jumna valley to Bhutan 
and Assam ; thence through the hill-ranges of Eastern Bengal and 
Burma to Tenasserim, where this bird has been observed as far 
south as Mergui and the Thoungyeen valley. It is found from the 
base of the hills up to about 5000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. This Magpie is found in all descriptions of jungle, but 
personally I have only observed it in the evergreen forests. It is 
as a rule shy and difficult to observe, keeping to the ground or to 
dense undergrowth. It breeds principally in April, constructing 
a cup-shaped nest of twigs, roots, and bamboo-leaves in a tree or 
bamboo-bush at no great height from the ground. The eggs, three 
in number, are dull white freckled with yellowish and brown, and 
measure 1-21 by *92. 


15. Cissa ornata. The Ceylonese Magpie. 

Pica ornata, Wagler , Isis, 1829, p. 749. 

Cissa puella, JBlyth , Cat . p. 93 (1849). 

Cissa pyrrhocyanea, Lichtenstein , Gould , B. Asia , v, pi. 53 (1850). 

Cissa ornata ( Wagl .), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 87; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 353, pi. 15 ; Hume , S. F. vii, p. 408 ; id. Cat . no. 673 bis; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 19. 

Kahibella , Ceyl. 

Coloration . Whole head, neck, upper back, and upper breast rich 
chestnut; remainder of the body-plumage bright blue, suffused 
with cobalt next the chestnut of the neck ; tail blue, tipped with 
white and subterminally with black ; wing-coverts brown, more or 
less margined and suffused with blue : quills chestnut on the outer 
webs, black on the inner, changing to blue on the tertiaries; thighs 
dusky purple. 

Iris light brown; eyelid deep red ; orbital skin somewhat paler; 
bill, legs, and feet coral-red; claws reddish yellow at base, dusky at 
tip {Legge). 

Length about 17; tail up to 10; wing 6-5; tarsus 1*7; bill 
from gape 1‘6. 

Distribution . The forests of Ceylon only. 

Habits , $c. Breeds in Ceylon during the cool season or from 
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December to February The nest appears to be similar to that of 
the last. One egg recorded by Legge was bluish green marked with 
umber-brown and bluish grey, and measured about 1*3 by 1. 


Genus DENDROCITTA, Gould, 1833. 

In the Tree-pies we have a collection of birds which are closer 
to Pica than to either Urodssa or Gissa , inasmuch as they have 
black bills and very numerous stiff, but somewhat short, bristles 
completely concealing the nostrils. The bill, however, is short with 
the commissure greatly curved, and in one species, D. bayleyi , the 
tail approaches the next genus in structure, the central feathers 
being gradually enlarged throughout their length, not suddenly at 
the tip as in Crypsirhina. 

The Tree-pies are sociable, associating in small bands, and they 
are aboreal, seldom descending to the ground. They have a series 
of clear metallic notes, which sound very pleasantly in the jungle. 
They construct large nests in trees, and lay eggs which Ure less 
Corvine’ in appearance than those of the true Magpies. Their food 
consists of both fruit and insects. 


Key to the Species . 

a. Tail ashy and black. 

‘ a '. Crown and hind neck uniform smoky 

brown ; abdomen rufous 

b'. Crown black ; hind neck and abdomen 

white 

c\ Crown black; hind neck and abdomen 
uniform ashy 

b. Tail entirely black. 

cH. Without a white wing-spot 

e r . With a white winar-epot 


D. rufa, p. 30. 

Z). leucogastra , p. 31. 

D. himalayensis, p. 32. 

D. frontalis, p. 33. 

D. bayleyi, p. 34. 



Fig. 11. — Head of D. rufa. 


16 . Dendrocitta rufa. The Indian Tree-pie. 

Lanius rufus, Scop. Del Faun, et Flor, Insubr. ii, p. 86 (1786). 
Coracias vagabunda, Lath. Ind . Orn. i, p. 171 (1700). 

Crypsirhina pallida, Myth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 30 (1846). 

Dendrocitta rufa (Scop.), Blyth, Cat. p. 02 ; Hor&f. $ M. Cat. ii, p. 665 
Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 314; Hume, N. $* E. p. 421 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
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iii, p. 76 ; Anders . Yunnan Bxped., Aves, p. 691 ; Hume, Cat . 
no. 674 ; Oates , 2?. i, p. 402 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 252 ; 
Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 259 ; Oates in Hume's N. %■ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 19. ■ 

Dendrocitta pallida (BL), Blyth, Cat. p. 336 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, 
p. 568; Jerd . B . I. ii, p. 315 ; Hume , Cat. no. 675. 

The Common Indian Magpie, Jerd. ; Maha-lat, Hind., Kotri , Hind, in 
Bengal ; Takka-chor , Handi-chacha, Ben*. : Mahtab and Chand, Sind ; 
Gokurayi , Konda-Kati-gadu, Tel. ; Mootri } Lucknow ; Kashkussi , Cachar ; 
Kola Khoa , Assam. 

Coloration . The whole head and neck with the breast sooty 
brown ; remainder of the body-plumage bright fulvous, darker on. 
the back and scapulars ; wing-coverts greyish white ; wings dark 
brown, the outer webs of the tertiaries and later secondaries grey ; 
tail ashy grey, broadly tipped with black. 

The young are duller in colour than the adults, the head is 
lighter brown, and the tail-feathers are tipped with light buff. 

Iris reddish brown ; bill slaty horn-colour, albescent at the base; 
mouth flesh-colour; eyelids plumbeous; legs dark brown; claws 
horn-colour. 

Length up to about 18 ; tail up to 12*5 ; wing up to 6*7 ; tarsus 
1*3 ; bill from gape 1*3. Himalayan birds are much larger than 
those from other parts. 

Distribution. The whole of India and Burma from Kashmir to 
Travancore and from Assam to Tenasserim as far as Mergui. 
This bird ascends the Himalayas and hill-ranges up to 7000 feet, 
and it inhabits the plains at the level of the sea. 

Habits , Breeds from April to July and probably later in the 

year, constructing a cup-shaped nest, near the top of a large tree, 
of thorny twigs lined with grass. The eggs, usually five in num- 
ber, vary much in colour, being salmon-colour or pale greenish 
white marked with bright red, brownish red, purple or olive- 
brown ; they measure 1*17 by *87. 

1 7. Dendrocitta leucogastra. The Souther Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta leucogastra, Gould, B. Z. 8. 1833, p. 57 ; id. Trans . Z. 8. 
i, p. 89, pi. 12 ; Blyth, Cat.x>. 91 ; Horsf. § M. Cat. ii,p. 570 ; Jerd. 
B. 1. ii, p. 317 ; Hume , N. § B. p. 424 ; id. 8. F. iv, p. 402 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B.M. iii, p. 79; Hume , Cat. no. 678; Davison , 8. F. x, 
p. 400 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr B. 2nd ed. i, p. 22. 

Coloration. Forehead, anterior half of crown, sides of the head, 
chin, throat, upper breast aud thighs black ; hinder part of crown, 
nape, hind neck, lower breast, abdomen, and upper tail-coverts white ; 
back, scapulars and rump chestnut-bay ; under tail-coverts chest- 
nut ; wings black, the primaries with a large patch of white at their 
base; central tail-feathers grey, broadly tipped black; the next; 
pair half grey and half black ; the remainder nearly entirely black. 

Bill black ; legs and feet dull black ; iris deep brown (Davison). 

Length about 1 9 ; tail 12 ; wing 5*6 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 
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The young resemble the adult very closely. 

Distribution . Southern India, chiefly along the western coast. 
The southernmost point from which I have seen a specimen is 
Mynall in Travancore, and the most northern, the Wynaad ; but 
McMaster (J. A. S. B. 1871, pt. ii, p. 214) states that he procured 
a* specimen in May at Chikalda in the Gawilgurh hills. He is 
hardly likely to have made a mistake about so well-marked a 
form as this, but the occurrence of this bird so far north is extra- 
ordinary. 

Habits, Sfc. According to Davison this Tree-pie is found only m 
evergreen forest below about 5000 feet. On the Assambu hills it is 
found from 1500 to 3000 feet. Bourdillon, in the latter locality, 
found two nests, composed of twigs roughly pub together, and 
built in a bush or sapling. One nest was found in March with 
eggs, and one in April with young birds. The only egg preserved 
measured 1*18 by *86. 

18. Dendrocitta Mmalayensis. The Himalayan Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta sinensis (Lath.) apud Blyth, Cat. p. 02 ; Ilorsf. M. 
Cab. ii, p. 568 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 310. 

Dendrocitta Mmalayensis, Blyth, Ibis , 1805, p* 45; Ilxime, N. § E. 
p.428; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iii, p. 70; flume ty J)av. S. F. vi, 
p. 386 ; Hume, Cat. no. G76 ; Scum/, S. F. viii, p. 820 ; Oates, B. 
B. i, p. 403 ; Hume, S. F. xi. p. 250 ; Oates in Hume's A 7 , E. 
2nd el i, p. 23. 

Dendrocitta assimilis, Hume , S. F. v, p. 117 ; id. <5f- Dew. S. F. vi, 
p. 386 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 519 ; id. Cat. 67 6 his. 

The Himalayan Magpie , Jerd. ; Kohia-Kah, at Mussoorie ; Kurrw-pho, 
Lepch. ; Karriah-ban , Bhut. ; Kok-long-ah , Assam. 

Coloration . Borehead, lores and feathers above the eye black ; 
sides of the head, chin and throat dark sooty brown, fading and 
overspreading the sides of the neck and breast ; crown of the head, 
nape, and upper back ashy; back and scapulars clear brownish 
buff; rump and upper tail- coverts ashy; wings and their coverts 
black, all the primaries but the first two with a patch of white at 
their base, forming a conspicuous spot; central pair of tail-feathers 
ashy for two thirds of their length, then black ; the others all 
black, except the extreme bases, which are ashy; abdomen and 
flanks cinereous; thighs brown ; vent and under tail-coverts 
chestnut. 

The young do not differ much from the adult ; the colours are 
paler, the feathers of the upper plumage are tipped with buff, and 
the under tail-coverts and vent are reddish brown. 

# Bill black ; irides reddish brown ; feet brownish black, in young 
birds leaden black ; claws dusky (Scully). 

Length 16; tail 9 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus l'l ; bill from gape 1*8. 

Tenasserim birds have the cheeks, ear-coverts, and throat paler, 
and the sides of the neck and the upper back tinged with brown 
They are, how 7 ever, hardly separable from some Himalayan birds. 
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Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from the Sutlej valley 
to Sadiya, and thence through the Assam hill-tracts to Tenasserim, 
where it has been procured as far south as Muleyit mount ain. 
In the Tweeddale collection there is a specimen labelled as having 
been obtained at Murree, and Blyth records the species from 
Arrakan, whence, however, I have not seen a specimen. It is 
found in hilly tracts at elevations from 2000 to 6000 or 7000 feet, 
and does not appear to occur in the plains. 

Habits , Sfc. According to Jerdon, this species is found in th6 
more open parts of the forest and near cultivation and villages. It 
breeds from May to August. The nest is usually a shallow, flimsy 
saucer of twigs built in a small tree. The eggs, which are marked 
with olive-brown, measure 1*14 by *85. 

A closely allied species is B. sinensis , with which the present 
species was long confounded. D. sinensis occurs throughout 
China, is of smaller size, has the tail-coverts whiter and the central 
tail-feathers entirely white. 

19. Dendrocitta frontalis. The Black-browed Tree-jpie. 

Dendrocitta frontalis, McClell. T.Z.8. 1839, p. 163; Horsf. fy M. 
Cat . ii, p. 569 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 317 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, 
pt. ii, p. 83 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 78 : Hume , Cat. no. 677 : 
id. 8. JF. zi, p. 200. 

Crypsirhina altirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 932 (1843). 

Dendrocitta altirostris {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 92. 

The Black-browed Magpie , Jerd. ; Hamshi-bon , Lepch. ; Kolio-Ko, 
Bhut. 



Fig. 12. — Head of B. frontalis. 


Coloration . Forehead, the greater part of the crown, sides of the 
head, chin, throat, fore neck, tail, wing-quills, and the primary- 
coverts black; the remainder of the wing ash-grey; nape, hind 
neck, upper back, sides of the neck, breast, and upper abdomen 
pale grey; lower back, scapulars, rump, upper tail-coverts, lower 
abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts chestnut, the thighs tinged 
with brown. 

The colour of the bill, &c., does not appear to have been 
recorded. 

TOI*. i. i> 
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Length 15; tail up to 10; wing 5*3 ; tarsus 1*15; bill from 
gape 1-1. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of 
Assam. Jerdon found it in fcJikliim at from 3000 to 5000 feet of 
elevation. Little or nothing is on record about this bird. 

20. Dendrocitta bayleyi. The Andamanese Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta bayleyi, Tytler , J. A. S. B. xxxii, p. 88 (180:}) ; Ball, J. 

A. 3. B. xxxix, pt, ii, p. 242 ; xli, pt. ii, p. 285 ; id. S. F. \, p. 75 ; 

Walden , Ibis, 1874, p. 145, pi. vi ; flume , , 3. F. ii, p. 245 ; 31 tar ye, 

Cat. B. M. iii, p. 82 ; Hume , Cat . no. 078 bis. 

Coloration . The feathers round the base of the bill black ; the 
remainder of the head, neck, upper back, and upper breast dark 
bluish ashy ; lower back, scapulars, and rump pale rufous-oli\e ; 
upper tail-coverts bluish ashy : lower breast rufescont ashy ; abdo- 
men, vent, and under tail-coverts chestnut ; tail and wing black, 
the latter with a large white patch on the primaries and secon- 
daries. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black ; the soles plumbeous grey ; iris 
bright yellow, in some rich golden yellow (Hume). 

Length up to 14 ; tail up to 8*5 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape 1*05. 

Distribution. The Andaman Islands. This Tree-pie was obtained 
by Davison near Port Blair, where it was not uncommon ; but he 
found it most numerous at Mount Harriet and Aberdeen. He 
observes that it is a forest bird and never ventures away from the 
cover of large trees ; also that it never descends to the ground. 
I did not observe it on the Great Cocos nor on Table Island. 

Genus CRYPSIRHINA, Vieill., 1816. 

With this genus we come to the end of the Magpies or long- 
tailed Crows. The members of the present genus are small and 
are characterized by a tail of peculiar structure, the central pair of 
feathers being spatulate at the ends. The bill is small and the 
nostrils are concealed by a mass of velvety fine plumes, which also 
surround the base of the bill. 

The Racket-tailed Magpies are quite arboreal, and in the course 
of many years’ observation of them 1 have never on any occasion seen 
one on the ground. They cling to the outer branches of trees and 
search the leaves for insects ; they also feed on fruit They have 
a not unpleasant metallic note. ^ The nest is more, skilfully con- 
structed than that of other Magpies, being firmly secured by tendrils 
of creeping plants and presenting a compact appearance. The 
eggs are quite Corvine in their character. 

Key to the Species. 

a. The whole head and body metallic green 

b. The head black ; the body grey 


C. varians, p. 35. 
C. cumllata , p. 35. 
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21. Crypsirhina varians. The Black Racket-tailed Magpie . 

Corvus varians, Lath . Ind. Orn. Suppl. p. xxvi (1801). 

Crypsirhina varians {Lath.), Blyth, Cat. p. 92; Horsf. Sc M. Cat. ii, 
p. 564 ; Wald . F. Z. 8. 1866, p. 552 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 146 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 83 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 3877, p. 459 ; 
Oates, S. F. v, p. 159 ; Hume <§• Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 386 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 678 quat. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 404 ; id. in Hume's N. F. 
2nd ed. i, p. 25. 



Fig. 13.— Head of C. varians. 


Coloration . The whole plumage metallic bronze-green, tinged 
with bluish on the head ; wings brown, the outer webs of the 
primaries greenish, the other quills more or less entirely suffused 
with green ; tail black, more or less overspread with a metallic- 
green lustre ; forehead, round the eye and about the gape dull 
black, the feathers of a velvety texture. 

Iris blue ; mouth flesh-colour ; bill, legs, and claws black. 

Length 13 ; tail 8 ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution . This fine little Magpie has its headquarters in 
Lower Pegu, whence it extends sparingly up the valleys of the 
Irrawaddy and of the Sittoung to Thayetmyo and Toungngoo. To 
the west it extends to Bassein. To the south it occurs throughout 
Tenasserim as far as Mergui. 

It is found in Siam, Cochin China, Sumatra, Borneo and Java. 

Habits, <Sfc. This bird is found in all parts of the country except 
heavy forest. It breeds in June or July, constructing a neat cup- 
shaped nest, of fine twigs lined with tendrils of creepers, in thorny 
bushes and branches of bamboo, at no great height from the ground. 
The eggs are usually three in number, greyish white covered with 
spots and dashes of ash and yellowish brown ; they measure *98 
by *72. 

22. Crypsirhina cucullata. The Hooded Racket-tailed Magpie. 

Crypsirhina cucullata, Jerdon, Ibis, 1 862, p. 20 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, 
p. 147 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 88 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 84 ; 
Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p. 459 ; Hume, Cat. no. 678 ter. ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 405. 

Coloration . The whole head, chin, and throat black ; round the 
neck, next to the black, a collar of ashy white ; the whole upper 
plumage, wing-coverts, and tertiaries vinaceous grey ; lower plumage 
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the same, hut rather more rufous ; central tail-feathers black, the 
others the same colour as the back ; primaries and their coverts 
black ; secondaries black, broadly edged with ashy white. 

The young have the head brown ; the central tail-feathers and 
wings are blackish brown, and the general colour of the body- 
plumage is less ashy and more vinaceous. 

The young have the bill orange at the gape and black on the 
remainder; the eyelids pale blue with the edges orange; the inside 
of the mouth orange. 

The adult has the iris blue ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; legs 
and claws dark brown ; inside of the mouth flesh-colour. 

Length 12-5 ; tail 7*8 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from gape 
*85. 

This Magpie has the central tail-feathers narrower than in 
(7. variant, and more abruptly spatulate at their ends. 

Distribution . The Hooded Eacket-tailed Magpie was discovered 
by Jerdon at Thayetmyo, and I found it very common in the neigh- 
bourhood of that station. It extends to the east about 20 miles to 
Tamagan, and on the south about 10 miles to Palow. It probably 
extends some way to the west of the Irrawaddy river, and to the 
north it ranges into Upper Burma for some distance. Colonel 
Lloyd appears to have sent it from Toungngoo ; but Ward law 
Ramsay expresses doubts as to its occurrence in that district, and 
I feel pretty sure it does not range so far to the east. 

Habits, Sfc. This species is very similar in habits to G. variant ; 
hut is found almost entirely in bamboo-jungle. 


Genus PLATYSMURUS, Reich., 1850. 

The genus Flatysmurus contains two species, one of which is a 
resident in the southern portion of Tenasserim and the other in- 
habits Borneo. They seem to connect the Magpies with the Jays. 

The bill is very much curved and shorter than the head, and 
the bristles covering the nostrils are numerous and stiff but short. 
The feathers of the crown of the head are very harsh. The tail is 
of no great length but well graduated. The sexes are alike and 
the young appear to resemble the adults. 

Davison, who observed these birds in life, says : — “ This species 
keeps entirely to the forests, going about usually in parties of 
from four to six. They have a deep, rolling metallic note, which 
they continually utter as they move from tree to tree. I have 
never seen them on the ground ; they probably get their food, 
which consists of insects, and occasionally, at any rate, of fruit 
amongst the trees. They are excessively restless and always on 
the move, flying from tree to tree, generally at a considerable 
height, and continually uttering their harsh metallic call. They 
restrict themselves to the evergreen forests, never, that I am aware, 
coming into gardens or open ground.” 
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23. Platysmurus leucopterus. The White-winged Jay . 

Glaucopis leucopterus, Temm . PI. Col no. 265 (1824)/ 

Temnurus leucopterus {Temm.), Blyth, Cat . p. 92 ; Wald, in Blyth, 
Birds Burm. p. 88. . 

Platysmurus leucopterus (Temm.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 564; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. iii, p. 90 ; Tweedd . Ibis , 1877, p. 318 ; Hume 8c Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 387 ; Hume , Cat. no. 678 quint. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 409 ; 
id. in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p, 26. 



Pig. 14. — Head of P. leucopterus. 


Coloration . The whole plumage black ; the terminal halves of 
the larger upper wing-coverts and a large patch on the exterior 
webs of some of the secondaries white ; the forehead crested and 
the feathers stiff. 

In some specimens the smaller wing-coverts are narrowly mar- 
gined with white, and this probably indicates immaturity. 

Bill, legs, feet and claws black; irides lake-red to crimson 
(Davison). 

Length 16 ; tail 8 ; wing 7’5 ; tarsus 1*55 ; bill from gape 1’7, 

Distribution . Throughout Southern Tenasserim from a little above 
Tavoy down to Malawun, also down the Malay peninsula to Singa- 
pore and Sumatra. 

Habits, <$fc . Davison found the nest on the 8th April with two 
young birds. It was constructed most coarsely of twigs &c., and 
was placed on the frond of a large reed which rested against a 
bush. 


Genus G-AERULTJS, Briss., 1760. 

The genus Oarrulus contains the True Jays, of which there are 
numerous species in Europe and Asia, three being found within 
the limits of the Indian Empire. These Indian Jays are resident 
species, but one or perhaps two of them may be partially migra- 
tory, to the extent of moving up and down the slopes of the 
Himalayas according to season. 

The Jays are birds of bright plumage, the wing especially being 
marked with vivid blue. They inhabit woods, have harsh cries, 
are rather shy, and live on all kinds of food, both animal and 
vegetable. They construct large open nests of twigs and lay eggs 
marked with brown- 
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In the Jays 'the bill is strong, about three-quarters the length 
of the head, and the commissure is straight. The naral bristles 
are short and numerous, completely covering the nostrils. The 
tail is of medium length and slightly graduated. 

Key to the Species. 


a . Forehead and crown black 5 tail blue barred 

with black &• laneeolatus, p. 38. 

b. Forehead white ; crown black ; tail black. G. leucotis, p. 33. 

c. Forehead and crown vinaceous like the 

back; tail black G. bispeculuns , p. 39. 


24. Garrulus lanceolatus. The Blade-throated Jay . 

Garrulus lanceolatus, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1830, p. 7 ; Gotdcl , Cent. 
pis. 39,40; R orsf. $ M. Cat ii,p. 579; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 308; 
Stoliozka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 55 ; Hume, N. <S> jE. p. 417 ; 
Brooks , *S. .F. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, Cat. no. 670 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 31. 
iii, p. 101 ; Oates in Hume's N. § E. 2nd ed. i, p. 20. 

Garrulus gularis, J. E. Gray in Ilardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 23, 
fig. 1 (1832); Blyth, Cat. p. 94. 

Garrulus vigorsii, J. E. Gray in Hardio. III. Bid. Zod. i, pi. 22 (1832). 

Ban-sarrah of the Hillmen at Simla. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, crest, and sides of head black; 
remainder of upper plumage vinous-grey, brighter on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; chin, throat, and fore neck black with 
white shaft-streaks, the black terminating in a patch of iron-grey 
on the upper breast ; remainder of lower plumage and the sides of 
the neck vinous-grey, brighter than the back; tail blue, barred 
with black, tipped with white and with a broad subterminal black 
band; primaries and secondaries black, barred with blue on the 
outer web ; the primaries narrowly, the secondaries broadly tipped 
white ; the tertiaries grey, with a subterminal black band and a 
white tip ; lesser coverts vinous, the median and greater black ; 
primary-coverts almost entirely white ; winglet barred with blue 
and tipped white. 

Legs and feet pinkish slaty ; bill pinkish slaty at base, yellowish 
at tip ; iris reddish {King). 

Length about 13; tail 6*5; wing 6; tarsus 1*3; bill from gape 1*1. 

Many birds, apparently adult, have no white tips to the secon- 
daries and tertiaries. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Hazdra to Nepal and 
over nearly the whole of Kashmir. The species appears to be 
partially migratory, being found in winter as low as Dehra. In 
summer it ascends to 8000 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow nest 
of twigs and sticks lined with grass. The nest is built in medium- 
sized trees in a fork or close to the trunk up to 30 feet in height. 
The eggs, three or four in number, vary in colour from stone- 
colour to greenish white and are marked with sepia-brown : thev 
measure 1T2 by -85. J 
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25. Garrulus leucotis. The Burmese Jay . 

Garrulus leucotis, Hume, Proc. A. 8. B. 1874, p. 106 ; id. 8. F. ii, 
p. 443 ; Wald, in Bh/th, Birds Bunn. p. 80 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 460 ; Hume <$r Dav. S. F. vi, p. 384 ; Hume, Oaf.. 
no. 6G9 bis ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 407 ; id. in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 28. 



Fig. 15. — Head of G. leucotis. 


Coloration. Forehead and front of crown white, with brown 
shaft- streaks ; lores, feathers under the eyes, ear-coverts, chin, 
throat, and front of neck white ; a broad moustaehial stripe black; 
back, rump, and scapulars vinous brown, paler on the rump ; 
breast the same as the back ; abdomen and flanks paler vinous 
brown ; upper and under tail-coverts and vent white ; tail black, 
barred with ashy towards the base ; wing precisely as in G. bi- 
specularis. 

The young bird does not differ in any particular from the adult. 

The legs and feet are whitish horny or flesh-colour ; bill blackish 
homy or dull black, whitish at tip ; irides lighter or darker wood- 
brown (Davison). 

Length 12*8; tail 5; wing 6-8 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution. Tenasserim to the east of the Sittoung river from 
Toungngoo down to Muleyit mountain and the Thoungyeen valley. 
This Jay also occurs in Karennee and probably in the bills between 
the Irrawaddy and the Sittang rivers. 

Habits , 3fo. Found in pine-forests and the other dry forests of the 
country, never apparently in evergreen forests. This is a resident 
species and breeds in Burma, but its nest has not yet been found. 

26. Garrulus bispecularis. The Himalayan Jay. 

Garrulus bispecularis, Vigors , P. Z. 8. 1830, p. 7 ; Gould, Cent. 
pi. 38 ; Boyle, Himalaya , pi. — ; Horsf. ty M. Cat. ii, p. 579 ; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 307 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 55 ; Hume, 
§ Henders. Lah. to Yurk. p. 242 ; Hume , N. E. p, 416 ; Brooks, 
8. F. iii, p. 253; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. HX); Godw.-Aust. 


40 


CJOnVIDJE. 


J. A. S. JB. xlvii, pt. ii,p. 21 ; Hume , Cat . no. 669 ; 8 cully, 8. F. 
viii, p. 327 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 257 ; Oates in Hume's N. <§r 22. 
2nd ed. i, p. 28. . _ 

Gamilus ornatus, J. F. Gray in Ilardw, III . Ind. Zool* i, pi. 23, 
fig. 2 (1832) ; JBlyth, Cat p. 94. 

Lho-Karrio-pho , Lepcli. 

Coloration. A broad black moustachial band; lower part of rump, 
upper and under tail-coverts, vent and thighs white ; with these 
exceptions the whole plumage of the head, neck, and body is a rich 
vinaceous fawn-colour ; tail black, with some interrupted ashy bars 
near the base of the central pair of feathers ; lesser and median 
wing-coverts like the back; winglet, primary-coverts, the outer 
greater coverts and the outer webs of most of the secondaries, on 
their basal half, bright blue banded with black ; remainder of the 
greater coverts, and quills black, the primaries with some portion 
of the outer web grey ; the innermost tertiary partially chestnut. 

Bill dusky ; margins of eyelids dull brick-red ; iris reddish 
brown ; tarsi and toes pale pinkish fleshy ; claws livid (Scully). 

Length about 12 ; tail 6 ; wing 6-5 ; tarsus 1-4 ; bill from gape 1-2. 

Distribution . Throughout the lower ranges of the Himalayas 
from Eastern Kashmir to Bhutan and also in the Khasi hills : 
apparently ranging up to 7000 feet. 

Habits , tyc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a cup- 
shaped nest of twigs and grass, lined with finer grass, in a fork of 
a tree and laying from four to six eggs. These are like those of 
the last species and measure 1*15 by *85. 

Gj-enus NCJCIFEAGA, Briss., 1760. 

The genus Nucifraga contains the Nutcrackers, birds of well- 
marked form and colour, two of which are found within Indian 
limits inhabiting the higher parts of the Himalayas, where they are 
resident. 

In the Nutcrackers the plumage is more or less spotted ; the 
bill is straight, pointed, and about as long as the head ; the naral 
bristles are short and stiff and completely cover the nostrils ; the 
wings are strong, but the tail is short and very little rounded. 

The Nutcrackers are chiefly arboreal in their habits and they 
prefer forests of pine and cedar trees, on the seeds of which they 
largely subsist ; but they also eat other seeds and fruits and also 
insects. Their notes are harsh and loud. They build large nests, like 
those of crows, high up in trees, and their eggs are spotted with brown. 

Near this genus should come Podoces , a genus of birds found in 
Tibet and Central Asia. Hume inserts one species in his Cata- 
logue; but it does not occur within strict Indian limits. 


Key to the Sjpedes. 

a . Bump and upper tail-coverts not marked 


with white . K hemispila, p. 41. 

b. Bump and upper tail-coverts marked 

with white N, multipmctata , p. 41. 
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27. Nucifraga hemispila. The Himalayan Nutcracker . 

Nucifraga hemispila, Vigors , P. Z. 8. 1830, p. 8 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 36; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 90 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 563 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 304 ; 
Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 54 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, 
pt. ii, p. 69 ; Hume , N. 8f JS. p. 415 ; id. Cat. no. 666 ; Brooks , 

8. F. iii, p. 253 : Sharpe. Cat. B. M. iii, p. 54 ; Oates in Hume's 
N.SrE.2 nded.i,p. 30. 

Nucifraga immaculata, Blyth , Ibis, 1867, p. 36. 

Lho-Kariyo-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Naral bristles, forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, and 
upper tail-coverts chocolate-brown; with these exceptions the 
whole of the plumage is umber-brown, the sides of the head and 
neck streaked with white ; chin and throat with a few small white 
shaft-streaks; the back, breast, and upper abdomen with oval 
white drops ; under tail- coverts pure white ; wings glossy black, 
the lesser and median coverts with triangular white tips ; central 
tail-feathers black, the others very broadly tipped white, the 
amount of white decreasing inwardly ; a few of the inner primaries 
with a large oval white mark on the inner web, probably dis- 
appearing with age, as it is absent in some birds. 

Some birds have the spots on the breast rufous ; this may be 
accidental and due to staining ; it is not the plumage of the young, 
in which the rufous is of a different character. 

The young are pale brown with rufescent drops which speedily 
turn white ; the head soon turns to the adult colour. 

Legs and feet black ; iris reddish to deep brown {Hume). 

Length about 15 ; tail 6 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill from 
gape 1*9. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Bhutan. 
Stoliczka states that this bird is common in the JNLW. Himalayas 
from low elevations to the limit of trees. Blanf ord found it rare 
on the outer ranges of Sikhim, but common in the pine-forests of 
the interior, and Hume remarks that it is very common in the hills 
north of Simla. 

Habits , fyc. A nest described by Hume was situated on a tree near 
the trunk and about 50 feet from the ground. The nest was like 
a Crow’s, a platform of sticks mixed up with twigs and moss, and 
lined with grass and fir-needles. On the 11th May this nest 
contained four young birds. 

28. Nucifraga multipunctata. The Larger Spotted Nutcracker. 

Nucifraga multipunctata, Goulds F. Z. 8. 1849, p. 23 ; Hume fy 
Menders. Lah . to Yark. p. 239 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 65 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 667 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 78 ; Scully, Ibis, 
1881, p. 572. 

Nucifraga multimaculata, Gould, laps, cal., Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 304 ; 
Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 54. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark chocolate- 
brown ; naral bristles mottled black and white ; with these excep- 
tions the whole plumage of the head and body is dark chocolate- 
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brown or blackish, each feather with a large ancl lengthened drop 
of white occupying the greater portion of it, and causing the lower 
plumage to look almost white ; wings glossy black ; the lesser 
coverts with large white spots, the median with triangular white 
marks, the greater and primary-coverts with the primaries slight ly 
tipped with white; the secondaries and tertiaries with oval white 
drops near the tip ; tail black, broadly tipped white on the outer 
feathers, less so on the centrals ; under tail-coverts pure white. 



Fig. 16. — Head of JV r . mult qnendara. 

The young have the head and hind neck pale brown; tin* head 
becomes dark almost as soon as the nestling is fully fledged. 

Bill homy brown ; legs black (Jenlon). 

Length about 15 ; tail6'5; wing8; tarsus 1*6; bill from gape 
1*9. 

Distribution . Kashmir and the Himalayas to Kumaon. Ntoliezka 
found this species tolerably common in the pine- and cedar- forests 
near Kistwar and Budrawar. Biddulph remarks that it is common 
at all times in Grilgit above 8000 feet, and there are specimens 
in the British Museum from various localities from Murree to 
Kumaon. 


Genus GKACULUS, Koch, 1816. 

The Chough, the sole representative of the genus Graculus , 
resembles the true Crows in shape and colour, but differs from all 
of them in having the bill and feet brilliantly coloured. It inhabits 
Europe, Northern Africa, and a considerable portion of Asia. 

The Chough is found principally in mountainous districts, and 
delights in cliffs, in holes of which it usually breeds ; but in Tibet 
it also affects buildings for the purpose of nesting. The Chough is 
more or less gregarious, and it feeds on the ground after the 
manner of the Kook, and upon much the same substances. 

In Graculus the bill is very slender and curved and as long as 
the head, or even longer; the naral plumes are very short and 
dense, and the lower mandible is feathered to the same extent as 
the upper. This bird differs markedly from the true Crows in 
possessing a smooth tarsus, but it differs in no other important 
particular. 
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29. Graculus eremita. The Red-billed Chough. 

Corvus graculus, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 158 (1706). 

Corvus eremita, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 159 (1706). 

Fregilus graculus (Linn.), Blyth, Cat. p. 91; Horsf. $ M. Cat. ii, 
p. 549 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 69 ; Brooks , 8. F. iv, p, ^78 ; 
Hume $ Henders. Lah. to York. p. 243. 

Eregilus himalayanus, Gould, P. Z. 8. 1862, p. 125 ; Jerd, B. I. ii, 
p. 319 ; Stoliczka , J. A . 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 55. 

Graculus graculus (imw.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 146. 

Graculus eremita (Linn.), Hume, S. F. yii, pp. 149, 521 ; id. Cat 
no. 679 ; Oates in Hmne'sN. F. 2nd ed. i, p. 31. 

The Himalayan Chough , Jerd. ; Tsagh, Kandahar, 



Fig. 17. — Head of G . eremita. 



Fig. 18. — Foot of G. eremita. 


Coloration . The whole plumage glossy "black. 

Legs and feet vermilion-red j claws black ; iris brown (Seelohm). 
Length about 17*5 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 11-1 to 12*5 ; tarsus 2*2 ; 
bill at front 2-1. 

The Himalayan bird cannot be separated from the European one 
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on the score of size, and I believe that no one now considers them 
separable. 

Distribution . Kashmir and the whole of the Himalayas as far as 
Bhutan. The range extends to Europe and Abyssinia on one side, 
and to China on the other. 

In Kashmir, Biddulph informs us that Choughs are common at 
low elevations in winter, but in summer they keep entirely to the 
mountains. Stoliczka states that in Chini the Chough in summer 
is fo un d only at elevations above 11,000 feet, and in Spiti above 

18.000 feet. Blanford observed it in Sikhim from 0000 to 

16.000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Mandelli obtained the eggs of this bird from Chumbi in 
Tibet. They were taken on the 8th May from a nest under the 
eaves of a high wooden house. Hume describes them as white, 
spotted and streaked with yellowish brown and purplish grey. One 
egg measured 1*74 by 1*2. 

Genus PYRRHOCORAX, Vieill., 1816. 

Pyrrhocorax differs from Graculus in having a much shorter and 
a much stouter bill, and the lower mandible not nearly so much 
feathered at the base as the upper one. The structure of the two 
genera is otherwise quite the same, and they do not differ in habits, 
except that the Yellow-billed Chough appears to be a tame and 
fearless bird, taking the place of the Common Crow in parts of 
Kashmir. 



Fig. 19. — Head of P. alpinus. 


30. Pyrrhocorax alpinus. The Yellow-billed Chough . 

Corvus pyrrhocorax, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 168. 

Pyrrhocorax alpinus, Vieill Nouv. Diet cl Hist. Nat vi, p. 668 (1816) ; 
Blyih, Cat p. 90 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat ii, p. 649 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 319 ; 
Stoliczka, J.A. S. B.xxxvii, pt. ii, p* 665 Scully, S, F. iv, p. 102; 
Sharpe , Cat B. M '. iii, p. 148 ; Hume , Cat no. 680 ; Biddulph, Ibis , 

1881, p. 78. 

Eregilus pyrrhocorax (Linn.), Blanford, J. 4. & B. xli, pt. ii, p. 70. 
Pyrrhocorax forsythi, Stoliczka , S. F. ii, p. 462 (1874). 

The Alpine Chough , Jerd. 

Coloration . The whole plumage black with a slight gloss*; the 
wings and tail very glossy. 
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Iris brown ; bill yellow ; feet red ( [Blanford ). 

Length about 16 ; tail 6*3 to 7*5 ; wing 10*3 to 11*5 ; tarsus 1*6 ; 
bill 1*4. 

Distribution . The whole of the Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Bhutan. This Chough appears to move locally according to season, 
being found low down in winter and up to 15,000 feet or even 
higher in summer. 

Habits , 6fc. According to Stoliczka this species is very social, and 
frequently visits the camp of the traveller in Spiti and Lad&k ; it 
is here quite as familiar and quite as noisy in the neighbourhood of 
villages and camping-grounds as Oorvus splendens throughout India. 

This bird breeds in holes of cliffs, but the finding of the nest has 
not yet been recorded from Indian localities. 


Subfamily PARINiE. 

This subfamily contains the Tits, the affinities of which with the 
Crows are recognized by all writers on ornithology. 

Some species of Tits, like the Crows, are found over a very large 
portion of the surface of the globe. All the Indian species are 
resident. 

The Farinas bear a close resemblance to each other, the different 
genera being characterized by the absence or presence of a crest 
and the shape of the tail. 

The Tits live chiefly on insects, but they also eat seeds, and in 
hard weather no sort of food comes amiss to them. They all lay 
spotted eggs, but while some are content with a hole of a tree as a 
nesting-place, others construct elaborate rounded structures in trees, 
and the eggs in many cases are numerous. The young are con- 
siderably paler than the adult, but the pattern of colour is well 
preserved in all the species. 

The Tits have a short, conical and entire bill about one-third the 
length of the head ; the riclal bristles are short, and the bristles 
over the nostrils, though short, are very dense and straight. The 
wing is rounded and weak, and the tarsus scutellated. 

In habits they are arboreal, seldom descending to the ground, 
and they are in some degree gregarious, being found frequently iu 
parties of four or more. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Head not crested. 
a'. Tail rounded. 

a”. Outer tail-feather falling short of tail- 

tip by length of hind claw. Pabus, p. 46. 

b”. Outer tail-feather falling short of tail- 

tip by length of hind toe and claw . . JEguthaliscits, p. 50. 
b'. Tail square or slightly forked Sylvipabus, p. 53. 

b. Head furnished with a full crest. 

c'. Tail rounded 

d\ Tail square or slightly forked 


Machlolophus, p. 54. 
Lophophanes, p. 57. 
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Genus PARTIS, Linn., 1766. 

The genus Pants, of which the Great Tit of England may be 
considered the type, contains those Tits which are not crested and 
in which the tail is slightly rounded. They have a broad, black, 
longitudinal, ventral band, and in this character agree with Machlo- 
lophus , which, however, possesses a long pointed crest. 

The True Tits are found over a considerable portion of the world. 
Four species inhabit the Indian Empire, one being extremely 
common over the whole of the plains; another is found as a com- 
paratively rare visitor from China and the East, and two others are 
local, being confined to certain portions of the Empire only. 

In Parus the feathers of the crown are very slightly lengthened, but 
do not form a crest ; the tail is considerably shorter than the wing, 
and the outer feather falls short of the tip of the tail by about the 
length of the hind claw. 

Of the Titmice which occur in Asia, and may hereafter be found 
within the limits of this work, may be mentioned : — P. persicus, a 
Persian race of the European P. cceruleus ; P. cyanus, which has 
been found in Yarkand; and P. jl.ivipectus, which occurs in 
Turkestan. 

P. semilarvatus , which at one time was supposed to occur in the 
Himalayas, is now known to come from the Philippine Islands. 
There is no evidence to show that it has ever been found in India, 
and I therefore omit it. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Lower plumage white. 

a'. Back and rump ashy grey P. atriceps, p. 40. 

V. Back yellow; rump ashy grey P. minor , p. 48. 

o'. Back and rump black P. nuchalis, p. 40. 

b. Lower plumage yellow P, monticola, p. 40. 



Pig. 20. — Head of P. atriceps. 


Parus atriceps. The Indian Grey Tit . 


.160 (1822); Lecjge, 
id. in Hume's N. 


Parus cmereua, VieiU, Tall JEhc. et Method, ii, p. 606 (1823) ; Myth, 
Cat. V- 103; Horsf. § M. Cat. i, p. 370; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 278; 
Stohczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 62; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, 
pt. ii, p. 181 ; Hume Henders . Lah, to Yarh. p. 280 ; Gadow , 

Cat. B. M. viii, p. 10. r 7 1 
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Parus nipalensis, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 31 ; Anders. Yunnan 
Exped., Aves , p. 632 • Hume , Cat. no. 04-5; Biddulph , Z6&, 1881, 
p. 73 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 248 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 255. 

Parus caesius, Tick, fide Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 278 ; Hume , N. E. p. 405. 

Ram-gangra, Beng. 

Coloration . Forehead, lores, crown, nape, chin, throat, breast, a 
band on either side the neck connecting the nape with the breast, 
and a band down the middle of the abdomen black ; cheeks and 
ear-coverts white ; the upper part of the back next the black of the 
nape white ; remainder of back, rump, scapulars, and lesser and 
median coverts ashy grey ; winglet and greater coverts black, 
edged with ashy grey, and the latter broadly tipped white; 
quills dark brown, the earlier primaries and the tertiaries edged 
white, the other quills with ashy grey ; upper tail-coverts deep 
ashy blue ; tail black, the four median pairs of feathers edged with 
ashy grey on the outer webs and all but the middle two pairs 
tipped white ; fifth pair white, with the shaft black and a band of 
black on the inner web ; outer pair nearly entirely white with a 
black shaft ; sides of the breast and abdomen white tinged with 
vinaceous ; under tail-coverts black in the centre, white at the sides. 

Bill black; iris brown; legs and feet plumbeous. 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

The young have the upper plumage suffused with yellow and the 
lower with buff, and are not readily separable from the young of 
P. minor. 

Towards the East, in Burma and China, the amount of white on 
the fifth pair of tail-feathers diminishes, and frequently the outer 
web is almost entirely black. 

The middle pair of rectrices is occasionally blue, with black 
shafts. I cannot discover that this peculiarity is due to any cause 
or occurs in any distinct method, but it may indicate a race. The 
character is neither sexual nor seasonal so far as the materials at 
my disposal afford evidence. 

This and the next species have been generally supposed to inter- 
breed in Southern China, and to have produced an intermediate 
race, which* has been named P. commix tus. I cannot discover 
any grounds for the supposition that interbreeding of the two 
species takes place. Every specimen from Southern China that I 
have been able to examine is referable either to P. minor or to 
P. atriceps . The former is ■ found as far west as Karennee and the 
Salween district of Tenasserim in a form almost as typical as 
Japanese specimens, and the latter in Amoy as typical as Southern- 
Indian birds or those from Java. 

In size both species are exactly similar, and they are only to be 
separated by the coloration of the back and the tail. In P. minor 
the back in newly-moulted birds is a clear yellowish green, and the 
penultimate tail-feather on. each side is entirely black with the 
exception of a w hite tip ; in P. atriceps the back is ashy grey like 
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the ramp, and the penultimate tail-feather on each side is white 
with a black shaft and a band of black on the inner web. Small 
variations in the colour of the tail occur, but they are never, so 
great as to cause any doubt in the identification of the species, 
especially when supported by the colour of the back. 

The young of both species are very similar, and have a great 
amount of yellowish green on the upper plumage, and it is not easy 
to separate them. 

Distribution. Throughout the whole of India alike in the hills 
and plains, but more commonly in the elevated and well-wooded 
parts. In the Himalayas this Tit is found at all altitudes up to 
9000 feet or more, from Hazara and Gilgit to Assam. It extends 
through the peninsula down to Cape Comorin and into Ceylon, the 
only portion from which it appears to be absent being Sind and 
Cutch. From Assam its range extends down to Tenasserim, 
where, however, it is noted by Davison as being rare. On the 
eastern borders of Burma the next species is found ; but a bird pro- 
cured near Bhamo by my collector was P. atrioeps , and so appa- 
rently is a young bird obtained by Anderson near the same locality 
and now in the British Museum. 

Outside of Indian limits proper it occurs on the west in Balu- 
chistan and Afghanistan, and on the north in Turkestan, where it 
is found as a paler race (P. boccharensis ), and it passes up the 
Sutlej valley into Little Tibet. To the east it extends through 
Southern China, and to the south down the Malay peninsula to the 
islands. 

Habits , $c. Breeds from March to June, laying five or six eggs on 
a pad of moss, grass, and hair in a hole of a tree or wall. The eggs 
are pinkish white, with a ring of red spots and blotches round the 
larger end and a few small spots elsewhere, and they measure *71 
by *54. 

32. Pams minor. The Japanese Grey Tit . 

Parus minor, Tetnm. fy Schley. Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 70, pi. 33 (1842) ; 
Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 15. 

Parus commixtus, Swinh. Ibis, 1868, p. 63 ; Wald, in Bl. Birds Burnt. 
p. Ill ; Hume 8f Dccv. S. F. vi, p. 376 ; Hume, Cat . no. 645 bis. 

Coloration . Resembles P. atrioeps . Differs in having the back 
and scapulars yellowish green instead of ashy grey and in having 
the fifth pair of tail-feathers black with a small white tip. 

Iris hair-brown ; bill black; legs plumbeous ( Wardlaiv Ramsay). 

Of the same size as P. atrioeps . 

The amount of black in the fifth pair of tail-feathers is 
reduced towards the extreme south-western limit of the range, as 
on the Burmese frontier. No other variation occurs, the back 
being as green, in Karennee examples as in typical Japanese ones. 

The specimen procured by Davison in the Salween district has 
the fifth pair of rectriees white,' with a broad black band on the 
inner webs reaching nearly to the tip. In two Karennee examples 
pne has these feathers black with a white tip about half an inch 
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long, and the other resembles the Salween specimen. All three 
can be nearly matched by Japanese birds. 

The tail of P. minor varies a good deal in length, but the average 
length of the tail of ten J apanese birds is exactly the same as that 
of ten Indian specimens of P. atriceps selected at random. 

Distribution . Karennee and the Salween district of Tenasserim, 
extending through China to Japan. 

33. Partis ntLchalis. The White-winged Black Tit . 

Pams nuchalis, « Terd. Madr . Journ . J. S. xiii, p. 131 (1844) ; id. Ill . 
Ind. Orn. pi. 46 ; Jerd. B. I, ii, p. 279 ; StoliczJca, J . A . 8. B. xli, 
.pt. ii, p. 245 ; Adam , 8. P. i, p. 385 ; Butler fy Hume, 8. F. iii, 

S 492 ; Butler , 8. F. v, p. 221 ; Hume, Cat. no. 646 ; Oadow , Cat . 

. M. viii, p. 38 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 248. 

Balia patsa jitta , Tel. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, lores, sides 
of the crown, chin, throat, centre of breast, and a broad ventral 
band black ; a large nape-patch, the cheeks, ear-coverts, and those 
parts of the lower plumage not already mentioned white; the 
under tail-coverts streaked with black ; quills with the outer webs 
white at base and a partial narrow edging of white elsewhere ; 
the later secondaries broadly edged with white, and the last tertiary 
or two entirely white ; the two outer tail-feathers white, the next 
with the outer web v hite, the inner web black with a white tip, the 
other feathers black with white tips. The amount of white on the 
tail is liable to variation. 

Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and feet slaty-plumbeous 
(Butler). 

Length about 5-5; tail 2*1 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus ’-7 ; bill from gape *45. 
Distribution. Prom the country round the Sdmbhar Lake through 
Ajmere to Deesa and on to Cutch. Jerdon, however, procured it 
in quite another part of India, namely the Eastern Ghdts west of 
JSTellore, and he states that Dr. Stewart obtained it near Bangalore. 
I have not been able to examine any specimen from these southern 
localities. The .southern birds may probably, as Hume opines, 
prove to be distinct from the northern. As at present known the 
distribution of this bird is most extraordinary. A specimen in the 
British Museum is marked Bhutan ! 

34. Parus monticola. The Green-backed Tit . 

Parus monticolus, Vig. F. Z. 8. 1831, p. 22 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 29, fig. 2 ; 
Blyth , Cat. p. 103 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat . i, p. 369 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 277 ; 
Hume fy Menders. Lah. to Yark. p. 229 ; Hume , N. E. p. 404 ; 
id. Cat. no. 644 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 323 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, 
p. 20; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 254 ; Oates in Hume’s JV. Sr E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 35. 

Sarak-chak-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Cheeks and ear-coverts white ; the whole head, nape, 
breast, and a broad band down the middle of the abdomen black ; 
a whitish patch on the nape ; back and scapulars greenish yellow ; 
VOL. I. E 
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rump slaty ; upper tail-coverts black ; tail black, the outer webs 
suffused with blue, all the feathers tipped with white, tlie outer 
web of the outermost pair of feathers entirely white ; lesser wing- 
coverts black, edged with slaty ; the other coverts and the winglot 
black, edged with blue and tipped with white, forming two wing- 
bars ; the earlier primaries edged with white at base and below the 
emarginations ; the others, with the secondaries, edged with blue 
and tipped with white; tertiaries black, edged and tipped with 
white ; abdomen, sides of breast, and ax diaries deep yellow 7 ; under 
tail-eoverts black tipped with white. 

The young are very similar to the adult. 

Bill black ; iris brown ; legs dark plumbeous; claws dusky (Scully). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *5. 

This Tit is of the same type of plumage as P. major of Europe 
and Northern Asia, but is more brightly coloured, has two wing- 
bars and more white on the tertiaries. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhu- 
tan. P. monticola also occurs in the Khusi and Naga Hills, and 
Hume obtained it at Matchi on the Eastern llills of Manipur. 
It appears to be found chiefly from 4000 to 8000 feet of elevation. 

Habits , fyc. This species breeds from March to June, constructing 
a loose nest of moss and feathers in a hole of a tree, wall, or bank. 
It lays five to eight eggs, which are very similar to those of P. atricq 
in colour, and measure -72 by '52. 

Genus jEGITHALISCTJS, Cab., 1850. 

Similar to Pams but with a more graduated tail and the feathers 
of the crown longer and more copious : no ventral band ; of dimi- 
nutive size. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Chin white ; throat black. 

a\ Eyebrow pure white JE. erythrocephalus, p. 50. 

b\ Eyebrow black, streaked with white . . AH. manipurmsis , p. 01. 

b. Chin and throat black JE. leucogemjs, , p. 51. 

c. Chin and throat white JE. niveigularis] p. 02. 

d. Chin and throat silvery white .......... JE. ioschistvs , p. 02. 


35. -Egithaliscus erythrocephalus. The Bed-headed Tit 

Parus erythrocephalus, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 23 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 30, 
fig. L 


^Eoithaliscus erythrocephalus (Vig.), Jerd. It. I. ii, p. 270: Hume, 
N. 8f E. p. 401 j id. Cat. no. 634; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 322: Oates 
m Hume's N. $ K 2nd ed. i, p. 36. 

Owtes^erythrocephalus ( Vig .), Blyth, Cat. p. 104; Horsf. # M . Cat i, 

Acredula erythrocepkala { Vig.), Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 06. 
Tyiong-samyi, Lepch. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut ; a broad eve- 
brow from the eye to the nape white ; lores, round the eye, ear- 
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coverts, a band under the eyebrow and a large round patch on the 
throat black ; chin and a moustachial streak white ; remainder of 
the lower plumage ferruginous, with a paler band across the breast 
next to the black of the throat ; upper plumage and wing- coverts- 
bluish grey ; primary wing-coverts and winglet dark brown ; quills 
brown, narrowly edged with bluish grey ; tail dark brown suffused 
with bluish grey, the outer web of the outermost feather white, the 
inner tipped white ; the next two feathers tipped with white. 

Bill black ; gape fleshy ; iris pale yellow or yellowish creamy ; 
feet bufliy yellow ; claws livid (Scully). 

Length about 4*2 ; tail 2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *35. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Haz&ra to Bhutan, 
generally at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet. South of 
the Bramaputra Biver this species is replaced by the next. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from March to May, constructing a roundish 
ball of a nest of moss, lichen, and roots in the branch of an oak 
or a deodar and occasionally in tufts of grass and low bushes. 
The eggs, four to eight in number, are pinkish, dotted with reddish 
in a zone round the larger end ; they measure -56 by *45. 

36. JEgithaliscus manipurensis. Hume’s Bed-heacled Tit . 

yEgithaliscus erythrocephalus (Vig.) , Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, 
pt. ii, p. 169 ; Wald, in Blyth’s Birds Burnt, p. 112; Hume fy Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 376 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 127. 

-dSgithaliscus manipurensis, Hume , S. F. xi, p. 254 (1888). 

Coloration. Besembles JE. erythrocephalus. Differs in having the 
eyebrow black, streaked with white ; the pectoral band, next the 
black throat, very white and distinct ; and the lower plumage chest- 
nut, the portion next the pectoral band being a brighter chestnut. 

The male has the legs and feet warm reddish-mahogany brown ; 
claws darker ; bill black ; iris bright yellowish white. The female 
has the legs and feet very pale orange-brown; bill black; iris 
creamy-white. (Hume.) 

Length about 4-2 ; tail 2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *35 ; bill from gape *3. 

Distribution. Shillong; the Naga Hills; the Limatol range in 
the western hills of Manipur ; Karennee at 3000 feet. 

37. 2Egithaliscus leucogenys. The White-cheeked Tit . 

# Orites leucogenys, Moore } P. Z. S. 1854, p. 139 ; Horsf. ty M. Cat. i, 
p. 374. 

JEgithaliscus leucogenys (Moore), Hume , Cat. no. 634 bis ; Bidr 
dulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 71, 1882, p. 281 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 567. 

Acredula leucogenys (Moore), Gadow, Cat . B. M. viii, p. 59. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape pale reddish brown ; lores, 
a very broad band through the eye to the nape, chin and throat 
black ; cheeks and ear-coverts white ; upper plumage, a hand over 
the ear-coverts, wing-coverts, and the edges of the wing-feathers 
olive-grey ; winglet and primary-coverts dark brown ; tail brown, 

e2 
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the outermost feather with the outer web white and the inner 
tipped white, the next feather obliquely, and the next very 
narrowly tipped white ; lower plumage reddish fawn, the portion 
immediately next the black throat deep rusty red. 

Bill black ; iris pale creamy or white ; feet pale orange ; claws 
dusky or brown (Scully). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *35. 

The young have the black chin and throat of the adult faintly 
indicated and the colours duller. 

Distribution . Confined apparently to the north-west portion of 
Kashmir. Biddulph obtained this bird about fifteen miles above 
G-ilgit, and Scully states that it is a permanent resident along the 
course of the main valley above Grfigit from Bargo to Singal at 
elevations from 5500 to 7000 feet. It extends into the adjoining 
parts of Afghanistan. 

38. -ZEgithaliscus niveigularis. The White-throated Tit. 

Orites niveogularis, Gould , Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 140. 

AUoithaliscus niveogularis (Gould), Jerd. B. I. li, p. 272; Hume, 
Cat . no. 636. 

Acredula niveogularis (Gould), Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 58. 

Coloration . [Forehead and front of crown, cheeks, chin, throat, 
and sides of neck white ; lores and a very broad eye-band black, 
the two bands partially blending on the nape ; ear-coverts hair- 
brown slightly streaked with whitish ; hind crown and nape bufiiy 
brown ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and edges of the wing-feathers 
ashy grey, all but the latter tinged with isabelline ; tail brown, the 
outermost feather with the outer web white, the next two white 
along the shaft and at the tip ; lower plumage pinkish buff, divided 
from the white of the throat by a broad brown band. 

The young have the chin and throat pinkish ; otherwise they 
' resemble the adult. 

Bill in the dry state black ; legs reddish brown. 

Length about 4*3 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *4. 

Distribution . I have examined specimens obtained at Simla ; at 
G-ulmurg in Kashmir ; and at another place in the same State at 
10,000 feet of elevation, but with no precise locality. The species 
is also contained in the Pinwill Collection from the N.W. Hima- 
layas. I can find no information about the distribution of this 
rare bird beyond what the above-noted specimens afford. Gould 
received it from N. India. 


39. JEgithaliscus ioschistus. The Bufous-fronted Tit . 

J-A. S. B. xiii, p. 943 (1844); 
Orites (?) jouschistos (. Hodgs .), Horsf. fyM. Cat. i, p. 375. 
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JEgithaliscus iouschistos (. Hodgs .), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 271 ; Blanf. J. A. 

S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 58 ; Hume, Cat no. 635. 

Acredula jouschistos ( Hodgs .), Gadow, Cat B. M. viii, p. 58. 

Coloration . [Forehead, a broad band on the middle of the head, 
the sides o£ the neck, and a broad collar on the upper back fawn- 
colour ; lores, under the eye, and a broad band on the side of the 
crown extending to the upper back and there blending with the 
band on the other side, black ; ear-coverts blackish in front, rufous 
behind ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and the edges to the wings 
and tail ashy olive ; primary-coverts and winglet dark brown ; tail 
brown, the outer web of the outermost feather white, the next two 
with some white at the tip ; chin and throat silvery white with 
the black bases of the feathers showing through, the chin and a 
stripe under the cheek blacker than the other parts ; cheeks and 
entire lower plumage dark ferruginous. 

The young have the lower plumage pale rufous, and the black 
and silvery feathers on the chin and throat are absent. 

Bill black ; legs yellow-brown ; iris brown (Jerdon) ; iris yellow 
(Blanf.). 

Length about 4 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from gape 
•35. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan. Blanf ord remarks 
that it is probably found only in pine-forests. He observed it in 
Sikhim at elevations of 9000 and 10,000 feet. 


Genus SYLVIPARUS, Burton, 1835. 

Resembles Parus, but has a proportionately smaller bill and 
a square or slightly-forked tail ; plumage greenish ; no ventral 
band. 

■ 

40. Sylviparus modestus. The Yellow-browed Tit . 

Sylviparus modestus, Burton, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 154; Blyth, Cat. p. 104; 
Hor8 % f, M. Cat. i, p. 373 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 267 ; Stoliczha, J. A. S. 
B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 51 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169 ; 
Hume, Cat no. 632 ; Scully, S. P. viii, p. 322 ; Marsh. Ibis , 1884, 
p. 418; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 253. 

Parus seriophrys, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 942 (1844). 

Parus modestus (Burt.), Gadoxo, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 33. 

The Yellow-browed Flower-Lecher, Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage, sides of neck, and the wings and 
tail olive-green, the feathers of the crown centred with brown ; 
sides of the head yellowish green slightly mottled with brown ; a 
ring of feathers round the eye and a short eyebrow yellow ; lower 
plumage yellow tinged with ochraceous ; edge of wing and the 
under wing-coverts bright yellow. 

Bill dark plumbeous, palest along the commissure and at base of 
the lower mandible; legs and feet plumbeous; iris very dark 
brown (Davison). 
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Length about 4; tail 1*4; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *6; bill from gape -4. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Bhutan. Stoliezka observed this Tit about Panji and Ohini in the 
Sutlej Valley in summer, and subsequently at Leh on the Indus in 
Kashmir. Marshall notes it from Chamba. Scully states that it 
is common on the hills round the valley of Nepal at 6000 to 8000 
feet. It is found in Sikhim and also in Bhutan. Crossing the 
Bramaputra Biver we find it recorded by Godwin- Austen from the 
Eastern Barail range just under the peaks of Japvo andKhunho. 

Jerdon states that this bird extends to the plains and that he 
procured it at Ajanta at the edge of the hills south of Khandesh. 
I have not been able to find any other locality in the plains from 
which it has been obtained. 


Genus MACHL0L0PHUS, Cab., 1850. 

Similar to Parus , but with a long pointed crest ; a broad ventral 
band. 


Key to the /Species. 

a. Forehead bright yellow M. spilonotus, p. 54. 

b. Forehead black. 

a Of smaller size ; tips of wing-coverts 

yellow M. xanthogenys , p. 55. 

b’ . Of larger size ; tips of wing-coverts white. M. haplonotus, p. 56. 

41. Machlolophus spilonotus. The Blade-spotted Yellow Tit. 

Parus spilonotus, Blyth, Cat. p. 103 (1849) ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 371 ; Oadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 26. 

Machlolophus spilonotus {BL), Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 281 ; Wald, in Bl. 
Birds Burm. p. 112 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 377 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 649 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 128 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 255 : Oates in 
Hume's H. £ E. 2nd ed. i, p. ,37. 

Parus subviridis, Tick., Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 267 (1855) : Blyth 
Sf Wald. Birds Burm . p. 112, 

Muchetink-pho , Lepch. 

Coloration . Forehead, lores, a broad supereitium, a nape-patch, 
sides of the head and neck bright yellow ; crown, crest, a streak 
behind the eye, a patch on either side the nape, chin, throat, and a 
broad mesial band down to the vent black ; the longer feathers of 
the crest tipped with yellow; sides of the breast yellow ; remainder 
of the lower plumage olive-yellow, purer next the black band ; 
under tail-coverts mingled grey and white ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries yellowish white ; back and scapulars yellow, each 
feather laterally margined with black ; rump yellowish green ; 
upper tail-coverts deep bluish grey ; tail black, broadly edged with 
bluish grey and tipped white, the outer web of the outermost 
feather entirely white; lesser wing-coverts black, tipped with 
bluish grey ; median and greater coverts and tertiaries black with 
broad white tips ; primaries white at base, the outer ones edged 
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with white, the others and the secondaries edged with bluish grey 
and the latter narrowly tipped white. 

The young at first want the black margins to the feathers of the 
back, and the throat, breast, and ventral band are greenish. 

Legs and feet deep plumbeous blue, the claws similar; gape 
white ; bill black ; iris deep brown {Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikhim, and Assam at elevations of from 
3000 feet to 6000 ft. or more. Also the Kh^si Hills, Manipur, 
Karennee, and Muleyit Mountain in Tenasserim. 

Habits , Sfc. Mandelli found the nest at Lebong in Sikhim on the 
15th June in a hole in a dead tree close to the ground. The nest 
was composed of fur, fern-stems, and moss, and contained three eggs, 
one of which only appears to have been preserved. It was white, 
marked, spotted, and speckled with pale reddish brown and with 
underlying spots of pale purple, and measured -78 by *55. 

42. Machlolophus xanthogenys. The Yellow-cheeked Tit . 

Parus xanthogenys, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 23 ; Gould , Cent pi. 29, 
fig. 1 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 103 (part.) ; Hoi'sf. & M. Cat i, p. 371; 
G allow , Cat B. M. viii, p. 24. 

Machlolophus xanthogenys ( Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 279 ; Stoliczka , 
J \ A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 62 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B xli, pt. ii, 
p. 167 j Hume , N. Sf JE. p. 407 ; Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, 
8. F. iii, p. 492 ; Hume, Cat no. G47 ; P Swinhoe Sf Barnes, Ibis, 
1885, p. 127 ; P Barnes , Journ. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 62; P Littledale, 
Journ. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 199 ; ? Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 249 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. 8f F. 2nd ed. i, p. 38. 

Coloration . Lores, forehead, crown, crest, sides of the nape, a 
bar on the side of the neck, a broad streak behind the eye, chin, 
throat, centre of the breast, and a broad band down the middle of 
the abdomen black, the longer feathers of the crest tipped yellow ; 
a distinct supereilium over the eye and ear-coverts, a nape-patch, 
the cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of the breast and of the upper abdo- 
men bright yellow ; remainder of the lower surface olive-yellow; 
under tail-coverts white; back and rump olive-green; upper tail- 
coverts slaty ; scapulars and lesser wing-coverts black, broadly edged 
with olive-green; the other coverts black tipped with yellow; 
primary-coverts dark brown; primaries white at base, and the 
outer ones edged with white below the emarginations ; secondaries 
edged with bluish and tipped with white ; tertiaries broadly tipped 
with white ; tail dark brown, suffused with ashy blue on the outer 
webs, all the feathers tipped white, and the outer web of the outer- 
most pair entirely white. 

Bill black ; legs, feet, and claws lavender-blue ; iris very dark 
brown {Davison). 

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2’3 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
•55. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Eastern 
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Nepal at elevations of from 4000 to 7000 ft. This Tit is stated to 
occur also at various localities in the plains ; at Dungarpur in Mey- 
war and Jhalod in the Panch Mahals by Littledale ; at ISTeemuch by 
Barnes; and at Mhow in Central India by Swinhoe and Barnes. 
There is no doubt, however, that some mistake has been made 
about its occurrence in these places, M. haplonotus having been 
confounded with it. A specimen procured by Swinhoe at Mhow 
and now in the British Museum, labelled if. xanthogenys , is un- 
mistakably M. haplonotus with pure white tips to the wing-coverts. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in April and May, constructing a pad-like 
nest of hair and fur in holes in trees and walls. It lays either four 
or five eggs, which are white or reddish white, speckled and spotted 
with brick-dust red. They measure *74 by *54.* 


43. Machlolophus haplonotus. The Southern Yellow Tit . 

Parus aplonotus, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xvi, p. 444 (1847) ; Gadoio, Cat . B. 
M. vrii. p. 25. 

Parus jerdoni, Blyth , /. A. S. B. xxv, p. 445 (185G). 

Machlolophus jordoni (Bl.) } Jerd. B. L ii, p. 280; Hume , S. F. iii, 
p. 49^. 

Machlolophus aplonotus (Bl.) } Hume , S. F, vii, p. 405 ; id. Cat . no. 
648; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 249; Oates m Hume's N. <§• JE. 
2nd ed. i, p. 39. 

‘ Coloration . Resembles M. xanthogenys . Differs in being larger 
in all its dimensions ; in having the wing-coverts tipped with, white 
instead of yellow ; and in having the green and yellow portions of 
the plumage dull instead of bright. The second character is the 
most trustworthy. In addition to the above there is another 
character which is more or less constant : in if. haplonotus the eye- 
brow extends over the ear-coverts only, and not over the eye. 

The young have the throat, breast, and ventral band greenish 
brown, and the crown of the same colour as the back with brown 
shaft-streaks. 

Iris deep brown; legs and feet bluish lead-colour; bill black 
(Butler). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape -6. 

Distribution. Throughout the peninsula of India south of a line 
drawn from Abu to Pareshnath in Behar, up to elevations of 6000 
feet or so. The species does not appear to be found west of Abu 
nor east of Pareshnath. 

Habits, fyc. Breeds from May to September, making a small nest 
of moss and hair in holes of trees and laying five eggs, which are 
white spotted all over with red ; the dimensions of the eggs are not 
recorded. 


* Parus grippithit, Blyth . , J. A, S . B. xvi, p. 445, described from a drawing 
has never yet been identified. Its origin is so obscure and its existence so’ 
doubtful that it may well be omitted from this work. Its description is repro- 
duced m ‘ Stray Feathers, * vol.vii, p. 445. v p 
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Genus LOPHOPHANES, Kaup, 1829, 

Similar to Parus, but crested and with the tail square or slightly- 
forked ; no ventral band. From Mcichlolophus the present genus 
is distinguished by the square or slightly forked tail and by the 
absence of a ventral band. 


Key to the Species* 


a. With a double row of spots on the wing- 

coverts. 

o'. Abdomen iron-grey 

b'. Abdomen ferruginous. 

b. With no spots on the wing-coverts. 
d. Ohin and throa-t black or blackish. 

a". Breast and abdomen ferruginous. . . . 
b". Breast black, abdomen ashy olive . . 
c" . Upper breast only black, lower breast 

and abdomen ashy olive 

d. Chin and throat f ulvous-grey 


L. melanolophus , p. 57. 
L, cemodius , p. 58. 


L. 1 'ubidiventris, p. 58. 
I. rufimtchalis, p. 58. 

I. beavani, p. 59. 

L. dichrous , p. 59. 


44. Lophophanes melanolophus. The Crested Black Tit . 

Parus melanolophus, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 23 ; Could , Cent. pi. 30, 
fig. 2; Blyth , Cat. p. 104; Horsf.fyM. Cat. p. 372 ; Biddulph,lbis, 
1881, p. 72 ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 568 ; Gadow , Cat . B . M: viii, 

p. 28. 

Lophophanes melanolophus ( Vig.), Jerd. B. I ii, p. 273 ; Hume, N. 
% JE. p. 403; Brooks , S. F. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, Cat. no. 638 ; Wardlaw 
Ramsay, Ibis , 1880, p. 61 ; Oates in Hume’s JV. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 40. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, chin, throat, 
and breast deep black ; a large patch on the nape white ; the ear- 
coverts, extending down the sides of the neck, the cheeks, and 
under the eye white ; upper plumage iron-grey, the exposed parts 
of the wings and tail paler ; the middle and lower series of the 
wing-coverts, the tertiaries, and some of the secondaries tipped 
with white, the tips of the coverts more or less tinged with rufous ; 
lower plumage from the breast downwards iron-grey, the under 
wing-coverts, axillaries, and a portion of the sides of the body 
chestnut ; under tail-coverts chiefly chestnut. 

The young have the head brown ; the upper plumage greyish 
brown ; the wing-spots very rufous ; the chin, throat, and breast 
brown ; the remainder of the lower plumage fulvous-brown with 
the axillaries pale chestnut. 

Bill black ; legs, feet, and claws dark bluish grey ; iris brown 
(Davison). 

Length about 4*3 • tail 1*7 ; wing 2*5 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *4. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kumaon to Murree and 
Gilgit at elevations of from 6000 to 12,000 feet, extending into 
Afghanistan. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds at 6000 to 8000 feet from March to June, 
constructing a nest of fur and wool, resting on a foundation of moss, 
in a hole in a tree, wall, or rock. The eggs, six to eight in number, 
are pinkish white, blotched and spotted with bright brownish red ; 
they measure about *61 by *47 f 
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45. Lophophanes semodius. The Himalayan Cole-Tit 

Parus semodius, Hodgs ., Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 943 (1844) ; Jerd. 
£. I. ii, p. 276 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 41. 

Lophophanes semodius (Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. u. p. ot ; 
Hume, Gat. no. 642. 

Lophophanes humii ; Brooks , J. A. 8. B. xlii, p. 57 (1873). 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, crest, lores, sides of the head and 
nape, chin, throat, and sides of the neck black ; cheeks, ear-coverts, 
and a nape-patch white ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
and tail bluish ashy ; the rump tinged with ferruginous, the median 
and greater coverts tipped with white, forming two wing-bars, the 
tertiaries and later secondaries minutely tipped with white ; lower 
plumage, axillaries, and under wing-coverts ferruginous. 

Iris dark brown; legs leaden-grey ; bill black (Blanf or d). 

Length about 4’ 2; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*4; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape -4. 

Distribution. Sikhim and Nepal, from which latter State there 
are some of Hodgson’s specimens in the British Museum. It is 
apparently found at high elevations only. 

46. Lophophanes rnhidiventris. The Rufous-bellied Crested Tit . 

Parus rubidiventris, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 445 (1847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 104; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 372 ; Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 30. 

Lophophanes rubidiventris (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 274 ; Hume, 

. Cat. no. 639. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, lores, chin, and 
throat dark brown or blackish, but never the deep black of L. melano - 
lojphus , L. rufinuchalis , and L . beavani ; cheeks, ear-coverts, the sides 
of the neck, and a large nuchal spot white ; upper plumage olive- 
brown ; the wings and tail brown with bluish-ashy edges, and the 
upper tail-coverts tipped with fulvous ; lower plumage and under 
wing-coverts ferruginous. 

In the dry state the bill is black and the legs dark brown. 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *5. 

Distribution. Nepal, where procured by Hodgson. In the Pin- 
will Collection there are specimens from the N.W. Himalayas, 
which locality probably refers to -Kumaon. 

47. Lophophanes rufinuchalis. The Simla Blade Tit. 

Parus rufonuchalis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xviii, p. 810 (1849) : Bhjth, 
Cat. p. 103 ; Biddtdph , Ibis, 1881, p. 72 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881 . p. 568 : 
Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 29. ' * 9 



Coloration . Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, base of bill, 
chin, throat, breast, and upper part of the abdomen, produced on 
to the lower part of the abdomen as a broad band, black ; a large 
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spot on the nape white, tinged with ferruginous posteriorly ; wings 
and tail bluish ashy ; under the eye, ear-coverts, and a band down 
the neck white; back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
olive-green ; lower abdomen and sides of body ashy olive ; under 
tail-coverts and axillaries chestnut; under wing-coverts pale fulvous. 

The young are dark brown where the adult is .black and the 
axillaries and under tail-coverts are paler rufous. 

Legs, feet, and bill black ; iris brown ( G. Henderson ). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2*2; wing 3 ; tarsus *75; bill from gape *55< 

Distribution . The Himalayas from G-urwhal to Grilgit, at eleva- 
tions of from 7000 to 10,000 or 12,000 feet, occasionally in winter 
descending to 5000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Brooks found the nest containing newly-hatched 
young near Derali in the valley of the Bhagirati river under a large 
stone in the middle of May. This Tit also breeds in the pine-forests 
of G-ilgit. 

48. Lophophanes beavani. The Silchim Cole-Tit. 

Lophophanes beavani, Blyth , Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 2 75 (1863) ; Blanf. J. 
A. S. B. xli, pt. ii. p. 57 ; id. S. F. viii, p. 183 ; Hume, Cat. no. 611 ; 
id. S. F. viii, p. 189. 

Parus atkinsoni, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 276 (1803) ; Hume, Cat . no. 643. 

Pams beavani ( Bl. ), Gadow, Cat . B. M. viii, p. 29. 

The Sikkim Cole-Tit ; the Sikhim Black Tit , Jerd. ; Lho Tasso, Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, chin, throat,' 
and upper breast deep black ; ear-coverts, the sides of the neck, and 
under the eye white tinged with fulvous ; a large nape-spot white ; 
upper plumage and wing-coverts iron-grey; the wings and tail 
narrowly edged with paler grey ; lower plumage ashy olive, tinged 
more strongly with ashy near the margin of the breast ; axillaries, 
under wing- and tail-coverts chestnut. 

The young have the black of the adult replaced by dark brown ; 
the upper plumage is brown and the lower tinged with fulvous. 

Iris brown ; legs leaden grey ; bill black (Blanf ord). 

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*4 to 2*8 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *5. 

Distribution. Sikhim at considerable elevations. Also Nepal, 
where both Hodgson and Mandelli procured this species. 

49. Lophophanes dichrous. The Brown Crested Tit. 

Parus dichrous, Hodge., Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 943 (1844) ; Blyth, 
Cat . p. 104 ; Horsf. <$r M. Cat . i, p. 372 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, 
p. 33. 

Lophophanes dichrous ( Hodgs . ), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 273 ; Blanf. J. A. 
S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 56 j Hume, Cat. no. 037. 

Coloration. Tipper plumage brownish grey ; the wings very 
narrowly margined with hoary grey ; forehead and sides of the 
head pale fulvous mottled with brown; a half-collar round the 
hind neck, interrupted at the nape, cream-colour ; chin and throat 
fulvous grey ; lower plumage ochraceous. 
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Bill dusky bluish ; feet plumbeous ; iris brick-red (Jerdon), 

Length about 4-5; tail 1-9; wing 2*7; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape -45. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Sikhim to Dharmsala. I have 
seen no specimen from any place north of this latter and can find 
no grounds for believing that the species occurs in Kashmir as 
suggested by Jerdon on the evidence afforded by Adams. Blanford 
found it in Sikhim at elevations of from S000 to 13,000 feet* It 
extends into the mountainous parts of China. 

Subfamily PARADOXORNITHIN/I3. 

The Crow-Tits have undoubted close affinities with the Tits and 
through them with the Crows, but they form a very isolated group 
in some respects, all of them being restricted to the mountains 
and hills of Northern and Eastern India and some of the mountain- 
ranges of China. 

The position of these birds has been much disputed, but looking 
to the facts that they have ten primaries, that the young are iden- 
tical in plumage with the adult, and that the nostrils are completely 
hidden by stiff bristles, their location with the Crows and Tits seems 
the proper course to adopt. 

The three species regarding the nidification of which anything 
is known construct cup-shaped nests in trees and lay eggs which 
are marked with yellowish brown and purple. 

The plumage of all the species is copious and soft, and they have 
a very ample crest, not of great length, but very thick. With one 
exception the bills of all the genera are extremely deep, the depth 
being greater than the length of the bill. The culincn is very 
rounded transversely, and the margins of the mandibles in most of 
the species are curiously sinuated. 

Their food, judging from what Mr. Grammie tells us, is not grain 
and seeds but insects, and consequently there is nothing anomalous 
in their habits in this respect as was at one time thought to bo the 
case. 

Key to the Genera . 

а. Tail longer than wing. 

a\ Tail less graduated ; the outermost pair of 

feathers fully three quarters len gth of tail. Conostoma, p, 00, 

b\ Tail more graduated ; the outermost pair 
of feathers not exceeding two thirds 
length of tail. 

a". Height of hill greater than its length ; 

commissure with deep sigmoid curve . . Parado xornih, p. 01. 
6". Height of hill not greater than its 
‘ length; commissure with a slight sig- 
moid curve Suthora, p. 03. 

б. Tail equal to or shorter than wing ........ Sc^orhynchus, p. 68. 

Genus CONOSTOMA, Hodgs., 1841. 

The genus Conostoma contains only one species, the largest 
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member of the subfamily. 3fc is characterized by a tail longer than 
the wing, and the tail-feathers are considerably less graduated than 
in the next two genera. It is found at very high elevations. 



Fig. 21. — Ilead of 0 . amodium. 


50. Conostoma semodium. The Bed-billed Crow-Tit. 

Conostoma cemodius, Ilodgs . J. A . S. B. x, p. 857, pi. (1841) ; Blylh, 
Cal . p, 101. 

Conostoma semodium, Hodgs., Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,pp. 213, 377 ; Jerri. 
B. I. ii, p. 10 ; Blunf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 4(5 ; Hume , N. # E. 
p. 237 ; id. Cat. no. 381 ; Sharpe . Cat. B. M. vii, p. 485 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. <$■ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 42. 

The Bed-hilled Jay-Thrush , Jerd. ; Lko-rannio-plio, Lepch. 

Coloration. Lores and feathers in front of the eyes dark brown ; 
forehead greyish white ; upper plumage olive-brown with a rufous 
tinge ; outer edges of primaries ashy, of the secondaries rufous, 
and the tertiaries, with the tips of the secondaries, ashy ; tail ashy- 
grey, more or less washed with rufous along the middle of the 
feathers ; chin, throat, and sides of head brown, with a vinous 
tinge, becoming paler on the rest of the lower plumage. 

Bill dull orange; legs slaty grey; iris brown ( Jerclon ). 

Length about 12; tail 5*5; wing 5-2; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution . Nepal and Sikhim, apparently at very high eleva- 
tions. Blanford met with it at 11,000 feet on the Chola range, 
and the nest has been found on two occasions at 10,000 feet in 
Sikhim. This bird extends to the high mountains on the frontier 
of China and Tibet. 

Habits , Sfc. Constructs a hemispherical nest of stems and blades 
of grass and bamboo-leaves on a branch of a bamboo in May. The 
eggs, probably three in number, are dull white, blotched and streaked 
with yellowish brown and spotted about the larger end with inky 
purple ; size 1T1 by *8. 

Genus PARAD0X0RNIS, Gould, 1836. 

The genus Paradoxornis , as I restrict it, contains two species 
found in India. It differs from the last genus by its more graduated 
tail and by its very deep bill. Very little is known of the habits 
and nothing whatever of the mode of nidification of either species. 
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Jerdon remarks o£ P. flavirostris that he procured it in a pine 
wood and that it had partaken of seeds. It does not, however, 
appear to be the usual habit of these birds to eat seeds or to be 
found in forests. 


Key to the Species. 

a . Throat barred with black and white, bordered 

below by a black band P. flavirostris , p. 02. 

b. Throat pale fulvous, with a few delicate arrow- 

head-shaped marks and no band below .... P. guttaticollis } p. 02. 

51. Paradoxornis flavirostris. The Yellow-billed Crow-Tit. 

Paradoxornis flavirostris, Gould , P. Z. S. 1830, p. 17 ; Korsf. <§• M. 
Cat . i, p. 370 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 4 ; Godw.-Aust . J. A . S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 268, xlv, pt. ii, p. 72 ; S. F. ii. p. 457, v, p. 30 ; Cat. 

no. 373 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 496 j Hume, S. F. xi, p. 134. 
Bathyrhynchus brevirostris, MeClell. Ind. Bev. 1838, p. 513, fig. 

The Yellow-billed Finch-Thrush , Jerd. 

Coloration . Forehead, crest, nape, sides of neck, and hinder part 
of ear-coverts dull chestnut ; lores black ; feathers round the eye 
and a patch under it white, the bases of the feathers more or less 
black ; anterior two thirds of ear-coverts and the point of the chin 
black; cheeks and chin white barred with black; throat black; 



Pig. 22. — Head of P. flavirostris. 


upper plumage fulvous-brown, rufous on the tail and visible por- 
tions of wings ; lower plumage fulvous. 

Bill bright yellow ; legs plumbeous ; iris red-brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution. Distributed throughout the Terais of Nepal, Sikhim, 
and Bhutan, and ranging as far as Dibrugarh in Assam. Pound 
also in the Khasi hills, Sylhet and Cachar in suitable localities, 
which appear to be thickets of reeds. 

52. Paradoxornis guttaticollis. Austen’s Crow-Tit . 

Paradoxornis guttaticollis, A . David. N. Arch. Mas. vii, Bull p. 34 
(1871) ; Sharpe 9 Cat. B . M. vii, p. 497. 
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Paradoxornis ausieni, Gould, B. As. pt. xxiv, pi. 73 (1874) ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. 3. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 150 ; Hume, 3. F. iii, p. 302 j 
Cat. no. 373 bis. 

.Coloration. Resembles F. jlavirostris. Differs in having the 
cheeks, chin, throat, and upper part of breast pale fulvous-white, 
with numerous delicate arrowhead-shaped marks of black, and 
the remainder of the lower plumage of the same colour but with- 
out the marks ; the head and crest of a paler chestnut ; the bill of 
about half the size and the logs much feebler. 

Bill yellow ; iris brown or hazel ; legs and claws green (Cock- 
bur ri). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution. Occurs in Sylhet, and on the Khasi and Naga Hills, 
in which last locality Godwin-Austen obtained this species at 
6000 feet elevation. It extends into Western China. 


Genus SUTHORA, Hodgs., 1838. 

The genus Suthora contains seven Indian birds which with one 
exception are of very small size. Jerdon and others have assigned 
these seven birds to three genera, Heteromorpha, Clihuasicus and 
Suthora. I consider them absolutely congeneric and have failed 
to find a single structural character by which to separate them. 

This genus differs from the last in its relatively smaller bill 
(which is also of less depth as compared with its length) and in 
the commissure being much less curved. Prom the next genus it 
may be separated by its much longer tail. 

Many of these birds are very prettily coloured, and they appear’ 
to resemble the Tits in their habits, feeding on insects, for which 
they search the branches and leaves of trees. Nothing whatever is 
known about their nidification. 


Key to the Species, 
a. A well-defined large black or brown super- 


cilium. 

a' Upper plumage olive-brown S. unicolor, p. 04. 

V. Upper plumage orange-brown. 

a . Ear-coverts orange-brown S. humii, p. 64. 

b . Ear-coverts slaty-blue. 

a" 1 . Lower plumage orange-fulvous . . S. nepahnsis, p. C5. 

b ,n . Lower plumage bluish-grey. S. poliotis, p. 05. 

b. Supercilium very small or absent. 
e\ Wings edged with blight chestnut .... S. fulvifrons, p. 06. 
d'. Wings edged with colour of hack. 

c". No supercilium whatever S. rwficeps, p. 67. 

d". A short black supercilium S. atrisuperdliaris , p. 67. 
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53. Suthora tinicolor. The Brown Croiv-Tit. 

Heteromorpha unicolor, Hodgs . J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 448 (1 843') ; Jerd. B, 
J. ii, p. 6 ; Blanf \ J A. 8 . B . xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Hume, Cat no. 376. 

Paradoxornis unicolor (Hodgs.) i Horsf. M. Cat. i, p. 376. 

Suthora unicolor (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 403. 

The Brovm Finch-Thrush, Jerd. ; Lho-ramnio-pho , Lepch. 

Coloration . Forehead and crest brown tinged with rufous ; lores 
and a supercilium reaching to the nape black ; chin and sides o£ 
head vinous-brown ; throat and sides of neck greyish brown ; 
upper plumage olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous on tail and 
visible portions of wings ; breast and lower plumage dull fulvous. 



Pig. 23. — Head of S. unicolor . 


Iris hoary grey ; legs and feet greenish grey ; bill fleshy 
yellowish ( Hume , MS.). 

Bill orange-yellow ; legs slaty grey ; iris brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 8; tail 4'2 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . The higher regions of Nepal and Sikhim. Jerdon 
met with this species near Darjiling at 10,000 feet, and Blanford 
in the Lachung Valley between 7000 and 8000 feet of elevation. 
It extends to the mountains which lie between China and Tibet. 

54. Suthora liumii. The BlacJc-fronted Crow -Tit 

Suthora nipalensis, Hodgs. apud Blyth, Cat p. 102 ; Jerd. B. J. ii, 
p. 8 ; Hume , Cat no. 378. 

Suthora poliotis, Blyth , apud Horsf. ty M. Cat . i, p. 379. 

Suthora humii, Bhaipe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 487 (1883). 

The Black-fronted Tit-Thrush , Jerd. j Suthora , Nepal. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, ear-coverts, back, wing-coverts, and 
rump orange-brown ; upper tail-coverts orange-red; tail orange- 
rufous, broadly terminated with black ; primary-coverts black ; 
quills bright orange-red at base, the earlier primaries white exter- 
nally,' the others black with some white near the tips ; secondaries 
margined with orange on the outer webs and tipped white ; a broad 
supercilium from the bill to the nape black ; lores, cheeks, above 
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and below the eye and a small indistinct eyebrow white ; sides of 
the neck slaty-blue ,* chin and upper throat black margined with 
white ; lower throat, breast, and centre of abdomen, white ; sides 
of body, vent, and under tail-coverts orange-fulvous. 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 1-9 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from 
gape -3. 

This is the bird described by Jerdon under the name of 8, 
nipalensis , Hodgs., “ with ear-coverts fulvous.” It is, however, a 
very different bird to true 8. nepctlensis described below. The 
present species was known to Hodgson and was figured by him 
from Darjiling specimens. He appears, however, to have re- 
garded it as identical with 8. poliotis, a species described by Blyth 
a short time previously from Cherra Poonjee, and he consequently 
published no description of it, merely writing under the drawing 
Temnoris v. Suthora pictifrons. As this name was never published, 
Sharpe has very properly renamed the bird in his 4 Catalogue.’ 

Distribution . Sikhim, where this species appears to be common 
at and above Darjiling. 

55. Suthora nepalensis. The Ash-eared Crow-Tit. 

Suthora nipalensis, Ilodgs. Ind. Dev. ii, p. 32 (1838) ; Horsf, § M. Cat • 
i, p. 378 j Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 488. 

Temnoris atrifrons, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31. 

Suthora poliotis, BL apud Jerd, B. J. ii, p. 9 3 Hume , Cat . no. 379. 

The Ash-eared Tit- Thrush, Jerd. 

Coloration . [Forehead, crown, and nape smoky-grey 3 a very broad 
black supercilium from forehead to nape ; lores, round the eye, and 
a short broad eyebrow white ; remainder of the side of the head 
slaty-blue 3 upper plumage and wing-coverts orange-brown ; pri- 
mary-coverts black 3 primaries with hoary outer webs, tinged with 
chestnut at base ; the other quills chiefly chestnut on the outer 
webs and tipped white on both webs ; tail chestnut, broadly tipped 
blackish ; point of the chin black 3 throat rusty, with black bars 
showing through ; lower plumage orange-fulvous. 

Length about 4*3 5 tail 2*3 3 wing 1*9 ; tarsus *05 ; bill from 
gape *25. 

This is the bird described by Jerdon under the name of 8. poliotis , 
Blyth, with the lower plumage uniform rusty and the chin barred 
with black and rust colour. It is figured by Hodgson. The true 
8. poliotis is a distinct bird, differing among other things in having 
the lower plumage grey and the throat entirely black. 

Distribution. Nepal, where this Crow-Tit appears to have been 
very little observed, the only specimens of it that I have been able to 
examine being four skins in the Hodgson Collection in the British 
Museum. 

56. Suthora poliotis. The Ashy-breasted Crow-Tit . 

Suthora poliotis, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xx, p. 522 (1851) ; Sharpe , Cat. 
B. M. vii, p. 487. 

von. I. 


v 
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Suthora munipiirensis, Godw.-A mt. fy Wold. U)in, 1875, p. 2*> 6; 

8, JP.iv,p. 216; id. Cat no. 380 bis; GmtUl, B. An. iii. pl.M> » 

<5* Dew. 8. F. vi, p. 258. w 

Suthora daflaensis, Godw.-Aitsi. A. M. N. 11. (4) x\u, p. 32 < ; 

Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 489, v, p, 138. 


Coloration. TJpper plumage bright orange-brown ; a broad black 
supercilium extending to the nape and a narrow white line Mm it ; 
lores, cheeks, and under the eye white ; ear-coverts and sides of 
the neck slaty-blue ; a streak of fulvous behind the eye and over 
the front part of the ear-coverts; chin and throat black; lower 
plumage bluish grey, becoming whitish on the abdomen ami under 
tail-coverts; primary-coverts black; primaries with hoary outer webs 
tinged with chestnut at base, the other quills chiefly chest nut ou tho 
outer webs and tipped white ; tail chestnut, broadly tipped blackish. 

Length about 4 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 1 *8 ; tarsus ’65 ; bill from gape *Ii. 

This species was not known to Jordon. He was under the 
impression that the Nepal and Cherra Boon joe birds were identical, 
but under the name of 8. poliotis he described the true 8. ne/mlenntn 
only. The two birds are of course very distinct and cannot be 
confounded together. 

Distribution. Blyth described this species from a specimen pro- 
cured at Cherra Poonj^e, and my description is taken from two 
birds obtained by Godwin -Austen at 8am m a in the Eastern N r %t 
hills. The species does not appear, as yet, to have boon discovered 
in any other part of the Empire *. 


57. Suthora fulvifrous. The Fulvous- fronted Craw-Tit, 

Suthora fulvifrons, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. 8. li. xiv, p. 579 (|Klf>). 
Blyth, Cat. p. 102 ; llorsf. § M. Cat. i,p. 378 ; Jerd, It. 1. ii, p. 9 i 
Hume, Cat. no. 380. ‘ ' 

Temnoris fulvifrons, llodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31. 

Chleuasicus fulvifrons ( itodgs .), Sharpe, Cat. B. Sf. vii, p. 494. 

Fuhxms-fronted Tit- Thmsh, Jerd. 

Coloration. Eorehead, middle portion of the crown, a very short 
supercilium, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, sides of the neck, and tin* 

* As this was going to press Count Salvador! kindly sent mo a specimen of 
a Suthora from Karennee for examination. It has the abdomen ami uuifor 
tail-coverts rather bright fulvous, but I cannot discover that it differs from 
8. poliotis m any other respect. In justice, however, to Count .Salvador*, wfio 
has named this species 8. fern, I am bound to say that the two specimens of 
& jootatf/s in the British Museum, the only two specimens available for eonu 
parison, are by no means good skins, and the various minute markings on th<. 
head are not very clear. S.fea may therefore be an excellent sptvies. C'mnit 
Sal vadori thus describes it: — 

Si tiioiia pe/e, nov. sp. 

Suthora S. manipurensi, Gotha, -Au fit. et Wald., smith, ml tan hi supruiH-uhei 
rufa,minime aU)a, rcgUme tnthomlari jmftra mini tee alia it nt/o munfimUn 
laferibits et mbcmidalibm htrfe ruf'vsvmtihns f ut'ile dhlhn/uintht. 

Tjong. tot. 0 n \110 ; al 0 n ‘,(Mf> ; mid. (P“,053 ; rest ri <M»,t 197 , tarsi 0“», 0**0 
(Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii (xxvii) p. 364, 1 Luglio* I KM*.; 
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under tail-coverts bright fulvous ; a broad band from the lores over 
the eye to the nape, the back, rump, and lesser wing-coverts olive- 
yellow ; upper tail -coverts fulvous ; greater wing-coverts edged 
with chestnut ; quills with the outer webs chestnut, except the 
basal halves of those of the primaries, which are hoary; tail black- 
ish, the outer webs, except near the tips, more or less bright chest- 
nut ; abdomen deep grey. 

Bill pale ; legs light brown (Jerdon). 

Length nearly 5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 2*2; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape -3. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim. Very little is known about 
this bird, and it is very rare in collections, 

68. Suthora ruficeps. The Smaller Red-headed Crow-Tit, 

Chleuasicus ruficeps, Bhjth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 578 (1845) ; M. 
B, I. ii, p. 7 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A . S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 190; Hume, 
Cat. no. 3 77 ; Sharpy Cat B. M. vii, p. 404. 

Suthora ruficeps (Myth), Blyth , Cat. p. 102 ; Ilorsf. $ M. Cat i, p. 380. 

The Bed-headed Tit-Thrush, .lord. ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crest, and nape with ihe hind neck bright 
chestnut ; sides of the. head and of the nock paler ; lower plumage 
while, tinged with pink on the breast ; upper plumage rufous- 
brown, deeper on the fail and exposed parts of the wings; shafts 
of chin-feathers distinctly black. 

Bill whitish horny ; logs greenish plumbeous ; iris rod-brown 
{Jerdon). 

Length aljout 6 ; tail 3*2; wing 3 ; tarsus *9 5; bill from gape *55. 

^ This bird is almost an exact counterpart of Scceor7iynchns rvjieeps, 
differing from it chiefly in its blunter bill and more graduated tail. 

Distribution. vSikhim ; and Godwin-Ansten notes the species from 
Baladlian in Cachar. It appears to be a very rare bird. 

59. Suthora atrisuperciliaris. The Black-browcd Crew-Tit 

Chleunsieus ruficeps, var. atrosuporciliaris, Gorfio.-Aust T. A . S. B. 
1877, p. 147 ; Hume, & J*\ v, p. 499 ; Godzc.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, 
pt. ii, p. 15. 

Uhleuasicns vuficops, BL apud Anders. Unman Bxpcd., Airs, p. 038, 
pi. xlvii, fig. % 

Coloration. u Bright ferruginous on the head, same colour, paler, 
on the nape and oar-coverts; back and wings pale olive-brown; 
quills ringed rufous ; tail brown ; a narrow black streak over the 
eye; beneath dull white with an earthy tinge. Legs dark plum- 
beous. 

“Length about 6; wing 2*85; tail 3*3; tarsus 0*90; bill at 
front 0*44 inches. 

“ Larger than Oh. ruficeps and not so white below 7 .” (Godwin- 
Ansten.) 

Distribution. Discovered at Sadiya, Upper Assam; and procured 
at Ponsee, on the borders of Western China, bv Anderson. 

i?2 
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This species appears to me to be fairly distinct from 8. ntjiet 7«, 
and to be its eastern representative. I have examined four speci- 
mens of the Sikhim bird and find that in none of them is there 
more than a faint duskiness over the eye; in no ease is there 
anything approaching the black shown on Anderson s plate of 
8. atrisuperciliaris. Hume’s suggestion that this latter is tho male 
and 8. ruficeps the female is, I think, untenable in tin* lace ot the 
fact that all the other species of this family have the two sexes 
alike.* 


Genus SC-ffiORHYHCHlTS, n. gen. 

The two birds which I propose to place in this genus (with 8. rifi- 
ceps as the type) are not congeneric with any of the birds pre\ iousiy 
noticed. Jerdon and others have placed them in ^ PanufthVunns, 
but in my opinion wrongly so. They are characterized by a verv 
short tail, in fact they are the only Crow-Tits in which the tail 
is not longer than the wing. The tail is, moreover, very slight ly 
graduated, the outer feather being quite five sixths the whole leugl h 
of the tail. 

The birds of this genus appear to frequent reeds and tall grass. 
Key to the Species . 


a. Crown of head rufous ; chin white 8. ruficeps, p. (W, 

b. Crown of head grey ; chin black 8. gu laris, p. <Jb. 


60. Scseorhynchns ruficeps. The Larger Bed -haded Crow-Tit. 

Paradoxornis ruficeps, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 177 ( 18U>), xii, p. 6 17, 
pi. (1843) ; Jlorsf. $ M. Cat i, p. 377 ; Jml It I. h\ p. o ; Myth, 
B. Bunn. p. 117 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. ItNi ; If mm* 
fy Lav. 8. F. vi, p. 257 ; Hume , Cat. no. 375 ; Oat vs, }}. B. i, p, 130. 

Heteromorpka ruficeps ( Bhjth ), Blyth, Cat. p. 102. 

Suthora ruficeps ( Blyth ), Sharpe , Cut B. M. vii, p. 461, 

Scseorhynchus ruficeps (Blyth), Oates in Hume's # K 2nd cd. i, 
p.43. 

The Bed-headed Finch-Thrush, Jerd. ; Chongtv-phep-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Head, nape, upper back, lores, cheeks, and ear-co\orts 
chestnut ; upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of wings olive- 
brown, tinged with rufous ; the whole lower plumage white, tinged 
with bro’nn on the sides of the body, vent, thighs, and under tail- 
coverts. 

Iris reddish brown; upper mandible brown; lower nmmlible flesh- 


* Suthora brunnea, Anderson, V. Z. 8. 187 l,p. 211, was procured hv Dr. Mm 
Anderson at Momein in Chinese Territory at an elevation of f,UM> feet. It will 
doubtless be found in the mountains of Upper Burma near Bhautu, and 1 
append a description of the bird. 

The whole head and neck all round with the breast chestnut-brow n, Miffliwd 
with -vinaceous below ; the upper plumage, wing-co\ cHs, iail,mid expired part* 
of closed wing olive-brown ; lower plumage yellowish brown. Bill in dry xkm 
yellowish, with the culrnen intense black ; legs brown. 

Length about 5; tail 2*5 ; wing 2T ; tarsus '8; bill from gape *4. 
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colour; eyelids and mouth bluish; legs plumbeous; claws horn- 
colour. 

Length about 7*5 inches; tail 3*5; wing 3*5; tarsus 1*15; bill 
from gape *6, 

Specimens from Assam, Karennee, and Tenasseriin have the 
lower plumage suffused with fulvous. 

Distribution, Bikhitn and Bhutan, extending through Assam to 
Dibrugarh. This bird has also been procured at Shillong; on the 
Ilomeo Peak, N. Cachar, and in Karennee at 2300 It. Blyth 
received it from Arrakan. Davison met with it at Pahpoon in 
Tonasserim, and there is a specimen in the Hume Collection col- 
lected at Thoungyah, much further south. Jerdon states that this 
species occurs in Nepal, but on what authority is not known. 

J I ah its, Sfc. Breeds in Nikhim in May, constructing a cup-shaped 
nest of grass-stalks coated externally with a few cobwebs and lined 
inside with strips of bamboo-stems. The eggs, three in number, 
are white, spotted and blotched with yellowish brown, with some 
purplish-grey shell-marks; size -S3 by *63. 


61. Scseorhynclms gularis. The Iloanj-headecl Crow-Tit. 

Panuloxornis gularis, Ilorsf., Gray, Gen. B. ii, p. 380, pi. xciv, f. 2 
(18 g) } ; llonf. «$■ M. Cat. i, p. 377 ; Jertl B.I. ii, p. 5 ; Godxo.-Amt. 
J. A . 8. B. xxx ix, pt. ii, p. 103; Wald, in Blyth , B. Barm. p. 117 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 37*1 ; Oaten, B. B. i, p. 131. 

Puradoxornw (Iloteromorpha) cauiceps, Blyth. J \ A. S. B. xviii, 
p. 8L0 (1840). 

Iloteromorpha (? Paradoxornis) caniceps (Blyth ) , Blyth , Cat. p. 102. 

Suthora gularis (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B . M. vii, p. 492. 

Seiuorhynckus gularis ( Horsf. ), Oates in Hume's N. § JB. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 41. 

The Hoary-headed Finch-Thrush , Jerd, ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Porehead, nasal plumes, a supercilium from the fore- 
head to the nape and the chin black ; lores and round the eve, 
cheeks and lower plumage white, the sides of the breast and abdo- 
men washed with fulvous ; ear-coverts pale grey ; crown and nape 
dark grey; upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of wings 
rufous-brown. 

Bill dark yellow; legs slaty-brown (Godwin- Austen). 

Length about 6 ; tail 3*1 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . Occurs in Sikhim and Bhutan at elevations of from 
3000 to 8000 feet. It has also been obtained at Asalu in the 
Khusi llills by Grodwin-Austen, and in Karennee at 5000 feet by 
Wardlaw Ramsay. It extends into China. 

Habits, Sfo. The nest and eggs of this species, judging from what 
little is on record about them, closely resemble those of So. rvfioeps. 
The eggs measure *82 by *61. 
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Fig. *Ji.~ Gawulajs hucolojJms. 


Family CRATEROPOD11X®. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the 
upper one with a notch ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, bilammated ; 
wing with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the 
line of the forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the com- 
missure than the upper edge is to the culmeu ; plumage of the 
nestling like that of the adult female, but paler; nostrils never 
entirely concealed from view although frequently covered by hairs 
or bristles; rict-al bristles present; reetriees twelve; the inner and 
hind toes equal. 

The Crateropodiclce form an enormous family of tropical and 
subtropical species which I find it convenient to divide into six 
subfamilies or natural groups. 
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Hexes alike ; gregarious ; extremely noisy ; legs 
uru^ feet large ; wing short and rounded ; 
habits partly terrestrial, partly arboreal; 
colour of egg, with few exceptions, un- 
spotted white or blue Crateropodince, 

►Sexes alike ; solitary or occurring in very small [p. 71. 

troops; not noisy; legs and feet strong; 
wing short and rounded ; habits, skulking 
in bushes or on the ground, evading obser- 
vation ; colour of egg, with few exceptions, 

spotted Timeliince, p. 129. 

Sexes usually dissimilar; solitary; tarsus usually 
very long and .smooth ; wing usually rounded 
and short ; habits strictly terrestrial ; colour 

of egg usually spotted Brackypterygina ?, 

Hexes alike ; solitary or occurring in small [p. 177. 

troops ; not noisy ; habits entirely arboreal, 
never descending to the ground ; colour of 

egg, with few exceptions, spotted Bibiincn, p. 194. 

Hexes invariably dissimilar ; solitary or occur- 
ing ixi small troops ; colours brilliant ; 
habits entirely arboreal ; colour of egg 

usually spotted Liotrichina, p. 220. 

Hexes alike; solitary or occurring in small 
troops; habits entirely arboreal; tarsi 
very short, never exceeding in length the 
middle toe or daw ; wing rounded and 
moderately long; nape usually furnished 
with some hairs ; colour of egg, so far as is 

known, spotted Brachupodu ice, 

[p 252. 


Subfamily CRATEROPODINJS. 

The first subfamily of the Qrateropodidce comprises a number of 
birds, which form a natural group, without, however, possessing 
structural characters of marked importance. 

The Crataropodinw agreo in being gregarious, extremely noisy, 
cautious but inquisitive and frequently bold. No birds can hide 
themselves better, but on the whole they do not shun observation 
as the Thndihun do. 

The chief feature of this group, however, is the colour of their 
eggs* With few exceptions the eggs are either blue or white, per- 
fectly unspotted. The few exceptions occur in the genus Trocha- 
lopterum and one or two others. These birds will ultimately find 
a place among the TimeUincp and Sibiince ; but until the colour of 
the eggs of all the species is known and their habits better under- 
stood, an accurate arrangement of these birds is not possible. 

The Crateropodiuce all feed on the ground like Thrushes. They 
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pass a good deal of their time on trees, but they probably derive 
no portion of their food directly from trees, the fruit they occa- 
sionally eat being picked off the ground as they forage for insects. 

The head in all the 0 rater opoclinoe is crested or subcrested. 
Their tarsi, toes and claws are remarkably strong and their wings 
are very rounded and weak. They are ail non-migratory. 

The sexes are invariably alike, and the young resemble the 
adults very closely. 

The subfamily is represented in India by 10 genera and 72 
species. 


Key to the Genera . 

a. Bill shorter than head, stout and not strikingly 
curved. 

a' , Covering membrane of nostril bare ; frontal 
feathers with shafts or webs lengthened. 
a". Nostrils nearly hidden by a profusion 
of bristles and hairs springing from 

forehead Dryonastes, p. 72. 

b". Nostrils clearly visible, but overhung by 

numerous bristles Garrulax, p. 77. 

c". Nostrils not overhung by bristles, but 
merely by a few long and fine hairs. 
a !" . Bill slender ; length from forehead to 
tip more than twice the depth at 
forehead. 

aK Tail markedly longer than wing. . . . lANrH0CiNCLA,p.84. 

b\ Tail and wing equal in length Stactocichxa, 

b ,n . Bill stout; length from forehead to [p. 104. 

tip much less than twice depth at 

forehead Grammatoptila, 

d". Nostrils perfectly free and exposed, not [p. 102. 

overhung by either bristles or Hairs, . . . Trochalopterum, 

V, Posterior half of covering membrane of [p. 87. 

nostril clothed with plumelets continued 
hack to the forehead, the feathers of which 
are short and rounded. 

e". Tail very much longer than wing Argya, p. 105. 

/". Tail and wing of about equal length .... Crateropus, p. 110. 
b. Bill as long as head or much longer ; slender 
and much curved. 

c'. Bill from one to one-and-a-half times length [p. 115, 

of head Pomatorhintjs, 

d'. Bill three times length of head Xiphorhamphus 

[p. 128. 


Genus DRYONASTES, Sharpe, 1883. 

The genus Dryonastes , of which D. rufieollis is the type, contains 
those Laughing-Thrushes which have the nostrils almost com- 
pletely hidden by bristles. They are very closely allied to some of. 
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the Qorvidm in structure and they might almost he placed in the 
same family. They differ, however, in laying spotless eggs and 
in their habits. 

The habits of all the birds of this and the following five genera 
are so similar that they may be disposed of now once for ail. 
All are without exception gregarious, and are found in troops of 
from six to twenty or more individuals. They feed principally on 
the ground, their strong feet and bills enabling them to turn over 
leaves, and they are also found on trees, on which they take refuge 
when disturbed. On being alarmed, or frequently without any 
apparent cause, they break out into a chorus of notes resembling 
laughter or loud chatter. They are also in the habit of going 
through various amusing performances on the ground, erecting 1 
their crests, drooping their wings, and expanding their tails, 
dancing and capering about all the time. They are all found in 
forest or amongst trees and bushes, and although cautious and 
sometimes very shy, yet on some occasions they seem careless of 
observation, and they are difficult to get rid of when once their 
curiosity has been excited. 

They eat almost every sort of insect and the smaller reptiles, 
and they no donbt partake also of fruit. They construct large 
cup-shaped nests in trees and lay eggs which, with the exception of 
those of some species of Trochcilopteriim , are spotless white or bine. 
In Dryonastes the eggs, so far as is known, are pale bine. 


Key to the Species * 


a. Chin and throat black 

a Ear-coverts black D. ruficollis , p. 73. 

b'. Ear-coverts white. 

a". Back chestnut D. nuchalis , p. 74. 

V '. Back olive-brown JD. chinensis, p. 74. 

b. Chin and throat white. 

d . Tail plain D. ecerulatus, p. 75. 

. d 1 . Tail tipped with white D. subccerulatus, p. 76. 

c. Chin and throat chestnut-brown D. sannio , p. 76. 

d . Chin hlack, throat yellow D . galbanus , p. 76. 


62. Dryonastes ruficollis. The Rufous-necked Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocincla ruficoLis, Jard. fy Selby , 111. Orn. 2nd ser. pi. 21 (1838). 

Garrulax ruficollis {J. ty S Ely thy Cat. p. 97 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, 
p. 205 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 38 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. JB. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 269 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 254; Inglis, S. F. v, p. 34 ; Hume , Cat . 
no. 410; id. S. F. xi, p. 158. 

Dryonastes ruficollis (J. fy S.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 454; Oates 
in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 45. 

Fobduya, Beng. ; Rapchen-pho , Lepch. ; Doopooleeka , Assam. 

Coloration . Lores, sides of the head, cheeks, chin, throat, and 
centre of the uppermost portion of the breast black ; sides of neck 
bright chestnut, continued upwards to the middle of the upper 
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edge of the ear-coverts ; crown and nape slaty-grey ; upper plumage 
and wings olive-brown, the outer webs of the primaries ashy ; tail 
black, the base suffused with olive-green ; breast, upper abdomen, 
sides of the body, and thighs olive-brown ; centre of lower abdo- 
men and under tail-coverts bright chestnut. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris red (Hume). 

Length about 10; tail 4*5; wing 4; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Sadiya ; the Khasi 
hills ; Sylhet, Cachar, Manipur, Tipperah ; Bhamo. This bird is 
found at low elevations probably not above 4000 feet and mostly 
at the foot of the hills. 

Habits , Sfc. This species appears to be addicted to grass- and reed- 
jungle. It breeds in Sikhim from April to June, constructing its 
nest in bushes within a few feet of the ground. The eggs, three or 
four in number, are pale bluish green and measure 1*02 by *75. 


63. Dryonastes nuchalis. Ogle's Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax nuchalis, Godwin-Austen , A. M. N. H. (4) xviii, p. 411 
(1876) ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 68 ; id. Cat. no. 408 quat. ; Godw 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 17, pi. x; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 154. 

Dryonastes nuchalis (Godw. -Aust.'), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 456. 

Coloration. Forehead, the upper portion of the cheeks, and the 
feathers round the eye black ; crown and nape slaty-grey ; a few 
pointed white feathers in front of the crown ; hind neck and upper 
back chestnut ■ upper plumage olive-brown, the outer webs of the 
quills tinged with grey ; tail , olive-brown, with the ends broadly 
black ; lower part of cheeks, ear-coverts, and sides of neck white ; 
chin and throat black ; breast light ashy ; remainder of lower plumage 
olive-brown. 

Iris dark red ; legs and feet fleshy-grey (Ghennell). 

Bill black ; legs and feet ivory-white ; iris brick-red ( Cripps). 

Length about 10; tail 4*4; wing 4*3; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1*35. 

Distribution . The Dibrugarh district of Assam ; the Lhota-Naga 
hills ; Kamlangpani ; probably Manipur. 


64. Dryonastes chinensis. The Black- throated Laughing-Thrush. 

Lanius chinensis, Scop. Del. FI. et Faun. Insubr. ii, p. 86 (1786). 
Garrulax chinensis (Scop.), Blyth , Cat. p. 95 ; Horsf. & M. Cat. i. 
p. 202 i Walden, F. Z.S. 1866, p. 549 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 107 ; 
Hume 8r Dav. S. F. vi, p. 289 ; Hume, Cat. no. 408 ter ; Bingham, 
S. F. ix, p. 181 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 208 ; id. B. B. i, p. 38. 
Dryonastes chinensis (Scop.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 455. 


Coloration. Forehead, lores, round the eye, a line over the ear- 
coverts, the upper part of the cheeks, chin, throat, and the central 
portion of the upper breast black ; cheeks and ear-coverts white • 
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crown and nape slaty-blue, anterior part of crown streaked with 
white ; upper plumage and exposed part of wings rich olive-brown, 
except the outer webs of the first few primaries, which are silvery- 
grey ; tail olive-brown with the last quarter black ; breast, sides of 
neck, and upper portion of abdomen ashy grey ; remainder of 
lower surface olive-brown. 

Iris red; bill black; mouth and eyelids plumbeous ; legs fleshy 
brown; claws horn-colour. 

Length about 11*5; tail 4*7 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus 1*6; bill from 
gape 1 *2. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Toungngoo down to Meetan and 
the Thoungyeen valley ; the southern half of Pegu. The range 
extends into China. 

65. Dryonastes cserulatus. The Grey-sidecl Laughing-Thrush. 

Cinclosoma caerulatus, Hodys. As. Res. xix ; p. 147 (1836). 

Garrulax cserulatus (JECodgs.), Rlyth , Cat. p. 96 ; Horsf. <$* M. Cat. i, 
p. 205 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 36 ; id. Ibis , 1872, p. 302 ; Godio.-Aust. 
J. A 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 160 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 254 ; id. Cat. 
no. 408. 

Dryonastes cserulatus {Hodys.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 461; Oates 
in Hume’s N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 46. 

Tarmol-pho, Lepch. ; Tiang-kam, 13hut. 



Fig. 25. — Head of D. ccerulatus. 


Coloration. Forehead, the upper part of the cheeks, and round 
the eye black ; ear- coverts black above, whitish tipped with rufous 
below ; upper plumage and sides of neck rufous -brown, brighter 
on thfe greater coverts, the outer webs of the quills, and on the 
head, the feathers of which are terminally margined very narrowly 
with black ; rump tinged with ashy ; tail chestnut-brown ; lower 
part of cheeks rufous-brown ; extreme point of chin black ; re- 
mainder of chin, throat, the middle of the breast, and abdomen and 
the under tail-coverts white ; sides of breast and abdomen ashy. 

Bill dusky, livid at the base ; legs fleshy-white ; iris red-brown ; 
orbital skin livid (Jerdon). 

Length about 11; tail 4*8; wing 4*2; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim. G-odwin-Austen procured this 
species in the hills of Northern Manipur. His specimens are all 
typical D. ccerulatus , and not the next species. 
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Habits, fyc. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing its 
nest in trees at from six to twelve feet from the ground, and laying 
two or three eggs, which, are greenish-blue and measure 1*18 by *82. 

66. Dryonastes subcserulatus. The Shillong Laughing -Thrush. 

Garrulax subcoenilatus, Hume , S. F. vii, p, 140 (1878) ; id . Cat. 
no. 408 A. 

Dryonastes subc8©rulatu3 (Hume), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 462. 

Coloration. Resembles D. ccerulatus . Differs in having the ear- 
coverts, lower part of cheeks, and feathers above the ear-coverts 
white, slightly tipped with black here and there ; the three exterior 
pairs of tail-feathers broadly tipped with white, and the whole 
upper plumage of a paler rufous. £5ome of the feathers of the nape 
are sometimes white in the middle. 

]NTude space round the eye dark grey (Godwin- Austen). 

Length nearly 11 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. Shillong in the Kb a si hills. 

67. Dryonastes sannio. The White-browed Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax sannio, Sioinhoe , Ibis, 1867, p. 403 j id. F.Z.S. 1871, 
p. 371 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 627 ; Hume, Cat. no. 400 
quint. ; id. S. F. xi, p. 157. 

Garrulax albo super ciliaris, Godwin- Austen, F. Z. S. 1874, p. 45 ; id. 
J.A.S.JB. xliii, pt. ii, p. 161, pi. vi ; id. A . M. N. II. (4j xvii, 
p. 34 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 393, iv. p. 602. 

Dryonastes sannio ( \Sioinh .), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 459. 

Coloration . Lores , cheeks, lower part of the ear-coverts, and a 
supercilium to the nape yellowish white ; remainder of the ear- 
coverts, forehead, crown, nape, sides of the neck, chin, and throat 
chestnut-brown; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings olive- 
brown; tail rufous-brown; centre of breast and abdomen pale 
ocbraceous; sides of breast and abdomen rufous olive-brown; 
under tail-coverts bright ochraceous. 

Legs and feet pale brown with a faint purplish-fleshy tinge ; 
claws darker ; bill blackish ; orbital skin pale fleshy-grey ; iris dull 
brownish maroon, liver-brown, light brown (Hume). 

Length about 10; tail 4; wing 3*8; tarsus 1*4; bill, from 
gape 1. 

Distribution . Manipur above 4500 feet ; the Muangla Sanda 
valley, east of Bhamo ; extending into China. 

68. Dryonastes galbanus. Austen’s Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax galbanus, Godwin- Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 44, pi. 10 : id. 
I.A.S.B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 161; Hume, S. F. iii, p.394; id. Cat. 
no. 409 quat. ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 445 ; Hums, S. F. xi, 
p. 155. 

Coloration. Forehead, lores, upper part of the cheeks, round the 
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eye, ear-coverts, and chin black ; crown and nape ashy brown, 
separated from the black oE the forehead by a narrow ashy-white 
line ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and the outer webs of the 
secondaries and tertiaries ochraceous brown ; the outer webs of 
primaries ashy olive; inner webs of all the quills brown; tail 
greenish ashy, the four middle feathers broadly terminated with 
black and slightly tipped with whitish, the others broadly tipped 
with white preceded by a black portion ; lower plumage yellow, 
washed with olive on the sides ; under tail-coverts white. 

Bill black; legs ash-grey; iris red-brown ( Godwin- Austen). 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution . The hills of Manipur up to 4000 feet. 


G-eaus GARRTTLAX, Lesson, 1831. 

The genus Garrulacc differs from Dryonastes in having fewer 
bristles and hairs covering the nostrils, the number being 
so reduced that the nostrils are clearly visible. Tho species of 
Garrulacc are on the whole much larger birds, and some of them 
have very ample crests. 

The colour of the egg is known in five Indian species of Garrulacc 
out of a total of nine. Of these five, three lay blue eggs and two 
white. I cannot, however, discover any external structural cha- 
racter by which those laying blue eggs may be separated from those 
laying white ones. Some better distribution of the birds may 
become possible when the eggs of the remaining four species are 
known. 


Key to the Species . 


a. Crown and crest white. 

a\ Breast white, distinctly defined from the 

rufous of the abdomen G. leucolophus , p. 77. 

b\ Breast w T hite, blending with the rufous of 

the abdomen G. belangeri , p. 79. ' 

c\ Breast and entire abdomen white G. diardi, p. 79. 

b. No white in the crown and crest. 
d\ A black pectoral band. 

a". A black cheek-stripe G. pectoralis, p. 80. 

b". No black cheek-stripe G. moniliger , p. 81. 

e\ No pectoral band. 

c". Chin and throat yellow G. gulctris , p. 81. 

d ", Chin and throat white. 

cc ,r '. Tail entirely black ‘ G. delesserti^ p. 82. 

b'". Tail tipped with white G. ctlbigularis, p. 82. 

e". Chin and throat chocolate-brown .... G. strepitans, p. 83. 


6Q.' Garrulax leucolophus. The Himalayan Whiter-crested 
Lau ghing - Thrush . 

Corvus leucolophus, Hardw. Trans. Linn. Soc. xi, p. 208, pi. 15 (1815). 
Garrulus leucolophus (Hardw.), Gould, Cent pi. 18. 
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Qarrulax leucolophus (. Hardw .), Blyth, Cat. v. 95 ijg 0 ^ $**■?*• 
i, p. 201 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 35 ; Hume, N. Sr B. p. 253 ; Blyth, Buds 
burm. p. 107 ; Hume, Cat. no. 407 ; Scully, S. F. vm, p. 280 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 34 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 435 ; Hume, S. t. 
si, p. 153 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy B. 2nd ed. i, p. 47. 

The White-crested Laughing- Thrush, Jerd. ; Tiawit-HaJiy , Hind, in 
N. W. P. ; Karrio-jpho, Lepch. ; ICarria-goka , Bhut. ; Naga-dhoopooleka 
Assam. 



Fig. 26. — Head of G. leucolophus. 


Coloration . Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; the 
whole head and crest, sides of the neck, cheeks, chin, throat, and 
breast pure white, the hindmost feathers of the crest dark ashy, 
forming a small collar on the nape ; the white of the head and breast 
abruptly defined all round by a ferruginous collar which gradually 
merges posteriorly into the olive-brown of the remaining upper and 
lower plumage ; wings brown, with the outer webs of the colour 
of the back; tail brown, washed with olh e-brown; the lower 
plumage with a decided tinge of rufous throughout. 

Bill horny-black ; iris red-brown ; orbital skin slaty ; feet livid 
plumbeous ; claws dusky grey (Scully). 

Length about 11 ; tail 5*2 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus 1*8 ; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

This species, which does not vary at all, may be distinguished 
from the next two by the abrupt definition of the white of the 
breast and by the olive-brown upper plumage. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Grurwbal to the extreme east 
of Assam ; thence down through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal 
to Bhamo on the one hand and to Arrakan on the other. A specimen 
procured by Blanford at Bassein proves to belong to this species. 
It is found from the plains to an elevation of about. 6000 feet. 

Habits, fyc. This species and indeed all of the genus have remark- 
ably loud cries and they are, if anything, rather more gregarious than 
the Laughing-Thrushes of the other genera. The present species 
breeds from April to June, constructing its nest in shrubs and 
bushes within reach of the hand, and laying from two to five eggs, 
which are pure white and measure 1*1 by *9. 
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70. Garrulax belangeri. The Burmese White-crested 
Laughing- Thrush. 

Garrulax belangeri, Less. Tr. d'Orn. p. 648 (1831); id. in B Slang. 
Voy. Indes. Or. p. 258, pi. 4 ; Blxjth, Cat . p. 95 ; Horsf. § M. Cat. 
i, p. 201 ; Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 548 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 107 ; 
Hume, S. F. iii, p. 122 ; Oates, 8. F. v, p. 156 ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. 
vi, p. 280; Hume , Cat. no. 407 bis ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 181; Oates , 

S. F. x, p. 208 ; id. B. B. i, p. 33 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 430 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. Sf JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 48. 

Wa-youn-hnet, Burm. 

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black; the 
whole head and crest, sides of neck, chin, throat, breast, and upper 
abdomen, continued narrowly down the middle of the latter, white ; 
hinder part of crest deep ashy ; upper plumage bright ferruginous ; 
lower plumage the same, becoming duller on the thighs, vent, and 
under tail-coverts ; wings brown, edged on the outer webs with 
rufous-brown ; tail dark brown, washed with rufous-brown on the 
outer webs. 

Bill black ; gape yellow ; mouth flesh-colour ; iris pinkish hazel ; 
legs plumbeous ; claws pale horn-colour ; eyelids purplish grey. 

Length about 11-5; tail 4*8; wing 5; tarsus 1*7; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

This species may be distinguished from the last by the white of 
the breast ru nni ng into the abdomen and by the upper and lower 
plumage, except the white portions, being of a bright ferruginous. 
From the next it may be known by the ashy portion of the crest 
abruptly meeting the ferruginous of the upper plumage, and by 
the white of the lower parts extending only over a small portion of 
the abdomen. 

Distribution. The whole of Pegu in the better-wooded parts ; 
Tenasserim from Toungngoo down to Tavoy and the Thoungyeen 
valley. 

Habits. Breeds from March to July precisely in the same manner 
as the last species. The eggs, however, are almost invariably three 
in number, and measure 1*13 by *88 ; they are pure white. 

71. Garrulax diardi. The Siamese White-crested Laughing-Thrush. 

Turdus diardi, Less. Tr. d'Orn. p. 408 (1831). 

Garrulax leucogaster, Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 549; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 381. 
Garrulax diardi (Less.). Hume , 8. F. ix, p. 292 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 34 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 437. 

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black; the 
whole head and crest, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, and the whole 
abdomen white, the hinder part of the crest pale ashy, spreading 
over the whole hind neck and encroaching on to the sides also ; 
entire upper plumage bright ferruginous ; sides of the body, thighs, 
and under tail-coverts rufous olive-brown ; wings brown, with the 
outer webs rufous-brown ; tail dark brown washed with olive. 

In the dry skin the bill is black and the legs plumbeous. 

Length about 11 ; tail 5 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*6; bill from gape 1*3. 
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This species may be readily separated from the two preceding 
by the ashy hind neck and by the entirely white abdomen.^ 

Distribution . The only specimens procured within my limits are 
two which were obtained by Captain Hill’s Survey party on the 
hills of Tenasserim, apparently between Tavoy and the Siamese 
frontier. They passed, through Mandelli, into tho Hume Collection 
and are now in the British Museum. There are other specimens 
from Siam, Cambodia, and Saigon in the same collection and all of 
them are alike in plumage. 

72. G-arrulax pectoralis. The Blciclc-goryeted Laughing- TJtnt$h> 

Ianthocincla pectoralis, Gould , P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 180. 

Cinclosorua grisaure, Hodgs. As, lies, xix, p. 140 (1830). 

Garrulax mSanotis, Blj/th, J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 040 (1843). 

Gamilax pectoralis (Gould), Blyth , Cat. p. 95 • Horsf. «$• M. Cat. i, 
p.204; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 39 ; Hume, N. E. p. 25(> ; Hume, 8, F. iii, 
p. 122 ; Wardlaw Hams ay, Ibis , 1 877, p. 403 ; Hume §' Dar. 8. 1\ \ ], 
p. 291 ; Hume , Cat. no. 412 ; id. 8. F. viii, p. 1C9 j Bingham, 8. F. ix, 
p. 181; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 208; id. B. B. i, p. 30 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. vii, p. 441 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 159 ; Oates in Humes N. <<$* 
E. 2nd ed. i, p. 49. 

Garrulax uropygialis, Cab. in Ersch $ Gruber, Ally. Encycl. Band 50, 
p. 62 (1852) ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 40. 

Ol~pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, wing- coverts, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts olive-brown, with a fulvous tinge throughout; 
a broad collar on the hind neck bright fulvous : middle tail-featlmrs 
like the back, the next two similar but with some black near 
the tip ; the remaining four paiis olive-brown at bast*, then black 
and broadly tipped with white ; primary-ecnerts black, edged with 
hoary; exposed parts of quills olive- brown, the earlier ppi mar ie.s 
more or less hoary; lores and a narrow supoi’eilium white; ear- 
coverts white, streaked with black, sometimes entirely black ; a 
cheek-stripe from the gape continued round the ear- coverts to the 
upper part of the eye, and a broad pectoral band, black ; chin and 
throat whitish; remainder of lower surface fulvous, the middle of 
the abdomen whitish. 

Upper mandible dark horn-colour ; the lower bluish-horn at tho 
base and tip, dark brown in the middle ; mouth bluish ; iris orange- 
brown; eyelids and orbital skin dusky blue; edges of the eyelids 
orange-yellow ; legs light plumbeous ; claws pale horn. 

Length about 13; tail 5*1; wing 5* 7; tarsus 1*9; bill from 1, 
gape 1*5. 

Birds from the Himalayas down to Bassein and further east 
down to Touugngoo have the tips of the tail-feathers white. At 
Thayetmyo both buff- and white-tailed birds occur. Throughout 
Tenasserim none but buff-tailed birds arc to be found. The car- 
coverts vary in colour and present every combination of black and 
w*hite. The black cheek-stripe is always a feature in this bird and 
serves to distinguish it at once from the next species, which it 
otherwise much resembles. 
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In Himalayan birds the hanks are chestnut, in those from 
Tenasserim buff ; and in birds from the latter locality the rufous 
nuchal collar is also less clearly indicated. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam and thence 
through the hill-tracts south of the Brahmaputra to Burma, where 
it is found in Arrakan, Pegu, Karennee, and a considerable portion 
of Tenasserim down to the foot of Muleyit mountain and the 
Thoungyeen valley. To the east it is replaced by G. jpieticollis and 
other allied species. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to July, building its nest in small 
trees or in a bamboo clump not far above the ground. The eggs 
are pale greenish blue and measure 1*31 by *98. 

73. Garrulax moniliger. The Hecldaced Laughing-Thrush. 

Cinclosoma moniligera, Hodgs. As. Bes. xix, p. 147 (1836). 

Garrulax macclellandi, JBlyth , J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 949 (1843). 

Garrulax moniliger (Hodgs.), JBlyth, Cat. p. 96 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 204 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 40 ; Hume, N. Sf JS. p. 257 ; id. 8. F. iii, 
p. 123 ; Anders . Yunnan Fxped., Aves t, p. 627 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. F. 
vi, pp. 291, 515 ; Hume , Cat. no. 413 ; Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 181 ; 
Oates , 8. F. x, p. 208 ; id. B. B. i, p. 35 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. yii, 
p. 442 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 160 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. 
l, p. 50. 

Olr-pho, Lepch. ; Piang-kam , Bhut. ; Poreri or Punrhi, Daphla. * 

Coloration. Resembles G.joectoralis. Differs in wanting the black 
cheek-stripe and in having the primary-coverts of the same colour 
as the other wing-coverts. The ear-coverts vary from pure white 
to black with a white patch in the middle. The former type prevails 
throughout Burma and the latter in the Himalayas. The tail is 
tipped with white in all specimens procured north of a line drawn 
from Thayetmyo to Toungngoo ; south of this line the tips are almost 
invariably buff, and the only exception I have met with is a bird 
shot at Kollidoo in Tenasserim. 

Iris bright yellow ; eyelids dull purple*; hill dark horn, the tip 
and margins pale brown ; legs light plumbeous ; claws pale horn- 
colour. In young birds the iris appears to be greenish yellow. 

Length about 12 ; tail 4*9 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution. Nearly the same as that of G. jpectoralis, but found 
in Tenasserim as far south as Tavoy, and apparently absent from 
Karennee. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds from March to J une, constructing a nest in 
bushes and seedling bamboos within easy reach of the hand, and 
laying from three to five blue eggs, which measure 1'07 by *85. 

74. Garrulax gularis. McClelland 9 s Laughmg-Thrush. 

Ianthocincla gularis, McClell. P. Z. 8. 1839, p. 159. 

Garrulax gularis (McClell.), Blyth , Cat. p. 337; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 203 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 269 ; Jerd. Ibis , 

vol. I. & 
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1872, p. 303 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 412 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, 
pt. ii, p. 76 ; Eume, Cat. no. 409 ter ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 440. 

Coloration . Lores, ear-coverts, and under the eves black ; fore- 
head, crown, nape, mantle, and sides of neck slaty grey ; back, 
rump, and visible portions of wings deep chestnut-brown, except 
the outer webs of the first few primaries, which are duller ; upper 
tail-coverts deeper chestnut ; the central four tail-feathers rufous- 
brown on the basal two-thirds of their length, then black; the 
others all pale chestnut, the fourth pair from the outside partially 
black on the inner web ; extreme point of the chin black ; remainder 
of chin, cheeks, throat, fore neck, centre of breast, and abdomen 
yellow ; sides of breast and upper abdomen dark ashy grey ; lower 
part of flanks, thighs, vent, and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 

Length about 10; tail 3*8; wing 3*8; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution. The Dibrugarh district of Assam ; Borpani in the 
Dekrang Dhun of the Daphla hills; Lukhipur near Cachar; the 
Khdsi hills. 


75. Garrulax: delesserti. The Wynaacl Laughing-Thrush. 

Orateropus delesserti, Jerd. Madr. Journ . L . S. x, p. 256 (1839) ; 
id. III. Ind. Om. pi. xiii. 

Turdus (Orateropus) griseiceps, Deless Rev. Zool . 1840, p. 101, 

Gatrulax delesserti (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 37 ; Hume § Board. 8. 
F. iv, p. 399 ; Eume, Cat. no. 409 ; JDavidson, 8. F. x, p. 377 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 446. 

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; forehead, 
crown, mantle, and sides of neck deep slaty grey, the forehead 
mottled with grey ; back, rump, ancl visible portion of wings chest- 
nut-brown except the outer webs of the first few primaries, which 
are duller ; upper tail-coverts brighter chestnut ; tail black, tinged 
with rufous at the base ; extreme point of chin black ; remainder 
of chin, cheeks and throat white ; breast and upper part of abdomen 
ashy grey ; lower part of abdomen, vent, thighs, and under tail- 
coverts deep chestnut. 

Iris crimson ; lower mandible, legs, feet and claws fleshy-white ; 
upper mandible blackish brown (Davison). 

Length 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4T ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

, "This species is allied to the preceding, but differs in the colour 
of the tail and lower plumage. 

Distribution. The hills of Southern India from the Wynaad 
south to the Asambu hills. This bird appears to be found ‘at all 
elevations. 


76. GarrfeLax albigularis. The White-throated Laughing-Thrush . 


Ianthoemcla albogularis, Gould, F. Z . 8. 1835, p. 187. 

Cinclosoma albigula, Eodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 146 (1830). 
Garrulaxalbcgularis (Gould), Blyth, Cat. p. 95; Borsf. & M. Cat. 
p. 202 ; Jerd, B . 1. ii, p. 38 ; 8toliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. 
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p. 37 ; Jerd.'Ibisy 1872, p. 303 ; Cock Sf Marsh . 8. F. i. p. 354 ; 
Hume, N. Sf E. p. 255 ; Hume , Cat. no. 411 ; Scully, S. F. viii, 
p. 289 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. ML, vii, p. 439 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 52. 

Karremn-pho, Lepch. ' 

Coloration. Porehead fulvous; lores and feathers over and 
beneath the eye black ; cheeks, chin, and throat white ; upper 
plumage rich olive-brown, tinged with fulvous on the crown and 
ear-coverts and with rusty on the upper tail-coverts ; wings brown, 
edged with the colour of the back; tail olive- brown, the four outer 
pairs of feathers very broadly tipped white ; sides of neck and a 
broad pectoral band olive-brown ; remainder of lower plumage 
bright ferruginous. 

Bill dull black ; legs, feet, and claws pale livid plumbeous ; iris 
greyish blue ; inside of mouth yellow ( Hume ). 

Length about 12 ; tail 5*7 ; wing 5*3 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

There is great uniformity in the plumage of this bird, the only 
exception being that specimens from Sikhim and the moister parts 
of the Himalayas are brighter on the lower parts. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Hazdra country to Sikhim 
at all elevations up to 8000 or 9000 feet. Jerdon states that this 
bird is found in Bhutan and Hume in Assam, but I have seen 
no specimen from any locality east of Sikhim. It extends into 
Western China. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow 
cup-shaped nest of grass, moss, and leaves in low branches and in 
bushes at no great height from the ground. The eggs, usually 
three in number, are greenish blue and measure 1*22 by “83. 

77. G-arrulax strepitans. TicJcelTs Laughing-Thrush . 

Garrulax strepitans (, Ticjzell, MSS), JMyth, J. A. SB. xxiv, p. 268 
(1855) ; Blytli, Birds Burm. p. 107 ; Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 288 ; 
Hume, Cat . no. 408 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 37. 

Dryonastes strepitans ( Tick.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 457. 

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, anterior portion of the ear-coverts, and 
round the eyes black ; hinder part of the ear-coverts ferruginous ; 
forehead, crown, and nape reddish brown ; a spot on each side the 
neck white ; hind neck, sides of neck, and upper back ashy, paler 
and whiter in front, darker behind, and blending with the olive- 
brown of the upper plumage and wings ; tail blackish, washed with 
olive-brown on the outer webs ; point of chin blackish ; throat and 
breast chocolate-brown, the latter bordered by ashy blending with 
the olive-brown of the remainder of the lower plumage. 

Legs and feet very dark brown, sometimes brown-black ; claws 
paler ; bill black ; iris generally lake-red, sometimes crimson ( Hume 
Sf Davison). 

Length nearly 12; tail 5*3; wing 5*3; tarsus 1*8; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Distribution. Confined, so far as is at present known, to Muleyit 

g2 
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mountain in Tenasserim, where this species is found at elevations 
above 3500 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. Mr* Davison remarks : — C£ This species is not by any 
means uncommon, occurring in small flocks of twenty or more, and 
keeping entirely, so far as I have observed, to the forest, especially 
to the ravines where this is densest.” He adds that it is very shy 
and beats a rapid retreat at the approach of anybody. It is a very 
clamorous bird. 


Genus IANTHOCIHCLA, Gould, 1835. 

I apply the generic term Ia>ithocinclci to those Laughing-Thrushes 
which have no bristles at the base of the forehead, but in which 
the nostrils are overhung by a few long hairs. This genus differs 
in no other respect from JDryonastes and Garrulasc, and consequently 
I do not figure the head. All the species are remarkable in 
having the secondaries tipped with white. 

The eggs of two species only are known. One lays unspotted 
white eggs, and the other has them of a colour which has not yot 
been determined satisfactorily. The only two eggs of. this latter 
species which Hume has had the opportunity of examining are 
described by him as being, one an unspotted pale blue, and the 
other blue with a few brown spots at the large end. When more 
eggs of I. ocellata are known they will doubtless prove to be un- 
spotted as a rule, the spotted ones being the exception. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Crown and nape black. 

a\ Upper plumage spotted with white .... 

b'. Upper plumage plain 

c\ Upper plumage barred with black 

b. Crown and nape reddish-brown with pale 

shafts 


I. ocellata , p. 84. 

I. cineracea , p. 85. 
I. rufiyularis, p. 86. 

L austenij p. 87. 


78. Ianthocincla ocellata. The White-shotted Laughing-Thrush. 

C pfl5° ma oceUatum ’ Vi S° re > L.Z.S. 1831, p. 55; Gould, Cent. 

(Wlai ocellatus (Vy.^Blyth Cat. p. 96; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, 

Ills?; a &ho"ifi. 41i Wso*; 

““Sw .' tSUXtZP * *■ ,a - "• 382 < * 

Lho-karreimrpho , Lepch. 

Coloration. Lores, front of face, chin, and a supercilium bright 
fulvons; forehead, crown, and nape blackish brown ; ear-coverts 
chestnut ; upper back and sides of neck fulvous, with broad black 
subtermmal marks on all the feathers, which are klso tipped fiSK 
cent ; scapulars, wing-coverts, lower back, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts reddish brown, with white spots precede* bv blacKrS; 
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quills tipped with white, the earlier primaries black on the outer 
webs, becoming progressively ashy and then chestnut ; middle tail- 
feathers chestnut tipped white ; the others rufous at base, then 
ashy and finally black with white tips ; centre of throat black with 
narrow rufous edges ; sides of the throat rufous, barred with black ; 
breast fulvous buff, broadly barred with black ; remainder of lower 
plumage the same colour as the breast, but not barred ; the flanks 
more olivaceous, with a few paler fulvous bars. 

Bill yellowish, dusky on the ridge and tip ; legs dull yellow ; iris 
yellow-brown (Jordon). 

Length about 13 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*8 ; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

Distribution . Nepal and Sikhim at elevations from 8000 to 10,000 
feet. 

Habits , Qc. Our knowledge of the nidifieation of this bird is un- 
satisfactory. A nest and two eggs, taken in Sikhim in May, and 
sent to Hume, are described, the former as being composed of fern, 
moss, grass, and roots, and the latter as pale blue, one of the two 
eggs being spotted with brown at the thicker end. The two eggs 
measured 1*18 by *86 and 1-25 by *85. 

79. Ianthocincla cineracea. The Ashy Laughing-Thrush . 

Trochalopteron cineraceum, Godwin- Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 45, 
pi. xi ; id. J. A. S. B . xliii, pt. ii, p. 162 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 395 ; 
id. Cat. no. 418 ter ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 366 ; Hume, S. F. 
xi, p. 165. 

Lehu of the Angara! Nagas. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape, extending to a point on 
the hind neck, black ; lores, a broad supercilium, the ear-coverts, 
and under the eye dull white ; a narrow line over the ear-coverts 
and a broader moustachial streak black, the latter terminating in 
streaks on the sides of the upper neck ; upper plumage and wing- 
coverts olivaceous ashy, tinged with rufous on the upper tail-coverts ; 
secondaries, tertiaries, and tail like the back, each feather with a 
subterminal black band and a white tip ; primaries ashy on the 
outer webs ; primary-coverts black ; winglet ashy on the outer 
webs, dusky on the inner ; chin and throat pale fulvous, with the 
shafts black ; whole remaining lower plumage fulvous, tinged with 
olive on the sides and albescent on the abdomen. 

Legs and feet pale fleshy pink ,* basal two-thirds of upper man- 
dible pale brown to dusky ; rest of upper and entire lower man- 
dible horny yellow, dirty yellowish horny, or sullied ivory ; iris 
pale orange-yellow, pale orange-buff, very pale yellow or pale buff ; 
edges of lids and bare skin dusky ; lids pale lavender (Hume). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus 1*3; bill from gapel. 

Distribution. The Naga hills and the Eastern hills of Manipur. 

Habits , Sfc. Hume describes this bird as being found in pairs, 
keeping to the densest brushwood and feeding a good deal on the 
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ground, both on fruits and insects. It has a low, rather musical 
call, or set of calls *. 

80. Ianthocincla rufigularis. The Rufous-ch inned 
Lax igTiing-Thrush. 

Ianthocincla rufogularis, Gould , P. Z. S. 1835, p. 48 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. § JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 54. 

Cinclosoma rufimenta, Hodgs, As. Res. xix, p. 148 (1836). 

Garrulax rufogularis ( Goidd), Blyih , Cat. p. 96. 

Trochalopteron rufogulare (Gould), Ilorsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 210; Jerd. 
B. I. if, p. 47 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 104 ; Jerd. 
Ibis , 1872, p. 306 ; Hume , N. $ B. p. 201 ; Gocho.-Amt. J. A. 8. Ti. 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 76 ; Hume , S. F. vii, p. 155 ; id. Cat. no. 421 ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. vii, p. 365 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 168. 

Narbigivan-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. A. large patch on the lores pale fulvous or whitish ; a 
large ring of grey round the eye ; ear-coverts bright rufous ; fore- 
head and crown black ; the cheeks and a large patch under the eye 
and ear-coverts mingled black and white, produced narrowly to the 
back of the ear-coverts ; a broad supercilium reaching to the nape, 
the sides of the neck, and the whole upper plumage olive-brown, 
tinged with fulvous, each feather of the hind neck, back, and upper 
rump tipped with a lunate black bar ; wing-coverts olive-brown, 
the larger series broadly tipped with black ; primary-coverts dark 
brown, margined with black ; winglet ashy, tipped black ; the 
earlier primaries with the outer webs hoary, the others eacli wiili 
a black patch, which increases progressively in extent up to the 
last, the basal portions at the same time turning olivaceous : second- 
aries with the outer webs olive-brown, broadly tipped with black, 
succeeded by a narrow white line ; tertiaries entirely olive-brown 
and tipped black and white ; tail rufescent, with a subterminal 
black band and deep rufous tips ; chin and upper throat bright 
rufous like the ear-coverts ; lower throat white ; under tail-coverts 
deep chestnut; remaining. lower plumage ashy-brown, albescent 
on the abdomen, each feather of the breast, upper abdomen, and 
sides of the body spotted with black. 

Eill horny yellow ; legs fleshy brown ; orbital skin blue (Jerdon). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4; wing 3*6; tarsus 1*3; bill from gape 1-1. 

The young have the crown olive-brown tipped black, the chin and 
upper throat white, and the black bars on the upper plumage smaller 
in size. The plumage of the adult is rapidly assumed. 

This species varies much in certain points of its coloration, and 
the above description applies to birds found between Almora and 
Murree. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan birds have merely the point of 
the chin rufous ; the ear-coverts are black, generally entirely black, 
occasionally with a rufous tinge posteriorly, and the loral patch is 
white. 

* cinereiceps, St van, is said to occur in Yunnan, and, consequently, is 
likely to be found in Burma. It differs from I. cineracea chiefly in having the 
crown dark ashy instead of blaek and- the ear-coverts rufous instead of white. 
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Assamese birds (Shillong) have the loral patch, the greater part 
of the ear-coverts, the chin, and the whole throat rufous. 

The reader is referred for further information on this point to 
Hume’s remarks on the subject ( loo . tit.). 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Hazara country to Assam 
as far as the Daphla hills ; the Khdsi and Garo hills. In thelsT.W. 
this bird appears to extend also to the vale of Kashmir. It is 
found chiefly from 5000 to 8000 feet of elevation. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds from May to J uly and probably earlier, con- 
structing a nest of creeper-tendrils lined with black roots in low 
branches of trees, and laying three pure white eggs which measure 
1*06 by -77. 

81. Ianthocincla austeni. The Qachar Laughing- Th nrsh . 

Trochalopteron austeni, Jerd., Godio.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 105 (1870) ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 180 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 304 j Hume, 
S. F. iii, p. 414 ; id. Cat. no. 417 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 369 j Hume , S. F. xi, p. 165. 

Coloration. [Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, sides of the neck, 
and the whole back reddish brown, with pale shafts ; rump paler, 
without pale shafts ; upper tail-coverts and the middle pair of 
tail-feathers rufous ; remainder of the tail black, tipped with w hite, 
the basal portions of the outer webs suffused with rufous; wing- 
coverts and tertiaries reddish-brown, the longer coverts and the 
tertiaries tipped with white aiid with a subterminal dusky mark ; 
outer webs of the earlier primaries grey, those of the other quills 
reddish brown ; lores dusky ; ear-coverts dark rufous -brown, with 
pale shafts ; chin, throat, and breast rufous-brown, indistinctly 
barred with dusky and whitish; remainder of lower plumage 
rufous-brown, with broad and distinct white bars preceded by a 
dusky line ; under tail- coverts narrowly tipped with white. 

In the dry skin the bill is’ black and the legs brown. 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1-45 ; bill from 
gape 1*05. 

Distribution. A very rare bird, which has hitherto been obtained 
only by Godwin-Austen in the hill-ranges of Assam. He obtained 
it on the first occasion on Hengdan Peak, Khasi hills, at the head 
of the Jhiri river at 7000 feet; on the second occasion on the 
Kopamedza peak, ]Saga hills, at the same altitude. Hume is pretty 
certain that he caught a glimpse of it in Manipur above Aimole. 

Habits , Sfc. Godwin-Austen observes that these birds were 
generally in pairs, uttering a harsh, croaking call and answering 
each other from time to time. 

Genus TR0CHAL0PTERUM, Hodgs., 1843. 

The genus Trochalojoterum merely differs from the three preceding 
genera in having the base of the bill quite free from all bristles and 
hairs, the nostrils and their membrane being free and exposed. 
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The wing is not more rounded nor is it shorter than in those genera, 
when compared with other parts o£ the body. 

This large genus comprises nineteen Indian birds, which resemble 
the other Laughing- Thrushes in having loud and discordant notes, 
but they are less gregarious and sociable. The smaller species 
are hardly separable from Timelia in structure and general pattern 
of colour. Of the nineteen species, the mode of nidification and 
the colour of the egg of ten are known with more or less certainty. 
Of these ten, seven lay spotted eggs and three unspotted. The 
former will probably hereafter have to be transferred to the next 
subfamily, but until we know the colour of the egg of the remaining 
species any attempt to split up this genus into two or more sections 
will be premature. 

The majority of the Laughing-Thrushes of this genus have a 
bright pattern on the wing, but this character is not of much use 
apparently as a guide in tracing the affinities of the species with 
other genera. 


Key to the Species. 


a . Grown, or nape, or both, chestnut. 
a'. Back with large dark spots. 

a". Sides of head chestnut. 

a"'. Throat dark brown or blackish. 

b'". Throat chestnut 

b”. Sides of head ashy, ear-coverts pale 

rufous 

c v . Sides of head black and ashy ; ear- 
coverts black with white margins. 
V. Back plain, without spots 

b. No chestnut either on crown or nape. 
d. Wings brightly coloured. 

d". Wings chmfly crimson 

e". Wings chiefly bright yellow. 

d". Primary-coverts brown 

d"\ Primary-coverts deep black. 

a 4 . Tail without white tips 

b\ Tail tipped with white 

/". Wings chiefly slaty blue, with a 

black patch on the secondaries 

g". Earlier primaries chiefly bright blue, 

the others black 

d\ Wings of a dull colour. 
h”. Upper plumage unmarked. 
e'”. Breast rufous. 
c*. Lores and chin deep black .... 
d*. Lores and chin rufous-brown. . 
Breastwhitish, streaked with ashy. 

6 4 . Chin black 

Chin grey. 

a 6 . With a conspicuous white 
- supercilium extending to 

nape , 

b s . With a short supercilium not 
passing behind the eye .... 


T. erythroacplmhon, p, 80, 
T. erythrokema , p. 00. 

T. chrysoptcnmi, p. 90. 

T. nigrimemtmn, p. 91. 

T. melanostigma , p. 02. 

T. phceniccum , p. 93. 

T. subunicolor , p. 04. 

T. affine, p. 94. 

T. variegatum, p. 95, 

T. simile , p. 96. 

T. squamatum , p. 96. 

T. cadhinnans , p. 97. 

T. cinnamomeum , p. 98. 

T. jerdom, p. 99. 

T.fairbanki , p, 99. 

T. meridionale, p. 100. 
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i". Upper plumage striped. 

g' n . With a white supercilium T. virgatum , p. 100. 

h" r . With no white supercilium. 
g*. Head and mantle ashy with 

dusky streaks T. lineatum , p. 101. 

A 4 . Head and mantle reddish brown 

with glistening black shafts . . T. imbricatum, p. 102. 

82. Trochalopternm erythrocephalnm. The Red-headed 
Laughing - Thrush . 

Cinclosoma erythrocephalum, Vigor's, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 171 ; Gould , 
Cent pi. 17. 

Garrulax erythrocephalus ( Vig.), JBlyth, Cat . p. 97. 

Pterocyclus erythrocephalus (Vig .), Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 206. 

Trochalopteron erythrocephalum (Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 43 ; 
Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 37 ; Hume, N. ty JS. p. 258 ; 
id. Cat. no. 415 ; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 290 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. 
vii, p. 360 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 55. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut ; ear-coverts 
chestnut, each feather blackish near the tip and edged with white ; 
lores, chin, and upper throat black with a chocolate tinge ; cheeks 
mingled chestnut and black ; mantle and sides of neck olive-brown, 
each feather with a semicircular black mark near the end ; lower 
back plain olive-brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts slaty grey ; 
tail ashy, suffused with golden yellow on the outer webs ; wing- 
coverts olive-brown, the greater series broadly tipped with deep 
ferruginous; primary-coverts and winglet yellow on the outer 
webs, ashy on the inner ; outer webs of the primaries and secon- 
daries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries and tips of the secondaries 
ashy blue ; the base of the outer webs of the secondaries golden 
red ; lower plumage pale fulvous, washed with olivaceous on the 
sides of the body and under tail-coverts, each feather of the throat 
and breast with a narrow crescentic black bar near the end and 
tipped with fulvous white. 

The young are at first without the black marks on the throat, 
breast, and back, but they soon acquire them. 

The only variation this bird exhibits is in the colour of the ear- 
coverts ; Nepal birds have a great deal of black on the ear-coverts, 
and the black diminishes in quantity as we proceed’ towards the 
north-west, till on arrival at Chamba the ear-coverts are almost 
entirely chestnut. 

Legs and feet pale brown ; iris pale yellowish brown ; bill black 
(Hume) ; iris greyish brown (Scully), 

Length nearly 11 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal, up to 
about 7000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Scully remarks that this species moves about very 
rapidly and noiselessly amongst bushes, and its note is subdued 
and not unmusical. 
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It breeds from May to J uly, constructing a nest of dead loaves 
bound together with ferns and grass in a low tree or bush, and 
laying from two to four eggs, which are blue marked with brownish 
red and measure 1*2 by *82. 

83. Trochalopterum erythrolaema. Hume's Laug7iing-T7irus7i. 

Trochalopterum erythrolaema, Hume, 8. F x, p. 153 (1881) ; Sharpe, 

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 363 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 163. 

Coloration. Lores and point of chin dusky brown ; the entire 
head, neck, chin, and throat deep chestnut, the forehead tinged 
with ashy ; sides of neck and back olive-grey, each feather with a 
large black subterminal spot and a paler fringe ; rump and upper 
: tail-coverts slaty grey ; breast chestnut, with a round dusky or 
black spot on each feather and a paler fringe ; centre of abdomen 
‘pale ferruginous ; sides, vent, and under tail-coverts deep oliva- 
ceous ; tail ashy, suffused with golden yellow on the outer webs ; 
wing-coverts olive-brown, the greater series broadly tipped with 
•deep ferruginous ; primary-coverts and winglet yellow on the 
outer webs, ashy on the inner ; outer webs of the primaries and 
.secondaries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries and tips of the secon- 
daries ashy blue ; the base of the outer webs of the secondaries 
:golden red. 

Legs and feet fleshy brown, pinker on feet ; bill blackish brown ; 
iris grey {Hume). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Discovered by Hume near Matehi on the eastern 
hills of Manipur, and not yet known to occur elsewhere. 

The next two species, I regret to say, must in future be known 
to ornithologists by names different to those they have hitherto 
home. An examination of Gould’s type and description of Jan- 
thocincla chrysoptera clearly shows that he had a specimen from 
the Khisi hills before him, belonging to the species which Blyth 
subsequently named Garrulax ruficapillus. This latter name will 
become a synonym of Gould’s. The Himalayan species will con- 
sequently be without a name, but as Hodgson figured it and named 
it T. nigrimentum in his MSS., I propose to use his name for it. 
He notes on the drawing that he considered this species to be 
merely the young of T. erythrocephalum, but he appears afterwards 
to have altered his opinion and named it. 

84. Trochalopterum chrysopterum. TTie Eastern Yellow- 
winged Laughing-Thrush. 

Ianthocincla chrysoptera, Gould, P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 48. 

Garmlax ruficapillus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 521 (1851). 

Trochalopteron ruficapillum {Blyth), Godw.-Amt. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt ii, p. 104; Hume, 8 . F. vii, p. 385; id. Cat. no. 415 bis: 
Shaipe, Cat. JB. M. vii, p. 303 ; Hume i, 8. F. xi, p. 163. 
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Coloration. Forehead and lores grey with black shafts ; anterior 
half of crown reddish brown, blending into the bright chestnut of 
the posterior half and of the nape ; a very broad superciliary band, 
reaching to the nape, ash-grey.; ear-coverts ashy rufous ; chin and 
cheeks grey mingled with blackish ; throat and fore neck deep 
chestnut-brown ; the sides of the neck and back fulvous grey, each 
feather with a rounded brown mark near the tip ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts slaty grey ; breast rufous, each feather with an ill- 
defined lunate bar ; abdomen dull fulvous ; sides of the body, vent, 
and under tail-coverts olivaceous ; tail ashy, suffused with golden 
yellow on the outer webs ; wing-coverts olive-brown, the greater 
series broadly tipped with deep ferruginous ; primary-coverts and 
winglet yellow on the outer webs, ashy on the inner : outer webs 
of the primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries 
and tips of the secondaries ashy blue, the base of the outer webs 
of the secondaries golden red. 

Iris clay-coloured; bill and legs brown {Cockburn ) ; iris grey ; 
legs pink-brown ( Godiu.-Aust .). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1/55 ; bill from 
gape 1/1. 

Distribution . The Khdsi hills, where this species has been 
obtained at Shillong, at Cherra Poonjee, and on Hengdan Peak. 

85. Trochalopterum nigrimentum. The Western Yellow-ivinged 
Laughing -Thrush. 

Trochnlopteron nigrimentum, Hodgson , MSS. fig. 820 (in Library of 
Zool. Soc, of London) ; Oates in Hume's N. $ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 57. • 

Gartulax chrysopterus {Gould), apud Blyth , Cat. p. 97. 

Pterocyclus chrysopterus {Gould), apud Horsf. 8f M: Cat. i, p. 206. 

Trochalopteron chrysopterum {Gould), apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 43; 
Hume, N. $ B. p. 259 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 76; 
Hume , Cat. no. 416 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. vii, p. 362 ; Hume , 8. F. 
xi, p. 165. 

The Yellotc-winged Laughing-Thrush , Jerd.*, Tarphom-pho , Lepch. ; 
Paniong , Bhut. 



Pig. 27. — Head of T. nigrimentum. 


Coloration . Forehead rufous with black shafts ; anterior portion 
of crown and the sides of the crown nearly up to the nape deep 
grey, each feather black hi the middle; posterior, part _of crown 
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and nape bright chestnut ; ear-coverts black, each feather mar- 
gined with pale pinkish white ; lores, cheeks, chin, and upper 
throat black, the two latter parts mottled with rufous ; the upper 
back, the whole neck, and the lower throat and the breast rufous ; 
each feather of the back and neck with a large black semicircular 
spot, and those of the breast with a narrow black crescentic bar ; 
lower back plain rufous ; rump ard upper tail-coverts olive-green ; 
tail deep slaty, the outer webs suffused with golden yellow ; wing- 
coverts olive-brown, the greater series tipped with ferruginous ; 
winglet and primary-coverts yellow on the outer webs, ashy on the 
inner; tertiaries greenish, tipped with ashy blue, the outer webs 
of the primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow, tinged with 
red at the base of the secondaries and tipped with slaty blue ; 
middle of the abdomen rufous ; remainder of the lower plumage 
olivaceous brown. 

Bill dusky brown ; legs horny yellow-brown ,* iris red (Jerdon). 

Length about 10 ; tad 4*6 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*55 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills in 
Assam, in which latter locality G-odwin-Austen procured it on 
Shengorh peak at 7000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Jerdon tells us that this species is very common about 
Darjiling, where it may be often seen on the road, picking up 
insects and grain among the dung of cattle, but rapidly hopping 
off and diving into the nearest thicket on being approached. 

It breeds from April to June in scrubby jungle, building its 
nest, which is composed of twigs and leaves, in bushes not many 
feet above the ground. The eggs, three in number, are blue 
marked with chocolate and measure 1’17 by -82. 

86. Trochalopterum melanostigma. The Chestnut-headed 
Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax melanostigma, Blyth , J. A . 8. B. xxiv, p. 268 (1855). 

Trochalopteron melanostigma (Blyth), Blyth, Birds Burnt, p. 108; 
Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 464; Hume Dav . 8, F, vi, 

p. 291 ; Hume, Cat. no. 415 ter; Oates, B, B, i, p. 39: Sharpe . 
Cat, B. M, vii, p. 364. 

Coloration. Porehead, lores, chin, and cheeks black, the black of 
the lores extending slightly over the eye; a short supercilium, the 
ear-coverts and the sides of the nape silvery grey streaked with 
black ; crown of the head bright chestnut, contracting to a point 
on the nape ; back, rump, lesser wing-coverts, and the upper tail- 
coverts olive-brown, tinged with ochraeeous on the back ; greater 
wing-coverts olive-brown, tipped with ferruginous; primary-coverts 
black ; the outer webs of the primaries and secondaries and almost 
the whole of the tertiaries olive-yellow; tail olive-yellow; throat 
and upper breast ferruginous, extending in a paler form to the 
breast and centre of the abdomen ; sides of the abdomen, Banks, 
and under tail-coverts olive-grey. 
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Legs, feet, and claws very pale brown to reddish brown ; bill 
black ; iris brown or hazel-nut brown {Hume fy Davison ). 

Length 10 # 5 ; tail 4*4 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 
1*2. 

Distribution. Karennee at 5000 feet ; the pine forests of the 
Salween river ; Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim from 3000 feet 
to the summit. 

Habits , <Sfc. According to Mr. Davison these birds keep in parties 
of six or eight, feeding chiefly on the ground and keeping much in 
the brushwood. They are neither very noisy nor very silent ; 
they utter from time to time a fine whistling call. They appear to 
feed exclusively on insects. 

87. Trochalopterum phcenicemn. The Crimson-winged 
Laughing-Thrush. 

Ianthocincla phoenicea, Gould , Icon. Av. pi. 3 (1837). 

G-arrulax phceniceus {Gould), Blyth , Cat. p. 97. 

Trochalopteron phceniceum {Gould), Horsf. M. Cat i, p. 2J0; 
Jerd. B . I. il, p. 48 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 105; 
Hume, H. fy E. p. 262 ; id. Cat. no. 422 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vh, 
p. 371 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 168 ; Oates in Hume's N.8? F. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 68. 

Tilji-pho, Lepch. ; Bepoha, Bhut. 

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, round the eye, and a patch 
on the side of the neck crimson ; a short and somewhat irregular 
supercilium black; the whole upper plumage olive-brown, the 
feathers of the crown with partially concealed black margins ; tail 
black, broadly tipped with orange, the outermost feathers suffused 
with orange throughout; wing-coverts olive-brown; primary- 
coverts dusky, edged with olive-brown; winglet suffused with 
crimson on the outer webs and the outermost coverts ^ edged with 
the same ; outer webs of primaries edged with crimson and yel- 
lowish, the former increasing and the latter diminishing in extent 
inwards ; secondaries with the middle portion of the outer webs 
edged with pale blue, the terminal portion with crimson, the bases 
suffused with olive-green ; the whole lower plumage fulvous olive- 
brown, tinged with ashy on the abdomen ; under tail-coverts black, 
broadly tipped with crimson. 

Legs and feet brown with a purplish tinge ; bill blackish ; iris 
crimson or brownish-maroon to lac-red; bare and orbital skin 
leaden-dusky {Hume). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from gape *9. 
Distribution . Nepal ; Sikhim ; Bhutan ; Kh4si hills ; Lhota Naga 
hills ; Manipur. This species appears to range chiefly from 4000 
to 6000 ft. of elevation. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds from April to June, constructing its nest of 
bamboo leaves and twigs, lined with fibres and moss, in dense 
undergrowth, and laying three eggs, which are blue marked with 
spots and lines of maroon and purple and measure 1/04 by *74. 
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88. Trochalopterum subunicolor. The Plain-coloured 
Laughing-Thrush . 

Trochalopteron subunicolor, Hodgs Blytli , J. A . 8. B. xii, p. 952 
(1843) ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 211 ; Jerd. B. I.ii, p. 44 ; id. Ibis, 
1872, p. 306 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 40 ; Hume , N. # It 
p. 259 ; id. Cat. no. 417 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 308 ; Oates 
m Hume's N. ty E. 2nd ed. i, p. -59. 

Garrulax subunicolor (Hodgs.), myth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 599 (1843) ; 
id. Cat . p. 96. 

Tarmal-pho, Lepcb . ; Nabom, Bhut. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape dark ashy brown, the 
forehead tinged with fulvous ; sides of neck and the whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, each feather margined with black ; middle 
tail-feathers olive-yellow, the others black with the outer webs 
suffused with olive-yellow for a great portion of their length, tho 
two median pairs indistinctly, the others distinctly tipped with 
white; wing-coverts plain olive-brown; primary-coverts dark 
brown ; winglet ashy yellow outside, dusky within ; the exterior 
webs of the outer primaries grey, the others and the secondaries 
with a progressively increasing amount of yellow, duller towards 
the tips ; tertiaries merely tinged with yellow and more or less 
tipped with white ; ear-coverts brown, the shafts pale ; lores 
blackish; cheeks, chin, and throat like the back, but darker, 
similarly margined with black, and a few feathers under the face 
tipped whitish; remainder of lower plumage olivaceous brown, 
tinged with fulvous on the abdomen and all the feathers margined 
with black ; under tail-coverts and thighs plain olivaceous brown. 

The young resemble the adults except that at first the black tips 
to the feathers are merely indicated. 

Bill dusky ; legs reddish brown ; iris red-brown {Jerdon) ; iris 
yellowish gtey {Stanford). 

Length about 9 ; tail 41; wing 3*6; tarsus 1*85; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim up to 11,000 feet. 

Habits .* Breeds in Nepal, according to Hodgson, from April to 
June, constructing its nest of grass and moss lined with leaves in 
some low branch of a tree. The eggs, three or four in number, are 
said to be unspotted greenish blue and to measure about 1*07 
by *7. 


. 89 * Trochaloptenun affine. The Blade-faced Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax afiinis, Hodgs., Blytli, J, A. 8. B. xii, p. 950 (1843) : id. 
Cat n. 97. v J 9 



p. 357. 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown tinged with 
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rufous, paler on the forehead ; lores and sides of head black ; cheeks 
and a large patch behind the ear-coverts white, extending to the 
sides of the neck where it becomes pale rufous ; hind neck rufous- 
brown, blending with the darker brown of the head ; back and 
scapulars rufous-brown, each feather broadly terminated with pale 
grey ; rump olive-brown ; upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail slaty 
blue, three quarters of all the outer webs and of the inner webs of 
the middle pair of feathers overlaid with bright golden yellow ; 
wing-coverts rufous ; primary-coverts black ; winglet and tertiaries 
slaty blue ; the outer webs of the primaries and secondaries bright 
golden yellow on the greater portion of their length, slaty blue 
elsewhere ; chin black ; throat rufous-brown ; breast paler rufous, 
each feather narrowly edged with grey ; remainder of lower plu- 
mage rufous-brown. 

Bill black ; feet reddish brown ; iris brown ( Jerdon ) ; iris olive 
( [Stanford ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 5*2 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*5 j bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan at high elevations, being 
found from 8000 to 18,000 feet. 

Habits . Blanford observes that this species is subalpine; it 
ranges much above all other forms. He found it in rhododendron 
scrub and on the skirts of the pine woods in Sikhim. 

90. Trochalopterum variegatum. The Eastern Variegated 
La ugliing- Th r ash . 

Cinclosoma variegatum, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 56 ; Gould, Cent 
pi. 16. 

Garrulax variegatus ( Vig.), Blyth , Cat. p. 97. 

Pterocyclus variegatus ( Vig.), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 207. 

Trochalopteron variegatum ( Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 45 ; Stoliczka, J. 
A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 37; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 305; Hume , N. 
$ E. p. 260 (part.) ; id. S. F. vii, p. 457 ; id. Cat. no. 418; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. vii, p. 359 (part) ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 59. 

The Variegated Laughing-Thrush, Jerd.; Ganza, Nep. 

Coloration. Forehead fulvous ; crown and nape ashy brown ; 
feathers on the eyelids and a spot behind the eye white ; lores 
black, extending over and below the eye to the upper part of the 
ear-coverts ; remainder of ear-coverts white with a black patch ; 
chin and upper throat black ; cheeks fulvous, produced downwards 
and meeting round the black throat ; sides of neck and the whole 
upper plumage olive-brown ; wing-coverts olive-brown, the greater 
one broadly edged with rufous ; winglet and primary-coverts black ; 
the inner webs of the tertiaries black, the outer grey tipped with 
white ; outer webs of primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow 
tinged with rufous and tipped with white ; a large black patch on 
the secondaries ; the middle four pairs of tail-feathers black on three 
quarters of their length, then ashy yellow and tipped with white ; 
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the other feathers ashy yellow on the inner webs, olive-yellow on the 
outer and tipped with white ; breast and sides of the body f ulveseent 
ashy brown ; remainder of lower plumage bright tawny buff. 

Bill black; legs and feet pale reddish orange-brown; iris pale 
yellow-green, brown, raw sienna-brown, pale yellowish brown 
(Hume). 

Length about 11 ; tail 5*2 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

The young have the outer webs of the wing-quills bright yellow 
as in the adult, which they also resemble in other respects. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal at elevations 
of, generally, more than 5000 feet. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a nest of 
grass and leaves in a low branch of a tree or in a bush. The eggs, 
four or five in number, are blue marked with reddish brown and 
measure 1*11 by *78. 

91. Trochaloptenun simile. The Western Variegated 
Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopteron simile, Hume , Ibis , 1871, p. 408 ; Hume fy Ilenders. 

Lah. to Tark . p. 193, pi. yii ; Hume , S. F, iii, p. 407 ; id. Cat. 

no. 418 bis ; Biddulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 53 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 439 ; 

Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 60. 

Trochalopteron variegatum, apad Code $ Marsh. S. F. i, p. 354. 

Coloration. Besembles T. variegatum. Differs in having the 
outer webs of the wing-feathers slaty blue, and in having those 
parts of the tail slaty blue which in the other species are either 
ashy yellow or olive-yellow. 

Legs and feet flesh-colour; bill black; iris brown {Dr. Q. 
Henderson). 

Of the same size as T. variegatum. 

Distribution. The western portion of Kashmir and the Hazara 
country. Scully states that this bird is common and a permanent 
resident in Sharot and Bargo, higher up the valley above Grilgit, 
at 5500 feet. 

Halits , 6fo. The nest was found by Messrs. Cock and Marshall 
near Murree on the 15th June, built at the end of a bough of a fir- 
tree about 20 feet from the ground. The nest and eggs appear 
to resemble those of the lashspecies. 


92. Trochalopterum squamatum. The Blue-winged 
Laughing-Thrush. 

Ianthocinda squamata, Gould, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 48 : Jard. & Selbu . 
HI. Om. new ser. pi. iv. 

Cinclosoima melanura, Hodgs. As. Bes. xix, p. 147 (1836). 

Ga-rrulax squamatus {Gould), Blyth, Cat. p. 96. 

Trochalopteron squamatum (Gould), Horqf. fy M. Cat. i,p. 211; 
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Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 46; id. Ibis, IS 72, p. 806; Hume, N. B. 
p. 260 ; id. Cat . no. 420 ; Sharpe. Cat . B . ifcf. vii, p. 867 : Oates in 
Hume's N. $ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 61. 

Tarmal-pho, Lepcli. ; Nabom, Bhut. 

Coloration. A black streak oyer the eye from the lores to the 
nape ; lores and sides of head rufous ; upper tail-coverts chestnut ; 
with this exception the whole upper plumage is rufescent olive- 
brown, each feather with a terminal lunate black tip ; wing-coverts 
chestnut, dusky internally; primary-coverts dusky edged with 
black ; winglet bluish ashy ; the outer primaries with the outer 
webs pale blue, the others with them entirely black ; basal portion 
of the outer webs of the secondaries chestnut, extending slightly 
to the tertiaries ; remainder of wing black, the later quills minutely 
tipped white ; tail bronze-colour, the tips chestnut ; lower plumage 
fulvous, each feather with a terminal black bar ; under tail-coverts 
and thighs castaneous. 

Legs and feet fleshy ; bill blackish, pale greyish horny at base 
of lower mandible and tip of both mandibles ; iris brilliant white 
with a faint greenish tinge (Hume). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1. 

No writer appears to have noticed the two very distinct varieties 
of this bird which seem to be found together in every locality in 
the same manner that Oarrulax pectoralis and G. moniliger occur 
together. In T. squamatum, to which the above description applies, 
the tail is bronze-colour ; in T. melanurum the tail is deep black, and 
moreover the crown of the head is ashy and the lower plumage and 
sides of the head olivaceous. Hodgson collected both varieties 
and he figured the latter bird. There is a very large series of this 
bird in the British Museum and it is quite evident that the colour 
of the tail is not a question of sex, nor does it appear to be one of 
age. I keep the two races together at present and content myself 
with pointing out the differences in hopes that the question may 
be worked out by those who have the opportunity. 

Hume informs us that in this species the male has grey lores, 
and the female fulvous-brown ones. This is certainly the case in 
the only two specimens in the Hume Collection which are sexed ; 
but I question if the inference drawn from it is correct, as it is 
altogether opposed to the rule which obtains in all the Cratero- 
ypodince — the perfect identity of the sexes. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills ; the 
Kh4si hills ; the Lhota Naga hills ; Manipur. This species appears 
to be found from 2000 to 6000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from April to J une, constructing a nest of the 
usual form in a bush near the ground and laying from three to five 
eggs, which are spotless blue and measure 1*2 by 1*87. 

93. Trochalopterum cadmmans. The Nilgiri Laughing-Thrush . 

Crateropus cachinnans, Jerd., Madr. Joum. x, p. 255, pi. 7 (1839). 

Garrulax cachinnans (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat . p. 97. 

YOL. I. 
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Pterocyclus eachinnans ( Jerd .), Horsf* <§* M. Cat* i, p. 208. 

Trochalopteron cachinnans (« Jerd.), Jerd . B, I. ii, p. 48; Blanf J* 
A . 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 175 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 300 ; Hume , N* 
&E. p. 263; id* Cat . no. 423; Sharpe , Cat B* M. vii, p. 373; 
Davison, 8.F. x, p, 377 ; Oates in Hume's N. cj* J!?. 2nd ed. l, p. 02. 

Coloration. Point of the forehead black ; sides of the forehead 
white produced back as a broad supercilium to the ear-coverts ; 
crown and nape slaty brown, the feathers very narrowly margined 
with black, the lateral feathers of the crown and forehead black on 
their inner, white on their outer, edges, forming a black line above, 
and next to, the supercilium ; lores, chin and a streak behind the 
eye black ; feathers of the eyelids white ; ear-coverts pale rufous ; 
the sides of the nape at the end of the supercilia ashy, which colour 
suffuses the whole nape ; upper plumage, sides of neck, wings, and 
tail olive-brown; throat and breast bright rufous oxtending to the 
abdomen, which, however, is much duller ; thighs, vent, under tail- 
coverts, and sides of the body rufescent olive-brown ; under wing- 
coverts rufous. 

Legs and feet black ; hill black ; iris red (Miss Co deb urn) ; iris 
crimson (Davison). 

Length about 9; tail 4; wing 3-7; tarsus 1*25; bill from 
gape -9. 

Distribution. Occurs over the whole of the Nilgiris from 4500 
feet to the summit of the hills. 

Habits , fyc* Jerdon describes this bird as being noisy and abundant 
in all the woods on the summit of the Nilgiris, and, like others of 
the genus, living in small scattered flocks foraging about the thick 
brushwood. 

It breeds from February to June, building a deep nest, which is 
frequently lined with fur and feathers, in bushes. The eggs are 
three to five in' number, blue marked with rod and brown, and 
measure 1*0 by *76. 


94. Trochalopteram cinnamomeum. Davison's Laughing-Thrush* 
Trochalopterum cmnamomeum, Davison , Ibis, 1886, p. 204. 

Coloration* Forehead, crown, and nape hair-brown, the nape 
tinged with ashy, the lateral feathers of the crown white on their 
outer webs, forming part of a broad creamy white supercilium 
extending to the end of the ear-coverts ; upper plumage, wings, and 
tail olive-brown, with a greenish tinge ; lores rusty-brown ; sides 
of the head pale ochraceous ; chin, and lower part of cheeks, dark 
cinnamon-brown ; remainder of lower plumage deep rufous, tinged 
with olivaceous on the sides, vent, and under tail-coverts ; under 
wing-coverts rufous. 

The colour of the bill &c. has not been recorded. 

Length about 8; tail 3*7; wing 3*5; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape '9. 

Distribution* Unknown; but probably, as suggested by Davison, 
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the Palghdt hills in Southern India. Apparently a very local and 
rare bird. 

95. Trochalopterum jerdoni. The Banasore Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax jerdoni, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 522 (1851). 

Trochalopteron jerdoni ( Blyth ), Jerd. B. L ii, p. 49 ; id. Ibis } 1872, 
p. 306 ; Morgan , 8. F. ii, p. 532 ; Hume , Cat no. 424 $ Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 373, pi. x ; Davison , 8. F. x, p. 378. 

Coloration. Point of forehead black ; crown and nape slaty brown, 
the edges of the feathers narrowly darker ; a broad white super- 
eilium, the feathers of which, next the crown, have the inner webs 
black, forming a narrow black band above the supercilium ; lores 
and a line behind the eye black ; ear-coverts greyish white ; sides 
of neck ashy brown, continued back and meeting round the neck ; 
upper plumage, wings, and tail olive-brown, tinged with rufous on 
the tail ; chin and cheeks black ; throat and breast streaked with 
dark ashy and white ; abdomen rufous ; sides, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts olivaceous brown ; under wing-coverts rufous. 

Bill dull black ; iris crimson-lake ; legs, feet, and claws plum- 
beous brown {Davison). 

Length about 8‘5 ; tail 3‘5 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . The Brahmagiri hills in Coorg ; the Banasore Peak, 
Wynaad, at 5000 to 6000 feet, and, according to Mr. Morgan, the 
PaigMt hills and the Chinnacoonoor Ghat, Nilgiris. The species 
seen in the last two localities may, however, have been different, 

possibly T. fairbanTci. 

* 

96. Trochalopterum fairhanM. The Palni Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopterum fairbanki, Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 175, 
pi. xvii a (1868) ; Jerd . Ibis, 1872, p. 306 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 413 ; 
Fairbank, 8. F. v, p. 404 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 36 ; id. Cat. no. 423 
bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 374 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 379 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. B. 2nd ed. i, p. 64. 

Coloration. Porehead, crown, and nape black, or intensely dark 
brown ; a broad white supercilium extending to the nape ; lores 
and a band behind the eye black ; ear-coverts and sides of head 
grey ; sides of neck ashy ; upper plumage, wings, and tail olive- 
brown tinged with rusty, especially on the upper tail-coverts ; chin, 
throat, and breast ashy, streaked with white ; remainder of lower 
plumage bright rufous. 

Iris dark red, red-brown (Fairbank). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape *95. 

Distribution. The Palni and AnamuJli hills in South Travancore 
above 3000 feet. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds on the Palnis in May. A nest found in this 
month, at an elevation of 6500 feet, was placed in a crotch of a tree 
at about ten feet from the ground. The eggs are blue, marked in 
various ways with red and brown. One egg measured 1*0 by *8. 

h2 
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97. Trochalopterum meridionale. Blanford's Lctughlag-Thrush. 

Trochalopteron fairbanki, Blanf., Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 36 (1878). 

Trochalopterum meridionale, Blanf \ J. A. 8. B. xlix, p. 142 (1880) ; 
Hume, 8 . F. i x, p. 605 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 375. 

Coloration . Eorehead, crown, nape, and lores dusky brown ; a 
short white band over the lores reaching only to the eye ; sides of 
head and neck, the whole upper plumage, wings, and tail ashy olive- 
brown, tinged with fulvous on the upper tail-coverts ; chin nearly 
white ; throat and breast white, streaked with ashy ; centre of 
abdomen white ; sides and under tail-coverts bright rufous ; vent 
and thighs olivaceous brown. 

Iris dark red ; bill black ; legs dusky ( Bourclillon ). 

Length about 8*5; tail 3-7; wing 3*4; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . Travancore. There are specimens in the British 
Museum from Chinipanni, the Patnas, Mynall, and the Tinnevelly 
boundary, 4000 feet. 

98. Trochalopterum virgatum. The Manijpur Streaked 
Laughing-Thrush . 

Trochalopteron virgatum, Godwin- Austen, P/Z. 8. 1874, p. 46 ; id. 
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 1G2 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 395 ; id. Cat. 
no. 425 bis ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 379. 

Coloration. Point of the forehead and a long supercilium ex- 
tending to the nape white; lores ferruginous; cheeks, lower part 
of ear-eo\erts, and under the eye fulvous white; upper part of 
ear-coverts ferruginous, with pale shaft-streaks; crown, nape, 
mantle, lesser wing-coverts, and sides of the neck reddish brown, 
with very white shafts ; lower back, scapulars, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts ashy brown, with white shafts ; tail olive-brown, dis- 
tinctly cross-rayed, the outer feathers tipped white ; greater wing- 
coverts chestnut, with white shafts and tips ; primary-coverts pale 
rufous, with white shafts and brown tips ; winglet deep ashy, with 
the outer webs white along the shafts; wings ashy; the middle 
feathers washed with chestnut, and the tertiaries edged with paler 
ashy ; chin and throat deep chestnut, shading off into yellowish 
buff on the remainder of the lower plumage, all the feathers with 
white shafts. 

Legs and feet pale greyish fleshy ; soles yellowish ; bill deep 
brown; iris brown; orbital skin leaden-dusky (Hume). 

Length about 9*5; tail 4*5; wing 3*4; tarsus 1*25; bill from 
gape -9. 

Distribution . The first specimen of this bird was obtained near 
the village of Bazami under the Kopamedza ridge at 5000 feet in 
the N4ga hills. Hume subsequently observed it in the higher 
portions of the Eastern hills of Manipur about Aimole, Matchi, 
and Tankool Hoondoong. 
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Habits , 6fo. Hume observes that this bird haunts dense under- 
growth and is never seen except by accident, and hence, though not, 
he believes, very scarce in the localities in which he found it, it is 
still very hard to procure. It has a peculiar soft single-note call, 
by following up which he procured all his specimens. 


99. Trochalopterum lineatum. The Himalayan Streaked 
Laughing-Thrush . 

Cinclosoma lineatum, Vigors , P. Z. S, 1831, p. 56. 

Cinclosoma setifera, Hodgs. As. Bes. xix, p. 148 (1836). 

Garrulax lineatus ( Vig .), Blyth, Cat. p. 97. 

Pterocyclus lineatus ( Vig.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 209. 

Trochalopteron lineatum ( Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 50; Stoliczka, 
J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 38 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 308 ; Cock $ 
Marsh. 8. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume <$* Henders. Lah . to Yarh. p. 195, pi. 8; 
Hume , N. E. p. 264 ; Brooks , 8. F. iii, p. 238 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 425 ; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 291 ; Biddulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 54, 
1882, p. 272 ; Scully , Ibis , 1881, p. 440 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. vii, 
p. 377 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 64. 

Trochalopteron imbricatum ( Hodgs .), apud Hume , N. § E. p. 266. 

The Streaked Laughing-Thrush , Jerd. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and mantle dark ashy, 
streaked with dusky, the shafts black ; lower back and wing-coverts 
reddish brown, with white shafts ; rump and upper taihcoverts 
plain ashy ; tail washed with rufous, cross -rayed, with a subterminal 
black band and grey tips ; wings chiefly rufous on the outer webs, 
the tertiaries edged with grey ; lores and ring round the eye mingled 
white and grey ; cheeks, ear-coverts, and an indistinct supercilium 
castaneous ; chin, throat, breast, and upper abdomen chestnut, all 
the feathers with ashy margins and those on the breast with glis- 
tening white shafts ; lower abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts 
ashy brown. 

Bill dusky ; the base of the lower mandible greyish or brownish 
horny ; iris brown or reddish brown ; feet fleshy brown ; claws 
livid horny (Scully). 

Length about 8; tail 3'6; wing 3*1; tarsus 1*05; bill from 
gape *9. 

The above description applies to Nepal birds, which are extremely 
rufous and richly coloured. Further to the north-west the grey 
margins of the feathers of the lower plumage become much wider 
and the streaks on the head and back are much paler. In Kashmir 
and Gilgit the prevailing colour of the lower plumage is grey, and 
the rufous is in pale streaks ; the shafts of the breast-feathers are 
much whiter, and frequently terminate in a triangular terminal 
spot ; and the upper plumage is more ashy. 

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Nepal to the 
extreme west of Kashmir and the Hazara country. This species 
appears to he found up to about 9000 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. This is a very common bird throughout its range, and 
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one of the best known of Himalayan birds, frequenting the neigh- 
bourhood of bungalows at the hill-stations. It breeds from April to 
September, constructing a bulky, deep, nest of grass and fine stems 
of herbaceous plants in thick bushes near the ground. The eggs, 
usually three in number, are greenish blue without any marks, and 
measure 1*01 by -73. 


100. Trochalopterum imbricatum. The Bristly Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax ixnbricatus, Blyth , J. A, 8. B, xii, p. 051 (1843) ; id. Cat . 
p. 98. 

Pterocyclus imbricatus (Blyth), Ilorsf. fy M. Cat, i, p. 208. 

TrochaLopteron setifer (Hodgs\ apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 51. 

Trochalopterum imbricatum ( Hodgs .), Hume , Cat. no. 42G ; Sharpe, 
Cat, B, M, vii, p. 379. 

Coloration, Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark reddish 
brown, with glistening black shafts, the feathers, especially those of 
the forehead, stiff and pointed ; lores, a short supercilium, and sides 
of the head greyish brown with white shafts ; mantle, scapulars, 
and sides of the neck reddish brown with grey margins and glis- 
tening white shafts ; rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown with 
pale shafts and obsolete narrow cross-bars ; tail reddish brown, 
the outer feathers black towards the ends and tipped white ; the 
outer primaries edged with grey, the others and all the coverts 
reddish brown, the tertiaries edged paler ; chin and throat reddish 
brown: remainder of the lower plumage reddish brown with 
glistening white shafts ; thighs and under tail-coverts olive-brown. 

The colour of the bill &c, has not been recorded. 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3T ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape -85. 

Distribution . Bhutan only, whence there are three specimens in 
the British Museum. 

No specimen of this' rare bird is contained in either the Hodgson 
or the Hume Collection, and there is no evidence whatever to show 
that this species occurs in Nepal. Hodgson figures two birds, one 
of which is undoubtedly the ordinary form of T, lineatum and the 
pther is a somewhat peculiar form of the same, but bearing no 
resemblance to T, imbricatum. 


Genus GRA1OIAT0PTILA, Eeichenb., 1850. 

The two birds of this genus may be recognized by their stout, 
short, deep bill, striated plumage, and by the long* frontal hairs 
which reach over the nostrils. They inhabit the mountain-ranges 
of northern and north-eastern India, frequent dense jungle, go in 
parties, and hate peculiar calls. They lay eggs which in some 
cases are spotless, in others spotted, and their proper place appears 
to be near Trochalopterum, 
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Key to the Species. 

a. Feathers of crest not streaked with white; no 


brown bands on the sides of the crown G. striata , p. 103. 

b . Feathers of crest streaked with white ; a distinct 

brown band on each side of the crown G. austeni , p. 104. 


101. Grammatoptila striata. The Striated Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulus striatus, Vigors ) P. Z. S. 1830, p. 7 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 37. 
Keropia striata ( Vig.), Hodys . in Gray's Zool. Misc . p. 83 ; Horsf. 
8f M. Cat. i, p. 209. 

Turuagra striata ( Tig.), Blyth , Cat. p. 95. 

Grammatoptila striata {Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 11 ; id. Ibis , 1872, 
p. 298; Hume , N. E. p. 237 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 234; Hume , 
Cat. no. 382 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 287 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 450 ; Oates in Hume's N. ty E. 2nd ed. i, p. 67. 

The Striated Jay-Thrush , Jerd. ; Nampiolc-pho, Lepch. ; Kopiam , Bhut. 

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, sides of the head and neck, 
chin, and throat umber-brown (deepest on the crest) shading off 
into pale brown on the lower plumage ; every feather of the plumage, 



Fig. 28. — Head of G. striata. 


both upper and lower, the wing-coverts, and tertiaries with a long 
median white streak, the streaks larger but less defined on the 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; quills dark brown, the outer webs 
of the first few primaries hoary, of the others pale chestnut ; tail 
chestnut ; the outer feathers with a minute white tip. 

Bill black; legs dusky plumbeous ; iris red-brown ( Jerdon ). 
Length about 12 ; tail 5*3 ; wing 5*6 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. ^ 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Bhutan 
from 6000 to 9000 feet. This species has, no doubt erroneously, 
been recorded from Birbhum in Bengal. 

Habits , dfc. Jerdon states that this bird has some very peculiar 
calls, one of them resembling the chucking of a hen which has just 
laid an egg. It breeds from May to July, constructing a cup-shaped 
nest of grass &c. in a low tree, and apparently laying only two 
eggs. These are blue, some quite spotless, others marked with a 
few specks of brownish red. They measure 1 *3 by *9. 
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102. Qrammatoptila austeni. Austen 9 s Striated Laughing-Thrush. 

Grammatoptila striata (Vigors), Godwin- Austen, J. A. S. B . xlv, 
pt. ii, p. 73 j xlvii, pt. ii, p. 15 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 135. 

Coloration . Resembles G. striata , but differs in haying no white 
shaft-stripes on the crest-feathers, and in having two broad dark 
brown bands, one on either side of the head, nearly meeting on 
the nape behind. The shaft- stripes on the upper plumage and 
sides of the head are much narrower, being hardly any broader 
than the shafts themselves, and the streaks on the lower surface 
are also much narrower and better defined. 

Iris red-brown ; legs and feet pale grey (Godwin- Austen). 

Of the same size as G. striata . 

Distribution. The Daphla and the Eastern Naga hills. In the 
former this species was common under Toruputu Peak at about 
6000 feet in January. 

Habits , Sfc. Godwin-Austen observes of thi3 species that it asso- 
ciates in large flocks, and that the note is a chatter mingled with 
another call somewhat simulating the low quack of a duck. It 
feeds entirely on fruits and seeds. 

Genus STACTOCICHLA, Sharpe, 1883. 

The only bird of this genus is characterized by a rather long 
slender bill, resembling that of Garrulaoc, but somewhat longer 
in proportion to the size of the head, and by having the throat 
and breast spotted like those of a Thrush. It is very rare and 
little is known about it. 

103. Stactocichla merulina. The Spotted-breasted 
Laughing - Thrush. 

Garrulax meruliiras, JBlyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 521 (1851) ; Jerd. Ibis , 
1872, p. 303 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 162 ; Hume, 
8. F. iii, p. 394 ; id. Cat. no. 413 bis ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 161, 

Stactocichla merulina (Btyth ) , Sharpe , Cat . B. M. vii, p. 449. 

Moh mepeh , of the Angami Nagas. 

Coloration. Entire upper plumage, sides of the head and neck, 
tail, and exposed part of closed wings rufescent olive-brown ; a 
narrow white streak over the ear-coverts ; forehead mottled with 
grey ; chin, throat, and breast yellowish buff, broadly streaked with 
oval black stripes; centre of abdomen yellowish buff; sides of the 
body rufescent olive-brown ; under tail-coverts bright ochraceous. 

Legs and feet rather pale brown; upper mandible blackish, 
lower horny grey ; iris pale pinkish buff ; orbital skin pale leaden 
(Hume). 

Length about 10*5 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution. The ELhasi, Naga, and Lhota Naga hills ; the 
Eastern hills of Manipur. 
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Habits, Sfc. Hume describes this bird as a terrible skulk, clinging 
to dense thorny scrub. It is yer y vocal and has a great number 
of clear, beautiful notes, which it combines into a great variety of 
calls, and it has also a coughing, chuckling, oft-repeated note. 


G-enus ARGYA, Lesson, 1831. 

The birds of this genus differ from the Laughing-Thrushes in 
many points of structure. The covering-membrane of the nostril 
is partially clothed with plumes and the feathers of the forehead 
and those round the base of the bill are short, firm, and close. 
The tail is also relatively much longer and greatly graduated, each 
outer feather being only about half the length of the tail. 

The Babblers of this genus are found all over the plains of India 
and Burma. They associate in small flocks, keep to the ground 
or near it, and are very noisy when disturbed. They make cup- 
shaped nests, chiefly in high grass, and lay unspotted blue eggs. 
Many of the species resemble each other closely. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Head and back distinctly streaked with 

blackish or very dark brown. 
a'. Chin and throat rufous, with streaks .... 
b’. Ohm and throat white or very pale fulvous, 
without streaks. 

a 1 '. Lower plumage pale fulvous 

b". Lower plumage ferruginous 

b. Head not streaked ) back with oval brown 

spots 

c. Upper plumage entirely unstreaked. 

d. Chin and throat rufous, lores dark 

d! . Chin and upper throat white, lores white. 


A. earlii, p. 105, 


A . caudata , p. 106. 

A. gularis, p. 107. 

A. malcolmi, p. 108. 

A. suh'ufa, p. 109. 

A. longirostris, p. 109. 



Fig. 29. — Head of A. earlii. 


104. Argya earlii. The Striated Babbler . 

Malacocercus earlii, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xiii, p. 369 (1844) ; id. Cat. 

p. 141 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 222. 

Chatarrhcea earlii (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 68 ; Hume, N. «§• E. 
p. 275 j Hume Heriders. Lah. to Yark . pi. x; Hume, Cat. 
no. 439 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 182 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 174. 
Crateropus earlii (Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, j>. 30. 

-Argya earlii (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 392 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. <5* E. 2nd ed. i, p. 68. 

The Striated Feed-Babbler, JercL ; Burra-phenga, Hindi, 
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Coloration. Upper plumage brown tinged with rufous, the 
feathers of the crown largely centred with very dark brown, those 
of the back with very dark shaft-stripes ; upper tail-coverts obso- 
letely dark-shafted; tail brown, the shafts darker and all the 
feathers cross-rayed ; wings brown, the lesser coverts centred 
darker; lores grey; cheeks and ear-coverts plain rufescent; chin, 
throat, and breast the same, with dark shaft-stripes increasing in 
size from the chin downwards ; remainder of lower plumage pale 
butty-brown, becoming albescent in the middle of the abdomen. 

Iris bright yellow ; eyelid plumbeous ; bill fleshy yellow, the 
culmen, nostril, and the tip of both mandibles horn-colour ; mouth 
yellow ; legs plumbeous ; claws pinkish. 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. This Babbler occurs over a considerable portion of 
Sind from Sehwan down to the Eunn of Cutch. It is also found 
in the Saharunpur district and thence skirts the plains at the base 
of the Himalayas as far as Behar, whence it commences to spread 
over Bengal, extending up the Assam valley, and southwards to 
Southern Pegu, where it is abundant. 

Habits , $c. This species is found only in the plains where there 
are large expanses of heavy grass, and lives in small parties that feed 
on the ground or climb about in the grass. When one bird flies 
across the open, the others follow it one by one, skimming near 
the ground with laboured flight and repeating a monotonous note, 
which, however, is not unpleasant when heard in the vast lonely 
plains which this bird frequents. It breeds throughout the rains, 
or from April to October, or even later, making its nest in a clump 
of grass and laying three eggs, which measure *88 by *7. 


105. Argya caudata. The Common Babbler. 

Cossyphus caudatus, Dumfril. Drapiez. Diet. Class. & Ilist. Nat. x, 
p. 219 (1826). ' 

Malacocercus huttoni, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 476 (1847) ; id. Ibis. 

1867, p. 6 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 310. 

Malacocercus caudatus ( Dumtrit ), Blyth, Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. & M. 
Cat. i, p, 223. 

Chatarrhcea caudata ( Dum.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 67; Hume, N. <§* F. 
p. 274 ; Hume $ Hmders . Lah. to Yark. p. 197, pi. ix ; Hume. 
Cat. no. 438; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 181, * J 

Crateropus huttoni ( Blyth ), Blanf. Ibis , 1874, p. 75 : id. S. F. ii 
p. 329 ; id. E. Pers. ii, p. 203, pi. xiii, fig. 1. ; 

Ohatorhea eclipes, Hume, 8. F. v,p. 337 (1877) ; id. Cat.no. 438 ter. 
Chatarrhsea huttoni (Blyth), Hume, Cat. no. 438 bis. 

Argya caudata (Drop.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 393; Oates in 
Hume’s N. $ F. 2nd ed. i, p. 70. 

Axgya eclipes (Hume), Sharpe, t. c. p. 894. 

Argya huttoni (Blyth), Sharpe , t. c . p. 394. 

Crateropus caudatus (. Dum .), Oates, B. B. i, p. 32. 

The Striated Bwh-Sabbler Jerd. ; Dumri, Hind, in the South ; Hum, 
Tam. ; Hedo and Lailo, Sind ; Chilchil, Hind, in the N. W. P • t>eng or 
Chota-petiga, Hindi ; Sor in the N.W. ; Chinna sidu, Tel. * 
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Coloration. "Whole upper plumage brown tinged with fulvous, 
each feather with a dark brown shaft-streak ; wing- and tail- 
coverts with only the shaft dark; quills brown, lighter on the 
outer webs ; tail olive-brown, cross-rayed, and the shafts very dark ; 
chin and throat fulvous white; lores brown; ear-coverts rufescent; 
lower plumage pale fulvous, albescent on the abdomen, and the 
sides of the breast faintly striated. 

Bill light brown, yellow at base below; legs and feet yellow; 
claws fleshy brown; iris brown or yellow (Bingham) - 9 iris red- 
brown (Jerdori). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4-7 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

With the large series of these birds now available in the British 
Museum it is impossible to separate the bird into three races, and 
it will be seen from Hume’s Catalogue that this gentleman no 
longer thinks it possible to do so. 

Distribution. Every portion of India proper, from Sind to Bengal 
and from the foot of the Himalayas to the extreme south of the 
peninsula as far at least as the base of the Palni hills. This bird 
also occurs in the Laccadives and in Bamesvaram Island. In the 
north of India I have been able to trace it no further east than 
Behar, but it is probably found as far as the longitude of Calcutta. 
Blyth records it from Arakan and Thayetmyo, but it is probable 
that he did so by some mistake. 

To the west it extends into Persia. 

Habits , This Babbler is not addicted to grass jungle, but is 

found in all sorts of country, even in gardens. It associates in small 
flocks and has the habits of A. earlii. It breeds throughout the 
greater part of the year, constructing its nest in bushes and laying 
three eggs, which measure *82 by *64. 

106. Argya gularis. The White-throated Babbler . 

Ohatorhea gularis, Blyth , J.A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 478 (1865) ; Jerd. This , 
1862, p. 19 ; Blanf. Ibis , 1870, p. 466 ; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 124 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 639, pi. xlviii; Hume, Cat. 
no. 439 bis ; Oates , 8. F. x, p. 209. 

Crateropus gularis (Blyth), Oates , B. B. i, p. 31. 

Argya gularis (Blyth), Shatpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 396. 

Coloration. Porehead and a line on either side as far as the eye 
grey, each feather with a black streak ; crown, hind neck, back, 
and scapulars ruddy brown, the feathers with dark brown shaft- 
stripes ; rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown, the latter with 
faint stripes ; tail olive-brown, cross-rayed ; exposed parts of wings 
olive-brown, some of the greater coverts indistinctly dark-shafted ; 
ear-coverts and sides of the neck ruddy brown ; lores black ; chin, 
throat, cheeks, and upper breast white ; remainder of lower plumage 
ferruginous. 

I omitted to note the colour of the soft parts of this bird when 
in Burma and no one else appears to have recorded them. 
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Length about 10*5 ; tail 5*5; wing S‘2; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape' 1. 

Distribution . The Talley of the Irrawaddy river from Prome to 
Bhamo. 

Habits , Sfc. This species is very common round Thayetmyo, living 
in bamboo-jungle and entering compounds and gardens . It associates 
in small flocks, feeds on the ground, and is as noisy as its congeners. 

107. Argya malcolmi. The Large Grey Babbler . 

Timalia malcolmi, Sykes , P. Z. S. 1832, p. 88. 

Garrulus albifrons, Gray , in Hardio. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 30, fig. 1 
(1834). 

Malacocercus malcolmi (Sykes), Blyth, Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. M. Cat. 
i, p. 218 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 64 ; id. Ibis , 1872, p. 310 ; Barnes , 
Birds Bom . p. 180. 

Argya malcolmi (Sykes'), Hume , N. 8f E. p. 273 ; id. Cat. no. 430 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 398 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 382 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. § E. 2nd ed. i, p. 72. 

Ghogoi, Hind. ; Gangai ', Hind, in the N.W. P. ; Gongya , Can. ; Kokutti, 
Mahr. ; Verri-chinda and Gowa-sida , Tel. ; Bhaina, Lucknow. 

Coloration. "Upper plumage dull brown, the feathers of the mantle 
with dark centres ; forehead bluish grey with fine white shaft- 
stripes ; lores dusky; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; the three 
outer pairs of tail-feathers white, the fourth pair with the outer 
web whitish, and the remainder of the tail pale brown ; the central 
tail-feathers cross-rayed ; wings dark brown, the earlier primaries 
hoary browm on the outer webs, the others edged with the colour 
of the back ; entire lower plumage, cheeks, and sides of neck 
fulvescent, the throat and breast darker and washed with glaucous. 

Iris bright yellow ; upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible, 
legs, and feet fleshy, slightly tinged blue (Davison). 

Length about 11; tail 5*5; wing 4*6 ; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. A great portion of the peninsula of India. In the 
north-west this Babbler appears to be rather rare. I have seen 
specimens collected at TJmballa in the Punjab and Sehwan in Sind. 
At Sambhar and Abu it commences to be common, as also at Delhi. 
Its extension to the east is not well indicated by the specimens I 
have been able to examine, but it appears to be common at Allahabad 
and it is probably found some distance further east. Southwards 
it is spread over the whole peninsula as far at least as Mysore and 
the Nilgiris, It, however, seems to be absent from certain tracts of 
country, its distribution being, as Jerdon remarks, peculiar. 

Habits , <$fc. In the south of India this bird appears to be confined 
to the jungle, but in the north it is found chiefly in fields and gardens. 
It is a noisy chattering bird, associating in small flocks and taking 
refuge in trees when disturbed. It breeds pretty well throughout 
the year, constructing its nest in low branches of trees and shrubs 
and laying four eggs, which measure *99 by *77. 
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108. Argya subrufa. The Large Rufms Babbler, 

Timalia subrufa, Jerd, Madr. Jonm. L . 3. x, p. 259 (1844). 

Malacocercus subrufus (Jerd), Blyth, Cat . p. 141 ; Horsf. ty M. Cat i, 
p. 217. 

Layardia subrufa (Jerd), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 66; Hume, Cat no. 437 ; 
Butler, 3. F, ix, p, 401 ; Damon, 8. F. x, 'p. 382 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 181. 

Argya subrufa (Jerd), Sharpe , Cat . B. M. vii, p. 890: Oates in 
Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 74. 

Argya hyperythra, Sharpe, t c. p. 390. 

The Rufous Babbler, Jerd . ; Jungli-Khyr, Hind. 

Coloration. Forehead hoary grey with black shafts ; whole upper 
plumage, tail, and exposed parts of the wings olive-brown with a 
rufous tinge, especially strong on the outer webs of the quills, on 
the tail, and on the upper tail-coverts ; lores brown ; cheeks, sides 
of head and neck olive-brown tinged with rufous ; lower plumage 
bright rufous, somewhat paler on the abdomen and suffused with 
brown on the thighs and under tail-coverts ; under wing-coverts 
and edge of wing rufous ; tail slightly cross-rayed. 

Upper mandible, from gape to nostril, chrome-yellow ; rest of 
upper mandible blackish brown ; lower mandible chrome-yellow ; 
iris creamy white or pale yellow ; legs and feet dark yellowish 
fleshy, pale reddish brown, greyish yellow (Davison). 

Length 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 3’5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 1. 

Argya hyperythra, a species described by Sharpe in the ‘ Catalogue/ 
cannot in my opinion be kept distinct. The two specimens upon 
which the name was founded are certainly very rufous, but it is 
only a matter of degree, and I believe that Sharpe himself now 
doubts the validity of the species. 

Distribution . The Western Ghats from Coonoor and Kotagiri 
on the Nilgiris to Khandala near Bombay. 

Habits , Sfc. Davison remarks that this bird is quite a Malacocercus 
in habits and voice, but it keeps to much denser cover, being found 
far away in forests, and the voice is softer and more subdued. 

The nest of this bird is of the usual form, made of leaves and 
bound together by grass and creepers. 

109. Argya longirostris. The Small Rufous Babbler . 

Pyctorhis longirostris, Hodgs ., Moore, JP. Z. S. 1854, p. 104 ; Horsf. 
fy M. Cat i, p, 408 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 16 ; Hume, Cat. no. 38o ; 
id. 8. F. ix, p. 250, xi, p. 137. 

Malacocercus (Layardia) rubiginosus, Godwin- Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, 
p. 47 ; id. J. A. S. B. xliii. pt. ii, p. 164, pi. v ; Hume, 8. F. iii, 
p. 897; Godw.-Aust. J \ A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 78, 202; xlvii, 
pt. ii, p. 24; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 153. 

Timelia longirostris (Hodgs), Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 509. 

The Larger Yellow-eyed Babbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of the closed 
wings deep reddish brown; lores, cheeks, chin, and upper throat 
white ; the whole lower plumage and the ear-coverts ferruginous, 
becoming albescent on the abdomen ; tail cross-rayed. 
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Legs and feet brown, darker on feet; bill black; iris white, 
bluish white {Hume). 

Length nearly 10; tail 4*6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution . The Nepal Terai ; the Bhutan and Buxa l)oars ; 
Gowhatty ; Helena, Darrang district, Assam ; Sadiya ; Manipur ; 
Cachar. 

Habits , <$vj. God win- Austen, who very rightly associates this bird 
with the Malacoeerci , states that this species is essentially a grass- 
bird. It goes about in flocks of a dozen or so, flying through the 
grass one after another in a scattered line, and never abiding long 
in one place. Hume, who found it to be common in Manipur 
about the capital and the Logtak lake, says that it occurs about the 
ditches with their high grass hedgerows. Except, however, in the 
early mornings, it clings closely to the grass, showing itself but 
little and not being easy to shoot. 


Genus CRATEROPUS, Swains., 1831. 

The genus Crateropus differs from Argya in its shorter tail, 
which is about equal in length to the wing, and in its stouter bill. 
The tail is also much less graduated, the outer feathers being about 
two thirds the entire length of the tail. In habits the two genera 
are very similar, as also in their mode of nidification and the colour 
of the egg. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Throat cinereous mottled with pale brown; 

breast fulvous ashy 

b . Throat and breast dark brown or black with 

ashy margins. 

a' . Tail ashy and brown ; primaries edged paler, 
a". Ear-coverts blackish, strikingly different 

to the rest of the head 

b". Ear-coverts of the same colour as the 

. rest of the head 

b\ Tail rufous ; primaries without paler edges. 
c". Throat ana breast mottled with brown 
d". Throat and breast uniformly rufous. . . . 

c. Throat faint rufous, breast dark rufous 


C. canorus, p. 110. 


C. prisms, p. 112, 

C. striatus, p. 112. 

C. somervillii p. 113. 
C. rufescens, p. 114, 

C. cinereifrons, p. 114. 


110. Crateropus canorus. The Jungle Babbler. 

Turdus canorus, Linn . Syst. Hat. i, p. 293 (1766). 

Pastor terricolor, JHodgs. J. A . S. B . v, p. 771 (1836), 

Malacocercus bengalensis. Blyth, Cat. p. 140 (1849) 

Malacocercus canorus (Z.), Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 220. 

Malacocercus orientals, Jerd. IU. Ind. Om. text to pi. 19 (1847). 
Malacocercus malaharicus, Jen % d. 111. Ind. Om. text to pi. 19 Q847) - 
62 5 Hume, H. $ B. p. 272; id no. 434 ■ 
Damson , 8. F.x } p. 381 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p! 180. 7 



CRATEROPUS. 


Ill 


Malacocercus terricolor (Hodgs.), Jerd. JB. I. ii, p. 59 ; Hume, K fy 
JE. p. 269 ; id. S. F. i, p. 180 ; Ch'ipps, 8, F. vii, p. 278 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 482 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 179 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 174. 

Crateropus canorus (Linn.), Sharpe , Cat. JB, M. vii, p. 478 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 74. 

The Bengal Babbler, Jerd. ; The Jungle Babbler , Jerd. ; Chatarhia , 
Beng. ; Bengya-maina, Hind, in the Upper Prove. : Sat bhai, Janglirhhyr , 
Ghonghai, Hind. ; Pedda sida, Tel. 

# Coloration. Upper plumage, coverts, and fcertiaries pale brown, 
cinereous on the head and rump, slightly fulvous on the upper 
tail-coverts, the back with dark brown streaks and whitish shaft- 
stripes; tail brown, paler near the base and darker towards the 
end, which is tipped white and cross-rayed ; wings dark brown, 
edged with ashy on the outer webs ; lores whitish with a narrow 
black line above them ; sides of the head like the crown ; c hin and 



Fig. 30. — Head of C. canorus. 


throat cinereous, faintly cross-barred darker * breast fulvous ashy 
with whitish shafts ; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts' fulvous, 
the sides tinged with. brown, and with faint-white shafts. 

Iris yellowish white ; orbital skin pale yellow ; legs and claws 
fleshy yellow ( Cripps ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*3 ; wing 4-2; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

It is impossible for any description to cover all the changes of 
colour which this bird undergoes throughout the year from the 
fresh moult to the time when the feathers get worn down. The 
chief point to note about this species is that the chin and throat are 
pale with no bars or marks of black or dark brown, as in the others. 
After carefully examining a very large series of this Babbler from 
every part of India that it inhabits, I am unable to find that there 
is more than one species or even race. Jerdon recognized two 
species and he differentiated them precisely by those characters 
which are continually varying according as the plumage is. fresh or 
old. He states also that .the hill of C . terricolor, the northern race, 
is horny brown, hut I find that this colour is the exception. Hume 
notes on the label of a Punjab bird that the bill was fleshy white, 
and of a Mount-Abu bird that it was whitish, and Bingham in the 
same way states that a Delhi bird had it yellowish white. 

Distribution. The whole of India from Sind to the extreme east 
of Assam, and from the Himalayas down to the extreme south of 
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the peninsula. This bird appears to ascend the hills to about 5000 
feet of elevation or probably higher in the south. 

Habits , <$fc. Has much the habits of Argya , but is arboreal, not 
confining itself to any particular sort of jungle. It is very noisy 
and goes about in flocks. Breeds from March to July and in the 
south of India even in the dry weather up to December. The nest 
is placed in thick low trees or in bushes or hedges, and the eggs, 
generally three in number, measure 1*01 by '78. One or more 
species of Cuckoos select the nest of this bird in which to deposit 
their eggs. 


111. Crateropns griseus. The White-headed Babbler. 

Turdus griseus, Gm. Syst . Nat. i, p. 824 (1788). 

Malacocercus griseus ( Gm .), Jerd. IU. Ind . Orn. pi. 10; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 220 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 00 ; id. 
Ibis , 1872, p. 307 ; Hume , N. $ B. p. 271 ; id. Cat. no 433 ; 
Davison , S. F. x, p. 381 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 179. 

Crateropus griseus (Gm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vu, p. 480; Oates in 
Humds N. 8f JS. 2nd ecL i, p. 78, 

Khyr, Hind. ; Chinda or Sida, Tel. $ Kalli-Kuravi, Tam. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, lores, and round the eye 
dingy greyish white, sometimes extending over the hind neck ; 
upper plumage ashy brown, the feathers of the back with white 
shaft-stripes and a black streak on both webs ; quills black, narrowly 
edged on the outer webs with ashy ; tail ashy brown on the basal 
half and dark brown on the terminal half, which is tipped with 
whitish ; tail and tertiaries cross-rayed with blackish ; cheeks and 
ear-coverts dark brown ; chin, throat, and breast black, with ashy 
margins to the feathers ; middle of abdomen fulvous ; remainder 
of lower plumage brown. 

Legs, feet, claws, bill, and orbital skin dead white, slightly tinged 
with yellow ; iris creamy white (Davison). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape *9. 

This species is a fairly well marked one, being recognizable by 
its’ whitish head and dark ear-coverts. 

Distribution. Southern India from the extreme south np to about 
a line drawn from Ellore through Secunderabad to Belgaum. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds apparently throughout the year, constructing 
a nest of grass-stems and roots in trees and bushes, not far off the 
ground. The eggs measure -95 by -68. 


112. Crateropus striatus. The Southern-Indian Babbler. 
Malacocercus striatus, Swains. Zool. 1U. new series, pi. 127 (1831) • 

B '£a { ’ %r 69; B M b >. llis ’ 186 ?, p.300; iz oldsw.P.Z/8. 
1872, p. 8. -F.iy, p. 458, vii, p. 886 ; id. Cat. no. 432 

bis ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 494 ; Parker, S. F. ix, p. 479. 
Crateropus striatus (-.^O Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 481 : Oates in 
Hume 8 N. JS. 2nd ed. 1 , p. 79. 

Demelitcha , Oeyl. ; Tunil, Tam. 
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Coloration. Upper plumage and sides of head and neck brown, 
the feathers of the head edged with cinereous, those of the back 
with large whitish shaft-streaks, and a dark streak on each web ; 
quills dark brown, edged with ashy on the outer webs; upper tail- 
coverts tinged with rufous ; tail dark brown, paler at base, cross- 
rayed ; chin, throat, and breast very dark brown, sometimes almost 
black, with broad ashy edges ; remainder of lower plumage dark 
fulvous, the sides of the body tinged with brown. 

Legs feet, claws, bill and orbital skin dirty fleshy white ; upper 
mandible and claws tinged pale brown ; iris clear white {Davison), 

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

This species closely resembles C. canorus , from which it differs 
chiefly in the dark colour of the throat and breast. 

Distribution . Ceylon, Eamesvaram, and part of Southern India. 
There are many specimens of this bird in the British Museum, 
collected at Coonoor and Ootacamund, on the Nilgiris, quite insepa- 
rable from Ceylon birds. 

Habits , 6fG. Breeds in Ceylon from March to July, building its nest 
in bushes and laying two or three eggs, which measure *96 by ‘72. 

113. Crateropus somervillii. The Rufous-tailed Babbler . 

Timalia somervillei, /Sykes, F. Z. 8. 1832, p. 88. 

Malacocircus somervillei (Sykes), Horsf. § M. Cat. i, p. 219 ; Jerd. 
B. 1. ii, p. 63 ; Blyth , Ibis , 1867, p/6 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xxxviii, 
pt. ii, p. 177 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 272 ; Fairbanks , S. F. iv, p. 258 ; 
Hume, Cat no. 435; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 64; Barnes , Birds Bom. 

p. 180. 

Malacocercus sykesii, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 63 (1863). 

-Crateropus somervillii (Sykes), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 482. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown, the feathers 
with narrow pale edges ; lores white ; sides of the head and neck, 
back, wing-coverts, and tertiaries paler brown tinged with rufous, 
the feathers of the back with white shafts ; rump and upper tail- 
feathers ferruginous ; tail reddish brown ; both tail and tertiaries 
cross-rayed with blackish ; primaries and secondaries black ; chin 
and throat dark brown, each feather with a broad ashy margin ; 
breast brown with broad white shaft-streaks ; abdomen, vent, and 
under tail-coverts deep ferruginous ; tail tipped paler below. 

Bill greyish white,; iris yellowish white; orbits yellow; feet 
and claws fleshy yellow (Hume Coll.). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 
1-1. 

This species is the best defined of the genus and can be easily 
identified by its rufous tail and deep ferruginous lower parts. A 
specimen procured by Hume at Kollachal in the extreme south of 
Travancore is remarkable for a number of rufous patches on the 
neck and back. 

Distribution . The Western Grhits and the country lying between 
VOL. I. I 
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them and the sea from Goa to a short distance north of the latitude 
of Bombay. This Babbler occurs on Bombay Island. A specimen, 
as mentioned above, procured at Kollaehal in Travaucore, is refer- 
able to this species. , , 1 . i * 

Habits, &e. In tlie island of Bombay this bird breeds on the date- 
palms growing on the hills of the east and west shores, but the 
nest has not been described. Near Khandala Mr. E. Aitken found 
a nest at the end of May with three much-incubated eggs of an 
intense greenish-blue colour. 


114. Crateropus rufescens. The Ceylonese Babbler . 

Malacocercus rufescens, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 453 (1847) $ id. 

Cat . p. 141 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 497, pi. xxi, fig. 2. 

Layardia rufescens ( Blyth ), Blyth , Ibis, 1867, p. 300; Legge, S. F. 

iii, p. 368 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 386 ; id. Cat . no. 437 bis. 
Crateropus rufescens (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. fy JG. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 81. 


Coloration . Whole upper plumage, ear-coverts, tail, and exposed 
parts of wings rufous-brown ; lower plumage from the chin down- 
wards ferruginous, becoming browner on the flanks, vent, and 
under tail-coverts ; tail indistinctly cross-rayecL 

Iris white, yellowish white, or greenish white ; bill orange-yellow, 
deepest, on the basal half ; legs and feet dull chrome-yellow ; claws 
yellowish horn; orbital skin and eyelid pale greenish yellow 
( Legge ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution . The island of Ceylon, throughout the damper 


portions. 

Habits , $c. Appears to breed in May, and in one instance the 
nest was placed among some creepers growing up a tree. The 
eggs measure ‘94 by *74. 


115. Crateropus cinereifrons. The Ashy-headed Babbler . 

Garrulax cinereifrons, Blyth , J. A. S. B . xx, p. 176 (1851) ; id. Ibis , 
1867, p. 300; Holdsw. F.Z.S. 1872, p. 448; Lagge, Ibis, 1874, 
p. 20 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 499, pi. xxii, fig. 2 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 384 ; 
id. Cat. no. 409. bis ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 447. 

Crateropus cinereifrons (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. § JE. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 81. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and sides of the head cinereous, 
shading off on the nape into the bright reddish brown which is 
the colour of the whole upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of 
the wings, except the outer webs of the first few primaries, which 
are paler ; chin whitish ; remainder of lower plumage rufous- 
brown, darker on the sides of the body and on the under tail- 
coverts. 
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Iris white; eyelid plumbeous; bill black; inside of mouth 
greenish } r ellow ; legs and feet plumbeous brown; claws dusky 
horny (Legge). 

Length nearly 10; tail 4*3; wing 4*5; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1*2 . 

Distribution. Ceylon, where it occurs in the humid parts up to 
3500 feet of elevation. 

Habits , Sfo. This bird is a true Grateropus in the structure of the 
feathers of the head and in its general conformation. According 
to Legge it is found in gloom and shade in the dampest forests in 
troops of ten to twenty, and it is very noisy. 


Genus P0MAT0RHINUS, Horsf., 1821. 

The genus Pomatorhinus contains a large number of birds which 
form a very natural group. Seventeen species inhabit the Empire. 

In this genus the bill is quite as long as the head and frequently 
much longer; it is very slender, much curved downwards and 
compressed. The feathers of the forehead are short, rounded, and 
close, as in the last two genera, but feathers do not grow on the 
nasal membrane, which is perfectly bare. The tail is longer than 
the wing and considerably graduated, the outer feather being two 
thirds to three quarters the length of the tail. The feathers of 
the crown are lengthened, and when erected, at such times as the 
bird is excited, form a short crest. 

All the species lay white unspotted eggs and their nests are 
constructed on or very near the ground. They are noisy birds, 
but their notes are extremely pleasant. They are sociable and 
have much the same habits as the Laughing-Thrushes. 

Key to the Sjpecies. 

a. With a white superciliuin. 

a'. Bill short and deep, about length of head. 
a". Breast and upper abdomen white like 
throat. 

a'". Sides of neck chestnut, quite dif- 
ferent to upper plumage. 

Chestnut of neck produced down 
side of breast and abdomen as a 


hand. 

a 5 . This band streaked with white. P. schiaticeps, p. 116. 

b 5 . This hand not streaked P. nuchalis , p. 117. 

b\ Chestnut confined to side of neck. P. olivaceus , p. 118. 
b'". Sides of neck rufescent, matching 

upper plumage P. melanurus , p, 118. 

o'". Sides of neck black or brown. 

c l . Sides of neck and breast deep black. P. horsfieldii, p. 119. 
fr. Sides of neck and breast brown, 
nearly concolorous with upper 

plumage P. obscurus, p. 120. 

12 
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b". Throat white and breast ferruginous. 

d!". Crown of head black P.ferruginom p. 120. 

e'". Crown pf head of same colour as 
upper plumage. 

i crj-u mis . P. albigularis, p. 121. 

f\ Breast bright ferruginous P. pliayrii, p. 121. 

c". Throat white and breast striped with 

olive-brown P. ruficollis , p. 122. 

b\ Bill long, slender, much compressed, about 
half as long again as head. 
d". Throat and breast white. 

f Upper plumage bright ochraceous. . P. ochraceiceps , p. 123. 

g'". Upper ^iurnage olive-brown P. ansteni , p. 123. 

e " . Throat white, breast pale ochraceous. . P. stenorhynchis, p. 124. 
b. With no white supercilium. 

c'. Bill short, not longer than head. 

f. Sides of neck and body chestnut P. erytkrogenys , p. 124. 

g'\ Sides of neck and body olive-brown . . P. maccldlandi, p. 125. 
d t% . Bill long and coarse, longer than head ; 
sides of breast deep slaty grey. 

h". Sides of head not streaked with white. P. hypoleucits , p. 12G. 
i". Sides of head streaked with white .... P. tickelli, p. 127. 


The first ten species are characterized by a shorter bill (fig. 31 ). 



Pig. 31. — Head of P. schist wops. 


116 . Pomatorhinus schisticeps. The Slaty-headed 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus schisticeps, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 181 (1836 ) ; Bluth, 
Cat. p. 146; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 234; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 29 ; 
Hume, N. § B. p. 250; Wardlaio Ramsay , Ibis, 1878, p. 132, 
pi. iii ; Hume, Cat. no. 402; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 288; Hume, 
S. F. ix, p. 251 ; Oates, B. B. i. p. 72 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 411 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 148 ; Oates in Hume's JSf. §• B. 2nd ed. 

i,p. 81. 

Pomatorhinus leucogaster, Gould, P. Z. S. 1837, p. 137 ; Bluth. Cat. 
p. 146 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 30 ; Hume, Cat, no. 403. 

Pomatorhinus pinwilli, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 413 (1883). 

The Slaty-headed Scimitar Babbler, Gould's Scimitar Babbler , .Terd. ; 
Fabdoa, Beng. ; Fhoyeum-pho or Pharreeum-pho, Lepch. ; Bhiakuroh of 
the Parbuttiahs. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark slate-colour, the 
shafts darker ; upper plumage and wing-coverts rufescenfc olive- 
brown ; a very distinct supercilium, reaching from the nostrils to 
the nape, white ; lores and ear-coverts black ; chin, throat, cheeks, 
breast, and abdomen white ; a large patch on the side of the neck 
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produced down the sides of the breast and abdomen chestnut ; 
the portion below the neck streaked with white ; sides of the body, 
vent, and under tail-coverts dusky olive-brown. 

The colour of the crown varies much, being frequently the same 
colour as the back or very little darker. An indistinct rufous 
collar is sometimes present on the hind neck in birds from Assam 
and Tipperah. 

Bin homy yellow ; the base of the upper mandible dusky ; iris 
reddish cream-colour ; feet plumbeous, the soles yellowish ; claws 
livid homy (Scully). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 

1 - 2 . 

On examining the large series of this bird in the British Museum 
which has become available since Sharpe wrote his Catalogue of 
this family, it seems quite impossible to recognize P. pinwilli as a 
species or even as a race, all the characters pointed out as belonging 
to it being shared by others throughout the Himalayas to Assam. 
Simla birds are no doubt small, but the size increases gradually, 
ranging, as regards the length of wing, from 3*6 at Simla to 4-4 in 
Arrakan. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from Simla to Sadiya, 
and through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal, Tipperah, Cachar, 
and Manipur to Arrakan. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in Sikhim from April to June, constructing a 
cup-like nest of grass and leaves on or near the ground in brush- 
wood and thick grass. The eggs, usually four in number, measure 
1 by -73. 

117. Pomatorhilius nuchalis. The Tweeddale Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus schisticeps, Hodgs. apud Hume , S. F. iii, p. 121. 

Pomatorhinus leucogaster, Gould , apud Blyth Sf Wald . Birds Bum. 
p. 113 ; Ward! aw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 465 ; Hume ty Dav . S. F. 
vi, p. 282. 

Pomatorhinus nuchalis, Tweedd. A. M. JV. H. (4) xx, p. 535 (1877) ; 
Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi. p. 284; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 184; 
Hume, Cat . no. 403 ter ; id. S. F. ix, p. 251 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 71 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 413. 

Coloration. Besembles P. schisticeps. Differs in not having any 
white streaks on the sides of the breast and abdomen, and in having 
the culmen black only in the immediate vicinity of the nostrils and 
not, as in P. schisticeps , over the basal half. 

In this species the rufous collar on the hind neck is generally 
well indicated. 

Bill orange-yellow ; the base of the lower mandible and the gape 
dusky ; inside of mouth flesh-colour ; iris pale yellow ; eyelid and 
ocular region pale lavender ; legs dusky plumbeous ; claws horny 
brown. 

Length about 9 ; tail 3*9 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*2 ; hill from 
gape 1*2. 
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Distribution. I have examined specimens from Thayetmyo, the 
Karen hills east of Toungngoo, Kareunee, the pine-forests of the 
Salween river, Pahpoon, and the Yonzalin river. 

118. Pomatorhinus olivacens. The Tenasserim Scimitar Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus olivacens, Blyth, J. A. S.B. xvi, p. 451 (1847) ; Hume, 
S. F. v, p. 137 ; Davison , & F. v, p. 458 ; JIume $ Da v. S. F. vi, 
p. 283 ; Wardlaw J Ramsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 133 ; Ilume, Cat. no. 403 
bis; id. S. F. ix, p. 117 ; Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 180; Oates, B. B. 
i, p. 70 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. \ii, p. 414 ; Oates in Hume's N. <§• JE. 
2nd ed. i, p. 82. 

Coloration. Besembles P. schisticeps. Diffeis in wanting the 
chestnut band down the sides of the breast and abdomen, the 
chestnut being confined to the neck-patch, and in having the bill 
black only in the immediate vicinity of the nostrils. 

As in P. nuchalis the rufous collar on the hind neck is generally 
distinctly indicated. 

Iris bright yellow ; bill deep yellow, dusky green at base above ; 
legs and feet plumbeous ; claws horny ( Hume df Davison'). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*1; wing 3*6 ; tarsus 1*2; bill from gape 1- 2. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, from Moulmein down to its extreme 
southern point and thence extending into the Malay peninsula. 

Habits, Sfc . Both Davison and Bingham found the nest of this 
species in Tenasserim, the former in January, the latter in March. 
The nest found by Davison was globular with the entrance at the 
side, the one found by Bingham was cup-shaped ; both were on 
the ground in thick jungle. The eggs in both cases were three 
in number, and measured on the average 1 by *73. 

119. Pomatorhinus melanurus. The Ceylonese Scimitar Bubbler. 

Pomatorhinus melanurus, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 451 (1847) ; id. 
Cat. p. 146 *, Hume, S. F. i, p. 437 ; Legge, S. F. iv, p. 245 ; 
Whyte , S. F. v, p. 202 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 132 ; 
Hume , S. F. vii, p. 383 ; id. Cat. no. 404 his ; Legge, Birds Cegl. 
p. 501 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 414 ; Oates in Hume's N. & H. 
2nd ed. i, p. 83. 

Coloration. Forehead, lores, ear- coverts, and beneath the eve 
black ; a white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape bordered 
above by dark brown or black ; crown and nape rufescent brown ; 
upper plumage, sides of neck and body, vent, and under tail-coverts 
rufous-brown ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen pure w kite ; tail 
blackish, washed with ferruginous near the base. 

Iris brownish red, dull red, or reddish brown ; orbital skin and 
eyelid dull blue ; bill gamboge-yellow, more or less blackish from 
the forehead to a short distance in front of the nostril ; legs and 
feet plumbeous or greenish plumbeous, feet generally more bluish 
than tarsi; claws dusky, pale horn at base {Legge). 

Length about 8-5; tail 3*6; wing 3*5; tarsus 1-2; bill from 
gape 1*2. 
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The ear-coverts are occasionally streaked with white and the 
edges of the breast and sides of neck are also streaked with the 
same. The head and upper plumage vary a good deal in depth of 
colour, the crown being occasionally a very dark brown or blackish, 
but after examining a very large series I am of opinion that all the 
Ceylon birds are of one species. 

This bird has the same general character of plumage as the 
three preceding ones, but it differs in not having any chestnut on 
the side of the neck, the sides of the neck as well as the edges of 
the breast being of the same rufous-brown as the upper plumage. 

Distribution. Confined to Ceylon. 

Habits , Sfo. Breeds from December to February, constructing a 
nest made of leaves and grass on a bank in jungle. The eggs 
measure *97 by *7. 

120. Pomatorhinus horsfieldii. The Southern Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus horsfieldii, Sykes , P. Z. S. 1 832, p. 89 ; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 146 ; Horsf. §* M. Cat. i, p. 234 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 31 ; Hume , N. 
§• E. p. 250 ; Morgan , Ibis , 1875, p. 320 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 
1878, p. 136 ; Hume, Cat. no. 404 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 376 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 415 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . p. 178 j 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p, 84. 

Namala-pxtta or Dasari-pitta , Tel. 

Coloration. The upper plumage dark olive-brown with a tinge ot 
rufous, the head darker and frequently mottled with black ; a white 
supercilium from the nostril to the nape, edged with black above ; 
chin, throat, breast, and the centre of the abdomen white ; lores, 
under the eye, the ear-coverts, the sides of the neck, and a band 
bordering the breast and abdomen black ; sides of the body, vent, 
and under tail-coverts slaty brown ; tail and wings dark brown, 
washed on the outer webs with the colour of the back. 

Iris dark maroon-brown ; legs and feet greenish plumbeous ; bill 
yellow, dusky at base of the lower mandible ( Butler ) ; iris crimson 
(Davison). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution. Travancore, the Palni hills, the Nilgiris, Coorg, and 
the hill-ranges of the western coast as far as Mahableshwar, the 
most northern locality from which I have seen a specimen. This 
bird is found up to 8000 feet. It, however, occurs at lower levels, 
being found at Belgaum and even at Mai wan on the sea-coast. 

Blyth records this species from Cuttack and Ball from Orissa 
south of the Mahanadi, and Goomsur. Jerdon states that it is 
found in the Eastern Ghdts and in the heavy jungles of Central 
India. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from December to May; constructing a globular 
nest of grass and leaves on the ground among the roots of bushes 
or on the side of a bank, laying from three to five eggs which 
measure 1-0S by *77. 
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121. Pomatorhinus obscurus. Hume's Scimitar Babbler, 

Pomatorhinus obscurus, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 7 (1873) ; Butler , S. F . iii, 
p. 471 ; Wardlaw Hammy, Ibis , 1878, p. 137 ; Hume , Cat . no. 404 
ter ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 41G; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 178. 

Coloration, Besembles P, horsfieldii. Differs in being everywhere 
of a much paler colour, a sort of earthy brown, with the sides of 
the head slightly darker than the other parts, and in being without 
the black band which in the other species borders the white breast 
and abdomen. 

Legs and feet greenish plumbeous ; iris dark red ; bill dirty 
yellow, black at base above {Hume), 

Length about 10; tail 4*1; wing 4; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Prom the examination of a large series of specimens of both 
species in the British Museum it is quite certain that P. obscurus is 
not a larger bird than P. horsfieldii , as was asserted by Hume when 
he described the former species. The bill of P. obscui'iis is perhaps 
the larger of the two if an average is taken, but it is by no means 
a feature to be depended on. The chief point to rely on in dis- 
criminating this bird is the absence of the black border to the 
white of the lower parts. 

Distribution, I have examined specimens of this species from 
Khand^la, Matheran, Bombay, Khandesh, Abu, and Seoni. At 
Abu it is found only on tbe mount and not in the plains, and its 
true home appears to be the Vindhya and Satpura ranges as far 
east as Seoni. 

Habits , 6fc. Butler remarks that this species, unlike P. horsfieldii , 
is not gregarious, but occurs singly or in pairs. Tbe notes of the 
two species appear to be alike. 

122. Pomatorhinus ferruginosus. The Coral-billed 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus, Blyth,J. A. S, B, xiv, p. 507 (1845); id. 
Cat . p. 146 ; Horsf, 4* M. Cat. i, p. 236 ; Jerd. B. I, ii, p. 20 ; 
Hume, N. $ F. p. 249; Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 134, 
pi. iv, fig. 1 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 401 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 288 ; Shatpe, Cat. B, M. vii, p. 422 ; 
Hume , S. F. xi, p. 146 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 86. 

Pomatorhinus rubiginosus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 273 (1855). 

Piong-Kohut or Poniong-hut, Lepch.; Bhotetet, Bhut.; Pot-yongor, 
Daphla. 

Coloration. The feathers of the forehead rufous and lengthened ; 
crown, nape, lores, under the eye, the ear-coverts, and a patch 
behind them black ; a distinct supercilium to the nape, the chin 
and the cheeks, as far back as the ear-coverts, white; the upper 
plumage, the tail, and the visible portion of the closed wings olive- 
brown, tinged with rufous ; chin and throat white ; breast and 
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centre of upper abdomen bright ferruginous ; remainder of lower 
parts olive-brown. 

Bill coral-red; legs greenish brown; iris red-brown {Jerdon) ; 
iris pale greenish yellow {Godw,- Austen), 

Length about *9 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1 *3. 

Distribution, The Himalayas, from Nepal to Assam, where it 
was procured by Godwin-Austen in the Daphla and in the 
Eastern Naga hills. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim in May, constructing an egg- or 
cone-shaped nest of grass, leaves, and fibres on the ground or low 
down in a bamboo-clump. In a nest found by Gammie there were 
four eggs, which measured 1*08 by -8. 

123. Pomatorhinus albigularis. BlytTis Scimitar Babbler, 

Pomatorliinus albogularis, Blyth, J, A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 274 (1855) ; 
id. Birds Burm. p.118; Wardlaw Ramsay , Ibis, 1878, p. 185, 
pi. v, fig. 1 ; Hume fy Bav . S. F. vi, pp. 281, 514 ; Hume , Cat. no. 
401 quat. ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 74 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 423. 

Pomatorhinus marise, Wald . A, M. N. H. (4), xv, p. 403(1875); Wald, 
in BlytJis Birds Bui'm. p. 113 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 404 ; v, p. 136. 

Coloration, Upper plumage, the tail, and the exposed parts of 
the closed wings uniformly olive-brown tinged with rufous, the 
head slightly darker as a rule ; a distinct supercilinm from the 
nostrils to the nape, rufous near the bill and white elsewhere,* 
bordered above by a distinct black band extending to the forehead ; 
lores, under the eye, the ear-coverts, and a continuation of them 
down the sides of the neck black ; chin and throat white ; cheeks 
and lower plumage pale ferruginous, the sides of the body, vent, 
and under tail-coverts olive-brown. 

Legs and feet pale greenish brown, sometimes a dingv brownish 
green ; bill vermilion-red ; iris creamy white {Hume £f Davison), 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1-1. 

Distribution, The Toungngoo and Karen hills ; the neighbour- 
hood of Muleyit and Nwalabo mountains in Tenasserim, extending 
down to Tavoy. This bird is found at all elevations up to 6000 
feet. 


124. Pomatorhinus phayrii. Phayre’s Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus phayrii, Blyth, J. A . S.B. xvi, p.452 (1847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 146 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 103 ; Jerd. Ibis , 
1872, p. 301 ; Blyth , Birds Burm. p. 113 ; Wardlaxo Ramsay , Ibis , 
1878, p. 135, pi. iv, fig. 2; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 279 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 401 bis ; Oates, R. B. i, p. 73 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 422 ; Hume, S, F. xi, p. 147. 

Coloration, Resembles P, albigularis. Differs in having the 
upper plumage of a greenish tint with no trace of rufous, ir the 
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black border over the supercilium being very narrow and in some 
cases almost obsolete, and in the lower plumage being of a much 
deeper ferruginous. 

Bill coral-red ; iris lemon-yellow ; legs brown with a tinge of 
greenish ( Goekburn) ; iris yellowish white (Hume) ; iris pale yellow 
( Godw.- Austen) . 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution . Moflong, Assam; Shillong and Ckerra Poonjee ; 
Naga hills ; Manipur ; Arrakau. 

125. Pomatorhinus ruficollis. The Rufous-necked 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus ruficollis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 182 (1830) ; Blyih, 
Cat . p. 147 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 236; Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 29: 
Hume, N. fyE. p. 249 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 100 ; 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Wardlaw Ramsay , Ibis, 1 878, p. 138 ; 11mm, 
Cat. no. 400 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 287 ; Sharpe , Cat B. M. vii, 
p. 426 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 146 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 87. 

Pomatorhinus stridulus, Swinh. Ibis , 1861, p. 265. 

Moh-mera , Angami Naga ; Bhiakuroh of the Parbuttiahs. 

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of closed 
wings rufescent olive-brown ; a broad white supercilium from the 
nostrils to the nape; lores, under the eye, and the ear-coverts 
black ; sides of the neck bright ferruginous, this colour frequently 
passing round the hind neck and forming a collar ; chin, throat, 
and cheeks white ; lower throat, breast, and centre of abdomen 
white, streaked with olive-brown ; sides of the abdomen and breast, 
the vent, and the under tail-coverts plain olive-brown. 

In some birds the streaks on the breast are rufous, and this is 
especially the case in specimens from China ; also, but in a less 
degree, in specimens from the Himalayas. Young nestlings have 
the whole breast rusty. 

Bill horny yellow, paler at the tip, and the base of the maxilla 
and basal three fourths of culmen brownish black ; iris varies from 
pale red to crimson ; evelid plumbeous ; feet grey or greenish 
plumbeous ; claws brownish horny (Scully). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *9 to 1*2. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam (where 
Godwin-Austen obtained it in the Daphla and Ndga hills) ; Shillong ; 
Manipur. This species also occurs in China. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in April and May, constructing a domed nest 
of grass, fern, and bamboo-leaves on* the ground and laying five 
eggs, which measure *95 by *68. 

The next three species are very closely allied, but may be known 
by their longer, very slender, and more curved bill (fig. 32). 
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126. Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps. Lloyd's Scimitar Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xii, p. 487 (1873) ; 
Wald, in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 113 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 282 ; 
Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 465, pi. xiii, 1878, p. 136; Hume 
<§* Hav. S. F. vi, p. 281 ; Hume , Cat. no. 401 ter ; Oates, B. B. i. 
p. 73 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 417. 

Coloration . Tipper plumage bright ochraeeous, the inner webs of 
the quills pale brown ; tail paler ochraeeous, the terminal halves 
of the feathers suffused with brown ; feathers at the base of the 
upper mandible and the lores black ; a narrow supercilium extend- 
ing to the nape, white ; ear-coverts rich hair-brown ; chin, throat, 
breast, and centre of abdomen pure white ; sides of the abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts ochraeeous. 



Fig. 32. — Head of P. ochraceiceps. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale dingy green or greenish brown ; bill 
bright vermilion-red ; shelf of nostrils black ; the iris much varied, 
being pale greyish brown, very pale yellowish red, light indian- 
red, and pinkish yellow ( Hume £ Davison ) ; iris pale straw-yellow 
( Wardlaw Itamsay). 

Length nearly 10; tail 4*3 ; wing 3*6; tarsus 1-3; bill from 
gape 1-4. 

Distribution. The Karen hills and Karonnee ; Muleyit mountain 
in Tenasserim above 3000 feet. 

127. Pomatorhinus austeni. Austen's Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus austeni, Hume , S. F. x, p. 152 (1881) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 

M. vii, p. 418 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 148. 

Coloration. Besembles P. ochraceiceps. Differs in having the 
upper plumage olive-brown, with merely a tinge of ochraeeous on 
the head and neck only, and in having the sides of the body, vent, 
and under tail-coverts olivaceous. 

Legs and feet pale grey-brown, with a dull green shade, or 
greyish olive ; claws light brown or horny yellow, brownish 
towards tips ; soles yellowish ; bill coral-red to orange-vermilion ; 
iris pale buff, or very pale orange, or white with an orange tint 
( Hume ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*6 ; wing 35 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*5. . 

Distribution . The only specimens of this bird known are those 
procured by Hume in Eastern Manipur, where he states it was 
common in the higher forests. 
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128. Pomatorhinus stenorhynchus. The Narrow-billed 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus stenorhynchus, Godioin- Austen, J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, 
p. 43 (1877) ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 842 ; Wardlaxo Hammy , Ibis, 
1878, p. 135, pi. y, fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 401 quint. ; Godu\- 
Aust. J. A . & B . xlvii, pt. ii, p. 17 ; Sharpe, Cat . £. M . vii, 
p. 424. 

Coloration . Resembles P. ochraceiceps . Differs in being of a 
paler ochraceous above and in having the lower parts, except the 
chin and throat, suffused with ochraceous or rufous buff. 

Bill bright orange-red; legs and feet horny grey (Godw in- 
Austen). 

Length about 8; tail 4*1; wing 3*5; tarsus 1*2; bill at gape 
1*3 to 1*5 ; the female appears to be rather smaller than the male. 

Distribution . The type of this species was procured at Manbum 
Tila on the Tenga Pani river near Sadiya, in Assam, at 8000 feet. 
Hume obtained it from Tippook, and I have seen a specimen 
which is labelled “ Naga Hills.” 

The next four species have coarser bills, and two of them are 
sometimes placed in the genus Orthorhinus of Blyth. 

129. Pomatorhinus erythrogenys. The Rusty-cheeked 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus erythrogenys, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 173 ; Gould , 
Cent. pi. 55 ; Blyth, Cat . p. 140; Horsf. M. Cat . ii, p. 235: 
Jerd. jB.I. ii, p. 31 ; Stol. J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 37 ; Godio.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 2G9 ; Hume, N. $ F. p. 251 ; 
Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 237 ; Wardlaxo Ramsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 142 ; 
Anders . Yunnan Bxped., Aves, p. 034 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 285; Hume, Cat. no. 405; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 288; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 75 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 430 ; Oates in Hume's N 
B. 2nd ed. i, p. 87. 

Pomatorhinus ferrugilatus, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 180 (183G). 

Ban-buhra, at Mussoorie ; Yongohut-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . TJpper plumage, tail, and the exposed parts of closed 
wing olive-brown ; lores white streaked with grey ; some white 
feathers on the eyelids ; a moustachial stripe, red near the bill and 
then black ; forehead, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, thighs, and 
under tail-coverts chestnut ; sides of breast and body chestnut 
washed with olivaceous ; chin, throat, centre of breast, and abdo- 
men white, the chin and throat striped with very pale grey. 

Nestlings are rufous all over except on the throat. 

Legs and feet brownish fleshy; bill light horny; iris light 
greenish white, yellowish white, very pale yellow (Hume): iris 
pearly white (Davison). 

Length about 11 ; tail 4; wing 4; tarsus 1*5; bill from gape 
1*5. 

The above description applies to birds collected in the Himalayas 
■west of Nepal, whence the type of Vigors’s -P. erythrogenys came. 
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All birds from this region, without exception, have the chin 
and throat white, very sparingly streaked with pale grey. In the 
countries east of Nepal all birds have the chin, throat, and upper 
breast dark grey streaked with white. So constant are these 
characters that the tract from which a specimen came can be in- 
stantly known by a glance at the bird. 

When we come to Nepal we find a mixture of both races. 
Hodgson’s collection contains both, but he only figured the 
grey- throated one. Scully only obtained the grey-throated race 
in the Nepal valley, but the only two specimens of his that I 
have been able to examine are not nearly so dark as Sikhim 
examples, and the same may be said of Hodgson’s. Mandelli’s 
Dolaka (E. Nepal) specimens are identical with Sikhim ones, 
being quite as dark. It thus appears that in Nepal there is an 
intermediate race, and under these circumstances I have not thought 
it proper to keep the north-west race distinct from the Sikhim one, 
but it will probably have to be done hereafter when a complete 
Nepal series is available for examination. The existing Nepal 
series is a very bad one. 

The Tenasserim bird appears to be distinct, being a small bird 
with the wing 3’5 and tail 3*7 ; and the whole chin and throat are 
pure white without a trace of grey. I have, however, examined 
only one specimen, and these characters may not be constant *. 

The black cheek-stripe is present in all the races and is certainly 
not a character possessed only by the male. It is found in all 
well-prepared skins of both sexes. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Murree to Bhutan ; the Khasi 
hills ; Bhauio ; the pine-forests of the Salween valley ; Thatone, 
Tenasserim. This species appears to be found at all elevations 
from 2000 to 10,000 feet or even higher. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a domed 
nest of grass and leaves on the ground or in a thick bush close to the 
ground. The eggs, three or four in number, measure I'll by '8. 

130. Pomatorhirras macclellandi. McClelland's 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus macclellandi, Jerd. B, 1. ii, p. 32 (1863) (descr. nulla) ; 
Godw.-Aust. J A. S. jB. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 103 (1870) ; Jerd. Ibis , 
1872, p. 302 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. & B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 177 ; Wardlaw 
JEtamsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 143; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 412; id. Cat 
no. 404 quat. ; Sharpe, Cat B. M, vii, p. 431 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, 
p. 149. 

Pomatorhinus gravivox, David, Ann. Set Nat. xviii, art. v, p. 2 
(1873). 

Coloration . Upper plumage, tail, exposed parts of closed wings, 

* Count Salvador! has recently sent me another specimen, procured by 
Fea in Karennee. It agrees exactly with Hume’s Tenasserim bird both in 
dimensions and colour. The Count has named this race P. imberbis (Ann. 
Mus. Civ. St. Nat. Q-enova (2) vii, p. 410, 1889), but too late for the name 
to be more than noticed here, 
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and sides of the neck olive-brown ; point of the forehead rufoun ; 
lores whitish in front, blackish behind; cheek-stripe black; ear- 
coverts chestnut ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen white, the 
upper breast with a cross band of triangular black spots ; sides of 
body olive-brown ; thighs and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 

Legs and feet pale brown ; upper mandible dark, brown, lower 
pale horny drab ; orbital skin and bare space behind eye leaden 
dusky; iris reddish or salmon-white, yellowish white, or very pale 
yellow ( Hume ); iris lemon-yellow ( CocTcburn ). 

Length about 9; tail 3*6; wing 3*4; tarsus 1*3; bill from gape 
1*3. 

Distribution . The National Collection contains a large series 
collected by Hume in Manipur and another by Coekburn at Shil- 
long. The only other example is a bird which Sharpe assures 
us is Jer don’s type from Dibrugarh in Assam. This species has 
been obtained by Godwin- Austen in the Baraii range and in the 
Nriga hills. 

131. Pomatorhinus hypoleucus. The Arralcan 
Scimitar Babbler. 

Orthorhinus hypoleucus, Blyth, J. A. 8 . B. xiii, p. 371 (1844) ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 405 bis. 

Pomatorhinus hypoleucus (Blyth), Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 597 ; id. 
Cat. p. 146 j Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 236; Blyth , Birds Bunn. 
p. 113; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 411; Godw.-Aust J. A. 8. B. xlv , 

f t. ii, p. 75 ; id. Proc. A. 8. B. 1877, p. 147; Wardlaw Bams ay, Ibis , 
878, p. 140 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. yii, p. 428 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 75. 
Pomatorhinus albicollis, Horsf., Gray Mitch. Gen. Birds , i. p. 229, 
pi. 57 (1846). 

Pomatorhinus inglisi, Hume , 8. F. v, p. 31 (1877) ; 8harpe, Cat. B. 
M. vii, p. 429. 

Orthorhinus inglisi (Hume), Hume , Cat. no. 405 ter : id. 8. F. ix, 
p.263; xi,p. 152. 



Pig. 33. — Head of P. hypoleucus. 

Coloration. TJpper plumage olive-brown, deeply tinged with 
rufous on the tail and exposed parts of closed wings ; ear-eoverts 
and cheeks greyish brown ; lores grey ; a line commencing above 
the eye, passing over the ear-coverts and terminating in a broad 
patch behind them bright rusty ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen 
white; sides of breast deep slaty grey streaked with white; the 
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breast with a few small spots of slaty grey ; sides of body and 
the thighs rufous-ashy ; under tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Bill pale greenish or greyish horny ; legs and feet pale silvery 
leaden ; iris brown {Hume). 

Length about' 11; tail 4*5; wing 4*3; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1*8. 

The young bird wants the bright rusty colour on the side of the 
head. 

There has been a good deal of controversy regarding this bird. 
After studying the series in the British Museum, consisting of 
about a dozen skins, I have arrived at the conclusion that P. inglisi 
is the young bird, and P. hypoleums the adult. The series contains 
intermediate specimens showing a perfect gradation between the 
two supposed species. 

Distribution . Assam from the Daphla hills to Sadiya ; the Graro, 
Khasi, and Naga hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan. 

132. Pomatorhinus tickelli. TickelVs Scimitar Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus hypoleucus (Blyth), apud Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 273 
(1875). 

Pomatorhinus tickelli, Blyth, Tiehell, Ibis , 1883, p. 113(descr. nulla') ; 
Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1878, p. 142; Oates, B. B. i, p. 76; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 429. 

Orthorhinus tickelli, Hume, S. F. v, p. 32 (1877) ; Hume fy Dav . 
S. F. vi, p. 285 ; Hume, Cat. no. 405 quat. ; Bingham , S. F. ix, 
p. 181 ; Hume , S. F. ix, p. 253 ; xi, p. 153. 

Coloration . Upper plumage rich olive-brown, deeply tinged with 
rufous on the tail and exposed parts of closed wing ; "lores, cheeks, 
and ear-coverts rufescent ; a patch of deep rufous on the side of 
the neck behind the ear-coverts ; a line commencing just over the 
eye, passing over the ear-coverts and terminating in the neck- 
patch, rufous, the feathers with central white streaks, increasing in 
size posteriorly, and extending to the sides of the neck and shoulders ; 
chin, throat, breast, and centre of abdomen white suffused with 
a pink tinge ; sides of the breast deep slaty grey streaked with 
white ; thighs and sides of body rufous-ashy ; under tail-coverts 
ferruginous. 

The legs and feet vary a good deal, being pale bluish green, very 
pale brown, or pale whitish blue ; the upper mandible pale brown, 
the lower mandible pale whitish blue ; iris pale to dark brown and 
brownish red; naked patch behind eye flesh -colour, more or less 
strongly tinged blue {Hume fy Davison). 

Length nearly 12; tail 4*3; wing 4; tarsus 1*6; hill from 
gape 1*8. 

Distribution . Tenasserim from Thatone to Tavoy among the 
higher hill-ranges, extending eastward to the valley of the Thoung- 
yeen. 

Habits , Sfc. Mr. Davison remarks : — 44 This Babbler 1 always found 
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in thick forests, usually iu pairs, but occasionally in small parties. 
It keeps much more to the ground than any Pomatorhimis , hopping 
about in a very ungainly manner.” 

Genus XIPHORHAMPHTJS, Blyth, 1843. 

This genus merely differs from PomatorJiinus by its excessively 
long and still more slender bill. Only one species is known. 

133. Xiphorhamphus superciliaris. The Slander-billed 
Scimitar Babbler . 

Xiphirhynchus superciliaris, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi, p. 175 (1842). 
Xiphorhamphus superciliaris (Blyth), Blyth , J. A. S. B. xii, p. 047 $ 
id. Cat. p. 147 ; Horsf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 238 ; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 33 ; 
id. 111. Ind . Orn. pi. 49 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pi. ii, p. 198 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 406 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 433 ; Hume , S. F. 
xi, p. 153 ; Oates in Hume's N. ty E. 2nd ed. i, p. 80. 

Karriok-tamveep , Lepch. 



Coloration. Lores black ; chin and upper throat white streaked 
with ashy ; with these exceptions, the whole head is slaty grey 
with white tips to the feathers at the side of the crown, forming 
an interrupted white supercilium from the forehead to the nape. ; 
upper plumage bright rufous-brown ; tail dark brown or blackish, 
the outer webs on their basal halves washed with the colour of tho 
hack; wings dark brown, the outer webs olive-brown, and the 
tertiarie's rufous-brown; breast and abdomen ferruginous; sides 
of the body, vent, and under tail-coverts rufous-brown; thighs 
plumbeous. 

Bill dusky black, plumbeous at the tip ; legs leaden brown ; iris 
red-brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length nearly 9; tail 3-6; wing 3; tarsus 1-2; bill from gape 
to tip straight 2*3. 

b Distribution. This bird occurs in Sikhim. Hodgson figures the 
bird and nest, but his notes show that his specimens were procured 
in Sikhim and not in Nepal. The only other locality from which 
the species is known is the Manipur hills, where Godwin- Austen 
obtained it on the Konchungbum Peak. 

Habits, £fc. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing a 
globular nest of leaves and grass on the ground or in thick bushes or 
tufts of grass. The eggs are pure white, and measure 1-03 by -72. 




Fig. 2>§>—Timelia pileata. 


Subfamily TIMELIINiE. 

The second subfamily of the Craterojoodidce comprises a number 
of small birds which haye close affinities for each other. 

The Timeliince agree in being solitary in their habits, or rather 
they are less gregarious than the Crateropodince. Some of them are 
said to go about in small flocks, but this is by no means a general 
or usual character with them. They are aboye all things skulkers, 
frequenting the ground or underwood, and being seldom found 
many feet above the ground. They are not remarkably noisy, and 
they evade observation to the best of their power. 

All the Timeliince lay spotted eggs, so far as is known, except 
Stachyrhis, the birds of which genus have their eggs unspotted 
white. The removal of these into the Crateropodince hereafter may 

VOL. I. K 
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be possible when the colour o£ the eggs of all the other genera is 
known ; but at present the position of the genus is uncertain, and 
I have placed it in the present subfamily provisionally. 

In none of the Timeliince is the head crested ; the feathers of 
the crown are frequently lengthened and erectile, but in no case 
do they form a full crest. 

Tn the Timeliince the sexes are invariably alike. They possess 
to the fullest degree the characters of the typical Crateropodidce, 
namely the short, rounded wing and the strong feet. The young 
birds resemble the adults from the earliest age, more closely so, 
indeed, than any other group of birds I am acquainted with. 

In India this subfamily is represented by 25 genera, of which 
four are now proposed to be separated for the first time, and by 
53 species. 


Key to the Genera. 

a. Tail much longer than the wing. 

a \ Shafts of feathers of crown rigid and 
glistening. 

a". Bill as long as head, deep and black. Timelia, p. 131. 
b". Bill shorter than head, slender and 

pale coloured Dumetia, p. 133. 

b'. Shafts of feathers of crown soft and 
not separable from webs. 
c". Wing about three and a half times 

length of tarsus ; hill notched Gampsobhynchus, p. 134. 

d". Wing about two and a half times 

length of tarsus ; hill entire Pyctobhis, p. 137. 

b . Tail equal to, or shorter than, wing, but 

always much longer than half the wing. 
c\ Bill stout and straight ; base of culmen 
straight ; dosed bill deeper at middle 
than at nostrils. 

e ff . Nostrils long, protected by an over- 
hanging membrane. 
a . Rictal bristles weak or moderate. 
a 4 . Wing and tail about equal in 

length Pellobneum, p. 139. 

6 4 . Tail much shorter than wing. 
a 5 . Rictal bristles shorter ; upper 

plumage plain Dbymo c ataphus, p. 144. 

b 5 . Rictal bristles longer; upper 

plumage squamated Cobythocichla, p. 148. 

b nl . Rictal bristles long and strong. 
c\ Tail shorter than wing by not 

more than length of hind toe . Gypsophila, p. 149, 
d*. Tail shorter than wing by much 
. more than length of hind toe. 

c s . Wing more than three times 

length of tarsus Malacoptebtjm, p. 350. 
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dp. Wing less than three times 
. length of tarsus. 

a Q . Tail more than twice tarsus. Eeythbocichla, p. 152. 
b Q . Tail equal to twice tarsus . Teichostoma, p. 153. 
/". Nostrils small ovals, exposed, pierced 

in anterior comer of membrane . . Tttbdinus, p. 153. 
d\ Bill stout and curved j culmen regularly 
curved from its base; bill deepest 
at nostrils. 

g". Nostrils long, overhung by a large 
and prominent membrane. 

o'". Nostrils not overhung by hairs . . Thbingoehtna, p. 155. 
d nr . Nostrils overhung by hairs .... Alcippe, p. 156. 
h". Nostrils oval, exposed, pierced in 

anterior corner of membrane .... Rhopocichla, p. 159. 
e\ Bill slender and pointed 5 its length 
from forehead to tip longer than hind 
toe. 

i'\ Nostrils long and covered by a large 
membrane. 

e'". Culmen very gently curved 

throughout Stachyehis, p. 161. 

/'". Culmen quite straight throughout. Stachybidopsis, p. 164. 
g"'. Basal half of culmen straight, 

terminal half slightly curved . . Cyanodebma, p. 166. 
k". Nostrils oval, exposed, pierced in 

anterior comer of membrane .... Mix penis, p. 166. 

/'. Bill short and blunt ; its length from 
forehead to tip less than hind toe. 

1". Nostrils not overhung by hairs. 
h" f . Tail and wing about equal in 

length ; bill stout Schcenipabus, p. 168. 

i'". Tail considerably shorter than 

wing; bill slender Sittipabus, p. 171. 

m". Nostrils overhung by hairs. 
k’". Bill narrow ; rictal bristles short ; 
hind claw very large, as long as 

hind toe Pbopabus, p. 173. 

V". Bill broad; rictal bristles long; 
hind claw moderate, shorter than 

hind toe «... Liopabus, p. 174. 

c. Tail less than half the wing. 
g\ Bill as long as or longer than head, 

curved downwards Rimatob, p. 175, 

7d. Bill half length of head, straight Ttjbdinulus, p. 176. 


Genus TIMELIA, Horsf., 1821. 

The genus Timelia contains only one species, and is characterized 
by the peculiar rigid shafts of the feathers an the- forehead and 
crown, and by its deep black bill. The tail is longer than the 
wing and much graduated, the outer feather reaching to the middle 
of the tail. 
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134. Timelia pileata. The Red-capped Babbler. 

Timelia pileata. Horsf. Travis. IAnn. Soc. xiii, p. 151 

Cat p 149; Horsf. * M. Cat. i, V 227 -,Jerd. B.I.n, p 24; 
Hume, N. 9 E. p. 246 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 118 s Oates, & F. v, p. 152 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 634; Hume ^Dav.S. Jb. vi, 
p. 267 ; Oates , B. B. p. 44 Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vu, p. 507 ; Oates 
m Hume's H. E. 2nd ed. i, P« 90, .. 

Timelia bengalensis, Godwin- Austen, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 11 , p. 14d 
(1872) ; Oates, S. F. vii, p. 41 ; Cripps, & F. vii, p. 277 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 396 ; id. S. F. xi. p. 143. 

Timelia jerdoni, Wald. A. M. N. II. (4), x, p. Cl (1872) ; Bl. § 
Wald . Birds Burin, p. 114. 

The Bed-capped Wren-Babbler , J erd. 



Fig. 36. — Head of T. pileata. 


Coloration . Forehead and a streak on each side oyer and past 
the eye white ; lores black ; crown deep rufous ; ear-coverts white 
in front, ashy behind ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
olive-brown, tinged with fulvous, the mantle suffused with ashy 
and with blackish shafts ; tail dark brown, cross-rayed ; cheeks, 
chin, and throat white ; breast white, with distinct narrow black 
shaft-lines ; sides of neck deep grey, produced down the sides of 
the breast; remainder of lower parts ferruginous, tinged with 
olivaceous on the sides of the abdomen. 

Birds from the Himalayas, Assam, and Manipur have the lower 
parts more olivaceous and less ferruginous than those from other 
parts. 

Javan birds have a very narrow white forehead, but differ in no 
other respect from Indian and Burmese specimens. 

Bill black ; iris dark red ; eyelids dark bluish grey ; mouth 
black ; legs purpurescent-brown ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 7 ; tail 3-2 $ wing 2*5 ; tarsus 1 ; hill from gape “75. 

Distribution. The plains and lower hills along the border of 
Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, extending up the Assam valley to 
Sadiya. This bird is found over a considerable portion of Bengal. 
Thence it occurs in all the countries to the east and southwards 
throughout Burma as far as the central portion of Tenasserim. It 
is found in Siam and Cochin China, and although not known to 
occur in the Malay peninsula it reappears iu Java. 

Habits , Sfc. This Babbler inhabits by preference extensive grass 
plains, but it is also found, though in fewer numbers, in hush- 
jungle and in the vicinity of villages. It is an active, bright bird, 
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creeping about grass near the ground, and seldom showing itself 
but frequently uttering its pleasant notes. It breeds in May and 
J une, constructing a domed nest of grass either on the ground or 
in a fork of a bush near the ground. The eggs, three in number, 
are white, speckled with brown, and measure *71 by *58. 

Genus DUMETIA, Blyth, 1849. 

This genus, which contains two common Indian species, resembles 
Timelia very closely in structure, especially in the stiffiiess of the 
shafts of the feathers of the forehead and crown. The essential 
difference between the two genera is that in Dumetia the bill is 
much smaller, more slender, and of a pale colour, and in Timelia 
larger, deeper, and black. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Chin and throat rufous JD. hyperythra , p. 133. 

b. Chin and throat white D. albigularis , p. 134. 

135. Dumetia hyperythra. The Hufous-bellied Babbler . 

Timalia hyperythra, Franklin, P. Z. S. 1831,' p. 118. 

Dumetia l^perythra (Frankly, Blyth, Cat . p. 140 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, 
p. 26 ; Hume , N. 8f E. p. 246; Ball, S, F. vii, p. 213; Hume , Cat. 
no. 397 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 516 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 176 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. ty F. 2nd ea. i, p. 92. 

Coloration. Forehead and anterior half of the crown reddish 
brown, the feathers of the former part rigid, pointed, with large 
fulvous streaks, and with the shafts black when viewed in certain 
lights ; feathers round the eye white ; upper plumage, tail, and 
exposed parts of wing olive-brown, the tail cross-rayed ; cheeks 
and near the eye fulvous with paler shafts ; ear-coverts somewhat 
paler than the upper plumage and with pale shafts ; entire lower 
plumage bright fulvous. 

Legs and feet very pale fleshy ; bill livid pale horny ; iris light 
brown {Hume Coll.). 

Length about 5*5; tail 2*6; wing 2*2; tarsus *7; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . This bird has a large range. In the south it is 
found at Khandala on the west and throughout the Godavari valley 
on the east. Thence, going north, it is spread throughout the 
Central Provinces, Central India, Chutia Nagpur, the North-West 
Provinces, and part of Bengal up to the lower valleys of the 
Himalayas from Kumaon to Sikhim. Specimens have been col- 
lected at Pareshnath hill and in Midnapur and Birbhum, but not 
in Lower Bengal. Its western limits are not traceable with any 
accuracy, but it occurs at Mhow, and probably Delhi will prove 
another point on its western boundary. 

Habits , #c. This species occurs in small parties and has much the 
habits of Argya, frequenting bushes and feeding on the ground. 
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It breeds from June to August, constructing a ball-shaped nest of 
grass on or near the ground in bushes. The eggs, four in number, 
are white speckled with red and measure *67 by *53. 

136. D um etia albigularis. The Small White-throated Babbler. 

Malacocercus P albogularis, Blyth , J.A.S . B. xvi, p. 453 (1847). 
Dumetia albogularis ( Blyth ), Blyth , Cat. p. 140; Ilorsf. ty M. Cat . i, 
p. 403 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 26 ; Htmie, N. # B. p. 247 ; id Cat. no. 308 ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 505; Sharpe, Cat.B. M. vii, p. 514; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 177 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy B. 2nd ed. i, p. 0 1. 

The White-throated Wren-Babble*', Jerd. ; Pandi-jitta, Tel. ; Batitehia 
Ceyl. 


Fig. 37— Head of JO. albigularis . 

Coloration . Eesembles D. hyperythra. Differs in having a white 
chin and throat. 

This bird vanes a good deal throughout its extensive range. 
From Mount Abu and Deesa down to Mahableshwar the greater 
number of birds have nearly the whole crown deep rufous with 
pale shaft-streaks and the shafts themselves more or less black. 
In Mysore and the Wynaad the rufous is restricted to the fore- 
head, the feathers having intensely black shafts, and all the white 
feathers of the throat having conspicuously black shafts. Ceylonese 
birds resemble the Mysore and Wynaad ones, but the throat is 
without the black shafts so conspicuous in the latter. The iris also 
varies: Ceylon, greyish olive or white (Legr/e); Wynaad, white 
( Davison ) ; Deesa, dark brown (Butler). 

Bill, legs, and claws pinkish fleshy ; the upper mandible along 
the culmen as also the claws tinged with brown (Davison). 

Length nearly 6; tail 2*7; wing 2-2; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution. From Sambhar, Abu, and Deesa down the western 
portion of the peninsula to Ceylon. The most eastern locality 
where this species has been obtained appears to be Goona, whence 
Bang records it. It is found up to 3000 feet of elevation or even 
higher. 

Habits, Sfc. Similar to those of the preceding. This bird breeds 
from April to July, in the same manner as the last species. The 
eggs measure *7 2 by *51. 

Genus GAMPSORHTNCHTJS, Blyth, 1844. 

' The present genus contains two species peculiar to India. Very 
little is known about their habits and nothing whatever about their 
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nidification. The young birds deviate considerably from the adult 
in the colour of their plumage, more so than is usual in this sub- 
family. Pending a better acquaintance with them, their position 
at present appears to be in the Timetiince. 

They are birds of rufous or golden-brown plumage with white 
heads. . The bill is about half the length of the head and very 
shrike-like in shape. The rictal bristles are very long. The tail 
is much longer than the wing and much graduated, the outer feather 
extending over less than two thirds of the tail. They appear to 
be frequenters of thick jungle and to creep about in the manner 
of the Timeliince . 


Key to the Species *. 

a. Tail tipped with yellowish buff 3 upper plumage 

golden brown O. rufulus , p. 136. 

b. Tail tipped with white ; upper plumage rufous 

brown G, torquatus , p. 136. 

137. G-ampsorhynchus rufulus. The White-headed 
Shrike-Babbler . 

Gampsorhynchus rufulus, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xiii, p. 371 (1844) ; id . 
Cat . p. 160; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 171; Jerd . B. I, ii, p. 14; 
Blyth fy Wald. Birds Burm . p. 109 ; Wald. Ibis , 1875, p. 460 ; 
Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 73; Hume , Cat. no. 384; 
Oates , B. B. i,p, 40 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 386 ; Hume , S.F. 
xi, p. 136. 

The White-headed Shrike- Thrush, Jerd. ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch. 



Fig. 38. — Head of Gr. rufulus. 

Coloration. The whole head, neck, and breast white; the 
anterior rictal bristles black with white bases, the hindmost one 
entirely white ; upper plumage, tail, and exposed part of wings 
golden brown, except the lesser and median coverts and the edge of 
the wing which are white ; quills dark brown ; tail edged interiorly 
and tipped with yellowish buff; lower plumage pale fulvous. 

Bill dusky horny above, pale beneath ; legs reddish homy ; iris 
orange-yellow in some, straw-yellow in others ( Jerdon ). 

* Here should be noticed the Thamnocatap'hm picatus , Tick., of Jerdon (B. I. 
ii. p. 13), which turns out to be a well-known South- African Bush-Shrike (of. 
Sharpe, Oat. B. M. vii, p. 324, note). Tickell appears to have received the skin 
from some European correspondent, to have got it mixed up with his Indian 
collection and then to have described it as Himalayan. 
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Length about 10 ; tail 4*7 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 

ga C young bird has the forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, and 
sides of the head and neck bright chestnut ; the eye with a ring oE 
white feathers round it ; the fulvous of the lower parts extends 
up to the breast and frequently to the throat; the white on the 
wing is wanting and the tone of the whole plumage is more rufous. 

The young bird commences to assume the white head in January 
by the gradual acquisition of new feathers, and the white head of 
the adult does not appear to be entirely acquired till May, or whim 
the birds are about one year old. The white wing-patch comes on 
last of all, and there is no sign of it till the head is nearly wholly 
white. 

There is a young bird in the British Museum, which was just 
able to fly and was killed in Sikhim in July. 

Distribution. The lower ranges and valleys of Sikhim ; Sodiya 
andTippook in Assam ; the Daphla hills ; the Garo hills ; Arrakan. 

138. Gumps orhynchus torquatus. The Riny-necked Shrike-Bubbler. 



Oates j B. B. i, p. 41 


Coloration. Adult. The whole head and neck, chin, throat, and 
upper breast white ; lesser and median coverts and edge of wing 
also white ; upper plumage rufous-brown, the outer webs of the 
earlier primaries and the tips of the others hoary grey ; tail brown, 
'washed with rufous on the outer webs, tipped with white, and the 
inner wehs partially bordered with white ; lower plumage pale 
fulvous, the sides of the neck with some rufous and blackish 
marks. 

Bill greyish horny or fleshy white, with, in some cases, a dusky 
line on the culmen; legs and feet greyish white, or slaty white, or 
fleshy white with a blue tinge ; iris pale to bright golden {Hume 
Sf Davison). 

Length about 10; tail 4*8; wing 4; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape 1. 

The youngest bird that I have been able to examine resembles 
the adult in having a white head, but there are some rufous-brown 
feathers on the nape and hind crown ; there is also a very complete 
black collar across the chest, dividing the white of the throat from 
the fulvous of the breast, and the white wing-spot is entirely 
absent. 

This collar gradually disappears, but traces of it are found on 
the sides of the neck for a long time. 

The nestling bird probably has the crown of the head of the 
same colour as the upper plumage. 

Distribution. From the Toungngoo hills and Karennee to the 
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central portion of Tenasserim. This species has been found also 
at Perak, but the bird from this place has been separated by 
Sharpe, unnecessarily in my opinion. 

Habits , Sfc. There is nothing known about this or the preceding 
species, except that they have both been procured in bamboo and 
bush jungle and in evergreen forest. 


Genus PYCTORHIS, Hodgs., 1844. 

This genus is almost peculiar to India, one species only ranging 
into Siam. It is characterized by a very short deep bill without a 
notch ; oval and exposed nostrils ; and a long tail much graduated, 
the outer feather reaching to about the middle of the tail. All the 
species are birds of very neat plumage, and they have pretty notes, 
which at the breeding-season almost constitute a song. 

Key to the Species, 

a . Bill black ; forehead plain rufous. 

a'. Nostrils yellow P. sinensis, p. 137. 

b r . Nostrils black . , P. nasalis, p. 138. 

b. Bill yellowish brown ; forehead black with ashy 

margins P. altirostris, p. 139, 

139. Pyctorhis sinensis. The Yellow-eyed Babbler . 

Parus sinensis, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 1012 (1788). 

Timalia hypoleuca, Franklin, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 118. 

Timalia bicolor, Lafr. Mag . de Zool. 1835, text to pi. 39. 

Timalia horsfieldii, Jard. $• Selby , III. Orn. pi. 119. 

Chrysomma sinense (Gm.), JBlyth, Cat. p. 150 j Horsf. $ M, Cat . i. 
p. 230. 

Pyctorhis sinensis ( Gm .). Jerd. B. I. ii,p. 15 ; Hume, N. Sf B. p. 237 ,* 
Anders. Yunnan Focped., Aves , p. 637 ; Hume, Cat. no. 385 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 46 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 510 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 174 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 136 ; Oates in Hume's N. ty JE. 2nd ed. 
p. 95. 

Gal-chasm or Bulal-chasm, H. in the South ; Bara-podna, H. in the 
N. W. P. ; YeiTa Kali-jitta, Tel. ; MuUala, Sind. 



Pig. 39. — Head ofP. sinensis. 

Coloration, The whole upper plumage, ear-coverts, and sides of 
the neck rufescent brown, changing to cinnamon on the tertiaries 
and the outer webs of the oihey quills ; lores, a short 'eyebrow 
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the feathers on the eyelids, chin, throat, cheeks, and breast pure 
white ; abdomen, vent, flanks, and under tail-coverts pale i ulvous ; 
tail very faintly cross-rayed. 

Iris pale orange-yellow ; eyelids deep orange ; bill black, yellow- 
ish at the nostrils ; legs pale orange-yellow ; claws pinkish ; mouth 
yellow in winter, black in summer. 

Length about 7; tail 3*4 ; wing 2-5; tarsus l; bill from 
gape -6. 

Distribution . Every portion of the Empire, in the plains and 
lower hills, except Ceylon and Tenasserim south of Moulmein, 
but extending into Siam. This bird appears to be found in the hills 
up to an elevation of 5000 feet. 

Habits , SfG. Frequents every description of jungle except thick 
forest, but is more abundant perhaps in heavy grass than elsewhere. 
This bird is generally seen singly or in pairs, creeping about the 
vegetation near the ground and occasionally mounting to the top of a 
stem of grass or a branch to look round and utter its note. It breeds 
from May to September, constructing a deep cup-shaped nest of 
blades of grass and fibrous bark, which is attached to a few stems 
of grass or placed in a branch of a low tree. The eggs, three or 
four in number, are pinkish white blotched with red, and measure 
•73 by *59. 

140. Pyctorhis nasalis. The Ceylon Yelloiu-eyed Babbler . 

Pyctorhis nasalis, Legge,A. M. N. H. (5) iii, p. 109 (1879); id. 

Birds Ceyl. p. 512, pi. xxiv ; Hume , S. F. viii, p. 73 ; id. Cat. no. 

385 bis ; Sharpe , Cat. B . M. vii, p. 512 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ H. 

2nd ed. i } p. 98. 

Coloration. Besembles P. sinensis . Differs in having the nostrils . 
black like the bill (instead of yellow) ; in having more white on 
the side of the head ; and in having the tertiaries and the outer 
webs of the other quills rufous like the back and not cinnamon- 
coloured. 

Iris golden yellow ; eyelid chrome-yellow ; loral skin, which is 
perceptible through the feathers, greenish yellow ; bill and nostril 
black ; legs and feet dull yellow ,* extremities of toes dusky ; claws 
dusky horn-colour ( Legge ). 

Of the same size as P. sinensis . 

This species is not a very marked one ; but the points of differ- 
ence indicated above seem always to hold good in specimens from 
Ceylon. In dry skins, however, the yellow colour of the nostrils is 
not always apparent, and the identification of the species then rests 
almost entirely on the colour of the exposed parts of the closed 
wings. 

Distribution . Ceylon. 

Habits , #V5. Apparently the same as those of the preceding species. 
Breeds from February to May. The eggs measure *7 8 by '58. 



PEL10BOTTJM. 


139 


141. Pyctorhis altirostris. Jer don’s Babbler . 

Chrysomma altirostre, Jerd. Ibis, 1862, p. 22; Qodw.-Aust. A.M. 
N. H. (4) xvii, p. 34 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 604. 

Pyctorhis altirostris (Jerd.), Blyth ty Wald. Birds Burm. p. 117 ; 
Godw.-Anst. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii. pp. 74, 197, pi. ix ; Blanf. 8. F. 
v, p. 245 ; Oates, 8 . F. v, p. 249 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, 
pt. ii, p. 23 ; Hume, Cat. no. 386 bis; Oates, 8. F. x,j>. 206; id. 
B. B. i, p. 47 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 612 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 138. 

Pyctorhis griseigularis, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 116; id. Cat no. 38o ter; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 174. 

Coloration. Forehead and a broad stripe to the eye hoary grey 
with blapk centres ; lores grey ; sides of head and neck greyish 
brown tinged with rufous, more hoary round the eye; whole 
upper plumage deep reddish brown, brighter on the tail and ex- 
posed parts of wings ; chin, throat, cheeks, and upper breast grey; 
remainder of lower surface bright buff. 

Upper mandible pale horn-colour, lower pinkish flesh-colour ; 
iris hazel-brown; eyelid and orbital skin greenish yellow ; legs 
and feet pinkish brown ; claws pinkish horn-colour. 

Length about 6-5; tail 3*3; wing 2*4; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution. Mangr4ni between Sukkur and Shikarpur in Sind ; 
Bhutan and Buxa doars; the Bishnath plain and Sibsagar in 
Assam ; Thayetmyo ; the plains of Pegu between the Pegu hills 
and the Sittoung from Kyeikpadein to Toungngoo. 

Halils , Sfc. This bird is confined to vast plains of elephant-grass. 
It is a very difficult bird to observe ; it creeps quietly through the 
clumps of grass and is seen for an instant only as it flies from 
one clump to another. It has a peculiar note, very different to 
that of P. sinensis. 


Genus PELLORNEUM, Swains., 1831. 

The genus PeTlorneum contains seven species which are almost 
exclusively Indian and greatly developed in the Eastern portion of 
the Empire. 

In Fellomeum the tail and wing are about equal in length ; the 
bill is about three fourths the length of the head, straight and 
notched at the tip ; the nostrils are not overhung by hairs and the 
rictal bristles are extremely short. The breast is streaked ; in five 
species very distinctly so, in the other two obsoletely. 

The habits of all the species, so far as is known, are similar and 
may be dealt with here to avoid repetition. These Babblers are 
found solitary or in pairs in thick brushwood and neglected gardens, 
or places in fact which are not open and exposed. They are almost 
always seen on the ground and they utter a series of very pretty 
notes as well as harsh ones. Their nests are domed and built on 
the ground with one doubtful exception. 
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Key to the Species. 


a. Mantle streaked. 

a\ Forehead and eyebrow with black 

shaft- streaks 

b\ Forehead and eyebrow with only a few 
black specks at the ends of the feathers. 

b. Mantle not streaked. 

c. Breast boldly streaked with brown. 

a". Crown rufous 

b". Crown chestnut 

c”. Crown brown 

d'. Breast with only a few obsolete stripes 
at the sides. 

d”. Throat and breast brown 

e". Throat and breast white 


P. mandetth , p. 140. 
P. minus , p. 141. 


P. mificeps , p. 141. 

P. siibochrciceum, p. 142. 
P. palustre, p. 143. 


P. fuscicapillum, p. 143. 
P. ignotuniy p. 144. 


142. Pellomexon mandellii. Mandelli’s Spotted Babbler. 

Hemipteron nipalense, Hodys. in Gray's Zool. Mise . p. 83 (1844, 
desc. null.); Hume , S. F. i, p. 493. 

Pellorneum mandellii, Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 105, pi. vii 

E ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 298 note; id. S. F. xi, p. 144; Oates in 
7 s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 99. 

Pellorneum nipalense (HodgsX Hume , N. $ E. p. 248 ; Blanf. S. F. 
viii, p. 181 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 188 ; id. Cat no. 399 bis ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 518. 

Pellorneum pectoralis, Godwin- Amt. J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 41 
(1877) ; Hume , S. F. v, p. 340 ; id. Cat. no. 399 sept. 



Fig. 40. — Head of P. mandellii. 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape rufous-brown ; the 
feathers of the forehead with black shaft-streaks ; a line from the 
forehead over the eye white, with the tips of the feathers black ; 
this line produced to the nape and uniform creamy-white behind ; 
ear-coverts rufous, margined below by a narrow dusky line ; chin, 
throat, and cheeks white ; the feathers of the hind neck and sides 
of the neck with the outer webs blackish, the inner creamy yellow; 
back, wing- and tail-coverts and tertiaries olive-brown with paler 
margins ; rump and tail plain olive-brown, the latter very deli- 
cately tipped with whitish ; wing-feathers dark brown, the outer 
webs the^ colour of the back, and those of the earlier primaries 
tinged with grey ; lower plumage fulvous, the breast, sides of body, 
and under tail-coverts with large black streaks ; centre of abdomen 
streakless ; sides of body and flanks olivaceous. 
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Legs and feet fleshy cream y-wh ite ; upper mandible brown; 
lower mandible greenish-horny, yellow at base; iris dull hazel 
(Hume). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2-0 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . The lower hills of Nepal and Sikhim ; the Bhutan 
and Buxa doars ; Dibrugarh district, Assam ; Khdsi, Garo, and 
N. Cachar hills ; Manipur. In the British Museum there is a 
specimen labelled ‘ Grurvvhal,’ but this locality I think requires 
confirmation. 

Habits , SfC. Breeds from April to duly, constructing a loose domed 
nest of moss, leaves, and fibres on the ground. The eggs, three in 
number, are white speckled with chocolate or purplish brown and 
measure *87 by ’67. 

143. Pellorneum minus. Shares Spotted Babbler . 

Pellorneum minor, Hume , S. F. i, p. 298 (1873) ; iii, p. 120. 

Pellorneum intermedium, Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 519, pi. xiii, 
fig. 1 (1883) ; Oates, JB. JB. i, p. 67 ; Salvadori , Ann. Mus . Civ. 
Gen. (2) iv, p. 597. 

Coloration. Resembles P. mandellii. Differs in having a more 
slender bill ; the black streaks on the forehead more sparse ; the 
eyebrow more distinct, with only one or two black specks on it just 
in front of the eye ; the outer webs of the feathers of the hind 
neck rufous-brown, not blackish ; the streaks on the breast nar- 
rower and paler. 

Legs fleshy yellow; bill dusky, yellowish at the base below 
(Hume). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

Hume first named this species from a specimen sent to him by 
Eeilden from Thayetmyo. His type is in the British Museum, 
and he correctly described it as being like P. mandellii in having 
the sides of the head behind the ear-coverts and nape olive-brown, 
margined more or less broadly on one web with rufescent or buffy- 
white. He, however, afterwards allowed himself to be persuaded 
that his bird was nothing but P. subochraoeum , a totally different 
type of Pellorneum with no white-edged feathers behind the nape. 
Sharpe, in the absence of Hume’s type, very rightly gave a name 
to the Cachar bird, which is identical with the Thayetmyo one. 
Hume’s name, however, has priority by ten years, and I am 
glad to be able to reinstate it. 

Distribution. Cachar ; Tipperah ; Bhamo ; Thayetmyo. Pro- 
bably widely distributed. 

144. Pellorneum ruficeps. The Spotted Babbler. 

Pellorneum ruficeps, Swains. Faun. Bor*- Am., Birds , p. 487 (1831) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 145; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 224; Jerd. JB. X. ii, 
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p. 27; Hume, N. $ JB. p. 248; Ball, 8. F. ii, p. 409; Hume, Ccu. 
no. 399 j Davison, 8 . F. x, p. 370 ; Sharpe , Cat . B . M". vii, p. 520; 
Barnes, Birds Bom . p. 177 j O^ztes in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 100. 

The Spotted Wren-Babbler , Jerd. ; Adavi-liku-jittu, Tel. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dull rufous ; whole 
upper plumage and exposed parts of wings, sides of neck and the 
tail olive-brown, the latter very narrowly tipped white ; lores 
and an indistinct supercilium dull creamy white ; sides of the head 
paler rufous than the crown, mottled with black round the eye, 
and the ear-coverts streaked with brown ; chin, throat, and cheeks 
white ; lower plumage white or pale fulvous white, boldly streaked 
with black on the breast and sides of the abdomen and suffused 
with olivaceous on the flanks and thighs ; under tail-coverts brown 
edged with white. 

Specimens from Coorg, the Wynaad, and Travancore are more 
richly coloured and have more black on the sides of the head than 
birds from elsewhere. 

Iris in the adult crimson-lake, in the immature bird cinnamon- 
brown ; legs, feet, claws, and lower mandible fleshy white ; upper 
mandible dark brown {Davison). 

Length nearly 7*5 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The peninsula of India as far north as Nandurbar 
in Khandesh on the west and extending to Pareshnath and the 
Rajmehal hills on the east. 

Habits , Sfc. Miss Cockburn, the only person who has found the 
nest of this bird, states that at Kotagiri it nests in March and April. 
The nest is a meagre structure of dry leaves and grass with a 
canopy over the eggs, aiid placed on the ground under a bush. 

The eggs are greenish white, speckled with lilac and purplish 
grey ; one'egg measured *88 by -65. 

145. PeUomeum subochracenm. The Burmese Spotted Babbler. 

Pellomeum subochraceum, Swinhoe , A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p, 257 
(1871); Tweedd. Ibis , 1877, pp. 385, 452, pi. x; Hume <§* Dav. 
S. F. vi, pp. 278, 514 ; Hume, Cat. no. 399 sex ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 66 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 521 ; Sahadori, Ann . Mus. Civ. 
Oen. (2) v, p. 605 ; Oates in Hume 1 s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 100. 

Pellomeum minor, Hume, apud Oates , S. F. iv, p. 406; v, p. 154. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape light chestnut, the 
feathers of the forehead with black shafts and tips ; lores fulvous 
white with black shafts; a broad superciliary streak to the nape 
creamy white or pale buff ; the feathers immediately over the eye 
tipped brownish ; ear-coverts and under the eye fulvous surrounded 
by dusky ; upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of wings olive- 
brown, the outer webs of the primaries tinged with ochraeeous, 
the tail narrowly tipped with white ; chin and throat white ; lower. 
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plumage light fulvous, the breast and sides of the body streaked 
with dark brown; centre of the abdomen whitish; under tail- 
coverts fulvous with large central brown marks. 

Iris red ; upper mandible dark brown, lower yellow at base, 
changing to light brown at tip ; mouth flesh-colour ; eyelids green- 
ish ; legs light brownish yellow ; claws flesh-colour. 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . Pegu and Tenasserim, alike in the plains and in 
the lower hills* This bird extends down the Malay peninsula. 
At Thayetmyo and in the extreme northern portion of Pegu it 
appears to be replaced by P. minus. ‘ 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a small 
domed nest of leaves and grass on the ground, generally under 
shelter of a bush, and laying three eggs which are whitish, very 
thickly speckled with reddish brown and purple ; they measure *82 
by *62. 

146. Fellorneum palustre. The Marsh Spotted Babbler. 

Pellorneum palustre, Jerd., Gould, Birds Asia , iii, pi. 65 (1872); 
Hume , 8. F. i, p. 4 (1873) ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. li, 
p. 142 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 300 ; Blanf. Ibis , 1873, p. 215 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 399 quat. ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 522 ; Hume i, S. F. 
xi, p. 146. 

Coloration . Upper plumage olive-brown, the forehead tinged 
with bright rufous produced back over the lores; tail and the 
outer webs of the wing-feathers rufous ; lores white ; cheeks white 
barred with brown ; ear-coverts rufous, with paler shafts and 
mottled with brown; chin, throat, and a broad line down the 
centre of the breast and abdomen white;' the remaining lower 
plumage rich ochraceous buff ; the whole breast and the sides of 
the body with long, broad, distinct dark brown streaks; under 
tail-coverts rich ochraceous. 

The colour of the bill, iris, &c. does not appear to have been 
recorded. In the dry skin the upper mandible is dark brown, the 
lower pale brown ; the legs yellowish brown. 

Length about 6; tail 2*6; wing 2*6; tarsus IT; bill from 

^ ^Distribution. Kh4si hills; North Sylhet; Sadiya. Apparently 
found near swamps. 

147. Pellorneum fuscicapillum. The Brown-capped Babbler . 

Drymocataphus fuscocapillus, Blyth, J. A . 8. B. xviii, p. 815 (1849) ; 
id. Cat . p. 340. 

Pellorneum fuscicapillum (Blyth), Blyth , Ibis, 1867, p. 301 ; Hume, 
8. P.i, p. 299 note ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 5l0, pi. 23, fig. 1 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 399 quint. ; Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 102. 

Scotocichla fuscicapilla (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. o23. 

Batitchia, Ceyl. 
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Coloration. Porehead, crown, and nape dark chocolate-brown, 
the shafts fulvous ; upper plumage dark olive-brown, the tail tipped 
narrowly with oehraceous, the feathers of the wing-coverts and 
back with pale shafts, and the edges of the primaries tinged with 
rufous ; lores, sides of the head and neck, and the whole lower 
plumage sienna-brown, the sides of the neck and breast with 
obscure dark striations on some of the feathers, the striations occa- 
sionally almost entirely absent. 

Some birds have the crown and upper plumage paler, and these 
seem to be found in the northern part of Ceylon only ; others 
having these parts darker are found in the south-western and 
central portions of the island only. 

The iris varies from light reddish to dark red ; eyelid olivaceous ; 
upper mandible deep brown with a pale margin, lower flesh-colour ; 
legs and feet brownish fleshy ; claws pale brownish (Ler/ye). 

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . Ceylon, up to 0000 feet or more of elevation. 

Habits , c$*c. A nest found in Ceylon, said to have belonged to this 
bird, was cup-shaped, loosely constructed o£ moss and leaves, and 
placed in a bramble about three feet from the ground. 

148. Pellomeum ignotum. The Assam Babbler . 

Pellomeum ignotum, Hume , S. F. v, p. 334 (1877) : id. Cat no. 3iK) 
ter A \ id. 8. F. xi, p. 146. 

Turdinus nagaensis, Godwin- Austen, A. M. N. II. (4) xx, p. 519 
(1877) ; Ilume , 8, F. vii, p. 143 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii. 
pt. ii, p. 16. 

Drymocataphus ignotus {Hume), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. &&(>. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of 
wings rufescent olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers nowhere 
markedly paler, and the forehead not differing from the crown in 
colour ; wings and tail rather more rufescent than the back ; lores 
and over the eyes greyish brown ; ear-coverts brown with paler 
shafts ; sides of neck like the back ; chin, throat, centre of breast 
and abdomen dull white, very slightly mottled with rufescent 
brown ; remainder of lower plumage rusty brown. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet light sienna-grey (Godw.-Aust). 

Length 5*7 ; tail 2*2; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *65. 

. Bistribution. The Eastern Ndga hills ; Lhollah, in the l)ibrugarh 
district of Assam, 


Genus DRYMOCATAPHUS, Blyth, 1849, 

This genus contains four Indian species which are allied in 
habits to Pellomeum , but differ from it in having a conspicuously 
shorter tail and longer bill. Two of the species are very closely 
allied to each other, and are not easily identified without actual 
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comparing specimens of each ; they have consequently been a fertile 
source of confusion in the past. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Crown black _D. nigncapitatus , p. 145. 

b. Crown not black. 

a\ Lower plumage bright ferruginous .... D. rubiginosus , p. 145. 

b\ Lower plumage fulvous. 

a''. Upper plumage fulveseent olive -brown. D. tickelli, p. 146. 

b". Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown. D. asset mensis, p. 147. 

149. Drymocataphus nigricapitatus. The Black-capped Babbler. 

Brachypteryx nigrocapitata, Egton , P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103 ; Blytli , 

Drymocataphus nigrocapitatus ( Byton ), Horsf. M. Cat . i, p. 396 ; 

Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 308 ; J Hume fy Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 275 ; 

Hume , Cat . no. 396 sex; Oates, B. B. i, p. 63; Sharpe , Cat. 

B. M . vii, p. 554 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 102. 

Coloration. The lores, a broad supercilium reaching to the nape, 
and the cheeks grey, each feather with a white shaft-stripe ; ear- 
coverts ashy rufous with whitish shafts ; a very narrow moustachial 
stripe black ; chin and throat white ; sides of neck and the whole 
lower plumage ferruginous, brightest on the breast and tinged with 
brown on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts ; 
forehead, crown, and nape black ; the whole upper plumage, tail, 
and exposed parts of wings deep ferruginous brown. 

Legs and feet fleshy white, slightly tinged with brown or reddish 
horny ; upper mandible black, lower fleshy white ; iris rhubarb- 
red {Hume Coll.). 

Length about 7; tail 2*4; wing 2 '7; tarsus 1*15; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending to 
Sumatra. 

Habits , 6fc. Eeeds entirely on the ground, singly or in pairs. A 
shy bird, frequenting the densest portions of the forests. Davison 
describes the nest as being built on the ground of coarse fern-roots 
on a foundation of twigs and leaves. The only nest he found 
was at the base of a small clump of ferns, and contained two eggs. 
They are described as creamy white, very thickly speckled with 
inky purple and purplish brown. They measured *82 by *62. 


150. Drymocataphus rubiginosus. The Rufous Babbler. 

Trichostoiua rubiginosa, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 402 (1875) ; 
id. in Blyth, Birds Bunn. p. 115 ; Hume, 8 . F. iii, p. 404 ; id. Cat. 
no. 387 ter. 

Drymocataphus rubiginosus ( Wald.), Oates, B. B. i. p. 65 ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. vii, p. 560. 

VOL. I. 


U 
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Coloration . The whole upper plumage olive-brown tinged with 
rufous ; the outer webs of the wing-quills more rufous ; chin and 
throat white; remaining lower plumage bright ferruginous, the 
centre of the abdomen albescent. 

Iris light brown ; bill blackish brown above, pale below, yellowish 
at gape; legs dull pinkish white ( Warcllaw Ramsay). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape *95. 

Distribution . The only two specimens of this species known were 
procured by Wardlaw Earn say in Karennee, and are now in the 
British Museum. They appear to be not quite adult. 

151. Drymocataphus tickelli. TiclcelVs Babbler . 

Pellorneum tickelli, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 4-14 (1859) ; Hump, 
8. F. i, p. 299, iii, p. 119 ; Oates, 8. F. iv, p. 406 ; Tweed!. Ibis, 
1877, pp. 386, 451; Hume , Ibis, 1878, p. 114; Hume ty Dao. 
8. F. vi, pp. 277, 514 ; Hume , Cat. no. 399 ter ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 144. 

Mixornis olivaceus, Tick. J. A . S. B. xxviii, p. 449 (1859). 

Trichastoma minor, Hume , 8. F. ii, p. 535 ; Hume Dav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 259; Hume , Cat. no. 387 bis; Bingham , 8. F. ix, p. 179. 

Turdinus garoensis, Godwin- Austen , J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 1(50, 
pi. viii (1874) ; IIu?ne, S. F. iii, p. 393 ; id. Cat. no. 390 sept ; id. 
8. F. xi, p. 140. 

Drymocataphus fulvus, Wald. A. M. K II. (4) xv, p. 401 (1875) : 
Hume, 8. F. iii, n. 403, v, p. 59. 

Drymocataphus tickelli (Blyth), Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 452, pi. xi, 
tig. 1 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. G4 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 557 ; Oates 
in Humes N. fy B. 2nd ed. i, p. 103. 



Fig. 41. — Head of 2>. tickelli. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage fulvescent olive-brown ; the 
forehead more distinctly fulvous, the feathers of the crown pale- 
shafted ; tail slightly rufescent ; lores, a very indistinct eyebrow, 
and the feathers round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts fulvous 
brown with pale shafts ; sides of neck similar to the back but 
slightly paler ; cheeks and entire lower plumage uniform fulvous, 
with the very faintest indications of stripes on the throat and 
breast ; centre of abdomen albescent *. 


* After examining all the specimens of birds in the Hume and Tweeddale 
collections as well as others lent me by G-odwin-Austeu, which have a bearing 

on thft lrtATlf/ifiT- rtf n T ■ • \ _ 



i — 1 writing ttie ‘ Birds of Burmah.’ This conclusion is briefly th 
Trichastoma. mines- of Hume is the same bird as Pdlorneum ticMli of Blyth. 
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Bill dusky above, pale flesh-colour beneath ; mouth yellow ; iris 
reddish brown ; eyelids greenish flesh-colour ; legs and claws fleshy 
white. 

Length about 6 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8. 

Distribution . There are undoubted specimens of this species in 
the Hume Collection from the IChasi hills and from Manipur. 
Godwin- Austen obtained it in the Garo hills. 

It has been found in Karennee ; on the eastern slopes of the 
Pegu hills ; the central and southern portions of Tenasserim, and 
the Thoungyeen valley, in all of which tracts it appears to be 
fairly common. 

Habits , #c. This species is a quiet little bird found in all sorts of 
jungle, creeping about bushes and on the ground singly or in pairs. 
Bingham found the nest in March, a domed structure of bamboo- 
leaves and roots placed in a cane-bush about one foot above the 
ground. It contained three eggs, white dotted with pink. One 
egg measured *67 by -51. 

152. Drymocataphns assamensis. Austen's Babbler . 

Turdinus garoensis, Godwin- Austen, J. A. S. B . xlv, pt. ii, p. 75 
(1876), nec xliii, pt. ii, p. 160. 

Drymocataphus assamensis, Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 557 (1883). 

Coloration . Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown, the forehead 
with fulvous shaft-stripes, the crown and mantle with conspicuous 
pale shafts ; the outer webs of the primaries brighter rufous ; sides 
of the head fulvous, mottled with brown; sides of the neck and 
lower plumage fulvous, albescent on the centre of the abdomen, 
and tinged with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen. 

Iris red-brown ; legs very pale fleshy (Godw.-Aust.). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2*6; tarsus 1*15; bill from 
gape *7. 

This species differs from D. ticlcelli in having the upper plumage 
rufescent olive-brown, and in having a longer tarsus. 

The bird obtained by God win- Austen in the Garo hills, and de- 
scribed by him as T. garoensis in 1874, proved, according to Sharpe, 
who examined it, to be merely a specimen of D. tioJcelli. This 
specimen, I regret to say, has been lost or mislaid. A second bird 
procured by Godwin- Austen in the Dikrang valley in Assam, and 
referred by him to the same T. garoensis , proved to be the present 
species, but it cannot bear God win- Austen's name. Sharpe has 
rightly renamed it. 

Distribution . I have examined undoubted specimens of this species 
from the Khdsi hills, and from Dhollah and Sadiya in Assam. 
Godwin-Austen obtained it in the Dikrang valley, Assam. 

Habits , <$fc. Godwin-Austen says : — “ Proceeding through the 
dense underwood in the Dikrang valley, I caught sight of this bird 
on the narrow path above tw r o yards from my feet, and at the first 
glance took it to be a small rodent. It was most fearless and made 
no attempt to fly off." 

L 2 
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Genus CORYTHOCICHLA, Sharpe, 3883- 

This genus is barely separable from Drymocataphus ; but on 
account of its somewhat longer rictal bristles and its squamated 
upper plumage it is perhaps convenient to keep it distinct. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Sides of the head deep ashy; tips of wing- 

feathers white C. brevicaudata, p. 148. 

b. Sides of the head brown; tips of the wing- 

feathers fulvous C. striata , p. 148. 


153. Corythocichla brevicaudata. The Short-tailed Babbler . 

Turdinus brevicaudatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B . xxiv, p. 27 2 (1855); 
Hume <§r Dav. S. F. vi, p. 202 ; Hume, Cat. no. 390 quint. ; Buiy- 
ham , 8. F. ix, p. 179 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. OO. 

Turdinus brevicauda ( Tickcll ), Wald. Ibis , 1870, p. 354. 

Corythocichla brevicaudata ( Blyth ), Sharpe , Cat, B. M. vii, p. 592. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage and sides of the neck olive- 
brown ; the feathers everywhere margined with black except on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail rules cent ; wings olive-brown, 
the coverts and all the quills, except the earlier primaries, tipped 
with a small white spot ; lores, a short supereilium, cheeks, and 
under the eye deep ashy ; ear-coverts the same, but tinged rufes- 
cent; chin and throat ashy white, streaked with dark brown; 
breast and lower plumage ferruginous, paler on the centre of the 
abdomen, darker on the flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts, which 
latter are tipped paler. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale brown to pale fleshy brown ; upper 
mandible very dark brown, lower plumbeous to pale plumbeous ; 
iris deep brown, red-brown, cinnamon-red ( Hume cj- Davison ). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . The higher slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenas- 
serim about 5000 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. A rather rare bird, occurring on the thickly wooded 
and rocky parts of the mountain singly or in small parties. It feeds 
on the ground, and when alarmed it seldom flies, but retreats by 
hopping. Davison also remarks that its note is a long-drawn Kirr- 
r-r, usually uttered when disturbed. 

154. Corythocichla striata. The Strealced Babbler , 

Turdinus brevicaudatus, Blyth. apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B . xxxix 
pt. ii, p. 269 (1870) ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 140. ' 

Turdinus striatus, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p. 241 <1871) ; 
Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 16 ; Hume, 8.F. vii, 

p» 4DJ, 
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Turdinus williamsom, Godw.-Aust. J. A . S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44 
(1877). ’ * 9 * 

Corythociclila striata (Wald.), Sharpe, Cat . 1?. M. vii, p. 598. 

Coloration . Resembles (7. brevic-audata. Differs in having the 
sides of the head brown instead of deep ashy, and in having the 
breast and lower plumage brown slightly tinged with rufous, 
instead of ferruginous ; the spots at the tips of the wing-coverts 
and quills are less distinct, and are fulvous, not white. 

The bill in the dry state has the upper mandible dark brown, 
the lower pale brown; the legs and feet are brown. 

Length about 5; tail 1-8; wing 2 3; tarsus -95; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . The base of the Khasi and Gdro hills ; Sadiya in 
Assam. Godwin-Austen appears to have obtained this bird also in 
Manipur. 

Habits , <Sfc. This species is so close to C . brevicaudata , that the 
habits of the two are very likely to be the same. 

Genus GYPSOPHILA, Oates, 1883, 

The genus Gypsophila contains one remarkable bird which is 
confined to certain limited tracts of limestone mountains in Tenas- 
serim. Its plumage is of the most extraordinary character, and 
even the very large series of this bird in the Hume Collection 
affords no clue to its changes. For the present I locate this genus 
among the Timeliince , but I feel sure that this is not its proper 
place. Its place in the system must remain undetermined until 
its plumage from the young to the adult stage is properly under- 
stood. 

In structure Gypsophila is close to Pellorneum, from which it 
differs chiefly in its longer rictal bristles and stronger bill. The 
upper plumage is squamated in appearance, owing to the feathers 
being margined with black. 

1 55. Gypsophila cxispifrons. The Limerock Babbler . 

Turdinus crispifrons, Blyth, J \ A. S. B. xxiv, p. 269 (1855); id. Birds 
Burm. p. 114 ; Wald. Ibis, 1876, p. 353 ; Hume, S. F. v. p. 87 ; 
Hume Sf Dav. S. F. yi, p. 262 ; Hume , Cat no. 390 quat. ; Bing- 
ham, S. F. ix, p. 179. 

Gypsophila crispifrons (Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 61 ; Sharpe, Cat 
B . M . vii, p. 561. 

Coloration . Adult. The whole head, neck, and lower plumage 
pure white ; upper plumage olive-brown, the feathers of the back 
margined with black ; each tertiary quill of the wing minutely 
tipped with white. 

Younger birds have the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, a large 
space round the eyes, cheeks, chin, and throat pure white; 
remainder of lower plumage ochraceous olive-brown, with some 
blackish marks on the breast; crown, nape, and back olive-brown, 
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each feather edged with black; remainder of upper plumage, tail, 
and exposed parts of wings plain olive-brown; tertiaries tipped 
with white. 1 

What appear to be the young of the year have the croun, fore- 
head, nape, and back oli\ e-brown, margined with black; rump 
upper tail-coverts, tail, and exposed parts of wings plain olive- 
brown ; sides of the forehead and an indistinct supercilium greyish 



Fig. 42. — Head of G. crisyjjfroits. 

white with blackish specks; ear-coverts dark brown, with white 
sbalts ; chin, throat, and upper breast white streaked with dark 
brown, the streaks being nearly confluent on the breast ; remainder 
I Tkoy appear to undergo 

in I « 0U + t t ^ le ® rst autumn, but to retain the young plumage till 
change towards adult plumage probably 
begins by the chm and throat becoming white. 

Iris pale red, red, light red, deep red-brown ; upper mandible 

Length about 8; tail 3; wing 3-2; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from gape *9 

seiS e of b 7°6 e s n l ccp nptlOU °i th « plUm ,“ ge llas ^cen taken from a 
xfJt- i 76 s P®f mens "» , th e Hume Collection. Unfortunately 
the birds were all procured m December and March, with the exceif 

S d bf SSSS^S* “ H ”“ 8 '* “ ote «* i 

sonff irSfrlft 2111 • e ^ ec l?^ ta ^ P 011 * forth a fine and powerful 
song. It feeds principally upon insects and land-shells. P 

Genus MALACOPTERUM, Eyton, 1839 
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soft and silky. The two Indian species of this genus appear to be 
more arboreal than any of the preceding genera, and to have 
somewhat of the deportment of Bulbuls. The rictal bristles are 
very conspicuous on account of their length. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Crown bright ferruginous M magnum, p. 151. 

h. Crown olive-brown M. magnirostre, p. 151. 

156. Malacopterum magnum. The Bed-headed Tree-Babbler. 

Malacopteron magnum, Byton , P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103; Horsf. M. 
Cat . i, p. 225 ; Hume & JDav. S. F. vi, p. 270 ; Hume, Cat. no. 396 
ter. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 55 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 584. 

Malacopteron majus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 461 (1847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 148, App. p. xxi ; tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 309. 

Coloration. Forehead and crown bright ferruginous, the anterior 
feathers black-shafted and the posterior ones faintly edged with 
black ; lores and a broad supercilium grey, the middle of the feathers 
whitish ; the whole nape black ; ear-coverts fulvous brown with 
pale shafts ; the whole upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with 
ferruginous on the rump, which colour also suffuses the upper tail- 
coverts and the outer webs of the tail-feathers ; cheeks mottled 
grey and white ; chin, throat, and upper breast white, streaked 
with grey; remainder of lower plumage greyish white. 

Legs, feet, and claws blue, varying from pale plumbeous to pale 
smalt-blue; upper mandible dark horny brown, lower mandible 
and often the edges of the upper plumbeous blue or white tinged 
with blue, fading to bluish white at the tip; iris carmine to 
orange-red, changing probably according to age, as a younger bird 
has it pale sienna-brown ( Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down 
the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits , SfC. According to Davison this bird hunts about trees and 
bushes in pairs or small parties, seldom or never descending to 
the ground. Its weak feet corroborate this description of its habits. 

157. Malacopterum magnirostre. The Brown-headed Tree-Babbler m 

Alcippe magnirostiis, Moore, P, Z. S. 1854, p. 277 ; Horsf. fy M. 
Cat . i, p. 407. 

Malacopteron magnirostris {Moore), Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, p. 274 ; 
Hume Cat. no. 396 quint. 

Malacopterum magnirostre (. Moore ), Oates, B.B.i, p._ 56. 

Turdinus magnirostris (Moore), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 547. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and back olive-brown, the 
feathers of the forehead with black shafts ; wing-coverts and ex- 
posed parts of quills rufescent olive ; upper tail-coverts and tail 
bright chestnut-brown ; feathers round the eye white ; lores and 
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an obsolete stripe over the eye grey ; cheeks and ear-coverts deep 
ashy, the latter with whitish shafts; entire lower plumage dull 
white, washed with ashy across the breast and on the flanks, thighs, 
and under tail-coverts. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale bluish, sometimes a little darker ami 
more plumbeous ; upper mandible dark horny brown, almost black 
in some ; lower mandible bluish white, pale blue, or plumbeous ; 
gape dull yellow ; iris red, varying from cinnabar to lake, and lake 
to crimson (Hume 6f Davison ). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2-G ; wing 32 ; tarsus *85 ; hill from gape -8. 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tennsserim, extending into 
the Malayan peninsula aud Cochin China. 

Habits , SfG. Arboreal like those of the last species. 

M. cinereum is not unlikely to be found in Tenasserim. It is 
allied to M. magnum , but the ferruginous feathers of the head are 
broadly terminated with black, and it is of smaller size. 

G-enus ERYTHROCICHLA, Sharpe, 1883. 

This genus resembles the last in general structure, but has a 
shorter wing, and it appears to be a ground-bird. Only one species 
is known. 


158. Erythrocichla bicolor. The Ferruginous Babbler . 

Erachypteryx bicolor, Less. Ltev. Zool. 1830, p. 138. 

Malacopteron ferruginosum, Blyth, J. A. & B. xiii, p. 383 (1844),* 
Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 273 ; Hume, Cat. no. 300 quat. 
Triehastoma bicolor (Less.), Blyth . , Cat. p. 147 : Horst. & M. Cat i, 

p. 226. 

Trichostoma ferruginosiLm (Blyth), Myth, Ibis, 1805, p. 47; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 58. 

Erythrocichla bicolor (Less.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 551. 



Fig. 43. — Hoad of JE. bicolor . 


Coloration . The whole upper plumage ferruginous, the crown 
brighter; upper tail-coverts and tail chestnut; lores dull white or 
pale fulvous ; sides of the head like the crown ; lower plumage 
white, suffused with brownish on the breast and less so on the sides 
of the body. 

Legs and feet fleshy w r hite ; upper mandible dirty white, lower 
dark brown ; iris pale wood-browm (Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 6*5; tail 2-4; wing 3*1; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *9. * 
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Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down 
to the Malay peninsula and to Sumatra and Borneo. 

. Habits , 6fc. According to Davison this bird is strictly a ground- 
bird, only flying up into trees when disturbed. 

Genus TRICHOSTOMA, Blyth, 1842. 

The type of the genus Trichostoma is a bird which for many years 
after Blyth’s institution of the genus remained unknown to orni- 
thologists, or rather was known only by various names which were 
not recognized as synonymous with Blyth’s until I worked up the 
subject for my i Birds of Burmah/ 

Trichostoma has remarkably long rictal bristles, but does not 
otherwise differ much from the preceding genera except in having 
a conspicuously shorter tail. It is in great measure arboreal. 
Many birds have been placed in this genus which have no connec- 
tion or affinities with it. 

159. Trichostoma rostratum. Blyth’s Babbler. 

Trichastoma rostratum, Blyth, J. A . 8. B. xi, p. 795 (1842) ; id. Cat . 
p. 147 ; Hume , 8. F. viii, pp. CO, 160 ; ix, pp. 109, 127 j Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 56 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. vii, p. 562. 

Napothera umbratilis, StricTcl . Contr. Om. 1849, p. 128, pi. 31. 

Brachpteryx macroptera, Salvadori, Atti JR. Ac. 8c. Tor . iii, p. 528 

Brachypteryx buxtoui, Wald. P. Z. 8. 1877, p. 367 ; id. Ibis , 1877, 
p. 308, pi. 6, fig. 2. 

Coloration. "Whole upper plumage rufescent olive-brown, tinged 
with ferruginous on the upper tail-coverts and outer webs of tail- 
feathers ; lores whitish, mottled with black ; ear-coverts and round 
the eye rufescent; the former with whitish shafts; cheeks white, 
with black shafts and tips ; entire lower plumage white, washed 
with pale grey across the breast and suffused with ashy brown on 
the sides of the breast and abdomen ; outer webs of wing-quills 
like the back. 

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower pale plumbeous blue : legs 
and feet rather dark pinkish fleshy ; iris pale red-brown ; claws 
pale horny brown {Davison). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending to 
Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits , Sfc. Nothing is known of this bird’s habits beyond Hume’s 
assertion that they are arboreal. 

Genus TURDIHUS, Blyth, 1844. 

The genus Turdinus differs from all the other genera of this 
subfamily with stout straight bills in having the nostrils oval and 
exposed, not protected by a membrane. As restricted here, it 
contains but one Indian species. This has a very short tail. 
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160. Turdinus abbotti. Abbott's Babbler . 

Malacocincla abbotti, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 601 (1845). 
Tricliastoma abbotti {Blyth) , Blyth, Cat . p. 147 ; Ilornf. $* M. Cat . 
i, p. 405; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 17 ; Oates , 6'. jP. v, p. 151 ; TfcmM. 
Ifos, 1877, p. 452, pi. xi, fig'. 2 ; Hume $ Dav. S. F.\ i, pp. 250, 5 1:» ; 
Crqjps, S. F. vii, p. 277 ; Hume , Cat. no. 887 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 1 88. 
Malacopteron olivaceum, Strickland, A . M. F. JL (1) xix, p. 182 
(1847) ; Hume, 8. F. ix, p. 108. 

Turdinus abbotti (Blyth), Oates , B. B. i, p. 58 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. 
vii, p. 541 ; Oates in Hume's F J3. 2nd ed. i, p. 108. 

The Broun-backed Tit-Babbler, Jerd. 



Fig. 44.— Head of T. abbotti. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage rich olive-brown, t lie forehead 
with fulvous streaks, the shafts of the feathers of the other parts 
pale; outer webs of the quills of the wing like the back ; upper 
tail-coverts and tail deep rufous ; lores, round the eye, and a short 
supercilium dark grey; ear-coverts rufous with fulvous shafts; 
chin, throat, and cheeks pale grey; sides of neck and of the breast 
and body earthy ferruginous; centre of breast and abdomen whitish; 
under tail-coverts bright ferruginous. 

Iris reddish brown; eyelids deep plumbeous; -upper mandible 
dark brown, except the tip and the terminal third of the margins, 
which, together with the lower mandible, are pale bluish ; mouth 
yellow ; legs and feet pinkish fleshy ; claws pale horn-colour. 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *1). 

Distribution . Tl^e lower bills and valleys of Nepal and ftikhitn ; 
the eastern portion of Bengal; the Bhutan doars ; Assam, and the 
whole of the countries to the south to Arrakan and Tenasserim, 
extending down the Malay peninsula. 

Habits , <$fc. This bird must be looked for in the very thickest of 
brushwood in evergreen tracts of forest ; consequently there are 
large areas of country in which it is absent. It occurs singly or in 
pairs, but in suitable places the birds are so common that they appear 
to be gregarious, though in reality they are not so. They creep about 
bushes and low trees and also feed on the ground. Their note is very 
pretty and constantly uttered during the breeding-season in May 
and June. The nest is a cup made of dry leaves and placed in 
low bushes near the ground. The eggs, three in number, are very 
beautiful, being pinkish white, streaked and spotted with brownish 
red. They measure about *85 by *65. 
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Genus THRIN &0RHIN A, n. gen. 

The two birds for which the above generic name is proposed, 
in addition to a peculiar style of coloration, are characterized 
by tlie very large operculum over the nostril. The bill is very 
strong, with the culmen gently curved throughout, and the rictal 
bristles are weak. The feathers of the forehead are harsh to the 
touch. The feathers of the crown are somewhat ample, and no 
doubt in life when erected form a short crest, as represented by 
God win- Austen in his plate of T . oglii. 

The type of this genus is T. guttata , which I at one time classed 
with StaehyrMs, but- erroneously as I now see. 



Fig. 45.— Head of T. guttata. 


Key to the Speeies. 


a . Wings and tail plain T . guttata , p. 155. 

h. Wings and tail barred with brown T. oglii, p. 156. 


161. Thringorhina guttata. TicfcelVs Spotted Babbler , 

Turdinus guttatus (Tick.), JBlytk , J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 414 (1859) ; 
Tick. J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 450 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 115 ; 
Walden , Ibis, 1876, p. 353 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 264; Hume, 
Cat . no. 390 sex. ; Bingham , 8. F. ix, p. 179. 

Stachyrhis guttata ( Tick .), Oates, 8. F. v, p. 251 ; id. B. B. i, p. 49 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 535. 

Coloration, Lores and forehead white, with black streaks ; round 
the eye black ; a large patch of white below the eye, bounded by a 
black moustachial streak ; ear-coverts ashy brown ; a white super- 
cilium to the nape, bordered above by black ; sides of neck and 
the terminal portions of the feathers of the mantle black, with long 
oval white drops ; remaining upper plumage rich golden brown, 
the rump, tail, and the outer webs of the quills of the wing tinged 
with deep rufous; chin and upper throat white; remainder of 
lower parts ruddy ferruginous, the flanks and under tail-coverts 
tinged with olivaceous, the breast with very narrow obsolete white 
margins to the feathers, which, with those of the abdomen, have 
also whitish shafts. 

Legs and feet pale dingy green ; lower mandible and edge of 
upper along commissure plumbeous ; rest of bill black ; iris crimson- 
lake ( Hume df Davison), 
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Length nearly 7 ; tail 2*2; wing 2-7 3 tarsus 1; bill from gape -0. 

Distribution . The slopes of Muleyit mountain at Meetan ; the 
Thoungyeen river ; Malawtin, at the extreme south of Tenasserim. 

Habits , dfc. Davison tells us that this bird is in general an inha- 
bitant of forests, whether composed of thick jungle or more open 
bamboo vegetation, and that it apparently never descends to the 
ground. 

162. Thrmgorhina oglii. A listen’ s Shotted Babbler . 

Actinura oglei, Godwin- Austen, J. A. 8. JB. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 42 (1877) j 
Hume , 8. F. v, p. 341 ; Godw.-Aust, J A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. ]8, 
pL xi. 

Actinodura oglei ( Godw.-Aust .), Hume , Cat. no. 427 quat. ; Shaipe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 467 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 171. 

Coloration. Crowa, nape, and hind neck rich golden brown ; back, 
rump, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts the same but duller, and 
obsoletely cross-rayed ; wings and tail umber-brown, narrowly and 
closely cross-barred with blackish brown; forehead white, with 
black shafts continued back as a broad supercilium to the sides of 
the neck, where the white band expands and becomes divided into 
white spots bordered by black ; the forehead and supercilium 
bordered by black above ; lores and ear-coverts black ; cheeks, 
chin, and throat white ; breast grey ; remainder of lower plumage 
dull umber-brown. 

Bill black above, grey below ; iris crimson-lake ; legs and feet 
umber-brown ( Godwin-Austen ) . 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2’5 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *95. 

Distribution. Discovered at Manbum Tila on the Tengapani river 
near Sadiya. It has not again been obtained by any naturalist. 


Genus ALCIPPE, Blyth, 1844. 

The genus Alcippe contains three Indian species which are very 
closely allied and somewhat difficult to separate. The colour of 
the plumage is dull. 

# Iu this genus the wing and tail are about equal in length ; the 
hill is notched, and the nostrils are overhung by some long hairs 
springing from the base of the forehead. The tail is but slightly 
graduated. 


Key to the Species* 


a. "Wing 2*3 ; a circle of white feathers round 

eye ; supercilium distinct and extending as 
a band to upper back 

b. Wing 2*8 ; no circle of white feathers round 

eye. 


A. nepalensis, p. 150. 
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a } . No trace of a supercilium A. phceocephala , p. 158. 

b'. Traces of a siiperciliiim produced as a 

band on upper back A. phayrii , p. 158. 


163. Alcippe nepalensis, The Nepal Babbler . 

Siva nipalensis, Hodgs. Ind . Rev. p. 89 (1838). 

Alcippe nipalensis (Hodg.), Blyth , Cat. p. 148 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat , 
i, p. 226 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 18 j Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 103 ; Hume, N. fy F. p, 240 ; Hume $ Dav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 260 ; Hume, Cat no. 388 ; Scully, 8 . F. viii, p. 287 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 68 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 620 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, 
p. 138 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy J3. 2nded. i, p. 104. 

The Nepal Quaker-Thrush, Jerd. ; Sam-dayal-pho, Lepcb. 



Pig. 46. — Head of A . nepalensis. 

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, and upper back ashy brown ; 
sides of tbe bead and of the neck paler ashy brown ; a very con- 
spicuous ring of white feathers round the eye ; lores grey ; a black 
supercilium commencing narrowly over the eye,'widening gradually 
and extending to the upper back, where it becomes more or less 
streaky; lower back, scapulars, wing-coverts, rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and tail fulvous brown; wings brown, edged with fulvous 
on the outer webs; chin whitish; lower plumage pale buffi or 
earthy brown, albescent on the abdomen. 

Bill grey or livid horny, the base of the upper mandible and a 
line along the oilmen black ; iris hazel-brown ; feet livid fleshy ; 
claws grey-horny (Scully). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*55. 

This species can be easily separated from A. phayrii and A. 
pkaeocephala by its smaller size, its conspicuous white orbital ring 
of feathers, and by its long well-marked black supercilia. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of 
Assam ; the Khasi andNdga hills ; Manipur ; the hilly portions of 
Tenasserim from Karennee and Toungngoo down to Nwalabo 
mountain. Hume records this bird from the northern portion of 
the Pegu hills, and Blyth from Arrakan. In the Himalayas it is 
found up to 5000 feet or more. 

Habits , Sfe. This bird is found in thick jungle, feeding on the 
ground in small parties, and creeping among bushes in search of 
insects. It has a low twittering note. It breeds from March to 
May, constructing a small cup-shaped nest of bamboo-leaves and 
grass in the fork of a bush close to the ground. The eggs, three 
or four in number, are pinkish, blptehed with maroon-red, and 
measure *77 by *58. 
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164. Alcippe phseocephala. The Nihjiri Babbler . 

Thimalia poioicephala, Jerd. Madr . Journ. L. 8. xiii, p. 101) (1844). 

Alcippe poiocephala (» Jerd .), Blyth, Cat. p. 148 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 18; 
id. Ibis, 1872, p. 298; Hume, N. § F. p. 240; id. Cat. no. 889; 
Davison 9 S. F. x, p. 374. 

Alcippe brucei, Fairbanh MS*, Hume, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 122 (1870) ; id. 8. F. i, p. 8 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, j>. 298. 

Alcippe phaeocepbala {Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M . vii, j** 022 ; Oates 
in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. i, p. 106. 

The Neilgherry Quaker- Thmsh, Jerd. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape ashy brown ; the whole 
upper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous, the wings, tail, 
ana upper tail-coverts decidedly ferruginous ; sides of the head 
ashy brown, the shafts of the ear-coverts paler ; the entire lower 
plumage fulvous, paler on the centre of the abdomen. 

Iris slaty grey ; legs, feet, and claws greyish fleshy ; bill horny 
brown (Davison). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *7. 

Birds from the Nilgiris and Travancore have the head very much 
darker than the rest of the upper plumage; birds from more 
northern localities have it very little darker than the upper parts 
in general. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from Khandala to 
Travancore, ascending up to 6000 feet of elevation. This Babbler 
also occurs at Pachmarhi in the Central Provinces. In the British 
Museum there is an Alcippe from Pareshnath Hill which I am 
inclined to identity with the present species rather than with A. 
phayrii ; but the two species run very close to each other, and it 
is not always easy to separate them. 

Habits , Sfc. There appears to be nothing distinctive in the habits or 
nidification of this species worthy of note. It breeds from January 
to June, and the eggs measure *85 by *63. 


165. Alcippe phayrii. The Burmese Babbler . 

Alcippe phayrei, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 601 (1845) : id. Cat . 
p. 148; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 116, v, p. 60 ; Hume $ Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 260 ; Andet's . Yunnan Fccped., Aves , p. 635, pi. xlviii ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 388 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 69 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 623; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 139 ; Oates in Hume's N. & F. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 108. 

Alcippe magnirostris, Wald, in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 115 (1875); 
id. Ibis , 1877, p. 487 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 56. y 

Alcippe fusca, Godioin-Austen, J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 197 (1876) * 
Hume, 8. F. v, p. 54 ; id. Cat . no, 388 ter. ’ 

Coloration. Eesembles A. phceocephala. Differs in having, as a 
rule, traces of sincipital brown stripes ; in being of a clearer and 


* 1 cannot discover where this name was published ; the first mention of it 

so far as I know, is by Hume (l, e.). ’ 
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lighter fulvous below, and in having the cap somewhat better defined 
from the rest of the upper plumage. 

Iris whity brown to greyish blue ; eyelids plumbeous ; mouth 
yellow ; legs and claws dusky flesh-colour ; upper mandible dusky 
brown, the lower one somewhat paler and turning to yellow at the 
base. 

Of the same size as A. phceocephala, from which the present 
species cannot be distinguished by measurement. 

Were it not that the geographical distribution of A. phceocephala 
and A. phctyrii differs so greatly, and that typical examples of the 
latter from Burma show traces of sincipital stripes, whereas 
the former never do so, I should he inclined to unite these two 
species under one name. When the sincipital stripes are absent 
in A. phayrii , as they frequently, or almost invariably, are in 
specimens from the extreme northern limit of its range, such as 
Tipperah and Manipur, it is almost impossible to separate such ex- 
amples from A. phceocephala. Failing the sincipital stripes there 
is really nothing to trust to for discriminating the two species 
except the colour of the lower plumage and the cap, and this is 
only apparent when series of each are compared. All authors have 
hitherto been satisfied with comparing A. phayrii with A . nepalensis, 
two birds which are quite distinct, both in coloration and in size, 
and which cannot be confounded under any circumstances. Sharpe, 
with the few specimens he had before him when he wrote his 
* Catalogue/ made an endeavour to diagnose A . phayrii and A. 
phceocephala , the only attempt that has ever been made, I believe ; 
but unfortunately his character, the colour of the ear-coverts, does 
not hold good, and no use can be made of it. 4 

Distribution . The JSTaga hills ; Tipperah ; Manipur ; the neigh- 
bourhood of Bhamo; Arrakan; the Pegu hills; fCarennee; the 
whole of Tenasserim. 

Habits , <$fc. This species is found in the better-wooded hilly portions 
of the country. Its habits do not differ from those of A. nepalensis * 
It breeds in Tenasserim from February to April. The eggs found 
by Bingham measured *78 by ’58 ; these dimensions appear small 
for the size of the bird, being no larger than those of the eggs of 
A. nepalensis , which is a considerably smaller bird. 


Genus RHOPOCICHLA, n. gen. 

I propose this generic term (with JR . atriceps as the type) for 
three birds which have hitherto been included in Alcippe . 

This genus differs from Alcippe in having the nostrils roundish, 
exposed, and pierced in the anterior part of the membrane, and in 
having a much shorter tail when compared with the wing. The 
eggs of the two genera are also different in colour, a matter which 
is noticed by Hume in his ‘ Bough Draft of Nestis and Eggs/ in 
the article on Alcippe poiocephala. 
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Key to the Species. 


a. Crown and sides of head black R- atriceps, p. 160. 

h. Forehead and ear-coverts only black R. nigrifrom , p. 160. 

c. Ear-coverts only blackish JR* hourdillonij p. 161. 


166. Rhopocichla atriceps. The Blade-headed Babbler . 

Brachypteryx atriceps, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. x, p. 250 (1801)). 

Alcippe atriceps (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat.j). 148; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 30; 
Hume , Cat. no. 390 ; Butler , 8. JF. ix, p. 399 ; Davison, 8. F. x, 
p. 3 75 ; Sharpe , Cat. JB. M. vii, p. 025 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 173. 

Rhopocichla atriceps (Jerd.), Oates in JImne's N. JB. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 109. 

The Black-headed Wren-Babbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, ear-coverts, and under the 
eye black; the whole upper plumage fulvous brown; lower plu- 
mage dull white, changing to olivaceous on the flanks and under 
tail-coverts ; the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail like 
the back. 

Iris bright yellow ; the lower mandible and the commissure of 
the upper fleshy pink ; rest of the upper mandible dull black ; legs, 
feet, and daws sometimes pale plumbeous, sometimes pure fleshy 
pink, at other times pink more or less strongly tinged with purple 
(Davison). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution. The !N ilgiris and the western coast of India up to 
Belgaum. This Babbler is found up to 5000 feet or even higher. 

Habits , 6fc. Davison remarks that this bird goes about in larger 
or smaller parlies and seems to prefer bamboo and scrub jungle. 
It breeds in May, J une, and J uly, constructing an egg-shaped nest 
of blades of grass in clumps of bamboo or among weeds near the 
ground. The eggs, two or three in number, are white speckled 
with brownish and purplish red, and measure *77 by •55. 


167. Rhopocichla nigrifrons. The Black-fronted Bahbler. 

Alcigpe uigrifrons, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 816 (1840): id. Cat. 

P- S40; & F. iii.jp. 867 ; Hupio, 8, F. vii, p. 388; id. Cat. 

no. 390 ter; Legge, Bird* Ceyl. p. 507, pi. xxvii, figs. 2 & 3; 

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 625. 

Rhopocichla uigrifrons (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. % JB. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 110. 9 

Batit chia } Ceyl. 

Coloration. Forehead, ear-coverts, and all round the eye black 
the shafts of the feathers of the forehead glistening ; the whole 
upper plumage, sides of neck, and visible portions of the wings and 
tau ruious-brown, darkest on the crown; lower plumage, cheeks 
and under the ear-coverts dull white, tinged with olivaceous on the’ 
sides of the breast and body ; vent, thighs, and under tail-eoverts 
rufous-brown; the feathers of the cheeks with lengthened black 
shafts ; up.4©r wmg-covepts pale fulvpus. 
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Iris yellowish white or very pale yellow ; bill, gape, and eulmen 
dark brown, margins of the upper and lower mandibles fleshy ; legs 
and feet fleshy lavender ; claws dusky ; iris of young olive (Legge). 

Length nearly 5*5 ; tail 2; wing 2*3; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution . Ceylon. 

Habits , fyo. According to Legge this bird breeds in Ceylon in 
January. The nest is a large shapeless ball of dead leaves and a 
few twigs, placed in a bramble or some undergrowth three or four 
feet from the ground. The eggs are white spotted with brownish 
red over bluish-grey specks, and measure *74 by ‘56. 

The same author observes that this species frequents dense 
underwood in parties of six to a dozen, searching for food among 
the fallen leaves, and that it keeps up a constant little rattle-note. 


168. Rhopocichla bourdilloni. Bourdilloni Babbler. 

Alcippe bourdilloni, Hume, S. F. iv, pp. 399, 485 (1876) ; id . Cat . 
no. 390 bis ; Bourdillon, S. F. ix, p. 300 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii,* 

p. 626. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown and nape, lores and cheeks brown; 
ear-coverts and round the eye blackish; upper plumage, wings, 
tail, and sides of the neck fulvous brown ; chin, throat, and breast 
dull white ; remainder of the lower plumage ferruginous ; under 
wing-coverts pale fulvous. 

Bill above black, below pale slaty ; legs and feet dull brown ; 
iris white (Hume Coll.). 

Length about 5*3 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution. Known only from Mynall in Travancore at an 
elevation of about 3000 to 4000 feet. 


Genus STACHYRHIS, Hodgs., 1844. 

With the genus Stachyrhis we enter upon a group of small 
Timeliiue birds which have a slender pointed bill and rather bril- 
liant plumage. This genus is the only one of the subfamily in 
which the eggs are known to be unspotted white, and it differs 
from the allied genus Stachy rhido p sis, i?i which the eggs are spotted, 
by having the eulmen gently curved. The nostril is covered by a 
large scale somewhat as in Thringorhina. 

The birds of this genus appear to confine themselves to low trees 
and bushes, the leaves and flowers of which they search for insects, 
and frequently their foreheads are powdered with the pollen of 
flowers. Their notes are described as pleasant. 

8. poliogaster , a species discovered by Davison and named by 
Hume, from the Malay peninsula, has the sides of the face and the 
lower plumage grey, and may be discovered in Tenasserim. 
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Key to the Species. 


a . Crown black streaked with white S. nignceps, p. 102. 

b. Crown golden yellow streaked with black. 

a'. Back bright olive-yellow S. chnjscea, p. 103. 

b\ Back slaty green 8. assimilis, p. 103. 


169. Stachyrhis nigriceps. The Blacic-tliroateci Babbler . 

Stachyris nigriceps, Hodgs, Blyth , J.A.S.B. xiii, p. 378 (1844); 
Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Miso. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 22 ; 
Blyth. Cat . p. 150 ; Horsf. §• M. Cat i, p. 231 ; Jerd. B. 1 . ii, p. 21 ; 
Hume, N. $ E. p. 242 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 117 ; Oates , 8. F. v, p. 252 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 030 ; Ilume £ Dar. 8. F. vi, 
p. 264 ; Hume , Cat . no. 391 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 200 ; id. B. B. i, 
p. 48 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 532 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 141 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 110. 

The Black-throated Wren-Babbler , Jerd. ; Sanyriam-pho , Lepeli. 



Fig. 47. — Head of S. nigriceps. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape black, the feathers edged 
with white, giving a streaked appearance to those parts ; round the 
eye white ; ear-coverfcs varying from orange to rufous-brown and 
plain brown ; cheeks white ; chin grey ; throat sometimes entirely 
black, sometimes black mottled with white ; whole upper plumage 
rich olive-brown, the tail and exposed parts of wings rufous ; entire 
lower plumage bright fulvous, tinged with olivaceous on the lower 
abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts. 

The colour of the ear-coverts varies somewhat according to 
locality. Birds from the Himalayas have them dark brown with 
the posterior portion rufous ; those from Assam, the hill-tracts of 
Bengal, and upper Burma orange or rufous in some form or other ; 
and Pegu and Tenasserim birds have them rufous but more or less 
intermingled with brown. 

The black throat occurs chiefly among birds from Assam, the 
hill-tracts of Bengal and Upper Burma. 

Hume is of opinion that the colour of the bill changes in the 
breeding-season. He states that in the cold season (November to 
February) the upper mandible is pale brown, the lower pale yel- 
lowish horny. I can find no indication of this seasonal change in 
the large series now in the British Museum, but perhaps it is not 
apparent m dry skins. 

, man ® le bluish black, lower pale bluish ; the anterior 

i j , mar ^ ns dusky ; eyelids bluish ; iris orange-brown : legs 
pale dusky green ; claws yellowish (April). 
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Length about 5*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2 m 2 ; 
•75. 


tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 


Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of 
Assam and thence south through all the States and hill-tracts of 
Eastern Bengal to Arrakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim. This species 
appears to be found up to 10,000 feet of elevation in summer. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a domed 
nest of grass and leaves on bhe ground generally on banks. The 
eggs measure -76 by -58. * 


170. Stachyrhis chrysaea. The Golden-headed Babbler. 

Stachyris chrysaea, Hodgs Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 379 (1844) ; 

Hodge . in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 23 ; 

Blyth , Cat. p. 150; Horsf. § M. Cat. i, p. 232 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 22 ; 

Hume, N. y B. p. 245 ; Anders. Yunnan JExped., Aves , p. 636 ; 

Hume, Cat. no. 394 ; id. S. F. ad, p. 142 ; Oates in Hume’s H. J3. 

2nd ed. i, p. 112. 

Stachyridopsis chrysgea (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 601 ; 

Oates, B. B. i, p. 52. 

The Golden-headed Wren-Babbler, Jerd. ; SyaJc-birang-pho , Lepch. 

Coloration. Porehead just above the lores pure yellow ; lores, 
in front of the eye, and a short moustachial streak black ; ear-coverts 
oil-yellow; forehead, crown, and nape bright golden-yellow, 
streaked with black ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
bright olive-yellow ; tail brown, washed with yellow on the outer 
webs; sides of neck like the hack; entire lower plumage bright 
yellow. 

Bill plumbeous; legs pale brownish yellow; iris light brown 
(Jerdon). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape 
•55. 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikhim, Bhutan, and Assam ; Khasi hills ; 
Manipur ; the neighbourhood of Bhamo ; probably Arrakan ; up 
to 5000 feet elevation. A specimen from Perak in the British 
Museum is referable to this species. 

Habits , <Sfc. Grammie found a nest in Sikhim in May — an oval 
structure made of bamboo-leaves and fixed vertically between 
some upright branchlets within two feet of the ground. The eggs 
measure m 63 by *48. 


171. Stachyrhis assimilis. The Allied Babbler. 

Strachyrhis assimilis, Wald, in Blyth’ s Birds Burm. p. 116 (1875) ; 
Hume, 8. F. v, p. 56 ; Hume JDav . 8. F. vi,pp. 265, 514 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 394 bis. 

Stachyris bocagei, Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (1) xiv, p. 223 
(187 9). 

Stachyridopsis assimilis (Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 602 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 53; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, 
p. 605. 

m2 
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Coloration. Resembles S. chryscea. Differs in having the whole 
upper plumage dull green, tinged with ashy or slaty on the back, 
the yellow on the crown quite pale, and the lower plumage entirely 
dull* yellow. Of the same size as S. chryscea. 

Legs and feet fleshy yellow ; upper mandible brow n ; lower 
pale plumbeous, fleshy at base; iris dee]) red-brown {Davison). 
Iris lake ; bill lavender, pink at base ; legs brownish yellow ; feet 
greenish ( Warcllaw Ramsay). 

Distribution. There are undoubted specimens of this species in 
the Hodgson collection, cither from Nepal ortiikhim ; there is also 
in the British Museum a specimen from Assam ; the bird is known 
from Karennee, and from Muleyit and Nwalabo mountains in 
Tenasserim ; it also occurs in the mountains of Sumatra. 


Genus STACHYRHIDOPSIS, Sharpe, LSS3. 

This genus differs from Stachyrhis in having the culinou perfectly 
straight and, as before remarked, in laying spotted eggs. 

The habits do not differ from those of & t achy r his, so far as cun 
be judged from the meagre information on record. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Crown chestnut. 

a'. Throat yellow with black shafts S. ruficeps, p. 104. 

b\ Throat whitish with black shafts K ni/ifrom, p. 

b. Crown fulvous, chin black S. pyrrhops, p 163. 


172. Stachyrhidopsis ruficeps. The Red-headed Babbler. 

Stachyris ruficeps, Myth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 452 ( 1 847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 150; Horsf. ty M. Cat. i,p. 400 ; Jerd. JB. 1. ii, p. 22 ; Hume, JS r . 
<5f E. p. 244: Hume <Sj- JDciv. S. F. vi, p. 205 ; Hume. Cat. no. ii 03 ; 
Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 471. 

Stachyris praeeognitus, Sioinhoe, Ibis, 1800, p. 310; id. 1\ Z. S. 1871, 
p, 373. 

Stackyridopsis ruficeps {Myth), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 508 ; Oates 
in Humds N. § E. 2nd ed. i, p. 112. 

The Red-headed Wren- Babbler, Jerd. ; SyaJc-birany-phv , Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut, the frontal 
feathers with indications of black shafts ; upper plumage,, tail, and 
exposed parts of wings olive-green ; chin and upper throat pale 
yellow, with conspicuous black shafts ; sides of the head and neck 
and entire lower plumage fulvous yellow, the sides of the body, 
thighs, vent-, and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 

Bill plumbeous above, reddish beneath : legs pale yellow-brown ; 
iris light brown {Jerdon). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*65. 

Distribution^ Nepal ; tSikbim ; Dibrugarh in Assam ; extending 
mt-o China. 
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Habits, Sfc. Brooks observes that this bird, so long as it finds dense 
cover, is indifferent about elevation. It has a low soft whistle. 
It breeds from April to June, constructing a nest of bamboo-leaves 
in bushes a few feet from the ground. The nest is generally 
domed, but not always. The eggs, which are white speckled with 
reddish, measure *68 by *52. 

173. Staehyrhidopsis rufifrons. Hume’s Babbler. 

Stachyris rufifrons, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 479 (1873), iii, p. 117; Wald, 
in myth’s Birds Burm. p. 116 ; Brooks , 8. F. iv, p. 274 ; Hume, 8. 
F iv, p. 501 ; Hume # Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 265 ; Hume , Cat. no. 393 
bis ; Bingham , 8. F. ix, p. 179 ; Hume , 8. F. xi,p. 141. 

Stachyridopsis rufifrons {Hume). Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 599 ; 
Oates , B. B. i, p. 54. 

Coloration . Resembles 8. rujfieeps. Differs in having the chin 
and upper throat white, with black shafts, the sides of the head 
decidedly ashy, with the lores and a ring round the eye con- 
spicuously paler, and the rufous on the crown duller and not 
extending to the nape. 

Bill blue ; iris deep red ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs fleshy brown ; 
claws pale horn-colour. 

Length nearly 5; tail 1*9; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
•55. 

Distribution . The lower hills of Sikhim, the Bhutan Doars, and 
Assam up to Dibrugarh ; thence down to Pegu and Tenasserim, 
through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal and Tipper Burma. 
This species has also been found in Karennee. It is very sparingly 
spread over the above area and is nowhere common. 

174. Staehyrhidopsis pyrrhops. The Reel-billed Babbler. 

Stachyris pyrrhops, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 379 (1844) ; 
Ho'dgs. in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 23 ; 
Blyth , Cat. p. 150; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 232; Jerd. B. 1. ii, 
p. *21 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 36 ; Cock 4* Marsh . 
8. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 243 ; Brooks , 8. F. iii, p. 237 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 392. 

Stachyridopsis pyrrhops {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 600; 
Oates in Hume’s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 114. 

The Red-billed Wren-Babbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Eorehead and anterior half of crown fulvous, blend- 
ing with the olive-brown of the upper plumage, the feathers of the 
forehead, crown, and mantle dark-shafted ; lores and chin black, 
the lower portion of the latter barred with white ; sides of the head 
fulvous ; lower plumage rather brighter fulvous, the sides of the 
body, flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 

Tipper mandible dark brown, lower fleshy pink tinged blue ; legs, 
feet, and claws brownish fleshy ; iris red (Hume Coll.). Iris blood- 
red ; bill sordid sanguiue (. Jerdon ). 
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Length about 5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *65. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Murree to Nopal. This species 
does not appear to occur in Sikhim. It ranges up to 7000 feet. 

Habits , $c. Breeds in June and probably in other months, making 
a cup-shaped nest of dry reed-leaves lined with grass in a bush. 
The eggs are white speckled with reddish, and measure *60 by *51 . 

Genus CYANODERMA, vSalvadori, 1874. 

This genus differs from the two preceding in having the 
culrnen straight on its basal half and slightly curved on its terminal 
half. Also in having the orbits naked and of a bright colour in 
life. 

Sharpe (Notes from the Leyden Museum, vi, p. 176) has been 
persuaded into uniting his genus Stachyrhido 2 >six with Cyanoderma ; 
but I am of opinion that the two genera are quite distinct, and the 
characters pointed out above should be sufficient to differentiate 
the two. 

175. Cyanoderma erythropterum. The lled-wingcd Bahhler . 

Timalia erythroptera, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xl, p. 7i)4 (1842) ; id. Cat 
p. 150 ; Horsf. # M. Cat . i. pp. 220, 420; Hume, S. F. in, p. JW2. 

Cyanoderma erythropterum (Blyth), Salmd. U<r. Bom. p, 213: 
Tweedd. Ibis , 1877, p. 308 : Hume JDcw. 8. F. vi, p. 269 ; Hume. 
Cat. no. 306 bis ; id. 8. F. is, p. 120 ; Oaf ex in Humes X. $ B. 
2nd ed. i, p. 115. 

Mixomis erythroptera (Blyth\ Oates, B. B. L p. 51 ; Sharpe, Oaf. 
B. M. vii, p. 580. 

Coloration . Borehead, supercilium, ear-coverts, sides of the head 
and neck, chin, throat, and breast clear plumbeous; abdomen, 
flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts fulvous brown ; upper plumage 
rufescent brown; wing-coverts, wings, and tail bright ferruginous. 

Bill dark plumbeous blue, upper mandible darkest, in some 
brownish ; visible skin of cheeks and orbits from pure light to dull 
dirty smalt-blue ; iris madder-red to deep brown ; legs, feet, and 
claws very pale, almost white, tinged with greenish or yellowish 
green ( Hume <$* Davison ). 

length about 5*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim, ranging down 
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, $ 0 . Entirely arboreal. Davison found the nest in April— 
a round ball of dry reed-leaves in a bush ; it did not contain eggs. 


Genus MIXORNIS, Hodgs., 1842. 

. Mioc . ornis differs from all the other genera of slender- 
billed Twiehmw m having the nostrils oval, exposed and not covered 
by a scale or membrane as in the others. 
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The two species of Mixornis are not very distinct, and it is 
sometimes difficult to separate them. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Crown pale ferruginous; streaks on breast 

confined to shafts M. rubricapiUus, p. 167. 

b. Crown chestnut; streaks on breast broad, 

wider than shaft M. gularis, p. 168. 


176. Mixornis rubricapillus. The Yellow-breasted Babbler . 

MotaciUa mbicapilla, Tick. J. A. 8. B. ii, p. 576 (1833). 

Mixornis chloris ( Hodgs .), Blyth, Cat . p. 149. 

Mixornis rubicapillus ( Tick .), Hvrsf. ty M. Cat i, p. 229 ; Jerd. B. L ii, 
p. 23 ; Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 547 ; id. Ibis , 1872, p. 376; Hume, 
JV. fy F. p. 245 ; Ball , 8. F. ii, p. 408 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 1 18 ; 
Oates , 8. F. v, p. 152 ; Anders. Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 635 ; 
Hume fy I)av. 8. F. yi, pp. 266, 514 ; Hume, Cat. no. 395 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 50 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. yii, p. 578 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, 
p. 142 ; Oates in Hume's JV. Sf F. 2nd ed. i, p. 115. 

The Yellow-breasted Wren-Babbler, Jerd. 



Fig. 48. — Head of M, mbricapilkis. 

Coloration . Extreme point of forehead and the lores yellow with 
black shafts, continued back as a uniform yellow supercilium ; 
crown pale ferruginous, blending on the nape with the olive-green 
of the upper plumage and sides of neck ; ear-coverts dull yellow 
with pale shafts ; cheeks, chin, throat, and upper breast yellow, 
with black shafts ; centre of breast and abdomen plain yellow ; 
remainder of lower plumage dull ashy yellow. 

Iris dull white ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill homy brown ; legs 
fleshy born-colour; claws yellowish. The iris appears to vary 
from white to yellow. 

Length about 5 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
•65. 

Distribution. Chutia Nagpur ; Sikhim and along the base of the 
Himalayas to the extreme east of Assam, and thence south through 
Eastern Bengal and its adjacent hill-tracts to Arrakan and Ten- 
asserim, in which latter division this bird is found to a short 
distance below Tavoy, where it meets the next species. 

Hodgson figures this bird (no. 699), but it is not clear whether 
it occurs in Nepal or not. In the Pinwill Collection, however, 
there is a specimen from the N.W. Himalayas, and this locality 
is probably either Kumaon or G-arhwal. 
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Habits , SfG. This species is usually found in tree- and bush-jungle 
creeping about the branches, and it does not appear to feed on the 
ground. I have never seen it except on trees. It has a mono- 
tonous note, which is constantly uttered throughout the day. It 
breeds in May and June, constructing a round nest of grass or 
bamboo-leaves in a thick bush not many feet above the ground. 
The eggs, usually three in number, are white speckled with red, 
and measure *68 by *5. 

177. Mixor nis gularis. The Sumatran Yellow-breasted Babbler , 

Motacilla gularis, Ltaffl. Trans. Linn. Sue. xiii, p. 2A2 (1820). 

Mixornis gularis (Raffl.), Myth, Cat. p. 140; Jlorsf. § M. Cat. i, 
p. 229 ; Wald. 1\ Z. S. 1800, p. 518, 1872, p. ; Hit me $ JMv. 
S. F. vi, p. 266 ; Ilnme, Cat. no. Wo his ; Oates, I>. It. i, p, 51 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 576 ; Oates in Hume's JS T . LJ. 2nd ed, 
i, p. 110. 

Coloration. [Resembles M. ruhricapillus. Differs in having the 
cheeks, chin, throat, and upper breast with broad black shaft- 
streaks (not black shafts merely); the crown of a chestnut-brown 
(not pale ferruginous) ; the upper plumage more rufous, and this 
exposed parts of the wings castaneous. 

Iris pale red-brown ; lower inaudible and orbital skin pale blue; 
rest of bill bluish brown ; legs and feet greenish brown {Davison). 

Of very slightly larger size than M. mhriatpiUm. 

In addition to the points of difference noted above as existing 
between this species and M. rabricttfrillns, it should be observed 
that the iris is red-brown as recorded by Davison. 

Distribution . Southern Ten asserim from Mergui, extending down 
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra. 


“ Genus SCHCENIPAEUS, Hume, 1874. 

With the genus Schcenipams we enter on a group of small birds 
with short blunt bills like the Tits, and with very strong feet. 
Their proper position is undoubtedly in this subfamily, both on 
account of their structure and their habits. 

This first genus Schceniparus may be separated from the throe 
that follow it, first, by the nostrils being free and not overhung hv 
hairs, and, secondly, by the tail being equal in length to the wing. 
The bill is also stronger than in the other genera. 

Key to the Species. 
a. No chestnut band across throat, 


o'. Sides of neck plain s. duMus, p. 1GK. 

o. Sides of neck streaked ,% mandolin. , p. 1(K>, 

o. A chestnut hand across throat . & ruf gularis, p. 170 . 


178. Sclweniparus duMus, Hume’s Tit-BahMcr. 

Proparus dubius, Hume, Pros. A. & B. 1874, p. 107 ; id, 8. F. ii, 
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p. 447 ; Wald, in Blyttts Birds Burm. p. 110 ; Davison , S. F. v, 
p. 459 ; Hume Sf Dav . S. F. vi. pp. 372, 519 ; Hume , Cat. no. 622 
bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 148. 

Minla dubia {Hume), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 611. 

Schoeniparus dubius {Hume), Hume , S. F. ii, p. 449 ; Sahadori, Ann. 
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 607 ; Oates in Hu?7ie l s N. F. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 117. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape reddish brown, each 
feather obsoletely margined darker, and the forehead tinged with 
chestnut ; lores and a band on each side of the crown, the two bands 
more or less blending on the upper back, black ; a white super- 
cilium commencing at the eye and reaching to the nape ; ear- 
coverts and sides of neck pale fulvous brown ; upper plumage 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the exposed parts of the wings 
and tail ; lower plumage pale fulvous, whitish on the chin and 
throat, suffused with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and 
abdomen and on the under tail-coverts. 

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy ; bill dull black or dark brown, 
generally pale at the base of the lower mandible ; iris sometimes 
yellowish red, sometimes pale yellowish or sienna-brown or slatv- 
pink {Hume Davison ). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . The northern portion of Tenasserim, where this 
bird has been procured at Pahpoon, and the central portion, where 
it has been found on Muleyit mountain at 5000 to 6000 feet of 
elevation. 

Habits , Sfc. Davison informs us that this bird feeds much on the 
ground and among the low brushwood, entirely on insects. It is 
by no means shy, and when alarmed utters its note repeatedly. 
He found the nest on Muleyit, a globular structure of dry reed- 
leaves lined with fibres, situated on the ground at the base of a 
plant. The eggs, three in number, are white, spotted with black 
and smudged with brown, and measure '78 by '59. 

179. Schoeniparus mandellii. Manclelli’s Tit-Babbler. 

Minla mandellii, Godwin- Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xvii, p. 83 (1876) ; 
Hume, S. F. iv, p. 490 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 82, 
200, xlvii, p. 25 j id. Ibis, 1878, p. 116 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 

p. 610. 

Proparus mandellii {Godio.-Austd), Hume, Cat. no. 622 ter; id. S. F. 
xi, p. 250. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape reddish brown, each 
feather distinctly margined with dark brown, and the forehead 
tinged with chestnut ; lores and a hand on each side of the crown, 
the two hands more or less blending on the upper back, black ; 
the upper back, the hind neck, and the sides of the neck streaked 
with fulvous and dark brown or black, the inner webs of the feathers 
being fulvous, and the outer brown or black ; a white supercilium 
commencing at the eye and reaching to the nape ; ear-coverts dark 
rfk&!r-brown ; upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the 
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exposed parts of the wings and tail ; lower plumage pale fulvous, 
suffused with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen 
and on the under tail-coverts. 

Legs and feet pale yellowish fleshy-brown; bill black; iris 
reddish maroon (Hume ) ; iris red (Oockburn ) ; iris dark red-brown 
( Godw.-jiust.). 

Length about 5*5; tail 2*3; wing 2*3; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape *6. 



Fig. 49.— Head of 8. mandellii. 


This species differs from 8. dubius in having the hind neck and 
the sides of the neck streaked, the crown darker rufous, with more 
prominent dark edges to the feathers, the ear-coverts much darker 
brown, and the chin and throat fulvous. A specimen from the 
pine-forests of the Salween is somewhat intermediate. 

Distribution . The Daphla, Ndga, and Khasi hills ; Manipur. 

Habits , dfc. Hume observes that this bird keeps in small parties 
of three to six in number, and haunts the brushwood, balsams, and 
other plants growing in the deep shade of forests. It is active 
nimble, and restless. J 


180. Schceniparus rufigularis. The Red-throated Tit-Babbler , 

MandeUi, 8.F.i, p. 410 (1873); Godw.-Amt 
A. M. N. H. (4) xvn, p. 33 ; id. J. A . 8. B. xlv, pt, ii, p. 1$)9. 

P* ^ Hume, Cat. p. 618 bis ; Shaipe, Cat I). M vii, 
p. 610 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 249. * 

Alcippe .collaris, Wald. A. M. JV. H. (4) xiv, p, 156 (1874) • Hxmw 
8. F. in, p. 281 ; Godw.-Aust J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 82. ™ ' 

a S 0h - r f^ n ' f? re n h “ d \ c ^ wn > and na P e chestnut, bounded on 
each side by a black band, the two bands blending on the nane * 
lores and a supercUium, below and next to the black band, white • 

S^ P r + ? art ,° f the ear ^ overts and a P a teh below the eye 
biaebshj the lower part of the ear-coverts rufous, connected 
together by a broad chestnut band across the throat ; upp er 

aTld tail 1 ollve - gree n, the outer webs of the ram 
and tail suffused with fulvous ; chm, throat, and centre of breast 

tinJ!? witif 11 7 h ' r f“ ainder of lower plumage olivaceous 
tn^ed with rufous on the under tail-coverts. 6 S> 

* l<m ‘ 6 ' 6i M 2i ™8 2-1! tom ’86; bill from 
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Distribution. The Bhutan doars ; Daphla hills ; Naga hills ; Ma- 
nipur. 

Habits, ^c. This Tit-Babbler appears to be numerous on the Daphla 
hills at 3000 feet of elevation. S othing about its habits is on record. 

Genus SITTIPAIUJS, n. gen. 

The genus for which I propose the name of Sittiparus (with 
S. cinerem as the type) contains two birds which are quite different 
from Schcenipams on the one hand, aud from Proparus and Lioparus 
on the other. 

In 1844 (J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 989) Hodgson proposed the name 
of Gerthiparus for S. castaneioeps . This name had, however, been 
given by Lafresnaye two years previously to some birds from New 
Zealand, and Hodgson’s name cannot therefore be retained. _ 

Sittiparus is one of the genera of Timeliine birds with a Tit-like 
bill. It differs from ScJioeniparus in having the tail very much 
shorter than the wing, and from Proparus and Lioparus in having 
no hairs overhanging the nostrils. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Head grev $ a long black supercilium 8. cinereus, p. 171. 

b . Head chestnut ; no black supercilium 8. castaneioeps , p. 17~. 


181. Sittiparus cinereus. The Dusky-green Tit-Babbler . 

Minla einerea, Blytk, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 449 (1847) ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, 
p. 255 ; Cfodwm-Austen, J. A. 8. B . xxxix, pt. u, p. 109 ; Blanf. 
J ; A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 166 ; Hume, Cat. no. 620. 

Lciothrix einerea (Blyth), Blyth f Cat. p. 100 ; JSorsf. fy M. Cat. l, 
p. 307 ; Moore, P. Z. 8. 1854, p. 142. 

The Dusky-green Hill-Tit , Jerd. 



Fig. 50.— Head of S. cinereus. 

Coloration. Upper plumage greyish green, the feathers of the 
forehead, crown, and nape margined with black ; a broad h 
band on each side of the crown from the f< crehead to the nape, 
terminating in a number of streaks on the upper back ; a broad 
pale yellow supercilium from the bill to the nape undertheblack 
coronal band j a spot in front of the eye and a band behind, black , 
ear-coverts mingled greyish and black ; cheeksy ellow, PP®, > 
wings and tail suffused on the outer webs of the feathers with the 
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colour of the buck ; chin, throat, breast, abdomen, and under tail- 
coverts yellow; sides of neck, breast, and abdomen olivaceous. 

Bill dusky ; legs fleshy yellow ; iris brown (Jenhm). 

Length about 4-5; tail 1-7; wing 2 3 ; tarsus -S ; hill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhiin ; the Tvhasi hills. 

There is nothing on record about the habits of this bird. 


1S2. Sittiparns castaneiceps. The Chest nut -headed Tit-IiaMder. 

Minla castaniceps, Hodr/s . Inch Dev. 1838, p. 33 ; Jerd. //. I. ii, p, 2*V # ; 

Godio.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 100. 

Leiothrix castaniceps ( Hodf/s .), Bli/th , Cat. p. 100 ; Ilnrsf. vV M. ('at. 
i, p. 367. 

Minla castaneiceps ( Hodgs .), Hume, N. dft. }>. .*503 ; Wald. in Myth's 
Birds Bwrmrp. 110 ; Daviso w, 8. T\ v, p. 450 ; din ate 8 / far. *V„ ft. 
vi, p. 372 ; Hume, Cat. no. 010; Scully, 8. F. \iit, p. 320; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 146; Sharpe , Cat B. M. vii, p. 008; ftalradnri, Ann. 
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. G01 ; Hume, 8. ft. x\, p. 210. 

Minla brimneicauda, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p* OOi) ( 1**3). 

Sittiparus castaneiceps (J Todgs.), Oates in Hume's N. $ ft. 2nd wl. i, 

p. 118. 

The Chestnut-headed Hill-Tit, Jerd. 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape diestind-hrow n, the 
feathers of the forehead with broad white si reaks, those of flit* 


crown and nape with pale rufous streaks ; sides of tin* forehead, 
lores, abroad supercilium, the ear-covert s 7 and a patch under the 
eye white; a spot in front of the eve, a broad streak behind the 
eye and over the ear-coverts, and a narrow mousfuehial streak 
black ; back, scapulars, rump, and the smaller wing-coverts olive- 
green, tinged with fulvous ; greater wing-coverts and prittmrv- 
coverts black ; winglet white on the outer webs, black on the inner ; 
the earlier primaries edged with hoary grey, the others and the 
secondaries edged with chestnut on the base of the outer webs, with 
olive-green on the other parts ; tertiarics broadly edged with olive- 
green on both webs ; chin, throat, breast, abdomen, and under tad- 
coverts pale fulvous white; sides of breast am! bodv odimeeous : 
under wing-coverts white. 

Upper mandible dusky; the lower livid, yellow at base; iris 
crimson (in one bird dark brownish red); gape yellow : feet dim-v 
greenish yellow ; claws yellowish horny (Scully). 

Length about 4-5; tail 1*6; wing 2-2; ‘tarsus %S ; bill from gape *of>. 

I cannot separate S. brunneicawla, and I believe that Sharpe 
himself does not now consider it distinct. 1 


Distribution . Nepal, Sikhim, the Khiisi and <*aro hills, Manipur, 
Karennee and Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. 

Habits,#* Davison says:- “This little bird was common on the 
slopes of Muleyit from 3500 feet and upwards, usually going 
about in flocks of twenty or more, and hunting in a systematic 
manner amongst the brushwood and trees, paring into Sry 
crack and cranny andkeeping up the whole time a low twittering/* 
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Two nests of this species were found by Davison on Muleyit 
mountain in February. In both cases the nests were constructed of 
green moss lined with fibres and dry leaves, and were cup-shaped. 
One nest was placed in a masss of creepers about five feet from 
the ground, and the other in the moss growing on the trunk of a 
large tree. The eggs were white minutely spotted with black, and 
three in number in each instance; they measured ‘73 by *57. 


Genus PMPARUS, Hodgs., 1841. 

The genus Proyanus is the third of the Timeliine genera with a 
Tit-like bill. It may be recognized by the hairs which overhang 
the nostrils, the narrower bill, and the immense hind claw which is 
as long as the hind toe ; the rietal bristles are short. The tail and 
wing are about equal in length. 

This genus agrees in every minute particular with Fulvetta of 
David and Oustalet, which was instituted for some birds from the 
mountains of China. 


183. Proparus vinipectus. The Plain-brown Tit-Babbler . 

8iva vinipectus, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 89. 

Leiothrix vinipectus ( Ilodys .), Bhjth, Cat. p. 100 ; Hors/, fy M. Cat. 

i, p. ms. 


Uodu'.-Auxt. J. A, s. is. xmi, pi. n, p. ^ ] 

id. Cat . no 022; Oates in Hume's N. $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 119. 
Alcippe vinipectus ( llodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. JB. M. vii, p. bl9. 

The Plain' Brown IIM- Thrush, Jerd. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape,, back, and scapulars vinous 
brown ; lores dusky ; a very broad white superciliutn to the nape, 
bordered above by a black baud reaching beyond the nape, which 
tends to meet its fellow on the upper back ; rump and upper wing- 
and tail- coverts ferruginous ; tail brown, washed with ferruginous 
on the base and the outer webs; the earlier primaries edged with 
hoary grey, the next few entirely black on the outer webs, the 
remaining quills ferruginous on the outer webs; ear-coverts and 
cheeks vinous brown like the crown ; chin, throat, and upper breast 
white, with indistinct dusky streaks; lower breast vinous ; abdomen, 
flanks, and under tail-coverts fulvous. ,«■ * 

Bill and legs fleshy brown (Mon) ; iris dark brown (Hume 
Coll); iris pale ochre;. legs and feet pale umber-grey (Godw^ 
Aust.); iris yellow, with a reddish tinge; legs livid; bill dusky 

above, livid below (Blanf.). ^ ^ _ . ... - 

Length about 4-8; tail 2*2 j wing 2-3; tarsus *9; bill from 

^distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to J3iU>im ■*]> 
to elevations of 11,000 feet or more ; Japvo peak, Burrail range at 
9000 feet. 
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Habits , Sfc. 0£ this bird nothing is recorded except the nidification . 
It breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing a cup-shaped 
nest of grass and bamboo-leaves in the branches of dense brush- 
wood not much above the ground. One egg described by Hume 
was pale green with sepia .marks, and measured *78 by *55. 


Genus LIOPARUS, n. gen. 

I propose the name of Lioparus for the last of the four genera 
of Tit-like Timeliince , with L. chrysceus as the type, a bird which has 
been placed in the genus Proparus by most authors. 

Lioparus differs from Schceniparus and Sittipai'us by having 
numerous hairs overhanging the nostrils, and from Proparus by 
its long rictal bristles which reach nearly to the tip of the bill, by its 
broader bill, and by its much smaller hind claw, which measures 
much less than the hind toe. 

The plumage of this bird is remarkably sleek and soft. 


184. Lioparus chrysaeus. The Golden-breasted Tit-Babbler. 

Proparus ? chrysaeus, Hodgs . in Gray' sJZool. Misc. p. 84 (1844). 
Proparus chrysotis (Hodgs.), Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xin, p. 988 (1844), 
Leiothrix chrysotis (Hodgs.) , Blyth, Cat. p. 100. 

Leiothrix chrysceus (Hodgs.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 867. 

Proparus chrysaeus (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 256 ; Blanf J. A. 8. B. 
xii, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume , 
N. j E. p. 394 ; id. Cat. no. 621 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, 
pt. ii, p. 19 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 250. 

Alcippe chryssea {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 627. 

Lioparus chrysaeus (Hodgs.), Oates in Hume's N. ty B. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 120. 

Prong-samyer-pho, Lepeh. 


Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, and lores soft blackish ashy ; 
ear-coverts, cheeks, and a ring round the eye silvery white, the 
first streaked with ashy ; back and scapulars ashy olive ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts olive-green ; tail brown, the basal two thirds of 
the outer webs of all the feathers margined with orange-yellow ; 
wing-coverts black ; wiugs dark brown, the first five primaries edged 
with orange-yellow ; the secondaries all broadly margined with 
orange-yellow and tipped white ; tertiaries broadly margined with 
white interiorly; chin and throat silvery ashy brown ; remainder of 
lower plumage bright orange-yellow 
Bill plumbeous ; legs pale fleshy; iris brown (Jerdon). 

Length about 4-5; tail 1*9; wing 2*1 j tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *45. 


, Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim ; the Daphla and Eastern Ndga 
hills ; Manipur. Pound on hills and mountains up to 9000 feet or 
probably higher. 

^Habits, 6fc. Absolutely nothing is known about the general habits 
of this bird. Of its nidification Hodgson relates that it lays three 
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Distribution. Sikhim and Manipar, only at considerable elevations. 
There are some specimens of this bird in the British Museum, col- 
lected by Hodgson, but it is not clear whether they were obtained 

in Nepal or in Sikhim. . , _ 

Habits , Sfo. As remarked by >Jerdon, this species is probably a 
ground feeder in thick brushwood} and its food consists of insects. 


G-enus TUKDINtTLUS, Hume, 1878. 

The proper position of this genus is doubtless near the thick- 
billed genera such as Drymocatafohus , but it is more convenient to 
place it here. 1 

In Turdinulus the tail is reduced to a minimum in length. The 
bill is of the same shape as that ofi Drymocataphus (fig. 41, p. 146), 
and the nostrils of both genera arfe alike. The rictal bristles are 
moderate. \ 


186. Tnrdunxlns robertiA Robert's Babbler . 

Myiothera mnrina, Mull, apud Blytlklbis, 1865, p. 47. 

Pnoepyga caudata, Blyth, apud Gotibo.-Aust. J. A. 8. JB. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 101 (1870). \ 

Pnoepyga roberti, Godw.-Aust, <$r WaM. Ibis , 1875, p. 252; Godto .- 
Amt. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii,p. 195; Hume , 8. F. iv, p. 218. 

Turdinulus roberti (G.~A. § Wald.), Huhe , 8. F. vi, p. 234 (1878) ; 
Hume . Cat. no. 332 ter ; Sharpe , Notes Leyd. Mus. vi, p. 173. 

Turdinulus murinus {Mull.), apud Hume, S. jRix, p. 115 ; Oates, B. B , 
i, p. 62 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 593. 

Coloration . Upper plumage with the tail and exposed parts of 
the wings rufescent olive-brown, the forehead decidedly fulvous, the 
feathers of the crown, nape, and back edged witliSblack, and those 
of the back with fulvous shaft-streaks, as also thobe of the lesser 
wing-coverts, the median and greater coverts and Wtiaries with 
terminal fulvous-white spots ; lores and a long supercuium to the 
nape fulvous; sides of' the head fulvous mottled withokck, the 
ear-coverts with paler shafts, .and the cheeks narrowly banabd with 
black ; chin and throat pale fulvous, generally quite plain, occasion- 
ally with a few very minute brown specks ; breast and abdomen' 
fulvous, the edges of the feathers broadly brown ; sides of body 
and thighs nearly uniform fulvescent brown ; under tail-coverts 
ferruginous. 

Legs, feefc, and claws pale brown and brown to pale fleshy-brown 
and dusky fleshy ; upper mandible brown to black, lower' pale to 
dark plumbeous ; iris brown, light brown, cinnabar, sienna-brown, 
deep brown {Hume). 

^Length about 4-5 ; tail -9 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 

Distribution. Asalu and also at Chakha in the Manipur hills ; 
-Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim at 5000 feet and upwards! 
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b. Tail much shorter than tarsus. 

e". Breadth of hill at the nostrils greater 

than its depth Tesia, p. 191. 

f". Breadth of hill at the nostrils equal to 

its depth Oligura, p. 193. 

Genus MYIOPHONEUS, Temminck, 1823. 

The genus Myiophoneus contains a few species of birds of very 
brilliant blue plumage. Three occur within our limits and others 
are found in China and the Malayan islands. 

In Myiophoneus the bill is very stout, but somewhat shorter than 
the head, compressed laterally, and considerably hooked at the tip, 
and the nostrils are round. * The wing is rounded, but not nearly 
so much so as in Arrenga. The legs and feet are remarkably strong. 

The young birds are very similar to the adults, but for the first 
few weeks or perhaps months the brilliant glossy spots of the adult 
are absent. The adults of both sexes resemble each other. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Bill more or less yellow. 

a!. Median wing-coverts tipped white M. temmincki , p. 178. 

V. Median wing-coverts plain M. evgenii, p. 179. 

b . Bill entirely black M. horsfiehu , p. 180. 


1 87. Myiophoneus temmincki. The Himalayan Whistling-Thrush. 

Myiophonus temminckii, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 171 ; Gould , Cent. 
pi. 21 ; Bhjth, Cat p. 159 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 500 ; Hume, N. # B. 
p. 221 ; Hume § Henderson , , Zah . to Yark. n. 187 ; Hume , 8. F. 
li, p. 331, iii, p. 105 j id. Cat no. 343 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 281 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 18 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 7 j Hume , 8, F. 
xi, p. 122 ; Oates in Hume's N. § B. 2nd ed. i, p. 120. 

Myiophonus cseruleus (Scop.), apud Horsf. § M. Cat i, p. 199. 

The Yellow-billed Whistling-Thrush , Jerd. ; Kastura, of the Hills (N.W. 
Himalaya) ; KaJjit, of the Doon ; Chamong-pho. Lepch. : Tetiman . Bhut. : 
Simtung, Khasi. 1 r ' * 

Coloration. Lores and base of forehead black, the forehead higher 
up bright cobalt-blue ; the whole plumage blue, each feather tipped 
with glistening blue; wings and tail overlaid with cobalt-blue on 
the outer webs ; lesser wing-coverts black, with broad margins of 
glistening cobalt-blue ; median wing-coverts tipped with white. 

The young have the upper plumage and wings dull blue without 
the glistening tips ; the whole lower plumage dull black : tail like 
that of .the adult. 

, y©llow, the culmen and the base of the upper mandible 
blackish; iris brown; feet and claws black. 

Length about 13*5 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from 
gape 1-6. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Hazara country and Gfflgit 
to the Daphla hills in Assam ; the hill-ranges south of Assam ; 
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Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan, and probably the whole country west 
of the Irrawaddy river ; Karennee and the Karen hills, where this 
is found together with the next species. This bird also extends 
into Afghanistan and Turkestan. 

In summer this species is found up to 11,000 feet, but in winter 
it descends to lower levels and even to the plains. In Cachar it is 
said to be merely a winter visitor. 

Habits , fye. This species frequents hill-streams and torrents, 
perching on rocks and snags and feeding largely on snails, the shells 
of which are frequently found accumulated on the ground where 
the bird has been in the habit of breaking them up. It has a loud 
and pretty whistling note. It breeds from April to June, con- 
structing a massive cup-shaped nest of roots and moss in a crevice 
of a rock or in the root of some up-turned tree in the river-bed 
near or under a waterfall, and laying from three to five eggs, which 
are pale grey or green, speckled with pink and brown. The eggs 
measure 1*42 by 1. 

188. Myiophoneus eugenii. The Burmese Whistling-Thrush. 

Myiophoneus eugenei, Hume, S. F. i, p. 475 (1873), iii, p. 106, v, 
p. 113, note ; Hume § JDav. S. F. vi, p. 236 ; Hume , Cat. no. 343 bis ; 
Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 176 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 204 ; id. B. B. i, p. 17 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 9; Salvador i, Ann. Mus . Civ. Gen. (2) 
v, p. 610 ; Oates in Htnn&s N. $ H. 2nd ed. i, p. 123. 



Fig. 52. — Head of M. mgenii. 


Coloration . Resembles M. tmminclci. Differs in having the 
median upper wing-coverts without the conspicuous white tips of 
that species, and in having a bill much larger and with less black on 
the upper mandible. 

Bill orange-yellow, the region of the nostrils and a portion of 
the culmen dark brown ; mouth yellow ; iris umber-brown ; eyelids 
straw-yellow ; legs black. 

Length about 13*5 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Distribution . The whole of Pegu east of the Irrawaddy river ; 
the Karen hills ; Karennee ; the pine-forests of the Salween river ; 
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the central portion of Tenasserim, and the Thoungyeen valley ; 
extending into Siam. 

Habits , Sfc. Like the preceding species, the present bird is found 
in rocky streams as a rule, but Mr. Lea procured the only specimen 
that he observed in Tenasserim near the Larin Oaves of Moulmein. 
Bingham got the nest in April in the Thoungyeen valley. It was 
made of green moss and black roots and fibres, and was placed on 
a dead tree which had been caught by rocks in the river-bed. The 
eggs were of a pale stone-colour, spotted with reddish brown, and 
measured about 1*48 by 1*02. 


189. Myiophoneus horsfieldi. The Malabar Whistling-Thrush . 

Myiophonus horsfieldii, Vigors , P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 35 ; Gould, Cent . 
pi. 20; Blyth, Cat p. 159; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 200 ; Jerd. B. 1 . 
i, p. 499 ; JBlanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; McMaster , *7. A . 
8. B. ad, pt. ii, p. 211 ; Hume, N. $ E. p. 221 ; Ball, 8 . F. ii, p. 40G, 
iii, p. 292 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 469 ; Bourdillon, 8. F. iv, p. 398 ; 
Davidson fy Wenden, S. F. vii, p. 81 ; Ball , 8. F. vii, p. 212 ; 
Hume, Cat no. 342 ; Davison , 8. F. x, p. 373; 8harpe, Cat B. M. 
vii, p. 10 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 168 ; Oates in Hume's N. & E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 124. 

Guntaruhhee, Canarese. 


Coloration . The whole head and neck deep black, with a crescentic 
hand of bright cobalt-blue on the anterior portion of the crown ; 
upper plumage black, each feather broadly edged with blue ; tail 
blue, with black shafts ; lesser wing-coverts cobalt-blue ; middle 
coverts black, tipped with cobalt-blue ; greater coverts black, edged 
with blue : outer webs of the quills chiefly blue, inner webs black ; 
breast and abdomen black, fringed with cobalt-blue ; vent and under 
tail-coverts dull blue. 


The young have the wings and tail like the adult, but all the 
other parts of the plumage dull black. 

Iris deep brown ; legs and bill black (Davison). 

Length about 12; tail 4*5; wing 6*2; tarsus 1*9; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

. Distribution. The Indian peninsula. To the north-west this spe- 
cies has been noticed as far as Monnt Abu and to the north-east as 
tar as Sirguja and Sambalpur ; it extends down to Travancore. It 
has not, however, been recorded from the Eastern coast of Tnd 'n. 

HabiU, gro. Inhabits forests in the neighbourhood of hill-streams, 
and w found from near the level of the sea up to 6000 feet. Breeds 
Irom March to July, constructing a massive cup-shaped nest of 
roots, dead leaves, and vegetable matter on some rock in a monntain- 

01 a 1 tf S6 , oi . * cli 5 or 7el 7 frequently in a hole of some 
tree a considerable height from the groirnd. The eggs, three in 

«n^I’ Q are Sal v m0 r? 0 !°i; r6d or pink marked with pinkish brown, 
wldstTe b? ' 95 - The * ote of this bird is a fine 
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Genus LARVIVORA, Hodgs., 1837. 

The genus Larvivora contains two species, one of which is 
confined to India and the other is found in the eastern portion 
of the Empire and Eastern Asia in general. The first is a migra- 
tory bird in a small degree, moving from the hills to the plains and 
back again according to season ; of the second very -little is known 
except that it has a very extensive range. 

In Larvivora the sexes differ in colour, and all the evidence I 
have been able to collect points to the fact that the nestling resembles 
the female. The position of this genus is therefore in this sub- 
family, to which its coloration, habits, long legs, and short tail further 
ally it. 

In this genus the bill is slender and about half the length of the 
head and the nostrils are long ovals. The wing is somewhat pointed, 
with the first primary of comparatively small size ; the tarsus is 
slender and long and the tail is very much shorter than the wing, 
whereas in the Robins, to which the Blue Chats bear considerable 
resemblance, the tail is proportionately much longer. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Upper plumage blue. 

a\ Lower plumage white L. cyanea <J , p. 181. 

b'. Lower plumage bright chestnut L. bnmnea $ , p. 182. 

b. Upper plumage olive-brown. 

d. Throat and breast pale fulvous, mottled with 

brown L. cyanea 2, p. 181. 

d\ Throat and breast bright fulvous, mottled 

with brown L. brunnea 2 , p. 182. 


ISO. Larvivora cyanea. The Siberian Blue Ghat. 

Motacilla cyane, Fall. Bets. Buss. Beichs, iii, p. 697 (1776). 
Larvivora gracilis, Swinh. Ibis , 1861, p. 262. 

Brachypteryx vel Callene, sp., Beavan , Ibis, 1870, p. 321 ; Blyth Birds 
Burm. p. 101. 

Larvivora cyane (Fall.), Wald, in Blyth’s Birds Burm. p. 101 ; Hume 
8f JDav . S. F. vi, pp. 335, 516 ; Hume , Cat. no. 507 bis ,* Bingham, 
8. F. ix, p. 185 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 213 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 198. 
Erithacus cyaneus (Fall.), Seebohm , Cat. B. M, v, p. 303 ; Oates, B. B. 
i, p. 13. 



Eig. 53. — Head of L. cyanea. 


Coloration. Male. The base of the bill, the lores, and a line 
Tin at the cheeks black ; cheeks, ear-coverts, and the whole upper 
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plumage Triue; wings and tail brown, washed with blue on 
the outer webs ; the whole lower plumage pure white, the flanks 
washed with brown. 

Female. The whole upper plumage aud the lesser upper wing- 
coverts olive-brown, tinged with russet on the upper tail-coverts ; 
greater coverts and quills brown, suffused with rufous on the outer 
webs, the former also distinctly tipped with rufous ; tail brown, 
suffused with russet ; forehead, lores, and sides of the bead rufous, 
mottled with brown ; middle of chin and throat, the abdomen, and 
under tail-coverts pure white ; sides of the chin and the throat and 
the whole breast pale fulvous, each feather margined with brown, 
causing a mottled appearance ; sides of the body plain fulvous. 

The young are coloured like the female. Young males assume 
a little blue on the back and upper tail-coverts at an early age. 

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy white ; upper mandible in the male 
dark, in the female pale horny brown ; lower mandible fleshy white 
or pale brown ; gape fleshy white ; (one male had the upper mandible 
horny black;) irides deep brown (Davison). 

Length 5-0 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape *7. 

. Distribution . Has been procured in Lower Pegu by myself and 
in various localities in Tenasserim by Davison and Bingham. Hume 
obtained this bird in Manipur at the end of April. In the Pin will 
Collection m the British Museum there is a specimen which is said 
to have been procured in the N.W. Himalayas near Simla. I 
know of no other instance of the occurrence of the present species 
in India proper; but Seebohm asserts that it winters in North India 
a somewhat sweeping statement which requires confirmation. 

V 2° means certain that this bird is more than a partial 
in hToi + PF° cure ^ d the 01 % specimen I ever met with 

WW W tT - he 21s t and tli e fact that specimens were col- 
lected by Davison and Bmgham only in the winter months goes for 

JT&SZtt xs remembered that the collection of birds is suspended 
m Burma m great measure in the wet season or summer months 

SSSS iStfSZSZ* and tke -P-^y Of the ££ 

8iS a Wide range ’ being found » Asia from 

* f Tixia Blue Chat keeps entirely to the ground in dense 

vegetation, and occurs solitarily or in pairs. S dense 

191. Larvivora hrnnnea. The Indian Blue Chat. 

tsea msnsfi 5*5 

s **• *• 170 o«o. 
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iv, p. 259; Davidson fy Wenden , 8. F. vii, p. 83; Ball, S. F. vii, 
p. 2] 6 ; Hume , Cat. no. 507 ; Broolcs, 8 . F. viii, p. 474 ; Vidal , S . 
F. ix, p. 66 ; Butler , 8. F. ix, p. 405 ; Davison , 8. F. x, p. 389 ; 
Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 208 ; Hume, 8 . -F. xi, p. 197. 

Erithacus brunneus (Hodgs.), Seel ohm, Cat B. M. v, p. 302. 

The Blue Wood-Chat, Jerd. ; Manzhil-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . JfaZg. The lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts black, 
produced as a band down the sides of the neck ; a distinct white 
supercilium to the nape ; the whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
and the exposed parts of the wings and tail dull blue ; point of 
the chin and a narrow line bordering the black cheeks white ; 
throat, breast, and sides of the body bright chestnut ; under wing- 
coverts blue ; remainder of the lower plumage white. 

Female . Yery similar to the female of L. cyanea , differing merely 
by the greater intensity of the fulvous on the breast. 

The young resemble the adult female. 

Bill black ; legs and feet fleshy ; iris very dark brown (Davison). 

Of about the same size as L . cyanea. 

Distribution. Every suitable portion of India proper from Murree 
to Shillong and down to Travancore and Ceylon. In many parts 
of the Himalayas and on the Nilgiris this bird is a permanent resi- 
dent, but in the plains it appears to be merely a winter visitor. Its 
migrations, however, are very limited in extent, resolving them- 
selves chiefly to movements from one elevation to another according 
to season and not extending far horizontally. 

Habits, <$fc. This species is found in forests and thick jungle. 
It appears to feed entirely on the ground and to be of a shy nature. 
It breeds on the higher portions of its range, constructing a small 
nest of moss and leaves in a hole in a tree. The eggs are pale 
brownish or greenish, speckled with brownish red, and measure 
about *98 by -67. 


Genus ARRENGA, Lesson, 1831. 

The genus Arrenga is represented within our limits by one 
species, an inhabitant of Ceylon. The history of the genus is very 
incomplete owing to its rarity, but there can be little doubt that its 
position is in this subfamily. 

In general appearance Arrenga resembles Myiopkoneus , but the 
two genera differ in the shape of the wing. In Arrenga the bill is 
stout, half as long as the head, and well bent down at the tip ; the 
rietal bristles are long and the nostrils rounded. The wing is very 
rounded and blunt, the tarsus long and thick, and the tail short 
and nearly square. 

192. Arrenga blighi. The Ceylon Arrenga. 

Arrenga blighi, Holdsworth , P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 444, pi. 19; Hume , S. F. 
vii, p. 378 ; id. Cat. no. 343 ter. 
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Myiophoneus blighi ( Holdsw .), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 463, pi. 20, 
figs. 1, 2 ; Shmye } Cat . B. M. vii, p. 13. 

Coloration . The adult male has entire head and neck black ; back, 
scapulars, breast, and abdomen dull blue ; region of the vent brown ; 
ramp and upper tail-coverts russet-brown ; tail brown, edged on 
the outer webs with rufous ; lesser wing-coverts cobalt-blue ; the 
other coverts and the quills dark brown, narrowly- edged with bluish. 

Ayounger male has the whole plumage ferruginous, lighter below, 
and the back and scapulars suffused with a tinge of blue ; the 
upper tail-coverts brighter ferruginous ; tail brown, edged with 
ferruginous ; lesser wing-coverts cobalt-blue as in the adult ; the 
other coverts and the quills brown, edged with ferruginous. 

The nestling, according to Holds worth, is brown, darker on the 
upper surface and more rufous below ; the feathers of the fore- 
head, throat, and breast centred with yellow-brown ; an indication 
of blue on the carpal joint. 



JFig. 54. — Head of A blighi . 

According to Legge the adult female is similar to the adult male, 
but has the wing-spot lighter in colour, and at the same time of a 
brighter tint than in the male. 

Iris brown ; bill, legs, and feet black ( Legge ). 

Length about 8; tail 3*1; wing 4*1; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

There are only two skins of this rare bird in the British Museum. 
One is evidently an adult male, and the other apparently a young 
male with traces of blue appearing on the back and scapulars. 
Both birds are described above. 

Distribution. Ceylon, where this bird is found in dense vegetation 
on the hills. 


Genus BKACHYPTERYX, Horsf., 1821. 

The two Indian birds which I place in this genus are absolutely 
congeneric with Brachygteryoe montana, the type of the genus. 
They have hitherto been placed in Callene , the type of which is C. 
frontalis ; ^ but they are not only not congeneric with this bird, 
but they belong, in my opinion, to quite another family. Callene 
is a true Thrush with the young mottled ; B ra chyjpteryx, according 
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to the evidence before me, is a Crateropodine bird with the young 
similar to the adult. The two genera are also in structure quite 
different, especially with regard to the length of the tail and 
tarsus. 

In Brachypteryx the bill is about half the length of the head, 
strong and broad at the base ; the nostrils are long ovals and they 
are overhung by the greatly lengthened shafts of the frontal 
feathers; the rictal bristles are long. The wing is short and 
rounded ; the tarsus smooth and of considerable length, and the 
tail is short and square or nearly so. The sexes are alike in all 
respects, and both species are non-migratory and confined to small 
tracts of hill-country. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Sides of abdomen slaty blue B. albiventris , p. 185. 

b. Sides of abdomen pale chestnut B. rufiventris , p. 185. 


193. Brachypteryx albiventris. The White-bellied Short-wing. 

Callene albiventris, Fairbanks Blanf. P. Z. S. 1867, p. 833, pi 39 ; 
id. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 132 ; 
Hume , K. fy E. p. 220 ; Pairbank , 8. F. v, p. 402, vii, p. 35 ; 
Hwne, Cat no. 339 bis ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 15 ; Terry, S. 
F. x, p. 473. 

Brachypteryx albiventris ( Fairb .), Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 128. 

Coloration. Lores and a narrow frontal band deep black ; above 
these a band of bluish white ; centre of abdomen, vent, and under 
tail-coverts white ; with these exceptions the whole plumage and 
the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail are dark slaty 
blue. 

Bill black ; feet leaden black ; iris buff (FairbanJc). 

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus 1*15; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The Palni hills and Southern Travancore from 
1000 feet upwards. 

Habits , Sfc. According to Pairbank these birds live in thickets 
and are hard to discover. At the breeding-season the males have a 
sweet song. The breeding-season is May and June. The nest is 
placed in a hole of a tree or bank and is made of moss. The eggs, 
generally two in number, are greyish green, thickly covered with 
brown marks. They measure about *93 by *63. 


194. Brachypteryx rufiventris. The Bufous-bellied Short-wing. 

Phoenicura major, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L . S. xiii, p. 170 (1844). 
Brachypteryx major (Jerd.), Blyth , Cat. p. 178. 

Callene rufiventris, Blyth, Jerd. B, 1. i, p. 496 ; id . > Ibis , 1872, p. 132 ; 
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Hume, N. § E. p. 219 ; id. Cat. no. 339 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 372 ; 
Sharpe, Cat . B, M. m, p. 16. 

Bracliypteryx rufiventris (Jerd.), Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 129. 

Coloration . Lores and the feathers in front of the eye black : 
forehead and a band over the lores pale blue ; the whole upper 
plumage, the visible portions of the closed wings and tail, the sides 
of the head and neck, the chin, throat, and breast dark slaty blue ; 
middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder of the lower plumage 
pale chestnut. 

Bill black ; legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; claws darker ; iris 
dark brown (Dcwison). 

Length nearly 7 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 



Fig. 55. — Head of B. rufiventris. 


Distribution . The Nilgiris, Bramhagiris and adjoining hill-ranges, 
from about 5500 to 7000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. According to Davison this species keeps to the denser 
portion of the undergrowth in evergreen forests, where it lives 
entirely on the ground. It is found in pairs or singly, and the 
male has a pleasing little song. It breeds in April and May, con- 
structing a nest of green moss in a hole of a tree or a bank, and 
laying two or three eggs, which are olive-brown with reddish-brown 
marks round the larger end of the egg. They measure about 1 
by *67. 


G-enus DKYHOCHARES, Gould, 1868. 

The four Indian birds which I place in this genus differ from 
true Brachypteryx in having a much shorter tail and longer tarsus. 

In Drymochares the bill is slender and about half the length of 
the head ; the nostrils are long ovals, and the rictal bristles are 
moderate ; the wing is very rounded and short ; the tarsus ex- 
tremely long, and the tail short. 

In three of the species the sexes are very differently coloured ; 
in the fourth the coloration of the sexes is doubtful. The young 
birds of two species resemble the adult female very closely, and the 
young males Boon assume the garb of the adult male. 

The history of the birds of this genus is in a very unsatisfactory 
and imperfect condition, especially with regard to their nidification 
and distribution. 
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Key to the Species. 

A. Upper plumage chestnut D. stellatus , p. 187. 

B. Upper plumage blue or brown. 

a'. Chin and throat chestnut D. hyperythrus , p. 187. 

b'. Chin and throat blue or rufous ashy 

brown D. oruralis, p. 188. 

c\ Chin and throat white D. nepalensis , p. 183. 


195. Drymochares stellatus. Gould's Short-wing. 

Brachypteryx (Drymochares) stellatus, Gould, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 218. 

Drymochares stellatus (Gould), Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 52. 

Brachypteryx stellatus (Gould), Hume, S. F. vii, p.377; id. Cat . 
no. 338 ter ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 30. 

Coloration. Lores black; forehead, a short eyebrow, sides of 
the head, chin, throat, and breast slaty grey, finely vermiculated 
with white and black lines ; remainder of the lower parts the same 
but suffused with rufous, and each feather with a central triangular 
white patch ; crown, nape, back, scapulars, wing-coverts, upper 
tail-coverts, and tail bright chestnut ; . rump like the lower part of 
the abdomen ; wings brown, the feathers all margined with chest- 
nut. 

The young are apparently unknown, but will probably be found 
to resemble the adults. 

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill 
from gape '7. 

Distribution. Sikhim. Nothing is known about this bird ; but 
Blanford procured one specimen at 12,000-13,000 feet. 

196. Drymochares hyperythrus. The Rusty-bellied Short-whig. 

Brachypteryx hyperythra, Jerd. fy BlytJi, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 201 ; Jerd. 
B. I. i, p. 495 ; Kume, S. F. v, p. 499 ; id. Cat no. 337 ; Sharpe 7 
Cat . B. M. vii, p. 28. 

Coloration. Male. Lores and feathers in front of the eye black ; 
sides of the head and neck and the whole upper plumage, with the 
visible portions of the closed wings and tail, deep blue ; a short and 
partially-concealed eyebrow white ; the entire lower plumage and 
the under wing-coverts bright chestnut. 

Female . The whole upper plumage, with the visible portions of 
the closed wings and tail, olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers 
on the side of the face fulvous ; the entire lower plumage pale 
chestnut, the abdomen whitish, and the sides of the body suffused 
with brown ; no eyebrow. 

The young bird is unknown, but it is probably like the female. 

Bill corneous; legs fleshy; iris brown (Jerdon). 

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*5; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution. Sikhim. Nothing is known about this bird’s habits. 
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197. Drymochares cruralis. The White-browed Short-wing . 

Calliope cruralis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 933 (1843). a 
Brachypteryx cruralis ( BIXCat . p. 178 ; Hors/* fy M. Cat . l, p. 397 ; 
Jwd. B. I A, p. 495; Godio.-Au&t. . J. A . & P. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102 ; 
Blanf. J A* 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 160 ; Hume, N % K p. 219 ; Ward- 
law Ramsay, Ibis , 1875, p. 352 ; Wald . in Bl. Birds Burm . p. 99 ; 
Hume fy Dav. 8, JF. vi, p. 236 ; Hume , Cat, no. 838 ; Oates, B. B. 
i, p. 19 ; Sharpe, Cat . P. ilf. vii, p. 26. 

Brachypteryx rufifrons, Jerd. fy BL B. Z. S, 1861, p. 201. 
Brachypteryx hyperythra, Jerd. Up BL apud Godw.-Attst. J. A. S. B. 
xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102. 

Drymochares cruralis {Blyth), Oates in Hume’s N. JE. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 129. 



Big. 56. — Head of D. cruralis. 

# 

Coloration . Male. Whole plumage slaty blue, the exposed por- 
tions of the quills duller ; middle of the abdomen tinged with ashy ; 
lores and a frontal band black bordered above by white produced 
backwards over the eye. 

Female. Lores, forebead, and round the eye bright ferruginous ; 
sides of the head rufous-brown ; upper plumage rufescent olive- 
brown ; tail and the outer webs of the wings chestnut-brown ; 
lower plumage ashy brown tinged with rufous, especially on the 
under tail-coverts ; a broad but partially concealed supercilium 
white. 

The young resemble the female, but at first they have no trace of 
the white supercilium. 

Iris brown ; bill brown; legs greyish brown ( Wardlaw Ramsay). 

Length about 5*2 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape *7.^ 

Distribution . Nepal ; Sikhim ; the Khasi hills ; Karennee at 
5200 feet. This species occurs up to 8000 feet or higher. 

Habits , Sfc. But little is known of the habits of this bird. It 
appears to breed from April to June. The nest according to 
Hodgson is a globular structure of moss and roots. Hume describes 
several nests found by Mandelli’s men as massive, shallow cups 
composed of fine black roots with a few leaves and a little moss. 
Both authorities agree in stating that the nest is built a short 
distance off the ground in brushwood. The eggs are described as 
being white and measuring about *88 by *63. 


198. Drymochares nepalensis. The Nepal Short-wing . 

Brachypteryx uipalensis, Hodgs., Moore, P Z. S. 1854, p. 74 ; Horsf. 
4 * M. Cat. i, p. 897 5 Jerd. $ Blyth , P. Z. S. 1861, p. 201 ; Jerd. B. I. 
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i, p. 494 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B . xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102 ; Blanf ’ 
J. A. S. B . xli, pt. ii, p. 160 ; Hume fy Dav. 3. F. vi, p. 236 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 336 ; Oates. B. B. i, p. 19 : Sharpe , Cat B. H. vii, 
p. 29 ; Hume, S . F. xi, p. 121. 7 

Drymochares nepalensis (Hodgs.), Oates in Hume’s N. & 12. 2nd ed. 
l, p. 130. 

The White-bellied Short-wing, Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. The lores and a frontal band dark blackish 
blue; a partially concealed white eyebrow; the whole upper 
plumage, sides of the head and neck, cheeks and the visible portions 
of the closed wings and tail dark slaty blue ; chin, throat, and the 
central portion of the abdomen white, somewhat mottled with brown 
specks ; remainder of lower plumage smoky brown. 

Female . The whole upper plumage and sides of the head and 
neck ferruginous olive-brown, the space round the eye ruddier 
than the other parts ; a partially-concealed white eyebrow similar 
to that of the male ; chin, throat, and central portion of the abdo- 
men whitish ; remainder of the lower plumage fulvous. 

The young resemble the female ; the young males assume the 
adult plumage in the first spring. 

Bill dark . brown ; gape whitish ; legs and feet dark purplish 
fleshy ; iris dark brown (j Davison). 

Length nearly 5; tail 1*4 ; wing 2S; tarsus 1-1; bill from 
gape -7- 

Hume and Davison have already noticed the strange fact that 
all the males the latter procured in Tenasserim are similar to the 
female in plumage. I find that the same is the case with all the 
sexed males from Shillong and Manipur. In Sikhim, on the other 
hand, blue males appear to be common enough. 

Distribution . Sikhim ; the Khdsi hills ; Manipur ; Muleyit 
mountain in Tenasserim. It is very doubtful whether Hodgson’s 
specimens in the British Museum came from Nepal. 

This species has been found on the mountains of Perak in the 
Malay peninsula. 

Habits , Sfc. The nest of this species appears to be always globular 
or domed, constructed of dry flags and dry skeleton leaves, and 
placed in brushwood or on a fallen tree a short distance off the 
ground. The eggs are pale stone-colour, marked with pale reddish 
brown, and measure about *8 by *6. 


Genus HODGSONIUS, Bonap., 1850. 

The genus Hodgsonius is represented by a single species, which 
bears considerable resemblance in shape and colour to Brachypteryw, 
but differs in having the sexes differently coloured and the tail 
considerably longer. 

The bill of Hodgsonius resembles that of Drymochares , and the 
rictal bristles are weak. The wing is rounded, and the tarsus is 
lengthened and much graduated. 
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Tbe young appear to resemble the female from the earliest age. 
The only species of this genus is non -migratory, and although 
it is a fairly common bird nothing is on record about its habits. 


199. Hodgsonius phoenicuroides. Hodgson's Short-wing . 

Bradypterus phoenicuroides, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Mtsc. p. 83 (1844) 
(desc. nulla) ; Gray , Cat . Mamin . fyc. Nepal, p. 70, App. p. 153 
(1846). 

Sylvania phoenicuroides {Hodgs.'), Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 180; %d. 
Cat p. 178. 

Hodgsonius phoenicuroides {Hodgs.), Horsf. ty M. Cat i, p. 895 ; Jerd. 
B. I. i, p. 497 ; Hume, Ibis , 1870, p. 529 ; Jerd. Ibis, ] 872, p. 132 ; 
Hume 8f Headers. Lah . to Yark. p. 187, pi. vi ; Hume, Cat. no. 341 ; 
Brooks , 8. F. viii, p. 470 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 81. 

lJumeticola cyanoearpa , Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 108 ($); id. S. F. 
iii, p. 409 ; vii, p. 461. 

Callene hodgsoni, Moore, Jerd . Ibis, 1872, p. 132 ; Hume, S. F. iii, 
p. 411 ; id. Cat no. 339 ter. 

Schoenicola cyanocarpus {Hume), Hume , Cat no. 519 ter. 

The White-bellied Short-wing, Jerd. 

Coloration . Male . The whole body-plumage slaty blue except the 
abdomen, which is white, and the tail-coverts, which are slaty 
blue tipped with whitish ; quills dark brown, washed with blue on 
the outer webs ; tail-feathers blackish suffused with blue, the four 
outer pairs chestnut on the basal 1 half of both webs, the next pair 
chestnut on the basal half of the outer web only. 

Female. Upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-brown, the 
margins of the quills rufous: tail rufous -brown, deeper on the 
parts which are chestnut in the male ; sides of the bead and the 
lower plumage ochraceous ; the abdomen whitish ; and the lower 
tail-coverts dark ochraceous with pale centres and tips. 

The young resemble the female, and young males assume the full 
adult plumage in the first autumn. 

Bill dusky, reddish at the gape ; legs pale red-brown ; iris dark 
brown (Jerdon) ; gape yellow {J. Henderson). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Gulmurg and Sonamurg in 
Kashmir to Bhutan. This species appears to be found at the foot 
of the hills as well as at considerable altitudes. 

Habits, Sfc. Appears to frequent thick underwood. 


Genus ELAPHROBMTS, Legge, 1879. 

The genus Maphrornis contains a single species, which is con- 
fined to tbe higher hills of Ceylon. 

It is a rare bird, and materials for forming an opinion as to its 
position are hardly sufficient. On the whole I am inclin ed to think 
that its place is in this subfamily. 
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• Elaphrornis has the bill siinilar to that of Drymoehares , and short 
rictal bristles ; the wing is extremely rounded, the tail of moderate 
length and much graduated, and the tarsus long. The plumage is 
very soft and ample, especially on the back and rump, 

200. Elaphrornis palliseri. The Ceylon Short-wing. 

Brachypteryx (?) palliseri, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 178 (1861) ; Holds- 
icorth, P. Z. 6. 1872, p. 443, pi. xviii : Hume , S. F. vii. p. 377 : id. 
Cat. no. 338 bis. 

Elaphrornis palliseri (Bl), Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 514, pi. xxiv, fig. 2 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 517 j Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 131. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts 
of the wings olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the tail and upper 
tail-coverts ; lores, the ear-coverts, and under the eye dark brown, 
the ear-coverts with whitish shafts ; a dull white line over the 
lores, extending over the eye ; chin fulvous white, throat rusty 
fulvous ; middle of the abdomen yellowish ; remainder of the lower 
parts slaty olive, the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts with a 
rufous tinge. 

The male has the iris clear red ; bill black, slaty at the base be- 
neath ; legs and feet deep neutral brown or purplish brown; claws 
pale brownish horn ; in the female the iris is buff (Legge). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8. 

A young bird, or perhaps an adult female, resembles the adult 
above described generally, but has the chin and throat fulvous white, 
barred or mottled with greenish, and the rusty-fulvous patch on thet 
throat is altogether wanting. 

Legge remarks that the iris of the young male is pale reddish 
buff and that of the young female white. 

Distribution . Ceylon, above 5000 feet of altitude. 

Habits , Sfc. This species is found in thick brushwood, feeding on 
the ground. Mr. Bligh found a nest in April : a deep cup-shaped 
structure of moss lined with roots, placed in a thick bush. The 
nest contained three young birds. 


Genus TESIA, Hodgs., 1837. 

The genus Tesia of Hodgson was made to embrace several species 
of birds which are not now considered congeneric ; but as Tesia 
cyaniventris was the first species enumerated by him, it may fairly 
be considered the type, and as such I adopt it. 

In Tesia the bill is rather more than half the length of the head, 
broad at the base, flattened, and blunt. The wings are excessively 
short and rounded, the tail extremely short, and the tarsi very long. 

Tesia contains one Indian species, which inhabits the Himalayas 
and the Eastern hill-ranges. In this genus the sexes are differ- 
ently coloured, and the young bird does not resemble the female so 
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closely as is usual in the other genera of Grateropodidm. The 
pl um age of the young, however, is perfectly plain and bears no 
signs of spots, streaks, or bars. 

201. Tesia cyaniventris. The Slaty-bellied Short-wing. 

Tesia cyaniventer, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi, p. 101 (1837) ; Blyth , Cat 
p. 178 ; Hors/. § Moore , Cat. i, p. 179 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 487 ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 101 ,* Hume, Cat . no. 328 ; Brooks , 
S. F. viii, p. 470 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 118 ; Oates in Hume's H. <SrF. 
2nd ed. i, p. 181. 

Tesia auriceps, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 137 (1847). 

Oligura cyaniventris ( Hodgs. ), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 604. 

The Slaty-beUied Wren , Jerd.; Ti-si, Nepal; Sam fit- tammong, Lepch. 



Fig. 57. — Head of T. cyaniventris. 

Coloration . Male. The forehead, crown, and nape glistening 
golden brown ; the rest of the upper plumage and the visible por- 
tions of the closed wings and tail olive-green ; lores and a broad 
stripe from the eye to the nape black ; sides of the head and the 
whole lower plumage slaty blue. 

Female. The entire upper plumage and the exposed parts of the 
wings and tail olive-green, the crown somewhat brighter than the 
other parts; lores and a stripe from the eye to the nape black, with 
a yellowish supercilium above ; sides of head and lower plumage 
dark ashy, suffused with white in places. 

The young bird has the whole upper plumage green with a ru~ 
fescent tinge; the sides of the head and the whole lower plumage 
dull olive- green. The black lores and post ocular stripe with the 
pale supercilium make their appearance very soon after the bird is 

From the series of birds sexed by Hume in Manipur, it would 
appear that young males assume the full plumage of the adult 
female before the final change to that of the adult male. 

Legs, feet, and claws dull brown to pale, rather fleshy, brown ; 
upper mandible and tip of lower deep to blackish brown ; rest of 
lower mandible and gape dull wax-yellow to orange-horny : iris 
deep brown (Hume) ; iris vermilion (Cripps). 

Length nearly 4 ; tail *8 ; wing 1*8 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape *6. 

. Distribution . Nepal ; Sikhim ; Dibrugarh in Assam ; the Khdsi 
hills ; Manipur. This species appears to be found at comparatively 
low levels, but no exact information on this point is available. 
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Habits , Sfc. Pound in brushwood on the ground. According to 
Hodgson this bird constructs a huge globular nest of green moss 
and black moss-roots in a thick bush. The eggs, three or four in 
number, are figured as being white speckled with bright red. They 
measure m 72 by *54. 


Genus OLIGTJRA, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Oligura resembles Tesia in many respects, but differs 
in two important particulars. In the first place Oligura has the 
bill comparatively slender and narrow, and in the second it has the 
sexes alike in plumage. 

The only species of this genus found in India inhabits the higher 
ranges of the Himalayas and the hill-tracts of Assam. 

202. Oligura castaneicoronata. The Chestnut-headed Short-Giving. 

Sylvia P castaneo-coronata, Burton , , P. Z. S. 1835, p. 152. 

Tesia flaviventer, Hodgs . J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837). 

Tesia castaneo-coronata {Burt.), Blyth, Cat. p. 179 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat . 
i, p. 179 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 487 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 101 j Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 55; Hume, Cat. no. 327. 
Oligura eastaneocoronata {Burt.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 603 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 132. 

The Chestnut-headed Wren, Jerd. ; Tisi , Nepal; Samtit-pho, Lepch. 



Fig. 58.— Bill of 0. castaneicoronata. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, ear-coverts, and a line 
under the eye bright chestnut ; a small patch of white feathers at 
the posterior corner of the eye ; cheeks, chin, throat, breast, and 
abdomen bright yellow, the breast suffused with olivaceous and 
mottled with a few indistinct brown bars ; sides of breast, abdomen, 
and under tail-coverts olivaceous ; upper plumage, wings, and tail 
dark olive-green. 

The young bird has the entire upper plumage, sides of the head, 
the wings, and tail dark olive-green ; the whole low r er plumage 
dull chestnut, tinged with yellow on the abdomen. 

Bill brownish yellow ; legs yellow ; iris red in some birds, brown 
in others ( Cockburn ). 

Distribution . Nepal; Sikhim; the Khasi hills. Jerdon gives the 
range of this bird from 3000 to 6000 feet, but Blanford says it is 
common in Sikhim from 7000 to 10,000 feet. Godwin-Austen 
procured it at 7000 feet on Hengdnn peak, Khasi hills. 

Habits, fye. According to Godwin-Austen this bird haunts thick and 
low brushwood and is difficult to shoot in such cover ; it emits a loud 

VOL. i. o 
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and rather musical note from time to time as it hops from bough to 
bough. Blanford describes the note as sharp and monotonous. 
Accounts of the nidification of this species are conflicting, and 
therefore I shall not quote them. 


Subfamily SIBIINJE. 

The subfamily Sibiince is represented in India by thirty-two 
species of birds. These all agree in being strictly arboreal, in having 
the sexes alike in plumage and size, and in being non-migratory. 
Their plumage is in most cases bright, and they are more or less 
found in flocks. 

With few exceptions the Sibiince lay spotted eggs. The fow 
exceptions require further evidence, as the information on the 
subject of their nidification is either insufficient or conflicting. 
The species of Zosterops lay eggs which are sometimes plain and 
sometimes marked, and the position of this genus requires more 
investigation. As remarked in another place. Zosterops is included 
in this subfamily provisionally, as no better place cau at present, be 
found for it. It, however, agrees in all essential characters with 
the Sibiince . 


Key to the Genera . 

а. Tail nearly twice the length of wing 

б. Tail and wing not very different in ? 
a\ Tail graduated. 

a". All the feathers of the tail graduated. 
a f,/ . Tail longer than "wing, the outer tail- 
feather falling short of tip of tail by a 
distance equal to length of tarsus. 
a 4 . Depth of bill at the nostrils less than 

breadth ; wings not barred 

b. Depth of hill at the nostrils greater 

than breadth ; wings barred 

b . Tail equal to or shorter than wing ; 
the outer tail-feather falling short of 
tip of tail bya distance less than length 
of tarBus. 

c 4 . Nostrils not overhung bv hairs: 

wings barred * 

Nostrils overhung by hairs $ wings 

not barred 

b "' The four middle pairs of tail-feathers of 
the same length ; the two outer pairs only 

. graduated 

Tail square, not graduated. 
o . Bill slender, gently curved, both mandibles 
t or the same length. 

e'". First primary equal in length to the 
tarsus ° 

First primary extremely minute, not 
longer than the hind toe 


Sibia, p. 195. 


Lioptila, 195. 
Actinodttra, p. 201. 


Ixops, p. 203. 
Staphidia, p. 205. 

Siva, p. 207. 


Yuhina, p. 211. 
Zosterops, p. 213. 
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d n . Bill stout, straight, the upper mindible 
longer than the lower one, with the tip 
bent down. 

e"'. Depth of hill at the nostrils less than - 


( breadth Ixulus, p. 210. 

Depth of bill at the nostiils more than 
breadth Heupornis, p. 219 


Genus SIBIA, Hodgs., 1836. 

The genus Sibia contains but one species, which is remarkable 
for the extraordinary length ot* its tail. This is twice the length 
of the wing, and greatly graduated. 

The bill is shorter than the head, curved down and slender, and 
the nostrils are covered by a large membrane. The rictal bristles 
are moderate in length. The bill is very similar to that of Lio- 
ptila, figured below. 

203. Sibia picaoides. The Long-tailed Sibia. 

Sibia picaoides, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. viii, p. 38 (1839 ) ; Blyth . Cat 
p. 98 ; Horsf. # M. Cat. i, p. 216 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 55 ; Hume , N. 

JE. p. 208; Wald. Ibis , 1870, p. 354; Godiv.-Amt. J. A. S. B. 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 78; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18 ; Hume fy JDav. 8. F. vi, p. 294 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 430 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 293 ; Oates , B. B. i, 
p. 43; Sharpe , Cat B . M. vii, p. 401; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 173; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 132. 

Malcheo-pho, Lepcb. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage, wiugs, and tail deep slaty 
hrown, the tail tipped with white, and the wings with a white 
patch formed by a spot on each outer web of four of the second- 
aries ; forehead and lores blackish ; throat and breast slaty brown ; 
remainder of lower plumage ashy grey, becoming albescent on the 
abdomen. 

Bill horny black ; iris scarlet ; feet greyish dusky ; claws horny - 
black (Scully). 

Dength 13*5 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 4*8 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

JDistribution . Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan ; the Daphla hills ; the 
Naga hills; Karennee; Tenasserim. Tickell states that he pro- 
cured this species in Tenasserim at an elevation of 3000 feet. It 
appears to be found up to an elevation of 5000 feet. 

Habits , fyc. Jerdon states that this Sibia associates in flocks of 
six or seven, and flies from tree to tree, feeding on both fruit and 
insects and keeping up a continual whistling sort of call. Gammie 
found the nest in Sikhim— a cup made of herbaceous plants and 
lined with grass ; and the eggs, five in number, were greyish white 
speckled with hrown and purple ; they measured about *9 by *72. 


Genus U0PTILA, Blyth, 1847. 

The genus Lioptila, according to my views, embraces those two 
species which have been hitherto by common agreement placed in 

o2 
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this genus, and five others which have been usually placed in 
Malarias . I cannot find a single character by which to separate 
the above two genera, and I accordingly join them together. 

In Zioptila the bill is similar to that of Lvops, but rather more 
slender ; the nostrils are long, and covered by along membrane; 
the rictal bristles are fairly long, and the crest is more or less well 
developed in all the species. The tail is considerably longer than 
the wing and well-gracluated, the outer feather reaching a little 
beyond the middle of the tail. 

Key to the Species . 

a. Crown of head black or brown. 
a'. Median pair of tail-feathers with a sub- 
terminal black hand. 

a". Rump and upper tail-coverts rufous . . 

6". Rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey. 
b'. Median pair of tail-feathers uniformly 
black or brown with white tips. 
c". Rump chocolate-brown like the hack. 
a'". Tertiaries and greater wing-coverts 

black 

Tertiaries and greater wing-coverts 

chiefly chestnut 

d". Ruum chestnut. 

c w . Wing-coverts margined, the lesser 
and median with ashy, the greater 

with chestnut 

d' u . Wing-coverts entirely black 

b. Crown of head bluish grey like the upper 

plumage 


Z. eapistrata, p. 19C. 

Z. gracilis , , p. 197. 

L. melanoleuca , p. 198. 
L. castanoptera , p. 199. 

L. annectent, p. 199. 

Z . davisorn , p. 200. 

Z. pulchella , p. 200. 



Eig. 59. — Head of L. eapistrata . 


204. lioptila eapistrata. The Black-headecl Sibia . 

Cinclosoma capistratum, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 56 
Sibia nigriceps, Hodgs. J. A . S. B. viii, p. 38 (1839). 

Sibia eapistrata ( Fig.), Blyth , Cat. p. 98 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat . i, p. 216 ; 

n \P' Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 38 ; 
Cock £ Marsh. S. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume , H. $ E. p. 267; Brooks, 
S. F. in. p. 238. r 7 

Malacias capistratus ( Fig .), Hume, Cat. no. 429 ; S. F. viii, p. 292 : 
Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 403. 7 ^ 
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Lioptila capistrata ( Vig.), Oates in Hume's N. 8f JE. 2nd ed. i f 
p. 133. 

Sambriah-pho, Lepcli. ; Sesigona, Bliut. ; Sibya, Nep. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, crest, nape, and sides of the head 
black, the ear- coverts sometimes dark brown ; the whole lower 
plumage, rump, upper tail-coverts, and a broad collar round the 
neck bright rufous; back and scapulars greyish brown; median 
tail-feathers rufous for three quarters of their length, then with a 
black band and a bluish tip ; in the other feathers the rufous por- 
tion diminishes rapidly and the black increases, but the blue tips 
remain constant in size; lesser vt in g-co verts rufous; primary- 
coverts black ; greater coverts w hite at base, forming a broad band, 
the exterior feathers blue tipped with black, the others white, tipped 
with rufous ; tertiaries chestnut, edged with blue ; the other quills 
dark brown, the primaries with the outer webs pale blue, the second- 
aries dark blue. 

Bill black ; iris reddish brown ; feet fleshy brown ; claws brown- 
bomy (Scully). 

Length nearly 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gapel. 

Birds from Sikhim are intensely rufous on the lower plumage, as 
compared with birds from other localities, and the colour of the 
back is also liable to much variation. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from the Hazara country 
to Bhutan at elevations of from 5000 to 8000 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. Frequents high trees, feeding on fruit and insects. 
Breeds from May to July, constructing a cup-shaped nest of moss 
and fibres in a branch of a tree up to 50 feet from the ground. 
The eggs, two or three in number, are pale green, marked with 
reddish aud purplish, and measure about *98 by *69. 


205. Lioptila gracilis. The Grey Sibicc. 

Hypsipetes gracilis, McClell. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 159. 

Slbia gracilis (McClell.), Blyth, Cat . App. p viii; Horsf. fy M. Cat 
i, p. 216 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt.ii, p. 105; xliii, pt. ii, 
p. 179 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 413. 

Malacias gracilis (McClell.), Hume, Cat. no. 429 bis; id. S. F. xi, 
p. 172 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 406. 

Lioptila gracilis (McClell.), Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 135, 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and lores black, paling on the nape 
and ear-coverts, and blending with the rich slaty brown of the hind 
neck, back, and scapulars ; rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey ; 
lesser and median coverts, primary-coverts, and the outer feathers 
of the greater coverts black ; the remaining greater coverts and the 
tertiaries bluish ashy, edged with black, and the basal portions 
. more or less white ; quills black, the earlier primaries edged with 
hoary grey on the outer webs ; central tail-feathers bluish grey 
with a subterminal black band, the next with the black band and 
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the ashy tip increasing in extent, and so on till the outermost 
feathers are entirely black with a bluish-grey tip ; chin, throat, and 
cheeks white, becoming fulvous on the breast and abdomen, the 
sides of which are washed with lilac ; vent and under tail-coverts 
buff. 

Tarsus pale brown ; feet and claws darker ; bill black ; in’s 
brownish red, dull maroon or dull red ( Hume ) ; iris crimson 
( Codcburn ). 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. The Khdsi and iNaga hills ; Manipur : generally 
above 4500 feet. 

Habits , , Sfc. Hume describes this bird as being very active. It 
runs along the branches, dodging in and out of the bunches of 
parasitic ferns, orchids, and -mistletoe, so as to be very difficult to 
shoot, God win- Austen found the nest at the end of Juno. It 
was constructed of grass, moss, and rootlets, and was placed near 
the top of a pine. The eggs, three in number, were pale sea-green, 
\Vith ash-brown streakings and blotchings all over. 


206. Lioptila melanolenca. TicJcelVs Sibia. 

Sibia melanoleuca ( Tick.), Blyth, J. A. & B. xxviii, p. 413 (1859) : 
WaU. Ibis im^. ^ : Blyth, Birds Burm. p.loB; Davison] 
8. F. v ; p. 458 ; Hume <$■ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 293. 

Sibia picata, Titkell, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 451 (1859). 

Malacias melanoleucus (Tide.), Hume, Cat. no. 429quat.; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M ; yn, p. 405; Oates, B. B. i 3 p. 43 ; Salvad. Ann. Mul 
' Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 604. 

Lioptila melauoleuca (Tick.), Oates in Hume's N. § E. 2nd ed. i 
p. 135. * ? 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and the sides of the head 
except the ear-coverts deep black ; ear-coverts very dark brown * 
back, scapulars, lesser and median wing-coverts, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts chocolate-brown, tinged with ashy on the latter two 
parts ; wings a,nd greater coverts black j tail dark brown, the outer 
webs edged with black and all the feathers tipped with white* 
entire lower plumage white. 9 

Legs and feet varying from a very dark reddish brown to a dark 
Swim) bTOWn ° r br0WDlsh blaek > biI1 blaci 5 iris lake (Hume # 

gape 61 ®!* ab ° Ut 9; taU 4-1 5 wing 3 ' 5; tarsus 1-1 J Ml from 
DMbution. The higher portions of Muleyit mountain in Tenas- 

jSuriui • 

Hcibits, Sfc. The note of this bird is a single Inno- rlranm 
sounding whistle. Davison found the nest m Febfu^-a cu^nf 
grass, roots, and fibres placed in a hieh tree It- 
blhe eggs, which measured about '97 by '67. ' m wo 
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207. Lioptilft C3iSt9iU0pt6r3ii Fea’s Sibtct. 

Malacias castanopterus, Saloadori. Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (T) vii, 
p. 363 (1889). W 

Coloration . Resembles L. melanol&uca , and differs merely in 
having the greater portion of the tertiaries and greater wing- 
coverts chestnut. 

Bill and legs black. 

Length about 9; tail 4*3 ; wing 3*7; tarsus 1*1; bill from, 
gape *9. 

Distribution . Mr. Fea procured this species in the Karen hills 
east of Toungngoo in Burma, and I have recently examined a 
specimen which was obtained at Fort Stedman in the Shan States 
by Dr. Manders. 

208. lioptila annectens. Blyth’s Sibia. 

Leioptila anneetans, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 450 (1847) : id. Cat. 
p. 337 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 248 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 109 ; Hume , Cat. no. 613 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 80 ; 
Hume , S. F. xi, p. 246. 

Lioptila saturate, Wald. Ibis , 1875, p. 852, note ; Wardlaw-Bamsa y, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 464. 

The Slender-billed Shrike-Tit , Jerd. ; Babnun-pho , Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, lores, crown, nape, ear-coverts, and round 
the eye black; hind neck black, streaked with white; sides of the back 
black ; scapulars pale rufous ; middle of the back, the rump, and 
upper tail-coverts deep chestnut, the latter with a few black streaks ; 
lesser and median wing-coverts black, edged with ashy; greater 
coverts black, tipped with chestnut ; primaries black, edged on the 
outer web with bluish white, except the last two or three, which are 
plain ; secondaries similarly edged, except at the bases ; tertiaries 
more broadly edged and tipped with white, and with some chestnut 
on the outer web near the base ; tail black, edged with deeper black 
on the basal half, and tipped white, more broadly on the outer 
feathers, and more narrowly towards the middle ; lower plumage 
white, except the vent, under tail-coverts, and flanks, which are 
pale chestnut. 

Legs and feet wax-yellow ; claws brownish; bill black; gape 
and more or less of basal portion of lower mandible yellow ; iris 
chocolate, brownish chocolate, brownish maroon, claret-red, greyish 
chocolate-brQwn {Hume). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

L. saturata , Walden, is so close to this species that I cannot 
separate it. On the other hand, L. davisoni , Hume, from Tenas- 
serim, is a markedly distinct bird. I have examined the types of 
both species. 

Distribution. Sikhim ; the Khasi and N4ga hills; North Caehar; 
Manipur ; Karennee. This specis is found at 4000 feet and 
upwards. 
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Habits , $c. Hume states that this bird creeps about the branches 
of large trees in forest, very- much like a Creeper, though neither 
quite so rapid nor so jerky in its movements. 

209. Lioptila davisoni. Davison's Sibia. 

Leioptila davisoni, Hume, S. F. v, p. 110 (1877). | 

Lioptila saturata, Wald., apud Hume Sf Dav. S.F. vi, p. d/0; Hum*, 
Cat . no. 613 bis; Oates, B. B. i, p. 141 (part); Sharpe, Cat B. 
M. vii, p. 80 (part.) ; Salvador i, Ann. Mus . Civ. Gen. (2) v, 

p. 600. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, sides of the head, hind neck, 
sides of the neck, back, scapulars, and all the wing-coverts deep 
black, with a few very narrow streaks of white on the middle of the 
back ; rump deep chestnut ; upper tail-coverts black, with broad 
maroon tips ; primaries margined with bluish white, except the last 
two or three, which are plain; secondaries margined with bluish 
white, except near the base ; tertiaries tipped with white, and mar- 
gined with chestnut on the outer webs near the base ; tail black, 
the feathers edged with deeper black on the basal halves of their 
outer webs, and tipped with white, broadly on the outer, and 
narrowly on the middle feathers ; edge of wing and lower plumage 
white, except the vent, under tail-coverts, and flanks, which are 
pale fulvous. 

Upper mandible and half the lower black ; rest of lower man- 
dible, legs, feet, and claws fleshy yellow; iris greyish brown 
(Davison). 

Length about 8; tail 3*5; wing 3*1; tarsus *95; bill from 
gape *8. 

This bird cannot be confounded with L . annectens, from which 
it differs by its black wing-coverts, black back, and maroon rump. 

Distribution. Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim on the higher 
slopes. 

Habits , Sfc. Davison remarks that this bird creeps like a Nut- 
hatch about the trunks and branches of trees, and also searches the 
leaves and smaller branches of the tree-tops. 

210. Lioptila pnlchella* The Beautiful Sibia. 

Sibia pulchella, Godwin- Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xiii, p. 160 (1874) ; 
id. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 164, pi. vii ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 78 ; Hume, 
S. F. iii, p. 281. 

Malacias pulchellus ( Godw.-Aust .), Hume. Cat. no. 429 ter; Sharpe. 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 407 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 173. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage bluish grey, brighter on 
the .head ; median tail-feathers umber-brown, with a subterminal 
black band and a dark grey tip ; the others with a progressively 
diminishing amount of umber-brown and an increasing quantity of 
black till the outermost feathers are wholly black with a grey tip ; 
smaller wing-coverts bluish grey; greater coverts next the’ body 
entirely chocolate-brown, this colour diminishing in extent on the 
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outer coverts and giving place to black ; winglet and primary-coverts 
black ; edge of wing bluish, grey ; tertiaries umber-brown, edged 
with black on the outer webs ; secondaries black, broadly edged 
externally with dark bluish grey : primaries black, with the outer 
webs almost entirely pale bluish grey ; lores and round 4 the eye 
black ; ear-coverts bluish grey mottled with black ; the sides of 
the neck and the entire lower plumage ashyjblue tinged with 
vinous. 

Bill black; legs horny-brown ( God turn- Austen). 

Length about 9’5 ; tail 4*9 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution . The Peak of Khimho, Eastern Burrail range, Naga 
hills, at about 8000 feet ; the slopes of Toruputu Peak, Daphla 
hills, at about 5000 feet. 

Habits , <$fc, Godwin-Austen, the discoverer of this species, says 
that it is found in companies of about half a dozen haunting the 
tops of the rhododendron trees, the flowers of which it searches 
busily for insects. 


Genus ACTIN0DTJKA, Gould, 1836. 

The genus Actinodura , as I restrict it, contains two species. 
Other birds which have been hitherto placed in this genus I have 
transferred to Ixops of Hodgson. 

In Actinodura the bill is rather slender, about half the length of 
the head, and of very similar shape to that of Ixops figured below ; 
the nostrils are covered by a very large membrane, and the rictal 
bristles are long and distinct. The tail is considerably longer than 
the wing and greatly graduated. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Median tail-feathers barred only at the extreme 


tip A. erjertoni; p. 201. 

b . Median tail-feathers barred throughout A . ramsayi, p. 202. 


211. Actinodura egertoni. The Rufous Bar~wing . 

Actinodura egertoni, Gould , P. Z. S. 1836, p. 18; Blyth , Cat. p. 98; 
Horsf. 8? M. Cat. i, p. 212; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 52; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 105; xlv, pt ii, p. 76; xlvii, pt. ii, 
p. 24 ; Hutne, H. fy B. p. 266 ; id. S. F. to, p. 153 ; id. Cat . 
no. 427 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 463 ; Hume , & F. xi, p. 170 ; 
Oates in Hume's 2V. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 136. 

Ramnio-phoy Lepch. 

Coloration . Orest rich ashy brown ; forehead, lores, round the 
eye, cheeks, and chin rufous ; ear- coverts, sides of neck, and mantle 
brown, paler than the crest ; smaller wing-coverts, back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts reddish brown ; primary-coverts almost entirely 
black ; greater coverts chestnut ; inner webs of primaries and 
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secondaries brown, the outer ones ashy, except on the basal por- 
tions, which are chestnut ; the ashy portions of the outer webs 
barred with black ; tertiaries wholly silky brown, narrowly barred 
across with black ; outer tail-feathers brown, barred with black and 
tipped white, the others successively less barred and becoming more 
and more suffused with reddish brown ; the middle pair entirely 
reddish brown, with a few faint brown bars near tbe tips ; throat and 
upper breast pinkish fulvous ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous, 
the centre of the abdomen whitish and the under tail-coverts tipped 
with white. 

Bill light horny; legs pale brown ; iris brown ( Jerdori ). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 •/> ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Birds from Sikhim have the back and tail very rufous ; those 
from tbe Khasi hills and Manipur have these parts ochraceous and 
the middle tail-feathers more distinctly barred. 

Distribution . Nepal to the Daphla hills in Assam ; the Khasi 
and Ndga hills ; Manipur. This bird is found from 3000 to t>000 
feet of elevation. 

Habits , Sfc. Hume remarks that these birds go about in small 
parties and are quite tree birds, clambering about and poking into 
every bole and cranny, and foraging about in the huge branches of 
orchids and other parasites much like Tits. 

They build their nest in trees at all heights from tbe ground, a 
cup-shaped structure made of leaves held together by creeper- 
stems. The eggs are pale green marked in various ways with 
umber-brown, and measure about *92 by *68. 

212. Actinodura ramsayi. Ramsay's Bar-winy. 

Actinura ramsayi, Wald L A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 402 (1875) ; Wald, 
in BlytW& Birds Bunn. p. 108 ; Hume, & F iii, p. 404 ; Wardlaw 
Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p. 404, pi. xii. 

Actinodura ramsayi ( Wald.), Hume § Dav. S. F. vi, p. 293 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 427 ter ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 42 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M . vii, 
p. 464. 

Coloration. Upper plumage cinereous olive-brown, tinged with 
ferruginous on the head and more so on the forehead, the feathers 
of the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts faintly cross-barred with 
black ; primary-coverts black ; tertiaries and remaining wing-coverts 
olive-brown distinctly barred with black ; outer webs of primaries 
and secondaries chestnut on their basal halves, ashy on the ter- 
minal, the whole web barred with black ; tail olive-brown, distinctly 
barred with numerous narrow black bars, the bars becoming coarser 
towards the outer feathers; all the feathers tipped white ; lores 
and round the eyes dusky ; sides of head dusky ashy ; whole lower 
plumage ochraceous buff, becoming browner on the under tail- 
coverts. 

Iris light hair-brown ; bill horny brown ; legs slaty-brown ( Ward- 
law Ramsay ). 
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Length about 9*5 ; tail 5 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape -9. 

Resembles A. egertoni in general appearance, but. differs in many 
important particulars. 

Distribution, This species was discovered by Wardlaw Ramsay 
at Kyai-pho-gyee in Karennee, in a jungle-covered mountain-stream 
at an elevation of* about 3000 feet. 


Genus IXOPS, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Iccops resembles Actinoclura, but has the tail rather 
shorter than the wing, and the tail-feathers less graduated. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Throat and breast fulvous ashy, without stripes. . 7. nepalensis , p. 203. 

b. Throat and breast cinereous, with darker stripes . . I. daflciensis, p. 204. 

c. Throat and breast rufous, stiiped with chestnut. . 7. waldeni , p. 204. 


213. Ixops nepalensis. The Hoary Bar-wing . 

Cinclosoma nipalensis, Hodgs . As. 1 les. xix, p. 145 (1836). 
Actinodura nipalensis {Hodgs.), Myth, Cat p. 98; Horsf. § M. Cat 
i, p. 212 ; JerdL JB. I. ii, p. 53 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. *308 ; Hume , 
N. fy E. p. 266 ; id. Cat no. 428 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 292 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 466. 

Ixops nepalensis, Hodgs., Gray's Zoul. Miso. p. 84 ; id. J. A. S. B. 
xxiv, p. 577 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 1 37. 

72 anmio-plio, Lepch. 



Pig. 60. — Head of 7. nepalensis. 


Coloration. Forehead and crest coffee-brown, with long hoary 
shaft-streaks ; sides of neck, mantle, back, and lesser wing-coverts 
rufescent brown, with indistinct whitish shaft-lines ; rump and 
upper tail- coverts more rufous and streakless; primary-coverts 
black; greater coverts rufous tipped with hoary; quills chestnut, 
barred with black on the outer webs, tertiaries rufescent and barred 
with black on both webs ; the outer webs of the earlier primaries 
more or less ashy ; basal portion of tail castaneous barred with 
black, the chestnut decreasing in extent from the median feathers to 
the laterals, the other portions black tipped with white ; ear-coverts 
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and lores silvery ashy ; cheeks black, continued narrowly along the 
base of the ear-coverts; chin, throat, and breast fulvous ashy, 
turning to ferruginous on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and 
under tail-coverts. 

Bill brownish black; iris brown; eyelid bluish grey ; feet brown- 
ish fleshy ; claws livid (S 'cully). 

Length about 8; tail 3*8; wing 3*5; tarsus 1*2; bill from gape *0. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, at elevations of from 
4000 to 10,000 feet. 

Habits , #c. According to Jerdon this species is still move ar- 
boreal than A. egertoni , and it feeds on the insects which infest the 
flowers of the rhododendron trees. Hodgson states that it breeds 
from April to June, constructing a saucer-shaped nest of twigs, 
grass, and fibres, in crevices between rocks and stones. The 
colour of the eggs is a matter about which there seems to be some 
doubt. 


214. Ixops daflaensis. Austen 9 s Bar-wing. 

Actinura daflaensis, Godwin- Austen, A . M. N. H. (4) xvi, p. 340 
(1875) ; id. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 77, pi. iv; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18 ; 
Hume, S. F. iv, p. 219. 

Actinodura daflaensis (Godw.-Aust.), Hume , Cat. no. 428 bis; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 467 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 172. 

Coloration. "Forehead and crest dark brown, the feathers delicately 
edged paler; lores and cheeks dark brown; sides of head silvery 
ashy streaked with brown ; hind neck and sides of neck cinereous 
brown ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and the smaller wing-coverts 
chestnut-brown ; primary-coverts black ; greater wing-coverts 
edged with hoary ; outer webs of the earlier primaries also hoary ; 
the other primaries and the secondaries black on the terminal, 
chestnut barred with black on the basal portion ; tertiaries rufes- 
cent olive-brown, banded with black on both webs ; tail-feathers 
chestnut at base, black elsewhere, tipped with white, the end of 
the chestnut portion barred with black ; chin, throat, breast, and 
upper abdomen cinereous streaked with brown ; lower abdomen, 
sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts deep chestnut-brown. 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. Godwin- Austen discovered this bird in high forest 
on the Shengorh Peak, Daphla hills, at 7000 feet in February. 


215. Ixops waldeni. Walden’s Bar-whig. 


Actinodura waldeni, Godwin- Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 46, pi. xii; 
id. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt ii,p. 163; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 396 ; id. Cat. 
no. 427 bis ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 465. 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, and nape dark brown, 
narrowly edged with grey ; back, scapulars, and wing-coverts dull 
rufous-brown, the outer coverts edged with bluish grey ; rump and 
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upper tail-coverts bright reddish brown; primary-coverts black; 
primaries and secondaries black, with an external edging of chest- 
nut and barred black ; the earlier primaries (where not chestnut; 
edged with grey ; later secondaries and the tertiaries silky brown 
barred with black ; base of the tail-feathers chestnut barred with 
black, the other parts black, the three outer pairs tipped white ; 
ear-coverts hoary white streaked with brown ; lores dusky ; cheeks 
blackish margined with grey ; the whole lower plumage rufous- 
brown, streaked with chestnut-brown except on the flanks and under 
tail-coverts. 

Bill grey; legs and feet fleshy-brown; iris pale grey (Godwin^ 
Austen). 

Length about 8; tail 3*2; wing 3*6; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape -85. 

Distribution . The Peak of Japvo on the Burrail range, Naga 
hills, at 9000 feet, on the tops of the forest trees. 


Genus STAPHIDIA, Swinhoe, 1871. 

The members of the genus Staphidia are found in the hilly 
regions of North-eastern India, Burma, and China. 

In Staphidia the bill is short and thick, and resembles that of 
Ixulus figured below ; the nostrils are overhung by a few long 
hairs ; the rictal bristles are short, and the head is crested. The 
tail is of considerable length and much graduated. Some of the 
species of this genus have been retained in loculus by many 
Indian authors, but wrongly so. loculus has the tail quite square. 

The birds of this genus are very little known. They appear to 
be found in trees and brushwood in small flocks. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Crown chestnut S. castaneiceps, p. 505. 

b. Crown grey, contrasting with the colour of 

the back 8 . mifigenis, p. 206. 

c. Crown brown, not contrasting with the colour 

of the back S. striata , p. 206. 


216. Staphidia castaneiceps. The Chestnut-headed Staphidia . 

Ixulus eastanieeps, Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 141 ; Horsf. § M. Cat . 
i, p. 411. 

Ixulus striatus ( BlytK ), Godw.-Aust, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109 ; 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 202. 

Staphidea castaneiceps (Moore), Godw.-Aust. J. A. S.B. xlvii, pt. ii, 
p. 20; Hume, S. F vii, p. 403 ; id. Cat. no. 624 bis ; Skatpe, Cat. 
B. M. vii, p. 610 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 251. 

Coloration. Forehead chestnut-brown, with the feathers margined 
with grey ; crown and crest chestnut ; upper plumage and visible 
portions of wings and tail greenish brown, the back and scapulars 
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with white shafts ; tail blackish brown, the outermost feathers 
broadly tipped with white, the next less so, and the middle pair 
entirely blackish; lores grey ; a very short supercilium, originating 
just over the eye, white ; ear-coverts chestnut with whitish shafts ; 
lower plumage very pale fulvous white ; under tail-coverts brown 
tipped with white; under wing-coverts pale fulvous white. 

Legs and feet orange- brown ; bill brown ; iris brown {Hume). 

Length nearly 5*5; tail 2-2; wing 2*4; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution . The Ghtro, Khilsi, and ISTaga hills ; Manipur. X 
gather from Grodwin- Austen's remarks (2. c.) that he procured this 
species in the Daphla hills also. Hume observed it in Manipur at 
elevations above 5000 feet. 


217. Staphidia rufigenis. Hume's Staphidia. 

Ixulus striatus, Blyth, apud Jerdon , B. I. ii ; p. 260 ; Blanf. J. A . S. B. 
xli, pt. ii, p. 166. 

Ixulus rufigenis, Hume , S. F. v, p, 108 (1877). 

Staphidea plumbeiceps, Godwin Austen, A . M. N. H. (4) xx, p. 519 
(1877) ; id. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, pp. 19, 21 ; Hume , S. F. vii, 
p. 143; id. Cat. no. 624 ter ; id. S. F. xi, p. 252. 

Staphidea rufigenis {Hume), Godw.-Aust . J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, 
p. 21 ; Hume , Cat. no. 625 ter ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 617. 

The Striated Floioerpecher , Jerd. 

Coloration. Eorehead, crest, and nape grey, with pale shafts ; 
upper plumage and visible portions of wings greenish brown, the 
shafts of the back, scapulars, and tertiaries white ; tail dark blackish 
brown, the outermost pair of feathers broadly tipped white, the 
next less so, and the median pair without any white ; a short grey 
superdlium reaching to the middle of the upper edge of the ear- 
coverts, and above this a rufous band fusing posteriorly with the 
ear-coverts, which are chestnut with white shafts ; lores grey ; 
cheeks white, narrowly barred with black ; lower plumage white 
tinged with very pale fulvous, the sides of the neck, breast, and 
body more or less suffuse'd with olivaceous; under tail-coverts 
brown, broadly tipped with white ; under wing-coverts pale fulvous 
white* 

Iris reddish brown ; legs umber {Godw.-Aust.). 

Length 5*5; tail 2*3; wing 2*4; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *55. 

Distribution. Sikhim ; the Bhutan doars ; Sadiya and Brahma- 
khund in the Dibrugarh district of Assam. 


218. Staphidia striata. TicfcelVs Staphidia . 

Ixulus striatus, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 413 (1859) ; Hume. S F. 

v, p. 107 ; Hume <$• Dav. S. F. vi, p. 374 
Pycnonotus nanus, Tichell, J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 452 (1859). 
Staphidea striata {Blyth), Blyth $ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 110 ; Godw.- 
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Aust. J A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 21 ; Hume, Cat, no. 625 ; Oates, 
B. B. 5, p. 150 j Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 617 ; Salvadori , Ann. 
Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 606. 

Coloration . Blyth thus described the bird : — 66 Length about 5 
inches, of closed wing 2| inches, and of tail the same ; bill to gape 
2 inch and tarsi § inch. Colour greyish brown above, each feather 
with a white mesial streak ; below albescent throughout ; outer- 
most tail-feather f inch shorter than the middle pair, and largely 
tipped with white, as is also the next, and the antepenultimate 
and next within gradually less so, the outer four feathers succes- 
sively graduating." 

Tickell thus described it : — “ Iris blood-red brown ; bill dark 
horn ; legs reddish horn ; upper parts including a blunt crest ashy 
brown. Each feather shafted whitish. Bemiges and centre pair 
of rectrices reddish clay-brown. Best of tail dusky sepia, more 
and more tipped white externally ; chin, throat, and all underparts 
ashy-white." 

1 append also a translation of Salvadori’s description of a bird 
of this species procured by Pea in Tenasserim: — “Upper parts grey, 
with white streaks along the shafts, the feathers of the cap a little 
darker, lengthened, and forming a distinct crest; remiges grey, 
narrowly margined with white towards the end of the outer web ; 
tail graduated, dark grey, the four outer feathers with white tips 
increasing in length from the outermost to the fourth ; lower parts 
whitish ; bill and feet dark horny." 

I have not been able to examine a specimen of this species, and I 
therefore quote the above descriptions. I have seen a carefully 
executed plate of the bird, and I notice that the ear-coverts are 
rufous and that the lores and a supercilium are grey, points not 
noticed in the above descriptions. 

Distribution . Tickell procured this bird at Tretoungplee, on 
Muleyifc mountain in Tenasserim, at 3000 feet, and Pea at Plapoo 
on the same mountain. "No one else appears to have met with it. 


Genus SIVA, Hodgson, 1838. 

The genus Siva contains four species, which are found in the 
Himalayas and the mountain-ranges of Burma ; two species extend 
down the Malay peninsula to Perak. 

They are birds of handsome plumage. The bill is about half the 
length of the head, gently curved ana notched ; the rietal bristles 
are long, and the nostrils are covered by a membrane ; the head is 
crested. 

The tail-feathers are very peculiar, the ends being obliquely 
truncated, and only the two outer pairs are graduated, the other 
four pairs being of equal length. 

In habits all the species seem to be alike. They are quite 
arboreal, being found generally in small flocks in trees of consider- 
able size, the leaves of which they search for insects. 
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Key to the Species. 


a . Primaries edged with, orange. 

a'. Middle pair of tail-feathers chostnut-red 
on the basal half of the inner and the 

basal third of the outer webs • 

b\ Middle pair of tail-feathers chestnut-red 
on the basal five sixths of both webs . . 

b. Primaries edged with blue. 

* c'. Wings tipped with white . . 

d‘. Wings not tipped with white 


S. strigula, p. 208. 

S. castaneicauda , p. 209. 

8. cyanuroptera, p. 209. 
8. sordida, p. 210. 


219* Siva strigula. The Stripe-throated Swa . 

Siva strigula, Hodge. Ind. Bev. 1838, p. 89 ; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 252; 
Stoliczlca, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. n, p. 60 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. 
xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. n, p. 45; Hume, 
N. & JB. p. 892 ; Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 262 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A . 8. B. 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 81 ; Hume , Cat. no. 616; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 319 ; 
SJiatpe, Cal B . M. vii, p. 638 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. 

Leiothrix strigula (Hodge.'), Blyth, Cat. p. 9D ; Horsf. fy M ’. Cat. i, 
p. 365. 

The Stripe-throated Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Megblim, Lepeh. 



Fig. 61. — Head of 8. strigula. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape bright orange-brown; 
a ring of yellowish feathers round the eye ; sides of the head grey, 
mottled with whitish and dusky; upper plumage slaty green; 
middle pair of tail-feathers, with the basal half of tbe inner and 
the basal third of the outer web, chestnut-red, the remainder black, 
narrowly tipped white ; the next pair black, with some trace of 
chestnut-red at base and tipped with yellow ; the other feathers 
with an increasing amount of yellow and a diminishing amount 
of black, the outermost feathers being almost entirely yellow ; 
wing-coverts and winglet like the back ; primary-coverts black ; 
primaries and secondaries black, the outer webs edged with orange 
changing, to yellow near the tips, the later secondaries narrowly 
tipped with white ; tertiaries chiefly slaty grey on the outer webs 
and entirely black on the inner, tipped white ; chin orange-yellow ; 
throat pale yellow, with narrow crescentic black cross bars; a 
narrow moustachial stripe and a patch on the side of the neck 


sir a. 


209 


black ; remaining lower plumage bright yellow, tinged with oliva- 
ceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen. 

The young appear to have the crown light golden yellow inter- 
mingled with grey, and to have the bars on the throat less deve- 
loped. 

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible light greyish 
brown; tip white; legs and feet grey; claws light brown; iris 
dark reddish-brown {Hume). 

Length about 6*o ; tail 2*9 ; wing 2*75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to the Daphla 
hills in Assam; also in the Khasi hills; found from 3000 to 
10,000 feet of elevation. 

Habits , $c. Found in flocks on trees. According to Hodgson 
this bird makes a cup-shaped nest of moss and bamboo-leaves in a 
fork of a tree in May and June. The eggs are three or four in 
number, pale bluish speckled with red, and measure about *85 
by *03. 

220. Siva castaneicauda. Hume's Siva . 

Liothrix strigula {Hodgs.), apud Wald, in Blyth's Birds Bunyx. 
p. 110 ; Wardlaw Ramsay , Ibis, 187 7, p. 464. 

Siva castaneicauda, Hume, S. F. v, p. 100 (1877) ; Hume fy Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 371 ; Hume , Cat. no. 616 bis ; Oates, B . B . i, p. 145 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 639 : Salvadori , Ann. Mus. Civ . Gen. 
(2) v, p. 601. 

Coloration . Resembles S. strigula. Differs in having more red 
on the tail, the basal five sixths of the middle pair of feathers, 
the basal three quarters of the inner webs, and the basal half 
of the outer webs of the next pair being chestnut-red ; the ring of 
feathers round the eye is of a brighter yellow and the sides of the 
head are blackish ; the bill is also much larger. 

Legs and feet dingy glaucous green ; the upper mandible dark 
brown, the lower fleshy ; the iris deep brown {Hume). 

Of about the same size as £. strigula . 

Distribution . Bhutan ; the hills east of Toungngoo ; Muleyit 
mountain in Tenasserim. This bird appears to occur only at con- 
siderable elevations. 

It has been obtained on the mountains of Perak in the Malay 
peninsula. 

221. Siva cyanuroptera. The Blue-winged Sim. 

Siva cyanouroptera, Hodge. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 88 ; Jei'd. B. I. ii, 
p. 253 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109 ; Hume, N. 
§• E. p. 393 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 617 ; Scidly , & F. viii, p. 319 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 640; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 248; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd eii. 
i, p. 138. 

Leiothrix cyanouroptera ( Hodgs .), Blyth , Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. «§• M. 
Cat . i, p. 366. 

The Blue-winged Hill-Tit , Jerd. ; Megblim adum, Lepcih. 

VOL. I. P 
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CRATEHOPOBTDJE. 


Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck pale blue, the 
sides of the crown deeper blue, the forehead and the anterior part 
of the crown streaked with brown; lores, round the eyes, and a 
broad streak behind the eye white; back, scapulars, wing-coverts, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts bright ochraceous ; the median pair 
of tad-feathers wholly blue, with a subterminal black patch and 
tipped white ; the next four pairs with the outer webs blue, the 
inner brown margined with white, subterminally black and tipped 
white ; the outermost pair black on the outer, entirely white on 
the inner web; primary wing-coverts black ; winglet cobalt-blue, 
tipped white; primaries cobalt-blue on the outer webs; secondaries 
with outer webs margined with pale - blue and tipped white ; ter- 
tiaries blackish on the inner, bluish grey on the outer webs, and 
tipped white ; ear-coverts, cheeks, sides of the neck, chin, throat, 
breast, and sides of the body delicate vinous grey ; middle of abdo- 
men pale yellowish buff ; vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Bill grey-horny, brownish about the nostrils, and the base of the 
lower mandible yellow ; iris brown ; feet fleshy; claws hornv brown 
{Scully). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 24; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Naini Tal to the Daplila hills 
in Assam ; the Khasi and JNaga hills; North Cachar; Manipur; 
occurring from 3000 to 6000 feet or even higher. 

Habits, &o. Breeds from April to June, constructing a cup-shaped 
nest of moss lined with leaves, in a fork of a small tree. The 
eggs, three or four in number, are greenish blue speckled with red 
and yellowish brown, and measure '75 by 51. 


222. Siva sordida. The Dull Siva. 


apua jsuywi, j&ircis jsurm. p. no. 

Siva sordida, Hume, & F. v, p. 104 (1877) ; Hume % Dav. S. F. yi, 
p. 371; Hume, Cat .no. 617 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 144 ; Sharpe. 
Cat. B. M. vn, p. 641. 

Coloration. Besembles /S', cyanuroptera. Differs in having the 
back, scapulars, wing-coverts, and the outer webs of the tertiaries 
earth-brown, not ochraceous ; the winglet is not tipped with white 
nor have the quills of the wing either white tips or white margins"’ 
the blue portions of the plumage are much duller. ’ 

Lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws whity brown; upper man- 
DavLon) ^ ^ ufc P^ e brown ; iris oreamy yellow (Hume §■ 
Of the same size as S, cyanuroptera. 
m SI "' Karennee ; the higher slopes of Muleyit mountain 

0 °° ‘ 1 “ i Pe “ 1 ' «“ 
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Germs YUHINA, Hoclgs., 1836. 

The genus Tuhina contains four species, three of which are 
found in the Himalayas and the hill- tracts of Assam. 

In Yuhina the bill is about two thirds the length of the head, 
greatly curved and sharply pointed ; the frontal hairs and the rictal 
bristles are well developed, and the nostrils are covered by a large 
membrane. The head is fully crested. The tail is rather short 
and perfectly square. 

One species lays spotted eggs and another unspotted white eggs, 
but the evidence in the latter case is not to my mind conclusive. 
It will prove a curious exception should it be fouud always to lay 
unspotted white eggs. 

The birds of this genus frequent trees in small parties and feed 
largely on berries in addition to insects. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Throat streaked Y. gularia , p. 211 . 

b. Throat plain. 

a'. Nape chestnut Y* occipitalis , p. 212. 

b'. Nape grey Y. nigrimentura, p. 212. 

223. Yu hin a gularis. The Stripe-throated Yuhina. 

Yuhina gularis. Sodas. As. Acs. xix, p. 166 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 100 ; 
Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 261 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 261 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. ii, p, 44 ; Hume, N.^E. p. 396 ; Myth, Birds Burin, p. 110 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 626 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 321 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 150 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 631 ; Oates in Hume’s N. Sr E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 139. 

The Stripe-throated Flower-pecker , Jerd. ; Fugi-pho, Lepcb. 

Coloration. Forehead and crest rich hair-brown ; upper plumage, 
■wing-coverts, tertiaries, and tail olive-brown, tinged with fulvous 
on the rump ; lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts grey ; chin and throat 
pale rufescent, streaked with black; breast plain rufesceut ; re- 
mainder of lower plumage dull orange-brown, duller on the sides ; 
primary-coverts and winglet black ; wings blackish, the third to 
the sixth primaries edged with pale grey on the terminal portion of 
the outer webs, and all the secondaries except the first edged 
throughout their entire length with orange-brown. _ _ 

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible homy brown ; iris brown 
or dark brown ; feet deep buff or orange ; claws dusky ( Scully ). 

Length about 6; tail 2*4; wing 2-8; tarsus -8; hill from gape -8. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, from 4000 to 10,000 
feet of elevation. Blyth records this species from Arrakan, hut 
there is no recent instance of its occurrence in this division known. 

Habits, #o. Breeds, according to Hodgson, from April to July, 
building a large, massive, egg-shaped nest of moss in the fork of a 
branch or between ledges of rock. The eggs are a pale buff-colour, 
thickly spotted with red or brownish red, and measure *8 by -56. 

p 2 
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CUATEBOPOBIDTE. 


224. Yuhina occipitalis. The Slaty-headed Yuhinct. 

Yuhina occipitalis, Hodgs . As. Res . xix, p. 166 (1836) ; Blyth , 
p. 100 ; JEtorsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 261 ; Jerd. B . J. ii, p. 261 ; Z?/a/i/. 
/. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 44 ; Hume , Cat. no. 627 ; Scully , S. F. 
viii, p. 321 ; Sharpe, Cat . B . ifcT. vii, p. 633. 

The Slaty-headed Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Turringing-pho , Lepch. 



Fig. 62. — Head of Y. occipitalis. 


Coloration . [Forehead and crest slaty grey, with whitish shaft- 
streaks ; posterior feathers of crest and the nape chestnut ; hind 
neck ashy ; upper plumage rufous-brown ; wing and tail brown, 
the outer webs margined and suffused with rufous-brown ; a circle of 
white feathers round the eye ; ear-coverts and the region of the eye 
slaty grey, streaked whitish ; a narrow interrupted black moustachial 
streak; chin, throat, breast, and sides of neck vinous ; sides of tbe 
abdomen rusty grey ; abdomen pale chestnut ; thighs, vent, and 
under tail-coverts bright chestnut ; under wing-coverts and edge 
of wing white. 

Bill reddish brown; iris red-brown; feet orange-buff ; claws 
horny-brown (Scully). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution. [Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, at elevations of from 
7000 to 10,000 feet. 


225. Yuluna mgrimentum. The Black-chinned Yuhina. 


Polyodon irigrimentum, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool . Misc. p. 82 (1844). 

Yuhina nignmentum, Hodgs . J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 502 (1845) : Blyth, 
Cat. p. 337 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 262 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 262 
Hume, N. $ B. p. 396 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169, 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume, Cat . no. 628 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 633 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 252 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr F. 2nd ed 
i, p. 139. 

The Black-chinned Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Turringing-pho , Lepch. 


Coloration. Forehead and crest black, each feather margined with 
grey ; nape and. sides of the head grey ; lores and chin black ; upper 
plumage and tail dull olive-green ; primaries and secondaries brown 
with a narrow external edging of olive-green to each feather ; throat 
5 .remainder of lower plumage fulvous, tinged with rufous. 

Bill dusky above, lower mandible red ; feet reddish yellow : iris 
brown (Jordon). 
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Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from gape*6. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Garwhdl to the Daphla hills in 
Assam; the Naga bills in Manipur. This species appears to be 
found at considerable elevations only. It extends into China. 

Habits , Sfc. Gammie found a nest in Sikhim in June ; a mere pad 
of moss and wool in a large tree. It contained four white eggs, 
which measured *58 by *43. ° 

Genus ZOSTEROPS, Vigors & Horsf., 1826. 

In the 6 Catalogue of Birds in the British Museum 9 the genus 
Zoster ops is placed by Gadow among the Meliphagidce, but he 
remarks with regard to the Zosteropince that their degree of relation- 
ship with Meliphagiclce is doubtful and that they might, perhaps, 
with more propriety be ranged with the Dicceidce . 

Seeing, therefore, that the position of Zosterops is still doubtful 
and that none of the true Meliphagidce are found in India, I am 
disposed for the present to place Zosterojps with the Sibiince , with 
many genera of which subfamily it has undoubted affinities, especi- 
ally with Yuhina . 

In Zosterojps the bill is about half the length of the head, slender, 
curved and pointed, and the nostrils are covered by a largemem- 
brane. The head is not crested. The eye is surrounded by a 
circle of small white feathers, which gives a characteristic appear- 
ance to the bird. The tongue, according to Gadow, is protractile, 
bifid, each half broken up into numerous stiff homy fibres so as to 
form a brush. 

The wing has ten primaries, but the first is very minute, so minute 
as frequently to evade observation. This first primary, in addition 
to being small, appears to grow over the second one, not under it, 
and this makes it the more difficult to be detected. Its shaft is, 
however, always visible with a small lens. The tail of Zosterops is 
short and quite square. 

This genus is represented over a considerable portion of Africa, 
Southern Asia, and Australia. The White-eyes are all small birds 
found in fiocks on trees, the leaves of which they search for insects 
with a constant twitter. Several of the Indian species are very 
closely allied to one another in coloration and size. 

Key to the Species . 


a. Chin and throat yellow ; abdomen grey. 
a'. Upper plumage golden yellow. 

a". Abdomen entirely grey • Z. palpebrosa> p. 214. 

b". Abdomen grey, with a yellow band down 

the middle Z. aureiventris , p. 215. 

b\ Upper plumage olive-green. 

c". Yellow on the chin and throat pme and 

confined to those parts Z. simplex , p. 215. 

d”. Yellow on the chin and throat tinged 

with green and extending to the breast. Z. ceylonemis, p. 215. 

b. The whole lower plumage yellow Z. siamensis , p. 216. 
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226. Zosterops palpebrosa. The Indian White-eye. 

Sylvia palpebrosa, Temm. Pl. Col. 203, fig. 3 (1824). 

Zosterops nicobaricus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. , xiv, P-563 (1845). 

Zosterops palpebrosus ( Temm .), Blyth , Cat. p. 220 ; Horsf.fy M. Cat . 
i, p. 263 ; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 265 ; Hume, N. $ B. p. 397; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped ., Aves, p. 631 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 682 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 631 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 322 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 398 ; 
Gadow, Cat. B. M. ix, p, 165 (part.) ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 247 ; 
Hume, S F. xi, p. 263 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. i. p. 140. 
Zosterops mcobariensis, Blyth, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 242 ; iv, p. 201 ; id. 
Cat. no. 631 ter. 

Zosterops palpebrosa nicobariensis, Hume, S. F. iv, p. 291. 

The White-eyed Tit, Jerd. 



Fig. 63. — Head ol Z. palpebrosa. 


Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, and sides 
of the head golden yellow ; the chin and , throat bright yellow ; 
breast, abdomen, and flanks greyish white; under tail-coverts 
yellow ; wings dark brown, edged with greenish yellow ; a ring of 
feathers round the eye white ; feathers in front and below the eye 
black ; tail brown, narrowly margined with greenish yellow. 

Bill black ; base of lower mandible bluish grey ; irides yellowish 
hazel ; feet dark plumbeous ; claws brownish homy (Scully). 

Length 4*2 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *55. 

Varieties. The race of this species from the Andamans and 
Nicobars is characterized by a very large bill, and it is difficult 
to find any bird from the peninsula with the bill equally large. 
As a few, however, are found, it is not desirable to separate the 
insnlar fonn. On examining the Burmese Zosterops , procured by 
myself in Pegu and by others in Tenasserim, I find that they all 
belong to the closely allied but easily recognizable Z. simplex of 
China. 

Distribution. Every portion of India from Murree in the Hazara 
country to Sadiya in Assam, and southwards on the one hand to 
Ceylon and the Nicobars, and on the other to the neighbourhood of 
Bhdmo in Upper Burma. Anderson’s specimens from this latter 
district are typical Z. palpebrosa. Iu the Himalayas this species 
is found up to 7000 feet, and it occurs all over the higher hill- 
ranges of Southern India. It is stated by Blyth to extend to 
Arrakan, but at the time he wrote the other closely allied species 
which inhabit Burma had not been separated, and possibly Blyth 
was mistaken. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds, according to locality, from January to Sep- 
tember, but April appears to be the month in which most nests may 
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everywhere be fouucl. The nest is a very delicate little cup made of 
vegetable fibres and cobwebs, suspended in a fork of a small branch 
at all heights from the ground. The eggs are generally two in 
number and pale blue without marks, but occasionally some eggs 
may be met with marked at the larger end with darker blue. The 
eggs measure about *62 by *47. 

22 7. Zosterops aureiventris. Mime's White-eye. 

Zosterops lateralis, Temm ., Hartlaub , Jowm. f. Orn. 1865, p. 15 ; 
Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 303; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 452; id. Cat. 
no. 631 a ( neo Lath.). 

Zosterops palpebrosa ( Temm?), apud Bl. fy Wald. Birds Burm. p. 110, 
part. 

Zosterops auriventer, Hume , 8. F. vi, p. 519 (1878) ; viii, pp. 163, 
497 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 344 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. ix, p. 163 ; Sal- 
vador!, Ann. Mus. Ctv. Gen. (2), y, p. 592. 

Zosterops buxtoni, Nicholson, Ibis, 1879, p, 167. 

Coloration. Resembles Z. palpebrosa. Differs in having a broad 
yellow band down the middle oE the abdomen and a shorter tail. 
The tail is seldom more than 1*4 in length and never exceeds 1*5. 
The greenish-yellow margins to the tail-feathers are reduced in 
extent and sometimes quite absent. 

Distribution . I have examined specimens of this species from the 
Karen hills and Karennee procured by Ward law Ramsay, and 
others from Tavoy collected by Davison. I did not procure it in 
Pegu. 

, This bird extends down the Malay peninsula to the islands of 
Sumatra and Java. 

228. Zosterops simplex. Swinhoe's Wliite-eye . 

Zosterops simplex, Swinhoe , P. Z. S. 1863, p. 203; id. Ibis , 1863, p. 294 ; 
Hartl. Journ. f. Orn. 1865, p. 13 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 403 ; id. Cat. 
no. 631 B ; Styan , Ibis, 1887, p. 227. 

Zosterops palpebrosa ( Temm.) , apud Hume, S. F. iii, p. 143 ; apud 
Oates, S. F. x, p. 227 ; id. B. B. i, p. 342. 

Coloration. Resembles Z. palpebrosa. DifEers in having the 
whole upper plumage olive-green instead of golden yellow. The 
dimensions of the two species are the same. 

Distribution . I procured a few specimens of this bird in Lower 
Pegu round the town of Pegu, and it is probably this species that 
Peilden obtained at Thayetmyo. Blanford records it from East 
Nepal (J. A. S. B. xli, pfc. 2, p. 157). It is found throughout 
Southern China. 

229. Zosterops ceylonensis. The Ceylon White-eye. 

Zosterops annulosus, Kelaart, Frod. p. 121 (nec Swains on). 

Zosterops ceylonensis, Holdsioorth , JP. Z. S. 1872, p. 459, pi. 20, fig. 2 ; 
Hume , S. F. vii, p. 404 ; Legge , Birds Ceyl . p. 585, pi. xxvi, fig. 2 ; 
Hume, Cat. no, 631 bis; Gadow, Cat B. M. ix, p. 173; Oates in 
Hume's N. §* E. 2nd ed. i, p. 145. 
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Coloration . Upper plumage together with the sides of the neck 
olive-green; wings and tail dark brown edged with olive-green; a 
ring of white feathers round the eye ; lores and under the eye 
blackish ; chin, throat, upper breast, and under tail-coverts dull 
oil-yellow ; lower breast and abdomen greyish white. 

Iris yellowish brown or reddish brown or pale brownish yellow ; 
bill blackish, with the base beneath bluish or pale slaty ; legs and 
feet bluish or pale leaden ( Legge ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*75 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . Ceylon, above 1500 feet of elevation. 

Habits , $c. Breeds from March to May. The nest and eggs appear 
to resemble those of Z. palpebrosa. The eggs measure about *64 
by *45. 


230. Zosterops siamensis. The Siamese White-eye. 

Zosterops siamensis, Blyth , Ibis, 1867, p. 34 ; Walden , Ibis , 1876, 
p. 350, pi. x, fig. 1 ; Hume $ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 375 ; Hume, Cat . 
no. 631 quat. ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 228 ; id. B. B. i, p. 343 ; Gadow , 
Cat. B. M. ix, p. 180 ; Salvador i, Ann . Mus. Civ . Gen. (2) v, 
p. 592. 

Zosterops austeni, Walden , in Blyth' s Birds Burm. p. Ill (1875); 
Hume, 8. F. v, p. 5(3 ; Hume $ Dav . S. F. vi, p. 376 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 631 quint. 

Coloration . Lores and a small patch under the eye black; a 
circle of feathers round the eye white ; the whole plumage yellow, 
brightest below ; wings and tail dark brown, each feather edged 
externally with yellow, narrowly on the primaries, broadly on the 
secondaries, and the yellow occupying nearly the whole of the 
tertiaries. 

Iris light reddish brown ; bill horn-colour, plumbeous at the base 
of the lower mandible and at the gape ; mouth flesh-colour ; feet 
and claws light plumbeous. 

Length 4*2 ; tail 1*6 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *55 ; hill from gape *52. 

Distribution. Southern Pegu, about the towns of Bangoon and 
Pegu ; Karennee; Tenasserim, from Thatone to Amherst and 
Muleyit mountain : also Siam and Cochin China. 

Habits , 6fc. This bird is found in forests and densely-wooded 
gardens in the tops of high trees. It goes about in flocks and has 
a low twittering note. 


Genus IXULUS, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Ixulus contains three species which are found on the 
Himalayas and the hill-ranges of Assam and Burma. 

. Iwuluf resembles Yuhina in everything except the sbape of the 
bill, which in loculus is shorter, deeper, and more curved at the 
tip. 
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The birds of this genus are found in parties, frequenting the 
branches of trees and feeding on insects. 


Key to the Species . 


a. Nape white L occipitalis , p. 217. 

b. Nape without any white. 

a A chestnut collar on the hind neck J. Jlavicollis, p. 218. 

b'. No chestnut collar on the hind neck I. humilis, p. 218. 


231. Ixulus occipitalis. The Chestnut-headecl loculus. 

ftiva occipitalis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 937 (1844). 

Ixulus occipitalis (Bl.),- Blyth, Cat . p. 100; Horsf. fy M . Cat. i, 
p. 411 ; Jerd. B, L ii, p. 259 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A . 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 109 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume, N. § F. p. 396 ; id. Cat . 
no. 624; id. 8. F. xi, p. 251; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 613; 
Oates in Hume's N. 8f JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 145. 

The Chestnut-headed Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Temgyeng-pho or Turring- 
ng-plio, Lepch. 



Fig. 64. — Head of I. occipitalis . 

Coloration . Forehead and lengthened feathers of crest ferru- 
ginous brown ; the tips of the occipital crest-feathers and a large 
nuchal spot white ; lores and round the eye dusky ; ear-coverts white 
streaked with rufous ; with this exception the sides of the head 
and neck, the whole hind neck, and the cheeks ferruginous brown ; 
hack, rump, and visible portions of the wings dull olive-green, the 
shafts of the feathers of the back whitish, and the outer webs of 
the earlier primaries hoary grey ; upper tail-coverts and tail brown 
suffused with fulvous ; chin and throat white ; breast pinkish 
brown streaked with brown ; abdomen and flanks olivaceous, the 
middle of the former part paler ; under tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Bill black ; legs pale yellowish brown ; iris brown (, Jerdon ). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills in 
Assam ; the Khasi hills. 

Habits, 4~c. G-ammie found the nest of this species in Sikhim on 
the 17th June, with three eggs. The nest was a shallow cup of 
fine moss-roots and moss, placed in a small tree. 



218 


CBATEHOPODJDJS, 


232. Ixulus flavicollis. The Yellow-tutted Ixulus. 

Yuhina flavicollis, Hodgs. As. Res, xix, p. 107 (1830).. 

Ixulus fiavicollis (Hodgs.), Blyth , Cat. p. 100; Ilorsf. $ M. Cat. i, 
p. 262 ; Jerd , B . I. ii, p. 258 ; Godw.-Aitst. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 109; xlv, pt. ii, p. 82; Blanf. J. A. 8.B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45; 
Hume, N. $ E. p. 395 ; Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 252 ; Hume, Cut. 
no. 623 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 320 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 012 ; 
Hume. S. F. xi, p. 251 ; Oates in Hume's 2V. t$* E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 145. 

The Yellotiynaped Flower-pecker, Jerd.; Siripchong-pho, Lepcli, 

Coloration . Forehead and lengthened feathers of crest rich 
brown ; hinder part of crown, nape, and sides of the head mouse- 
grey, the lower part of the ear-coverts silvery ; lores and mons- 
tachial streak black ; a white ring of small feathers round the eye ; 
a broad chestnut collar round the hind neck; upper plumage olive- 
brown, the shafts of the feathers of the back paler ; upper tail- 
coverts tinged with fulvous ; tail and wings brown suffused with 
the colour of the back, the primaries narrowly edged with white 
on the outer webs ; chin and cheeks white ; throat white, with a 
few narrow ochraceous streaks and frequently with dark shafts ; 
middle of breast and abdomen pale fulvous ; vent and under tail- 
coverts deep fulvous; sides of breast and abdomen ochraceous 
streaked with white ; under wing-coverts white. 

Upper mandible brownish black ; lower mandible fleshy brown, 
greyish horny at base ; iris light to dark brown, sometimes reddish 
brown ; feet fleshy buff ; claws pale brown-horny (Scully). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Assam ; 
the Kh4si hills ; Manipur : from 5000 to 8000 feet of elevation. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from May to July, constructing a deep cup- 
like nest of moss and fibres, which is suspended from one or two 
tvyigs of a branch. The eggs, usually three in number, are whitish 
marked with brown of various shades, and measure -78 by -56. 


233. Indus humilis. Davison’s Ixulus. 

Ixulus humilis, Hume , S. F. v, p. 106 (1877) ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. 
vi, p. 874 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 149 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 614 ; 
Salvadw'i, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 602. 

Staphidea humilis (Hume), Hume , Cat. no, 625 bis. 

Coloration .. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of the 
wings and tail, the sides of the head, and the lengthened crest plain 
brown; lores and a moustachial streak darker brown; sides of 
neck and whole lower plumage white, the chin, throat, and breast 
with very narrow brown shaft-streaks ; the sides of the body, thighs, 
and under tail-coverts w*ith broader streaks, increasing in size as 
they approach the tail ; under wing-coverts white. 

upper mandible black ; lower mandible pale brown ; legs and 
feet fleshy brown ; iris red-brown (Hume Davison). 
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Length 5-2 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 
Distribution The higher parts of Muleyit mountain in Tenas- 
serim. 


Genus HERPORNIS, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Herpornis contains only one species, found in the 
Himalayas and Burma, and extending down the Malay peninsula. 
This species is represented in China and Borneo respectively by 
two subspecies. 

In Herpornis the bill is nearly as long as the head, slender but 
well bent down at the tip; the nostrils are covered by a few 
frontal hairs, and the rietal bristles are strong ; the head is crested ; 
the wing is rather long and pointed, and the tail is perfectly square. 
The plumage is green. 


234. Herpornis xantholeuca. The White-bellied Herpornis . 

Erpornis xantholeuca, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 380 (1844) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 101 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 232 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 264 ; 
Godio-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109. 

Erpornis xanthochlora, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 88 (1844) ; 

td. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 23 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 142. 

Herpornis xantholeuca (Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 167 ; 
Godw.-Ausi . J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 83 ; Hume Sr JDao. 8. F. vi, 
pp. 374, 519 ; Anders . Yunnan Fxped., Aves , p. 630 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 630 ; Bingham , 8. F. ix, p. 190 ; Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 256 ; Oates , 
8. F. x, p. 227 ; id. B. B. i, p. 151 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii,p. 636; 
Hume j 8. F. xi, p. 252. 

The White-bellied Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Dang-pur-pho , Lepch. 



Fig. 65. — Head of H. xantholeuca. 


Coloration. The whole upper plumage, tail, wing-coverts, and 
tertiaries clear greenish yellow ; primaries and secondaries edged 
with the colour of the back ; lores, cheeks, and the lower plumage 
white slightly tinged with grey ; ear-coverts ashy white ; under 
wing-coverts pale yellow ; under tail-coverts bright yellow. 

IJpper mandible fleshy horn-colour, the edges and the whole 
lower mandible light flesh-colour; gape yellow; mouth yellow; 
eyelids plumbeous ; iris brown ; legs and claws pinkish flesh-colour. 

Length nearly 5; tail 1*8; wing 2*7; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam ; the hill- 
ranges of Assam ; Cachar ; Manipur, and the whole of Burma ; 
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extending down the Malay peninsula. This bird does not appear 
to he found above 4000 or 5000 feet of elevation. In Burma it 
is as common at the level of the sea as on the hills. 

Habits, Sfc . This species is found in thick forests in companies 
of ten or more, searching the leaves for insects. 


Subfamily LIOTRICHINiE. 

The Liotrichince comprise those members of the Crateropodiclaz 
which are strictly arboreal, and in which the sexes are differently 
coloured. The first character separates them from the Bracky- 
pterygince , and the second from all the other subfamilies. 

The genera Aethorhynchus and JEgithina have two moults a year, 
and thus show affinities with the Sylviidce. The other genera have 
only the usual autumn moult. 

The genera Gephalopyrus and Hypocolius are migratory to some 
extent. The other genera are sedentary. 

All the Liotrichince , so far as is known, lay spotted eggs. Minla 
and Myzornis may prove to be exceptions to this general rule, but 
the evidence regarding these two genera is incomplete and unsatis- 
factory so far as it goes. 

Key to the Genera . 

a. First primary about half the length of 
second. 

a\ Tail considerably shorter than wing. 
a'. The secondaries falling short of tip of 
wing by a distance not greater than 
half the length of tarsus. 

a" 1 . Tail-feathers curved outwards . . Liothbix, p. 221. 

6"\ Tail-feathers straight. 
a 4 . Upper tail-coverts falling short 
of tip of tail by less than the 

length of hind toe Cutia, p. 222. 

6 4 . Upper tail-coverts falling short 
of tip of tail by about the length 
of tarsus. 

a 5 . Tarsus much longer than 
middle toe with claw. 
a 6 . Bill stout, strongly notched 
and hooked at tip. 
a 7 . Bill about half the length 
of head 5 cnlmen well 

curved Ptebuthius, p. 223. 

b 7 . Bill as lonsr as the head ; 

culmen nearly straight . Aethobhvnchtjs, p. 228. 
6®. Bill slender and very little 
deflected at tip. 
c 7 . Width of hill behind the 
nostrils equal to half the 
length of bill from that 
point to tip ^Egithjlna, p. 220. 
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d 7 . Width of bill beliind the 
nostrils equal to a third 

of length of bill 

b‘\ Tarsus shorter than middle 

toe with claw 

h" . The secondaries falling short of the 
tip of wing by a distance fully equal 
to length of tarsus. 

Head not crested ; tail square . . 
d"'. Head crested ; tail graduated .... 
b'. Tail and wing about equal in length. 

C\ Outer tail-leather falling short of tip 
of tail by a distance equal to length 

of tarsus 

d". Outer tail-feather falling short of tip 
of tail by a distance less than half 
the length of tarsus. 
e Bill notched. 

c 4 . Depth of closed bill at the ante- 
rior corner of nostril mu:ih 
greater than the width at same. 
d 4 . Depth at same point equal to 

the width 

Bill entire 

b. First primary about a sixth the length of 
the second. 

c'. Tail shorter than wing. 

e ". Nostrils overhung by numerous fine 

hairs « 

f'\ Nostrils not overhung by hairs .... 
d f . Tail longer than wing 


Myzornis, p. 233. 
Ohloropsis, p. 234. 

Irena, p. 239. 
Meeanociilora, p. 241. 

Hilarocichla, p. 243. 


Mesia, p. 244. 

Minla, p. 245. 
Leptopceciee, p. 246. 


Cephaeopyrtjs, p. 247. 
PSAROGEOSSA, p. 248. 
Hypocoeius, p. 250. 


Genus LIOTHRIX, Swains., 1831. 

The genus Liothrix contains one remarkable hill-bird which is 
characterized by a slightly forked tail, the feathers of which are 
bent outwards. The bill is about half the length of the head, stout, 
and with the culmen curved. It resembles very closely the bill of 
Mesia figured below (p. 244). The tail is quite square at the tip, 
and the upper tail-coverts are long. 

235. Liothrix lutea. The Red-billed Liothrix. 

Sylvia lutea, S cop. Del, Flor . et Faun . Insubr. ii, p. 96 (1786). 

Bahila callipyga, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 88. 

Leiothrix luteus (Scop.), Blyth , Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. <§• M. Cat . i,p. 364 ; 
Jerd '. B. I. ii, p. 250 ; Goduo.-Aust. J. A . 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169 ; 
Oates , B. B. i. p. 142 ; Hume, 8 . F. xi, p. 247. 

Leiothrix callipyga (Hodgs.), Hume , N. fy E. p. 390; Qammie , 8. F. 
iii, p. 266 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped Aves , p. 629. 

Liothrix lutea (Scop.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 109; Hume , Cat. 
no. 614 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 644 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 147. 

The Red-billed Hill-Tit , Jerd. ; Nanachura, Dehra Doon; Rapchil-pho, 
Lepch. 



222 


OEATEROPODIDiE. 


Coloration . Male. The whole upper plumage and sides of the 
neck olive-green, the forehead and crown tinged with yellow and 
the longer tail-coverts tipped with, white ; middle pair of tail- 
feathers and the outer webs of the others black ; the. inner webs 
brown; the primaries edged with yellow and later on with crimson ; 
the secondaries black, with a patch of orange-yellow at the base of 
the outer web of each ; tertiaries olive-green tinged with rufous ; 
lores orange-yellow ; a ring round the eye yellow; ear-coverts 
silvery grey ; a narrow moustachial streak dusky green ; chin and 
throat bright yellow, turning to deep orange-yellow on the lower 
throat ; centre of breast and abdomen and the vent and under 
tail-coverts yellow ; sides of breast and abdomen slaty green. 

Female. The crimson on the primaries of the male is replaced by 
orange-yellow. JSTo other difference. 

Bill coral-red at tip, black at base ; legs yellow-brown {Coelcburn)\ 
iris brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 2*75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill at gape -6. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Simla to Bhutan ; the KMsi 
hills ; the Kakhyen hills near Bhaoao in Upper Burma; Arrakan. 
This bird is found from 5000 to 8000 feet or lower. It extends 
into China. 

Habits , Sfc. Ur. Jerdon states that this species usually associates 
in small parties of five or six, frequenting the dense thickets and 
underwood that springs up wherever the forest is partially cleared. 
It is a shy bird, and avoids observation in general. Its food con- 
sists of berries, fruits, seeds, and insects. Its usual note is a 
chattering call ; but iu the spring the male has a very pleasing 
song. 

This bird makes a cup-shaped nest of dry leaves and moss bound 
together with grass and roots, and generally placed in a leafy 
bush, at no great height from the ground. The number of eggs is 
usually three ; they are pale green, spotted and otherwise marked 
with red, purple, and brown ; they measure about *85 by *62. 


Genus CTJTIA, Hodgs., 1836. 

The genus Cutia is remarkable for the great development of the 
tail-coverts, which reach nearly to the tip of the tail. The genus 
contains only one species, both sexes of which are very handsomely 
coloured. 

In Cutia the bill is rather slender, curved, notched, pointed, and 
slightly longer than half the length of the head ; the rictal bristles 
are very short ; the nostrils are longitudinal and covered by a 
membrane ; the frontal feathers are short and firm. The tail is 
about two thirds the length of the wing and slightly rounded. 


236. Cutia nepalensis. The Nepal Cutia. 

Cutia nipalensis, Hodys. J. A. S. B. v, p. 774 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 98 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat i, p. 227 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 247^ ; Wald. 
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in Blyth's Birds Bunn. p. 109 ; Godiv.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, 
p. 81 ; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 39 ; Hume <§* Dav. S. F. vi, p. 370 ; Hume 
Cat. no. 612 ; Oates , B. B. i. p. 140 : Sharpe. Cat. B. M. vii, p. 646; 
Hume, S. F. xi. p. 245. 

The Yellow-bached Shrike- Tit, Jerd. ; Khatya, Nepal; JRabnoon or 
Rapnun-pho , Lepch. 



Fig. 66. — Head of C. nepalensis. 

Coloration. Male. The lores, sides of forehead, and a broad 
band passing through the eyes and ear-coverts round the nape 
black ; the whole crown inside this black band deep slaty ; back, 
scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts bright chestnut; wing- 
coverts black ; quills black, all but the first two with a patch of 
slaty near the base, increasing in extent inwards, and the third to 
the sixth or seventh primary with a narrow edging of the same 
about the middle of the outer web ; most of the later quills 
minutely tipped with white ; tail black ; lower plumage white, the 
sides of the body boldly barred with black ; vent and under tail- 
coverts pale buff. 

Female. The slaty colour of the head paler; the band round the 
head chocolate-brown ; the back and scapulars reddish brown with 
large oval black spots ; otherwise as in the male. 

Legs and feet rich wax-yellow ; claws pale yellowish horny ; bill 
black, pale leaden blue at gape and base of lower mandible ; iris 
brown {Hume). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape ’9. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from [Nepal to the Daphla hills in 
Assam; Eastern Ndga hills; Manipur; Karennee; apparently 
at 6000 feet and upwards. 

Habits , fyc. Gregarious, on high trees. 


Genus PTERTTTHUJS, Swains., 1831. 

The genus PterutJiius contains five Indian species with the 
general external appearance of Shrikes. 

The bill is about oue half the length of the head, strong, strongly 
hocked at the tip, and with the margins sinuated ; the rictal bristles 
are weak. The nostrils are oval and partially covered by the frontal 
bristles, which are well developed. The feathers of the crown are 
somewhat ample, but they do not form a crest. 
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The wing is rounded ; the tail is about two thirds the length of 
the wing and slightly rounded, and its coverts reach to about the 
middle of the tail. The tarsus is strong and smooth. 

The birds of this genus are entirely arboreal, being found in 
flocks traversing the highest trees. They are confined to the hilly 
portions of the country, and feed upon both insects and berries. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Tertiaries chestnut. 

a\ Crown black P. erythropterus 3 ? p- 224. 

b\ Crown bluish grey P. erythropterus § , p. 224. 

b. Tertiaries golden yellow P. ceralatusg , p. 225. 

c. Tertiaries green tipped with chestnut. ... P. ceralatm J , p. 225. 

d. Tertiaries bluish grey or green. 

&. Crown greenish yellow. 

a". Nape bluish ashy. 

ci"'. Tips of wing- coverts white P. melanotis 3 , p. 226. 

b"\ Tips of wing-coverts salmon- 

colour P. melanotis $ , p. 226. 

b". Nape greenish yellow. 

o'". Tips of wing-coverts white .... P. intermedius 3 , p. 227. 
d * Tips of wing-coverts salmon- 

colour . P. intermedius 5 , p. 227. 

d'. Crown blackish P. .vanthochloris 3 > p.227. 

e\ Crown dark grey P. xanthochtoris^ , p. 227. 


237- Pteruthius erythropterus. The Reel-winged Shrike- Tit. 

Lanina erythropterus, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 22 ; Gould, Cent . 

pi. 11. 

Pteruthius erythropterus ( Vig.), Blyth , Cat. p. 99 ; Hors /. ; # M. Cat . 
h P*. 172 ; Jertl. B. I. ii ? p. 245 ; Stoliczlca, J. A . /S'. li. xxxvii, 
pt. ii, p. 49 ; Qodw.-Aust . J. A . S. B . xxxix, pt. ii, p. 108 ; Cock $ 
Marsh. S.F. i, p. 356; Hume, N. JE. p. 389; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. 
/S'. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 81 ; Hume, Cat . no. 609; id. S. F. xi, p. 243 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 150. 

Ptererythrius erythropterus {Vig.) } Gadow, Cat . B. M . viii, p. 113. 



Pig. 67. — Head of P. erythropterus. 


Coloration. Male. Forehead, crown' nape, lores, ear-coverts, 
and under the eye black ; a broad white supercilium from the eye 
to the nape; upper plumage bluish grey, some of the upper tail- 
coverts tipped black ; tail and wing-coverts black ; primaries and 
secondaries dark brown, edged with glossy black and tipped white ; 
tertianes chestnut; lower plumage very pale greyish white, the 
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sides of the throat, the centre of the abdomen, vent, and under tail- 
coverts pure white ; lower part of the flanks pale rusty; under 
wing-coverts white. 

Female . The forehead, crown, nape, and sides of the head bluish 
grey, the ear-coverts with paler shafts, the lores and round the 
eye more or less dusky ; indications of a white supercilium, very 
ill-defined ; upper plumage olive-grey ; smaller wing-coverts 
black edged with yellowish ; greater coverts yellow on the outer 
webs, black on the inner ; primary-coverts and winglet black ; the 
earlier primaries edged with hoary grey, the other quills edged with 
yellow ; tertiaries chestnut ; central tail-feathers green, the others 
black, with the greater portion of the outer webs green and tipped 
yellow ; lower plumage entirely pale buff. 

The young resemble the female, and the male assumes the adult 
plumage in the September of the first year. 

Legs and feet fleshy, in some pinker, in some whiter ; claws a 
darker or paler brown ; soles yellowish ; lower mandible and edges 
of upper from gape to below nares pale blue or plumbeous ; rest 
of upper mandible black, occasionally homy black ; irides greyish 
lavender, deep grey, deep blue- grey, greenish grey, grey-blue, pearly 
blue-grey, pale green speckled v\ ith white, and varying a little in 
every specimen (Hume). Iris amber (Godwin-Austen). 

Length 6*5 to 8 ; tail about 2*5 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Hazara country to Assam ; 
the Khasi and Naga hills; Manipur. From 2500 (Jerdon) to 
10,000 feet (Stoliczka). 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in May, constructing a craclle-like nest of 
moss and hair in a fork of a branch near the top of a high tree. 
The eggs, usually three in number, are whitish speckled with 
brownish red and purple. Oue egg measured *9 by *68. 

238. Pteruthius sBralatns. TickelVs ShriJce-Tit. 

Pteruthius seralatus, Tick. J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 267 (1855) ; Anders. 
Yunnan JExped., Ares, p. 628, pi. xlvii ; Hume # Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 368 ; Hume , Cat . no. 6 L 0 his ; Salvadori , Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) v, p. 599. 

Pterythrius seralatus, Tick., Blyth fy Wald. Birds Burm. jp. 109. 

Ptererythrius seralatus, Tick., Oates f B. B. i, p. 137 ; Gadoio , Cat. 
B . M. viii, p. 114. 

Coloration. ^Resembles P. erythropterus. The male differs in 
having the tertiaries golden yellow, tinged with red internally and 
tipped black ; the lower plumage much greyer, the lower part of 
the abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts alone being white. 

The female differs in having the tertiaries green, tipped with 
chestnut, and the back grey. 

Legs and feet fleshy white; claws pale brown to black; lower 
mandible and basal edges of the upper mandible along commissure 
pale blue ; rest of bill black ; iris varied considerably, slaty-grey, 
pale greenish blue, and deep brown (Hume Sf Davison). 

VOL. i. Q 



226 


CBATEEOPODIDJE. 


Length about 6-5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 3* 1 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape ‘85. 

Distribution. The Kakhyen hills east of Bhamo ; Karennee and 
the Karen hills east of Toungngoo ; Muleyit mountain in Tenas- 
serim ; also the mountains of Perak in the Malay peninsula. 

Count Salvadori (l. c.) has shown that his P. oameanoi from 
Sumatra is distinct from the present species. 

239. Pteruthius melanotis. The Chestnut-throated Shriker-Tit . 

Pteruthius melanotis, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 448 (1847) ; Oates 
in Hume's H. F. 2nd ed. i, p. 151. 

Pteruthius senoharbus ( Temm .), apud Horsf '. $ M. Cat i, p. 172. 

Allotrius senobarbus, Temm., apud Jerd. B. I. ii ; p. 246 (part.); Godw 
Amt. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 108. 

Allotrius melanotis (Hodgs.), Hume , N. <§- JE. p. 890 ; Hume fy Dav. 
8. F. vi, p. 369 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 456 ; id. Cat. no. 611 ; id. S. F. 
xi, p. 244. 

Ptererythrius melanotis (Hodgs.), Oates , B. B. i, p. 139 ; Gadozo , Cat. 
B. M. viii, p. 117. 

Ku-er-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, back, scapulars, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts greenish yellow ; a ring of white feathers 
round the eye ; ear-coverts yellow $ a spot on each side of the 
neck behind the ear-coverts black ; the whole nape between these 
black spots bluish ashy ; a broad supercilium bluish white ; lores, 
continued in two lines, one over the eye and one below, meeting 
behind the eye, black ; chin and throat deep chestnut, extending 
down to the upper part of the breast ; remaining lower plumage 
bright yellow ; middle tail-feathers green, tipped with black ; the 
next four pairs black, tipped with white, the tips increasing in size 
towards the outside of the tail ; the outermost feathers wholly 
white ; wings brown, edged with bluish grey; the tertiaries wholly 
bluish grey, and all the quills except the earlier primaries tipped 
with white ; lesser wing-coverts black, edged with grey ; greater 
coverts black, broadly tipped with white; primary-coverts and 
winglet black. 

Female. Besembles the male closely ; differs in having the tips 
to the greater wing-coverts salmon-co]our instead of white; the 
chestnut of the throat restricted and not descending to the breast ; 
and in having the lores and the ophthalmic lines pale brown instead 
of black. 

The young resemble the female, but the upper plumage is olive- 
brown, and the grey nape and black lines on the sides of the head 
are wanting ; the lower plumage is yellowish white. All the cha- 
racteristic wing-marks are present from the earliest age. 

Bill plumbeous ; iris light brown ; legs and feet fleshy white 
(Chennett). J 

Length about 4-7 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*5; tarsus -8; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam ; the Khasi 
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and Eastern Naga hills ; Manipur. Pound at high elevations, 
7000 feet or so. 

Habits, $ 0 . According to Hodgson this bird makes a shallow 
cup-like nest of moss and fibres suspended in the fork of a branch 
of a tree. The eggs are pinky lilac, speckled with violet, and 
measure about -77 by *49. 

240. Pternthius intermedins. Hume's Shrike-Tit. 

Allotrius melanotis ( [Hodgs .), Blyth, Birds Burnt. p. 109. 

Allotrius intermedius, Hume, S. F. v, p. 112 (1877) ; Hume § Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 370; Hume, Cat, no. 611 bis; Salvadori, Ann . Mus. 
Civ. Gen . (2) v. p. 600. 

Ptererythrius intermedius (Hume), Oates , B. B. i, p. 140 ; Gadow, 
Cat . B . M . viii, p. 117. 

Coloration. [Resembles P. melanotis. The male diff ers in having 
the forehead deep chestnut like the throat, and above and next to 
it a bright yellow band ; the grey nape and the black neck-patches 
are absent ; the outermost tail-feathers are not entirely white, but 
have a streak of black near the tips of the outer webs ; the first 
and second primaries are entirely black ; the next four are black at 
the base and white on the remainder of the outer webs; the others 
have progressively more black at the base, and the other portions 
of the outer webs green. 

The female differs in having the forehead rufous and the grey on 
the nape absent ; the lower plumage pale yellow ; the wings edged 
with green, except the earlier primaries, which are edged with pale 
yellowish. 

Lower mandible and edge of upper pale blue ; rest of upper 
mandible black ; iris brown ; legs, feet, and claws fleshy (Hume). 

Of the same size as P. melanotis , 

Distribution . Toungngoo ; the upper slopes of Muleyit mountain 
in Tenasserim ; the Thoungyeen valley. Bly th, w ho did not discri- 
minate this and the preceding species, wrongly recorded P. melanotis 
from Toungngoo. 

241. Pternthius xanthochloris. The Green Shrike-Tit. 

Pternthius xanthochloris, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 448 (1847). 

Allotrius aenobarbus, Temm ., apud Jerd. B. 1 \ ii, p. 246 (part.). 

Allotrius, sp., Stoliozka , J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 50. 

Allotrius xanthochloris (Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; 
Hume, 8. F. vii,p. 456; id. Cat. no. 611 ter. 

Ptererythrius xanthochloris (Hodgs.), Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 118. 

Coloration. Male . The forehead, lores, the sides of the crown, 
and round the eye dark grey ; crown and nape blackish, with 
traces of grey among the feathers ; ear-coverts, sides of neck, 
back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts green ; lesser wing- 
coverts brown, edged with green ; greater coverts brown, edged with 
green and tipped with yellowish; primary-coverts black; wings 
dark brown, edged with green exteriorly ; tail brown, suffused with 

Q 2 
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green on the outer webs, tipped white, and the outer web of the 
outermost feather whitish; chin, throat, and breast pale ashy, 
smeared in places with yellow ; remaining lower plumage, under 
wing-coverts, and axillaries bright yellow. 

Female . Differs in having the crown and nape of the same 
dark grey as the forehead ; lores, sides of the crown, and round the 
eye without any trace of black. 

Iris dark grey-brown ; lower mandible and upper mandible along 
the commissure pale plumbeous; rest of upper mandible black; 
legs, feet, and claws fleshy, tinged plumbeous (Davison). 

Length about 5; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape ’55. 

Birds from Nepal and Sikhim have the head much darker than 
birds from the N.W- Himalayas. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim, 
at elevations up to 9000 feet. 

Genus AETHORHYNCHTJS, Sundevall, 1872. 

This genus i3 usually placed with the Brachypodince, but I cannot 
discover that it has any close affinities with the Bulbuls. 

The birds of this genus have a moult in February in addition to 
the autumn moult. From February to June the sexes are very 
differently coloured, but at other times of the year they resemble 
each other. The colours of the female are not changed by the 
February moult. The young males resemble the female for some 
months, and probably assume the male garb in January. 

In this genus the bill is very strong, nearly as long as the head, 
with the culmen nearly straight and the tip strongly notched and 
hooked ; the nostrils are long ovals, and the rictal bristles are 
weak. The tail is almost square at the end. 

242. Aethorhynchus lafresnayii. The Great Iora. 

Iora lafresnayei, Hartlavb , Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 401 ; Stoliczka, J. A . 

S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 309 ; Bl. %■ Wald . Birds Burm . p. 137 ; 

Hume, 8 '. F. v, p. 423 ; Hume $ Dav . 8. F. vi, pp. 328, 516 ; 

Hume j Cat . no. 468 quat. ; Bingham , 8. F. ix, p. 184. 

Iora innotata, Blyth, J7 A. S. B. xvi, p. 472 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 213. 

Phcenicomanes iora, Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 427, pi. liv. 

Aethorhynchus lafresnayii (Hartl ), Sharpe. Cat. B. M. vi, n. 14 : 

Oates; B. JB. i, p. 204. ’ V ’ 



Fig. 68. — Head of A. lafresnayii. 

Coloration . Male . In breeding-plumage (February to June) the 
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upper plumage is dull green, each feather more or less black at 
the extreme tip; wings, tail, and upper tail-coverts deep black, 
the primaries and outer secondaries very narrowly edged with 
greenish on the outer, and more broadly with white on the inner 
webs ; lores, cheeks, a ring round the eye, and the whole lower 
plumage bright yellow. 

The male at other times (July to January) has the upper plu- 
mage, wing-coverts, and tertiaries dull green ; the tail greenish 
yellow ; primaries and secondaries dark brown, edged with greenish 
yellow ; lores, cheeks, round the eye, and the entire lower plumage 
bright yellow. 

Female . Resembles the male in the plumage last described. 

Young males with the tail green and the tertiaries mingled 
black and greenish yellow are not uncommon. 

Iris dark brown ; bill leaden blue, the culmen dark horny ; legs 
and feet leaden blue ; claws horny ( Hume Coll .). 

Length about 6-5; tail 2-2; wing 2-75; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. Arrakan (BlytJi) ; the southern portion of Tenas- 
serim from Mergui to Bankasun and the Thoungyeen valley. 
Tickell obtained this bird near Ye in Tenasserim. It extends down 
the Malay peninsula. 

An allied species from Siam is A. acanthotis , which has the eaT- 
coverts and the tips of the wing-coverts yellow. 

Habits , Sfc. Frequents gardens and forests, going about singly 
or in pairs, searching the leaves of trees for insects and uttering a 
fine whistling call. 

Genus JEGITHINA, Vieill., 1816. 

The genus ASgitMna, allied to the last genus, is equally, in my 
opinion, removed from the Bulbuls. 

All the species of AEJgithina have two moults in the year. The 
females in all cases remain unchanged in colour by the moults, but 
the males in some cases have a very distinct summer and winter 
plumage. 

In JEgitJiina the bill is about two thirds the length of the head, 
with the culmen nearly straight ; the bill is notched and pointed. 
The wing is very rounded and the tail short and square. The 
plumage of the rump is remarkably soft and copious, and the males 
are in the habit at times of puffing it out. 

All the species are green and yellow, and they have a close re- 
semblance one to the other. 

Key to the Sjpecies. 

a. Tail black or green throughout. _ 

a’. Upper plumage either greenish yellow or 

black or a mixture of both 

b\ Upper plumage entirely dark green 

b . Tail tipped with white 


JE. tiphia , p. 230. 

JE. viridissimcty p. 231, 
AS. nigrilutea , p. 232. 
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243. JEgithina tiphia. The Common Iora. 

Motacilla tiphia, Linn. S. N. i, p. 381 (1766). 

Motacilla zeylonica, Gm. S. N. i, p. 964 (1788). 

Iora zeylonica ( Gm .), Blyth, Cat p. 213 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat, i, p. 267 ; 

Jerd. B, I, ii, p. 101 ; Hume , Cat. no. 467. 

Iora typhia (Linn.), Blyth, Cat . p. 214; Horsf. $ M. Cat, i, p. 266 ; 
Jerd, B. I, ii, p. 103 ; Hume , S. F, v, p. 428 ; Anders . Yunnan 
Hoped., Aves, p. 660 ; Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 490 ; Hume, Cat . 
no. 468 ; id. 3. F. xi, p. 185 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. i, p. 190. 
iEgithina tiphia (X.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 7 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 202 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy H. 2nd ed. i, p. 161. 

The Black-headed Green Bulbul, The White-winged Green Bulbul , 
Jerd. ; Shoubiga or Shoubigi , Hind. ; Patsu-jitta, Tel. ; Pacha-pora, Tam.; 
Chahrtuk, Taphika, Fatickja tonfik , Beng. 



Fig. 69. — Head of JE. tiphia. 

Coloration . Male. In full summer plumage the lores, fore- 
head, crown, and back are black, the bases of the feathers on the 
back yellow and showing through the black ; rump greenish yellow ; 
upper tail-coverts and tail black ; lesser wing-coverts black ; median 
ones white ; greater ones black, tipped with white ; quills black, 
narrowly edged with pale yellow ; sides of the head and neck, chin, 
throat, and breast deep intense yellow ; abdomen, sides, vent, and 
under tail-coverts dull greenish yellow. The back is sometimes 
yellow merely fringed with black, and the head is sometimes not 
quite black but yellow much mixed with black. 

The male in winter loses all or_ most of the black on the upper 
parts except on the tail and wings, and |>ecomes yellowish green. 

Female . At all seasons the upper plumage is green ; the tail 
greener and duskier, the edges yellowish ; lesser wing-coverts 
green; median coverts dusky green, broadly tipped with white; 
greater coverts dusky green, the outer ones broadly tipped with 
white, the inner broadly edged with white on the outer webs ; 
quills dark brown, edged with pale yellow ; lores, sides of the head, 
and entire under plumage yellow. 

Iris yellowish white ; lower mandible and the margins of the 
upper nearly to the tip blue ; remainder of upper mandible black ; 
feet and claws plumbeous. 

Length 6*4 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape *7. 

Throughout its great range the Common Iora is subject to 
variations in its plumage, which appear to be due chiefly, if not 
entirely, to climatic influences. 

The females may be dismissed with the remark that they do not 
vary in any appreciable degree either .locally or seasonally. 
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Young birds resemble the female, and young males begin to 
acquire the adult summer plumage in the first spring, but do not 
acquire it in its entirety the first summer, and consequently young 
males of every degree of blackness are met with in the summer. 

Adult males in summer plumage vary excessively according to 
locality. In Southern India, Ceylon, and the Malay peninsula 
the upper plumage, except the rump, is often unbroken black, and 
these birds retain traces of black on the upper plumage in winter. 
In all other parts of its range the adult in summer has a variable 
amount of black on the upper plumage. Sometimes the nape and 
back are entirely black, in other cases the crown and nape are 
black and the back fringed with black, and in others again there is 
nothing but a few patches of black here and there. These birds 
lose all the black in the winter except on the wings and tail. 

In a portion of the Central Provinces, as pointed out by Hume, 
the females are duller coloured than those from other parts, and 
the male in winter plumage is without any black on the head and 
back ; but in the summer the male is almost as black as specimens 
from Southern India and Ceylon. 

Distribution. The whole Empire with Ceylon except that portion 
of India which lies west of a line, roughly speaking, drawn from 
the head of the G-ulf of Cambay through Abu to Debra. This 
species does not appear to ascend the hills to a greater height than 
3000 feet. 

Habits, Sfc. This bird frequents orchards, low trees, and 
brushwood, feeding on insects which are found among the leaves. 
It commences to breed in May, or probably earlier, making a 
beautiful cup-shaped nest of very small size, which it fixes in the 
fork or on the bough of a small tree at no great height from the 
ground. The nest is made of fine fibres and grass, and coated 
outside with cobwebs. The eggs, usually three in number, are 
greyish white, streaked with brown and reddish brown, and 
measure *69 by *54. 

244. JEgithina viridissima. The Green Iora. 

Iora scapularis, Horsf apud JBlyth , Cat. p. 214 ; apud Horsf. 8f M, 
Cat. i, p. 265 (part.). 

Iora viridissima, Bonap . Consp . Av. i, p. 397 (1850) ; Hume , 8. F. 
v, p. 427 5 Hume fy Dav . & F. vi, p. 327 ; Hume , Cat. no. 468 ter, 

JEgithina viridissima {Bp.), Tweed d. Ibis, 1877, p. 304, pi. v ; Skatpe, 
Cat . B. M. vi, p. 6 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 201. 

Coloration . Male. The whole plumage dark green, becoming 
yellow on the lower abdomen and vent ; lores blackish ; feathers 
immediately above and below the eyes bright yellow; under 
tail-coverts pure yellow ; under wing-coverts white ; tail glossy 
black; wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with white, which forms 
two wing-bars ; quills black, all narrowly edged with green ; the 
tertiaries also broadly edged on both webs with white. 

Female . The upper plumage dark green, almost as dark as 
in the male ; the tail green, paler than the back, and narrowly 
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edged with yellow ; the lores and sides of the head are greenish 
yellow, and consequently the yellow edging is not so conspicuous 
as in the male ; the whole lower plumage light yellowish green ; 
wing-coverts brown, broadly tipped and edged with pale yellow ; 
quills blackish brown, edged with greenish yellow. 

There is no seasonal change of plumage in either sex, although 
there are two moults in the year. 

' Legs and feet plumbeous blue ; claws black ; lower mandible, 
gape, and a line on each side of the upper mandible dark plum- 
beous blue ; rest of upper mandible black or blackish brown ; irides 
dark to reddish brown {Davison). 

Length about 5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape '75. 

Distribution . A straggler to the southern portion of Tenasserim. 
It is found in the Malay peninsula, Borneo, and Sumatra. 


245. JEgithina nigrilutea. Marshall's Iora. 

Iora nigrolutea, G. F. L. Marshall , S. F. iv, p. 410 (1876) ; Hume , 
8. F. v, ;pp. 134, 441, vii, p. 464 ; id. Cat. no. 468 bis. 

JEgithina nigrolutea {Marsh.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vi, p. 12. 

Coloration . Male. In summer plumage the forehead, crown, 
nape, and lores are black ; upper back bright yellow, delicately 
fringed with black ; lower back the same, but with more black ; 
upper tail-coverts black ; tail black, broadly tipped with white ; 
lesser coverts and scapulars black ; median coverts white ; greater 
coverts black, tipped with white ; quills black, narrowly margined 
with greenish, the secondaries and tertiaries tipped white ; sides of 
the head and neck and the whole lower plumage bright yellow ; 
under wing-coverts white. 

In winter the male has the upper plumage entirely dull greenish 
yellow, with, as a rule, a few black marks on the crown ; the other 
parts of the plumage are the same as in summer. 

Female. The whole upper plumage greenish yellow ; the upper 
tail-coverts black, fringed with green ; a bright yellow ring 
round the eye ; sides of the head and the whole lower plumage 
yellow ; the wings and tail as in the male, but the black is not so 
intense ; the white parts are tinged with yellow in places, and the 
terminal half of the middle pair of tail-feathers is nearly all white 
tinged with ashy. 

Legs and feet light plumbeous ; bill homy; iris dark {Hume). 

Length nearly 5’5 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from 
gape -6. 

Distribution. Cutch ; the eastern half of Bajputana ; the southern 
portion of the Punjab; the North-West Provinces; Malwa; 
Bundelkhand ; the northern portion of the Central Provinces ; 
Eastern Bengal as far east, at least, as Mudhupur in the Sontbal 
Pergunnahs. 

Habits, dec. Nothing in particular is on record regarding the 
habits of this species, which, however, are not likely to differ from 
those of 2E. tiphia. 
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G-enus MYZORNIS, Hodgs., 1843. 

The genus Myzornis contains one species of brilliant green 
plumage, an inhabitant of the higher portions of the Himalayas. 

# In Myzornis the bill is slender and nearly as long as the head, 
distinctly notched, with the culmen gently curved ; the nostrils are 
longitudinal and covered by a membrane ; the rictal bristles weak. 
The head is not crested, but the feathers of the crown are some- 
what lengthened. The wing is round ; the tail is about two thirds 
the length of the wing and slightly rounded, and the tarsus is 
long and slender. 

246. Myzornis pyrrhura. The Fire-tailed Myzornis . 

Myzornis pyrrhoura, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xii, p. 984 (1843) ; Blyth, 
Cat . p. 101 ; Horsf. fy.M. Cat. i, p. 263: Jerd. B. L ii, p. 263: 
Blanf. J. A. S. B. xK, pt. ii, p. 44. 

Myzornis pyrrhura, Ho tigs., Hume, Cat. no. 629; Sharpe, Cat. B.M. 
vii, p. 635 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 15 5. 

The Fire-tailed Flower-pecker , Jerd. ; Lho-sag v it-pho, Lepch. 



Fig. 70. — Head of M. pyrrhura. 

Coloration. Male. The whole head and body, the wing-coverts, 
and the tertiaries bright green ; the feathers of the forehead 
and crown with deep black centres ; the lores and a triangular 
patch behind the eye black ; a streak above and one below the eye 
brighter green ; the throat and tipper breast suffused with reel ; 
the middle of the lower part of the breast and abdomen tinged with 
red; vent and under tail-coverts chestnut-red; winglet tipped 
white ; primary-coverts black, edged with green and tipped with 
yellow ; primaries brown, the first eight tipped with white, the 
outer webs of all ten primaries deep black, more or less margined 
with red ; secondaries with the outer webs red and tipped with 
pinkish white ; tertiaries black, with some green on the inner webs ; 
tail-feathers red on the outer webs, green on the inner, all broadly 
tipped with dusky. 

Female. Resembles the male closely, but differs in having the red 
on the lower parts dull and subdued, and the red on the wings and 
tail less bright, the primary-coverts green, tipped with white, and 
the terminal spots on the secondaries pure white. 

Bill dusky brown ; legs fleshy ; iris brown (Jerdon) ; the iris is 
figured red by Hodgson. 

Length 5*2 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution , Nepal and Sikhim, probably not below 6000 feet. 

Habits , <Sfc. Haunts brushwood and moss-grown trees. The egg 
is said to be white, but this statement is not well authenticated. 
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Genus CHLOBOPSIS, Jard. & Selby, 1826. 

The genus Ghloropsis contains a large number of birds of bright 
green pl umag e which are found in Southern and South-eastern 
Asia. Seven species occur within Indian limits. 

Ghloropsis is always placed among the Bulbuls, but, with the 
exception of the very short tarsi, there is nothing in common be- 
tween the two to point to any close relationship. 

In this genus the bill is slender and curved, and about as long 
as the head ; the tip is notched, and the nostrils are oval ; the rictal 
bristles are weak ; the frontal feathers are advanced up to the 
nostrils ; the head is not crested ; the wing is rounded, and the tail 
is short and square ; the tarsi are very short, shorter than the 
middle toe with claw. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Forehead rich orange-yellow. 

a!. Chin and throat bright blue C. auHfrons, p. 234. 

b’. Chin and throat black C. malabarica , p. 235. 

b. Forehead greenish or yellowish. 

c'. Abdomen orange-brown C. hardwichii , p. 236. 

d'. Abdomen green. 

a". Outer webs of primaries blue C. chlorocephala , p. 237. 

b". Outer webs of primaries green. 

A bright patch of colour on the 
wing-coverts. 

a 4 -. Moustachial streak a mere short 

narrow line C. zosterops, p. 238. 

b x . Moustachial streak broad, and 

occupying the whole cheek . . C.jerdoni, p. 238. 
b'" . No bright patch of colour on 

wing-coverts C. cyanopogon , p. 239. 


247. Ghloropsis aurifrons. The Gold-fronted Ghloropsis. 

Phyllomis aurifrons, Temm. PI Col. 484, fig. 1 (1829) ; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 212 ; Horsf. <$r M. Cat . i, p. 258 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 99 ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 129 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Bxped Aves, p. 660 ; Hume fy Dan. 8. F. vi, 
p. 326 ; Hume, Cat . no. 465 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 184. 

Phjllomis hodgsoni, Gould , Birds Asia, iii. pi. 15 (1861) ; Bl. & 
Wald. Birds Burm.p. 137. 

Chloropsis aurifrons (Temm.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 20 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 205 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ . Gen. (2) v, p. 595. 

The Gold-fi'onted Green Bulbul, Jerd. ; Subz-hareiva, Nepal. ; Hurriba, 
Beng. ; Skalem-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Male. The forehead and front of crown orange- 
yellow ; lores, round eye, ear-coverts, and lower throat black ; chin, 
cheeks, and upper throat purplish blue ; a faint supercilium con- 
tinued down the sides of the neck, then widening and passing round 
the black of the throat, so as to form a collar, yellow ; lesser wing- 
coverts and bend of the wing verdigris-blue j the whole remaining 
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visible portions of the plumage bright green, the concealed portions 
of the primaries and secondaries in the closed wing dark brown. 

Female . Differs from the male in being rather less brilliant in 
coloration. 

The young are entirely green on the head ; a small mousiachial 
blue streak is present, and the edgings to the wings are bluish ; 
the tail is also tinged with blue. 

Bill black ; mouth bluish grey ; eyelids dark brown ; feet plum- 
beous ; iris brown ; claws horn-colour. The female has the mouth 
livid brown. 

Length 8 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution . The sub-Himalayan tracts from Grarhwal to Dibru- 
garh in Assam ; a considerable portion of Eastern Bengal and the 
adjacent States, Ball quoting the following localities as places where 
it is found : Bajmehal hills, Midnapur, Manbhum, Lohardugga, 
Sirguja, Kalahandi, and Goomsur; the Khasi hills; Manipur; the 
neighbourhood of Bhatno ; Karennee ; the whole of what recently 
constituted British Burma, down to Amherst and the Thoungyeen 
valley. Birds from Kumaun are very much larger than those from 
other parts, but otherwise this species is very constant in size and 
colour throughout its great range. It extends into Cambodia. 

Habits, This species and all that follow are very similar in 
habits. They frequent trees, and are regular leaf-hunters, feeding 
principally on insects. They mimic the calls of other birds, and, 
notwithstanding their brilliant plumage, they are difficult to detect 
in trees. They go in pairs or alone. The nest of C. aurifrons does 
not appear yet to have been discovered. 



Pig. 71. — Head of C. malabarica. 


248. Chloropsis malabarica. The Malabar Chloropsis. 

Turdus malabaiicus, Gm. 8. N. i. p. 837 (1788). 

Pliyllornis malabaricus (Gm.), JBlyth , Cat. p. 212 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 98 ; McMaster, J. A. 8. B. xl, pfc. ii, p. 212 ; Fairbank , 8. F. 
iv, p. 258; Bourdillon , 8. F. iv, p. 400 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 488 ; Hume , Cat. no. 464 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 387 ; Barnes , 
Birds Bom. p. 190. 

Chloropsis malabarica (Gm?) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 22. 

The Malabar Green Bulbul, Jerd. 
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Coloration . forehead golden yellow ; lores, under the eye, the 
lower part of the ear-coverts, the chin, and throat black ; moustachial 
stripe blue ; the lesser wing-coverts verdigris-blue ; the remaining 
plumage and the visible portions of the closed wings and tail bright 
green. 

The female hardly differs from the male. 

The young are green all over. 

Bill black ; legs and feet plumbeous ; claws dull black ; iris dark 
brown (Davison). 

Length about 8; tail 2*8 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus *7; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from Khandala to 
Travancore ; Ceylon ; and McMaster records this species from 
Cbikalda in Berar. It is found at all levels up to 6000 feet.) 


249. Chloropsis hardwicMi. The Orange-bellied Chloropsis. 

Chloropsis hardwickii, Jard. fy Selby , 111. Ora. ii, Add . p. 1 (1829) ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 18 ; Oates , B . B. i, p. 206 ; Salvadori , 
Ann. Mus. Civ . Gen. (2) v, p. 594. 

Phyllornis hardwickii {J. fy S.\ Blyth, Cat . p. 212 ; Horsf. <§• M. Cat. 
i, p. 258 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 100 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A . S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 106; xlv, pt. ii, p. 79; BlytTi , Birds Burm. p. 137 ; Hume 
dr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 327; Hume , Cat . p, 466; Scully 9 S. F. viii, 
p. 297 ; Hume , S. jF. xi, p. 185. 

The Blue-winged Green Bulbul y Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. The upper plumage green, washed with 
fulvous-yellow on the head ; lores, the feathers under the eye, the 
ear-coverts, chin, throat, and upper breast black; a broad moustachial 
streak, reaching to the end of the ear-coverts, cobalt ; remainder of 
the under plumage orange-brown, washed with green on the 
flanks; tail dull purple, the inner webs blacker; lesser wing- 
coverts verdigris-blue ; remaining coverts and the primaries black, 
edged with purple ; secondaries brown on the inner and green on 
the outer webs; tertiaries and inner greater coverts entirely 
green. 

Female. The upper plumage green, the head being of the 
same colour as the other parts; lesser wing-coverts blue; the 
other coverts and the tertiaries wholly green; secondaries and 
primaries brown edged with green, the first three primaries with a 
tinge of blue ; tail green ; moustachial streak cobalt, but paler than 
in the male ; sides of head and neck, chin, throat, and upper breast, 
with the whole of the flanks, green, tinged with blue on the throat ; 
lower breast, abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts orange-brown. 

Young birds are entirely green, without any orange below at 
first ; traces of orange on the abdomen soon make their appear- 
ance ; the moustache and wing-patch are barely indicated. 

Bill black ; irides brown or dark brown ; feet plumbeous ; claws 
dusky or black (Scully). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 3*1 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *95. 
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C. lazulina, from China, is barely separable from the present 
species ; it has the chin, throat, and breast strongly suffused with 
blue. 

Distribution . The Himalayas and their bases, from Mussooree to 
Dibrugarh in Assam ; the Khasi hills ; Manipur ; the Toungngoo 
hills ; Karennee ; the slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. 
C. hardwickii is found at all levels, apparently up to 5000 or 6000 
feet. It occurs on the mountains of Perak in the Malay peninsula. 

250. Chloropsis chlorocephala. The Burmese Chloropsis. 

Phyllornis cochinchinensis (Lath.'), apud JBlgth, Cat. p. 213 ; Godw 
Aust. J. A . 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 270 ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 180. 

Phyllornis chlorocephalus, Walden, A.M. N.H. (4) vii, p. 241 (1871); 
jBlyth, Birds Burm. p. 137 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 127 ; Hume «$• Dav . 
8. F. vi, p. 323 ; Hume, Cat. no. 463 bis ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, 
p. 183 ; Oates, S. F x, p. 211 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 184. 

Chloropsis chlorocephala ( Wald.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 28 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 208 ; Salvadori , Ann . Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, 
p. 595. 

Coloration . Male. Lores, feathers under and in front of the 
eye, cheeks, chin, and throat black ; forehead and a broad band 
from eye to eye passing round and encircling the throat pale 
yellowish green ; front of the crown above the forehead and a 
broad streak passing over the eyes and ear-coverts pale green ; a 
very short moustachial streak cobalt ; crown of the head and nape 
golden green ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars deep 
green; tail blue; primaries and their coverts black, edged with 
blue : secondaries black on the inner and blue on the outer webs, 
and edged with green ; tertiaries and inner greater coverts green 
tinged with blue ; lesser coverts glistening smalt-blue ; median and 
greater coverts green, tinged with blue at the base ; under plumage 
bright green, tinged with yellow on the breast. 

Female. The black on the head of the male is replaced by 
bluish green, and the broad yellow band encircling the black is 
absent ; the coloration is duller everywhere, and the moustachial 
streak is pale bluish green. 

The young are very like the adult female. 

Bill black ; iris brown ; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 7 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape *9. 

<7. ieterocephala , from the Malay peninsula, is very close to 
C . chlorocephala , but differs in having the forehead and the band 
encircling the throat pure yellow ; the yellowish green on the front 
of the crown and over the eyes and ear-coverts is absent, and the 
whole summit of the head is a rich golden fulvous. 

Distnbution . The Graro and Khasi hills ; Dimapur on the Dhan- 
siri river in Assam ; Oachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenas- 
serim ; J£arennee. The range extends to Cochin China. 
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251. Chloropsis zosterops. The Malachite-shoulclered 
Chloropsis . 

Chloropsis zoster ops, Vigors, App. M&%, Life Raffle p. 674 (1830) ; 

Sharpe , Cat. B . M. vi, p. 24 ; Oates } B. B. i, p. 207. 

Phyllomis sonneratii (Jard. Selby), agmd Blyth , Cat . p. 213. 

Phylloruis javensis (JE lovsfi), apud Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 136; Hum& 

cr JDav. S. F. vi, p. 324 ; Hume, Cat, no. 463 ter. 

Coloration . Male . The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
and tertiaries bright green ; a patch on the lesser wing-coverts 
malachite-green; primaries and secondaries dark brown, broadly 
edged with bright green ; tail green, the inner webs of all but the 
middle pair of feathers brown towards the outer edge ; feathers 
above the nostrils, the lores, and a line produced narrowly over the 
eye, the cheeks, chin, and throat black ; ear-coverts and a band 
along the black of the throat on either side a paler green than the 
upper plumage ; a short narrow moustache cobalt ; lower plumage 
bright green. 

Female, No black on the head ; the chin, throat, and a ring 
round the eye are bright yellow, and the moustachial streak is blue 
and indistinct. 

Young birds resemble the female. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale to dark plumbeous ; bill black, base of 
lower mandible sometimes brown; irides varying— brown, dark 
wood-brown, lake or crimson; eyelids blackish grey (Davison), 

Length 8*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

The closely allied C, viridis, Horsf., from Java, may be distin- 
guished by the colour of the shoulder-patch, which is turquoise- 
blue. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, south of Ye near Moulmein; also 
in the Malay peninsula, Borneo, and Sumatra. 

252. Chloropsis jerdoni. Jordon’s Chloropsis. 

Phyllornis jerdoni, Blyth, J. A S. B. alii, p. 392 (1844) ; id. Cat. 
p. 212; Horsf. § M. Cat. i, p. 259 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 97 ; Hume, K 
$ F, p. 294 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 215; Hume, Cat. no. 463; Legge, 
Birils^Ceyl, p, 485 ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 451 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 

Chloropsis jerdoni {Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 25 ; Oates in 
Hume’s N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 155. 

^ The Common Green Bulbul, Jerd. ; Harrewa, Hind. ; Wanna bojanum, 

Coloration. Male. A moustachial streak bright purplish blue ; 
lores, chin, throat, and a line from the lores over the moustachial 
Btreak black ; forehead and a broad band surrounding the black 
greenish yellow ; lesser wing-coverts very bright malachite-green ; 
the remainder of the plumage, with the visible portions of the 
closed wings and tail, green. 
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Female. The black of the male is replaced by pale bluish green, 
and the cheek-stripe is bright greenish blue. 

The young resemble the female, but have no moustachial streak. 

Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet pale blue {Hume Coll.). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2*9 ; wing 3*5; tarsus -7; bill from gape “9. 

Distribution . The peninsula of India, from Sitapur, Fyzabad, 
and Basti on the north ; Baroda and the Panch Mahals on the 
west ; the Rajmehal hills and Midnapur on the east down to Cape 
Comorin and Ceylon. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from April to August, constructing a shallow 
cup-shaped nest of vegetable fibres and fine roots and stems of 
weeds at the extremity of one of the upper branches of a tree 
some 20 feet from the ground. The eggs, two in number, are 
whitish marked with black or dark shades of brown ; they mea- 
sure *86 by *6. 

253. Chloropsis cyanopogon. The Blue-whiskered Chloropsis . 

Phyllornis cyanopogon, Temm. PL Col. 512, fig. 1 (1829) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 213 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 410 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 325 ; Hume , Cat. no. 463 quat. 

Chloropsis cyanopogon (Temm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 32; Oates, 
B. B . i. p. 209. 

Coloration. Male . The upper plumage, wing-coverts, and 
sides of the neck bright green ; the forehead tinged with yellow ; 
wings dark brown, broadly edged with bright green ; tail green, 
edged with brown on the inner webs ; lores, cheeks, chin, and 
throat black ; a line over the lores and eye brighter green than the 
other parts ; a short moustachial streak cobalt ; a line bordering 
the black throat green tinged with yellow ; lower plumage light 
green. 

Female . No black on the chin and throat, the moustachial 
streak duller blue, and the feathers round the eye conspicuously 
lighter than the crown. 

The young resemble the female, hut the moustachial streaks are 
absent or barely indicated. 

Legs and feet dark plumbeous: bill black; iris dark brown 
(Davison). 

Length 7 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus m 7 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. This species has occurred at the extreme southern 
point of Tenasserim. It is found in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, 
and Borneo. 

Genus IRENA, Horsf., 1821, 

The genus Irena contains some of the most beautiful birds known, 
of which one species only is found within our limits. 

The position of Irena appears to be in this subfamily, its rela- 
tionship with the Bulbuls, with which it is generally placed, being 
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doubtful. Its affinities for some of the genera of this subfamily, 
sucb as Outia , appear to me to be strong. 

In Irena the bill is shorter than the head, stout, curved, with the 
tip notched ; the nostrils are oval, partially concealed by the frontal 
plumes ; the rictal bristles are well developed. Some hairs spring 
from the nape, somewhat as in the Bulbuls. The head is not 
crested. The wing is rather pointed, and the tail-coverts are ex- 
tremely long. The tarsus is short. 

254. Irena puella. The Fairy Blue-bird. 

Coracias puella, Lath, Ind . 0?7i. i, p. 171 (1790). 

Irena puella (Lath.), Blyth , Cat. p. 214 ; H o? m sf. 8f M. Cat.i, p. 273 ; 
Jerd. B. L ii, p. 105 ; Stoliczka , J. A. S. B . xxxix, pt. ii, p. 318 ; 
Wald. Ibis , 1871, p. 170 ; Hume N. § JE. p. 298; Hume, S. F. ii, 
p. 226, iii,j>. 130 ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, p. 328 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 469; Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 466; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi,p. 177 ; 
Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 184; Oates, S. F. x, p. 211 ; id. B. B. i, 
p. 209 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 192 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 186 ; Oates 
in Hume's N. <§* JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 157. 

Hnet-jpya-sate, Bunn. 



Fig. 72. — Head of I. puella. 

Coloration . Male. The whole upper plumage, the lesser wing- 
coverts, and the under tail-coverts shining ultramarine-blue 
with lilac reflexions ; sides of the head and the whole lower plu- 
mage deep black; greater wing-coverts, quills, and tail black, some 
of the coverts tipped with blue, and the middle tail-feathers glossed 
with blue. 

j Female. The whole upper plumage, the lesser wing-coverts, 
and the lower tail-coverts brownish blue, with the edges of the 
feathers brighter ; middle tail-feathers and the outer webs of all 
the others, except the outer pair, like the upper plumage; re- 
mainder of tail dark brown ; primaries and secondaries dark brown ; 
the greater wing-coverts, primary-coverts, and tertiaries dark 
brown, with a blue tinge on the outer webs ; sides of the head and 
whole lower plumage blue, very similar to the upper parts. 

The young are like the female. The male changes into adult 
plumage about March, and the change takes place without a moult ; 
the feathers of the upper parts first become fringed with bright 
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blue; the tail-eoverts next become changed; the lower plumage 
takes the longest to change, and young birds may frequently be 
met with having the lower plumage mixed black and dull blue, hut 
the upper plumage that, of the adult. 

Iris crimson ; eyelids piukish ; bill and legs black ; mouth flesh- 
colour ; claws black. 

Length 10*5; tail 4-2; wing 5*1; tarsus *85; bill from gape 
1 * 2 . 

/. cyanea , from the Malay peninsula, differs in having the 
under tail-coverts longer, nearly reaching to the tip of the tail. 

Distribution . Ceylon ; the western coast of India from Travan- 
core up to the latitude of Belgaum and Sawant 'Wari ; Sikhim and 
the lower ranges of the Himalayas to Dibrugarh in Assam ; the 
Khasi hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenasserim ; 
the Andamans and Nicobars. This species is confined entirely to the 
evergreen forests of the hills and plains, and it is found up to 
about 4000 feet of elevation. It extends some distance down the 
Malay peninsula and into Siam. 

Habits , This bird is common in most of the tracts it fre- 
quents, going about in small parties or in pairs. It feeds princi- 
pally on fruit and is generally found on the larger forest-trees. It 
breeds from February to April, constructing a shallow cup-shaped 
nest, sometimes of moss and sometimes of small twigs, in a sapling 
or small tree. The eggs, which are generally two in number, are 
greenish white marked with brown, and measure about 1*14 
by ‘77. 


Genus MELAN0CHL0RA, Lesson, 1839. 

In Melanochlom the sexes are of different colours, and the 
nostrils are not entirely concealed by stiff bristles, consequently this 
generic type appears to me to be removed from the Purines and to 
belong to the Liotrichince . 

In this genus the bill is strong but short ; the tip is entire, the 
nostrils round and partially concealed by the soft frontal plumes. 
The crest is very long and pointed. The wing is comparatively 
long and sharp. The tail is shorter than the wing, and the 
feathers are graduated. The tarsus is strong and equal in length 
to the middle toe with claw. 

Only one species is known. 

255. Melanochlora sultanea, The Sultan-bird. 

Parus sultaneus, Hodgs . hid. Rev. 1836, p. 31 ; Horsf. M. Cat. i, 
p. 309 ; Gadow, Cat . B. M. viii, p. 6. 

Parus flavocristatus, Lafresn. Mag. Zool. 1837, pi. 80 ; Blyth , Cat. 

p. 102. 

Melanoehlora sultanea ( Hodgs .), Jerd. B. Z ii, p. 282 ; Godiv.-Aust. 

YOJj. I. 
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J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii. p. 109 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 143 ; Hume § 
Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 378 ; Anders. Yunnan Bxped Aves, p. 6*32 ; 
Hume , Cat no. 650 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 324 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, 
p. 190: Oates, 8 . F. x, p. 228 ; id. B. B. i, p. 129 ; Hume, 8. F. 
xi 5 p. 256. 

The Sultan Yellow-Tit, Jerd. ; Bon tylia-pho, Lepoh. 


Coloration. Male. The forehead and crown with the crest 
brilliant yellow ; the whole upper plumage, sides of the head and 
neck, chin, throat, and breast deep black, the edges of the feathers 
of the upper plumage with a metallic lustre, and the outermost 
tail-feathers tipped with white ; lower plumage from the breast 
downwards deep yellow, the thighs barred or mottled with 
white. 

Female . The yellow parts duller ; the upper plumage and sides 



Fig. 73. — Head of M. mltmea. 

of the head dark greenish brown ; the chin and throat yellowish 
brown ; wings and tail dull black ; the feathers of the upper plumage 
edged with metallic green. 

The young resemble the female, but in the youngest stage the 
bright edges to the plumage of the upper parts are absent, and 
the greater wing-coverts are tipped with white. 

Bill black; mouth .dark fleshy; eyelids plumbeous; iris dark 
brown ; legs plumbeous ; claws dark horn. 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 4-4 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

Distribution . The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Nepal to 
the head of the Assam valley ; the Khdsi hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; 
the Kakhyen hills east of Bhamo; Arrakan; the Pegu hills; Ka- 
rennee ; Tenasserim, This species does not appear to be found 
above 4000 feet of elevation. It extends down the Malay peninsula. 

Habits , Sec. Frequents the larger trees in small flocks. 
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Genus HILAROOICHLA, n. gen. 

I propose to separate the following species from the members 
of the genus Pteruthius on account of its much longer tail, which 
is quite equal in length to the wing, and the greater graduation of 
the tail-feathers, the outer falling short of the middle feathers 
by a third of the total length of the tail. In all other respects 
Hilcirocichla agrees with Pteruthius . 


256. Hilarocichla rufiventris. The Ihifous-bellied Shrike-Tit. 

Pteruthius rufiventer, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi, p. 183 (1842), xii, 
p. 954 ; id. Cat. p. 98 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 173 ; Jercl. B. 1. ii, 
p. 245 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 199 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 610 ; id. 8. P. xi, p. 244. 

Ptererythrius rufiventer, Bl, Gadow , Cat . B. M. viii, p. 115. 

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, 
and sides of the head black ; upper plumage chestnut ; tail black 
tipped with chestnut ; wings black, the secondaries tipped chest- 
nut, a few of the primaries margined with grey below the emargi- 
nations; chin, throat, and upper breast ashy, divided from the 
black of the head by a white line ; a patch of golden yellow on 
each side of the breast ; remainder of lower plumage soft vinous 
brown, paler on the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; under wing- 
coverts pale vinous ; edge of wing white. 

Female . Forehead grey tipped with black; crown and nape 
black ; sides of head grey, with a black patch at the end of the 
ear-coverts ; back, scapulars, and upper part of rump bright 
green, irregularly barred with black ; lower rump and upper tail- 
coverts chestnut; central tail-feathers green with black shafts, 
black subterminal bar, and white tips ; the others black, with a 
portion of the outer webs green and all tipped with chestnut ; 
smaller wing-coverts black, broadly tipped green; greater wing- 
coverts black on the inner and green on the outer webs ; winglet 
and primary-coverts black ; quills black, the earlier primaries edged 
with hoary grey, all the other quills with green, the tertiaries 
having the entire outer webs green ; chin, throat, and breast grey ; 
lower plumage dark vinous brown, with a yellowish patch on each 
side the breast. 

The young resemble the female, and the male acquires the adult 
plumage in the November of the first year. 

In the dry state the bill is black, bluish on the lower mandible ; 
legs fleshy brown. 

Length about 8; tail 3*3; wing 3'4; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . Nepal ; Sikhim ; the Nriga hills. This is probably a 
bird of high elevations, but nothing whatever is on record about its 
habits. 
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Genus MESIA, Hodgs., 1838. 

The genus Mesia contains two species, one of which is found 
within our limits. The coloration of the birds of this genus is very 
pretty. 

In * Mesia the bill is stout, about half the length of the head, 
slightly notched near the tip, and with the eulmen curved ; the 
nostrils are covered by a peculiarly shaped membrane, and the 
rictal bristles are strong. The head is subcrested; the wing 
rounded ; the tail very slightly graduated, and the foot strong. 

257. Mesia argentauris. The Bilver-earecl Mesia . 

Me3ia argentauris, Hodgs . Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 88 ; Hume , N. fy E. 
p. 392 ; id. Cat . no. 615 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 318 ; Sharpe , Cat 
B. M. vii, p. 642 ; Oates, B . B. i, p. 143 ; Hume f S. F. xi, p. 247 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. $ F. 2nd ed. i, p. 160. 

Leiothrix argentauris ( Hodgs .), Blyth , Cat. p. 99 ; JFIorsf. fy M. Cat 
i, p. 365 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 251 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 1 09 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 81 ; Bl. Birds Burm. p. 109 ; Wardlaw 
Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p. 464 ; Anders . Yunnan Exped., A ves, p. 630 ; 
Hume \ JDav. S. F. vi, p. 370. 

The Silver-eared Hill-Tit , Jerd. ; Dang-rapchil-pho, Lepch. 



Fig. 74. — Head of M. argentauris. 


Coloration . Male . [Forehead golden yellow ; crown, nape, lores, 
cheeks, produced as a stripe under the ear-coverts, black; ear- 
coverts silvery white ; upper back and sides of the neck fulvous 
yellow ; lower hack, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts slaty, 
some of the outermost of the latter edged with green; rump 
slaty green ; upper tail-coverts crimson ; tail blackish brown, the 
three outer pairs of feathers edged with yellowish ; wings brown, 
the first two primaries edged with yellow, the other quills with 
crimson at the base and yellow elsewhere ; chin and throat deep 
orange-yellow ; lower plumage olive-yellow, brighter on the breast 
and abdomen, the former of which is obsoletely streaked darker ; 
under tail-coverts crimson. 

Female . Differs in having both the upper and the lower tail- 
coverts orange-buff. 

The young have the crown yellowish at first. 

1K11 ochre-yellow, slightly greenish at the base ; iris dark or 
reddish brown ; feet yellow-fleshy ; claws buff-horny ( Scully ). 
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Length about 7 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *75. 
Distribution . The Himalayas from Garhwal to the Daphla hills 
in Assam ; the Khasi and Naga hills ; Manipur ; the Kakhyen hills 
east of Bhamo ; the Karen hills east of Toungngoo ; Karennee ; 
the slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. The r an ge of 
this bird extends to the mountains of Perak. ° 

Habits, &c. This species is found from 3000 to about 7000 feet 
of elevation. It breeds from March to June, constructing a cup- 
shaped nest of moss or of grass, with creeper-stems intermingled, 
in shrubs and small trees. The eggs resemble those of Liothrios 
lutea very closely, and measure *86 by *62, 


Genus MINLA, Hodgs., 1838. 

The genus Minla, as I restrict it, contains one Indian bird of 
pleasing plumage, found on the Himalayas and on some of the hill- 
ranges of Assam. 

In Minla the bill is very similar in shape to that of Cutia , but 
very much smaller. The head is subcrested, the wing rounded, 
and the tail, which is as long as the wing, slightly graduated. 


258. Minla igneitincta. The Bed-tailed Minla . 

Minla ignotincta, Hodgs . Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 33 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 254 ; 
Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Godw.-Aust . J. A. S. B. xliii, 
pt. ii, p. 169 ; Hume , N. §* E. p. 893 ; id. Cat no. 618 ; Scully, S. F. 
viii, p. 319 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vii, p. 606 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 361. 

Leiothrix ignitincta {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. 
i, p. 3G6. 

The Red-tailed Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Minla , Nepal; Megblim ay me, Lepch. 

Coloration. Male . The forehead, crown, nape, and the middle 
of the upper back black ; a very broad and distinct supercilium 
from the forehead to the end of the black point on the hack, 
blending more or less with the supereilium on the other side of the 
crown, white ; lores, ear-coverts, and a band extending nearly to 
the end of the white supercilium, black ; back, rump, and scapulars 
deep vinaceous; upper tail-coverts black; tail black, tipped and 
edged on the outer webs with crimson, the two middle feathers 
with a white streak at the base of the inner vrebs, the outer feathers 
suffused with red on the inner webs ; wing-coverts and tertiaries 
black, edged with white, the latter also broadly tipped white ; 
primaries and secondaries black, edged with crimson on the greater 
part of the outer webs, the earlier primaries margined with wdiite 
near the tips, the later secondaries tipped with white; chin 
yellowish w'hite ; entire lower plumage yellow, sparingly and 
narrowly streaked with brown. 

Female . Differs from the male in having the back, rump, 
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scapulars, and upper tail-coverbs uniform vinaceous brown ; the 
crimson on the wing is replaced by pinkish white and on the tail 
by pale red. 

The young bird of both sexes is probably like the female till the 
first autumn moult. 

Legs and feet grey-brown to greenish leaden, with a wax-yellow 
tinge on toes (sometimes extending to the tarsi), more decided in 
males than in females ; soles wax-yellow ; upper mandible and tip 
of lower blackish brown ; rest of lower mandible horny-grey or 
bluish- greenish horny ; iris greyish or brownish white (Hume). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution. Nepal: Sikhim ; Bhutan ; the N*lga hills ; Manipur. 
Bound up to about 9000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds, according to Hodgson, in Nepal in May and 
June, constructing a cup-shaped nest of moss in a bushy tree. 
The eggs are said to be blue, speckled with brownish red. 


Genus LEPTOPCECILE, Severtzow, 1873. 

The genus Lejptopceoile contains one lovely species, which is an 
inhabitant of Turkestan and has lately been added to the Indian 
list. 

In Leptopcecile the plumage is very soft and copious. The bill 
is very slender, straight, sharp-pointed, and entire. The nostrils 
are covered by a membrane and by some frontal hairs ; the rictal 



Pig. 75. — Head of L. sophia. 

bristles are strong. The head is subcrested, the wings rounded, 
the tail well-graduated, and the tarsi long. This genus has, in my 
opinion, no connexion with the Parince and its position seems to be 
in the Liotrichince. 


259. Leptopcecile sophise. StoliczTca’s Warbler-Tit. 

Leptopcecile sophise, Seveiiz. Turk. Jevotn. pp. 66, 135, pi. viii, figs. 8, 9 
(1873) ; Scully, 8. P. iv, p. 153 j Biddidph, Ibis, 1881, p, 37 ; 1882, 
p.280; Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 567 ; Gadow, Cat . B . M. viii, p. 86. 
Stoliczkana stoliczkse, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 513 (1874). 

Coloration . Male . Porehead and a broad supercilium dull 
yellowish white ; lores dark brown ; crown chestnut, the tips of 
the feathers more or less suffused with cobalt-blue ; sides of the 
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head and neck and the whole lower plumage rich lilac, overlaid 
with cobalt-blue ; the centre of the abdomen light buff ; back and 
wing-coverts dull bluish grey ; wings brown, the quills edged with 
the colour of the back; rump brilliant cobalt-blue; upper tail- 
coverts dull blue ; tail dark brown suffused with bluish, and the 
three outer pairs of tail-feathers margined with white. 

Female . The upper plumage, wings, and tail similar to the 
male, but the rump paler ; lower plumage dull vinaceous, with the 
sides of the body washed with lilac and blue. 

The young bird appears to be unknown, but it probably resembles 
the female. 

Iris bright red ; bill black ; legs and feet horny blackish-brown 
(StoliczJra). 

Length 4*5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *37. 

Distribution . Gil git ; Leh ; Nobra valley, Ladak. This species is 
found throughout Turkestan. It appears to occur at elevations 
ranging from 5000 to 13,000 feet, according to season, and to be 
a permanent resident in Kashmir. 

Habits , 8fc. This bird seems to have the ordinary habits of the Tits. 


Genus CEPHALOPYRUS, Bonap., 1854. 

The genus Cephalopyrus is very closely allied to the last and it 
is not necessary to figure the head. 

The only Indian species of this genus is a partial migrant, visiting 
the plains in the winter and returning to the hills in the spring. 
Its wing is adapted for migration, being very pointed with the 
first primary minute. The tail is short and square. 

It appears probable that this bird has a partial spring moult, 
confined to the feathers of the head, but the specimens at my dis- 
posal are not quite sufficient to prove the fact. 

260. Cephalopyrus fiammiceps. The Fire-cap. 

jiEgithalus fiammiceps, Burton , P. Z. S. 1835, p. 153 ; Blyth , Cat . 
p. 105 ; Gadow, Cat B. M. viii, p. 69. 

Dicaeum sanguinifrons, A. Hay , J. A 8. B. xv, _p. 44 (1846). 

Cephalopyrus fiammiceps (Bio- ton), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 267 ; Stoliczka , 
J. A. 8. B. xxxv ii, pt. ii, p. 52 ; Cock 8f Marshall , 8, F. i, p. 356 ; 
Hume , K <§• K p. 401 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 220 ; Hume, Cat . no. 633 ; 
Biddulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 71 ; 1882, p. 280 ; Oates in Hume's N. <$• J2. 
2nd ed. i, p. 161. 

The Flamer-fronted Flower-pecker, Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. The lores, forehead, and the anterior half 
of the crown flaming orange-red ; the remainder of the upper 
plumage olive-yellow, brighter on the rump ; the upper tail-coverts 
with dark shafts ; wing-coverts, wings, and tail dark brown, edged 
with dull yellowish ; sides of the head, throat, and breast golden 
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yellow, the chin suffused with bright red ; remainder of the lower 
plumage dull yellow. 

Female . Resembles the male, but has uo red whatever on the 
-head and chin, and the yellow parts are duller and tinged with 
green. 

The young resemble the female, and the males assume the adult 
plumage in the spring of their first year. 

Bill plumbeous ; legs leaden-brown (Jerdon) ; iris dark brown 
{Hume Coll.). 

Length about 4; tail 1-8; wing 2*4; tarsus -5; bill from gape 35. 

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Grilgit and Murree 
to Bhutan, where this species is found from 3000 to 9000 feet. In 
the winter it descends to the plains, and I have examined specimens 
obtained at that season at Cawnpore, Etawah, Aligarh, Raipur, 
Nagpur, and Saugor. It extends into Afghanistan. 

Habits , $c. Breeds at Murree in April and May, constructing its 
nest, which is made of fine grass, in a hole in a tree or stump at 
no great height from the ground. The eggs are not known. 


Genus PSAR0GL0SSA, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Psaroglossa contains one bird which has been univer- 
sally considered a Starling, but in my opinion erroneously so. 
Neither its structure, its habits, nor the colour of its eggs show 
any affinities with the Siurnidce. 

In Psaroglossa the sexes are differently coloured and the rictnl 
bristles are well developed. In the Starlings the sexes are always 
alike and the rictal bristles are absolutely wanting. I think there- 
fore that it is preferable to disassociate this genus from the Starlings 
and place it in the present family. The young, moreover, appear 



Fig. 76. — Head of P, s/piloptera. 

to resemble the adult female very closely, and not to be streaked as 
is the case with the majority of the Starlings. 

In Fsaroglossa the bill is slender and curved and the nostrils 
small and circular ; the rictal bristles are strong. The feathers of 
the crown are short and pointed. The wing is long and pointed 
and the first primary is minute. The tail is short and square. 
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261. Psaroglossa spiloptera. The Spotted-wing. 

Lamprotomis spilopterus, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 35; Gould, Cent. 

Saroglossa spiloptera (Vig.), Horsf. 8f M. Cat . ii, p. 545 ; J erd. B . I. 

ii, p. 33G ; Hume , N. §• E. p. 434 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, 
pt. ii, p. 170 ; Wald, in Blytfds Birds Burm. p. 91 ; Brooks, 8. F. 

iii, p. 254 ; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 334 ; Hume <§* Dav. 8 . F. vi, 
p. 394 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p. 461 ; Hume, Cat . no. 
691 ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 256, xi, p. 268 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 394. 

Psaroglossa spiloptera ( Vig.), Blyth , Cat. p. 109 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
xiii, p. 117 ; Oates in Hume's N. ty B. 2nd ed. i, p. 161. 

The Spotted-icing 8tare, Jerd. ; Puli at Mussoorie. 

Coloration. Male. The upper plumage from the forehead to the 
upper back grey, each feather edged with black ; back and scapu- 
lars grey, each feather edged with brown; rump plain brown; 
upper tail-coverts rufous-brown ; tail brown tinged with rufous ; 
lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts black ; chin and throat deep chestnut- 
maroon ; the whole lower plumage rufous, paler and whiter on the 
middle of the abdomen, and all the feathers narrowly edged with 
whitish ; primaries, secondaries, and primary-coverts black edged 
with metallic blue, and all the primaries with a white patch at their 
bases; wing-coverts dark brown edged with grey; tertiaries light 
brown; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Female. The whole upper plumage brown with greyish centres 
to the feathers, most conspicuous on the head and back and nearly' 
obsolete on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; lesser and median 
wing-coverts brown, with asubterminal grey band ; greater coverts 
brown, broadly edged with grey; primaries and secondaries 
blackish with glossy margins, the bases of the former whitish ; 
tertiaries like the back ; tail dark brown ; sides of the head uniform 
dark brown ; lower plumage brown, with broad whitish margins to 
the feathers and the whole suffused with a pale tinge of fulvous ; 
lower part of abdomen and the under tail -coverts nearly pure 
white. 

The young appear to resemble the female. 

Irides dull white ; bill dusky black, reddish black at base of lower 
mandible; upper and lower mandibles margined wuth pale yellow 7 ; 
legs, feet, and claws black ( Armstrong ). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2*5; w T ing 4*2 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Dharmsala to the ‘head of the 
Assam valley and also, but more rarely, the plains of Upper India; 
the Khasi and Garo hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; the Karen hills east 
of Toungngoo; the southern part of Pegu near the Rangoon 
river ; doubtfully Tenasserim. 

This bird appears to be found up to 6000 feet. It also, as before 
noted, occurs in the plains, Mr. A, Anderson having killed one at 
Patebgarh on the 2nd J une. 
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Halits , Sfc. Captain Hutton remarks that- the flight of P. spilo- 
ptera is similar to that of a Snarling. It delights to take a short 
and rapid flight and return twittering to perch on the summit of 
the forest trees. He never observed it on the ground, and its food 
appears to consist of berries. 

This species breeds in the holes of trees, laying its eggs on a few 
bite of leaves. The eggs are pale greenish speckled with red and 
purple, and they measure about 1*05 by *71. 


Genus HYPOCOLIUS, Bonap., 1850. 

The position of the present genus is somewhat uncertain owing 
to want of information regarding the plumage of the nestling. 
Mr. W. D. Cumming, who brought up some young birds at Pao 
from the nest, unfortunately omits to state whether they resemble 
the adults or not, and I have been unable to examine any but 
apparently adult birds myself. These, however, are all in the 
same plumage, sex for sex, and therefore it seems probable that 
the young are neither spotted, streaked, nor barred, otherwise some 
traces of these marks would be retained by some of the birds I 
have examined. 

Sharpe speaks of the summer and winter plumage of this bird, 
but I have not been able to discover that the plumage varies 
according to season. 

Hypocolius is said to be migratory, but I think this statement 
requires confirmation. It is true that it makes its appearance on 
the shores of the Persian Gulf about the 10th of April, but it must 
be remembered that Blanford procured the bird in Sind on the 6th 
March. It probably moves about the country without being 
actually a migrant in the ordinary sense of the term. 

In Hypocolius the bill is stout and broad at the base and about 
half the length of the head; the nostrils are small exposed ovals ; 
the rictal bristles are weak, but always clearly visible. The wing 
is short but pointed, the first primary being minute and the second 
reaching to the tip of tbe wing. The tail is long and slightly 
graduated. The tarsus is very short and stout, coarsely scutellated, 
and shorter than the middle toe and claw. 


262. Hypocolius ampelinus. The Grey Hypocolius. 

Hypocolius ampelinus, Bonap. Consp . Av. i, p. 336 (1850) ; Heugl. 
Ibis, 1868, p. 181, pi. v ; JBlanf, Ibis, 187 5, p. 388 ; Sclater, P, Z. S. 
1875, p. 633 ; JBlanf. S. JF. in, p. 358 ; JaJume , S. F. iii, p. 416, 
v, p. 349 ; Sharpe, Cat.B. M. iii, p. 316 ; Hume, Cat . no. 269 quat. ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 149; Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, pp. 477, 494; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 162 note. 

Ceblepyris isabellina, Heugl. Syst. Uebers Sitzungsb . k.-k. Acad. 
Wien , xix, p. 284 (1856). 
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Coloration. Male . The feathers immediately near the nostrils, 
the lores, ear-coverts, the feathers above and below the eye, and 
a band carried round the nape black ; forehead, crown, cheeks, 
chin, throat, the middle of the abdomen, vent, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts pinkish cream-colour ; remainder of the body-plumage, 
wing-coverts, and tertiaries drab-grey ; winglet and primary-coverts 
blackish shaded with ashy, and partially margined with grey ; pri- 
maries black, with broad white tips shaded with grey on the first 
two or three ; secondaries black, broadly edged and tipped with 
ashy, the black diminishing in amount on the later quills, and occu- 
pying only a portion of the inner web ,* tail drab-grey, broadly 
tipped with black. 



Fig. 77.— Head of H. cmpelinus. 


Female. The upper plumage and the whole wing greyish isabel- 
line, the quills shaded with brown interiorly, and edged and 
tipped with light grey ; the tail is merely brown towards the end 
and tipped paler ; the lower plumage pinkish cream-colour, suffused 
with drab-grey across the breast. There is no black whatever on 
the head. 

The bill of a male killed in April is black ; in one killed in June 
the basal half is horn-colour, and the terminal half black ; legs 
yellow. The female has the bill dark brown. 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*6; wing 4; tarsus *9 : bill from gape *9. 

Distribution. A specimen was killed in March by Blanford’s 
collector amongst the lower hills on the eastern flanks of the 
great Kbirthar range dividing Sind from Khelat. Another speci- 
men was procured at Nal in Khelat. This appears to he a common 
bird on the shores of the Persian Gulf, especially at Pao and 
Eushire, where it is recorded as arriving about the 10th April. It 
also occurs in Persia, and it was first discovered in North-east 
Africa. 

Habits , 6fc. This bird is found about the date-gardens of Pao and 
other places in the Persian Gulf, but Blanford procured it on the 
bare hill-sides of a stony range of hills. At Pao it breeds in J nne 
and July, constructing a cup-shaped nest lined with grass, wool, or 
hair, on a leaf of a date-palm at no great height from the ground. 
The eggs, four in number, are dull white, spotted with grey, and 
measure about *86 by *63. 
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Pig. 78 . — Molpastes leucotis. 


Subfamily BRACHYPODINiE. 

The Brachypodince or Bulbuls form a numerous and fairly well- 
defined group of birds, which attain their greatest development in 
Southern Asia. They are also, however, well represented in Africa. 

In the Bulbuls the sexes are invariably alike in colour, and the 
young closely resemble the adult, the brighter colours being replaced 
for the first few weeks by paler tints of the same. All species 
are non-migratory. The eggs of all about the nidifieation of vhich 
anything is known are marked with various shades of red and 
purple. 

The main feature of the Bulbuls is their short tarsus, which is 
never longer than the middle toe and claw together. This cha- 
racter is possessed by other birds in a few instances, but the Bul- 
buls may be further recognized by the presence of some hairs 
springing from the nape. These hairs are frequently very long, 
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sometimes short and inconspicuous, but never, I think, entirely 
absent. 

Many of the Bulbuls are familiar birds, frequenting gardens, 
and having pretty notes. 



Key to the Genera. 

a . Hairs springing from hind neck numerous 

and as long as tarsus or longer. 

a!. Crest long and pointed ' Cbinigbe, p. 254. 

b\ Crest absent or obsolete. 

a". Long hairs springing from the back . . Title hole stes, p. 257. 
b". No hairs springing from the back .... Alophoixus, p. 259. 

b . Hairs springing from hind neck few and short, 

or obsolete. 

c'. Feathers at sides of crown and over eai- 
coverts similar in shape to those on 
crown. 

c". A distinct crest. 

a'". Nostrils not covered by plumelets. 

« 4 . Wing pointed ; secondaries falling 
short of tip of wing by length of 
tarsus or more. 

a 5 . Tail forked ; the outer feathers 

curved outwards Rypsipetes, p. 259. 

b 3 . Tail square or rounded; the 
outer feathers straight. 
a Q . Longest crest-feathers shorter 

than tarsus and pointed .... Hemixus, p. 263. 

5 8 . Longest crest-feathers longer 

than tarsus and blunt Alcttrus, p. 260. 

bK Wing blunt; the secondaries falling 
short of tip of wing by much less 
than length, of tarsus, 
c*. Crest thick, springing from 
every portion of crown and 
nape. 

c 6 . Tail very slightly rounded ; 
the outer feather Jailing short 
of tip of tail by a shorter 
distance than length of hind 
toe , Molpastes, p. 267. 
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d Q . Tail generally rounded ; the 
outer feather falling short 
of tip of tail hy about length 

of tarsus 

d 5 > Orest confined to middle of 
crown only; feathers of nape 
quite short. 

e°. Shafts of the feathers of the 

back soft 

/ 6 . Shafts of the feathers of the 
back rigid and spinous . . . 
V", Nostrils nearly concealed by plume- 
lets 

d n . Crest inconspicuous or absent, 
c"'. Upper tail-coverts not reaching to 
the middle of the tail. 
e 4 . Feathers of the forehead and crown 

very short and stiff 

d 4 . Feathers of the forehead and crown 
slightly lengthened and soft. 
e\ Bill larger, about three quarters 
length of head ; culmen laterally 
compressed and sharply cari- 

nated 

/*. Bill smaller, about half length 
of head ; culmen not much com- 
pressed nor sharply carinated . 
cT\ Upper tail-coverts reaching nearly 

to tip of tail 

d\ Feathers at sides of crown and over ear- 
coverts long and pointed, contrasting 
with the rounded feathers of the crown . 


Xanthixtjs, p. 274. 


Otocompsa, p. 275. 
PlNAROClOHLA, p. 279. 
Spizixtjs, p. 280. 


Trachycomtjs, p. 281. 


loiiE, p. 282. 

Pycnonotus, p. 285. 
Micropus, p. 294. 

Kelaartia, p, 296. 


Genus CRINIGER, Temm., 1820. 

The genus Criniger may be known from all the other Bulbuls by 
the presence of a long pointed crest and numerous very long hairs 
springing from the nape or hind neck. The tail of all the Indian 
species is, moreover, rufous, a character shared but by few other 



Fig, 80. — Head of C. flaveolus. 


In Criniger the bill is strong, and about half the length of the 
headj the rictal bristles are well-deyeloped, and the culmen is 
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evenly curved throughout. The wing is blunt ; the tail distinctly 
rounded, and the tarsus strong but short. The plumage is very 
soft. 

The birds of this genus are sociable, being generally found to- 
gether in companies of six to a dozen. They are eminently forest- 
birds, frequenting trees, and not approaching gardens or clearings. 
They are remarkably noisy, their notes being very harsh and fre- 
quently uttered. Their food consists of fruit and berries, varied 
with insects. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Lower plumage yellow. 

ci\ Chin and upper throat white; crest 

greenish yellow 

b\ Chin, throat, and upper breast white; 
crest greyish 

b. Lower plumage ochraceous. 

c\ Chin and throat white; crest rufescent 

olive-brown 

d\ Chin, throat, and upper breast white; 
crest grey 


C.jlaveolus , p. 255. 

C. bunnanicuSj p. 256. 


C. gutturalis , p. 256. 
C. griseiceps , p. 257. 


263. Criniger flaveolus. The White-throated Bulbul . 

Triehophorus flaveolus, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 6. 

Criniger flaveolus ( Gould), Blyth, Cat . p. 208 ; Horsf. % M. Cat . i, 
p. 252 ; Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 83 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 106 ; xlr, pt. ii, p. 79 ; Hume , Cat . no. 451 ; Scully, S. F. viii, 
p. 295 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 77 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 178 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. cj- E. 2nd ed. l, p. 162. 

Xussop-eechiop-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Head and crest olive-brown, each feather edged with 
olive-green ; back, rnrnp, and lesser wing-coverts olive-green 
tinged with rufous; tail rufous-brown; lores and cheeks grey; 
ear-coverts darker grey ; chin and upper throat white ; the remain- 
ing lower plumage and under wing-coverts bright yellow ; wings 
dark brown, the outer webs rufescent brown. 

Bill greyish-hlue-homy ; gape whitish fleshy ; iris red-brown ; 
feet livid fleshy (Scully). 

Length about 9 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Hepal to the head of the 
Assam valley ; the Nriga, Gdro, and Khasi hills ; Sylhet ; Cachar ; 
Manipur ; Tipperah. This species is found at low elevations, and 
seldom above 6000 feet. 

Habits , $•<?. Breeds in Sikhim in July and August, constructing a 
shallow nest of dead leaves bound together by fine roots in small 
trees not more than 10 feet from the ground. The eggs, generally 
two in number, are pink marked with hair-lines, blotches, and 
spots of brownish maroon or brickdust-red. They measure about 
1 by -7. 
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264. Criniger burmanicus. The Burmese Whiterthroated 
Bulbul . 

Criniger flaveolus, apud Blythj Birch Burm. p. 134. 

Criniger griseiceps, Hume, apud Wald, in Blyth , Birds Bui'm. p. 134 ; 
Hume , S. F. ii, p. 476 ; Hume Sc Dav. 8. F, vi, p. 300 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 451 bis (part.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 77 (part.) ; Bingham , 
& F. i x, p. 182 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 183 (part.) ; Salvadori, Ann . 
Mus . Civ. Gen . (2) y. p. 596. 

Coloration. Kesembles G. flaveolus. Differs in having the upper 
part of the b east white like the throat, and the crown and crest 
greyish brown, with the longer feathers of the latter (in good 
specimens) tipped olive-green. 

Bill plumbeous white ; iris brown ; legs and feet fleshy brown 
(Bingham). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4’2 ; tarsus ‘8 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

This species, which has long been confounded with C. griseiceps , 
is very distinct from it, and resembles the Himalayan bird, of 
which many naturalists may only consider it a race. 

Distribution. Toungngoo ; the Karen hills ; Karennee ; Tenas- 
serim, as far south as Meetan at the base of Muleyit mountain, 
and throughout the Thoungyeen valley. It is doubtful whether it 
is this species or C. flaveolus which occurs in Arrakan, as recorded 
by Blyth. 

265. Criniger gutturalis. The Malayan White-throated 
Bulbul . 

Trichophoras gutturalis, 8. Mull., Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 262 (1850). 

Criniger ochraeeus, Mocrre in Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 252 (1854) ; 
Blyth Sc Wald. Birds Burm. p. 134 ; Hume 8c Dav. 8. F. vi, 
pp. 301, 515. 

Criniger gutturalis ( 8. MuU.), Hume , Cat. no. 451 ter ; Bingham, 
S . F. ix, p. 182; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 80; Oates,. B. B. i. 
p. 185. 

Coloration . The whole upper plumage olive-brown with an ochra- 
ceous tinge, rufescent on the head, crest, and upper tail-coverts ; tail 
rufous-brown, tipped with a lighter shade of the same ; wings 
brown, the outer webs rufescent ; lores and a ring round the eye 
greyish ; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; chin and throat 
white ; lower plumage fulvous-brown or ochraeeous yellowish on 
the middle of the abdomen, and becoming buff on the under tail- 
coverts. 

Legs and feet light pinkish brown ; upper mandible dark horny 
brown ; lower mandible plumbeous ; iris wood-brown (Hume 
Davison). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 1 . 

Specimens from the southern part of the Malay peninsula have 
the t&il shorter, but do not other v\ ise differ from Tenasserim birds. 
In Borneo and Sumatra the birds have a much larger bill, but 
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correspond with Tenasserim birds in other respects. In Sumatra, in 
addition to the present, there occurs another species or race, 
recognizable by its deep greyish-brown head. It has been named 
V '. samatranus by Wardlaw Earn say. The Chinese bird was named 
C. pallidas by Swinhoe ; but I cannot discover that it differs in 
any respect from O. gutturalis . 

Distribution . This species appears to be abundant in Tenasserim 
from its southern extremity up to the neighbourhood of Tavov, and 
Bingham records the occurrence of a specimen at Moulmein. It 
extends down the Malay peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 


266. Criniger griseiceps. Hume’s White-throated Bulbul . 

Criniger griseiceps, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 478 (1870), iii, p. 124 ; Hume , 
Cat no. 451 bis (part.) ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi,p. 77 (part.) ; Oates , 
S. F. x, p. 209 ; id. B. B . i, p. 183 (part.). 

Coloration . Lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts pale grey ; chin, throat, 
and upper breast white ; lower plumage ochraceous, tending to 
buff on the under tail-coverts ; head, crest, and nape grey ; upper 
plumage with the smaller wing-coverts yellowish green; upper tail- 
coverts and tail rufescent ; wings and greater coverts dark brown, 
the outer webs rufescent ; in birds the plumage of which is much 
worn the colours are more dull. 

Bill bluish, darker on the anterior half of the culmen and the tip ; 
eyelids plumbeous; iris reddish brown; inside of mouth bluish 
fleshy ; legs pinkish brown ; claws pale horn. 

Length nearly 9 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

This species is allied to C. gutturalis, from which it differs in 
having the upper part of the breast white and the head and crest 
grey. 

Distribution. The eastern slopes of the Pegu hills from the lati- 
tude of Thayetmyo to that of Rangoon. The range of the present 
species probably extends north of these limits. 


Genus TRICHOLESTES, Salvadori, 1874. 

The genus Tricholestes is remarkable for the numerous long hairs 
which spring from the back. These hairs lie close to the feathers, 
and are not distinctly visible till lifted up. 

In Tricholestes the bill is very strong for the size of the bird. 
The culmen is straight for half its length, and the tip of the upper 
mandible is strongly hooked and notched ; the frontal and rictal 
bristles are long. The head is not crested. The wing is blunt, 
the tail slightly rounded, and the feet are exceedingly small and 
weak. 


TOIi. x. 


s 
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267. Tricholestes criniger. The Hairy -backed Bulbul . 

Brachypodius (P) criniger, A, Hay , Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 577 
(1845). 

Setomis (?) criniger (A. Hay), Blyth, Cat p. 212. 

Trichophorus minutus, Hartl. Journ.f. Orn. 1853, p. 156. 
Tricholestes criniger ( Hay ), Hume Dav. 8 F. vi, p. 304 ; Tweedd. 
Ibis, 1877, p. 306; Hume, Cat no. 451 sex ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. 
■vi, p. 89 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 186. 



Fig. 81. — Head andjback of T. criniger . 


Coloration. Forehead and crown olive-brown ; hind neck, back, 
and rump dull olive-green ; wing-coverts browner ; quills brown, 
the tertiaries and the outer webs of the others rufescent; tail 
rufescent, the outer webs edged with greenish and the outer 
feathers tipped whitish ; lores yellow ; sides of the head yellow, 
the tips of the feathers dusky ; chin and throat whitish ; lower 
plumage yellow, the breast and sides of the body washed with 
ashy ; under tail- and wing-coverts yellow. 

Legs and feet pale bluish or pinkish brown or salmon-fleshy ; 
claws pale plumbeous blue ; lower mandible and edge of the upper 
pale plumbeous ; ridge of culmen and tip of the upper mandible 
black ; rest of upper mandible dark plumbeous, sometimes horny- 
brown ; iris pale umber or snuffy brown to dark brown (Hume Sf 
Davison). 

Length nearly 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim. The range 
extends down the Malay peninsula to the islands of Sumatra, Java, 
and Borneo. 

Habits , $o. This bird frequents brushwood in small parties, hunt- 
ing the branches and leaves for insects, which appear to be its 
principal food. Davison remarks that this Bulbul is very tame 
and easily approached, but that its plumage is always in bad con- 
dition, rendering the preparation of a good specimen a matter of 
difficulty. 
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Genus ALOPHOIXUS, n. gen. 

# The bird for which I propose the above generic designation has 
hitherto been placed with Criniger . It differs from that genus in 
entirely wanting a crest, a character of sufficient importance, in 
my estimation, to warrant its separation from Criniger , in which 
genus the crest is remarkably long and conspicuous. 

268. Alophoixus phasocephalus. The Crestless White-throated 

Bulbul . 

Ixos phaeocephalus, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 401. 

Criniger gularis (12 Tors/.), apud Blyth , Cat. p. 208. 

Criniger cantori, Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, ’p. 279 ; Horsf. § M. Cat. i, 

Cnniger phaeocephalus (Hartl.'), Wald. Ibis , 1871, p. 160, pi. vi, 
fig. 2 ; Hume §* JDav. S. F. vi, p. 302 ; Hume , Cat . no. 451 quat. ; 
Sharpe, Cat . B . M. vi, p. 74 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 183. 

Coloration . Crown of head and the nape blackish, each feather 
edged with bluish grey ; lores whitish ; sides of the head and neck 
and a narrow half-collar on the hind neck ashy grey, darker poste- 
riorly: chin and throat white; remaining lower plumage bright 
yellow washed with olive on the sides of the body ; under wing- 
coverts yellow ; back, rump, and upper wing-coverts olive-green, 
the lateral feathers of the rump washed with yellow at the tips ; 
upper tail-coverts and tail rufous-brown ; wings dark brown, the 
outer webs rufescent. 

The legs, feet, and claws vary from fleshy white (sometimes with 
a pinkish tinge) to fleshy yellow ; the upper mandible from dark 
plumbeous to dark homy-brown ; lower mandible and edges of 
upper mandible pale plumbeous ; irides snuff-brown, burnt sienna- 
brown, or reddish brown ( Hume §' Davison ). 

Length rather more than 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus *8 ; bill 
from gape 1. 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim, where this 
Bulbul appears to be common. It extends down the Malay penin- 
sula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, 4'c. Davison remarks that he has always found this bird 
in pairs or singly in thick forest and thin jungle, but never in clear- 
ings or gardens. Its note differs much from that of the other 
Bulbuls, but is of the same character. 


Genus HYPSTPETES, Vigors, 1881. 

The genus Hypsipetes contains three Indian Bulbuls, which are 
characterized by grey or dark-brown plumage, red bills, and forked 
tails. The bill is slender, and about as long as the head, which is 
furnished with a crest of pointed feathers. The rictal bristles are 
very short, not exceeding a third of the length of the culmen. The 
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wing is sharp, the secondaries falling short of the tip by a con- 
siderable distance. The tail is distinctly forked, and the outer 
feathers curved outwards. The tarsus is smooth and very short 
(see fig. 79, p. 253), being between a sixth and a seventh of 
the length of the wing. The three Indian species are closely 
allied, but they are easily recognizable, and they have, moreover, 
distinct areas of distribution. 


Key to the Species. 

а. A distinct black cheek-stripe contrasting with 

the throat 

б. No cheek-stripe. 

a'. A black patch under the ear-coverts 

b\ No black patch under the ear-coverts 


H. psaroides, p. 260. 

JET. concolor , p. 261. 
JET. ganeesa , p. 262. 



Hypsipetes psaroides, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 43 ; Gould, Cent 
pi. 10 ; Blyth, Cat . p. 206 ; Horsf. fy M . Cat. i, p. 254 ; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 77 ; Stoliczka , J. A . S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 39 ; Hume , 
N". # E. p. 278 $ Cock <§* Marsh. S. F. i, p. 355 ; Mume ty Henders. 
Zah. to Park . p. 198 ; Hume Hav. S. F. vi, p.296; Hume, Cat 
no. 444 j Scully, S. F. viii, p. 293 $ Sharpe, Cat . JB. M. vi, p. 36 ; 
Oates , B. JB. i, p. 173 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 415 ; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 176 ; Oates in Hume's N. JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 164. 

Hypsipetes concolor, JBlyth, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. u, p. 106 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 78. 

Ban Bakra, at Mussoorie ; Phakki-pho, Lepch. ; JDurkal , Chamba. 

Coloration. Crown from the forehead to the nape, the lores, a 
spot at the base of the lower mandible, one at the angle of the chin, 
and a broad stripe from beneath the eye passing under the ear- 
coverts, and meeting a narrower line from the crown passing be- 
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hind the ear-coverts, black ; a spot over the lores grey ; ear-coverts, 
chin, throat, breast, and flanks grey; abdomen and vent whitish, 



Fig. 83. — Head of H. psaroides. 

the feathers being grey with white margins ; under tail-coverts 
grey, with broad white margins ; upper plumage and wing- coverts 
dark grey ; wings and tail dark brown, the greater part of the ex- 
terior edges grey. 

Bill and feet bright coral-red ; iris dark brown ; claws horny- 
brown ( Scully ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*6 • wing 5 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Murree to the head of the 
Assam valley ; the Khasi hills; Sylhet ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan. 
This species is found at all elevations up to 9000 feet. 

Habits , <5fc. Breeds from 2000 to 7000 feet, from April to June, 
constructing its nest, which is made of grass and leaves bound 
together exteriorly by a good deal of cobweb, in the fork of a 
branch at a moderate height from the ground. The eggs, usually 
four in number, are white or pinkish, marked with various shades 
of red and purple, and measure 1-03 by -75. 

This bird is social, fearless, very noisy, and chiefly found near 
the tops of high trees. It feeds on fruit and the nectar contained 
in the larger flowers of such trees as the Rhododendron. 

270. Hypsipetes concolor. The Burmese Black Bulbul . 

Hypsipetes concolor, Blyth, J. A . 8. B. xviii, p. 816 (1849) ; id. Cat. 
p. 207 ; Blyth fy Wald. Birds Burm. p. 132 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. F. 
vi, p, 296; Hume , Cat. no. 446 bis; Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 181; 
Sharpe } Cat. B. M. vi, p, 38 ; Oates. B. B. i, p. 174 : Salvadori , 
Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 595. 

Hypsipetes yunnanensis, Anders. F. Z. 8. 1871, p. 213 ; id. Yunnan 
Hoped., AveSj p. 656, pi. 50. 

Hypsipetes subniger, Hume , & F. v, p. 109 (1877). 

Coloration . Resembles H. psctroides. The chin, lores, crown, 
hind neck, hack, and lesser wing- coverts deep black, the edges of 
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the feathers with a metallic gloss ; rump and tipper tail-coverts 
dark ashy; quills, tail, and the larger wing-coverts dark brown or 
blackish, margined with grey along the greater part of the outer 
edges ; whole lower plumage dark grey ; ear-coverts and cheeks 
paler ; a patch of black under the ear-coverts ; under tail-coverts 
dark grey, sometimes distinctly margined with white. 

Legs, feet, and bill bright to deep coral-red; iris dull crimson- 
lake {Hume 6f Davison). 

Length about 10*5 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 5 ; tarsus ‘7 ; bill from 
gape 1’25. 

Distribution. The hills east of Bh^mo ; Toungngoo, and the Karen 
hills east of that town ; the whole of Tenasserim down to about 
the latitude of Muleyit mountain. This Bulbul appears to be 
found up to about 4000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. According to Davison this bird is found in the hill- 
clearings or camping-grounds, flying about from tree to tree in 
small flocks. 

There are some closely allied species in China. H. perniger is 
deep black throughout ; H. nigerrimus is also deep black, but the 
edges of the wing-feathers are grey ; H. leucocephalus has the fore- 
head and abdomen white; and H. amaurotis has the ear-coverts 
chestnut. 

271. Hypsipetes ganeesa. The Southern-Indicm Black Bulbul. 

Hypsipetes ganeesa, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 86 ; Blyth, Cat p. 339 ; 
Hoj'sf. $• M. Cat. i, p. 255; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 78 ; Blyth , Ibis, 1865, 
p. 42 ; MeM aster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 211 ; Hume , S. F. iv, 
p. 400 ; Hume <$f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 296 ; Hume , Cat. no. 446 ; Legge , 
Birds Ceyl. p. 469 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 39 ; Butler, S. F. ix, 
p. 401 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 185 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 383 ; 
Oates in Hume’s N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 167. 

Hypsipetes nilgherriensis, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. x, p. 245 (1889) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 207 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, pp. 78, 872 ; Hume, N. Sr B. 
p. 280 ; id. Cat. no. 445. 

The Neilgherry Black Bulbul ; the Ghat Black Bulbul, Jerd.; Kele 
Kondiya , Ceyl. 

Coloration. Eesembles H. psctroides, but the plumage is of a 
much darker shade of grey, and the grey of the sides of the head 
is not in strong contrast with the black crown ; there is no black 
streak either behind or under the ear-coverts, the grey of this part 
being confluent with that of the lower plumage; the grey spot 
over the lores is absent, and there is less white on the abdomen. 

Bill orange-vermilion ; feet orange-yellow ; iris hazel dyed with 
lake-red ( FairbanTc ). 

Length about 9-5 ; tail 4 ; wing 4-7 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape 1-2. 

Distribution . The hill-ranges of Western India from Matheran 
to Cape Comorin ; Ceylon. It is noteworthy that McMaster pro- 
cured this bird at Chikalda on the Gawilgurh hills in Berar. It is 
found at all elevations, but not usually below 4000 feet. 
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Habits , Sfc. Breeds from March to June, making a shallow cup- 
like nest of grass and leaves in trees at all heights up to about 60 
feet from the ground. The eggs are usually only two in number, 
and resemble those of H. psaroides. They measure 1*08 by *75, 


Gtenus HEMIXUS, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Hemiccus, of which H. jlavala is the type, contains 
five Indian species closely related to each other. It differs from 
Hypsipetes in having the tail square or slightly rounded, and its 
outer feathers straight. The crest consists of a great number of 
short but sharply-pointed feathers. The nuchal hairs are short and 
indistinct, but the rictal bristles are strong. The wing is pointed, 
the secondaries falling short of the tip by a considerable distance. 

The birds of this genus do not habitually frequent forests and 
high trees like the Blade Bulbuls, but they are found chiefly on the 
outskirts of forests and in secondary jungle. They are chiefly fruit- 
eaters. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Tail dark brown. 

a'. Whole upper plumage ashy 

V . Whole upper plumage brown 

c\ Head black, contrasting with the ashy 
back 7T 

b. Tail green. 

d\ Throat whitish ; remainder of lower plu- 
mage pale rufous 

e\ Throat and whole lower plumage more or 
less uniformly grey 


H. Jlavala , p. 263. 

H. davisom, p. 264. 

H. hildebrandi, p. 264. 


JET. macclellandi , p. 265. 
H. iickelli, p. 265. 


272. Hemixus flavala. The Brown-eared Bulbul . 

Hemixus flavala, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 572 (1845) ; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 207 ; Horsf. & M. Cat. i, p. 250 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 80 ; Blyth, 
Birds Burin, p. 133 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106, 
xlv, pt. ii, p. 78 ; Hume , 8. F. v, p. Ill ; Anders . Yunnan Kvped., 
Aves, p. 657 ; Hume, Cat. no. 448 ; 8cully, 8. F. viii, p. 295 ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M . vi, p. 49 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 175 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 176. 

NaUi-jnndi , Lepch. 



Fig. 84. — Head of B. flavala . 

Colwation . Upper plumage with the small wing-coverts dark 
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ashy, the crown edged paler, and the upper tail-coverts tinged with 
olive-green ; tail brown, tinged with olive-green on the basal halves 
of the outer webs ; greater wing-coverts brown on the inner and 
olive-yellow on the outer webs ; quills brown ; the fourth to the 
seventh primaries edged with grey below the emarginations, all the 
other quills edged externally with olive-yellow, obsolete on the 
earlier primaries, increasing on the others, and ultimately occupy- 
ing the entire outer web of the tertiaries ; lores and cheeks 
blackish ; ear-coverts bronze-grey ; chin, throat, centre of the 
abdomen, and vent white ; breast, sides of neck, and flanks light 
grey. 

Bill black ; iris dark reddish brown ; feet dusky (Scully). 

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to the head of the 
Assam valley; the Khasi and Garo hills; Manipur; the hills east 
of Bhamo ; Arrakan. This bird appears to be found up to about 
6000 feet. 

273. Hemixus davisoni. Davison’s Brown-eared Bulbul. 

Hemixus davisoni, Hume , S. F. v, p. Ill (1877) ; HumefyDav. 8. F. 
vi, p. 299 ; Hume , Cat. no. 448 ter; Sharpe , Cat. B . M. vi, p. 51 ; 
Oates , B. B. i, p. 176. 

Coloration. Eesembles H.flavala. Differs in having the entire 
crown and nape a rich dark brown; the back, rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and smaller wing-coverts also brown but paler; in the tail 
being less suffused v ith olive-green and the breast being distinctly 
ashy and not grey ; and lastly in the yellow edges to the quills 
being narrower. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black; iris bright brown (Darling) ; 
iris crimson-lake (Hume Davison). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. This species has only been procured at Meetan and 
Thoungyah in Tenasserim. It is apparently entirely confined to 
the hill-forests. 

274. Hemixus hildehrandi. Hildebrand’s Brown-eared Bulbul. 

Hemixus hildehrandi, Hume , S. F. ii, p. 508 (1874) ; Wald, in Blyth’s 
Birds Burm. p. 133 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. Ill ; Hume 4* Dav. S. F. 
vi, p. 299 ; Hume > Cat no. 448 his ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 50 : 
Oates, S. JB. i, p. 176. 

Coloration. Eesembles H.flavala. Differs in having the forehead, 
crown, and nape dark brown or blackish, contrasting with the rest 
of the plumage. 

Iris lake-brown; bill black; legs light brown ( Wardlaw Ramsay). 
Iris crimson ; hill black ; legs and feet dark reddish horn-colour 
(Hume Davison). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape 1. 
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Distribution . The pine-forests of the Salween district in Tenasserim 
at 3000 feet, and the Karen hills east of Toungngoo from 2000 to 
4000 feet. 

275. Hemixus macclellandi. The Bufous-bellied Bulbul . 

Hypsipetes macclellandi, Horsf. P. Z. 8 . 1839, p. 159 ; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 207 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 256 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 79 ; Godio.- 
Aust. J. A . 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; Hume , N. $ E. p. 281 ; 
Blyth , Birds Bnrm . p. 133 ; Hume $ Dav. 8. F. vi,p. 298 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 447 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 294; Hume, 8. F xi, p. 176. 

Iole macclellandi (Horsf), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 59; Oates, B. B. 
i, j). 178. 

Hemixus macclellandi (Horsf), Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 168. 

Chinchiok-pho, Lepch. ; Chichiam, Bhut. 

Coloration. Crown, from the forehead to the nape, rich brown, 
the shafts white tinged with huff ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
tertiaries, and tail olive-green, brightest on the tail, the shafts of 
which are black above and yellow below ; lores and cheeks mixed 
grey and white ; chin and throat white, the feathers with grey bases 
and lanceolate; ear-coverts and sides of the neck chestnut; breast the 
same but with pale shaft-stripes ; abdomen and flanks pale chestnut; 
under tail-coverts, thighs, and vent ochraeeous yellow ; under wing- 
coverts the same ; primaries and secondaries dark brown, edged 
with olive-green. 

Bill blackish above, livid grey-horny below ; iris brownish red or 
dark red ; feet fleshy brown ; claws brown-horny (Scully). 

Length about 10; tail 4’4; wing 4*3; tarsus *7; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to the head of the 
Assam valley; the Khasi and Naga hills; Cachar; Manipur; 
Arrakan. 

Habits , 4 m c. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow 
nest of ferns, leaves, grass, and moss in a fork of a small tree. 
The eggs are pinkish white, speckled and spotted with reddish 
purple and measure about 1*05 by -67. 

276. Hemixus tickelli. TiclcelVs Bulbul. 

Hypsipetes tickelli, Blytli, J. A . 8. B. xxiv, p. 275 (1855) ; Blyth § 
Walden, Birds Bunn.ji. 133; Hume <§• Dav . 8. F. vi, p. 296; 
Hume , Cat. no. 447 bis ; Salvador i, Ann . Mus. Civ. Gen . (2) v, 
p. 596. 

Iole tickelli (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 60 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 179. 

Coloration. Kesembles H. macclellandi. Differs in having the 
lower plumage grey tending to white on the abdomen, and the breast 
streaked with whitish shaft-stripes ; in the ear-coverts and sides of 
the neck being pale rusty, which colour also tinges the breast ; and 
in the shaft-stripes of the crest-feathers being broader and whiter. 
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Legs and feet fleshy pink, dark fleshy pink, light purplish hr own, 
pale pinkish brown, or pale reddish brown ; bill black, horny black, 
or dark horny brown ; iris wood -brown, deep red-brown, light red, 
or crimson {Hume $ Davison ). 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*2,- wing 4 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution . Karennee from 2500 to 4000 feet ; the pine-forests 
of the Salween valley south to Muleyit mountain above 2500 feet. 

Habits , fyc. Usually occurs, according to Davison, on the out- 
skirts of forests along the paths and thin jungle. 


Genus ALCURUS, Hodgs., 1843. 

The only form of this genus is a conspicuous and easily recognized 
bird with ample crest and striped plumage. The crest springs from 
every portion of the crown and is of considerable length when 
erected, the feathers being narrow but of the same width through- 
out and not sharply pointed. The bill is small and only half the 
length of the head ; the tarsus is scutellated as a rule, but in many 
instances is smooth or nearly so, a point probably depending on 
age. The tail is slightly rounded and the wing is tolerably sharp. 

277- Alcorns striatus. The Striated Green Bulbul. 

Trichophorus striatus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 184 (1842). 

Alcurus nipalensis, Hodge, in Gray's Zool. Mise . p. 83 (1844). 

Criniger striatus {Blyth), Blyth , Cat. p. 208 ; Horsf.fyM. Cat. i , p. 253. 

Alcurus striatus, Blyth, J \ A. 8. B. xii, p. 955 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 81 ; 
Qodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 78 ; 
Wald, in Blyth s Birds Burm. p. 134 ; Hume 8f JDav . 8. F. vi, 
p. 299; Hume , Cat . no. 449 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vi, p. 91 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 187 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ . Gen. (2) v, p. 597 ; 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 177 ; Oates in Hume's JV. $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 169. 

Senim-plek-pho, Lepch. ; Chichiam, Bhut. 



Fig. 85. — Head of A. striatus. 


Coloration , Whole head, back, and scapulars olive-green, each 
feather with a yellowish-white shaft-stripe ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts brighter with obsolete striations ; tail brown, edged extern- 
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ally 'with olive-green, internally with yellowish, and the three outer 
pairs of feathers tipped with yellow ; lesser and median coverts 
olive-green, brownish internally and with a few faint striations ; 
greater coverts and quills brown on the inner and olive-green on 
the outer webs, the former also broadly margined with yellow ; 
lores and chin bright yellow ; throat yeliow, with n um erous t rian - 
gular. black°[spots ; cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown, streaked 
with yellowish white ; sides of the neck, breast, and upper abdomen 
dark slaty black, with broad pale yellow streaks ; lower abdomen 
and flanks olive-brown, streaked with yellow, except in the middle, 
which, with the under tail- and wing-coverts, is yellow' without 
striations. 

Legs and feet very dark brown or deep plumbeous ; bill black ; 
iris deep red-brown ( Hume Sf Davison ). 

Birds from Tenasserim and Manipur are much smaller than those 
from the Himalayas. Tenasserim specimens measure — length 
about 8 ‘5 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1 : whereas 
specimens from Sikkim have the tail 4*3 and the wing 4*4. The 
sexes do not appear to differ much, if at all, in size. 

Distribution . Nepal and Sikhim ; Daphla hills in Assam ; the 
Khasi hills; Manipur; the ranges of hills east of Toungngoo ; 
Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim ; apparently at 5000 feet of ele- 
vation and upwards. 

Habits , $c. This Bulbul is said by Jerdon to keep to the tops of 
high trees, going in small parties and having a mellow note, which 
is uttered both when feeding and on the wing. A nest found by 
Mandelli in Sikhim in May was made of fibrous roots and lined 
with grass. It was placed iu a bamboo bush about four feet from 
the ground. 


Genus MOLPASTES, Hume, 1873. 

The genus Molpastes comprises some Indian Bulbuls which are 
familiar garden birds. One of them (M. humii) appears to be very 
rare and local, but the others are widely distributed and common. 

In Molpastes the crest is thick and of considerable length, the 
feathers growiug from every portion of the crown and nape. The 
nuchal hairs are extremely short and difficult to detect. The wing 
is blunt and the tail is very slightly rounded. All the birds of 
this genus are remarkable for the bright colour of the under tail- 
coverts, and are further to be recognized by the broad white tips to 
the tail-feathers. 

The birds of this genus are more frequently found in gardens 
and cultivated parts of the country than elsewhere. They go about 
in pairs and have very cheerful notes. They feed mostly on fruit 
ana they are always to be found on fruit-bearing trees in large 
numbers, but they are not gregarious. Like other Bulbuls they are 
incapable of much progress on the ground, but they are frequently 
seen picking up fallen fruit and shuffling about by a series of short 
ungainly hops. 
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The Bed-vented Bulbuls were in a state of great confusion till 
Sharpe in his 4 Catalogue 5 rearranged them and pointed out the 
characters by which they might be distinguished from each other. 
The exact distribution of each species can only be determined by 
the examination of specimens, ancl fortunately the very large series 
of these birds in the British Museum has enabled me to work out 
their distribution in sufficient detail. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Under tail-coverts red. 

a\ The black on the crown sharply defined 
and not extending to the hind neck. 
a" . Ear-coverts black, ^distinguishable 

from crown M. haemorrhous , p. 268. 

V. Ear-coverts brown, contrasting with 
the black crown. 

a”'. Chin, throat, and upper breast deep 

black M. burmanicus, p. 269. 

b"\ Chin and upper part of throat only 

black M, nigripileus , p. 270. 

c". Ear-coverts whitish like the lower 

plumage; point of chin only black. . M. atricapillus , p. 270. 

V. The black on the crown extending to 
the hind neck or back and not sharply 
defined posteriorly. 

d". Hind neck, back, sides of neck, chin, 

throat, and breast all deep black M. bengalemis , p. 271. 

e". Hind neck black, throat and fore neck 
black shading into brown on the 
breast M. Mermedius , p. 272. 

b. Under tail-coverts sulphur-yellow. 

c'. Eeathers of crown and crest edged with 

greyish white M. leueogenys , p. 272. 

Feathers of crown and crest entirely 
black M. humii, p. 274. 

c. Under tail-coverts saffron-yellow M. leucotis,^. 273. 


278. Molpastes haemorrhous. The Madras Bed-vented Bulbul. 

Muscicapahcemorrhousa, Gm. 8. JY. i, p. 941 (1788). 

Hsematomis pusillus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. x, p. 841 (1841), 

Pycnonotus haemorrhous (Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 209 ; Horsf. fy M. 
Cat i, p. 240 j Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 94 ; Ball, 8. F. iii, p. 292 ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl, p. 482 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.i i, p. 124; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 188. 

Pycnonotus chrysorrhoides ( Lafr .), Btoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xli. pt. ii, 
p. 287 ; BaU, 8. F. ii, p. 410. 

Molpastes pusillus (Blyth), Hume, N. fy B. p. 291 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, 
p. 478. 

Pycnonotus pusillus (Blyth), Blanf. 8. F. v, p. 246. 

Molpastes haemorrhous (Gm.), Hume, Cat. no. 462 ; Davidson, 8. F. 
x, p. 386 ; Barnes , Jovrn. Bom. JY. H. 8oc . i. p. 48 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. $ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 169. 9 * 9 
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The Common Madras Bulbul, Jerd. ; Bulbul 3 Hind. ; Tonki bulbul, 
Beng. ; Tigli-pitta, Tel. ; Konda-lati, Tam. 

Coloration. The whole head, chin, and throat deep black, sharply 
defined at the back of the head; the whole neck, back, wing- 
coverts, scapulars, and breast brown, each feather margined with 
whitish ; rump plain brown ; upper tail-coverts white ; tail brown 
at base, darkening and becoming black towards the end, and all 
the feathers tipped white; wing-quills brown, narrowly margined 
with whitish ; abdomen whitish ; sides of body and flanks light 
brown ; under tail-coverts crimson ; shafts of tail-feathers whitish 
beneath. 

Iris deep brown ; bill black ; legs and feet blackish {Butler). 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution. Nearly the whole of India proper, the northern 
limit being indicated roughly by a line drawn through the following 
places: IJmarkot, Jodhpur, Sambhar, Hmballa ; thence a line along 
the base of the Himalayas to Behar in the line of longitude of 
Asansol near Baneegunje, and through that plaee to Burdwan. 
This species also occurs in Ceylon. Although essentially a bird of 
the plains it is occasionally found at considerable elevations on the 
Nilgiris, as high up, in fact, as Ootacamund. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from February to August, constructing a 
flimsy, but pretty nest of dry leaves and grass in bushes, creepers, 
or the lower branches of trees, or sometimes on the top of a stump. 
The eggs, usually three in number, are pale pink marked with 
reddish brown and purplish grey, and measure about -9 by *65. 


279. Molpastes bnrmaniciLS. The Burmese Bed-vented Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus hsemorrhous apud Blyth Wald. Birds Burm . 

p. 135. 

Molpastes pygmseus (. Hodgs .), Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 126; Hume fy 
Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 321. 

Molpastes intermedius {Hay), Hume Inglis, 8. F. v, p. 35. 

Pycnonotus pygseus {Hodgs.), Oates, 8. F. v, p. 157. 

Pycnonotus intermedius (Hay), Oates, 8. F. v, p. 157. 

Pycnonotus nigripileus {Blyth), Anderson, Yunnan Exped ., Aves, 
p. 658. 

Pycnonotus hurmanicus, 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 125 (1881); Oates, 
8. F. x, p. 211 ; id. B. B. i, p. 189 : Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ . 
Gen. (2) iv, p. 596. 

Molpastes burmanicus {Sharpe), Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 183 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 173. 

Coloration . Resembles M. hcemorrhous , and has the black of the 
head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear- 
coverts glossy hair-brown ; the black of the throat extending down 
to and overspreading the breast ; the feathers on the lower part of 
the breast margined with greyish white, and the hind neck and back 
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blackish (not brown), margined more broadly with grey (not 
whitish). 

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown. 

Length about 8; tail 3*8; wing 3*8; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape "9. 

Distribution . The limits of this species on the north are difficult 
to define owing to want of specimens. Hume found it abun- 
dant, and the only species of this class of Bulbul, in Manipur. I 
have examined a specimen that was procured at Kamrup in Assam 
and another at Shillong. Sharpe records it from CJachar, whence, 
however, I have not myself seen a specimen. Both Anderson and 
Pea procured it at Bhamo or in the immediate vicinity. Thence 
it appears to be spread throughout Burma dowm to the Ghilf of 
Martaban on the south, and the Bay of Bengal on the west. On 
the east I cannot discover that it occurs beyond the Sittoung river. 

Habits , Sfc. This species breeds from May to September through- 
out Pegu : its mode of nidification and the colour of its eggs do not 
differ in any respect from those of M. hcemorrhous. 

280. Molpastes nigripilens. The Tenasserim Bed-vented Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus nigropileus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 472 (1847) ; id. 
Cat p. 209 ; Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 549 ; Blyth , Birds Burm . 
p. 135 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. vi, p. 126 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 191 ; 
Salvador i, Ann . Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 597. 

Molpastes nigropileus {Blyth), Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 321 ; Hume , 
Cat no. 462 his. 

Coloration . [Resembles M. hcemorrhous , and has the black of the 
head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear- 
coverts glossy hair-brown, the lores, cheeks, and chin black, and the 
throat and breast brown, the feathers edged with whitish. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black; iris deep brown {Hume Sf 
Davison). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 
•8 to *9. 

Distribution . Confined to the east of the Sittoung river, and 
ranging from Toungngoo and the Karen hills down to Amherst. 

281. Molpastes atricapillus. The Chinese Becl-vented Bulbul. 

Muscicapa atricapilla, Vieill. Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. xxi, p. 489 
(1818). 

Hasmatornis chrysorrhoides, Lafr. Bev. Zool. 1845, p. 367. 

Molpastes chrysorrhoides (Lafr.), Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 477. 

Pycnonotus atricapillus ( Vieill.), Wald, in Blyth' s Birds Burm . p. 130 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 127 ; Oates, B. B. i. p. 190 ; Salvador H. 
Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 598. 

Molpastes atricapillus ( Vieill Hume fy Dav . 8. F. vi, p. 322; 
Hume Cat. no. 462 ter ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 178. 

Coloration . Resembles M. hcemorrhous , and has the black of the 
head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear- 
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coverts hoary white, with the lores, cheeks, and only the point o £ 
the chin black ; the remaining lower plumage ashy brown, whiter 
on the abdomen ; and the hind neck and back a paler brown with 
broader edges. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black ; iris brown to dark brown 
( Hume df Davison ) ; iris light brown ( Wardlctw Ramsay). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . Karennee and Tenasserim down to about the 13th 
degree of latitude. This species is not found west of the Sittoung 
river. It inhabits the hilly and well-wooded parts of the country 
up to 2000 feet of elevation, and it extends into China, where it is 
abundant. 

Habits , dfc. A nest of this bird with three eggs was found in 
Tenasserim by Darling on the 16th March. 

282. Molpastesjbengalensis. * The Bengal Reel-vented Bulbul. 

Ixos cafer, v. pygseus, Hodge, in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 84 (descr. 
num, 1844). 

Pycnonotus bengalensis, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 566 (1845) ; id. 
Cat. p.*209. 

Pycnonotus pygseus (Rodgs.), R orsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 239 ; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 93 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. vi, p. 128. 

Molpastes pygeeus ( Hodgs .), Hume , N. fy B. p. 290 ; Cripps, 8. F. 
vii, p. 281 ; Hume, Cat. no. 461 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 296. 

Molpastes bengalensis {Blyth), Oates in Hume's H. $• B. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 174. 

The Common Bulbul, Jerd. ; Bulbul, Hind. ; Bala Bulbul, Beng. ; 
Mancliph-pho, Lepch. ; BaJdom, Bhut. 

Coloration. Resembles M. hamorrhous in general appearance. 
Differs in having the ear-coverts chocolate-brown, and, with this 
exception, the whole head, neck, upper back, chin, throat, and 
upper breast deep glossy black ; the lower breast black, margined 
with white ; and the remainder of the lower plumage ashy brown, 
except the under tail-coverts, which are, as usual, crimson; the 
lower back blackish margined with grey. 

Iris brown; bill and legs black {CocJcburn). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Kumaun 
to the head of the Assam valley ; Oudh ; Northern Behar ; Bengal, 
east of the longitude of Burdwan ; Assam and its hill-ranges ; 
Dacca; Cachar; Tipperah. I have also seen a specimen from 
Manipur, where, however, M. burmanicus is the prevailing species. 
Jerdon asserts that this Bulbul extends to Central India, north of 
the Nerbudda river. This may be the case, but I have myself 
seen no specimen from any locality other than those above men- 
tioned. In the Himalayas it is found up to about 7000 feet. 
r ^Habits, dfc. This Bulbul appears to breed from April to June, and 
probably both before and after that period. Its mode of nidifica- 
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tion appears to differ in no respect from that of M. htemorrhous. 
The eggs measure about *95 by *7. 

283. Molpastes intermedius. The Punjab Bed-vented Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus intermedius, A . Hay, Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 95 ; Blyth, Ibis, 
1867, p. 9 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 441 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. yi, 

p. 130 * . „ 

Pycnonotus pygasus {Hodgs.), Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. n, 

p. 39 ; Cock $ Marsh . S. F. i, p. 355 ; C. H T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, 
p. 415. 

Molpastes intermedius (A. May), Oates in Hume's N. §• E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 175. 

Kata painju, Chamba. 

Coloration . Eesembles M. hcemorrhous. Differs in having the 
black of the head continued to the hind neck ; the ear-coverts 
chocolate-brown; the whole back brown, edged with grey; the 
black of the throat shading off into blackish brown on the upper 
breast and the sides of the neck ; and the lower breast ashy brown 
margined with whitish. 

Length about 8 ; tail 4*3 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Nairn Tal 
and Almora to Murree ; the northern portion of the Punjab, the 
hT.W. Provinces and Oudh down to Allahabad and Chupra. In the 
lower part of its range this species is found together with M. ben - 
galensis. It does not ascend the Himalayas to any great height. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds from May to July, and probably for some 
time before and after this period. The eggs, according to Theo- 
bald, measure *87 by *62. 

V 

284. Molpastes leucogenys. The White-cheeked Bulbul. 

Brachjpus leucogenys, Cray, in Hardw . III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 35, fig. 3 

Pycnonotus leucogenys {Or.), Blyth, Cat. p. 209; Horsf. fy M. Cat . 
i, p. 242. 

Otocompsa leucogenys {Gr.Sf Hardw.), Jerd. B.I. ii, p. 90 ; Stoliczka, 
J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 39 ; Hume, N. <$• F. p. 285 ; Cock fy 
Marsh . S. F. i, p. 3 55 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 238 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 458 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 296 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 160 ; 
C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis , 1884, p. 415. 

Molpastes leucogenys {Cray), Gates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 175. 

The White-cheeked Ch'ested Bulbul , J erd. ; Manglio-kur or Mancliph - 
kur, Lepch. ; Kandghara, Beng. ; Painju, Chamba. 

Coloration . Porehead and crest hair-brown, each feather narrowly 
edged with greyish white ; lores black, with a white line above 
them ; cheeks, round the eye, chin, and throat black ; ear-coverts 
white, with a black patch behind them, and another patch striped 
white and brown below them ; upper plumage olive-hrown, the 
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hinder part and sides of the neck barred with blackish, and the 
centres of the feathers brown ; wings brown, edged with olive- 
brown ; tail brown on the basal half, black on the terminal half, and 
all the feathers except the two middle ones tipped with white ; 
lower plumage pale earthy brown, whitish on the abdomen ; lower 
tail-coverts bright sulphur-yellow ; edge of wing white. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; iris brown (Jerdon) ; legs and toes 
brownish black (Scully). 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*85. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Murree to Bhutan, from the 
plains up to 7000 feet. This species extends into Afghanistan. 

Habits , Breeds between 3000 and 7000 feet from April to 

July, constructing a very loose and slender nest of stems of plants 
and grass in a bush or branch a few feet above the ground. The 
eggs are pinkish or reddish white marked with various shades of 
red, and measure *88 by *65. 

285. Molpastes lencotis. The White-eared Bulbul . 

Ixos leucotis, Gould , P. Z. S. 1836, p. 6. 

Pycnonotus leucotis (Gld.), Blytk , Cat . p. 209; Horsf. M. Cat. i, 
p. 242 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vi, p. 136. 

Otocompsa leucotis (Gld.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 91: Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 181; id. N. § E. p. 286; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, 
p. 237 ; Adam, S. E. i, p. 378 ; Butler, S. F. iii, p. 478 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 459 ; Barties, Birds Bom. p. 187. 

Molpastes leucotis (Gould), Oates in Hume's JV. $E. 2nd ed. i, p. 177. 

The White-eared Crested Bulbul, Jerd. ; Kangdhara, Beng.; Kushandra 
or Kushanbra of the Punjab ; Bhooroo, Sind. 



Fig. 86. — Head of M. leucotis . 

Goloration. Ear-coverts and hinder part of cheeks white ; with 
this exception, the whole head and lower throat black, the black on 
the latter expanding laterally, and joining the crown by a narrow 
band at the end of the ear-coverts ; hind neck rich brown, nar- 
rowly banded with blackish; whole upper plumage and wings 
earthy brown, the back with paler margins., the wings margined 
with pale ashy ; tail brown at base, becoming black beyond the 
tail-coverts and tipped with white; lower plumage whity brown; 
under tail-coverts rich saffron-yellow. 

Legs, feet, and bill black ; iris brown (Hume). 

VOL. I. T 
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Length 7-5 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape * 75. 

j Distribution. Sind ; Cutch ; Guzerat ; Rajputana ; the Punjab ; 
the N.W. Provinces down to Etawah ; Central India as far east as 
Jhdnsi, Saugor, and Hoshangabad. This bird extends westward 
into Persia. 

Habits, fyc. Breeds from May to August, constructing a neat 
cup of vegetable fibres in bushes, and laying three or four eggs, 
which are similar to those of M . leucogenys, and measure *83 by *64. 


286. Molpastes humii. Hume's White-eared Bulbul . 

Coloration . Eesembles M . leucotis . Differs in having the crest 
much longer and the under tail-coverts sulphur-yellow. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris brown (Hume). 

Length 8 ; tail 3-4 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape ‘75. 



Fig. 87. — Head of M. humii. 

Amongst a large series of M. leucotis in the British Museum, I 
detected one specimen which differed remarkably from all the others 
in the colour of its under tail-coverts, and on further examining it 
I found that it had a much longer crest than the others. M. leu- 
cotis is remarkably constant in having saffron-yellow coverts and a 
short bushy crest. I have therefore no hesitation in separating 
M. humii , and naming it after Hume, who procured the only spe- 
cimen I have been able to examine at Jalafpoor near Jhelura, in 
the Punjab, in 1871. Prom M. leucogenys it differs, among other 
things, in having the crest much shorter and of a different shape 
and colour. 


Genus XANTHIXUS, n. gen. 

I institute this genus for the reception of X.fiavescens, a Bulbul 
which differs from all its near allies in the very decided graduation 
of its tail, the outer feather of which falls short of the tail by a 
distance equal in length to the tarsus. The crest resembles in 
many respects that of Hemic&us* The wing is blunt, as in 
Molpastes . 


OTOCOMPSA. 


275 


287. XantMxus flavescens. Myitis Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus flavescens, Blyth, J. A , , S. B. xiv, p. 568 (1845) ; id. 
Cat . p. 210 ; Horsf. M. Cat. i, p. 244 ; Anders. Yunnan B.vped., 
Aves , p. 659; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 143; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 192 ; Salvadoj'i, Ann. Mils . Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 598. 

Ixus flavescens (Blyth), Gadw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,p. 106; 
Bl, 8f Wald . Birds Burm. p. 134 ; JELume $* Dav. S. F. vi, p. 306 ; 
Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p. 466 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 bis ; id. 
S. F. xi, p. 179. 

Coloration . Eorehead and crown dark brown, the feathers of the 
front half of the crown edged with grey, those of the hinder half 
with olive-green ; upper plumage olive-green, the feathers of the 
back with darker centres ; wings and tail dark brown, edged with 
bright olive-yellow on the outer webs, and the three outer pairs of 
tail-feathers faintly tipped with yellowish white ; lores blackish, a 
conspicuous band above them, together with the feathers on the 
eyelids, yellowish ; sides of the head greenish brown ; chin and 
throat the same, but usually tinged with fulvous; breast dull 
yellow, streaked with brown ; abdomen dull yellow ; sides of body 
olive-brown ; vent and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; edge of 
wing and under wing-coverts fulvous yellow. 

Legs, feet, and claws very dark reddish or purplish brown to 
black ; bill black ; iris brown to deep red-brown ( Hume Davison). 

Length about 8*5 : tail 3*9 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution. The Ktmsi hills ; Manipur ; the neighbourhood of 
Bhdmo ; Arrakan ; the Toungngoo hills and Karennee from 2500 
to 4000 feet ; Tenasserim down to a point halfway between Muleyit 
mountain and Paraduba, where this bird is found up to 4500 feet. 

Habits, Spo. Pound in the outskirts of forests and in scrub- 
jungle. 


Grenus 0T0C0MPSA, Cabanis, 1851. 

The three Indian Bulbuls which I place in this genus are re- 
markable for their very long crest, which springs entirely from the 
centre of the crown, the feathers of the hind crown and nape 
being short and of the usual character. 

They have the same structure and habits as Molpastes, and are 
found in gardens and in j ungle near cultivation. They have equally 
pleasant notes, and their plumage is gay. 

Otocomjpsa may be known from the next genus by the softness 
of the shafts of the hack-feathers and by the longer crest. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Under tail-coverts red. 

a’. Tail-feathers tipped with white O. emeria, p. 276. 

V. Tail-feathers without white tips ........ O. fmoicaudata , p. 277 . 

b. Under tail-coverts yellow like the remainder 

of the lower plumage O.Jtaniventris, p. 278. 
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288. Otocompsa emeria *. The Bengal Bed-whiskered Bulbul . 

Lanins emeria, Linn. S. N. i, p. 137 (1766). 

Lanins jocosus, Linn . S. H. i, p ; 188 (1766).^ 

Muscicapa emeria, Linn . 8. N. i, p. 326 (1760). 

Ixos monticola, McClell. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 160. 

Ixos pyrrhotis, 1 Lodge, in (Fray's Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844). 

Pycnonotus jocosus (X.), Blyth, Cat. p. 208; Horsf Mi. Cat . i, 
p. 238. 

Otocompsa jocosa (X.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 92 (part.) ; Godw.-Aust. J. 

A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; 8haiye } Cat. B. M . vi, p. 157 ; Oates, 

B. B. i, p. 198. 

Otocompsa monticola ( McCleU.), Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 106 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 79 ; Bl. fy Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 135; Hume, Cat. no. 460 ter. 

Otocompsa emeria (X.), Hume , N. fy JE. p. 287 ; BFume, 8. F, ii, 
p. 225, iii, p. 126; Armstrong } 8. F. iy, p. 325; Oates, 8. F. v, 
p. 157 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped Aves, p. 657 ; Hume fy JDav. 
8. F. vi, p. 321 ; Cripps, 8. F. vii, p. 280 ; Hume , Cat. no. 460 ; 
Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 296 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 181 ; Oates in Hume's 
H.$E. 2nded.i,p. 178. 

The Bed-whiskered Bulbul, Jerd. ; Kanera bulbul, Hind. ; Kara 
bulbul and Sipahi bulbul, Beng. 

Coloration . Forehead and crown of head, the lores, the front 
part of the cheeks, and a narrow mousfcachial streak surrounding 
the ear-coverts and joining the crown black ; hinder part of cheeks 
and the ear-coverts white ; a tuft of feathers springing from the 
lower eyelid, and passing over the ear-coverts, crimson ; sides of 
the neck and a broad crescent, interrupted in the middle of the 
breast, brownish black; under tail-coverts crimson; the lower 
plumage white, washed with brown on the sides of the breast, the 
flanks, and the thighs ; upper plumage and wings earthy brown, 
the hitter edged paler on the outer webs of the quills ; tail dark 
brown, the outer four, or sometimes five, pairs of feathers tipped 
with white ; edge of wing pale pink. 

The nestling does not acquire the red eye-tufts till it is two or 
three months old, and the under tait^Qoverts at first are pink. 

Iris hazel-brown ; mouth yellow ; bil\ legs, and claws black. 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape ‘85. 

The variations which occur in the plumage of this bird through- 
out its great range are very trivial, and it is hard to understand 
how it became suggested that there were two or more species or 
races, as some naturalists at one time thought. The crimson ear- 
tuft varies somewhat in size and depth of tint. It attains its 

* I believe that the name of L. emeria of Linnaaus applies to the Bengal bird, 
as the specimen is distinctly stated to have come from Bengal. In this case 
the term L. jocosus , applied to the Chinese bird, which is identical with that 
from Bengal, becomes a synonym, and the specific name of the Southem-Indian 
bird cannot be taken from Muscicapa emeria, L , as proposed by Sharpe, even 
if Linnseus’s name was given to that species, which is doubtful. See Hume’s 
exhaustive argument on this subject (S. F. xi, p. 181). 
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greatest length in Burma and the Malay peninsula 9 and it is also 
brighter in those countries. Throughout the Himalayas, in Mani- 
pur, and in China the tuft is of an intensely deep crimson, but it 
varies in length considerably, some birds having it quite as long as 
others from Pegu. It unfortunately happens that the tuft springs 
from the lower eyelid, and its length is therefore in s6me measure 
subject to variation as a result of the manner in which the head 
has been prepared ; it is even quite possible for a careless taxidermist 
to perforate the lower eyelid and to cause the eye to appear sur- 
rounded by red feathers, as was apparently the case in some 
specimens which passed through Mr. Hume’s hands (S. F. i, p. 309), 
but which are no longer in his collection. 

The terminal spots on the tail-feathers are generally found on 
the outer four pairs, but it is not uncommon to find them on the 
next pair as well, but in a reduced form. 

Distribution . The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Simla to 
the head of the Assam valley ; Oudh ; the whole of Bengal, Orissa, 
and the Northern Circars ; the eastern portion of Chutia Nagpur ; 
Assam and all the hill-ranges and States lying to the south 
through Burma to the extreme southern point of Tenasserim ; 
Karennee ; the Andamans ; the Nicobars, where these birds have 
been introduced. The species extends into China, Siam, and the 
Malay peninsula. 

Habits, 4'c. This lively Bulbul is a familiar bird, being more 
frequently seen in gardens than elsewhere. It breeds from 
February to May or June, constructing a rather solid cup-shaped 
nest of twigs and leaves in bushes, creepers, and tangled thickets. 
The eggs, usually three in number, are pinkish white marked with 
various shades of red, and measure *83 by *63. 

289. Otocompsa fascicaudata. The Southern Red-whiskered Bulbul . 

Otocompsa fuscicaudata, Gould , P. Z. S. 1865, p. 664 ; Blanford , 
J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 178 $ Hume , J. A . S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 117 ; id. N. E. p. 288 ; Butler , S. F. iii, p. 473 ; Fairbanks 
S. F. iv, p. 258 ; Hume , S. F. iv, p. 458 ; Fairbank, S. F, v, p. 405 ; 
Davids. Wend. S. F. vii, p. 82 ; Hume , Cat. no. 460 bis; Vidal, 
S. F. ix, p. 64 ; Butler , S. F. ix, p. 402 ; DavisoJi, S. F. x, p. 386 ; 
Taylor , S. F. x, p. 460 ; Terry , S. F. x, p. 476 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . 
p. 187 ; Oates in Hume’s JSf. # F. 2nd ed. i, p. 180. 

Otocompsa jocosa (X.), Me Master, J. A . S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 212. 

Otocompsa emeria (X.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 159. 

Fhari-bulbul, Hind. ; Turaka pigli-pitta , Tel. 

Coloration . Resembles 0 . emeria . Differs in having no white 
tips to the tail-feathers, and in having the crescentic pectoral band 
either entire or only very slightly interrupted in the centre. 

Of the same size as O. emeria . 

On examining the large series of this bird in the British Museum, 
I find that specimens from Belgaum and the country north of it 
up to Abu have the pectoral band interrupted, and that those from 
localities south of Belgaum have it entire in almost all cases. 
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Distribution . The western coast and gMts of India, from. Cape 
Comorin to Baroda and on to Mount Abu, extending east to Chikalda 
in Berar ; the eastern coast up to the Carnatic ; Eamesvaram Island. 
The distribution of this species in the interior of the peninsula is 
not known. 

Habits , fyc‘. Apparently in all respects similar to those of 0. emeria. 
This species breeds from February to May and June, and most 
frequently lays but two eggs. The eggs measure *9 by *66. 


290. Otocompsa flaviventris. The Black-crested Yellow Bulbul . 

Vauga flaviventris, Tick. J. A. 8. B. ii, p. 573 (1833). 

Bxachypus melanocophalus, Gray # Hardw. Ill Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 35, 
fig. 1 (1834). 

Pycnotiotus melanocephalus ( Gray fy Hardw.), BlytJi , Cat. p. 210. 

Pycnonotus flaviventris (Tick.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 247 ; Hume , 
JST.fyJE. p. 285. 

Bubigula flaviventris (Tick.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 88; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A. S. B. xxxix, pi. ii, p. 106 ; Blyth, Birds Bunn. p. 136 ; 
Hume, S. F. iii, p. 125 ; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 324 ; Hume fy Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 317 ; Hume , Cat. no. 456 ; Wardlaw Ramsay , Ibis, 1877 , 
p. 467; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 295; Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 182 ; 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 180. 

Otocompsa flaviventris ( Ticki), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 161 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 199 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 599 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 183. 

Zurdrbulbul, Hind. ; Pahariya kangdhara at Gorakhpur ; Mancliph - 
hur, Lepch. 

Coloration . Head, chin, and throat black; sides of neck and 
lower plumage yellow ; upper plumage olive-yellow ; quills brown, 
washed with olive-yellow on the outer webs ; tail brown, the feathers 
edged with olive-yellow on the outer webs nearly up to the tips. 

Iris pale yellow ; eyelids yellowish fleshy ; bill dark brown ; 
mouth fleshy yellow ; legs brown; claws dark horn. 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape -75. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Assam ; 
the forests of the Central Provinces ; Orissa south of the Mahanadi ; 
Kalahandi; the whole tract of country stretching from Assam 
to Tenasserim ; Karennee. This Bulbul appears to be found up 
to about 4000 feet. It extends to Cochin China and the Malay 
peninsula. 

Habits , Sfc. This species is found in the forests as well as on 
their outskirts, in secondary jungle, and cultivated places. In some 
places it is very abundant and entirely absent from others. The 
nest is a cup made of twigs and roots placed in a hush. The eggs 
are white, very thickly marked with pink and red. Bingham gives 
the measurements of one egg as *85 by *61. 
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Genus PINAROCICHLA, Sharpe, 1881. 

The single species which constitutes this genus is very similar in 
general structure to Otocompsa. It differs in having a shorter crest 
and in having the back and rump covered with very dense plumage. 
The feathers of these parts, however, possess a peculiarity which has 
not before been noticed. Their shafts are rigid and spinous, and if 
the fingers are passed along the back from the tail towards the head 
the prickly character of the feathers can easily be felt. The present 
species clearly forms a link between the Brachypodhue and the 
genus Campophaga among the Laniidso. 

This Bulbul appears to be similar to Otocompsa in habits. 


291. Pinarocichla euptilosa. The Crested Brown Bulbul. 

Brachypus eutilotus, Jard. $ Selby, 111. Orn. iv, pi. iii (? 183G). 
Brachypus eutilotus (J. <$• S.), apad Blyth, Cat. p. 339. 

Brachypodius tristis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 576 (1845). 
Microtarsus cantori, Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 279 ; Horsf. <S>- M. Cat 
i, p. 409. 

Criniger tristis (Blyth), Blyth , Ibis, 1865, p. 47 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. 

vi, p. 303; Hume, Cat. no. 451 quint. 

Euptilosus euptilosus (J. fy 8.), Hume, S. F. viii, pp. 62, 162. 
Pinarocichla euptilosa (J. # S.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 62 ; Oates, 
B . B. i, p. ISO. 



Fig. 88. — Head of P. euptilosa. 


Coloration . Crown greyish brown, with blackish shaft-stripes ; 
lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and sides of the neck paler, with no stripes ; 
back, rump, and scapulars ochraceous olive, the feathers of the 
rump banded with black showing up in places as dark patches ; 
upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous, the outer three pairs of 
feathers of the latter tipped with white ; wing-coverts and tertiaries 
ochraceous, brighter than the back ; primaries and secondaries 
dark brown, the outer webs ochraceous ; the whole lower plumage 
whitish, suffused with grey on the breast and with yellow else- 
where. 

The legs and feet vary from dark grey-brown, or very dark 
plumbeous brown, to black ; the bill black ; iris in the male crim- 
son, in the female varying from wood-brown to litharge red ( Hume 
Davison). 
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Length about 9 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 3-8 ,• tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution. The extreme southern part of Tenasserim. This 
bird is found throughout the Malay peninsula and in Sumatra, 
Java, and Borneo. 

Q-enus SPIZIXUS, Blyth, 1845. 

The genus Sjpizi&us contains three birds, one of which is found 
in the hills of Assam and the others in China. This genus differs 
remarkably from all the other genera of Bulbuls in the shape of 
the bill, which is finch-like j and in having the nostrils partially 
concealed by overhanging plumelets. 

Little is known of the habits of this genus, and its position is 
very uncertain. For the present I follow others in placing it 
among the Bulbuls. Its position will probably be found hereafter 
to be among the Sibiince. 

In 8 pizixus the crest is thick, long and pointed. The bill is 
very short and deep, the culmen being gently curved throughout ; 
the edges of the mandibles are slightly sinuated and notched near 
the tips. The tail is perfectly square, and the tarsus short and 
weak. 


292. Spizixus canifrons. The Finch-billed Bulbul. 

Spizixos canifrons, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 571 (1845) ; id. Cat. 
p. 839 ; Horsf. M. Cat . i, p. 261 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 

pt. ii, p. 106 j xliii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; Blyth^ Ibis , 1872, p. 90 ; Hume, 
8. F. viijp. 386 ; id. Cat. no. 463 bis ; 8harpe } Cat. B. M. vi, 
p. 172 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 180 ; Oates m Hume's N. #• F. 2nd ed. 
l, p. 184. 



Fig. 89. — Head of 8. canifrons . 

Coloration. Forehead and front part of the crown ashy grey ; 
remainder of crown, lores, and round the eye black ; cheeks and 
point of the chin blackish, the feathers with greyish- white tips ; 
ear-coverts pale brown ; sides of the neck, meeting narrowly behind 
the nape, grey streaked slightly with blackish ; throat very dark 
brown, shading off into ashy brown ; upper plumage and wing- 
coverts green ; wings dark brown, the outer webs greenish yellow ; 
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tail greenish yellow, the terminal quarter black ; lower plumage 
greenish yellow ; under tail-coverts and edge of wing yellowish. 

Legs and feet brownish fleshy ; claws brown ; bill yellowish- 
horny white ; gape black ; iris reddish brown {Hume) ; iris brown, 
hazel ; bill greenish white ( CocTcburn ). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

Distribution . The Khasi hills and Manipur. 

Habits , §c. G-odwin-Austen remarks that 8. [canifrons breeds 
near Shillong in May. 


Genus TRACHYCOMUS, Cabanis, 1851. 

This genus is represented by a single bird of large size, striated 
plumage, and peculiar structure. It has no crest, but the crown is 
covered with dense bristly decomposed feathers of a yellow colour. 
The tarsus is remarkably strong, with a few scutellations in front, 
and sometimes quite smooth. The bill is short, being about 
half the length of the head, the rictal bristles strong and the 
nuchal hairs short. The wing is blunt, and the tail is well 
rounded. 

The peculiar structure of the feathers of the crown and the large 
size will suffice to separate this Bulbul from all others. 


293. Trachycomus ochrocephalus. The Yellow-crowned Bulbul . 

Turdus ochrocephalus, Gmel. 8. N. i, p. 821 (1788). 

Criniger ochrocephalus Blyth, Cat . p. 208 ; Horsf. M. Cat. 

i, p. 253. 

Trachycomus ochrocephalus ( Gm.), Hume , S. F. i, p. 455 ; Hume 
Dav . S. F. vi, p. 300 ; Hume , Cat. no. 449 his ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
vi, p. 93 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 188 ; id. in Hume's JS T . § E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 184 note. 



Fig. 90.-— Head of T. ochrocephalus. 

Coloration . [Forehead, crown, a patch under the eye branching 
out into two streaks, one extending partially over the ear-coverts 
and one under, straw-yellow ; ear-coverts brown with white shafts ; 
lores and cheeks black, divided by a yellowish streak ; upper plumage 
and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown dashed with green, all the 
feathers except those of the rump with conspicuous white shafts, 
and the upper tail-coverts margined with olive-green; greater 
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coverts, wings, and tail dark brown ; the quills o£ the wing with the 
outer webs mostly olive-green, those of the tail edged with green- 
ish and tipped below with pale ochraceous ; chin and throat white ; 
breast and sides of the neck ashy brown, with white shaft-streaks ; 
sides of the body brown with indistinct shaft -stripes ; abdomen 
and vent brownish white ; thighs and under tail-coverts ochra- 
ceous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries ochraceous brown. 

Legs and feet dark horny-brown or black ; bill black ; iris pale 
or litharge-red ( Hume § Davison ). 

Length about 11; tail 5; wing 4*7; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. The southern portion of Tenasserim as far north as 
Mergui. This species extends down the Malay peninsula to 
Sumatra. Java, and Borneo. 

Habits , Sfc. This bird was observed by Davison to keep in parties 
and to frequent spare jungle in preference to forest. It occasion- 
ally descends to the ground. A nest found at Kossoom in July in 
the Malay peninsula was a shallow saucer made of creeper-stems 
with some grass and moss, and placed in a bush. The ground- 
colour of the eggs varied from pale pink to warm salmon-pink, and 
the markings were reddish and purplM. The eggs measure about 
1*05 by *75. 


Genus IOLE, Blyth, 1844. 

The genus Iole is not characterized by any trenchant characters. 
In many respects it is intermediate between Hemixus and Fycno- 
notus , but differs from both in the sharp carination of the upper 
mandible of the bill. 

In Iole the feathers of the crown are slightly lengthened, but 
they do not form a crest. The bill is about three-quarters the 
length of the head, and when viewed laterally is of much the same 
shape as that of Hemixus figured above (fig. 84, p. 268). The 
nuchal hairs are short. 

One species occurs in Southern India, one in the Nicobar 
Islands, and two in the eastern parts of the Empire. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Lower plumage streaked 

b. Lower plumage unstreaked. 

a 1 . Crown and upper plumage uniformly of the 
same colour. 

if' mi 6 e , ntire lo 7 er P luma £ e bright yellow. 
b . The lower plumage dull olive-yellow; 
tbe under tail-coverts fawn-brown .... 
b . Crown of a different colour to the unner 
plumage ** 


I. malaccensis, p. 283. 

I. icterica, p. 283. 

J. virescemj p. 284. 

I. nicobariensis, p.285. 
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294. Iole malaccensis. The Streaked Bulbul . 

Hypsipctcs malaccensis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 574 (1845), xv, p. 51 ; 
id. Cat. p. 207 ; Horsf. M. Cat i, p. 256 ; Ilume fy Dav . S. F. 
vi, p. 298 ; Hume ) Cat . no. 447 ter. 

Hemixus malaccensis ( Blyth ), Sharpe, Cat B. M. vi, p. 52 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 177. 

Coloration. Upper plumage brownish green ; lesser wing-coverts 
the same ; greater coverts, wings, and tail dark brown, edged with 
the same colour as the upper plumage ; ear-coverts and sides of the 
head brownish green, the former wich pale shafts ; lores ashy grey ; 
cheeks, chin, throat, and breast ashy, with broad greyish-white 
shaft-streaks ; sides of the body the same, but with the shaft- 
streaks less distinct; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts white; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow. 

Legs and feet pinkish brown to reddish brown ; bill horny 
brown or very dark horny brown ; iris mahogany-brown to litharge- 
red ( Hume Davison ). 

Length about 9 ; tail 3 7 ; wing 4-5 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, from Mergui southwards. Also 
throughout the Malay peninsula, extending to Sumatra and Borneo 
and to Cochin China. 

Habits , <$fc. Davison remarks that the habits of this species 
resemble those of Hemixus tickelli. 


295. Iole icterica. The Yellow-browed Bulbul. 

Criniger ictericus, Strickland , A. M. N. H. xiii, p. 411 (1844) ; 
Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 82 ; Hume , N. fy E. p. 282 ; Fairbank, &. F. iv, 
p. 258 ; B our dill on, S. F. iv, p. 400 ; Hume , Cat. no. 450; Legge , 
Birds Ceyl. p. 472 ; Vidal , S. F. ix, p. 64 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 402 ; 
Davison, S. F. x, p. 383 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 185. 

Hemixus icterica (Strickl.), Blyth, Cat. p. 207 ; Horsf. § M. Cat. i, 
p. 250. 

Xenocichla icterica ( Strickland ), Sharpe , Cat B. M. vi, p. 96. 

Iole icterica ( StncU .), Oates in Hume’s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 185. 

Coloration . A streak from the nostril to the eye, a circle round 
the eye, the sides of the head, and the whole lower plumage bright 
yellow, the sides of the breast and body and the ear-coverts washed 
with olive-green ; the whole upper plumage bright olive-yellow ; 
wings dark brown, the outer webs olive-yellow, the inner edged 
with yellow ; tail olive-yellow, the edges above brighter, the inner 
edges and the shafts below yellow; under wing-coverts bright 
yellow. 

Iris wood-brown; legs and feet pale blue; upper mandible 
brownish black, lower pale brown, darkest along the edges and the 
tip ; claws bluish horny (Davison). Iris blood-red, dark red (But- 
ler) ; iris blood-red (Jerdon). 
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Length about 85 tail 3*7; wing 3*8; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from near Mahablesh- 
war to Cape Comorin. This bird is also found in Ceylon. It 
appears to be found from near the sea-level up to 6500 feet of 
elevation. 

Habits , dfc* This Bulbul has a soft mellow whistle, and frequents 
the undergrowth of the evergreen forests, venturing occasionally 
into gardens. It breeds from March to May, constructing a cup- 
like nest of fine twigs lined with grass. The nest is suspended by 
the rim between two lateral branches. The eggs are pinkish 
white speckled with brownish red or pink, and measure about *96 
by *67. Hume remarks that the nest and egg of this bird differ 
remarkably from those of all the other Bulbuls. Possibly they 
will be found to resemble those of the other species of this genus, 
of which unfortunately we have at present no information what- 
ever. 


296. Iole virescens. The Olive Bulbul. 

Iole virescens, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 573 (1845) ; id. Cat p. 207 ; 
Hor&f. «$• M. Cat. i ; p. 254 ; Godw-Aust. J, A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 270. 

Iole -viridescens, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 7 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 133; 
Wardlaio Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 4C6 ; Hume $ Daw 8. F. vi, 
pp. 315, 515; Hume, Cat. no. 452 dec.; Sharpe, Cat. B. 31. yi, 
p. 56; Oates , B. B. i, p. 177 ; Salvadori. Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) 
v, p. 596 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 179. 

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green ; the wings dark brown, 
the quills edged externally with rufescent olive-brown ; tail and 
upper tail-coverts rufescent ; lores and space over the eye olive- 
yellow ; the ear-coverts darker ; sides of the neck olive-brown ; 
chin, throat, breast, fianks, and abdomen olive-yellow ; under tail- 
coverts fawn-brown ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow. 
The coloration of this bird varies considerably with the state of the 
plumage, newly-moulted birds being tinged with ochraceous below, 
and birds in worn plumage being dull olive-brown. 

Iris brown; bill bluish horn-colour; inside of mouth flesh- 
colour ; eyelids grey ; legs and claws pinkish brown. 

Length about 7 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape -9. 

Iole olivaoea , Blyth, occurs in the Malay peninsula and may 
probably be found hereafter in Tenasserim. It is difficult to 
separate this bird from I. virescens except by actual comparison 
of specimens ; but the following points of difference may be noted 
I. olivaoea has a very much larger bill, the lower plumage has much 
less yellow m it, the upper plumage is olive-brown not olive-green, 
and the crown is rather darker than the back ; the sides of the 
head are decidedly greyish, and the wings and tail are much 
t th h *11 ^ species are of much the same size except in respect 



PYOffON-OTTJS. 


285 


Distribution, The Khasi hills ; Cachar ; Tipperah j Manipur ; 
Arrakan ; the Tsankoo and Karen hills to the east of Toungngoo ; 
the southern portion of the Pegu hills and the plains lying at their 
foot ; the whole of Tenasserim. This species is found from sea- 
level up to 2000 or 3000 feet. 

Habits, 6fc, Frequents forests in small bands. 


297. Iole nicobariensis. The Nicobar Bulbul . 

Ixocincla virescens, Blytli, J, A. 8. B. xiv, p. 575 (1845). 

Hypsipetes virescens, Blyth, J. A . 8, B. xv, pp. 51, 370: id. Cat . 
p. 207. 

Hypsipetes nicobariensis, Moore in Horsf. £ M. Cat . i, p. 257 (1854) ; 
Ball , 8. F. I, p. 70 ; Hume , 8, F. ii, p. 223 ; Hume Dav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 298 ; Hume, Cat no. 447 quat. 

Hypsipetes virescens (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 43. 


Coloration. Head and nape dark brown; sides of the head grey ; 
upper plumage olive-green ; wings and tail hair-brown, margined 
or suffused externally with olive-green ; chin, throat, and upper 
breast white, faintly streaked with pale brown, grey, or pale yellow ; 
remaining lower parts and under wing-coverts pale primrose- 
yellow slightly mottled with white, the under tail-coverts with 
brownish centres. 

Legs and feet dark horny, greenish brown, or greenish plum- 
beous ; bill deep horny brown ; lower mandible and edge of upper 
dull yellow ; iris brown (Hume). 

Length about 9 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 4 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution . The Nicobar islands of Teressa, Bompoka, Tillang- 
chong, Camorta, Nancowry, Trinkut, Katchall, and Pilu Milu. 

Habits , <$fc. Davison remarks : — “ Occurs only at the Nicobars, 
where it is comparatively common ; it keeps to the forest gene- 
rally, but is also found in gardens, in the secondary jungle, and not 
unfrequently in places where there are only a few scattered bushes ; 
it usually is seen singly, in pairs, or in small parties of five or 
six ; but I have on several occasions seen them in flocks of nearly 
a hundred. They have a chattering note, very similar to the other 
Hypsipetes, and when they are in flocks they make nearly as much 
noise as a flock of Mynahs settling for the night. They breed at 
the Nicobars ; I shot very young birds in February ; but did not 
succeed in finding any nests.” 


Genus PYCN0N0TTJS, Kuhl, 1826. 

The Bulbuls which I place in this genus are birds of small size, 
and may be termed crestless. With the exception of P. blanfordi , 
which is occasionally seen in compounds and gardens, none of them 
are familiar birds as is the case with Molpastes and Otocompsa . 
They are chiefly denizens of the jungle and forest. 
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In Pycnonotus the bill is of small size, and the nuchal hairs 
are obsolete or small. Many of the species are of dull colour, but 
a few are of brilliant plumage. They are solitary in their habits 
and very arboreal, and it is a rare occurrence to see any of them 
on the ground. 

Among the Bulbuls of this genus which may hereafter be found 
in British territory may be mentioned P. oscmthorrTiom , a species 
which Anderson obtained at Manwyne, Momein, and Shitee hill, 
to the east of Bhdmo in the Kakhyen hills and on the borders of 
China. This bird is found throughout Southern China. I append 
a description of it *. 


Key to the Species. 


а . Throat white P. analis , p. 287, 

б. Throat streaked with bright yellow. 

a\ Anterior half of crown of a different colour 

to the hinder half and nape P. finlaysoni, p. 287. 

6'. The whole crown and nape of the same 

colour P. davisoni , p. 288. 

c. Throat yellow. 

o'. Crown black P. melanictems , p t 288. 

d'. Crown yellow P. xantholcenms , p. 289. 

d. Throat ruby-red P. gularis , p. 289. 

e. Throat slaty blue P. cyaniventris , p. 290. 

/. Throat brown or grey. 

e\ Under tail-coverts yellow P. luteolus, p. 290. 

f. Under tail-coverts brown or buff. 

a". Ear-coverts entirely silvery white .... P. blanfordi , p. 291. 

6". Ear-coverts brown with silvery white 

shafts P. plumosus, p. 292. 

c". Ear-coverts like the crown. 

a " Wing more than 8 inches P. simplex, p. 292. 

Wing less than 8 inches P. pusillus , p. 293, 


* Pycnonotus xanthorjuious, Anderson, Proo. A. S. Bmg . 1869, p. 265 ; id, 
P.Z. 8, 1871, p. 214; id. Yunnan Exped., Aues, p. 658, pi. li; Sharpe. 
Oat. B. M. vi, p. 139. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, lores, a ring round the eye, and a narrow 
cheek-stripe extending to the end of the ear-coverts black ; a small spot of deep 
red at the base of the lower mandible near the gape ; ear-coverts glossy hair- 
brown ; chin and throat pure white ; upper plumage brown, the feathers with 
obsoletely paler edges ; the wings and tau darker brown, the former margined 
with the colour of the back, the latter narrowly tipped with white ; sides of 
the neck brown, meeting across the breast in a crescentic band ; abdomen and 
vent whitish ; sides of body and the thighs brown ; under tail -coverts deep 
golden yellow; underside of shafts of tail-feathers white. 

Bill black; feet blackish ; iris brownish red {Ptre David). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 8'8 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *8. 

Since the above was in type Count Salvador! has recorded the occurrence of 
this species in Karennee (Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii. p. 398 (1889)). 
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298. Pycnonotus analis. The Yellow-vented Bulbul 

Turdus analis, Horsf . Trans. Linn . Soc. xiii, p. 147 (1820). 

Pycnonotus goiavier (Scop.), Blyth, Cat . p. 210 ; Horsf. § M. Cat . 
i, p. 242. 

Otocompsa personata, Davison , Hume , 8 . F. i, p. 457 (1878) ; ii, 

Otocompsa analis (Horsf.), Hume §* Dav. 8. F. vi, p, 308 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 452 sex. 

Pycnonotus analis (-Hors/.), Sharpe, Cat . M. vi, p. 140 ; i?. 

-5. i, p. 191 ; id. in Hume’s JSf. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 186 note. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage brown, darker on the head, 
and the feathers somewhat paler-edged; wiugs and tail brown, 
edged exteriorly with the colour of the back ; a broad supercilium 
white ; lores and feathers on the eyelids black ; ear-coverts pale 
brown ; cheeks, chin, and throat whitish ; breast brown with pale 
edges ; abdomen whity brown, the sides darker brown ; under tail- 
coverts sulphur-yellow. 

Legs, feet, claws, and bill black; iris wood-brown {Hume $ 
Davison ). 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 3*5 : tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . Tenasserira, from Mergui southwards. The Malay 
peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Lombock, Borneo, Cochin China, and 
Siam. 

Habits , Sfc. The nest of this Bulbul has not yet been taken in 
Burma. A nest found at Salang, further south, in February, was 
a cup made of dry leaves and twigs lined with grass. It was built 
in a bush about six feet from the ground. The eggs were pinkish 
marked with maroon and purple and measured about *88 by *63. 


299. Pycnonotus finlaysoni. Finlay son’s Stripe-tliroated Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus finlaysoni, Strichl. A. M. N. H. (1) xiii, p. 411 (1844) ; 

Blyth, Cat. p. 210; Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 244; Wald. P. Z. 8. 

1866, p. 549 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 144; Oates , B. B. i,p. 193; 

Salvador i, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 598. 

Ixus finlaysoni (Strichl), Hume , & F. lii, p. 301 ; Hume Sr Dav. 

S. F. vi, p. 307 ; Hume , Cat . no. 452 ter; Oates in Hume’s H. <§• 

E. 2nd ed. i, p. 187. 

Coloration. Forehead and head, as far back as the eyes, bright 
yellow, the feathers edged with ashy brown; lores black; above 
the lores a narrow orange line ; cheeks, ear-coverts, throat, fthin, 
and upper neck grey, with bright yellow streaks ; crown and nape 
deep grey, the centres of the feathers paler ; upper plumage and 
wing-coverts olive-green, the back washed with ashy ; wings dark 
brown, broadly edged with olive-green on the outer webs ; tail 
olive-green, brighter on the outer webs ; breast, upper abdomen, 
and flanks dark ashy, the shafts paler ; middle of abdomen yellowish 
grey ; vent and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; edge of wing, 
under wing-coverts, and axillaries yellow. 
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Bill bluish, black, paler at the gape ; mouth dark flesh-colour ; 
iris pale brown ; eyelids dark plumbeous ; legs dusky plumbeous ; 
daws dark brown- 

Length 7*6 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *8o. 
Distribution . The whole o£ Tenasserim east of the vSitloung river 
from Toungngoo to the extreme south. The Malay peninsula, 
Siam, and Cochin China. 

Habits, See. Breeds from February to May, constructing a cup- 
shaped nest of twigs, grass-roots, and fibres in a bush or sapling. 
The eggs, which appear to be always two in number, are pink, 
marked with maroon and purple. They measure about * 8 8 by *65. 

' 300. Pycnonotus davisoni. Davison's Stripe-throated Bulbul. 

Ixus davisoni, Hume, S. F. Hi, p. 301 (1875), iv, p. 408 j Armstrong, 
S. F. iv, p. 324 ; Oates, S. F. vii, p. 47 ; Hume, Cat . no. 452 quat. ; 
Oates, S. F. x, p. 209. 

Ixus annectens, Walden, A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 401 (1875) $ id. in 
Blyth' s Birds JBurm. p. 134 *, Wardlav) Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 400. 
Pycnonotus davisoni (Hume), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 145 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 194 ; id. in Hume's N. ty E. 2nd ed. i, p. 188. 

Coloration . Eesembles P. finlaysoni. Differs in having the whole 
forehead, crown, nape, sides and back of neck greenish yellow 
mottled with grey, caused by the feathers being narrowly margined 
by this colour ; the yellow streaks on the cheeks, ear-coverts, chin, 
throat, and upper neck in front shorter and less vivid in colour. 

Iris pale yellow ; bare ophthalmic skin and eyelids dark purplish ; 
mouth flesh-colour ; bill dark brown ; legs dark plumbeous ; claws 
horn-colour. 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*85. 

Distribution. The southern half of Pegu west of the Sittoung 
river, and from the sea to about the latitude of Pegu town ; 
Arrakan, whence Blyth recorded this species under the name of 
P. finlaysoni, and where Armstrong procured it at Kyoukhpyoo and 
the Borongo Islands near Akyab. 

Habits, <$fc. I discovered two nests of this Bulbul in June near 
Pegu town. The nest is a flimsy cup made of the stems of small 
plants and grass, and is placed in a bush or creeper near the ground. 
The eggs, two in number, are pinkish white, marked with reddish 
and purple ; they measure about *86 by *63. 

801. Pycnonotxis melanicterus. The Black-capped Bulbul. 

Muscicapa melanictera, Gm. S. N. i, p. 941 (1788). 

ASgithina atricapilla, Vieill. Norn. Diet . d'Hist . Nat. i, p. 176 (1816). 
Pycnonotus atricapillus ( Vieill.), Blyth, Cat. p. 211. 

Rubigula melanictera (Gm.), Wald. Ibis, 1866, p. 321; Blyth , Ibis, 
1867, p. 304; Hold&worth , P. Z. S. 1872, p. 451 ; Legge, S. F. iii, 
p. 368 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 477 ; Hume, S. F. vn, p. 387 ; id. Cat . 
no. 455 bis; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 168. 
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Pycnonotus melanicterus (Gm.\ Oates in Hume's N. ^ JB. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 188. 

Ka-Karulla, Ceyl. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, and sides of the neck black ; 
upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-green : wings brown, the 
outer webs olive-green; tail dark brown, the basal half washed 
with green, and all the feathers, except the middle pair, tipped 
with white ; whole lower plumage bright yellow, washed with olive 
on the sides of the breast and body ; under wing-coverts and edge 
of wing yellow. 

Iris dull red : bill black ; legs and feet blackish ( Legge ). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution . Ceylon, where this species is found up to 5000 feet. 

Habits , <$fc. A nest found in April is described as a loose struc- 
ture of grass and bents built on the top of a stump. The eggs 
are reddish white marked with reddish brown and bluish grey, and 
measure about *79 by *58. 

302. Pycnonotus xantholsemus. The Yellow-throated Bulbul. 

Brachypus xantholaemus, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, pt. 2, p. 122 
(1844). 

Pycnonotus xantliolaemus ( Jerd .), Jerdon , III. Ind . Om. pi. xxxv ; 
Blyth , Cat. p. 209 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 246 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. 
vi, p. 146. 

Ixos xantholeemus {Jerd. ), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 85; Hume , Cat. no. 453. 

The Yellow- throated Bush Bulbul , Jerd. ; Ko ndapoda-pigli, Tel. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and sides of the head yellowish 
green, the feathers near the nostrils dusky ; chin and throat bright 
yellow ; upper plumage grey, the upper tail-coverts tinged with 
green ; wings and tail brown, the outer webs washed with yellowish 
green, and the tail-feathers tipped with yellowish white ; breast 
and sides of the neck and of the body grey, turning to whitish on 
the abdomen : under tail-coverts and edge of wing bright yellow ; 
thighs dull yellow; under wing-coverts pale yellow. 

Bill and legs black ; iris red ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 7*5; tail 3*6; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. I have been able to examine only four specimens 
of this rare Bulbul. One is labelled 46 west of Nellore,” two 
“ Eastern Ghats,” and the other u Madras.” Jerdon, the discoverer 
of this species, states that it is only met with in the Eastern Ghats 
west of JNfellore. 

303. Pycnonotus gularis. The Ruby- throated Bulbul . 

Brachvpus gularis, Gould , P. Z . S. 1835, p. 186 ; Wald. Ibis , 1866, 
p. 423. 

Brachypus rubineus, Jerclon , Madr . Journ. L. S. x,p. 246 (1839) ; id. 
Illustr. Ind. Orn. pi. xxxvii. 

Pvcnonotus gularis {Gould), Blyth, Cut . p. 211; Horsf. $ M. Cat . 
■'i, p.245. 

Rubigula gularis {Gould), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 8/ ; Hume, Cat. no. 456 ; 

tol. i. U 
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Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 107 ; Butler, S.F. lx, p. 402 ; Damson, 
S. F. x ? p. 384 ; Macgregor , S. F. x, p. 439 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . 

p. 186. 


Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, sides o£ the head, and the 
extreme point of the chin black ; throat ruby- red, the feathers 
long and rather bristly; upper plumage yellowish green; wings 
brown, the outer webs yellowish green ; tail the same ; lower 
plumage bright yellow; under wing-coverts and edge of wing 
yellow. p . 

The nestling has the throat brownish, bub it acquires the red 
feathers at a very early age. 

Iris pale cream ; bill and claws black ; legs and feet blackish 
plumbeous (. Davison ); iris light yellow ( Jerdon ). 

Length nearly 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape -7. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from Travancore up to 
about the latitude of Bel gaum. This species appears to be rare 
and to frequent thick forest. 


304. Pycnonotus cyaniventris. The Blue-bellied Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus cvaniventris, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xi, p. 792 (1841); id. 
Cat. p. 211. 

Ixodia cyaniventris {Bl.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 678. 

Ixidia cyaniventris {Bl.), Horsf. §* M. Cat. i, p. 245 ; Hume JDav. 
S. F. vi, p. 320 ; Hume, Cat. no. 457 quint. 

Rubigula cyaniventris ( Bl .). Sharpe , Cat. B. M . vi, p. 169 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 200. 

Coloration . The whole head and lower plumage deep slaty blue ; 
lores black ; forehead and a streak over the lores paler blue ; under 
tail-coverts bright yellow ; upper plumage and wing-coverts bright 
greenish yellow ; tail dark brown, the outer webs greenish yellow 
nearly up to the tips ; quills dark brown, all but the first two 
primaries broadly edged with greenish yellow ; under wing-coverts 
and edge of wing p«iie yellow. 

< Legs and feet very dark plumbeous ; claws horny brown, some- 
times almost black ; bill black ; iris dark brown, dark plumbeous 
slate, and grey-brown {Hume Sf Davison). 

Length nearly 6*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape # 75. 

Distribution . The extreme southern point of Tenasserim. This 
Bulbul is found ihroughout the Malay peninsula and Sumatra. 


305. Pycnonotus luteolus. The White-browed Bulbul. 

Hsematomis luteolus, Lesson, Lev. Zool. 1840, p. 354. 

Pycnonotus flavirictus, Strickl A. M. N. H. (1) xiii, p. 413 ('1844') : 

Blyth, Cat . p. 210. * K 

Pycnonotus luteolus {Less.), Blyth, Cat., App. p. xxfi; Horsf. $ M. 
Cat i, p. 243; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vi, p. 143 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 189. 
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Ixos luteolus (Less.), Jerd . B. 1. ii, p. 84 ; Hu, me, N. Sf E. p. 283 ; 
Blanf. J. A . 8. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 410, iv, 
p. 235 ; Fairbank, 8. F. iv, p. 258, v, p. 405 ; Ball , 8. F. vii, 
p. 214 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 64 ; Butler , 8. F. 
ix, p. 402 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 384 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . p. 185 ; 
Littledale, Journ . Bom. N. II. 80c. i, p. 198. 

The White-browed Bush Bulbul, Jerd. ; Poda-pigli, Tel. ; Guluguluwa, 
Ceyl. 

Coloration . Upper plumage dull olive-green, tinged with ashy on 
the head and with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
wings and tail brown, washed with green on the outer webs ; front 
of forehead, a broad streak from the nostril over the eye and 
partially over the ear-coverts, and an indistinct ring round the eye 
white ; lores mingled white and black ; a stripe from the base of 
the lower mandible and also the point of the chin yellow ; lower 
plumage ashy, tinged and somewhat striped with pale yellow, the 
breast washed with brown ; vent and under tail-coverts pale 
yellow ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing yellow. 

Bill blackish ; legs dark plumbeous ; iris blood-red (Jerdon). 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus 9 ; bill from gape 
•95. 

Distribution . The peninsula of India, from Baroda on the west 
and Midnapore on the east down to Cape Comorin ; Ceylon. Bare 
or absent on the Deccan tableland and throughout the greater part 
of the Central Provinces. 

Habits , Sfc. Nests of this Bulbul have been found near Bombay 
in June and September. The nest is a loose structure of twigs 
lined with grass built in a bush or low tree. The eggs are pinkish 
white marked with reddish brown, and measure about *95 by *63. 

306. Pycnonotus blanfordi. Blanf ord's Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus blanfordi, Jerdon , Ibis, 1862, p. 20; Anders . Yunnan 
Exped., Aves, p. 659 ; Shar pe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 151; Oates , B. B. 
i, p. 195 j id. m Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i. p. 190. 

Pycnonotus familiaris, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xxxi, p. 343 (1862). 

Microtarsus blanfordi (Jerd.), Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 125. 

Ixus blanfordi (Jerd.), Blyth , Birds Burrn. p. 134 ; Oates , 8. F. v, 
p. 156; Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466; Hume, Cat. no. 452 
quint, ; Oates , 8. F, x, p. 210. 

Coloration . Upper plumage earthy brown with an olive tioge, 
washed with fulvous on the rump* and upper tail-coverts ; the 
centres of the feathers of the head deeper brown ; wings and tail 
brown, the outer webs of the same colour as the back ; lores, 
cheeks, and chin dull white tinged with ashy ; ear-coverts silvery 
white; lower plumage pale brown on the breast, streaked and 
mottled with pale fulvous, entirely fulvous on the abdomen and 
under tail-coverts ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing yellowish 
fulvous. 

The iris varies from yellowish brown to red ; eyelids plumbeous ; 

TJ 2 
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bill brown, paler at base of lower mandible and gape ; mouth 
flesh-colour ; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour. 

Length nearly 8; tail 3*2 ; wing 3-2; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape -85. 

Distribution. Pegu, from near Pan goon northwards, extending 
through Upper Burma along the valley of the Irrawaddy to Bhamo. 
The lateral limits are undefined at present. This is a bird of the 
plains and lower hills only. 

Habits , Sfo. Breeds from April to J une or July, constructing a neat 
cup-like nest of herbaceous stalks and grass with a few’ dead leaves 
in a bush or low 7 tree. The eggs, three in number, are pink marked 
with purplish red, and measure -82 by *6. 

This Bulbul has a very harsh note when disturbed, at which 
time it erects the short feathers of its head. 

307. Pycnonotus plumosus. The Large Olive Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus plumosus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 567 (1845) ; id. Cat. 

p. 210 j Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 152 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 196 j id. 

in Hume's N. §F. 2nd ed. i, p. 191, note. 

Brachypus plumosus (Blytli), Tioeedd. Ibis , 1877, p. 306. 

Ixus plumosus {Blyth), Hume $■ Dew. S. F. vi, p. 309 ; Hume , Cat. 

no. 452 sept. 

Coloration . Forehead and crown dark greyish brown, each 
feather margined with olive-green ; upper plumage olive-green ; 
wings and tail dark brown, the outer webs washed with bright 
olive-green ; lores dark brown ; cheeks and chin dull whity brown ; 
ear-coverts dark brown with white shafts ; lower plumage ashy 
brown, slightly mottled and streaked with dull ochraceous ; under 
wing- and tail-coverts and edge of wing brighter ochraceous. 

Legs and feet reddish brown, darker in some, paler in others; 
bill almost black ; iris varying from burnt sienna-brown to dark 
cinnabar-red ( Hume Sf Davison). 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution. The southern portion of Tenasserim as far north 
as Mergui. The Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and Cochin 
China. 

Habits, dfo. A nest found by Davison at Kossoom in the Malay 
peninsula was of the ordinary Bulbul type, and placed in a dense 
clump of cane near the ground. The eggs are pink marked with 
red and purple, and measure about *9 by *66. 

308. Pycnonotus simplex. Moores Olive Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus simplex, Less . Bev. Zool. 1839, p. 167; Sharpe, Cat. B. 

o pi* i x 5 Oates , B. B. i, p. 196 ; id? in Hume's A. & B. 

2nd ed. 1 , p. 192, note. 

Pycnonotus brunneus, Bly/h, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 5(58 (1845) ; id. Cat. 

p. AxSj. 
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Microtarsus olivaceus, Moore in Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 249 (1854), 
Ixus brunneus (Bl.\ Hume § Lav. S. F. vi, p. 312 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 452 oct. 

Coloration . Upper plumage brown with a greenish tinge, and 
slightly fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and 
tad brown, the outer webs washed with the colour of the back ; 
the whole lower plumage buffy brown, slightly streaked darker in 
places with ochraceous ; under tail-coverts dark oehraceous with 
paler edges; under wing-coverts and edge of wing ochraceous 
yellow. 

Legs and feet fleshy or reddish brown, in some lighter, in some 
darker ; the upper mandible dark horny brown ; lower mandible 
somewhat paler ; the iris varies — orange-red, pale red, whity pink 
( Hume Davison ). 

Length about 7 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . Southern Tenasserim up to about Mergui. The 
Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits , Sfc, A nest found by Davison at Klang, in the Malay 
peninsula, was placed in a sapling about six feet from the ground, 
and contained tw o eggs, which measured *89 by *62. 


309. Pycnonotus pusillus. The Small Olive Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus pusillus, Salmdori, Ucc. Born . p. 200 (1874) ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B . M. vi, p. 155, pi. x (nec Blyth). 

Ixus pusillus {Salvad.), Hume <$r Dav , S. F. vi, p. 312; Hume , Cat. 
no. 452 nov. 

Pycnonotus salvadorii, Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, App. p. 401 (1881) ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 197. 

Coloration . The whole upper plumage and wing-coverts olive- 
brown, tinged with rufescent on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
tail rufescent; wings brown, the outer webs washed with the 
colour of the back ; lores and sides of the head ashy brown ; chin 
and throat ashy white ; breast and sides of the body ashy brown 
washed with fulvous ; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts dusky 
yellow ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale ochraceous yellow. 

In life this bird has a vivid orange ring round the eye, but no trace 
of this is discernible in dried skins. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale reddish horny; iris crimson; bill 
black ; gape and base of lower mandible, shelf above nostrils, and 
ophthalmic ring vivid orange-yellow {Hume Davison ). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus "6 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

Distribution. -The extreme southern point of Tenasserim; the 
Malay peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. 
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Genus MICROPUS, Swains., 1837. 

The genus Micropus may be recognized by its very ample and 
lengthened upper tail-coverts, rounded tail, and the extraordinary 
development of the feathers of the lower back and rump, which 
are moreover harred with black : in this latter respect Micropus 
shows great affinities for Pinarociohla . 

In Micropus the feathers of the head are exceedingly short and 
glossy. The bill is about half the length of the head, and the 
rictai bristles are well developed. The plumage of all the species 
is very pleasing. They inhabit forest country or well-wooded 
tracts, and they are generally abundant wherever they are found. 
Nothing whatever is known regarding their nests and eggs. 



Pig. 91. — Tail of M. melanocephalus . 

Key to the Species . 

a. Head entirely black. 

o'. Lower plumage yellow M. melanocephalus, p. 294. 

h\ Lower plumage bluish grey M. cinereiventris, p. 295. 

5. Crown of head dusky or bluish grey, not 
black. 

o'. Upper tail-coverts yellow M. fmcijlavescem, p. 295. 

d\ Upper tail-coverts bluish grey M. phceocepkalm , p. 296. 

310. Micropus melanocephalus. The Black-headed Bulbul. 

Lanius melanocephalus, Gm. S. N. i, p. 309 (1788). 

Brachypodius melanocephalus ( Gm.), Blyth , Cat . p. 211; Horsf. ty 
M. Cat. i, p. 248 ; Blyth , Birds Burm. p. 136 ; Armstrong , S. F. 
iv, p. 824 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 318 ; Hume, Cat . no. 457 
his ; Oates , S. F. x, p.210. 

Micropus melanocephalus (Gm.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 65 ; 
Oates , B. B. i, p. 181. 

Coloration . The whole head as far back as the nape and the 
lower edge of the throat glossy black ; with this exception the 
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whole plumage is olive-yellow, brighter and more yellow on the 
lower part of the abdomen, the tail-coverts (both upper and lower), 
and the tips of the rump-feathers, which latter are also barred 
with black ; these bars are only visible when the feathers are dis- 
arranged, merely a few black patches being evident at other 
times ; primaries and their coverts entirely black ; secondaries 
black, edged externally with olive-yellow ; tertiaries black on their 
inner and olive-green on their outer webs ; tail olive-green for 
about two thirds of its length, then broadly black and finally broadly 
tipped with bright yellow. 

Bill black ; mouth pale blue ; iris blue ; legs plumbeous. 

Length about 7 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus -5 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . Dacca ; Tipperah ; Arrakan ; the southern portion 
of Pegu ; Karennee ; the whole of Tenasserim except the highest 
hills. 

This bird extends down the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, Java, 
Borneo, and Palawan. 

311. Micropus cinereiventris. The Grey-bellied Bulbul . 

Brachypodius cinereoventris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 576 (1845) ; 
Wald, in Blyth' s Birds Burm. p. 136 j Hume fy Hav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 319 ; Hume, Cat. no. 457 quat. ; Oates , S. F. x, p. 210 ; Hume, 
S. F. xi, p. 180. 

Micropus cinereiventris (Bl.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 67 ; Oates , 
B. B. i, p. 182. 

Coloration . Besembles M. melanocephalus. Differs in having the 
breast, upper part of abdomen, hind neck, and sometimes the 
upper part of the back bluish grey, and in having the primaries 
narrowly edged with olive-green on the outer webs. 

Iris blue ; eyelids grey ; bill black ; mouth dusky fleshy ; legs 
and claws brownish black. 

Length about 7; tail 2-9; wing 3*15; tarsus *6; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution. Cachar ; Tipperah ; Dacca ; Toungngoo ; southern 
Pegu about Eangoon and the valley of the Pegu river. This 
Bulbul has also been observed at Tonka, Salang, and Malacca 
in the Malay peninsula. 

312. Micropus fosciflavescens. The Andaman Black-headed 

Bulbul. 

Brachypodius melanocephalus (6rm.), apud Ball , J. A. S. B. xli, 
pt. li, p. 284 ; id. S. F. i, p. 71. 

Brachvpodius iuscoflavescens, Hume } S. F. i, p. 297 (1873) ; Wald . 
Ibis, 1873, p. 306 ; Hume , S. F. ii, p. 224 ; id. Cat. no. 457 ter. 

Micropus fusciflavescens ( Hume ), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. G6. 

Coloration . Besembles M. melanocephalus . Differs in having the 
whole head dusky olive-green, the chin and central portion of the 
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throat only being a dark glossy brown or black ; in the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts being ‘very bright yellow ; in the reduced 
size o£ the subterminal black bars on the tail-feathers, and the 
corresponding expansion of the olive -green on them ; and in the 
primaries, except the first two, being edged with olive-green. 

Iris bluish white; bill bluish slate ( Wardlaiv Ramsay), Iris 
pale blue ; bill nearly black ; legs and feet plumbeous {Hume), 
Length about 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *6; bill from gape -85. 
Distribution, The South Andaman Island, where this bird 
appears to he abundant. I have seen specimens procured at Port 
Blair, Port Mouat, and Aberdeen. 


313. Micropus phsBOcephalus. The Grey-headed Bulbul . 

Brachypus poiocephalus, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L, S. x, p. 246 (1839). 

Brachypodius poiocephalus (Jerd,), Blyth , Cat, p. 212 ; Jerd. B . I. ii, 
p. 89 ; Hume, Cat. no. 457 ; Butler, S. F. ix } p. 402 ; Davison, 
8. F. x, p. 384 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 186. 

Micropus phseocephalus {Jerd), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 68. 

Coloration, Forehead olive-yellow ; chin blackish ; cheeks greyish 
yellow ; remainder of head clear bluish grey ; upper side of neck, 
back, and scapulars olive-green ; rump-feathers black with broad 
pale yellow tips; upper tail-coverts and the four middle tail- 
feathers bluish grey with dark shafts, the others black, broadly 
edged on both webs and tipped with bluish grey, the whole suffused 
with olive-green on the basal two thirds of their length ; wings 
black, all the quills and coverts margined with olive-green, the 
outer webs of the tertiaries being entirely of 'this colour; breast, 
abdomen, and flanks oil-yellow ; under tail-coverts bluish grey. 

Iris blue-grey; bill pale green; legs and feet fleshy tinged 
orange; claws dusky {Davison), 

Length about 7; tail 2*9; wing 2*9; tarsus *6; bill from 
gape *75. 

Distribution, The western coast of India from about Anjango in 
Travancore to the vicinity of Belgaum. This appears to be a rare 
bird. Jerdon states that it is found from near the sea-level to 
about 2000 feet of elevation. Davison met with it near Coonoor 
and in the Wynaad, and Butler records it from the forests south- 
west of Belgaum. 


Genus KELAARTIA, Blyth, fide Jerdon, 1863. 

The single species of Kelaartia is peculiar to Oeylon. It is 
characterized by the pointed feathers constituting the supercilium, 
and by the rounded feathers on the crown, the two forming a 
strong contrast. 

The tarsus is in this genus rather longer than is usual among 
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the Bulbuls, but it does not. exceed in length the middle toe and 
claw. 

The Yellow-eared Bulbul appears to be a denizen of the forests 
of the hilly parts of the island. 

314. Kelaartia penicillata. The Yellow-eared Bulbul . 

Pycnonotus penicillatus, Blyth , J. A. S. £. xx, p. 178 (1851). 
Kelaartia peuic-illata (Blyth), Jerd, B. I, ii, p. 86 ; Holdsio. P. Z. S. 
1872, p. 450 ; Begge, S. Jb\ iv, p. 245 ; id. Btrds Ceyk p. 480, pi. 21, 
tig. 1 ; Hume, Vat . no. 454 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 162. 



Fig. 92. — Head of K. penicillata. 

Coloration . Forehead and crown dark brown or blackish, each 
feather very narrowly edged with ashy ; a narrow white line from 
the nostril to the upper part of the eye ; a broad yellow streak 
from the upper part of the eye to the nape ; chin and upper part 
of cheeks white; lores, lower part of cheeks, and ear-coverts black, 
the latter part with a lengthened streak of yellow down the 
middle ; a large slaty-blue spot on the side of the neck, touching 
the ear-coverts ; upper plumage olive-green ; wings and tail dark 
brown, the outer webs washed with olive-green ; the whole lower 
plumage, except the chin, deep yellow, washed with olive on the 
breast and sides of the body ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing 
yellow. 

Iris red mingled with brown, or red deepening to brown next 
the pupil ; tarsi and feet dark leaden blue; bill black ( Legge ). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution . Ceylon, where this bird is found up to about 4000 
feet. Jerdon was under the impression that he procured this 
species in Mysore, but its occurrence in Southern India has not 
been confirmed. 


i 
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Fig. 93 . — Sitta himalayemis. 


Family S1TTIM. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the .edges of both mandibles smooth, or the 
upper one Bimply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, com- 
posed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing with ten primaries ; 
tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the 
lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper 
edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the nestling resembling that of 
the adult female, but paler; nostrils overhung by some hairs; 
rieta! bristles present ; rectrices twelve ; hind toe and inner front 
toe very unequal in length ; sexes generally different in colour ; an 
autumn moult only. 
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The Nuthatches are a well-defined group of small climbing birds 
allied in many respects to the Crateropodiclce. The habit of climb- 
ing, however, has caused the hind toe to be greatly developed and 
the inner front toe to be dwarfed. 

In the Sittidce the bill is about as long as the head, stout and 
straight. The nostrils are covered with some hairs, and the rictal 
bristles are strong. The wing is rather pointed, and the first pri- 
mary is always less than half the length of the second. The tail 
is short and square or very slightly rounded. 

The Nuthatches feed on insects and hard fruits such as nuts. 
They nest in the holes of trees or rocks, and they generally employ 
mud to reduce the size of the entrance to their nest. They are 
non-migratory, and for the most part of limited distribution. 
Eleven species are found in India. 

Genus SITTA, Linn., 1766. 

The characters of this, the only genus of Nuthatches represented 
in India, are the same as those of the family. 



Fig. 94. — Head of J3. cinnamomeiventris. 


Key to the Species . 

a. Upper plumage uniform bluish. 
a\ Middle pair of tail-feathers white at 

base 

V. Middle pair of tail-feathers uniform, 
without any white. 

a". Lateral tail-feathers with white 
spots. 

a”\ Under tail-coverts white, tipped 
with chestnut. 

a*. Lower plumage chestnut. 

a 5 . The chestnut of the lower 
plumage of uniform colour 

from throat to vent 

b*. The chestnut of the lower 
parts paler on the throat and 
breast than on the abdomen. 

b\ Lower plumage grey 

b’". Under tau-coverts chestnut, tipped 

with white 

c Under tail-coverts chestnut, cen- 
tred with ashy ; no white. 
c 4 . Lower plumage paler j size large, 
wing 3*3 


S. himalayensis, p. 300. 


S. cinnamomeiventris , 

[p. 301. 

S. neglecta , p. 301 . 

S. nagaemis , p. 302. 

S. magna , p. 303. 


S. kasJimirensiSj p. 303. 
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d*. Lower plumage darker; size 

f-mall, wing under 3 S. castanekentris , p. 304. 

h 1 '. Lateral tail-feathers without white 

spots ; marked with rufous S. tephronota, p. 305. 

b. Upper plumage slaty blue ; crown black. . S, leucopsis, p. 300. 

c. Crown and back black, streaked with bril- 

liant blue S.formosa, p. 30G. 

d. Upper plumage uniform purplish blue ; 

forehead black & frontalis , p. 307. 


315. Sitta himalayensis. The White-tailed Nuthatch . 

Sitta himalayensis, Jard. Selby, III. Orn. iii ; pi. 144 (1835 ) ; Horsf. 
ty M. Cat ii, p. 720 ; Jerd.H. I. i, p. 385; JBlanf. JA. S. B. xli, 
pt. ii, p. 56 ; Hume , N. F. p. 1G1 ; Hume , Cat. no. 248 ; Scully , 
S. F. viii,p. 262 ; Gctdoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 349 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. $ K 2nd ed. i, p. 192. 

Sitta nipalensis, Hcdys. J. A. S. B. v, p. 779. 

Sitta himalayana {Jard. fy Selby), Blyth , Cat. p. 190. 

Siddyi-phip, Lepch. 

Coloration . Male. The forehead, lores, and a streak behind 
the eye, produced down the side of the neck to the shoulders, 
black ; an indistinct eyebrow f ulvous-wbite ; upper plumage ancl 
wmg-coYerts dark slaty blue, somewhat paler on the head ; pri- 
maries and secondaries dark brown, edged with slaty blue ; tertiaries 
wholly of this colour ; middle pair of tail-feathers slaty blue, the 
basal half of the inner web and a band next the shaft on the outer 
web white; the next two pairs wholly black ; the next black, with 
an ashy tip ; the next black, with an oblique white band and an 
ashy tip ; tie outermost similar, but w ith more w hite ; sides of the 
face below the black streak and the chin pale fulvous ; the lower 



coverts ; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch on 
the primaries visible only from below. 

Female. Resembles the male, but is somewhat paler beneath. 

Legs and feet olive-brown ; soles olive-yellow ; iris pale brown ; 
bill black, the gape and part of the lower mandible bluish white 
(Hume ) . 

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
•75. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kangra to Bhutan 
at elevations of from 5000 to about 10,000 feet, occasionally 11,000 
feet, at which altitude Blanford procured a specimen in" Sikhim, 
Godwin-Austen also procured this species at Aimul in the Mani- 
pur hills. 

Halits , #c. Breeds in the Himalayas from April to June, making 
a nest of moss in a hole of a tree at no great height from the 
ground, and laying five or six eggs, which are white marked with 
red, and measure *72 by *55. 
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316. Sitta cinnamomeiventris. The Cinnamon-bellied Nuthatch . 

Sitta cinnamoventris, Bh/th , J. A. S. B. xi, p. 459; id. Cat . p. 189; 

^ Horsf. % M. Cat. ii, p.' 722. 

Sitta cmnamomeoventris, Jerd. B. I. i, p. 387 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. 
xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99, xlv, pt. ii, p. 71 ; Hmne, Cat. no. 251; 
Gadow, Cat . B. M. viii, p. 351 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 263; Hume , 
S. F. xi, p. 86 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 193. 

Sisij Hind. ; Sidkyi-phip , Lepch. 

Coloration. Male. The lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and chin 
white, delicately barred with brown ; a broad black band from the 
nostrils through the eyes to the shoulders ; upper plumage and 
wing-coverts ashy blue; quills black edged with ashy blue, the 
edgings on the primaries being confined to the median part of the 
web ; the secondaries more broadly margined, the tertiaries almost 
wholly ashy blue ; middle tail-feathers ashy blue, the next two 
blaek, edged and tipped with ashy blue, the others with a sub- 
terminal white patch on the inner webs, and generally with a 
white band on the outer web of the outermost ; sides of neck and 
the lower plumage intensely deep cinnamon-chestnut ; under tail- 
coverts white, narrowly tipped with chestnut, the bases of the 
feathers ashy ; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch 
at the base of the primaries only visible from below. 

Female. Similar to the male, except that the lower plumage is 
dull pale chestnut. 

Bill black ; base of lower mandible and of culmen bluish grey- 
horny ; iris hazel-brown ; feet dingy plumbeous (Scully). 

Length about 6 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Di- 
brugarh at moderate altitudes. J erdon found this species in Sikhim 
from 2000 to 6000 feet ; Scully states that it is common in the 
central woods of the Nepal valley, and Brooks says that in the lower 
hills between Mussooree and G-angotri it is the prevailing Nuthatch. 
Godwin-Austen procured it in the Khasi hills, Hume on the 
Eastern hills of Manipur, and my men got it at Bhamo in Upper 
Burma. 

Habits , Sfc. Gammie found the nest in Sikhim at 2000 feet eleva- 
tion. It was in a hole of a decaying bamboo about twenty feet 
from the ground, and contained four eggs, which were not preserved. 
The joint of the bamboo which contained the nest was filled up 
with alternate layers of green moss and bark. The nest, which 
was placed on the top of this, was a small pad composed of fine 
moss and fur mixed with a few feathers and the wings of 
insects. 


317. Sitta neglecta. The Burmese Nuthatch. 

Sitta neglecta, Wald . A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 218 (1870) ; Hume, S. F. 
iii, p. 87 ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, p. 201 ; Hume , Cat . no. 250 his ; 
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Bingham, , 8 . F. ix, p. 171 ; Gadow, Cat B. M. viii, p. 349 ; 
Oates, B. B, i, p. 131 ; id. in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 193. 

Coloration . Similar to Sitta cinnamomeiventris . Differs in having 
the throat and breast much paler than the abdomen and not con- 
colorous with it, and in having the white of the chin, cheeks, and 
ear-coverts blending with the rufou3 of the throat and breast, and 
not sharply defined from it. The sexes of both species differ in 
the same relative manner. 

Iris brown ; upper mandible bluish black, lower plumbeous ; 
legs and feet dark plumbeous ; claws horn-colour. 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 1*7; wing 3-2; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . Throughout Pegu and Tenasserim, up to the Irra- 
waddy river on the west and to Karennee and the Salween river on 
the east, and extending south to the latitude of Muleyit mountain 
on both sides of the range. 

Habits , $c. Bingham found the nest in Tenasserim on the 21st 
March, with five young birds, in a hole of a branch of a dead tree. 
The hole was about 6 inches deep, and the mouth of the hole was 
plastered and reduced in size by an edging of clay. 

318. Sitta nagaensis. Austen's Nuthatch . 

Sitta nagaensis, Godio.-Aust . P Z. 8. 1874, p. 44 j id. J. A. 8. B. 
xliii, pt. ii, p. 157, pi. iv ; Hume , Cat. no. 248 ter j Gadow , Cat. 
B. M . viii, p. 344. 

Coloration. Male . The lores and a band through the eyes down 
the sides of the neck black ; upper plumage slaty blue ; wings 
dark brown edged with slaty blue, the tertiaries wholly of this 
colour ; middle tail-feathers slaty blue ; the next pair black, with 
some slaty at base and tip ; the next black, tipped with slaty on 
the outer web and whitish on the inner ; the next two the same, 
with a broader white tip, subterminai on the inner web ; outer- 
most feather the same, but with a white band on the outer web ; 
sides of the head and neck and the lower plumage grey ; sides of 
the body rich chestnut ; under tail-coverts white, tipped and edged 
with chestnut; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white 
patch at the base of the primaries visible only from below. 

It is not known if the female differs from the male, but it pro- 
bably will be found to do so. 

Bill black above, grey below ; iris dark brown ; legs green-black 
(Godwin- Austen), 

Length about 5 ; tail 1-0 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
*75. 

Distribution . Procured by Godwin-Austen at Sopvomah in the 
N4ga Hills, on the watershed, at 6000 feet. Several specimens 
were obtained at the time. 
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319. Sitta magna. The Giant Nuthatch . 

Sitta magna, Wardlaw Ramsay, P. Z. 8. 1876, p. 677, pi. lxiii; Hume 
8. F. v, p. 343 ; Wardlaw Ramsay , Ibis, 1877, p. 466 ; Hume Sp 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 201 ; Hume , Cat . no. 248 quat. ; Oates , B. B. 
i, p. 133 ; Gadow , Cat. B . M . yiii, p. 346. 

Coloration . Female . Two broad black bands from the nostrils 
through the eyes to the shoulders ; the space within these smoky 
grey, paling on the hind neck ; upper plumage slaty blue ; wings 
brown, edged with slaty blue ; middle tail-feathers slaty blue ; 
the next two pairs black with a slaty-blue tip; the next two 
black, with a subterminal patch of white and a slaty-blue tip ; the 
outermost pair the same, but with a band of white on the outer 
web ; lores, sides of the head, chin, and throat whitish ; lower 
plumage smoky grey ; thighs, vent, and under tail-coverts chestnut, 
the latter broadly tipped with white ; under wing-coverts black, 
followed by a white patch at the base of the primaries only visible 
from below. The male is not known. 

In the dry skin the bill is bluish, paler below; legs fleshy 
brown. 

Length about 8 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 4‘6 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution. The unique specimen from which this species was 
described was procured by Wardlaw Eamsay in Karennee, or near 
its western borders, in January. This bird has not again been met 
with. 


320. Sitta kashmirensis. Brooks's Nuthatch . 

Sitta cashmirensis, Brool's, Proc . A . 8. B. 1871, p. 209 ; id. J. A. 

8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Hume , Cat. no. 248 bis ; Gadow , Cat. 

B . M. viii, p. 352. 

Coloration . Upper plumage and wings slaty blue ; a black band 
from the nostrils to the shoulders through the eyes ; chin and sides 
of the face dull white tinged with fulvous; throat more fulvous, 
the lower plumage gradually becoming deeper and turning to deep 
chestnut on the abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts ; middle 
tail-feathers ashy blue ; the next two pairs black, edged and tipped 
with ashy ; the next two black, with a subterminal white spot on 
the inner web ; the outermost feather black, with a white patch on 
each web and a brown tip ; under wing-coverts blackish, followed 
by a white patch on the primaries visible only from below ; some 
traces of ashy are generally visible on the centres of the feathers 
of the under tail-coverts. 

Length about 5 ; tail 1*7; wing 3*3; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
■9o. 

Distribution . I have examined specimens of this species procured 
at Hirpur and G-ulmurg in Kashmir, at Murree, and at Byan 
Kheyl in Afghanistan. Brooks notes it in his original description 
as coming from the pine-forests of Kashmir, 
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Habits , 4'c. Wardlaw Eamsay states that this bird breeds in the 
Hariab District of Afghanistan in May. 

321. Sitta castaneiventris. The Chestnut -bellied Nuthatch. 

Sitta castaneoventris, Franhl . P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 121 ; Myth , Cat. 
p. 190 ; Horsf. M. Cat . ii, p. 721 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 380; Bally 
8. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume , Cat. no. 200 ; Davidson, 8. F. x, p. 300 ; 
Davison, 8. F. x, p. 303 ; Gadoiv , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 351 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom . p. 140 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 194. 

Coloration . Male. A black streak from the nostril through the 
eye to the shoulder; lores, cheeks, car-coverts, and chin white; 
the whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, and visible portion of 
closed wings slaty blue ; the whole lower plumage uniform dark 
chestnut-bav; under tail-coverts chestnut centred with ashy; 
under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch on the pri- 
maries visible only from below; middle tail-feathers ashy blue; 
the next two black, edged and tipped with ashy blue; the" others 
with a subterminal white patch oil the inner webs, and generally 
with a white band on the outer web of the outermost feather. 

Female. Iiesembles the male, but is pale chestnut below, and the 
white on the face is not so sharply defined. 

Legs and feet dark greenish plumbeous ; base of lower inaudible 
and base of culmen at forehead pale plumbeous ; rest of bill black ; 
iris dark brown (Davison). 

Length rather more than 5; tail 1*5 ; wing 3; tarsus *7; bill 
from gape *85. 

Distinguished from 8. cinnamomeiventris by its smaller size, 
paler coloration below, and by the different colbur of the under 
tail-coverts. 

Distribution . The greater portion of the continent of India, from 
the base of the Himalayas to the Wynaad. The western limits 
appear to be a line roughly drawn from TJ mballa through Dungarpur 
in the Meywar State to Khandesh ; and the eastern, a line drawn 
north and south through the Bajmehal lulls. 

Habits , <S*c. Probably a resident in the whole of the above 
tract. The nest has been found at U mballa, Allahabad, and Sitapur, 
in which places the breeding-season appears to extend from Beb- 
rudry to September. This nest is merely a few dead leaves at the 
bottom of a hole in a tree, the entrance to which is, as usual, 
reduced in size by the application of mud-plaster. The eggs are 
four in number, white, marked, chiefly at the large end, with brick- 
red and reddish lilac, and they measure *67 by ’ 52 . 

Three distinct species of Eock-Nutbatches have hitherto been 
confounded, together.^ S. syriaca , Ehrenb., from Syria, may be 
known by its large size, wing 3*8, first primary 1*3, and bv the 
absence of all fulvous bn the tail. neumayeri , Michah., may be 

distinguished from S. syriaca by it$ smaller size, wing 3 to 3*3, 
first primary 1*0, and by the presence of a large amount of fuh ous 
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on the tail. It occurs in Macedonia, Turkey, and Asia Minor. 
Both these species have the chin, throat, breast, and sides of the 
head pure white. 

The third species, 8. tephronota , which occurs from Persia to 
Central Asia, is of about the same size as 8. neumayeri , but has the 
chin, throat, breast, and sides of the head pale fulvous, the tail is 
marked with fulvous as in that species, and the upper plumage is 
a pale ashy blue. 


3 22. Sitta tephxonota. The Eastern Bock Nuthatch. 

Sitta syriaca (Ehrenb.) ,in part, ctpud Horsf. # M. Cat ii, p. 721 ; See- 
bohm , Ibis, 1883, p. 21 ; Gadoio , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 346. 

Sitta tephronota, Sharpe , A. 31. N. H. (4) x, p. 450 (1872) ; Oates 
in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 105. 

Sitta rupicola, Blanf. Ibisj 1873, p. 87 ; id. E. JPers . ii, p. 225, 
pt. xv, fig. 2. 

Sitta neumayeri, Michali. in part, Hume , Cat. no. 248 quint.; 
Gadoio , Cat . B. M. viii, p. 345 ; Barnes, 8. F. ix, pp. 216, 453. 

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, secondaries, 
and tertiaries ashy blue; a broad black band from the nostril 
through the eye to the shoulder ; primaries pale brown ; central 
tail-feathers pale ashy blue, the others brown, broadly edged with 
pale ashy blue on the outer webs, this colour gradually changing 
to pale fulvous, the outermost feather having the inner web brown 
with a fulvous tip and the outer web fulvous with a brown tip ; 
sides of the head and the lower plumage fulvous, pale on the 
throat and sides of the head, gradually getting darker and be- 
coming strongly tinged with pink on the lower abdomen, vent, 
flanks, and under tail-coverts, these last being centred with ashy. 

Bill horny brown, darker at tip ; legs clay-slate (Barnes) ; iris 
dark brown (Murray). 

Length about 6*5; tail 2*1; wing 3 to 3*6; tarsus *9; bill 
from gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Apparently common in Baluchistan, but not yet 
known to occur in Sind or the Punjab. To the west this species 
extends to Persia, and to the north through Afghanistan to 
Kashghar and Central Asia. 

Habits , <Sfo. Confined chiefly, if not entirely, to rocks, over which 
it climbs with great facility. Breeds in Afghanistan in March 
and April. According to Barnes the nest is constructed in the 
holes both of rocks and trees. When a rock is selected, the hole 
is lined with agglutinated mud and resin, this material being 
carried out in the form of a cone to a distance of fully eight inches 
from the rock. The nest is usually lined with camel-hair. The 
bird has a great fondness for ornamentation, and decorates its nest 
for some distance round with feathers. The eggs are four or five 
in number, smooth, and only moderately glossy. The ground- 
colour is pure white, and the egg is thinly speckled, chiefly at the 
large end, with pale red. In size the eggs average *87 by *57. 

VOJO. i. x 
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323. Sitta leucopsis. The White-Gheehed Nuthatch . 

Sitta leucopsis, Gould , P. Z. 8. 1849, p. 113 j Horsf. 8f M. Cut. ii, 
p. 721 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 385 ; Stoliczka , J. A. S. B . xxxvii, pt. ii, 
p. 26 ; Hume , AI H. p. 161 ; Hume fy Hend. Bah. to Turk. 
p. 181 ; Hume 9 Cat. no. 249 ; Gadow 1 Cat. B. M. viii, p. 352 ; 
Oates in Hume’s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 196. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and a part of the sides of 
the neck glossy black 3 upper plumage and the visible portions of 
the closed wings slaty blue ; middle pair of tail-feathers slaty blue, 
the others black, tipped with slaty blue, and the three outer pairs 
with a subterminal patch of white on the inner web, the outer- 
most pair also with a band of white on the outer web ; sides of the 
head and lower plumage white, more or less tinged with pale 
fulvous ; flanks and under tail-coverts rich chestnut. The female 
is similar to the male. 

Iris brown ; upper mandible and margins and point of the lower 
black 3 remainder of lower mandible whitish homy ; legs brownish 
green (Wardlaw Ramsay). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 1*7 3 wing 3 3 tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution. Throughout the N.W. Himalayas from Mussooree 
and Derali to Hazara and the whole of Kashmir at considerable 
elevations. Brooks says that this Nuthatch is common above 
Derali near the snows in the pine-forests ; Biddulph remarks that 
it is a permanent resident in Gilgit, and breeds at 10,000 feet 5 
and Scully informs us that he obtained this bird in Grilgit only 
from the beginning of April to September, and that it is never 
seen in the lower parts of the valley away from pine-forests. It 
extends into Afghanistan, where Wardlaw Ramsay found it on 
the Safed-Koh range above 7000 feet, breeding. 

Habits , Sfc. Stoliczka, who found this bird to be common near 
Obini, observes that it feeds chiefly on the seeds of Pinus gemrd- 
iana, and that its voice Is a loud, uniform, melancholy call, uttered 
while it is busily engaged in securing a pine-seed in the bark of a 
large tree. 

Oapt. Oock took the eggs of this bird at Sonamurg in Kashmir 
late in May and early in June. The eggs are coloured normally 
and measure about *7 by *55. 


324. Sitta formosa. The Beautiful Nuthatch. 

Sitta formosa, Blyth, J \ A. 8. B. xii, p. 938 (1843) 5 Blyth. Cat.x>. 189 ; 
Jerd. B. I. i, p, 387 ; Hume , Cat. no. 252 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. 
viii, p. 357. 

Tishe Kuyi gumbo, Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and the side of the 
neck black, streaked with cobalt-blue on the crown, nape, and 
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lower back, with whitish blue on the upper back and sides of neck; 
sides of the head and chin fulvous-white, the feathers round the 
eye and over the ear-coverts more or less black at their bases ; 
wings black ; lesser wing-coverts, edges of the winglet, primary- 
coverts, primaries, and secondaries bright blue ; the edges of the 
median and greater coverts and tertiaries white ; scapulars, back, 
and rump verdigris-blue ; lower plumage dull chestnut ; middle 
tail-feathers blue, with the portion near the shaft black ; the next 
two pairs black, edged with blue ; the others black, with white 
tips progressively larger, the margin of the tips of the exterior 
webs pale blue. 

Bill blackish ; legs greenish horny, with yellow soles ; iris dark 
brown (Jerdon). 

Length about 7*5; tail 2*3 ; wing 4 ; tarsus -85; bill from 
gapei. 

Distribution . Sikhim, probably not descending to a lower level 
than Darjiling, where Tiekell, as recorded by Jerdon, procured a 
specimen. Mandelli’s men procured a large series in Sikhim, and 
I note that they were killed both in summer and winter. This bird 
has been obtained at Asalu in the Khasi hills, and also at Toruputu 
Peak in the Daphla hills at 5000 feet, in both cases by Grodwin- 
Austen. 


325. Sitta frontalis. The Velvet-fronted Blue Nuthatch. 

Sitta frontalis, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p, 162 (1821) ; Gadow, 
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 358 ; Oates. B. B. i, p. 134 ; id. in Hume's 
N # E. 2nd ed. i, p. 196. 

Sitta corallina, Hodge. J. A . S. B. v, p. 779 (1836). 

Dendrophila frontalis ( Horsf. ), Blytk, Cat. p. 190; H. Sf M. Cat ii, 
p. 722 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 388 ; Hume, N. E. p. lol ; id. S. F. vii, 
p. 459 ; Leg ye, Birds Cegl. p. 560 ; Hume , Cat. no. 253 ; Barnes , 
Birds Bom. p. 140. 

Dendrophila corallina ( Hodgs .), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 89 ; Sharpe , t. c. 
p. 436; Anders. Yunnan Exped ., Aces , p. 633. 

Coloration . The male has a broad band on the forehead and a 
long supercilium black; the whole upper plumage and wing- 
coverts blue ; wing blackish brown, edged on the outer webs with 
blue, except the first two primaries, the tertiaries almost entirely 
blue; middle tail-feathers blue, the others blackish, edged and 
tipped with blue; ear-coverts lilac; chin and throat whitish; 
lower plumage greyish lilac. 

The female resembles the male, but has no black supercilium. 

Iris yellow; eyelids plumbeous; bill coral-red; mouth red; 
feet pinkish brown; claws pale horn; the young have the bill 
black, pinkish at the gape and nostrils ; iris dark brown. 

Length 5 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape “7. 

Distribution. Throughout the greater portion of India and 

x 2 
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Ceylon. The limit to the west appears to he approximately a 
line drawn from Bombay to Kumaun through Gwalior. This species 
inhabits the Himalayas from Kumaun to Dibrugarh, being found up 
to 5000 feet or higher. From Assam it ranges to the extreme south 
of Tenasserim, extending to the east at least as far as Karennee, 
where Wardlaw Bamsay obtained it. 

It is found in the Malay peninsula and down to Java. 

Habits , Sfc. Frequents well-wooded localities and forests alike in 
the hills and plains. Breeds from February to May and even to 
June, according to locality, constructing a small pad of a nest, 
composed of feathers, moss, and hair, in a tiny hole in a tree. 
The eggs are generally four in number, white, spotted with red, 
chiefly towards the large end, and measure about -7 by ‘56. This 
bird, contrary to the usual habits of Nuthatches, does not employ 
any mud to line the entrance to its nest. 


Family DICRURIDjE. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semirings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, with a 
single notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, 
bilaminated ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nos- 
trils clear of the line of the forehead; the lower edge of the 
nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the 
culmen; plumage of the nestling like that of the adult bird, 
but paler; nostrils overhung by hairs or plumelets; rictal bristles 
present ; rectrices ten ; sexes absolutely alike ; an autumn moult 
only. 

The Dicruridse, or Drongos, form one of the best-defined families 
of the Passeres, their generally black plumage and forked tail of ten 
feathers sufficing to distinguish them readily. 

In the Drongos the plumage of the nestling is a dark brown, 
which soon gives place to the glossy black of the adult. In many 
species, however, the young birds, previously to adopting the adult 
plumage, acquire feathers on the abdomen, under wing-coverts, 
and axillaries which are tipped or fringed with white, and traces 
of these white marks remain in one or two species up to a very 
advanced age, and probably in some specimens are never lost 
at all. 
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The Drongos are handsome and, for the most part, familiar 
birds. They feed habitually on the wing, darting from some perch 
on a tree into the air to catch an insect and returning to the same 
or an adjoining branch. The Dieruri frequently perch on the 
backs of cattle. They all have cheerful notes, and Dissemurus 
paracliseus has a really fine song, and is perhaps the best singing- 
bird of the East. 

Many of the Drongos, without being exactly migratory, are in 
many parts of the country subject to seasonal movements of greater 
or less extent; but the materials for tracing these movements are 
imperfect, no ornithologist having observed them in the careful 
manner in which similar movements of birds in Europe are re- 
corded. In Pegu, for instance, Dicriims ater arrives in great 
numbers in October and remains numerous till January, when the 
majority of the birds disappear. Dierurns annectens similarly 
arrives in October, but only stops a few days, disappearing en- 
tirely and going on to unknown parts. 

In all the Dicruridse the wing is tolerably pointed and the tarsus 
very short. 

The Drongos make cup-shaped nests in trees, and lay three to 
five eggs, which are whitish marked with various shades of red. 


Key to the Genei'a . 


a. Outer tail-feathers not greatly lengthened; 
not exceeding the middle ones by so 
much as the length of the wing. 
a. Forehead not tufted. 
a". Bill deep; depth at nostrils fully 

equal to width at that place 

b". Bill depressed; depth at nostrils 
much less than width at that place. 
b'. Forehead tufted. 

c". Tuft composed of a few hairs several 

inches long 

d". Tuft composed of a few hair-like 

feathers half an inch long 

e". Tuft composed of ordinary feathers 

half an inch long 

5. Outer tail-feathers greatly lengthened ; ex- 
ceeding the middle ones by twice or three 
times me length of wing." 

<?'. Terminal portion of outer tail-feather 
flat and equally webbed on both 

sides 

d'. Terminal portion of outer tail-feather 
curled, greatly webbed on the outside 
and hardly at all on the inside ...... 


Dichueus, p. 310. 
Chaptia, p. 318. 


Chxbia, p. 320. 


Dissehtooides, p. 321. 
Dissemurulus, p, 322. 


Bhringa, p. 323. 


Dissemurus, p. 325. 
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Genus DICETJRTJS, Yieill., 1816. 

The Drongos of this genus are among the commonest of Indian 
birds, one or other of the species being found in every part of the 
country which is open or cultivated, and even in forest. 

The various species of Drongos are not easily separable, except 
when large series of each are available for examination side by 
side. With the numerous specimens in the British Museum, the 
majority of which came from the Tweeddale and Hume Collections, 
I have been able to establish eight species which occur within my 
limits. 

I am unable to find any characters by which the genus BucTumga 
can be separated from Dicrurus. The former is said to have a 
more deeply forked tail ; but this feature cannot be regarded as of 
generic value, for it varies in all the species of this genus, and is a 
matter of degree only. I have therefore united the two genera. 

Taking the eight species, it is easy at once to separate two from 
all the others by their perfectly black plumage, and from each 
other by the extent to which the tail is forked. These two species 
present no difficulty, and no one has seriously proposed to sub- 
divide either of them into two or more races so far as Indian spe- 
cimens are concerned. The African species or race D. cissimilis 
need not be discussed here. 

Another species, D. leucogenys , is also an easily recognizable 
one, having the sides of the head white. Very young birds might 
be confused with the Grey Drongos, presently to be noticed, were 
it not that they have the iores white or whitish, whereas the Grey 
Drongos have the lores dark brown or black. If D. intermedins, 
Blyth, recorded from Penang, was really killed at that place, and 
was not imported into it and subsequently re-exported to Calcutta 
(where it came under Blyth’s notice), it must have been a young 
D. leucogenys. Ho other species of Dicrurus is known to occur in 
the Malay peninsula, at least near Penang. Blyth’s title is too 
doubtful to be applied to any species. 

Hext come three species which may be termed Ashy or Grey 
Drongos. Ho two authors agree about these birds, and unanimous 
agreement regarding them will probably never be reached. In my 
opinion there are three distinct species in India and Burma, and 
no more. The differences in the shade of colour and in size in 
these species are correlated with different areas of distribution. 
There is, first, B. longicaudatus , which is found from the Hima- 
layas to Ceylon and east to the Brahmaputra river. The upper 
plumage of this bird may be termed metallic indigo, and the lower 
a dark grey. South of the Brahmaputra, extending to Lower Pegu 
and Horthern Tenasserim, the foregoing species is replaced by a 
bird the upper plumage of which may be termed bluish grey aud 
the lower ashy grey. This bird is also found in Java, Lombock, 
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and Palawan, and is the Eclolius dneraceits of Horsfield. All 
Hodgson’s birds in the British Museum are the dark continental 
species D. longicandatns , and w ere killed in Nepal or Sikhim, and 
consequently his name (D. pyrrhops) cannot be applied to this pale 
Burmese species, even if a name were required for it, which fortu- 
nately is not the case. The third species is a dark bird inhabiting 
portions of Lower Pegu, all Tenasserim, and the Malay peninsula, 
as far south as Junk Ceylon. Its upper plumage may be termed 
deep ashy indigo and the lower dark grey. This bird has never 
received a name ; it appears to be the Buchan ga leacophcea of 
Vieillot apud Hume. The Dicrmus leucophceus of Vieillot is, how- 
ever, in my opinion, a bird which can never be satisfactorily deter- 
mined, and the continued use of the name can only lead to 
confusion. 

There remain two species which are characterized by the presence 
of a considerable amount of pure white on the lower plumage. 
This character will suffice to separate them from all the other 
Dicruri. They may be separated from each other, not so much by 
the amount of white on the lower parts as by the colour of the 
throat and breast and the upper plumage. 

In Dicrurus the bill is stout, sharply carinated, and covered at 
the base by thick-set feathers, w hich partially conceal the nostrils. 
There is no crest or tuft on the head. The tail is well forked, the 
outermost feather exceeding the middle pair by a distance of from 
one to two and a half times the length of the tarsus. The outer 
tail-feathers have a slight curl upwards. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Entire plumage deep glossy black ; the lower 

plumage sometimes mixed with white. 
a 1 . Outermost tail-feather exceeding middle 
pair by a distance about equal to tarsus. 
b\ Outermost tail-feather exceeding middle 
pair by a distance greater than twice 
tarsus 

b. Upper plumage deep indigo. 

c\ Lower plumage uniform dark grey. 

a Outermost tail-feather exceeding mid- 
dle pair by more than 2 inches ; length 

of tail 5*5 to 7 inches 

b". Outermost tail-feather exceeding mid- 
dle pair by much less than 2 inches ; 

length of tail 4*9 to 5*5 inches 

d'. Lower plumage partially white. 

c". Throat and breast grey 

d". Throat and breast dark brown 

c. Upper plumage bluish grey. 

e\ Lores or 'whole side of head white or 

whitish 

f . Lores blackish ; sides of head similar to 
upper plumage 


1). annectent , p. 312. 
D. ater, p. 312. 


2). Icmgicaudatus, p. 314. 

I). niyrescens, p. 315. 

D. candescent, p. 316. 
D . leueopygialis , p. 316. 

D. lettcogenys . p. 317. 
D. cinemcem, p. 318. 



312 


DIOETJBlDiE. 


326. Dicrurus anuecteus. The Crow-billed Drongo 

Buchanga annectans, 1 lodge. Ind. Rev. i, p. 326 (1837). 

Edolius affinis, Myth, J. A. & B. xi, p. 174 (1842). 

Dicrurus balicassius (Linn.), Blyth, Cat. p. 202 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 152 ; Jerd. B . 1. i, p. 430; Hume, A F. ii, p. 209. 

Dicrurus annectens (Hodgsi), Blyth fy Wald. Birds Burm. p. 131 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 231 ; Tweedd. Ibis , 1878, p. 72 ; Hume 
# Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 213, 509 ; Hume , Cat . no. 279 ; Oates , S. F. 
x, p. 201 ; id. B . B. i, p. 217. 

Coloration . The whole plumage black glossed with steel-blue, 
except on the lores, ear-coverts, the inner webs of the quills, axil- 
laries, and under wing-coverts. 

Birds not quite adult have the axillaries and under wing-coverts 
tipped with white, and birds still younger have the under tail- 
coverts also tipped with white. 

Young birds of the year have the whole lower plumage from the 
breast to the tail barred with white. 

The change from the young to the adult plumage consists en- 
tirely in the gradual disappearance of the white marks on the 
lower plumage ; but there is a tendency to retain these marks in 
some degree even in old age ; and birds entirely black are com- 
paratively seldom met with. 

Bill and legs black ; iris brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 10*5 ; tail up to 5*5 ; wing 5*6 ; tarsus # 8 ; bill 
from gape 1 -2. 

Distribution . The lower levels of Nepal and Sikhim, extending 
into the plains of Oudh ; thence along the base of the Himalayas 
to Dibrugarh in Assam. From this Province the species apparently 
extends through Burma and the Malay peninsula to Singapore and 
Sumatra ; but it has only been recorded with certainty from Lower 
Pegu, the southern portion of Tenasserim, and Malacca. It is 
found in Cochin China. 

This species appears to be, in some measure, migratory ; but its 
movements are cum cult to trace. I have seen birds killed in Oudh 
from December* to February; at Dibrugarh in June; in Lower 
Pegu in October; in Tenasserim from November to May; and at 
Malacca from August to April. I have seen D. annectens in Pegu 
only in October. 

Habits , Sfc. From what I observed of this bird in Pegu, its habits 
do not differ in any respect from those of the next. Nothing is 
known of its nidification. 


327. Dicrurus ater. The Black Drongo . 

Muscicapa atra, Hermann , Obs. Zool. p. 208 (1804). 

Dicrurus macrocercus, VieiU. Horn, Diet. d'Hist. Nat . ix, p. 588 
0-S17) ; Blyth , Cat . p. 202 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 427 ; MacMaster, 
J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 210. * ' 
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Edolius forficatus, Horsf. Trans . Linn. Soe. xiii, p. 144 (1821). 
Buchanga albirictus, Hodgs . Ind. Rev. i, p. 326 (1837) ; Hume, N. <§- 
R. p. 186. 

Dicrurus minor, Blyth , Zayartf, A. M. N. H. (2) xiii, p. 129 (1854). 
Dicronrus longus, Temm., Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 852 (I860) ; Horsf. 

4* M. Cat. i, p. 152; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99. 
Dicrurus cathcecus, Swinh. JP. Z. S. 1871, p. 377. 

Dicrurus albirictus ( Hodgs .), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 97. 

Buchanga atra (Her?n.), Blyth Wald. Birds Burm. p. 129; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 246 ; Hume fy JDav. & F. vi, p. 213 ; Andei's. 
Yunnan Raped., Aves, p. 653 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 386 ; Hume f 
Cat. no. 278 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 270 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 218 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 154 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 98. 

Dicrurus ater (Herm.), Oates in Hume's N. R. 2nd ed. i, p. 198. 


The Common Dro7igo-Sh'ike, Jerd. ; Kolsa, Bojanga, Bychanga , Hind, 
in the South ; Finga, Beng. ; Japal Kalchit , Punj. ; Kunich, Kalcolachi, 
Sind ; Thampal in the N. W. P. ; Kotical in the Deccan ; Yeti-inta, Bara - 
diva-jam, Ba&sala-poli-gadu, Tel. ; KwrrirKwrrumah , Tam. ; Kari-Kumivi, 
Tam. in Ceylon. 



Fig. 95. — Head of B. ater . 

Coloration . The whole plumage deep black, everywhere glossed 
with steel-blue ; a small white spot sometimes present close to the 
angle of the gape. 

The young have the wings and the lower plumage brownish, and 
all the feathers of the lower plumage and under wing- coverts tipped 
with white. 

. It is only when very old that this species is entirely hlack. Pew 
birds are without white tips to the under tail-coverts. 

Bill black ; iris red ; feet and claws black. 

Length about 12*5 ; tail 6 to 7 ; wing up to 6 ; tarsus *85 ; bill 
from gape 1-15. 

The causes which govern the presence or absence of the wirite 
rictal spot are not yet known. This white spot is occasionally 
present in Chinese specimens, contrary to what is usually asserted. 

The Black Drongo has been regarded by many ornithologists as 
separable into several races. In my opinion the differences of size 
and minor details of structure which exist in birds from various 
localities are not greater than might be expected from a species of 
this size — the length of tail, one of the points frequently insisted 
upon, ranging from 6 to 7 inches only, and the length of wing 
varying still less. 
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Distribution. The whole of India from Afghanistan to Assam, 
and from the Himalayas to Ceylon; the whole of the eastern 
portion of the Empire from Assam to the extreme south of Tenas- 
serim. On the Himalayas this bird is found up to 5000 feet or 
even higher. It extends into China, Siam, and Cochin China. It 
appears to be absent from the Malay peninsula. 

This Drongo is a partial migrant in many parts of the Empire, 
such as Assam and Pegu, and is more common in these Provinces 
during the cold weather than at other times. 

Habits , fyc. The King-Crow, as this species is termed by many 
m India, is a common and familiar bird, being found in the neigh- 
bourhood of bungalows and throughout the open and cultivated 
parts of the country. It perches on any exposed and command- 
ing point it _can find, and swoops on passing insects, frequently 
resting on the ground a second or two to complete its capture, 
and returning to its original or a similar perch close by. The 
note of this bird is metallic and very pleasant. The King-Crow 
breeds chiefly during May, June, and July. The nest is placed in 
a leafy bough of a tree, and is composed of fine twigs and grass- 
stems woven together and covered exteriorly with a good deal of 
cobweb. The eggs, usually four, but occasionally five, in number, 
are of two types: one is pure spotless white, the other pale 
salmon-colour with brownish-red spots. They measure 1*01 by 
*75. 


328. Dicrurus longicaudatus. The Indian Ashy Drongo. 

Dicrurus longicaudatus, A. Hay , Jwdon, Madr . Journ. L. 8. xiii, 
pt. ii, p. 121 (1845) ; Blyth, Cat p. 202 ; Horsf. ty M. Cat. i, 
p. 152 ; Jet'd. B. I. i, p. 430 ; Stoliczka , J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, 
p. 27 ; Oates in Humes N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 203. 

Dicrurus pyrrhops, Hodgs. in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844) (no 
description). 

Dicrurus cinerascens, Cray, Cat . Mamm. tyc. Nepal, p. 98 (1846). 

Dicrurus himalayanus, Tytler, Ibis , 1868, p. 200. 

Buchanga waldeni, Beavan , Ibis , 1868, p. 497. 

Buchanga longicaudata (A. Hay), Hume, N. $ JE. p. 189 ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. lii, p. 249 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl . p. 380 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 280 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 270. 

Buchanga pyrrhops (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 251, 

Buchanga longicauda (Hay), Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 154. 

The Long-tailed Drongo, Jerd. ; Sahim or Sahim-pho , Lepch. ; Che- 
chum, Bhut. ; Eilfinga, Beng. ,* Erratoo valm htruvi, Tam. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage metallic indigo; lower 
plumage dark grey ; frontal feathers and lores blackish. 

The young are dark brown ; on assuming the plumage of the 
adult the feathers of the under tail-coverts and under wing-coverts 
are tipped with white, and these white tips are gradually lost with 
age. 

Bill, legs, and claws black ; iris red. 
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Length about 12 ; tail up to 7, but usually between 5*5 and 6*5 ; 
wing up to 5*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 1-1 ; depth of fork of 
tail more than two inches. 

Large and small specimens of this species occur in the same 
place; for instance the tail varies thus: — Nepal 6*2-6*6; Sikhirn 
5*6-6*3; Simla5*9-6*4; Bombay 6*1- 7*0; Belgaum 6*2-7*0; Etawah 
6*0-6*3 ; Dollah 6*2-6*8 ; Ceylon 5*6-5*8. The wing varies from 
5 in Ceylon to 5*8 in Belgaum, Sikhirn, and Dollah. The colour 
of all continental birds, large or small, is absolutely the same. 

Distribution. The whole of India from the Hazara country to 
Assam, north of the Brahmaputra river, and from the Himalayas 
to Ceylon. The only portion of this vast tract from which this 
species appears to be absent is Sind, Gkizerat, and portions of 
Bajputana. On the Himalayas it is found as high as 10,000 feet, 
and Stoliczka observed it far up the valley of the Sutlej river. On 
the east the river Brahmaputra appears to be everywhere its limit, 
the Drongo of Dacca and Shillong being D. cinerctceus. 

Halits , Sfc. Very similar to those of D. ater , but the present 
species is more frequently found in forests and well-wooded 
localities, and less frequently near houses. It perches habitually 
on the summit of trees and takes longer swoops, rarely touching 
the ground. It breeds chiefly in May and June, constructing its 
nest high up in trees. The eggs are of various types, but on the 
whole resemble the spotted eggs of D. ater and measure *95 
by *74. 


329. Dicrurus nigrescens. The Tenasserim Ashy Drongo . 

Buchanga intermedia ( BlytJi ), Walden, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 545 ; Oates, 
8. F. v, p. 149. 

Buchanga longicaudata (Hay), Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 213 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 220. 

Dicrurus nigrescens ( Oates), Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 208. 

Coloration . Above dark metallic ashy indigo ; below dark grey ; 
the lores and frontal feathers blackish. 

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet black. 

Length about 10*5 ; tail 4*9 to 5*5 ; wing up to 5*4 ; tarsus *7 ; 
bill from gape 1*05 ; depth of fork of tail much less than 2 inches. 

Distribution. From about a line connecting Bangoon, Pegu town, 
Thatone, aud Pahpoon to the extreme south of Tenasserim, and 
thence to Junk Ceylon, the most southern point from which I have 
seen this species. 

Habits , &c. Similar to those 6f D. longicauclaius. I found a nest 
of this Drongo at Kyeikpadein near Pegu on the 27th April, con- 
taining four eggs, which were white marked with pale purple, and 
measured about *89 by *7. 
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330. Dicrurus caerulescens. The White-bellied Drongo . 

Lanius ceerulescens, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 134 (1766). 

Lanius cseruleus, Mull. Syst. Nat Suppt p. 72 (1776). 

Dicrurus cseiulescens ( Linn .), Blyth , Cat p. 203 ; Horsf. ty M. Cat. 
i,_p. 164 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 482 ; Butler , S. F. iii, p. 466 ; Oates in 
Hume's N 8f B. 2nd ed. i, p. 209. 

Dicrurus cseruleus (Mull.), Hume , N.fyB. p. 191. 

Buchanga cssrulescens (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat B. M. iii, p, 262 ; Ball, 
S. F. vii, p. 211 ; Hume , Cat . no. 281 ; Scully, S . F. viii, p. 271 ; 
Beid, S. F. x, p. 38 ; Davidson , S. F. x, p. 803 ; Davison, t. c. p. 36G ; 
Bames, Birds Bom. p. 165. 

Phari buchanga, Dhapri, Hind. ; D’houli, Beng. ; Nella (or Honda) 
passda poligadu, Tel. 

Coloration. Upper plumage deep indigo ; throat and breast grey; 
abdomen, flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts white ; the axillaries 
frequently tipped white. 

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet blackish (Hume Coll.). 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*6 to 5*5 ; wing 4*5 to 5*5 ; tarsus *75 ; 
bill from gape 1*05 ; depth of fork of tail about 1*5 inches. 

Distribution. Almost the whole of India proper, extending into 
Ceylon and ascending the Himalayas up to about 6000 feet. The 
north-western limits of this species appear to be a line drawn 
roughly from Outch to Grarhw41, and its eastern boundary the 
meridian of longitude traversing the eastern portion of the Baj- 
mehal hills. 

Habits , dfc. A considerable number of these birds appear to 
spend the summer in the Himalayas and the winter in the plains ; 
but many are no doubt resident in the latter, for they have been 
known to breed there, and their nests have been found in July. 
This Drongo frequents open jungle. The nest is described by 
Thompson as resembling that of D. ater , and it is built in the 
Himalayas near the top of moderate-sized trees in May and June. 
In Khandesh this species appears to breed in June and July. The 
eggs have not been described. 

The White-bellied Drongo is said by Butler to have a rich Oriole- 
like note. 


331. Dicrurus leucopygialis. The White-vented Drongo . 

Dicrurus leucopygialis, Blyth, J. A. S.B . xv, p. 298 (1846) ; id. Cat 
p. 203 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f B. 2nd ed. i, p. 209. 

Buchanga leucopygialis (Blyth), Holdsw. P.Z. S. 1872, p. 489; Sharpe 
Cat M. M. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 374 ; id. Cat. no. 281 bis : 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 392, pi. 16/ 

Buchanga insularis, Sharpe, Cat. B . M. iii. p. 263 : Hume. S. F. vii. 
p. 374; id. Cat. no. 281 ter. ’ ’ 

Howda or Hawuda Faniha, Ceyl. 

Coloration . Upper plumage deep indigo; throat, breast, and 
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abdomen dark brown, the lower part of the abdomen frequently 
mixed with white; vent and under tail-coverts generally white, 
sometimes merely albescent; occasionally only the under tail- 
coverts are white. 

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet blackish ( Hume Ooll.). 

Of the same dimensions as D. ccerulescens. 

The amount of white on the lower plumage of this and D. cceru- 
lescens is variable, and occasionally a bird is met with which might, 
as regards this character, be assigned indifferently to one or the 
other species, but the colour of the throat and breast will, in these 
cases, be a safe guide to identification. 

Distribution . Ceylon only. 

Habits, Sfc. This species breeds from March to May, constructing 
its nest in a tree at a considerable height from the ground. The 
eggs, two to four in number, are whitish marked with red, and 
measure about -93 by *7. 


332. Dicrttrus leucogenys. The White-cheeked Drongo . 

? Dicrurus intermedius, Blyth, J. A. S. B . xv, p, 298 (1846). 

Dicrurus cineracens ( Horsf .), apud Blyth, Cat p. 203. 

Buckanga, leucogenyd, Walden , A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 219 (1870) ; id. 
in Blyth 1 s Birds JBurm. p. 131 ; Sharpe , Cat. JB. M. iii, p. 251 ; 
Tweedd. Ibis , 1878, p. 69 ; Hume $ Lav. S. F. vi, p. 216 ; Hume, 
Cat no. 280quat. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 222. 

Dicrurus leucophseus ( Vieili.), apud Hume , S. F. ii, p. 210. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage clear pale bluish grey; the 
shafts of the tail and quills and the tips of the first six or seven 
primaries black; lores, ear-coverts, and a space round the eye 
pure white ; forehead and nasal bristles black ; lower plumage like 
the upper but paler, and the vent and under tail-coverts albescent ; 
under wing-coverts white tinged with grey. 

Young birds have the white of the face less pure and smaller in 
extent, but even in the youngest birds the lores are white or 
whitish; the upper plumage, wings, and tail are suffused with 
brown, rendering the black shafts less conspicuous; the under 
wing-coverts are grey tipped with white. 

Legs, feet, claws, bill, and eyelids black ; iris pale lake to crimson 

(Davison). 

Length about 105 ; tail 5*7 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus *7 5 ; bill from 
gape l'l. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Mergui southwards; the Anda- 
man Islands. This species extends down the Malay peninsula to 
Singapore, and eastwards to Siam, Cochin China, and China, and 
it is found even in Japan. It is stated to be a migratory bird. 

Habits , 4'c. According to Davison this Drongo is a forest 
species, but it is also found in clearings, and it has the usual 
habits of the genus. 
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333. Dicrurus cineraceus. The Grey Dronyo . 

Edolius cineraceus, Horsf 'Trans. Linn, , Soc. xiii, p. 145 (1821). 

Buchanga mouhoti, Walden, A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 220 (1870). 

Buchanga wallacei, Walden , A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 220 (1870). 

Dicrurus longicaudatus (H ay), Hume , 8. F. iii, p, 97. 

Dicrurus leucophaeus (VieUl.), Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 99. 

Buchanga cineracea (Horsf,), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 250. 

Buchanga longicaudata (Hay), Anders. Yunnan Expect., Aves, p. 654. 

Buchanga leucophsea ( Vieill.), Oates , B. B. i, p, 221. 

Buchanga pyrrhops (Hodgs.), Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 99. 

Coloration. Prontal plumes and lores black ; the whole plumage 
bluish grey, glossy aboye, paler underneath and without gloss ex- 
cept on the breast; upper wing-coverts centred darker; quills 
more or less brown, tinged with ashy on the outer webs ; tail clear 
bluish grey, the shafts black and the tips brownish. 

Bill black ; mouth dusky flesh -colour ; iris crimson; feet and 
claws black ; in the young the iris is brown. 

Length 11 ; tail 5-3 to 6-5 ; wing 5-2 to 5*75 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Erom the Brahmaputra river and the eastern branch 
of the Ganges delta down to Lower Pegu and N orthern Tenas- 
serim. The southern limit of this species, so far as the specimens 
t have examined serve to show it, is a line drawn from Pegu town 
to Thatone and on to Pahpoon. D. nigrescens is also found along 
this line, and both species procured at the above places are quite 
typical and distinct one from the other. Wardlaw Ramsay obtained 
D. cineraceus in Karennee and the Toungngoo hills. It extends 
into Siam. It is not found in any portion of the Malay peninsula, 
but it reappears in Java, Loinbock, and Palawan. 

D. stigmatops , Sharpe, is a very distinct species of this type, 
with the lores pure white. It is found in Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits , Sfc. This species frequents forests and the better wooded 
parts of the country. I did nob succeed in finding its nest in Pegu, 
and nothing is known .of its nidification. 


Genus CHAPTIA, Hodgs., 1837. 

The genus Chaptia resembles Dicrurus in many respects. It 
differs chiefly in its very depressed and flattened bill, and in the 
pointed character of the feathers of the crown and hind neck. The 
plumage is very glossy. The tail is much forked, the middle pair 
of feathers reaching very little beyond the middle of the tail. 

334. Chaptia mnea. The Bronzed Dronyo . 

Dicrurus sendua, Vieill. Houv . Diet rfHist . Hat. ix, p. 586 (1817). 

Chaptia malayensis, A. Hay , Blyth, J.A. 8. B. xv, p. 294 (1846) • 
Blyth, Cat . p. 200; Horsf. fy M. Cat i, p. 393; Tioeedd . Ibis I 
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1877, p. 315 ; Sharpe, Gat B. M. iii, p. 244 ; Hume §• Dai\ S. F. 
vi, p. 218 ; Hume , Cat no. 282 bis. 

Chaptia senea ( VieilL), Blyth , Cat p. 200 ; Horsf. § M. Cat i, p. 159 ; 
Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 433 ; Hume , N. fy B. p. 192 ; td. S. F. iii, p. 100 ; 
Armstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 320; Sharpe, Cat B. M. iii, p. 243; 
Anders. Yunnan Biped., Aves, p. 652 ; HumefyDav. S. F. vi, p. 217; 
Hume, Cat. no. 282 ; Oates, S. F. viii, p. 166 ; Scully , 8. F. viii, 
p. 272 ; Bingham, S. F. is, p. 173 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 223 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 156 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 100 ; Oates in Hume’s H. § 
j E. 2nd ed. i, p. 210. 

Buckanga, Beng. ; Ckota Kesraj at Gorakhpur ; Chaptia , Nep. 

Coloration. The whole plumage black glossed with metallic 
bronze or lilac ; lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts dull 
brownish ; under wing-coverts generally tipped white, the axillaries 
less frequently so. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris red or reddish. 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 4-5 to 6 ; wing 4-2 to 5 ; tarsus ‘65 ; bill 
from gape 1. 

It seems impossible to separate the race of this bird which in- 
habits India and the greater part of Burma from the race which 
is found in Southern Tenasserim, the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, 
and Borneo. Typical specimens may be selected from the Himar 
layas and from Sumatra which present certain points of difference, 
but these are by no means striking, and the two varieties are 
connected together by other specimens which it is difficult to assign 
to either race. 

Birds of this species from India have the wing of the average 
length of 4-7 inches. In Tenasserim the wings of this bird average 
the same, but some few specimens can be found with wings no 
longer than 4*2, and in Sumatra we meet with wings measuring 4'4. 
The tails vary immensely in length even in the same localities. In 
Sumatra they range from 4 to 4-2, and in India they ordinarily 
measure 4*7 ; but a remarkably fine Sikhim bird has the tail actually 
6*2 in length, and others from the same place have it no longer 
than 4*4. I think, therefore, that we may discard size as a cha- 
racter by which the two races may be separated. 

With regard to colour, Indian birds have a perceptible grey 
dulness on the rump, and they have the abdomen generally, but 
not always, greyish. Sumatran birds have the rump as black and 
as glossy as the other parts of the upper plumage, and the abdo- 
men, as a rale, dark-coloured. They have, moreover, a lilac gloss 
on the upper plumage, which is generally absent in Indian birds, 
but some fine Sikhim specimens show traces of it. There are no 
other differences between the two races. 

Distribution . The western portion of India from Travancore up 
to Khandala ; the Himalayas from Mussooree to the extreme end 
of the Assam valley ; Eastern Bengal ; thence through the entire 
eastern portion of the Empire, ranging down the Malay peninsula 
to Sumatra and Borneo. 
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Jerdon records this bird from the Bastar country in the Central 
Provinces, where, however, it has not again been observed either by 
Ball or any other ornithologist. 

Halits , Sfc. This species is found in forest country, from the level 
of the sea up to 7000 or 8000 feet. It takes its station on the 
summit of lofty trees, and swoops on insects with a very graceful 
flight, returning to the same perch. It breeds from April to June, 
constructing its nest, which is made of grass and vegetable fibres 
overlaid with cobwebs, in the fork of a branch at a considerable 
height from the ground. The eggs, three in number, are pinkish 
marked with red and purplish, and measure about *82 by *61. 


Genus CHIBIA, Hodgs., 1837. 

In Chibia the bill is considerably lengthened, pointed, and curved 
downwards, in order that it may be inserted into flowers, upon the 
contents of which, such as nectar and insects, the birds of this 
genus largely feed. 

The plumage of Chibia is excessively brilliant, and the feathers 
of the sides of the neck are greatly lengthened and pointed. Some 
half a dozen hairs, several inches in length, spring in a buneh from 
the posterior part of the crown, which is otherwise smooth and free 
from any tuft. The tail is nearly square, and the tips of the outer- 
most feathers are much curved upwards. 

335. Chibia hottentotta. The Hair-crested Drongo. 

Corvus hottentottus, Linn . Syst. Nat i, p. 155 (1766). 

Chibia hottentotta (Linn.), JBlyth, Cat p. 200 ; Jerd, B. I. i, p. 439 ; 
Hume , N. fyE. p. 194 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 101 j Sharpe, Cat B. M. iii, 
p* 235 ; Anders. Yunnan Beeped., Aves , p. 651 $ Tweedd. Ibis , 1878, 
p. 73 ; Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 222 ; Hume , Cat no. 286 ; Oates , 
8. F. viii, p. 167 ; Sadly, S. F viii, p. 272 ; Bingham, 8. F, ix, 
p. 174 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 367 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 227 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 157 : Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 102 : Oates in Humds 
N.$E. 2nd ed. i, p. 213. 

Dicrurus (Chibia) hottentota (Linn.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p, 157. 

Krishna-raj or Kisherrw'aj or Kesraj, Beng. & Hind. ; Eesya , Jobraj, 
Nep. ; Povong-pho, Lepch, ; Yentika passala poligadu , Tel. 

Coloration . The whole plumage black, with metallic blue reflec- 
tions on the crown and the hackled feathers of the neck and breast ; 
wing-coverts and outer webs of the quills and tail-feathers glossed 
with metallic bronze. 

Iris dark brown ; bill, legs, and claws black. 

Length 12-5 ; tail 6 ; wing up to 7 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 
1*6. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from the ‘Wynaad to 
Mahableshwar ; Baipur ; Sambalpur; Chutia Nagpur; the Hima- 
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layas from Garhwal to the extreme east of Assam ; southern and 
eastern Bengal, thence extending through Assam and Burma nearly 
to the extreme southern point of Tenasserim. This species does 
not appear to ascend the Himalayas to any great height, probably 
not above 3000 feet. The same, or a closely allied, form is found 
in China (C. brevirostris, Cab.). 

Habits , Sfc. This Drongo is found only in forests or well-wooded 
localities, generally in small flocks, feeding on high trees. Its food 
consists in great measure of insects which harbour in flowers, and 
it catches insects on the wing less habitually than the other 
Drongos. It breeds from April to J une, constructing a cradle- 
like nest at the extreme tip of a branch, generally at a great height 
from the ground. Those nests which I found in Pegu were 
secured with great difficulty. The eggs, generally three in number, 
are white or pinkish, marked with reddish brown or purple. They 
measure about 1*12 by *81. 


Genus DISSEMIIROIDES, Hume, 1873. 

The genus Dissemuroides differs from Dicrurus in possessing a 
tuft of hair-like feathers about half an inch long springing from 
the forehead. It contains two species which merely differ from 
each other in size. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Tail 6*5 ; wing 5*3 Z). andamanensis , p. 321. 

b. Tail 8 ; wing 5*8 JD. dicruriformis, p. 322. 



Fig. 96. — Head of D. andamanensis. 


336. Dissemuroides andamanensis. The Small Andamanese 

Drongo . 

Dicrurus andamanensis, Tytler , Beamn, Ibis , 1867, p. 323. 

Buchanga (Dicrurus) andamanensis (Tytler'), Ball, J. A. 8. B. xli, 
pt. ii, p. 282 ; id. 8 . F. i, p. 00. 
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Buchanga andamanensis ( Tytl .), Wald. Ibis , 1873, p. 310. 

Diasemuroides andamanensis (Tytl), Hume , S. F. ii, p. 211 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. JB. M. iii, p. 255 ; Tweedd. Ihis , 1878, p. 77 ; Hume , Cat. no. 
283 ter. 

Coloration . Black with a greenish-blue gloss over most o£ the 
plumage ; primaries and secondaries brown; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries tipped with white. 

Bill, legs, and feet black; iris hair-brown, sometimes very deep 
and almost blackish ( Hume ). 

Length about 11*5 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 5*3 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape 1-3 ; depth of fork of tail about 2. 

Distribution . Port Blair and Macpherson’s Straits and probably 
other parts of the Andaman Islands. 

Habits , Sfc. Apparently the same as those of Dicrurus cuter. 


337. Diasemuroides dicruriformis. The Large Andamanese 
Drongo. 

Dissemuroides dicruriformis, Hume, S. F. i, p. 408 (1873); ii, 
p. 211 ; Sharpe, Cat. B . M. iii, p. 255 ; Ttoeedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 77 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 283 bis. 

Coloration . Resembles D. andamanensis in all respects except 
that of size. 

Bill, legs, and feet black; iris dark brown (Hume). 

Length about 14 ; tail 8 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 
1-45. 

Distribution. The Great Coco and Table Islands in the Andaman 
group. 

Habits , Sfc. Davison remarks that this species has the habits of 
the Dicrurl 


Genus DISSEMTJRTJLUS, n. gen. 

I propose the above generic name for a bird which has hitherto 
been tossed about between the genera Dissemurus, Dissemuroides , 
and Dierums. Dissemurulus lophorhinus, the type and sole member 
of the genus, is characterized by the possession of a tuft of ordinary 
feathers, about half an inch long, on the forehead. This character 
separates it from the last two genera mentioned above, and it is 
separated from Dissemurus by the deeply forked tail, the outermost 
feathers of which are neither produced to an extraordinary 
length, nor have a hare shaft with a short length of terminal web. 

338. Dissemurulus lophorhinus. The Ceylon Black Drongo. 

Dicrurus lopkorinus, Vieill. Nouv. Did . d'Hist. Nat. ix, p. 587 
(1817) ; Walden, Ibis, 1867, p. 468. 

Diorurus edoliformis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 297 (1846) : id. Cat. 
p. 202 ; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 305. 
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Dissemuroides edoliiformis ( Blyth ), Sharpe , Cat . B. M. iii, p. 256 ; 
Ticeedd. Ibis, 1878, 5 . 78. 

Dissemuroides lophorhinus ( VieilL), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 375 ; id. 
Cat . no. 283 quat. 

Dissemurus lophorhinus ( VieilL ), Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 396, pi. 17. 
Dissemurulus lophorhinus { T r .), Oates in Hume's N. $ F. 2nd ed, i, 
p. 215. 

Kowda, Kapvta baya, Ceyl. 



Fig. 97. — Head of D. lophorhiims. 


Coloration. The whole plumage black, highly glossed with blue 
and green on the tips and margins of the feathers, except on the 
abdomen and flanks 5 under \ung-eorerts and axiilaries tipped with 
white. 

Iris dull brownish red or dark yellowish red ; bill, legs, and feet 
black {Legge). 

Length about 14; tail about 8 ; wing 65 tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*4 ; depth of fork of tail 2*5. 

Distribution . The damp forests of Ceylon up to 3000 feet. 

Habits , 4'c. According to Legge this Drongo breeds in the south 
of Ceylon at the beginning of April, but the nest and eggs are not 
known. 


Genus BHBINGA, Hodgs., 1837. 

With the genus Bhringct we enter upon those Drongos which 
have the outer pair of tail-feathers produced to an extravagant 
length, the middle portion of the shaft being webless. The genus 
Bhringa differs from Dissemurus , the next genus, and the only one 
with which it can be confounded, by having the terminal portion 
of the outer tail-feathers flattened and equally webbed on both 
sides of the shaft. This terminal portion is about four inches in 
length, and the preceding bare portion of the shaft is about three 
times this length. 

Jerdon was in error in stating that the lengthened tail-feathers 
were present only at the breeding-season. Adults after once 
acquiring them, never lose them. The young acquire them at the 
second autumn moult. 

y 2 
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339. Bhringa remifer. The Lesser Bachet-tailed Drongo . 

Edolius remifer, Temm. PL Col. iii, pi. 178 (1823). 

Bhringa tectirostris, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. i, p. 325 (1837) ; Hume , N. fy 
E. p. 193 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 101. 

Bhringa remifer ( Temm.), Blyth } Cat. p. 200; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 159 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 434 ; Blyth $ Wald. Birds Bunn . p. 128 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 257 j Hume fy Dav. 8 . F. vi, p. 218 ; 
Tweedd. Ibis , 1878, p. 80 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped Aves, p. 652 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 283; Oates , B . BA, 224 ; Hume, 8. F. xi,p. 100 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 216, 

Bhringa , Nep.; Nambong punnong, Lepch.; Piadiyapo, Bhut. 



Fig. 98. — Head of B. remifer . 


Coloration. The entire plumage black, the head, neck, throat, 
and breast glossed with metallic violet, the back and the outer webs 
of the quills and tail-feathers with metallic blue; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries tipped with white. 

Iris red; bill, legs, and claws black ; eyelids plumbeous. 

Length to end of middle tail-feathers about 11 ; tail to end of 
middle feathers about 5*5 ; length of lateral tail-feathers up 
to 21, of which 12 is bare shaft ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape 1-2. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to Assam up to 
5000 feet; thence through the hill-tracts of Assam and throughout 
Burma to Tenasserim, Davison failed to observe this species 
south of Amherst, but Bingham procured it in the Thoungyeen 
valley. It reappears in the mountains of Perak, Sumatra, and 
Java. 

Halits, Sfc. Entirely confined to forest country. This species 
sallies after insects from the summit of the highest trees. It breeds 
in May and June, constructing a shallow nest of small twigs and 
roots in a fork of a branch at a considerable height from the 
ground. The eggs are pinkish, marked with brownish red, and 
measure about 1*05 by *75. 
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Genus DISSEMURUS, Gioger, 1842. 

The genus Dissemurus contains the finest members of the Drongo 
family. The sole species found within our limits varies, however, 
in dimensions and structure throughout its great range, but is 
characterized at all times by the great elongation of the lateral 
tail-feathers, the terminal portion of which is webbed on the 
outside for a distance of about four inches and twisted upwards. 
The web oil the inner side of the shaft is very narrow. The fore- 
head is tufted with feathers of varying length, birds from the 
Himalayas and Central India having the tuft quite two inches in 
length, whereas birds from Southern India and Tenasserim have it 
less than one inch in length. 

340. Dissemurus paradiseus. The Larger Racket-tailed Drongo . 

Cuculus paradiseus, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 172 (1766). 

Lanius malabarieus, Lath. Ind. Oni. i, p. 66 (1700). 

Edolius grandis, Gould , P. Z. S. 1S36, p. 5. 

Chibia malabaroides, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. i, p. 325 (1837). 

Edolius paradiseus ( Linn .), Blyth , Cat. p. 201 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 435. 

Dicrurus (Edolius) paradiseus (Gm.), Horsf. <§* M. Cat. i, p. 155. 

Dicrurus (Edolius) malabarieus (Scop.), Horsf. M. Cat. l, p. 157. 

Edolius malabarieus (Scop.), Jerd. B. I. i, p. 437. 

Edolius affinis, Tytler , Beavan , Ibis, 1867, p. 323. 

Dissemurus malabaroides (Hodgs.) , Hume , N. § B. p. 193 ; id. S. F. 
iii, p. 101 ; Hume § Dai\ S. F. vi, p. 218. 

Dissemurus afiinis (Tytler), Hume, S. F. li, p. 212. 

Dissemurus paradiseus (Linn.), Blyth § Wald. Birds Burm. p. 128 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 258 $ Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 80 ; Hume 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 219 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 399 ; Hone, Cat. 
no. 285 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 203 ; id. B. B. i, p. 225 ; Bames, Birds 
Bom. p. 156 ; Oates in Hume's N. # B. 2nd ed. i, p. 217. 

Dissemurus malabarieus (Scop.), Hume , S. F. iv, p. 395. 

Dissemurus grandis (Gould), Hume, Cat. no. 281 ; Oates, S. F. viii, 
p. 166 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 156 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 101. 

The Large Racket-tailed Drongo, The Malabar Racket-tailed Drongo, 
Jerd.; Bhimraj, Bhring-raj, Hind. ; Kalgia, Nep. ; Tinka jmssala poligadu, 
Tel. ; Hali of the Gonds ; Parvak or Parmk-pho, Lepch. ; Kate-ougal, 
Mahr. ; Maha-Kawu da, Brattu valem Kuruvi, Tarn, in Geyl. ; Hnet-dau , 
Burm. 

Coloration . The whole plumage black, glossed with blue, except 
on the inner webs of the quills, the throat, lower abdomen, and 
vent ; the under wing-coverts and axillaries frequently tipped with 
white. 

Iris red ; bill, feet, and claws black ; iris brown in the young. 

Length up to 26 ; middle tail-feathers 5*5 to 6-5 ; outer tail- 
feathers up to 20 ; wing 5*S to 7 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 
1*5 to 1*8 ; crest up to 2. 

I believe that it is impossible to separate the larger bird from 
the Himalayas and Central India from the smaller one from 
Southern India and Tenasserim, as the two forms are connected 
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together by birds from Khandesh on the one hand and from Pegu 
on the other. The question has been fully discussed by Hume 
and Sharpe, the former separating the two races, and the latter 
uniting them. 

Distribution . The western parts of India from G-odhra in the 
Panch Mahals to Travancore ; Ceylon ; the Nellore ghats ; the 
Tributary Mehals of Orissa; Chutia Nagpur; Sambalpur and 
Eaipur; lower Bengal and the Sundarbans; the Himalayas from 
Kumaun to Assam, and thence through Burma to the extreme 
south of Tenasserim. In the latter locality this Drongo is found 



Fig. 99. — Head of D. paradises. 


in a small form, which becomes still further reduced in size in 
the Malay peninsula. This small Malay race has been named 
D. platurus . 

Habits, <$fc. This species inhabits forests and well-wooded 
localities, and is more sociable than the other Drongos, being 
found either in pairs or in parties of four or five. It hawks after 
insects both from lofty stations and from points near the ground. 
It has a very fine song. . The breeding-season lasts from April to 
June. The nest, which is constructed rather flimsily of twigs, is 
placed high up in branches of trees. The eggs are white or 
pinkish, marked with reddish brown and neutral tint, and measure 
about 1*15 by *82. 
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Family CERTHIID-®. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles perfectly smooth, 
or with a simple notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus 
bilammated, the laminas entire and smooth; wing with ten pri- 
maries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of the fore- 
head, the space between the nostril and the edge of the mandible 
less than the space between the nostril and culmen ; plumage of 
the nestling resembling that of the adult female, but paler ; nostrils 
bare ; rictal bristles absent. 

The Certhiidte comprise the Creepers and the Wrens, two groups 
which are closely allied to each other. With the exception of 
Tichodroma all the Oerthiidce found iu India are resident species 
and have but one moult a year. 

The Oerthiidce have the feathers of the forehead short and closely 
set together, and they have no hairs over the nostrils nor any 
vestige of rietal bristles. The wing varies in shape, being some- 
times, as in Salpornis , extremely pointed and sometimes very blunt 
and rounded, as in the true Wrens. The toes and claws in all are 
much lengthened. The number of tail-feathers varies from twelve 
to six in this family. 

The Oerthiidce are found over a considerable portion of the 
world, and they are probably a very ancient group. 


Key to the Genera . 


a . Tail of 12 feathers. 

a'. Tail composed of stiff, pointed feathers . . 
h'. Tail composed of soft, rounded feathers, 
a". First primary not more than a quarter 

the length of the second 

b". First primary equal to, or longer than, 
halt the second. 

a'". Wing more than four times the 

length of the tarsus 

b"\ Wing less than three times the 
length of the tar&us. 
a 1 . Tail and wing of much the same 

length 

bK Tail very much shorter than the 
wing. 

a J . Toil less graduated, the outer 
feather being three-quarters 
the length of the tail ...... 


Ceuthia, p. 323. 


Saupornis, p. 332. 


Tichodroma, p. 334. 


Sphenocichla, p. 335. 


Anorthura, p. 337. 
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b 5 . Tail more graduated, the outer 
feather being only half the 
length of the tail 

b. Tail of 10 feathers 

c. Tail of 6 feathers - 


Elachuba, p. 339. 
Urocichla, p. 340. 
Pnoepyga, p. 342. 


Genus CERTHIA, Linn., 1766. 

The genus Gerthia contains six Indian species, which are chiefly 
residents on the Himalayas, or migratory to a slight extent from 
higher to lower altitudes or vice versd. 

Gerthia appears to have only an autumn moult, but Biddulph 
(Ibis, 1881), with regard to G. himalayana, speaks of a winter and 
a summer plumage. A large series of skins of this species, how- 
ever, does not support his assertion, and no European writer has 
noticed the fact in regard to C. familiaris. The young are coloured 
like the adult, but they often have on the lower plumage some 
obsolete cross-bars, especially on the sides of the breast. 

The Tree-Creepers, as their name denotes, are found climbing 
the trunks and branches of trees. They feed entirely on insects. 



Tig. 100. — Foot of Certhia. 

They lay spotted eggs, which are deposited in a nest made of 
twigs, grass, and moss in a hole in a tree or behind a piece of 
detached bark. 

In Gerthia the bill is sometimes as long as the head, more fre- 
quently rather shorter, slender, and curved downwards. The 
nostrils are long narrow slits. The wing is ro un ded, the first 
primary being about half the length of the second, which, with the 
third, falls short of the tip of the wing. The tail is longer than 
the wing, and composed of twelve very stiff and pointed feathers, 
and greatly graduated. The tarsus is scutellated, and the toes and 
claws are extremely long. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Tail distinctly cross-barred throughout C. himalayana. p. 329. 

b. Tail plain or nearly so. 

a'. Lower plumage, except the under tail- 

_ . coverts, entirely white C.hodgeoni. p.329. 

b . Chm, throat, and centre of breast and 
abdomen white j remainder of lower 
plumage fulvous-brown C. nepalensis, p. 830. 
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c'. Whole lower plumage earth j brown .... C. discolor, p. 331. 

d'. Chin, throat, and breast buff ; remainder of 

lower plumage earthy brown C. manipurensis , p. 331. 

e\ Chin and throat whitish ; centre of breast 
and abdomen fulvous ; remainder of lower 
plumage deep ferruginous C. stoliczkce , p. 332. 

341. Certhia himalayana. The Himalayan Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia himalayana, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 174; Blyth, Cat. p. 188 ; 
Horsf. ty M. Cat. ii, p. 717 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 380 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 
8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 25 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1872, p. 19 ; Hume . JSf. $ E. 
p. 160 ; Cock 8f Marsh. 8. F. i, p. 351 ; Hume , 8. F. v, p. 78 ; id. 
Cat. iio. 243 ; Biddulph , Ibis, 1881, p. 50 ; Gadoio , Cat. B. M. viii, 
p. 327 } Oates in Hume’s N. fy E, 2nd ed. i, p. 220. 

Coloration. Upper plumage blackish striped with fulvous, the 
wing-coverts tipped with the same ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
strongly tinged with ferruginous ; tail brown, regularly cross- 
barred with black; wings dark brown, all the quills, except the 
first four, with a broad fulvous band, above and below which the 
feathers are blackish ; the quills also tipped fulvous, and with a 
subterminal band on the outer webs near the tip ; a short eyebrow 
fulvous; ear-coverts black; chin and upper throat pure white; 
remainder of lower plumage pale smoky brown. 

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible fleshy ; legs, feet, and 
claws fleshy ; iris dark brown {Davison). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from 
gape -9. 

C. tceniura, found in Samarkand and Central Asia, has a very 
much longer bill. 

Distribution. Throughout the N.'W. Himalayas from Almora to 
Hazara, and through the greater part of Kashmir to Grilgit. This 
bird is found at all elevations, according to season, from the plains 
up to 12,000 feet. In G-ilgit it is found below 6000 feet in winter, 
and in summer it retreats to the forests above. It extends to 
Hunza and Chitral in the north, and Wardlaw Kamsay met with 
it further south in Afghanistan. 

Habits , <$fc. Nests in holes in high trees some forty feet from the 
ground. The eggs are white, with numerous red spots, and 
measure ‘6 by *45. The nests have been found at Murree and in 
Kashmir, but in what months is not recorded. 

342. Certhia hodgsoni. Hodgson's Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia familiaris, Linn, apud Hume fy Henders . Lah. to York. 

p. 180. 

Certhia hodgsoni, Brooks, J.A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 74 (1872) ; Hume , 
N. 8f E. p. 160 ; Brooks , 8. F. iv, p. 273 ; Hume , 8. F. v, pp. 73, 
78 ,* id. Cat. no. 243 bis ; Oates in Hume's A. E. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 220. 

Coloration. Upper plumage ^nd the si<Jes of the head and neck 
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dark brown streaked with rufous, with which are intermingled 
other streaks of black and white ; wing-coverts tipped with pale 
fulvous; rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous; tail reddish 
brown, obsoletely barred near the tip ; wings dark brown, with a 
pale fulvous band across all the quills, except the first four, and 
another blackish band above and below it; most of the quills 
tipped white, and the later ones with a fulvous streak near the 
end of the outer web ; a white superciliuin ; forehead, cheeks, and 
the whole lower plumage white, the under tail-coverts tinged with 
fulvous. 

Iris brown ; bill, legs, and feet flesh-colour {Hume Coll.), 

Length rather 'more than 5; tail 2*6; wing 2*6; tarsus ‘55; 
bill from gape *75. 

This species, closely allied to the English Creeper, C. familiaris , 
may be distinguished from it by the coloration of the fourth pri- 
mary. In C. familiaris the fourth primary is marked with fulvous 
like the others ; in C . hodgsoni the fourth primary is unmarked, 
aud the bill is also longer. 

Distribution . Kashmir, where, according to Brooks, its discoverer, 
this Tree-Creeper occurs sparingly in the pine-woods near the 
snows. Biddulph and Scully met with it in Gilgit and Astor at 
about 10,000 feet in June and July. 

Habits , Sfc. Captain Cock took several nests of this bird at 
Gulmurg and Sonamurg in June. The eggs are very densely 
spotted and measure about *62 by -48. 


343. Certhia nepalensis. The Nepal Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia nipalensis, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A . 8 . B . xiv, p. 581 (1845) ; 
Blyth , Cat. p. 188; Horsf. # M. Cat. ii, p. 718; Jerd. B. I. i, 
p. 381 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 56 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. 
xliii, pt. ii, p. 157 ; Hume, 8, F. v, pp. 76, 78: id. Cat . no. 244 ; 
Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 329. 

Certhia mandebii, Brooks , J. A. 8. B. xlii, pt. ii, p. 256 (1873). 

Coloration . Besembles C. hodgsoni in general coloration, but is 
blacker above ; the tail is plain brown; cheeks, chin, throat, breast, 
and upper abdomen white, the remaining lower plumage fulvous- 
brown. 

Iris brown ; legs horny ; bill blackish above, white below (Blcm- 
ford). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, extending into the 
N4ga Hills. Blanford found this species from 8000 to 13,000 feet 
in the pine-woods of Northern Sikhim, associating with flocks of 
Lophophanes and Phylloscopi. 

Hodgson figures only C. discolor , but in his collection are speci- 
mens also of (7. nepalensis , and both species bear the same number. 
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34 4. Certhia discolor. The SiJchim Tree-Creeper. 

Oerthia discolor, Bh/th, J. A . S. B. xiv, p. 580 (1845) ; id. Cat . 
p. 188 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 718 ; Jerd. B. 1 . i, p. 381 ; Qodw 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 70, 194 ; Hume, S. F. v, pp. 75, 78 ; 
id. Cat . no. 245 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 185 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 85. 
Oerthia nipalensis, Hodgs. ajmd Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xlii, pt. ii, 
p. 255. 

Saddyer-pho, Lepch. 



Fig. 101. — Head of C. discolor. 


Coloration. Upper plumage blackish brown, streaked with ful- 
vous ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail reddish 
brown with red shafts ; wings dark brown with a pale fulvous 
band across all the quills except the first four, and another blackish 
band above and below it ; most of the quills tipped white, and the 
later ones with a fulvous streak near the end of the outer web ; 
lower plumage entirely earthy brown ; under tail-coverts ferrugi- 
nous ; a cheek-stripe rufous, varying in tint ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries white. 

Iris dark brown ; bill dark horn, pale below ; legs pale brown 
( Wardlaw Ramsay ). 

Length 6; tail 3; wing 2*7; tarsus *65; bill from gape *75. 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan as far at least as the 
Daphla Hills ; also across the Brahmaputra valley in the Naga and 
East Naga hills. Wardlaw Eamsay procured this species in 
Karennee, and his specimens are inseparable from Sikhim birds. 
It is noteworthy that Hume obtained the distinct C. manipurensis 
in Manipur. 

345. Certhia manipurensis. Hume's Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia manipurensis, Hume, S. F. x, p. 151 (1881), xi, p. 86. 

Coloration . Resembles C. discolor . Differs in having the chin, 
throat, and upper part of breast pure buff, and the lower abdomen 
buffy grey. The bill is also slightly longer. . 

Legs and feet pale fleshy brown; upper mandible blackish; 
lower mandible very pale fleshy pink ; iris hazel {Hume). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2-7 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

The coloration of the lower plumage of the Creepers is an excel- 
lent differential character, being in most, if not all cases correlated 
with a distinct geographical distribution, so that C. manipurensis 
may be accepted in my opinion as a valid species. 
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Distribution. The Eastern hills of Manipur, where this species was 
obtained by Hume at elevations of from 5000 to 6000 feet. He 
states that it was not very uncommon, though by no means abundant. 

346. Certhia stoliczkae. Stolicz7ca 9 $ Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia stoliczkse, Brooks, J. A. S. B. xlii, pt. ii, p. 256 (1873) ; 

Hume , 8. F. v, pp. 77, 78 ; id. Cat. no. 244 his. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and ear-coverts black 
streaked with fulvous; rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous; 
tail pale reddish brown with reddish shafts ; wing-coverts tipped 
with fulvous; quills dark brown, all but the first four with a pale 
fulvous band, above and below which the feathers are blackish ; 
the quills tipped with buff, and with a subterminal band of the 
same colour on the outer webs ; chin and throat whitish ; feathers 
round the eye, a supercilium, and cheeks buff ; centre of breast 
and abdomen pale fulvous ; sides of the breast and abdomen, vent, 
and under tail-coverts deep ferruginous ; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries pale fulvous. 

Length about 6; tail 3*2; wing 2*8; tarsus *7 5; bill from 
gape ‘7. 

Distribution. Sikhim and Bhutan. 

Genus SALPORNIS, Gray, 1847. 

The genus Salpornis contains only one Indian and one Af rican 
species, and differs in many remarkable respects from Certhia , 
although bearing a great general resemblance to it. It has an 
extremely long, pointed wing, with a minute first primary, and the 
second primary reaches to the tip of the wing. The foot is also 
differently shaped. But the most remarkable feature about Sal- 
pomis is that it builds a cup-shaped nest on a branch of a tree, thus 
deviating entirely from the habits of all other Creepers. The posi- 
tion of this bird requires further investigation. 



Fig. 102. — Foot of Salpornis. 

Salpornis has a bill similar in shape to that of Certhia , but much 
longer. The tarsus is short, and the hind claw is much shorter 
than the hind toe. The tail is composed of twelve soft rounded 
feathers, and nearly square. 

The sexes are alike, and the young are similar to the adult, and 
there is nothing to lead to the belief that there is any spring moult. 
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347. Salpornis spilonota. The Spotted-Grey Creeper, 

Gerthia spilonota, Frankl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 121. 

Salpornis spilonota (Frankl . ) , Jerd. B. 1 i, p. 382 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. 
xxxviii, p. 170; Adam, 8. F i, p. 375; Ball, S. F ii, p. 397; 
JETume, Cat. no. 246 ; Davidson , 8. F. x, p. 300 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. 
viii, p. 330 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 139 ; Oates in Hume* 8 N.fyH. 
2nd ed. i, p. 220. 



, Pig. 103. — Head of 8. spilonota. 

Coloration . Lores and a line behind the eye black ; above these 
a broad white supercilium ; ear-coverts, cheeks, chin, and throat 
white; crown ashy brown streaked with white; the whole upper 
plumage and wing-coverts black spotted with white; quills dark 
brown, spotted with white on both webs and partially barred with 
blackish ; tail black, barred with white, the bars interrupted at the 
shaft, and the middle feathers ashy down the middle; lower 
plumage pale fulvous barred with black. 

The young appear to resemble the adults. 

Legs and feet blackish plumbeous ; bill blackish, light below ; 
iris dark brown (Hume). 

Length about 6; tail 2*3; wing '3*5; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. Throughout a considerable portion , of the plains of 
India, from the foot of the Himalayas southwards to near the 
Kistna river. On the west the limits of this species appear to be 
Gurgaon, Sambhar, Ajmere, and Abu. Further south it has been 
met with at Dhnlia in Khandesh, and Blanford records it froui 
Chanda, Sironcha, and the Godavari \ alley. Ball obtained it at 
Sambalpur and at various localities in Chutia Nagpur, and I have 
seen a specimen collected in Behar, but in what particular part of 
it was not recorded. Our knowledge of the distribution of this 
peculiar bird is therefore far from satisfactory. 

Habits , fyc. Blanford writes : — “ These birds keep to the largest 
trees, running round the stems in all directions and flying with a 
steady flight, not unlike that of a Woodpecker, but swifter and 
more elegant. They have a whistling note/' Mr. Cleveland found 
the nest in Gurgaon on the 16th April. It was placed on a hori- 
zontal bough of a tree and attached to a vertical shoot. It was 
cup-shaped, and composed of bits of leaf-stalk and leaves, chips of 
bark, and the dung of caterpillars, bound together by cobwebs ; it 
was very firm and elastic. The nest contained two young birds 
and one egg. This latter was greenish white, with a ring of 
blackish-brown specks round the large end, and a few specks over 
the remainder of the shell. It measured *68 by "53. 
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Genus TICHODROMA, Illiger, 1811. 

x The genus Tichodroma contains only the well-known "Wall- 
Creeper, which is found as a winter -visitor to the Himalayas and 
more rarely to the neighbouring plains. 

The Wall-Creeper, in addition to a complete autumn moult, has 
a partial one in the spring by which the colour of the chin and 
throat is changed. The sexes are said to differ slightly from each 
other in summer, but I have not been able to examine summer- 
plumaged females. The young birds resemble the adults in winter 
plumage very closely, but they have more spots on the wings, and 
these of a rufous colour instead of white, and they have less crimson 
on the wing. 

Tichodroma has a very long, slender, and almost straight bill, 
longer than the head, and the nostrils are Jong narrow slits. The 
wing is extremely large, but rounded, not pointed, the first primary 
being about half the length of the second, and the second and third 
falling short of the tip of the wing. The tail, composed of twelve 
soft feathers, is about half the length of the wing, and rounded 
very slightly. The tarsus is smooth, and the hind claw longer 
than its toe. 


348. Tichodroma nmraria. The Wall-Creeper. 

Certhia nmraria, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 184 (1766). 

Tichodroma muraria (Lin?}.\ Blytii, Cat . p. 189 ; Horsf. 8> M. Cat. ii, 
p. 719 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 883 ; Hume fy Henders. Lah. to York. 
p. 181 ; Scully , S. F. iv, p. 136 : Hume, Cat. no. 247 ; Gadow, 
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 331. 

The Bed-winged Wall-creeper , Jerd. ; Dewal Gaiyuk, Pushtu ; Sag- 
gorsa-lami owg-pho, Lepch. ; Siqipvrotsu, Chamba. 



Fig. 104.— Head of T. muraria. 

Coloration. In winter plumage the forehead, crown, nape, and 
ear-coverts are brown ; a ring round the eye and a short super- 
cilium white ; lores mixed ashy and brown ; hind neck, back, and 
scapulars ashy grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts iron-grey ; lesser 
wing-coverts bright crimson; the outer greater coverts and the 
primary-coverts brown on the inner and dull crimson on the outer 
webs ; the inner greater coverts and the tertiaries brown, tinged 
with ashy ; winglet brown ; quills black tipped with whitish, the 
outer webs of the primaries and secondaries, except those of the 
first three, with the basal half of the outer webs crimson ; the 
first four large primaries each with two large white spots on the 
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inner webs ; tail black tipped with ashy, which gradually changes 
to white and increases in amount towards the outer feathers ; chin 
and throat pure white; remainder of lower plumage ashy slate; 
the under tail-coverts fringed with white ; axillaries crimson. 

In summer the crown of the head becomes grey and the chin 
and throat black. The female is said to have a smaller extent of 
the throat black than the male. 

The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but there is 
less crimson on the wing, and all the quills have each two rufous 
spots on the inner web. These spots gradually disappear, except 
on the first four large primaries, where they eventually turn 
white. 

Bill black ; iris blackish brown ; legs, feet, and claws black 
(Scully). 

Length nearly 7; tail 2-3 ; wing 4; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from Bhutan to "the 
extreme North-west. This species is merely a winter visitor, and 
is found from October to March at all elevations, but generally 
above 2500 feet. It, however, sometimes descends to the plains, 
Hume recording one instance when he procured it at Etawah on 
the Jumna river, and I have seen it from the Bhutan Doars and 
Dehra. In spring it retreats north, and no doubt breeds in Tibet 
and other portions of Central Asia. It inhabits a considerable 
portion of Europe and Asia, and is said to be found in N. Africa. 

Habits , <$fc. The Wall-Creeper frequents cliffs and rocks, about 
which it climbs with great ease in search of its food, which con- 
sists chiefly of spiders and insects. It does not appear to breed 
in India. Its nest consists of moss, grass, and hair worked up to- 
gether in a crevice of a rock, and it lays from three to five eggs, 
which are white freckled with reddish brown and some secondary 
shell-marks of violet-grey. 

Genus SPHENOCICHLA, Godwin-Austen and Walden, 1875. 

The genus Sphenodchla contains two remarkable birds which, 
following ShaTpe and having regard also to the entire absence of 
rictal bristles, I do not hesitate to place with the Wrens. They 
are of strong, heavy build, with large feet. Unfortunately 
nothing is known of their habits, and we have nothing but 
structure to guide us, and I am of opinion that the absence of 
rictal bristles, a character possessed by so few birds of this section, 
is of more importance than any other. 

In Sphenocichla the sexes are alike, and, judging from a con- 
siderable series of S. liumii , the young do not differ from the adults. 
The bill is perfectly conical and sharp-pointed when viewed later- 
ally, about the length of the head or a little shorLer ; the wing is 
short and rounded ; the tail of twelve feathers is greatly graduated, 
the outer feather reaching only over two thirds of the tail ; the 
tarsi and feet are very strong. 
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Key to the Species. 

a . Feathers of the throat and breast black, with pale 

shafts & humii, p. 336. 

b. Feathers of the throat and breast with a submarginal 

white border S. roberti, p.336. 



Fig. 105. — Head of S. humii. 

349. Sphenocichla humii. Hume's Wedge-billed Wren . 

Heterorhynchus humei, MandeUi , S. F. i, p. 415 (1873); Hume , 
Cat . no. 383 bis. 

Sphenocichla humii (Mand.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 283 (part.). 

Coloration. Forehead and sides of the head blackish, with white 
shafts ; the whole upper plumage and wing- coverts golden brovrn, 
each feather with a pale shaft and very distinctly bordered with 
black, and the feathers of the back, rump, scapulars, and coverts 
also cross-barred with black ; wings and tail dull golden brown 
cross-barred with black; sides of the neck black; a broad supercilium 
grey, reaching to the nape and there terminating in a number 
of drops extending over the sides of the neck ; chin, throat, breast, 
and sides of the body deep black with pale whitish shafts ; centre 
of the abdomen ashy ; vent, flanks, and under tail-coverts golden 
brown, each feather with a pale shaft and distinctly edged with 
black. 

In the dry state the legs and claws are dark brown, the bill 
bluish horny, paler below. 

Length about 7 ; tail 2-9 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1*1 ; hill from 
gape 1*05. 

Distribution . Native Sikhim only, so far as is at present known, 
from which place there is a considerable series in the British 
Museum, procured by Mandelli’s men, and preserved in the Hume 
Collection. Nothing whatever is known about the habits of this bird. 

350. Sphenocichla roberti. Robert's Wedge-billed Wren. 

Sphenocichla roberti, Godw.-Amt. 8? Wald . Ibis, 1875, p. 251; 
Hume , S. F. iv, p. 217 ; Godw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 198, 
pi. vi. 

Stachyrirhynchus roberti (Godw-Aust. fy Wald.), Hume, S. F. iv, 
p. 217, note. 

Heterorhynchus roberti (Godw.-Amt. . fy Wald.), Hume, Cat . no. 383 
ter. 

Heterorhynchus humii, Mand . ctpud Hume, S. F. xi, p. 135. 
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Coloration . The w bole upper plumage pale golden brown, each 
feather margined with black and subterminally tipped with ashy ; 
the wing-coverts, back, rump, upper tail- coverts, wings, and tail 
cross-barred with black; ear-coverts rufous with paler shafts; a 
broad supercilium composed of black feathers with subterminal 
white tips; chin, throat, and sides of the neck, breast, and upper 
abdomen ashy brown edged with black, inside this bordered \ery 
distinctly and evenly with white ; remainder of the low r er plumage 
golden brown with whitish subterminal spots. 

Iu the dry skin the legs are dark brow’n ; the bill brow 7 n with 
the greater part of the lower mandible yellowish. 

Length about 7; tail 2*G; wing 2*9: tarsus 1-1; bill from 
gape 1*05. 

Distribution . Discovered by Mr. Robert on the Hemeo Peak, 
North Cachar hills. This species has also been procured in the 
Manipur hills according to Godwin- Austen. 


Genus AETORTHTTRA, Eenuie, 1833. 

The genus Anorthura contains two Indian birds which may be 
considered as permanent races of the Common English Wren. 
They inhabit the Himalayas, and are constant residents there. 

In Anorthura the sexes are alike, and the young bird is quite 
like the adult. The bill is very slender and feeble, and about half 
the length of the head ; the w 7 ing is extremely short and rounded, 
the first primary being about two thirds the length of the second ; 
the tail, of twelve feathers, is shorter than the wing and not very 
much graduated, the outer feather being about three quarters the 
length of the tail ; the tarsus and the claw s are long and slender ; 
and the plumage is barred in both species. 

The Wrens frequent underwood, creeping about, as a rule, and 
flying but little. They build massive nests and lay numerous eggs, 
which are usually spotted but occasionally white. 

Key to the Species. 

a . Plumage dark rufous-brown ; hind toe and claw 

strong, *0 in length A. nepalemis, p. 337. 

h. Plumage pale rufous-brown ; hind toe and claw 

weak, *55 in length A. neglect p. 338. 



Fig. 106. — Head of A. nejpaZewis. 


351. Anorthura nepalensis. The Nepal Wren . 

Troglodytes nipalensis, Nodgs., Blyth } J. A . S. B. xiv, p. 589 (1845) ; 
ul. Cat . p. 158 ; Horsf. # M. Cat. i, p. 181 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 491 ; 
VOL. I. z 
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Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli,pt. ii, p. 55; Iltune, Cat. no. 333 ; Brooks, 

8. F. yiii, p. 470. 

Anorthura nepalensis (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cab. B. M. vi, p. 277. 
Marchok-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and upper back dark rufous- 
brown ; the remaining upper plumage, the tail, wing and its coverts 
the same, closely cross-barred with black ; lores, sides of the head, 
and a short supercilium mingled rufous-ashy and brown ; the 
whole lower plumage brown, greatly infuscated on the vent aud 
sides of the body, every portion closely cross-barred with black, 
and with a tinge of fulvous suffusing the whole ; the under tail- 
coverts with a few whitish dots. 

The young resemble the adults, but at first have the upper 
plumage less barred. 

Bill brown; legs horny brown; iris hazel-brown ( Jordan ) ; legs 
pale reddish brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 3*7 ; tail 1*3 ; wing 2T ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution . I have examined specimens of this species from 
Sikhim and. Nepal only. At Simla and in the Sutlej valley the 
next species occurs. The Nepal Wren is found at great elevations, 
Blanf ord stating that in Sikhim it was common above 10,000 
feet. 

Halits , <$fc. Blanford observed this species in Sikhim hunting 
over loose moss-covered stones, constantly entering the crevices 
between the blocks and emerging again at a considerable distance. 
He usually saw the birds in small families, three or four together, 
hunting on the ground and low bushes and with the same predilec- 
tion for exploring hollows under stones. The nest of this species 
has not yet been found. 

352. Anorthura neglecta. The Kashmir Wren . 

Troglodytes uipalensis, Hodgs. apud Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, 
pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume, N. fy JE. p. 218 ; id. § Henders. Lodi, to Yark. 
p. 187. 

Troglodytes neglectus, Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 328 (1872) ; 
Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 492 ; id. Cat. no. 333 bis ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 52 ; 1882, p. 271 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 437. 

Anorthura neglecta (Brooks), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 278 ; Oates 
in Hume's H. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 221. 

Coloration . [Resembles A. nepalensis in the distribution of colours 
and markings, but is markedly paler and smaller, with much weaker 
legs and claws, the hind toe and claw measuring *55 in length as 
against *6 in A . nepalensis . 

This bird can only be considered a small pale form of A. nepalen- 
sis, but as the small size and weak feet are correlated with a paler 
plumage it seems entitled to separation. 

Bill brown, dusky above ; feet dusky ; gape fleshy ; iris brown 
(Scully). 
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Length about 3*5 ; tail 1*2; wing 1*8; tarsus *G5 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Both this species and A. nepahnsis differ from the English Wren 
in being darker coloured and in being barred on nearly every por- 
tion of the plumage. 

Distribution. Throughout Kashmir and the Himalayas to Simla. 
I have seen no specimens of Wrens collected between Simla and 
the Nepal frontier and cannot say which of the two species occurs 
in that portion of the Himalayas. 

Habits, £c. Brooks found two nests of this Wren in Kashmir iu 
May and June — one in the roots of a large fallen pine, the other in 
the foliage of a moss-grown tree. The nests were made of moss 
and fibres and lined with feathers. The eggs in the first nest were 
white spotted with red, and in the second pure white without any 
spots. They measured about *66 by *5. 


Genus ELACHURA, n. gen. 

The Wren which forms the type of this new genus differs con- 
spicuously from Anorthura in having a much stouter bill and a 
more graduated tail. The plumage is moreover spotted, not barred. 
According to Jerdon, it appears that Blyth proposed to separate 
this bird under the generic name Spiloptej'a ; but this name was 
preoccupied twice over in Entomology before the date of Jer don’s 
work and consequently cannot he used for the purpose. 

In Elachura the sexes are alike and the young are no doubt 
similar to the adults in plumage. The bill is about half the length 
of the head and stout. The wing is very short and rounded and 
the first primary is about two thirds the length of the second. 
The tail is much graduated, the outer feather reaching only to the 
middle of the tail, and the tarsus, toes, and claws are long. The 
only species knowm appears to be resident and incapable of any 
lengthened flight. 

353. Elachura punctata. The Spotted Wren. 

Troglodytes punctatus*, Blyth , J. A . S. B. xiv, p. 589 (1845); id. 

Cat . p. 158 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i, p. 492 ; Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 525 ; id. 

8 . F. v, p 238 ; id. Cat. no. 334. 

Troglodytes formosus, Wald. Ibis, 1874, p. 91. 

Anorthura formosa ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B . M. vi, p. 279. 

The Spotted Wren, Jerd. ; MarchoJc-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. The upper plumage, wing-coverts, sides of the head, 
and neck dark brown, tinged with rufous on the lower part of the 
rump and the upper tail-coverts, and each feather w*ith a small 


* As above stated, Bljth proposed to constitute a new genus for this 
speeies. At all events the bird is not congeneric with the European Wren to 
which Brehui applied the name *pumiatus, i and therefore Blyth’s specific name 
may be retained in preference to Walden’s. 

z 2 
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subterminal white spot bordered above and below with black; inner 
webs of q uills brown, the outer barred with chestnut and black ; 
tail reddish brown, cross-barred with black ; lower plumage pale 



Pig. 107.— Head of E. punctata. 

fulvous, inclining to rufous on the abdomen and flanks, each feather 
with a triangular white spot, above which is a smaller black one, 
and all the feathers delicately vermiculated with black. 

Bill horny brown ; legs pale brown ; iris brown ( Jordan ). 
Length about 4-5; tail 1*2; wing 1*8; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . Confined to Sikhim, where this Wren appears to be 
found at high elevations only. 


G-enus UROCICHLA, Sharpe, 1881. 

The genus Urocichla contains two Wrens which may be recognized 
by their short tail of ten feathers. Their upper plumage is squa- 
mated or scale-like. They are resident species and owing to their 
very short, rounded wings they probably are incapable of flying far. 

In Urocichla the bill is rather stout and very similar to that of 
Elachurct ; the tail is rounded, the outer feather reaching to about 
three quarters the length of the middle pair, and the tarsus and 
toes are long. The sexes are alike and the yo ung .somewhat 
resemble the adult. 

Key to the Species. 

a . Lower plumage plain rufous ; middle of 

abdomen white U. longicaudata, p. 340. 

b. Lower plumage rufous, variegated with 

black and white bars U. caudata , p. 341. 

354. Urocichla longicaudata. The Long-tailed Wren . 

Pnoepyga longicaudata, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 74 ; id. $ Horsf '. Cat 
i, p. 398; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 490; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 101 ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; Hume , Cat. no. 332. 

Pnoepyga chocolatina, Godw.-Aust. $ Wald. Ibis , 1875, p. 252; 
Godio.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 195 ; Hume, S. F. iv, 
p. 218 ; id. Cat p. 332 bis ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 120. 

Urocichla longicaudata (Moore), Sharpe, Cat B. M. vi, p. 263. 

The Long-tailed Hill- Wren , Jerd. 

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, back, and the sides of the 
neck olive-brown, each feather with a narrow brown or bla ckis h 
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margin; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail olive-brown with a 
rufous tinge ; coverts and wings brown, with the greater part of the 
outer webs chestnut-brown ; lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts deep 
ashy ; the whole lower plumage ferruginous, the feathers of the 
throat and breast with numerous small brown specks, most conspi- 
cuous in newly-moulted birds : middle of the abdomen white. 



Fig. 10S. — Head of XI. lovgicaudata . 

The young bird is uniform rufous above, without any margins 
to the feathers, and the lower plumage is always, from the earliest 
age, like that of the adult. The brown margins commence to 
appear almost at once, but some months elapse before the upper 
plumage presents the squamated appearance of the adult. 

Iris red ; bill black ; legs brown ( Cockburn ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . Shillong and Cherra Poonjee in the Khasi bills. 
This bird is not known to occur elsewhere, and its reputed occur- 
rence in Afghanistan and Sikhim is erroneous. 

355. Urocichla caudata. The Tailed Wren. 

Te&ia caudata, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 588 (1845). 

Pnoepyga caudata ( Blyth ), Blyth, Cat. p. 179: Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, 
p. 181 ; Jerd.B. 1. i, p. 490; Hume } Cat . no. 331 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. 
Af. vi, p. 305. 

Anura caudata ( Blyth ), Hume, N. S' E. p. 218. 

Urocichla caudata (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, 

p, 222. 

The Tailed Hill-Wren, Jerd, 

Coloration . Lores and sides of the head grey ; the whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, the feathers with terminal black edges and 
faint shaft-streaks ; wings and their coverts chestnut-brown ; tail 
rufous-brown ; chin and throat bright chestnut ; breast paler chest- 
nut, each feather with a black centre and tip ; sides of the body the 
same ; abdomen black, each feather with a white shaft -streak, in 
most cases hidden, and a large subterminal square white spot. 

The young bird is like the adult, but has the black and white 
marks faint and indistinct. 

Bill blackish ; legs brown ; iris brown (Jerdori). 

Length nearly 4; tail 1*3; wing 1*9; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape -5. 

Distribution . Sikliim, at considerable altitudes. Hodgson’s plate 
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of this species does not bear any remarks of his own on the reverse, 
and I have found this absence of remarks, as a rule, to indicate that 
the bird from which the plate was taken was procured in Sikhim 
and not in Nepal. In these cases, instead of Hodgson’s remarks 
in English, there are some notes and measurements recorded in 
Hindustani, probably by some native assistant. 

Habits , <$fc. I can find no notes from Hodgson’s pen on the nidi- 
fication of this species, although he figures the nest. Hume, how- 
ever, informs us that, according to Hodgson, this bird builds a deep 
cup-shaped nest about the roots of trees or in a hole in fallen 
timber ; the nest is a dense mass of moss and moss-roots, lined 
with the latter. The eggs, four or five in number, are spotless 
white and measure *75 by *54. 

Genus PNOEPYGA, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Pnoepyga contains two Wrens which are characterized 
by an extremely short tail of only six feathers ; this short tail is, 
moreover, entirely concealed from view by the long and very ample 
rump-feathers. In other structural characters the genus resembles 
Urocichla. 

The sexes differ considerably in colour, and the young are with- 
out the markings of the adult. Both species are resident on the 
Himalayas and the hill-ranges of Burma. 

Key to the Species . 

a . Win" about 2*3 ; the greater coverts, secon- 

daries, and tertiaries not tipped with 

fulvous P. squamata , p. 342. 

b. Wing about 2 ; the greater coverts, secon- 

daries, and tertiaries tipped with fulvous . . P. pusilla , p. 343. 

356. Pnoepyga squamata. The Scaly-breasted Wren . 

Microura squamata, Gould , Icon. Ac. pi. v (1837). 

Tesia albiventer, Hodgs . J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837). 

Tesia rufiventer, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837). 

Pnoepyga unicolor, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 25. 

Pnoepyga squamata (Go aid), Blyth , Cat. p. 179; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 180 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 488 ; Stoiiczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, 
p. 32 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 101 ; Blanf. J. A. 
S. B . xli, pt. ii, pp. 55, 160 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 234 ; 
Hume . Cat. no. 329. 

Pnoepyga albiventris ( Hodgs .), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vi, p. 302 ; Oates , 
B. B. i, p. ] 52 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 223. 

The Scaly-breasted HiU- Wren , Jerd. j MarchoTc-bong , Lepch. 

Coloration. Male . Forehead and the sides of the head and neck 
rich brown with bright fulvous shaft-streaks ; the whole upper 
plumage and the lesser wing-coverts also rich brown with a fulvous 
drop ou each feather, the drops becoming bars on the rump and 
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upper tail-coverts ; each feather also narrowly edged with black ; 
wings, median and greater coverts brown, the outer webs broadly 
edged with chestnut-brown ; chin and throat white margined with 
brown ; breast and the middle of the abdomen white, each feather 
with a large black centre and a narrow black margin ; sides of the 
abdomen and flanks fulvous, marked in a similar manner to the 
breast. 

Female. Similar to the male, but the whole of the lower plumage 
bright fulvous, every part except the chin and throat being marked 
with black as in the male. 

The young have the whole upper plumage and the wings rich 
rufous-brown and the lower parts dusky brown ; no spots whatever. 
In this state they are the P. concolor of Hodgs. MS. 

Legs fleshy brown ; bill dusky brown above, fleshy at the base 
beneath ; iris brown ( Jerdon ). 

Length about 4 ; tail *6 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *65. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim, 
where this Wren occurs at considerable elevations. It has also 
been found in the Khasi hills and near Ehamo. The birds pro- 
cured by Wardlaw Ham say in Karennee, and identified by Lord 
Walden with the present species, tare, I find on examination of the 
skins, P. pusilla , the next species. 

Habits , <$'c. Constructs a small nest of moss in May on the trunk of 
a tree not far from the ground, or other similar locality. The eggs, 
three in number, are pure white and measure about *75 by *55. 

357. Pnoepyga pusilla. The Brown Wren . 

Pnoepyga pusilla, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 25; Blyth, Cat p. 179; 
Horsf. M. Cat. i, p. 180 ; Jerd. B. 1 . i, p. 489 ; Godw.-Ausb. 
J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 23 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 234 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 330 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 304 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 153. 

Pnoepyga squamata, apud Wald, in Blyth' s Birds Bunn. p. 99. 

The Brawn Hill- Wren, Jerd. 

Coloration . Hesembles P. albiventris , sex for sex. Differs in 
being smaller and in having the upper plumage less marked with 
fulvous spots, these spots being fewer and less distinct. On the 
other hand the median and greater coverts and all the secondaries 
and tertiaries are distinctly tipped with fulvous, which is not the 
case in P. albiventris . 

The young are also quite similar to the young of P. albiventris , 
and cannot be distinguished from them till some of the spots on 
the wings appear. 

Bill black, lower mandible paler ; gape whitish ; legs and feet 
pale brown ; claws paler ; iris deep brown (Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 3*5 ; tail *5 ; w ing 2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . Sikhim ; probably Nepal ; Assam ; Khasi hills ; 
Karennee ; Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. Outside our limits 
this species has been found at Perak. 
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Family BEGULID-2E. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth ; hinder 
aspect of tarsus bilaminated ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue 
non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of the forehead, the space 
‘between the nostril and the edge of the mandible less than the space 
between the nostril and the culmen; plumage of the nestling 
resembling that of the adult female, but paler ; rectrices twelve ; 
each nostril covered by a single stiff feather ; sexes slightly dif- 
ferent ; a single moult. 

The only genus of this family contains the Qoldcrests, of which 
four species are known. These birds possess a character which 
suffices to separate them from all the other Passeres, viz. a stiff, 
small, and perfect feather over each nostril. This character is 
sufficiently important, in my opinion, to render it desirable to 
elevate the Goldcrests to the rank of a family. 

The single moult and the simple plumage of the nestling ally 
the Begulidce to the C rater opodidce ; and the former appear to be 
very closely connected with the last few genera of the Timeliinre , 
such as Proparus and Lioparus, the hairs over the nostrils in these 
being replaced by a feather in Begulus , to serve some purpose 
in its economy which has not yet been discovered. 

One species of Begulus is a well-known British bird, and the 
same form is found in India. 

In the Begulidce the bill is slender, entire, and about one third 
the length of the head ; the rictal bristles are long, and the head 
is subcrested, with a bright patch of feathers on the crown and 
some coronal streaks ; the wing is short and curved, the first pri- 
mary small and the second about equal to the eighth ; the tail is 
composed of twelve feathers (not of ten, as erroneously stated by 
Jerdon) and slightly forked ; the tarsus and the hind claw are 
strong, but the foot is feeble. 


Genus REGULTJS, Cuvier, 1800. 

Characters the same as those of the Family. 

358. Begulus cristatus. The Ooldcrest . 

M'otacilla regulus, Linn . Syst. Nat. i ; p. 838 (1706). 

Begulus cristatus, Koch, System d. hater . Zool. p. 199 (1816) : Bluth, 
Cat p. 186; Hume, Cat. no. 580; Biddulph, Ibis , 1881, p. 67 ; 
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1882, p. 270; Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 4o0; Gadow , Cdtf. 2?. M. viii, 
p. 80; Oates in limne's N. 4 B. 2nd ed. i,p. 22:1. 

Regulus himalayensis, Blytk , Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 200 (1863) ; Stoliczka , 
«/. -4. S. B . xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 47 ; Hume, N. B. p. 373 ; Brooks , 
& .F. iii, p. 240. 

The Himalayan Fire-crest , Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. The lores and a space round the eye dull 
white; forehead and a broad supercilium, ear-coverts, and the 
sides of the head and neck ashy ; sides of the crown broadly black 
streaked with yellow, the two bands enclosing a flame-red patch on 
the crown ; hind neck and upper back ashy ; upper plumage dull 
green, yellowish on the rump ; tail brown edged with green ; 
wings brown, all the feathers edged with green, the median and 
greater coverts tipped with pale yellow, the later primaries and 
the secondaries yellow at base, then black, the latter colour forming 
a conspicuous patch; later secondaries and tertiaries tipped with 
whitish ; lower plumage pale buff to yellowish brown. 



Fig. 109. — Head of 2?. crislat'iis. 

Female , Resembles the male, but has the patch on the crown 
sulphur-yellow. 

The young have neither coronal patch nor streaks ; otherwise 
they resemble the adult, the full plumage of which they assume 
apparently in the first autumn. 

Bill black ; iris deep brown ; legs and claws dark brownish 
green ; feet much paler (Hume). 

Length about 4 ; tail 1-5 ; wing 2 m 2 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from 
gape -5. 

The G-olderest of the Himalayas differs in no respect, so far as I 
can see, from the Goldcrest of Europe. 

Distribution . Kashmir and the Himalayas to Sikhim. In summer 
this species is found as high as 11,000 feet, but there is no record 
of the lowest level to which it descends either in summer or winter. 
Scully asserts that the Goldcrest is a summer visitor to Grilgit. It 
is probable, therefore, that it winters in the lower valleys. 

The Goldcrest inhabits Europe and a considerable portion of 
Asia. 

Habits , <$r. The nest of the Goldcrest appears to have been found 
only once in the Himalayas. It was discovered at Bogi in the 
Sutlej valley on the 8th June, and was placed at the end of a 
deodar branch, eight feet from the ground. It contained seven 
young birds. The nest was a deep pouch, made of lichens and 
suspended from several twigs. The eggs of this bird are pinkish 
white speckled with red, and measure about -56 by -42. 
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Pig. 110 . — Acrocephalus stentoreus. 


Family SYLVIIDJE. 

Tbe intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the 
tipper one with a single simple notch ; hinder aspect of tarsus 
smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal latninse ; wing with 
ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the 
line of tbe forehead, the space between the nostril and the edge of 
the mandible less than the space between the nostril and the culmen ; 
plumage of the nestling like that of the adult female, but brighter ; 
rectrices ten or twelve ; sexes generally alike ; a partial or com- 
plete spring moult in addition to tbe complete autumn moult. 

The SylvUda , or Warblers, comprise a large number of birds of 
small size and, with few exceptions, of plain plumage. 

Many of them have a complete spring moult, which not only 
causes a change in the colour of the plumage, but also a change in 
the shape and length of the tail. In some the spring moult is 
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confined to portions of the body, and in others again merely to 
some o£ the quills of the wings and tail. 

In the Sylviidce the sexes are alike, except in a few genera, in 
which they differ slightly. The young birds are remarkable for 
being more highly coloured than the adults, but they have the 
same pattern of colour. It is doubtful if the young birds moult 
in the first autumn ; but if they do so, the moult has apparently no 
effect on the colour of the plumage. In those birds which have a 
complete moult in the spring, the adult plumage is assumed at 
that season ; but in those the spring moult of which is partial or 
imperfect, the young do not assume the adult colours till the 
second autumn. 

The majority of the Warblers are migratory, and the migrations 
of some are far and wide. Others are quite sedentary and in- 
capable of any lengthened flight. 

The Sylviidce of India comprise 110 species referable to 32 
genera. I have arranged these in two series, the first of which 
includes all the Warblers with twelve tail-feathers, and the second 
those with ten. 


Key to the Genera . 


a. Tail of twelve feathers. 

d. Feathers of the forehead short, rounded, 
their shafts not elongate ; no hairs or 
bristles on the margin of the forehead 
except the ordinary rictal one3 near the 
gape. 

a". Rictal bristles arranged in a horizontal 
row. 

a”\ The feathers of the head and neck soft, 
not spinous. 

a 4 . First primary much less than a third 
of the length of the second. 

Wing longer than tail by nearly 

the length of the tarsus 

I "Wing and tail about equal in 
length. 

a 0 . Rictal bristles very small; tail 
much graduated, the outer 
feathers less than three quarters 

the length of tail 

b c . Rictal bristles strong and well- 
developed j tail less graduated, 
the outer feathers more than 
three quarters the length of 

tail 

6 4 . The first primary longer than a third 
of the second, most frequently equal 
to or exceeding the half. 
c\ Rictal bristles extremely short. . . . 
d 3 . Rictal bristles well-developed. 
c*. Bill as long as, or longer than, 
the head 7 


Aedon, p. 350. 


Loctjsteixa, p. 351. 


Acrocephalus, 

[p. 355. 


Tribura, p. 301. 


Orthotomus, p. 366. 
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d 3 . Bill decidedly shorter than the 
head. 

a 1 . First primary shorter than half 
the second. 

a 8 . Wing pointed, the secon- 
daries falling short of tip 
of wing hy more than the 

length of hind toe 

b 8 . Wing rounded, the secon- 
daries falling short of tip 
of wing "by a distance not 
greater than hind toe .... 
b 7 . First primary longer than half 
the second. 

c 8 . Third primary falling short 
of tip of wing by a con- 
siderable distance. 
a 9 . Two rictal bristles on 
each side of the head . . 
b B . More than two rictal 
bristles on each side of 
the head. 

a 10 . Tail much more than 
once and a half the 
length of the wing . . 
5 10 . Tail less than once and 
a half the length of 

the wing 

d 8 . Third primary reaching to 
tip of wing. 

c 9 . Tail very much longer 

than wing 

d 9 . Tail equal to wing .... 
b'". The feathers of the head and neck 

spinous 

6". Rictal bristles arranged vertically 

b\ Feathers of the forehead disintegrated, the 
shafts lengthened; some supplementary 
bristles, frequently long and numerous, in 
front of the rictal bristles, 
c". Tail greatly graduated and rounded .... 
d". Tail nearly even or sometimes slightly 
forked. 

Supplementary bristles in front of the 
rictal bristles very short; no frontal 
hairs over nostrils. 

c 4 . Bill from gape to tip longer than the 

middle toe with claw 

d i . Bill from gape to tip shorter than 

middle toe with claw 

d'". Supplementary bristles very strong and 
numerous; no frontal hairs over the 

nostrils; hill short and stout 

e'". Supplementary bristles not strong but 
fairly numerous ; no frontal hairs over 
nostrils; bill weak and slender 


Lusciniola, p. 369. 


Cisticola, p. 370. 


Franklinia, p. 375. 


Laticilla, p. 379. 


Graminicola, p.381. 


Megaltjrtts, p. 382. 
Schcenicola, p. 884. 

[p. 385. 

Acanthoptila, 
CH2ETORNIS, p. 387. 


Abundinay, p. 389. 


Hypolais, p. 390. 
Sylvia, p. 394. 


Herbivocula, p.399. 

fp. 400. 

Phyllo SCOPUS, 
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Supplementary bristles very strong and 
numerous, extending up to the cul- 
men, and lying over the nostrils as 
far as the middle of the bill ; bill large 

and wide at base 

g"\ Supplementary bristles very strong and 
numerous, extending up to the cul- 
men, and lying over the nostrils nearly 

as far as tip of bill 

6. Tail of ten feathers. 

c'. Tail not subject to variation in length accord- 
ing to season; obsoletely or not at all cross- 
rayed ; less graduated, the tips of the outer 
tail-feathers reaching beyond the middle 
of the tail by more than the length of the 
hind toe. 

e'. Wing and tail of about the same length. 
h Nostrils overhung by long hairs. 
e l . Tail very slightly rounded, the outer 
feathers falling short of tip of tail 
by less than the length of the hind 
toe. 

e 3 . Rictal bristles of great length, 
nearly as long as culinen; wing 
rather longer than tail. 

e°. Bill short and pointed 

/ 6 . Bill long and very blunt 

f 3 . Bictal bristles moderate, about 
half length of culmen ; wing 

rather shorter than tail 

f 4 . Tail considerably rounded, the outer 
featheis falling short of tip of tail 
by more than length of hind toe . . 
i'". Nostrils not overhung by hairs. 

(j\ Supplementary bristles in front of 
rictal bristles; feathers of forehead 

with lengthened shafts 

hK No supplementary bristles in front of 
rictal bristles ; leathers of forehead 
short, smooth, with shafts not pro- 
duced. 

g 5 . Bill as long as head, broad, blunt, 

and narrowing gradually 

h 5 . Bill only half the length of the 
head, slender, sharp, and narrow- 
ing rapidly. 

Outer tail-feathers falling short 
of tip of tail by length of 

tarsus 

h*. Outer tail-feathers falling short 
of tip of tail by length of hind 

toe only ! 

f\ Tail about half length of wing 

d l . Tail subject to variation in length according 
to season ; distinctly cross-rayed ; greatly 
graduated, the outer feathers in most cases 


Acanthopneustk, 
[p. 411. 


Cryptolopha, 

[p. 421. 


Abrornis, p. 423. 
Tickle llia, p. 431. 


Scotocerca, p. 432. 


Neornis, p. 433. 


Horornis, p. 434. 


Phyllergates, 

[p. 439. 


Horeites, p. 440. 


Cettia, p. 441. 
Urosphena, p. 442. 
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falling short of middle of tail and never 
exceeding it by more than length of hind 
toe. 

<f \ Tail about twice length of wing Suya, p. 443. 

A". Tail about once and a half length of 

wing or less Prinia, p. 447 


Genus AEDON, Boie, 1826. 

The genus Aedon is represented in India by one species, which 
is a somewhat rare winter visitor and confined at that season to 
the dry parts of the north-west. It is more richly coloured than 
most of the "Warblers, the chestnut and white on the tail rendering 
it conspicuous. It is a bird of restricted migration. The bill is 
about half the length of the head, slender and similar in shape. to 
that of Locustella (fig. 113). The forehead is clothed with short 
thick-set feathers and there are no supplementary bristles ; this 
character, and the longer wing and foot, separate the species from 
Sylvia, in which Seebohm places it. The tail is very ample and 
much rounded. 




Pig. 112. — Foot of A. Jamiliaris. 

The Grey-backed Warbler frequents gardens, fields, and low 
jungle and feeds a good deal on the ground, as might be expected 
in a bird with so comparatively long a tarsus. This Warbler 
and its European ally, A. galactodes , were at one time considered 
to be aquatic in their habits, and in this respect to resemble the 
Grasshopper- and Beed-W ar biers, but they are now known to be 
rather addicted to dry localities. They construct a cup-shaped 
nest in bushes and low trees and lay four or five eggs, grey marked 
with brown. The Indian species is not likely to be found breeding 
in any part of the Empire. 
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359. Aelon familiaris. The Grey-backed Warbler . 

Sylvia familiaris, Menetr . Cat. Itais. Caac. p. 32 (1832) ; Seebohm, 
Cat . B . M. v, p. 30. 

Aedon familiaris ( Menetr .), Butler Hume , & JF. iii, p. 476; Blanf 
S. F. v, p. 246 ; Butler , 3. F. vii, p. 183 ; Hume, Cat . no. 492 tor ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 205. 

Coloration . Upper plumage fulvous-brown, the sides of the crown 
more or less dusky ; lower rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut- 
brown; middle pair of tail-feathers various — sometimes chestnut 
with the basal half of the inner web and the tip of the outer brown, 
sometimes chestnut on the basal third of both webs and brown on 
the remainder, in other oases the chestnut and brown vary in extent; 
the next two pairs chestnut, with a large subterminal black patch ; 
the remainder the same but with broad white tips in addition ; 
wings brown, edged with pale sandy brown ; lores and a patch 
behind the eye blackish ; a distinct huffish- white supercilium from 
the nostril to the nape ; a similar band under the eye followed 
below by a dusky streak ; the whole lower plumage very pale 
vinaceous. 

Legs and feet dusky fleshy ; bill horny above, pale below ; iris 
dark brown (Hume). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2-7 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *85. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the dry parts of the north-west 
of India, where this species has been procured at Karachi and 
Kotri in August, at J odhpore in September, and at Deesa in August, 
September, and October. It will probably be found in the Punjab. 
It passes the summer in Persia, Afghanistan, and Turkestan, and 
probably many of the birds do not migrate at all from these 
countries. It extends into Europe. 

Genus LOCUSTELLA, Kaup, 1S29. 

The genus Lomstdla is represented in India by three species of 
somewhat similar appearance and size and of plain colours. They 
are found in reed-beds, swamps, and wet cover of all sorts, and 
they occur in India only in the winter. Their summer-quarters 
appear to be the northern parts of Asia; but, judging from a speci- 
men of L. straminea beiug killed in Native Sikhirn in June, it is 
probable that the breeding-quarters of this species may lie in or 
near that country. 

The Grasshopper-Warblers, as they are called from their peculiar 
note, are very shy and seldom expose themselves to view. They 
are consequently little known ancl seldom obtained. In Burma, 
however, after shooting one or two specimens I found it quite 
possible to obtain a large number by walking through inundated 
rice-fields, and I found them to be common to an extraordinary 
degree. 

The summer and winter plumages of the adults do not differ in 
any important particular, but the young are very yellow and 
generally more streaked than the adults. The sexes are alike. 
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The birds of this genus have a slender bill, about half as long as 
the head ; the rictal bristles are very weak and hardly noticeable, 
and the forehead is very smooth and free from all hairs; the 
plumage is soft ; the first primary is exceedingly small and the 
second reaches nearly to the tip of the wing; the tail is very much 
rounded and the feathers hwe a tendency to be pointed ; the under 
tail-coverts are very long. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Tail-feathers broadly tipped with white L. certhiola, p. 352. 

b. Tail-feathers without broad white tips. 

a' . Lower plumage streaked L. lanceolate p. 353. 

V . Lower plumage not streaked . . * X. straminea , p. 354. 


360. Locustella certhiola. Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler . 

Motacilla certhiola, Pal. Zoogr. Rosso- Asiat. i, p. 509 (1811). . 
Locustella rubescens, JBlyth, J. A. S. B . xiv, p. 582 (1845) ; id. Cut . 

p. 182 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 160. 

Locustella temporalis, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 160 (1863). 

Locustella certhiola ( Pall .), Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 270 ; Hume, Cat. no. 521 ; Begge, Birds Ceyl. p. 548 ; Set j - 
bohn ?, Cat. B. M. v, p. 114 ; Oates z 8. F. x, p. 216 ; id. B. B. i, 

p. 102. 

The Ruddy Reed- Warbler , J erd. 



Fig. 113. — Head of L. certhiola . 

Coloration . Head blackish brown, each feather narrowly edged 
with pale reddish brown ; a collar behind the nape reddish brown 
without marks ; this unspotted collar indicates very old birds ; back, 
scapulars, and wing-coverts dark blackish brown, rather broadly 
edged with reddish brown ; rump reddish brown, without marks ; 
upper tail-coverts reddish brown, each feather with a large central 
drop of black ; the outer tail-feathers nearly all black, the rufous 
margins being small ; towards the middle of the tail each pair of 
rectrices becomes progressively less black and more margined with 
rufous, and the middle pair are rufous with a broad serrated black 
shaft-line ; all the rectrices tipped with white ; eye-streak yellowish 
white; ear-coverts hair-brown, and a patch below the ear-coverts 
yellowish buff; chin, throat, arid middle of abdomen whitish; 
remainder of the underparts delicate buff, becoming darker on the 
flanks and under tail-coverts ; wings brown, the tertiaries edged with 
whitish, and the other quills with pale rufous-brown. 
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As a rule, the underparts are quite unmarked ; but in many birds 
in adult plumage there are a few tiny marks on the feathers of the 
sides of the breast. 

Iris sepia-brown ; legs white ; bill dark brown ; mandible 
ochraceous {Everett'). 

The young bird up to October has the whole upper plumage, 
including the coverts and tertiaries, blackish brown ; the feathers 
of the head narrowly, and all the others broadly, margined with 
reddish brown ; reetrices chiefly blackish brown, irregularly mar- 
gined with rufous-brown, and very broadly terminated with whitish ; 
the lower plumage buff, pale on the throat and upper breast, dark 
on the lower breast, and increasing in depth of colour down to the 
tail-coverts ; the throat and breast closely spotted with triangular 
blackish-brown marks ; stripe over the eye and a streak from the 
bill under the cheeks and ear-coverts yellowish buff ; ear-coverts 
hair-brown; under wing-coverts whitish ; primaries and secondaries 
dark brown, narrowly edged with reddish brown. 

Birds with the bright yellowish-buff lower plumage are not spotted, 
and this is probably the stage into which the nestling moults in 
October or November. In this stage the upper plumage is much 
brighter, the black centres to the feathers being smaller and the 
margins larger ; the rump is almost unstreaked. The black on 
the reetrices is less in extent, and the white tips reduced to the 
same size as in the adult ; the eye-streak, the chin, throat, and the 
whole lower plumage are lively yellowish-buff, becoming deeper and 
passing into warm ochraceous on the flanks and under tail-coverts. 
There are no spots, but a few of the feathers on the sides of the 
neck are obsoletely tipped darker, but so slightly as not to be 
noticeable without close inspection. 

From this stage the bird in spring moults into the full plumage. 
The summer plumage does not apparently differ from that of winter 
except in being rather paler below. 

Length 5*5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape *7 ; 
the second primary is generally equal to the fourth, but some- 
times slightly longer or shorter. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to Burma and portions of India. 
This species does not appear to be rare in some parts of Bengal. 
It has been procured at Cherra Poonjee, in the Andamans, and in 
Ceylon. I observed it to be very common in Southern Pegu in 
the rice-fields near the Pegu Canal from October to December. 
There is no portion of India and Burma, suited to its habits, 
where this bird may not probably be found if looked for. In winter 
it occurs in China and the Malay Archipelago, and it passes the 
summer in Northern Asia. 


361. LociLStella lanceolata. The Streaked Grasshopper- Warbler. 

Sylvia lanceolata, Temm. Man. $Orn, ed. 2, iv, p. 614 (1840). 
Locustella subsignata, Hume, S. F. i, p. 409 (1873), ii, p. 496. 
Locustella lanceolata {Temm.), Wald. Ibis , 1874, p. 139 ; id. in Myth, 
voiu i. 2 a 
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Birds Bunn . p. 121 ; Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 290 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. F, 
vi, p. 339 ; Hume , Cdtf. no. 520 bis ; Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 118 ; 
Oates , 8. F. x, p. 215 ; id. B. B. i, p. 104. 

Lusciniopsis hendersonii, Cass, in Proc. Phil . Ao. So. 1858, p. 194. 

Coloration . Whole upper plumage russet-brown, each feather 
with a distinct dark brown median streak; wings brown, the pri- 
maries and secondaries edged with russet-brown on the outer webs, 
the tertiaries edged with the same on both webs ; tail brown, 
obsoletely edged paler, and the shafts viewed from below white ; 
ear-coverts hair-brown ; sides of the head streaked with russet- 
and dark brown ; chin, upper throat, and middle of the abdomen 
spotless pale ochraceous white; the remainder of the lower 
plumage darker ochraceous, streaked with blackish brown ; under 
tail-coverts sometimes streakless, more frequently largely streaked 
with blackish brown; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale 
vinaceous. 

The streaks on the lower surface become reduced in aged birds. 
The bird least marked in my series has a few streaks only on the 
middle of the breast and on the flanks, with one or two faint marks 
on the under tail-coverts. In this state it is very like the Indian 
L. straminea. The majority of the birds are densely streaked from 
the chin to the tail-coverts, except on the abdomen, and all these 
are characterized by a richer tone of colouring beneath. 

The tail-coverts vary in the most extraordinary manner. In 
many of the birds they are entirely unmarked ; in others densely 
streaked, and this apparently quite independently of the amount 
of streaking on the other parts of the lower plumage. 

Legs fleshy white ; claws pale horn-colour ; upper mandible 
dark brown, lower one yellow at base, brown at tip ; iris brown. 

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *6 ; the second primary is generally intermediate in 
length between the third and fourth, or equal to the fourth. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to Burma and the eastern portions 
of India. The most westerly locality from which I have seen a 
specimen is Etawah. This species probably extends throughout 
Bengal ; I found it very abundant in Southern Pegu in rice-fields 
and grass along the canal, from October to February, and Davi- 
son procured it at various places in Tenasserim down to the 
extreme south of that division. It is also kuown to occur in the 
Andaman Islands. It summers in Central and Northern Asia and 
in North-eastern Europe. 


362. Locustella straminea. The Turkestan Grasshopper ■- 
Warbler* 

Acridiomis straminea, Severtz. Turkest . Jevotn. p. 66 (1873) (descr. 
nulla). 

Locustella certhiola {Pall.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 159. 

Locustella hendersoni {Cass.), Butler , S. F. iii, p. 479 ; Cripps, 8. F. 
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vii, p. 284 : Hume, Cat. no. 520 ; Butler , 8. F. ix, p. 400 ; Reid, 
8. Jb\ x, p. 44 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 213. 

Locustella straminea {Secertz.), Seehohm, Cat . B. M. v, p. 117. 

The Lesser Reed-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . The whole upper plumage olive-brown, each feather 
with a central dark brown or black spot ; wings brown, edged with 
olive-brown ; tail brown, faintly edged with olive-brown and tipped 
paler, obsoletely cross-rayed ; lores and an indistinct supercilium 
huffy white ; ear-coverts brownish ; chin, throat, and middle of 
abdomen whitish ; remainder of lower plumage ochraceous ; under 
tail-coverts streaked with brown. 

Upper mandible dark brown; lower mandible, legs, and feet 
fleshy ; iris light brown {Bingham), 

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *6 ; 
the second primary is shorter than the sixth, but longer than the 
fourth. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the plains of India. I have 
examined specimens from Delhi, Ehiwah, Cawnpore, Native Sik- 
hira, the Bhutan Doars, Asansol, Deesa, Belgaum, and Coimbatore. 
All these were killed from April to September, except the specimen 
from Native Sikhim, which was procured in June. It is, therefore, 
probable that L. straminea may pass the summer and breed there. 
Cripps records this species from Purree dp ore, but I have not had 
an opportunity of examining the specimen referred to by him. 

The summer-quarters of this bird are not known with any 
certainty. 


Genus ACROCEFHALUS, Naum., 1811. 

The genus Acrocephalus contains five Indian species which are 
common in winter. Three of them appear to remain in suitable 
localities and in limited numbers throughout the summer and to 
breed in India. The majority of these birds, however, leave in 
spring and doubtless go to Central and Northern Asia. 

The Reed-Warblers are birds of plain plumage closely allied to 
each other, and not easy to be identified except by comparison of 
size or by the structure of the wing. They haunt reed-beds, canals, 
ditches, and almost any locality which is fairly well watered. They 
are great skulkers and are seldom seen, but the harsh note that they 
all have generally betrays their presence. In the breeding-season 
they all have a pleasing song. 

The winter and summer plumages do not vary greatly, the chief 
difference being an intensity of rufous or fulvous in the winter 
after the autumn moult. These birds appear to undergo a com- 
plete moult in the spring. The sexes are alike. 

In the birds of this genus the bill is of considerable length, being 
nearly as long as the head ; there are three large rictal bristles on 
each side of the head, and the forehead is smooth. The first 
primary is very minute, and the second reaches nearly to the tip 

2 a 2 
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of the wing. The tail is fairly long and greatly rounded, and the 
feathers are rather narrow and pointed *. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Of large size ; wing about 3. 

a'. Second primary shorter than the fifth. 
b'. Second primary equal to, or longer 
than the fourth . . 

b. Of small size ; wing under 2*5. 

e\ With a distinct black stripe over the 

yellow supercilium 

d\ With no black stripe over the super- 
cilium. 

a”. Bill from gape to tip measuring 
under *7. 

a 1 ". Second primary between the 
sixth ana seventh in length; 
upper plumage olivaceous .... 
Second primary between the 
seventh and eighth or equal to 
eighth ; upper plumage rufous . 
b". Bill from gape to tip fully -8 .... 


A. stentoreus, p. 856. 
A. orientalis , p. 357. 


A. bistrigiceps, p. 358. 


A. dumetormn , p. 359. 


A. agricola , p. 359. 

A. macrorhynchus , p. 360. 


363. Acrocephalus stentoreus. The Indian Great Reed- 
Warbler . 

Ourruca stentorea, Hemp . fy Ehr . Symb. Phys ., Aves, fol. bb (1833). 

Agrobates brunnescens, Jerd. Madr. . Tourn . x, p. 269 (1839). 

Acrocephalus brunnescens (Jerd.), Bhjth, Cat. p. 181 ; Horsf. fy M. 
Cat, i, p. 331 ; Jei'cl. B. I. ii, p. 164 ; Blanford , J. A. S. B. xxxviii, 
pt. ii, p. 180 ; Hume , J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 119 ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A . S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 270 ; Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, 
pt. ii, p. 77 ; Hume <$* Hend. Lah. to Yark. p. 214, pi. xvi ; Legge, 
8. E. i, p. 488 ; Blanford , Ibis, 1874, p. 79 ; Butler , 8. F. iii, 
p. 478. 

Calamodyta stentorea (H. fy E.), Hume, N. &f E. p. 326. 

Calamodvta meridlonalis, Legge , 8. F. iii, p. 369 (1875). 

Acroceplialus stentoreus (H. \ E.), Brooks , J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, 

L 245 ; Hume, Cat . no. 515 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 541 ; See- 
m, Cat. B. M. v, p. 98 ; Doig, 8. F. ix, p. 279 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 94 ; Davidson , 8. F. x, p. 307 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . p. 210 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. 8p E, 2nd ed. i, p. 224. 

The Large Reed- Warbler , Jerd. ; Bora-jitti, Tel. 


* The following species of Reed-Warblers are likely to occur within our 
limits, but are not yet known to do so : — 

Acrocephalus arundinaceus (Linn A which occurs in Afghanistan and 
Yarkand. * 

A. schcbnobj3nus (Linn.), whioh occurs as far east as Fao in the Persian 
gulf. 

A. strbperus ( VieilL), which has occurred at Bampur, in Persian Afghan- 
istan. 

A. PATiUBTRis (Bechst.), which has occurred at Pao and in Persia. 
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Coloration . Upper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous, 
especially on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wings and tail 
brown, edged on the outer webs with fulvous-brown ; lores darker ; 
a pale indistinct supercilium huffish white; ear-coverts and sides of 
the neck like the back ; chin* and throat nearly white ; remainder 
of lower plumage fulvous, paling on the abdomen. The throat 
and breast in some specimens are streaked with brown. 



Fig. 114. — Head of A . tfentoreus. 

Iris yellowish brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; mouth orange-yellow ; 
upper mandible dark brown, edges and the whole lower mandible 
dusky flesh-colour; legs plumbeous. 

Length 7*7; tail 3; wing 3 2 ; tarsus 1*15; bill from gape 1; 
the second primary equals the fifth, or is sometimes shorter, and 
falls short of the tip of the wing by *15. 

Distribution. Throughout the plains of India in suitable locali- 
ties in winter, from the base of the Himalayas to Ceylon, and from 
Sind to Assam, and southwards from Assam to Southern Pegu. 

IV t any birds remain in the plains during the summer, and their 
nests ha\e been found in the Eastern Kara, Sind, and in Ceylon. 
Others, probably the majority, repair for the summer to Kashmir 
and the Himalayas in general, and some to Central Asia. This 
bird and A . orientalis remain in Burma till the middle of May, and 
it is probable that both species may breed there or not far off. 

Habits, fie. Constructs a nest of coarse grass attached to reeds 
in or near water. The nest is cup-sbaped, deep, and rather 
massive. The breeding-season appears to be from June to August. 
The eggs, generally four in number, are pale green or stone-colour, 
marked with various colours from black to reddish. They measure 
about *89 by *61. 

364. Acrocephalus orientalis. The Eastern Great Reed-Warbto. 

Salicaria turdina orientalis, Temm. & Scldeq, Emm. Jap.. Aves, p. 50, 
pi. xx B (1850). 

Acrocephalus orientalis (Temm. 4’ Schleg .), Oates , 8. F. iii, p. 337 ; 
Hume 4' Dav. 8. F. vi,p. 338 ; Hume, Cat no. 515 bis; Seebohm , 
Cat. B. M. v, p. 97 ; Oates, 8. F, x, p. 213 ; id. B. B. i, p. 93. 

Coloration . Precisely similar to that of A. stentoreus , except that 
the throat and breast are generally much streaked with brown, 
and I have hardly ever seen a specimen in which this streaking 
was entirely absent. In summer the lower plumage becomes 
paler. 
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The dimensions are those of A . stentoreus. The bill is said to 
be smaller and the tail shorter, but I have not found these points 
of any use in discriminating the two birds. The second primary 
generally equal to the fourth. 

Distribution. This Keed-Warbler occurs plentifully throughout 
Southern Pegu, from the head of the Pegu Canal down to Ran- 
goon, and probably throughout the whole of Tenasserim, for 
Davison observed it at Tavoy and Malawun. It is found in 
Burma, so far as my own observations extend, from the com- 
mencement of October to the middle of May. It has occurred in 
the Andamans. In winter it has a wide range, being found in 
south-eastern Asia nearly as far as Australia. It summers in 
North China, Japan, and Eastern Siberia. 

This and the preceding species, A. stentoreus , can only be dis- 
criminated with certainty when the wings are fully grown and 
perfect. The differences may appear very trivial, but they are 
constant, and are associated with a different geographical distri- 
bution. In Pegu the two birds meet ; but here A. stentoreus is 
rare, A. orientdlis extremely common. A. arundinaceus , another 
species, has its own geographical range, being confined almost to 
Europe and Africa. It differs from the other two in the shape of 
the wing, the second primary in this bird being as long as the third, 
or, in other words, reaching to the tip of the wing. 


365. Acrocephalus bistrigiceps. Schrendc’s Deed-Warbler . 

Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Swinh. Ibis, 1860, p. 51 ; Hume 8r Dav. 
8. F. vi, p. 338 ; Hume, Cat no. 517 ter ; Seebohm , Cat B. M. v, 
p. 94 ; Oates , 8. F. x, p. 214 ; id. B. B . i, p. 97. 

Coloration . Upper plumage russet-brown, brighter on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; a distinct black streak on each side of 
the crown of the head; below this a broad pale buff supercilium, 
running from the base of the bill ; lores dark brown ; ear-coverts 
hair-brown ; sides of neck like the back ; lower plumage pale buff, 
lighter on the abdomen, and nearly white on the chin and throat ; 
wings and tail brown, edged with russet-brown on the outer webs. 
The lower plumage is more rufous after the autumn moult. 

Iris brown ; mouth pale yellow ; upper mandible brown, lower 
flesh-coloured, slightly dusky at the tip ; legs plumbeous flesh- 
colour ; soles of feet yellow ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 5*1 ; tail 2*i ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *7 ; the 
second primary is generally intermediate in length between the 
sixth and seventh, and sometimes equals the seventh ; the first 
primary is large, measuring *5 inch in length. 

Distribution. Common in Southern Pegu near Kyeikpadein from 
November to April in paddy-fields and grass-jungle. This bird 
has also been found at Tavoy. 

The summer-quarters of this bird appear to be Japan and Eastern 
Siberia. 
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366. Acrocephalus dumetorum. Blyth' s Reed-Warbler. 

Acrocephalus dumetorum, Blyth, J. A. & B. xviii, p. 815 (1849) ; 
id. Cat p. 326; Hors/. § M. Cat i, p. 332; Jerd. B. L ii, 
p. 155 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 181 ; Godw.-Aust. J. 

A. 8. B . xxxix, pt. ii, p. 270; Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 77 ; 
xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. S. F. iii. p. 241 ; Anders . 8. F. iii, p. 351 ; 
Butler , 8. F. iii, p. 470; Anders. Yunnan Exp., Ares, p. 622; 
Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 545 ; Hume, Cat. no. 516 ; Seebohm, Cat. 

B. M. y, p. 104 ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 448 ; BiddulpJi , Ibis, 1882, 
p. 278 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 96 ; Eavison, S. F. x, p. 390 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 210 ; Oates in Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 226. 

Calamodyta dumetorum {Blyth), Hume, N. E. p. 327. 

The Lesser Reed-Warbler, Jerd. Podena , II. ; Tik-tikki, Mussulmans; 
Tikra, Beng. ; Kumpa-jitta. Tel. 

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with fulvous, 
not with russet ; wings and tail brown, edged on the outer webs 
with olive-brown ; lores dusky ; over the lores an indistinct pale 
streak reaching to the eye ; ear-coverts and sides of neck like the 
back ; lower plumage pale buff, paler on the chin, throat, and 
abdomen. In summer the buff on the lower parts becomes ex- 
tremely pale. 

Bill dusky, fleshy at base beneath ; legs red-brown ; irides yellow- 
brown (Jerclon). 

Length 5-8; tail 2*3; wing 2*4; tarsus *9; bill from gape *7; 
first primary *35 ; the second reaches to about the end of the sixth, 
or is intermediate in length between the sixth and seventh. 

The present species may be distinguished from the last by its 
much larger bill, differently shaped wing, and by the absence of a 
rufous tinge on the upper plumage. 

Distribution. In winter throughout the plains of India from the 
Himalayas to Ceylon, and from Sind, to Assam, and extending to 
Southern Pegu. 

In summer this species is found in Kashmir and along the 
whole range of the Himalayas to Nepal, in which tract it breeds 
commonly. Many birds, however, appear to migrate to Northern 
Asia. 

Habits, §c. This species is less aquatic than the others in its 
habits. It breeds in various parts of the Himalayas at all altitudes 
up to about 7000 feet. The nest is a globular structure of grass 
and reeds with a lateral entrance, and built low down in a bush on 
the bank of a stream. The eggs, four in number, are white, speckled 
with rufous, and measure about *62 by *5. 


367. Acrocephalus agricola. The Paddy-jield Reed- Warbler. 
Sylvia (Acrocephalus) agricola, Jerd. Madr. Joum. xiii, pt. ii, p. 131 

Acrocephalus agiicolus (Jerd.), Blyth , Cat. p. 182; Horsf. ty M. Cat 
i, p. 334 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 156 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 270 ; Brooks, J. A. 8, B. xli, pt. ii, p. 77 ; Oates, S. F. 
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iii, p. 339 ; Hume fy Hav. & F. vi, p. 338 ; Hume , Cat. no. 517 ; 
Butler , S. F. ix, p. 406 ; Seebohm, Cat . B. M. v, p. 105 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 95 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 390 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . 
p. 2] 1 ; Hume } 8. F. xi, p. 201 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy JE. 2nd ed. 
i, p.229. 

Oalamodyta agricola ( Jerd .), Hume, N. ty JE. p. 328 ; id. S. F. i, 
p. 190. 

The Baddy-field Warbler , Jerd. j Y&'ra kumpajitta, Tel. 

Coloration. Whole upper plumage russet-brown, brightest on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail of the same colour, and 
margined brighter on the outer webs; wings brown, margined 
with russet on the outer webs ; lores dusky ; an indistinct super- 
cilium from the bill' to above the eye, and not extending much 
beyond the latter ; ear-coverts and sides of neck like the upper 
plumage; lower plumage pale buff, less bright on the abdomen, 
and becoming almost white on the chin and throat. This is the 
plumage after the autumn moult. In summer the buff of the 
lower parts becomes very pale, and the upper parts are less ruddy, 
being almost earthy brown. 

Iris pale yellow ; eyelids plumbeous ; upper mandible dark 
brown, the lower one fleshy yellow ; mouth orange-yellow ; legs 
and claws pinkish brown. 

Length 5*3; tail 2-4 ; wing 2*2; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *7; 
first primary *45 ; the second primary is intermediate between 
the seventh and eighth, and occasionally equals the eighth. 

Distribution . In winter the whole of India from the Himalayas 
south to Coorg and the Wynaad on the west, and to Nellore on 
the east, and from Sind to Assam ; thence down to Southern Pegu 
and Northern Tenasserim. 

In the summer some birds retire to the Himalayas, where they 
breed from Kashmir to Nepal, but the majority appear to pass on 
to Central Asia. 

Habits, Sfc. Very aquatic. Has been found breedingin Kashmir. 
A nest found by Brooks on the 13th June vras a deep cup of grass 
carelessly put together and built in a rose-bush. It did not contain 
eggs, and none have as yet been procured in India. 


368. Acrocephalus macrorhynchns. The Large-billed Reed- 
Warbler. 

Phyllopneuste macrorhynchus, Hume , Ibis, 1869, p. 357. 
Acrocephalus macrorhynchus (Hume), Hume, Ibis , 1871, p. 31 ; id. 
S. F. iii, p. 405 ; id. Cat. no. 517 bis ; JSeebohm , Cat. B. M. v, 
Add. p. 404. 

Coloration. The upper plumage and visible portions of wings 
and tad olive-brown ; the lower plumage pale ochraceous ; the 
under wing-coverts and axillaries paler. 

Length about 5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus ’85; bill from gape *8; 
the first primary measures *35 ; the second is intermediate between 
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the ninth and tenth ; the closed tail is graduated to the extent 
of *4. 

The type specimen, the only one known, I believe, of this 
species is now in the British Museum. It appears to me to re- 
present an undoubtedly distinct species of Awocephalus, which 
may be recognized by its abnormally large bill. The bird procured 
by Scully, and identified by him with the present species (S. T\ iv, 
p. 146), is also in the British Museum, and is without doubt a 
specimen of Tribura major. 

Distribution . The type was obtained in the Sutlej valley not far 
from Rampur. 


Grenus TRIBURA, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Tribura contains five Indian species, of which four are 
alpine and one an inhabitant of the plains. The former do not 
appear to migrate beyond ascending the mountain- slopes in sum- 
mer and descending them in winter ; but the latter is probably a 
migrant from distant regions, spending the winter in Burma and 
disappearing from that country in spring. 

These Warblers are birds of plain plumage, and the feathers are 
very soft and silky in texture. Some species are spotted on the 
breast. The sexes are alike. The spring moult is complete or 
nearly so, and there is generally a slight difference between the 
summer and the winter plumages. The young birds are very 
yellow. 

The species of Tribura frequent grass and bushes, and are great 
skulkers, and though fond of moisture they are not particularly 
aquatic in their habits. 

The five Indian species of this genus are not perfectly congeneric, 
one differing from the other four in its extremely large bill, whilst 
a second species is distinguished from the other three by the shape 
of the wing. I keep all five together, however, but subsequent 
workers will do well to investigate their claims to generic separation. 

In T. major the bill is as long as the head ; in the other species 
only half the length of the head : in all cases slender and straight. 
The rictal bristles are extremely minute and invisible without a 
lens. The forehead is very smooth, and free from all hairs &c. 
The wing is fairly long, the first primary varying from rather more 
than a third to half the length of the second, which is long, but falls 
short of the tip of the wing. The tail is very much rounded, and 
the feathers are rather pointed. The tarsus is sufficiently long to 
enable these birds to hop about freely. 


Key to the Species. 

a. First primary much shorter than half the 
second 

a'. Bill at gape -8 

5'. Bill at gape *65 


T. major , p. 362. 

T. intermedia , p. 363. 



362 SYLYHDJE. 

b. First primary about half tlie length of the 

second. 

c\ Sides of the head and neck and the throat 

ashy, the latter spotted T. thoracica, p. 363. 

d'. Sides of the head and neck rufous ; throat 
whitish, unspotted. 

a”. Breast whitish ; lower mandible yellow 

throughout T. luteiventris, p. 364. 

b". Breast grey; lower mandible dusky, 

almost brack at base T. mandeUii , p. 366. 

369. Tribura major. The Large-billed Bush-Warbler, 

Dumeticola major, Brooks , J. A. S. B. xli, p. 77 (1872) ; Stoliczha, 
S. F. ii, p. 461 ; Hume , 3. F. iii, p. 242 ; Biddulph , Ibis , 1881, 
p. 65 ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 448. 

Acrocephalus macrorhynchus {Hume), apud Scully , S. F. iv, p. 146. 

Schoenicola major (Brooks), Hume, Cat. no. 519 quat. 

Lusciniola major (Brooks), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 124. 

Chighchi , Turki. 

Coloration . In summer the whole upper plumage and the sides 
of the neck are dull olive-brown, rather darker on the crown, and 
with a* fulvous tinge throughout ; wing-coverts and tail brown, 
edged with rufescent olive-brown ; tail concolorous with the back ; 
lores whitish ; an indistinct cream-coloured supercilium ; ear- 
coverts whitish with brown tips ; cheeks and sides of k the throat 
white, elegantly barred with brown ; chin white ; throat and upper 
breast white, spotted with brown ; middle of abdonten white ; 
remainder of the low er plumage ochraceous, the under taaLcoverts 
broadly margined with dull white; under wing-coverts and axil- 
laries pale buff. The sexes are probably alike. 

The nestling is tinged with green throughout, and the throat is 
barred ; the upper breast is spotted with greenish brown. 

The winter plumage of the adult is unknown, but does not pro- 
bably differ from the summer plumage in any appreciable degree. 

Iris dark brown ; bill black above, pale fleshy beneath ; mouth 
and edges of gape yellow ; tarsus pale yellowish-waxy ; toes darkish 
fleshy-brown ; claws brown horny {Scully). In' the breeding- 
season the whole bill is black. 

Length about 6 ; tail 2-4 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus -8 to -9 ; bill from 
gape -8. 

Distribution . In summer this species is found throughout Kash- 
mir ; I have examined specimens collected in Gbilgit, at G-ulmurg, 
and at Kargil from June to August ; and Scully collected it at Kizil 
Aghil, near Sanju, on his way to Tarkand in August. At this 
season T. major occurs from 6000 to 10,000 feet of elevation. Its 
winter-quarters are unknown, but it probably merely descends into 
the warm valleys at this season. 

Habits , Sfc. Brooks remarks that this Warbler in Kashmir fre- 
quents exclusively places where the ground-cover is abundant ; and 
Scully states that it occurs in long grass, is apparently very rest- 
less, and continually flits in grass from blade to blade. 
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370. Tribura intermedia. The Burmese Bush-Warbler. 

Dumeticola intermedia, Oates, 8. F. ix, p. 220. 

Tribura intermedia (Oates), Brooks, 8. F. xi, p. 445; Oates , B. B. i, 

p. 101. 

Tribura taczanowslda (Stowk.), Oates , 8. F, x, p. 218. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage russet-brown, the wings 
plain brown, the outer webs edged with russet-brown ; tail russet- 
brown, the shafts viewed from below being white, and the tips of 
all the feathers paler ; an indistinct narrow supercilium whitish ; 
lores tinged with brown ; ear-coverts hair-brown, with the shafts 
paler ; cheeks white, the feathers generally tipped with brown ; 
whole lower plumage white, tinged with buff, especially on the 
breast, flanks, and under tail-coverts, the feathers of which are 
broadly tipped with white ; axillaries and under wing- coverts pale 
huffy white. 

The young are strongly suffused on the lower plumage and cheeks 
with deep yellowish buff, and the feathers of the throat are gene- 
rally tipped with dusky brown. 

Upper mandible and tip of the lower dark brown ; remainder of 
bill white ; mouth white ; legs whity flesh-colour ; claws pale horn ; 
iris hazel-btown. 

Length 5-5; tail 2-4; wing 2*2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape *65. 

This species resembles T. luteiventris more closely than it does 
any of the others, but it may be separated at once from it by the 
size of the first primary ; the colour of the plumage is also suffi- 
ciently distinct. 

T. taczanowslda is a Chinese species of which only a young spe- 
cimen is known. The two birds will, I expect, prove to be quite 
distinct when adults are hereafter compared. 

Distribution . Known at present only from the immediate vicinity 
of Kyeikpadein in Pegu, where this species occurs in the cold 
weather from November to the middle of February. Seebohm 
possesses a bird from the Bhutan Doars which appears to be refer- 
able to this Bush-W arbler. 

Habits , 4 *c. Frequents paddy-fields, stubble, and grass, and is a 
great skulker, seldom showing itself. This bird seems to feed 
on the ground a good deal. 

371. Tribura thoracica. The Spotted Bush- Warbler, 

Salicaria afiinis, Hodgs, in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844, descr. nulla'); 
id. Cat. Mamm. tyc. Nepal, pp. 64, 151 (1846). 

Dumeticola thoracica, Blyth, J. A. 8. B . xiv, p. 684 (1845) ; id. Cat. 
p. 183. 

Horornis flaviventris, Hodgs. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 31 ; Jerd. B. Z ii, 
p. 162 ; Brooks, 8. F. x, p. 170. 

Dumeticola afiinis (Hodgs.), Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 334 ; Jerd. B. I. 
ii, p. 158 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 142 ; Brooks, 
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 286. 

Dumeticola brunneipectus, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 19 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. 
xli, pt. ii, p. 164; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 494; id. N. ty E. p. 328: 
Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. 8. F. viii, p. 475. 
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Schoemcola affinis (Hodgs i), Hume, Cat. no. 519 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 205. 

Schoenicola brunneipectus ( Blyth ), Hume , Cat. no. 519 bis. 

Scbcenicola flaviventris ( Hodgs .), Hume , Cat. no. 524. 

Lusciniola thoracica (Blyth), Seebohm, Cat . B . ifef. v, p. 124, pi. vi. 

Lusciniola flaviventris {Hodgs.), Seebohm , C«£. 5. M. v, p. 131. 

Tribura thoracica (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. Sr F. 2nd ea. i, p. 229. 

The Spotted Heed - Warbler ; the Yellow-bellied HilU Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration. In summer tbe whole upper plumage, wings, and 
tail are rufescent olive-brown ; lores and a rather distinct super- 
cilium ashy white ; sides of the head and neck ashy brown ; chin 
and abdomen pure white ; throat ashy brown, with numerous black 
spots ; breast ashy ; sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts dull 
rufous-brown, the last broadly tipped with dull white. The sexes 
appear to be alike, judging from the specimens I have examined. 

In winter a good deal of the ashy brown on the sides of the head 
and neck and on the throat and breast becomes ochraceous, and the 
spots on the throat are reduced in size and number. 

The young bird has the chin, throat, and abdomen dull yellow 
with a greenish tinge, and the remainder of the lower plumage is 
dull ochracous brown ; there are a few brown mottlings or irregular 
bars on the throat, and in this plumage the birds are Horomisflavi - 
ventris , corresponding exactly with Hodgson’s types. 

In winter the bill is brown ; legs pale fleshy ; iris hazel ( CocJc- 
burn) ; in summer the bill is deep black. 

Length about 5; tail 2*5; wing 2*1; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *6. 

Disfribution . Nepal and Sikhim, extending to the Bhutan Doars 
and across the a alley to Shillong. Godwin-Austen also records this 
species from the Megna river in Sylhet. In the British Museum 
there are specimens collected in the N. W. Himalayas by Pin will, 
and in Kashmir by Jerdon. 

Habits, Sfc. This species appears to be resident wherever it is 
found, or to migrate very locally. It occurs up to 9000 feet of 
elevation. Its nest has been found in Nepal and Sikhim, a cup 
loosely made of dry leaves and grass, and built in a low bush. The 
eggs, three or four in number, are white with purplish-red spots 
and specks, and measure *68 by *55. The breeding-season appears 
to be June and July. 


372. Tribura luteiventris. The Brown Bush-Warbler. 

Tribura luteoventris, Hodgs. P. Z. 8 . 1845, p. .SO ; Horsf. M. Cat. 
i, p. 335 ; J erd. B. I. ii, p. 161 ; Hume, N. Sp JE. p. 329 ; Brooks , 
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 285; Hume , Cat. 
no. 522 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 231. 
Pseudoluscinia luteoventris {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 182. 

Horornis erythrogenys, Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 108 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 410. 
Tribura erythrogenys (Hume), Hume,- Cat. no. 522 bis. 

Lusciniola luteiventris (Hodgs,’), Seebohm, Cat B. M. v, p. 125. 

The Plain-brown Reed- Warbler, Jerd. 
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Coloration . In summer the whole upper plumage, wings, and 
tail are rufous-brown ; lores and a very short indistinct supercilium. 
greyish white ; sides of the head rufous, the ear-coverts with pale 
shafts ; chin, throat, middle of breast and of abdomen dull white ; 
under tail-coverts and sides of the body dull rufous-brown, the 
former narrowly tipped with dull white. 



Fig. 115. — Wing of T. luteiventris. 


In winter the plumage is much the same as in summer, but the 
sides of the head are brighter rufous (T. erythroycnys ), and the sides 
of the neck, breast, body, and the under tail-coverts are a bright 
ochraeeous brown. 

The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but are suf- 
fused with yellow beneath, and they are tinged with ochraeeous on 
the sides of the head and neck. 

Iris hazel ; bill pale brown ; legs dark fleshy-brown ( Cochburn ) ; 
in summer the upper mandible of the bill is almost black, in winter 
nearly entirely yellow. 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

The type of T. erythroycnys and another specimen labelled the 
same in the Hume Collection are in my opinion nothing else than 
T \ luteiventris in fresh spring plumage of the first year. The type 
was procured on the 20th May at Darjiling. This species was 
described by Hume in 1872. Brooks has written on the label 
of the type “ luteiventris , I think and there can be little question 
he is right. Hume, however, so late as 1881 (S. F. xi, p. 206, note) 
was still of the opinion that T. erythroycnys was 44 very marked.” 
I regret that I cannot find any character by which to separate it 
from T. luteiventris . 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikhirn, the Bhutau Doars, and the Khasi 
hills. In the Pinwill collection in the British Museum there are 
some specimens from Simla, and others described as having been 
procured in the X. W\ Himalayas. This species does not appear to 
be migratory beyond accommodating itself to climate by moving up 
and down the slopes of the mountains. 

373. Tribura mandellii. Mandelli’s Bush-Warbler. 

Dumeticola mandelli, Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 284 (1875), viii, p. 475. 

Tribura mandellii (B rooks) } Brooks, S. F. ix, p. 240. 

Schcenicola mandellii {Brooks), Hume , S . F. xi, p. 205. 

Coloration . Resembles T. luteiventris . Differs in having the 
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breast ash-grey and in having a few spots or marks, sometimes 
obsolete, sometimes more or less distinct, on the throat and breast, 
in having the bill rather larger, the upper mandible always blackish 
and the lower one dusky, not yellow throughout. 

Of the same size as T. luteiventris . 

Distribution . Sikhim (February to May) ; Shillong (October). 


G-enus 0KTH0T0MUS, Horsf., 1821. 

The genus Orthotomus contains three Indian species of rather 
bright plumage, approaching in this respect Cryptolopha, Abrornis , 
TieJcellia , and Phyllergates. From the first of these it differs by 
the absence of all hairs on the forehead and over the nostrils, and 
from the other three by the possession of twelve tail-feathers. 

The Tailor-birds are remarkable for the skill they display in the 
construction of their nests. Wherever they occur they are toler- 
ably common, and in every case they are resident, without the 
slightest tendency to migrate or even to move locally. The sexes 
differ slightly in each species ; and the spring moult is apparently 
only a partial one, resulting in no change of colour. One species, 
however, is notable for the acquisition in the spring, by the male 
alone, of a tail of extraordinary length : in the autumn the ordi- 
nary short tail is resumed. The Tailor-birds are furnished with 
certain long soft hairs springing from the nape. 

In this genus the bill is as long as the head, broad and rather 
flat. There are a few rictal bristles on each side, but no supple- 
mentary hairs, and the forehead is very smooth and flat; the 
wing is very short and rounded, the first primary large and the 
next two graduated; the tail has twelve feathers and is much 
graduated ; the tarsus is long, and these birds move on the ground 
with ease. 


Key to the Species. 

a. tipper body-plumage yellowish green. 
a!. Axillaries, under wing-coverts, edge of 
wing, and under tail-coverts white, 


merely tinged with yellow O. sutorius, p. 366. 

b\ The same parts bright yellow O. atrigulains , p. 368. 

b . Upper body-plumage ashy 0. ruficeps , p. 368. 


874. Orthotomus sutorius. The Indian Tailor-bird . 

Motacilla sutoria, Forst. Bid. Zool. p. 17 (1781). 

Motacilla longicauda, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 954 (1788). 

Orthotomus longicauda ( Gm .), JBlyth, Cat . p. 144; Horsf. fy M. Cat. 

i, p. 317 ; Jerd. B. J. ii, p. 165 ; Hume , N. 8? E. p. 331. 
Orthotomus sutorius (Forst.), Sharpe , Ibis, 1877, p. 109; Anders . 
Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 642; Hume, Cat . no. 530; Scully, 8. F. 
viii, p. 305 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl . p. 517 ; Barnes . Birds Bom . 
p. 214 ; Oates in Humis N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 231. 
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Sutoria sutoria (Forst.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 215 ; Oates , B. B . 
b P- 107. 

PhutJd, H.j Tuntuni, Beng . ; Patia, Nep . ; Likku-jitta, Tel.; Tavik, 
Oing. 

Coloration . Forehead and anterior half of crown rufous, shading 
off into ashy on the remainder of the crown and nape; lores 
greyish white ; ear-coverts very pale rufescent ashy, with the shafts 
white ; cheeks and lower plumage dull white, tinged with yellowish 
and washed with olive-grey on the sides of the body ; back, rump, 
scapulars, and upper tail-coverts yellowish green; middle tail- 
feathers coloured like the back ; the others greenish brown, each 
feather narrowly tipped white and with a patch of brown in front 
of the white tip ; wings and coverts brown, narrowly edged with 
yellowish green ; thighs rufous. There is a concealed black spot 
on each side of the neck. 

Iris reddish yellow ; eyelids plumbeous, the edges reddish yel- 
low; upper mandible dark horny, the lower pale flesh-colour; 
legs reddish flesh-colour ; claws pale horn. 

Length about 5; tail 2: wing 1*9: tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

The above are the dimensions of the male and female in winter 
plumage and of the female in summer plumage. In summer the 
male acquires very elongated middle tail-feathers and the pair next 
to them are also long. At this season the total length of the male 
is 7*5 and the tail 4*5. 

The female differs but slightly from the male, merely having the 
rufous on the head paler. 

Tenasserim birds are noticeably smaller, having the wing 1*5 to 
1*7, and the nape is tinged with lilac. 

0. macidicollis, which occurs in the Malay peninsula, may be 
recognized by the white streaks on the ear-coverts. 

Distribution . A permanent resident throughout the Empire and 
Ceylon, ascending the Himalayas and other hill-ranges up to 
4000 feet of elevation. This species is no doubt rare in Sind and 
portions of the Punjab, but it appears to be found in all parts 
of those Provinces. In Burma its range ceases at Mergui accord- 
ing to Davison, who failed to procure it south of that town. It 
extends into Siam and China. 

Habits , 4'c. Inhabits well-wooded tracts, low jungles, gardens, 
and also grass-lands where interspersed with bushes. Breeds from 
May to August, constructing its nest in a receptacle formed by 
sewing the edges of a leaf, or sometimes two leaves, together. 
The nest is composed of cotton-down, hair, and fine grass. The 
eggs, three or four in number, are either reddish white or bluish 
green, boldly marked with brownish red. They measure about 
•64 by -46. 

Tins bird is generally found solitary or in pairs, and it has a 
remarkably loud note for its size. When the bird utters this 
note, the black marks on the sides of the neck become distinctly 
visible. 
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375. Orthotomus atrigularis. The Bladc-necked Tailor-bird. 

Orthotomus atrogularis, Temm. Pl. Col. liyr. 101 (1836) ; JBorsf. & 

M . Cat . p. 316 ; Sharpe, Ibis , 1877, pp. 16, 113 ; Hume fy Dav. 
8. F. vi, p. 345 ; Hume , Cat. no. 530 bis ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 219 ; 
id. B. B. i, p. 109 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 220 ; Oates in Hume's 

N. ^JE. 2nd ed. i. p. 235. 

Ortho tomus flavoviriais, Moore, P. Z. 8. 1854, p. 79 ; Godw.-Ausb. 

J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 166 ; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 25. . 

Orthotomus nitidus, Hume , 8. F. ii, pp. 478, 507 ; iii, p. 325. 



Fig. 116.— Bill of O . atrigularis. 

Coloration . Male. The forehead, crown, nape, and lores chest- 
nut; ear-coverts, cheeks, and chin white, with the blackish 
bases of the feathers showing through ; upper plumage and wing- 
coverts yellowish green ; wings dark brown, edged with green ; 
tail green, the edges lighter, the outer feathers tipped with yel- 
lowish and subterminally dark brown ; a large patch on the throat 
black ; lower part of the breast and sides of the body ashy ; abdo- 
men white ; thighs rufous ; under wing-coverts, axillaries, edge of 
wing, and under tail-coverts bright yellow. 

Female. Differs in having no black patch on the throat. The 
young resemble the female. 

Iris orange-brown ; eyelids plumbeous; upper mandible brown, 
lower one and gape flesh-colour ; legs flesh-colour ; claws pale 
horn-colour. 

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas, from the 
Eangit river in Sikhiin to the Dhansiri valley, Assam ; the G-aro 
hills ; Cachar ; the southern portions of Pegu and the whole of 
Tenasserim. This species extends down the Malay peninsula. 

Habits , tyc. Frequents forest country. Mandelll found the nest 
near the great Eangit river on the 18th July. Both the nest and 
eggs resemble those of O. sutorius. 


376. Orthotomus ruflceps. The Bed-headed Tailor-bb'd. 

Edela ruflceps, Less . Tr . d'Orn . p. 309 (1831, nec Less. Cent. Zool. 
p. 212, pi. 71). 

Oirthotomus edela, Temm., Blyth , Cat . p. 144. 

Orthotomus ruflceps (Less.), Horsf. §■ M. Cat . i, p. 316 ; Sharpe , 
Ibis, 1877, p. 114; Hume $ Dav. S, F. vi, p. 346; Hume, Cat. 
no. 530 ter ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 224 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 108. 
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Coloration . Male. The forehead, crown, and nape chestnut ; 
back, scapulars, and rump ashy; upper tail-coverts ashy rufous ; 
tail chestnut, the feathers blackish near the basal halves of the 
shafts ; wings and coverts brown edged with ashy ; cheeks, lower 
half of the ear-coverts, and entire lower plumage white, tinged 
with ashy on the sides of the body ; thighs ferruginous. 

Female . Differs from the male merely in the tail-feathers being 
blackish near the shafts throughout the whole length, with an 
expansion of this colour near the tip. 

in females the lower mandibles are fleshy pink, upper mandibles 
horny brown ; the legs and feet were fleshy pink in one, in another 
the feet, claws, and back of tarsus were fleshy, front of tarsus 
brown ; iris in one salmon, in the other deep brown {Hume 
Davison ). 

Length about 5; tail 1*5; wing 1*9; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape -8. 

Distribution. The extreme southern point of Tenasserim, extend- 
ing down the Malay peninsula to the islands. 

Genus LTTSCmiOLA, Gray, 1841. 

The genus Lusdniola, according to my views, contains hut one 
Indian species. Seebohm, on the contrary, in addition to the pre- 
sent species, makes it include Tribura, Arundinaoc , Herbivocula , 
and a portion of Phglloscojpus . From the first of these, Lusciniola 
differs in having fairly strong rictal bristles, and from the other 
three in having no supplementary hairs in front of the rictal 
bristles, and there are other differences in the shape of the wing 
and tail. 

In this genus there appears to be a complete spring moult, but 
unaccompanied by any change of structure or by any noteworthy 
alteration of colour. The sexes are alike. 

The Sedge-Warbler is quite aquatic in its habits, being always 
found in reed-beds in or close to water, from which it is not easily 
dislodged. It is very likely to be a resident species in India as it 
is in Southern Europe. 

L. melanopogon recalls to mind Acrocephalus bistrigiceps , from 
which, however, it may be separated at once by its large first 
primary. 

Lxtsdniola has a slender bill about two thirds the length of the 
head, two clearly visible rictal bristles but no supplementary hairs 
in front of them, the forehead being smooth and sharply defined ; 
the wing is fairly long, the first primary less than half the length 
of the second, which reaches nearly to the tip of the wing ; the 
tail is well graduated, and the tarsus of considerable length. 

377. Lusciniola melanopogon. The Moustached Sedge-Warbler . 

Sylvia melanopogon, Temm. PL Col. pi. 245, f. 2 (1823). 

Lusciniola melanopogon (Tetnm.), Hume, 8. F. i, p. 190; id. Cat . 

VOL. I. 2 B 
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no. 518 bis ; J Reid, 8. F . x, p. 44 ; Seebohm, Cat . B. M. v, p. 132; 
Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 211. 



Fig. 117. — Head of L. melanopogon. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, and nape black, edged with rufous- 
brown ; hind neck, back, and scapulars rufous-brown, streaked with 
dark brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts plain rufous-brown ; 
wings and tail brown, edged with rufous-brown ; lores and under 
the eye dark brown ; a white supercilium from the nostrils to the 
nape ; ear-coverts mixed rufous and white ; chin, throat, and 
abdomen white ; remainder of lower plumage very pale buff ; axil- 
laries and under wing-coverts white. 

Bill deep greenish brown above, below lighter and fleshy at 
base ; legs, feet, and claws greenish brown ; iris brown {Bingham). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 2*5 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *65. 

Distribution. Sind, and eastwards near Delhi, Etawah, and 
Lucknow, in swamps and reed-beds on the margins of lakes and 
rivers. This bird is probably a resident in all these places, although 
no one appears to have procured it in the summer. It extends 
westward into Europe. 


Genus CISTICOLA, Kaup (1829). 

The genus Cisticola contains four Indian species of small size, 
which, on account of their complex plumage, have given much 
trouble to the ornithologist. They are now much better under- 
stood than they were a few years ago. The Indian species all have 
two complete moults a year, iu the case of one giving rise to no 
alteration of colour worthy of note, but iu the other three causing 
a very decided change of colour between the summer and the 
winter plumages, and accompanied in all four by a radical cbauge 
in the. form and length of the tail. In three species the sexes are 
alike in the winter only, but in the fourth the sexes are alike 
throughout the year.* 

Sharpe has done excellent work in his Catalogue in bringing 
these troublesome birds into some order, but he has united three 
Indian species, an error of which I was myself guilty a few years 
ago. With the larger amount of material now available, however, 
in the Hume and Tweeddale collections, it is possible to arrive at 
safer conclusions. 

The Fantail-W arblers are resident species in India, inhabiting 
grass and com, hut are in no degree aquatic in their habits. They 
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feed a good deal on the ground, and are not shy or difficult to 
observe. 

I restrict the genus to those Warblers with a seasonal change 
of length of tail, accompanied by a short first primary (less than 
half the length of the second) and a very slender, sharp-pointed 
bill. These characters exclude Franklinia , which has a large first 
primary, a shorter and rounder wing, and a larger and blunt bill. 

These Warblers have a moderate tail, almost short in summer, 
evenly rounded, and forming a perfect fan, whence the English 
name ; there are two short rictal bristles, no supplementary hairs, 
and the forehead is smooth. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Upper plumage streaked ; the crown 
plain. 

a'. Crown chestnut 

b\ Crown pale yellow 

c\ Crown golden yellow 

h. Upper plumage streaked, including 
the crown. 

d' . Tips to all the tail-feathers indis- 
tinct, dull rufous- white. 
a". Crown rufous with black streaks, 
the rufous preponderating . . 
a'”. Back ashy, streaked with 

black 

b"\ Back rufous, streaked with 

black 

b". Crown black, with narrow ful- 
vous edges, the black prepon- 
derating much ; a broad rufous 
collar round the hind neck . . 
e\ Tips to the lateral tail-feathers 
very broad and pure white .... 


C. erythrocephala jest. , p. 371. 
C. tytleri <5 sest., p. 372. 

C. volitans <5 sest., p. 373. 


[hyem., p. 373. 
C. volitans $ sest. & ? ^ § 

C. erythrocephala 2 ses t. & 

[c? 2 hyem., p. 371. 

[p. 372. 

C. tytleri $ sest. & 2 hyem., 

C. cursitans } p. 374. 


37S. Cisticola erythrocephala. The Red-headed Fantail- 
Warbler . 

Cisticola erythrocephala, Jerd., Blyth , J. A. S. B. xx, p. 523 (1851) ; 
Jerd. B.l . ii, p. 175; Hume , S. F. v, pp. 94, 351, 406; id. Cat: 
no. 540 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 392 ; Te?ry, S. F. x, p. 476. 

Cisticola exilis, Vig. $ Hot'sf., Sharpe , Cat.. B. M. vii, p. 269 (part.). 

The Red-headed Grass - Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. In summer the forehead, crown, and nape 
are chestnut, shading off into dull rufous, which forms a collar on 
the hind neck and sides of neck ; back rufous, streaked with black ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts rufous-brown ; tail black with white 
tips ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with rich fid vous ; sides 
ot the head and the whole lower plumage bright ferruginous. 

Female. In summer resembles the male in summer, but the fore- 
head, crown, and upper tail-coverts are black, each feather edged 

2b2 
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with rufous ; the tail is broadly edged with olive-brown, tipped 
with dull rufous-white, and subterminally black, these marks being 
very clear when viewed from below. 

The male and female in winter resemble each other and are like 
the female in summer. 

Iris burnt sienna; lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws fleshy; 
upper mandible pale brown (Davison). 

Wing 1*9 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape *55 ; in summer the 
tail is 1*5, and the total length of the bird about 4 ; in winter the 
tail is 2, and the total length about 4*5. 

The bird described by Jordon appears to have been a male in 
summer plumage, with a tail of the length it usually is in winter. 

The young are like the adults in winter, but differ in being rich 
yellowish below. 

Distribution. This bird has been found at Saugor in the Central 
Provinces ; on the Brahmagiris in Coorg, and the Peria Forest hills ; 
in the BLarkur Pass leading from the Wvnaad into Lower Malabar ; 
and upon the Palni hills, at Mount Nebo, Kukal, and Kodaikanal ; 
in all which places there is no doubt this is a resident species. It 
frequents grass like the other Fantail-Warblers. 

j 

379. Cisticola tytleri. The Yellow-headed Fantail- W artier. 

Cisticola tytleri, Blyth, fide Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 176 (1863) ; \Godw.- 
Aust . J. A . S . B . xlv, pt. ii, p. 199 ; Hume , 8. F. v, pp. 94, 350 ; 
id. Cat. no. 541; id. 8. F. xi, p. 211. 

Cisticola melanocephala, Anders. JP. Z. 8. 1871, p. 212 ; Godzg.-Aust. 
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 166, pi. x, fig. 1, xlv, pt. ii, p. 80; Hume, 
8. F. v, pp. 93, 350 ; Anders . Yunnan Fxped., Aves , p. 641 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 539 ter. 

Cisticola ruficollis, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p. 241 (1871) ; Hume , 
8. F. iii, p. 283. 

Cisticola exilis, Vig. fy Horsf ., Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 269 (part.). 

The Cream-coloured Grass- Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Male. In summer the forehead and crown are clear 
pale yellow ; nape, hind neck, and sides of neck dusky yellow ; sides 
of the head and the whole lower plumage pale fulvous or yellowish 
buff ; back ashy brown, streaked with black ; wing-coverts and 
quills dark brown, edged with fulvous ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
fulvous-yellow ; tail black, narrowly tipped white. 

Female. In summer the forehead, crown, and upper tail-coverts 
are streaked with black ; the hind neck and the sides of the neck 
rufous-brown, forming a broad collar ; otherwise she resembles the 
male. 

Both sexes in winter have the forehead, crown, and nape deep 
black, with narrow fulvous edges ; hind neck and sides of neck 
rufous, forming a broad, immaculate collar ; back and upper tail- 
coverts black, with fulvous edges ; rump plain fulvous ; tail dark 
brown, very broadly edged with olive-brown and subterminally 
darker, the middle pair of feathers being almost entirely olive- 
brown ; all the feathers tipped with dull rufous-white ; wings and 
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coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous ; ear-coverts brown with 
pale shafts ; sides of the head and the whole lower plumage pule 
fulvous. 

Bill fleshy brown ; legs fleshy yellow ; iris buff (Jerdon). 

Wing 1*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *5 ; in summer both sexes 
measure about 4 in length, and the tail is 1 * 2 ; in winter the 
length of both sexes is about 4*5, and that of the tail 1*9. 

Distribution. The base of the Himalayas from the Bhutan Doars 
to Dibrugarh and Sadiya ; the Khasi halls ; Dacca ; Manipur and 
Bhamo. 

3S0. Cisticola volitans. The Golden-headed Fantail- Warbler. 

Calamanthella volitans, Swinh. Journ. N. China As. Soc. 1859, p. 226. 

Cisticola volitans (SwinhX Oates, S. F. x, p, 219 ; Oates in Hume's 
JS T . $ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 236. 

Cisticola exilis, Vig . $• Hors/., Oates , B. B. i, p. 117 5 Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. vii, p. 2G9 (part.). 

Coloration. Male. In summer the forehead, crown, and nape are 
golden yellow ; the hind neck duller, tinged with brown, and sepa- 
rated from the nape by a dusky band ; back ashy, streaked with black ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts fulvous-yellow ; tail black, tipped with 
dull white ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous ; 
sides of the head and the whole lower plumage pale fulvous or 
yellowish buff ; the abdomen whitish. 

Female. In summer resembles the male in summer, but the 
forehead and crown are dusky golden yellow streaked with dark 
brown ; the hind neck and sides of the neck dull golden yellow, 
without streaks, forming a more or less uniform collar ; tail black, 
edged with olive-brown and tipped with dull rufous-white, and with 
a subterminal black band when viewed from below. 

The winter plumage of the Burmese bird is not known. It will 
probably be blackish above, and similar in general to that of 
(7. tgtleri . 

Iris hazel-brown ; upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible 
and gape fleshy pink ; legs and elaw r s flesh-colour. 

In summer the length is about 4 ; the tail 1*25 ; wing 1 * 8 ; 
tarsus *75 ; bill *5. The total length and the length of the tail in 
winter are not known. 

I provisionally identify the Burmese bird with Swinh oe ? s C. voli- 
tans , but I am not satisfied that the two are absolutely identical, 
nor that the Burmese and Chinese bird, or either of them, if dis- 
tinct, extends down to Australia. The series from each country 
is at present inadequate for a correct opinion to be arrived at. 

Distribution . Southern Pegu, along the grassy jungles on both 
sides of the Pegu Canal from one lock to the other, but most com- 
mon where the soil is sandy and suitable for the growth of thatch- 
grass. 

Habits , §e. Similar to those of C. eursitans, but the present species 
has a more musical and bell-like note. It breeds in May and June 
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and probably throughout the rains, constructing a beautiful nest, 
composed entirely of the flowering heads of grass, and attached to 
several stalks of grass growing in a thick clump. The eggs are a 
pale blue spotted with rusty brown, and measure *55 by *43. 

381. Cisticola cursitans. The Rufous Fantail- Warbler, 

Sylvia cisticola, Terrnn. Man . d’Om. 2 e 4d. i, p. 228, pi. (1820) : id 
PI. Col. pi. 6, flg. 3 (1820). ‘ 

Prinia cursitans, Frankl. P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 118. 

Cisticola sckoenicola, Bp. Comp. List B. JEur. fy N. Amer. p. 12 
(1838) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 145 ; Jerd, B. I. ii, p. 174 ; Hume, N. ty E. 
p. 348 j Goaw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, pi. x, fig. 2. 

Cisticola omalura, Blyth, Cat . p. 145 ; id. J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 176 (1851). 
Cisticola homalura, Hume , 8. F. v, pp. 90, 350 ; id. Cat . no. 541 bis. 
Cisticola cursitans ( Frankl .), Blyth, Cat. p. 145 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. 
i, p. 324 ; Hume , 8. F. v, p. 90 ; id. Cat. no. 539 ; Legge , Birds 
Ceyl . p. 531 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 217 ; Oates in Hume's N. & 
E. 2nd ed. i, p. 236. 

Cisticola manipurensis, Godw.-Aust. P. Z. S. 1874, p. 47; id. J. A. 
8. B, xliii, pt. ii, p. 165, pi. ix, fig. 1 ; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 397, v, 
p. 90 ; id. Cvt. no. 539 bis. 

Cisticola cisticola ( Temm .), Oates, B. B. i, p. 115; Sharpe, Cat. 
B.M.y ii, p.259. 

The Rufous Grass- Warbler, Jerd.; Ghas ka-phuthi or Ghas ha-pit - 
pitti, Hind.; Yedru-jitta, Tel. ; Kher-ghusa , H. at Bhagulpore ; Tuntunia, 
at Monghyr. 


Fig. 118. — Bill of C. cursitans. 

Colw'ation. In summer the whole upper plumage is dark brown 
or black, with rufous margins to all the feathers; rump plain 
rufous ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous ; tail 
brown, edged with rufous, broadly tipped white, subterminally deep 
black, and with a rufous patch in front of this black ; lores, super- 
eilium, cheeks, and the whole lower plumage huffy white ; ear- 
coverts brownish. 

In winter the plumage is practically the same as in summer, but 
the tail is without the rufous patches above the subterminal black 
spots. 

Iris light yellowish brown ; bill flesh-coloured, dark along the 
culmen : legs and claws pinkish ; mouth black at the breeding- 
season, dusky at other times. 

In summer the length is about 4-5 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus 
•8 ; bill from gape *6 ; in winter the tail measures 1*75, and the 
total length is correspondingly increased. 

Distribution. Every portion of the Empire and Ceylon where the 
country is suitable, but not on hills at any great elevation. Outside 




FEAtfKLI>'IA. 375 

our limits this bird has an immense range in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. 

Habits , 4~c. This species frequents corn-fields and grass-land, and 
is everywhere abundant in such surroundings. It has a sharp 
clear note, mostly uttered while the bird is soaring in the air, 
w hich it frequently does, rising from one clump of grass and de- 
scending to another. It breeds from April to October, construct- 
ing a deep tubular nest in a clump of grass, to the stems of which 
the structure is attached. The nest is made of fine grass chiefly, 
to which are added cobwebs and vegetable down. The eggs, 
usually five in number, are white, or tinged with green, speckled 
u ith red and purple, and measure *59 by '46. 

Genus FRANKLINIA, Blyth, 1863. 

The genus Franhlinia contains four Indian species, three of 
which have hitherto been included in Prinia by all ornithologists 
except Sharpe. Prinia was instituted by Horsfield for Prinia 
familiar is of Java, a Wren- Warbler with ten tail-feathers; and 
there can be no doubt that it is desirable to keep the Wren- 
Warblers in two separate genera, Prinia being retained for the 
birds with ten tail-feathers, and Franhlinia for those with twelve. 
I have already stated my reasons why the latter birds cannot be 
included in Cisticola . 

The history of one species of Franhlinia is incomplete. The 
other three have a complete double moult every year attended by 
a change in the length of the tail, and two have a marked change 
of colour as well. The sexes are always alike. 

The Wren-Warblers are all resident species or merely partial 
migrants on the hills only. They frequent grass and bushes, either 
in the open or on the outskirts of forest, and are fairly abundant, 
except one species, about which little is known. 

In these birds the bill is about two thirds the length of the head, 
slender, but not so finely pointed as in Cisticola. The rictal bristles 
are strong and two in number. There are no supplementary hairs 
in front of them, and the feathers of the forehead are compact 
and smooth. The wing is very rounded and feeble, the first 
primary more than half the length of the second, and the next three 
graduated. The tail, even in summer, is very ample and well- 
graduated. The tarsus is strong. 

Key to the Species*, 
a. Forehead and crown of same colour. 

a'. Tips of tail-feathers shorter than width 
of feathers and dull white, 
a". Crown and upper plumage of same 

colour F. gracilisy p. 376. 


* I cannot identity Prinia humilis, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 144, said to have 
twelve tail-feathers. Hume apparently no longer considers it a good species, as 
he enters it in his * Catalogue’ with a note of doubt. It appears from tbe de- 
scription to be Franklinia gracilis . 
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b". Crown darker than upper plumage . . 
V. Tips of tail-feathers longer than width of 

feathers and pure white 

b. Forehead rufous; crown bluish ashy 


F. rufescens, p. 377. 

F. buchanani, p. 378. 

F. cinereicapilla , p. 379. 


382. Franklinia gracilis. Franklin's Wren- Warbler. 

Prinia gracilis, Fi'ankl . P. Z. 8, 1831, p. 119 ; Blyth, Cat p. 143; 
Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 172 ; Hume , N. § E. p. 341 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 136 ; 
Anders . Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 641 ; Hume , Cat . no. 536 ; 
Brooks , 8. F. viii, p. 476 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 216. 

Prinia hodgsoni, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844) ; Blyth , Cat. 
p. 143 ; Horsf. fy AT. Oat. i, p. 322 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 173 ; 
Hume, N. fy E. p. 342 ; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 136; Legge, 8. F. iii, 
p. 203 ; Anders . Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 641 ; Hume $■ Dav. 8. F. 
vi, p. 348 ; Oates, 8. F. yii, p. 48 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 523 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 538 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 217 ; Hume . 8. F. xi, 

p. 208. 

Pnnia rufula, Godw.-Aust. P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 47 ; id. J. A. 8. B. xliii, 
pt. ii, p. 1G5, pi. ix, fig. 2 ; Hume, 8 . F. iii, p. 397 ; id. Cat . 
no. 636 ter. 

Cisticola gracilis ( Frankl .), Shaiye, Cat. B. M. yii, p. 253; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 119. 

Franklinia gracilis ( Frankl . ), Oates in Hume’s N. § E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 240. 

Franklin’s Wren- Warbler ; the Malabar Wren- Warbler, Jerd. 



Fig. 119. — Bill of F. gracilis. 

Coloration . In summer the upper plumage, sides of the head, 
wings, and tail are ashy grey, the wings edged with pale rufous, 
the tail with a subterminal patch of brown on each feather and 
tipped with whitish ; ear-coverts whitish in front, greyish behind ; 
cheeks, chin, throat, abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts white ; 
breast ashy ; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

In winter the upper plumage and tail are rufous-brown ; the 
wings brown, broadly edged with rufous ; the tail with subterminal 
dark patches and white tips ; under plumage white, tinged with 
fulvous ; a whitish line over the lores reaching to the eye. 

Iris hazel-red ; edges of eyelids orange ; legs yellowish orange ; 
daws horn-colour ; bill dark brownish black ; mouth black. After 
the breeding-season the mouth becomes flesh-coloured and the edges 
of the eyelids change to plumbeous. 

Length 4*5; tail. 1-9 ; wing 1*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *55 ; 
in winter the tail is longer, measuring about 2’4 inches, and the 
total length of the bird is correspondingly increased. 
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Distribution. The whole o£ the Empire and Ceylon, except Sind 
and the more desert portions of Rajputana. This species is also 
absent apparently from Central and Southern Tenasserim. "With 
these exceptions it is generally spread over the whole country. 
It ascends the Himalayas and other mountains to a considerable 
elevation, for I have seen specimens 1 collected in Kashmir, at 
Murree, and Darjiling, in Kative Sikkim, and at Shillong. It is 
everywhere a constant resident except on the higher parts of the 
hills, which it probably abandons on the approach of winter. 

Habits , fyc. F. gracilis frequents forests and wooded parts of the 
country, as well as grass-lands. It breeds throughout the rains, 
constructing a nest of grass in the cavity formed by a leaf, the 
edges of which are skilfully stitched together. The eggs, three in 
number, are pale blue, spotted with reddish brown, or sometimes 
entirely unspotted, and measure *5S by *42. 


3S3. Eranklinia rufescens. Beavarfs Wren-Warbler. 

Prinia rufescens, BlytTi , J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 456 (1847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 143; Godw.-Amt. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 166; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 640 ; Hume , Cat. no. 536 bis ; id. 8. F. 
xi, p. 211. 

Prinia beavani, Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 551 ; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 136; 
Oates , 8. F. v, p. 158 ; Hume 8p Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 349 ; Hume , 
Cat . no. 538 his ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 186 ; Oates, S. F. x, 
p. 219. 

Prinia poliocephala, A. Anders . P. Z. 8. 1878, p. 370, pL xix ; Hume, 
8. F. vii, p. 319 ; id. Cat. no. 535 his ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 286. 

Cisticola beavani ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 255 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 120. 

Cisticola poliocephala (A. Anders.), 8harpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 257. 

Eranklinia rufescens ( Blyth ), Oates in Hume's N. ty E. 2nd ed. i, 

p. 242. 

Coloration. In summer the lores are brown ; a streak from the 
nostrils over the eye white ; forehead, crown, and nape ashy brown; 
back, wing-coverts, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts rufous- 
brown ; tail more rufous, tipped with white, and each feather with 
a large subterminal spot of brown ; wings brown, edged with rufous- 
brown, and the tertiaries wholly of this colour ; sides of the head 
ashy; lower plumage white, washed with buff, brighter on the 
flanks. 

In winter the forehead, crown, and nape are a paler ashy, not 
contrasting so much with the plumage of the regaining upper 
parts. 

Iris reddish brown ; bill horn-colour, pinkish at base ; legs and 
claws pinkish ; mouth flesh-colour. 

Wing 1*65 ; tarsus *75; bill from gape *6 ; in summer the total 
length is about 4-5 and the tail 1*7 ; in winter the corresponding 
dimensions are 5 and 2. 

Apart from the dark head, this species may be distinguished 
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from F. gracilis by its much stronger bill, which, moreover, never 
turns black in the summer. 

Distribution . Throughout the lower ranges of the Himalayas 
from Kurnaun to Upper Assam, and southwards from the latter 
Province through Burma to the extreme end of Tenasserim. 

Habits , fyc. Frequents the outskirts of forests or well-wooded 
parts of the country. Breeds during the monsoon, commencing 
in May. The nest, made of fine grass, is placed in the cavity 
formed by stitching together the two edges of a soft leaf of a tree 
or shrub. The eggs, three in number, are glossy pale blue, speckled 
with reddish brown, and measure •61 by ‘45. 

384. Franklinia buchanani. The Rufous-fronted Wren- Warbler. 

Prinia buchanani, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844). 

Drymoica buchanani, Blyth , Cat. p. 143. 

Franklinia buchanani (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 186 ; Hume , -ZV. JE, 

p. 358 ; Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 241 ; Hume , S. F. i, 
p. 195 ; Adam , S. F. i, p. 382 ; Butler , S. F. iii, p. 486 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 551 ; Reid, 8. F. x, p. 47 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 223 ; 
id. Joum. Bom. H. H. 8oc. 1886, p. 51 ; Oates in Hume's N. # E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 243. 

Cisticola buchanani (Blyth), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 246. 

Coloration. At all seasons of the year the upper plumage and 
the sides of the neck reddish brown, brightest oil the forehead and 
crown ; wings and coverts with broad edges 1 " of the same; tail 
brown, faintly cross -barred, all the feathers except the middle 
pair broadly tipped white and subterminally darker ; lores and a 
supercilium white; ear- coverts and under the eyo^ whitish ; lower 
plumage white, the flanks, vent, and under tail-coverEs tinged with 
fulvous ; thighs ferruginous. 

Iris light brown to orange-red ; upper mandible dusky, lower 
pale fleshy ; legs and feet pale fleshy brown. 

Wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill *6 ; total length in summer about 5, 
tail 2*3 ; total length in winter 5*5, tail 2*7. 

Although this bird has two complete moults a year there is no 
change in the colour of the plumage in summer and winter, nor 
does the bill become black in summer. 

Distribution. Throughout Sind, Eajputana, the lower part of the 
Punjab, the North-western Provinces, Central India, and the 
Central Provinces, extending to the east as far as Lohardugga. 
J erdon states that this bird is found throughout the Carnatic and 
the tableland of Southern India, and there are three specimens 
in the British Museum labelled Madras. I have seen no recently 
collected specimens from any place south of the latitude of 
Ahmednagar. 

Habits, fyc. Pound commonly in small troops in open country. 
Breeds from May to September, constructing a nest of grass and 
vegetable fibre of various shapes, sometimes like a purse or a cup, 
at other times globular. It is built in a low bush as a rule. The 



LA.TICJXLA. 


379 


eggs, four or five in number, are whitish speckled with dingy red, 
and measure *62 by ‘48. 


3S5. Franklinia cinereicapilla. Hod<j son's Wren-Warbler. 

Prinia cinereocapilla, 1 Todys., Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 77 ; Horsf. 

M. Cat . i, p. 322 ; Jerd. B. 1 . ii, p. 172 ; Hume, N. § E. p. 341 ; 
Brooks , S. F. iii, p. 242 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 320 ; id. Cat. no. 537 ; 
id. S. F. ix, p. 286. 

Cisticola cinereicapilla (Moore), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 256. 

Franklinia cinereicapilla (Hodys.), Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 246. 

Coloration . In winter the forehead and a supercilium are rufous ; 
crown, nape, lores, and a band behind the eye dark bluish ashy, 
narrowly cross-barred with blackish ; upper plumage and edges of 
wing bright rufous ; tail rufous, tipped paler, and with a sub- 
terminal dark band; cheeks, ear-coverts, and the whole lower 
plumage pale fulvous. The summer plumage is not known. In 
the dry state the bill is deep black and the legs fleshy brown. 

Length in winter about 4*7 ; tail in winter 2*4 ; wing 1*7 ; 
tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . This rare species was procured by Hodgson in 
some part of Nepal, and his birds are in the British Museum. I 
have seen specimens that were procured by Mandelli in the 
Bhutan Boars, and by Brooks at Bhunda on the Bhagiruthee river. 
Blanford (J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 165) notes this bird from Sikhim, 
but his description does not in the least agree with this species, 
but rather with F. rufescens . 

Hume surmises (Z. c.) that F. cinereicapilla may be an abnormal 
variety of Prinia socialis, but the different number of tail-feathers 
in the two species is quite sufficient to negative such an idea. 


Genus LATICILLA, Blyth, 1845. 

The genus Laiicilla contains two Indian species characterized 
by very large tails. It is not certain whether their spring moult 
is complete, but the tail is certainly moulted and differs in length 
at the two seasons. The upper plumage is streaked in both 
species. 

b These birds frequent reeds and grass, and H um e describes the 
Sind species as being the greatest skulker he knows of after Cettia 
oriental is. 

The bill is about half the length of the head, there are three 
rictal bristles, and the members of this genus agree with all other 
Reed-birds in having no supplementary hairs, and in having the 
frontal feathers short and smooth. The wing is very short and 
rounded, the first primary large, and the next three graduated 5 
the tail is very long and greatly graduated. 
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Key to the Species. 

a. Under tail-coverts dark ferruginous L. burnesi , p. 380. 

b. Under tail-coverts greyish white like abdomen. L. drier ascens , p. 381. 


386. Laticilla burnesi. The Long-tailed Grass-Warbler. 

Eurycercus burnesii, JBlyth , J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 374 (1844) ; Jerd. B. 
I. ii, p. 74. 

Spheiueacus bumesii ( BlytK ), Blyth, Cat. p. 140. 

Laticilla burnesi ( Blyth ), Hume , 8. F. i, p. 180; Butler, S. F. vii, 
pp. 182, 191 ; Hume , Cat. no. 443 ; Doig, 8. F. viii, p. 373 ; Sliarpe, 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 119 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 184 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. i, p, 247. 

The Lmig-tailed Feed-bird, Jerd. ; Hidela, Sind. 


Eig. 120. — Head of L. burnesi . 

Coloration. Lores, a ring round the eye, and a narrow super- 
cilium white ; sides of the head and cheeks white, or pale rufes- 
cent streaked with black ; forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, sides 
of. the neck, and the whole back and scapulars rufous-brown 
broadly streaked with black, and the rufous brighter on the mantle ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown, with obsolete shaft- 
streaks ; . tail olive-brown, darker along the shafts, the laterals 
tipped with fulvous ; wing-coverts olive-brown with darker centres ; 
quills with the outer webs olive-brown ; chin, throat, middle of 
breast and abdomen white ; sides of the breast and abdomen oliva- 
ceous, streaked with brown ; under tail-coverts dark ferruginous. 

Bill brown above, pale straw below : leers, feet, and iris brown 
(Butler). 

Length up to 7*5 ; tail in winter up to 4*3, in summer 3*7 ; 
wing 2*2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape -65. 

Distribution. Upper Sind from the junction of the.Chenab and 
Indus rivers to Larkhdna, and also on the Eastern N4ra, where 
Doig found this species breeding. J erdon records it from Monghyr 
on the Granges in March. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from March to September, constructing a 
nest in a tussock of grass. The nest, the shape of which is not 
described by Boig, but which, judging from his dimensions, is cup- 
shaped, is composed of coarse grass lined with finer materials. 
The eggs, three in number, are pale green blotched with purplish 
brown, and measure *72 by *54, 



GEAMINICOL.V. 


381 


387. Laticilla cinerascens. Day's Long-tailed Grass-Warbler. 

Eurycercus cinerascens, Wald. A. 31. N. H. (4) xiv, p. 150 (1874) j 
Hume , S. F. iii, p, 280 ; id. Cat no. 448 bis. 

Laticilla cinerascens ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 119. 

Coloration . Tipper plumage ashy olive streaked with brown ; 
upper wing-coverts and visible portions of quills plain ashy olive, 
with the shafts and the portion near them very dark brown, and 
probably with fulvous tips ; lores, a ring round the eye, cheeks, 
chin, and throat pure white; remainder of lower plumage pale 
greyish white; upper part of ear-coverts ashy olive, lower part 
albescent. 

Bill in the dry state dark brown, with the base of the lower 
mandible pale; legs dark brown. 

Length about 6 ; tail 3*2, and probably up to 4 ; wing 2 ; 
tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

The only two specimens of this bird known are in the British 
Museum. They are poor skins, and it is difficult to draw up a 
very accurate description from them, especially of the tail, which 
is very much worn down in both examples. 

Distribution. Dhubri, Lower Assam, where the types were pro- 
cured by Dr. Day on the 27th November, 1873. 


Genus GRAMINICOLA, Jerd., 1863. 

The genus Graminicola contains but one species, and this is found 
in India. It has only a partial moult in the spring, confined appa- 
rently to the tail, which varies considerably in length at the two 
seasons. The sexes are alike. The upper plumage is streaked, 
and the tail is very ample. 

This bird frequents grass-lands, and is very fond of concealment. 
It is a resident species, probably never moving more than a few 
yards from its selected home. 

The bill of this genus is tolerably stout and about half the 
length of the head, and there are four large rictal bristles, but no 
supplementary hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are firm and 
close. The wing is like that of Laticilla. The tail is very large 
and greatly graduated. 


388. Graminicola bengalensis. The Large Grass- Warbler . 

? Megalurus verreauxi, Tytler, A. M. N. H (2) xiv, p. 176 (1854) 
(descr. nulla). J 

Graminicola bengalensis, Jerd. B. L ii, p. 177 (1863) ; Godxo.-Aust 

. 7 ’ A _ 7? vliii Yvf. iJ • ■a.'Nr *n+ « QA. TT. ^ , 
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J. A. S. B. xlui, pt. 11 , p. 167; xlv, pt. ii, p. 80; Hume. Cat. 

F. ix, p. 255 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 234 : Oates 

j B. T? J - J ; - x 7 


no. 542 ; id. S. , r 

in Hume's N. § E. 2nd ed. i, p. 249. 

Drymoiea bengalensis (Jerd.), Hume, N. $ E. p. 345, 


Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and upper tail-coverts 
black, each feather edged with tawny fulvous ; rump plain tawny 
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fulvous ; the feathers of the hind neck black with white margins, 
forming a collar different in appearance to the back ; wing-coverts 
and quills dark brown, the former very broadly, the latter very 
narrowly edged with tawny fulvous ; tail black, margined with 
olivaceous, broadly tipped white, and indistinctly cross-barred; 
lores, a supereilium, and round the eye greyish white ; ear-coverts 
rufescent ; sides of neck, breast and body, thighs, and under tail- 
coverts ochraceous, the latter with black shaft-streaks. 

Legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; bill brown, pale fleshy on 
basal half of lower mandible ; iris reddish brown {Hume)* 

Wing 2-4 ; tarsus ‘9 ; bill from gape -7 ; length in summer about 
6*5, of tail 2*8 ; length in winter about 7, of tail 3*5. 



Fig. 121. — Head of 6r. lengalensis. 

The plumage of this bird is subject to considerable variation, as 
is the case in all birds that live in reeds and get the margins of 
their feathers worn away in various degrees regardless of season, 
sex, or age. 

j Distribution. Jerdon first observed this bird on the banks of the 
Ganges, and subsequently in Gachar. It occurs in the Bhutan and 
Buxa Doars and up the Assam valley to Sadiya. It appears to be 
common in Sylhet and Cachar, and both Hume and Godwin- 
Austen procured it in Manipur. In the British Museum there is 
a specimen from Siam. 

Halits , A nest, supposed to he of this species, is said by 

Hume to be a massive and deep cup, fixed between three reeds, con- 
structed of sedge and vegetable fibre firmly wound together and 
round the reeds, and lined with fine grass-roots. The egg is said 
to be a dull green, faintly speckled with dull purplish and reddish 
brown. 


Genus MEGALTJRTTS, Horsf., 1821. 

The genus Megctlurus contains one Indian species which occurs 
in a somewhat erratic manner over a considerable portion of the 
Empire. This bird appears to have little or nothing of a spring 
moult ; its tail is not changed, and probably what little moult it 
has at that season is confined to some of the body-feathers. The 
young, however, are intensely and richly coloured, which shows the 
affinity of this species for the "Warblers. 

Megctlurus frequents plains of grass and the banks of rivers, 
feeds on the ground a good deal, and is not so fond of hiding itself 



MEGALURUS. 


383 


as some of its allies ; in fact, I have found it an easy bird to 
observe. It has a fine song, loud and cheerful, uttered as the bird 
flies up into the air and descends with motionless wings some 
fifty yards from where it started. 

In Megalurus the sexes are alike ; the bill is strong ; the wing 
is less rounded than in most of the sedentary Warblers, the third 
primary reaching to the tip of the wing, and the first being of very 
large size. The tail is verj- much longer than the wing, pointed 
and much graduated. The rietal bristles are strong, there are no 
supplementary hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are remark- 
ably short and close. Hume has drawn attention to the curious 
formation of the foot : it is deeply cleft between the middle and 
inner toe, and this latter is partially reversible. This peculiarity 
explains the rapidity and ease with which the bird climbs about 
amongst reeds and reed-grass. 

389. Megalnros palustris. The Striated Marsh-Warbler . 

Megalurus palustris, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 159 (1820) ; 
Bli/th, Cat. p. 139 ; Horsf. # M. Cat. i, p. 330 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii, 
p. 70 ; Hume , N. §B. p. 276 ; Ball, S. F. iv, p. 233 ; Hume § Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 295 ; Hume, Cat. no. 440 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped. } 
Aves, p. 639 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 209 ; id. B. B. i, p. 106 ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 123 ; Hume. S. F. xi, p. 175 ; Oates in Hume's 
X. $ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 249. 

The Striated Marsh-Babbler , Jerd. ; lal-aggin, H. ; Nul-eJaypee , 
Assam. 



Fig. 122. — Head of M. palustris. 

Coloration . Upper plumage fulvous-brown, the head rather 
rufous, and each feather with a dark brown or blackish stripe down 
the shaft, the feathers of the back and scapulars each with a broad 
black stripe down the middle ; wing-coverts blackish brown, broadly 
edged with fulvous-brown; quills blackish brown, the primaries 
narrowly, and the other quills broadly, edged with rufous-brown; 
tail fulvous-brown, the shafts and the portions of feathers near them 
dusky ; a broad supereilium, becoming indistinct near the nape, 
greyish white ; chin and throat white ; sides of the neck and all 
the lower plumage earthy brown, tinged with buff on the flanks, 
vent, and under tail-coverts ; a few streaks of brown on the breast 
and under tail-coverts. 

The young are very similar to the adult, but they have the 
supereilium and the whole lower plumage suffused with yellow; 
the adult plumage is assumed in February. 
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Iris pale brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill horny brown, dark ou 
the upper mandible, and rather pale on the lower; mouth dark 
bluish brown ; legs pale pink ; claws pinkish horn-colour. 

Length up to 10 ; tail 4*9 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from gape 
1 ; the female is considerably smaller. 

Distribution. This bird has rather a remarkable area of distri- 
bution so far as is known. Beginning on the west it is found at 
Hoshungabad on theNerbudda; thence through Seoni to 8am- 
balpur and in the valley of the Mahanacli in Orissa, where it has 
been procured at Boad and Sonepur. Jerdon records it from the 
banks of the "Wainganga and Indravati rivers. It is again found 
in Dacca, and then in the Bhutan and Buxa Doars, extending up 
to Sadiya. Southwards from Assam it occurs in all suitable 
localities down to Central Tenasserim, being extremely common in 
Manipur and many parts of Southern Pegu. It appears to be 
absent from the Malay peninsula, but it is found again in Java. 

Habits , Breeds from April to June, or later, making a deep 

cup-shaped nest of grass-leaves in a tussock of grass and laying four 
eggs, which are white speckled with blackish and purplish brown ; 
they measure *9 by *63. 

Genus SCH(ENICOLA, Blyth, 1844. 

The genus Schoenicola contains one Indian bird which has been 
till lately remarkable for its extreme rarity and local distribution. 
"We owe it to Mr. Prank Bonrdillon and Col. Butler that we are now 
well acquainted with the species. 

Schoenicola has two thorough and complete moults a year, chang- 
ing the colour of its plumage and the length of its tail at each 
moult. The sexes are alike, and the young birds are tinged with 
yellow. This genus resembles Megalurus in many of its habits, 
especially in its fondness for grass and reeds, and in its habit of 
soaring in the air singing. 

In Schoenicola the bill is rather short, being only half as long as 
the head ; there are two strong rictal bristles, no supplementary 
hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are short and compact. The 
wing is fairly developed, the third primary reaching to the tip of 
the wing, and the first two being of large size. The tail at both 
seasons is very ample and well graduated. The tarsus is remark- 
ably long, denoting a ground-feeding bird. 

390. Schoenicola platyura. The Broad-tailed Grass- Warbler. 

Thimafia platyura, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. 8. xiii, p. 170 (1844). 

Schcenicola platyura (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p, 73 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, 
p. 37 ; id. Cat. no. 442 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 532 ; Brooks , 8. F. 
ix, p. 209 ; Hume, 8. F. ix, pp. 211, 234 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 401 ; 
Davison, 8. F. x, p. 383 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 110 ; Barnes , 
Birds Bom. p. 183 ; Hacgregor, 8. F. x, p. 438 ; Dates in Hume's 
N. 8f B. 2nd ed. i, p. 251. 

The Broad-tailed Reed-bird, Jerd. 
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Coloration . In summer, the lores and a short indistinct super- 
cilium whitish ; chin, throat, and middle of abdomen pure white ; 
remainder of the lower plumage rich ochraceous brown ; the under 
tail-coverts dark brown, tipped with dull white ; the whole upper 
plumage, sides of the head, and neck rich brown tinged with rufous, 
brighter on the edges of the quills and coverts ; the back, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and tertiaries indistinctly cross-rayed; tail 
brown, distinctly cross-barred, darker and obsoletely tipped pale. 

In winter, the lores and a rather indistinct supercilium, cheeks, 
and the whole lower plumage soft ochraceous white, more pro- 
nounced across the breast and on the flanks ; under tail-coverts 
dark ochraceous, tipped with dull white ; sides of the head and 
neck and the whole upper plumage fulvous-brown, the edges of the 



Fig. 123 . — Head of S. plat y lira. 

quills and coverts brighter ; the back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and 
tertiaries cross-rayed when viewed in a good light ; tail brown, dis- 
tinctly cross-barred darker, and all the feathers tipped with dull 
white. 

Iris olive-brown; legs and feet brown in front, pale whitish 
flesh-colour behind and on the soles ; bill black above, pale horny 
blue below ; gape black. In the female the legs and feet are fleshy 
brown and paler than in the male ; the bill is brown above, fleshy 
below, and the mouth is not black inside ( Butler , August and 
September). 

Iris pale clay-brown ; bill above plumbeous, below pale horny 
white ; legs, feet, and claws pale brownish (. Bourclillon , April). 

In winter the length is about 7 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus *85 ; 
bill from gape *65. In summer plumage the tail is slightly shorter 
than in winter plumage, and measures about 2*5. 

Distribution . The western coast of India from Belgaum to Tra- 
vancore, and Ceylon. This bird is a permanent resident, and in- 
habits both the hills and the lower levels. 

Habits , fye. Breeds near Belgaum in September. The nest, 
which is a mere ball of grass with an entrance on one side, is built 
in a tussock of grass close to the ground. The eggs, four in num- 
ber, are white spotted with brownish red, and one egg measured 
*73 by *6. 


Genus ACANTHOPTILA, Blyth, 1855. 

The genus Acanthoptila was instituted by Blyth for a remarkable 
bird discovered by Hodgson many years previously, and which is 
VOL. I. 2 o 
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still very rare. It is characterized by its large size, spinous plu- 
mage, and very ample tail. 

Hodgson figures two specimens, to each of which he assigns a 
different name ; but an examination of his types, together with 
some other specimens, leaves it little doubtful, I think, that both 
drawings represent the same species, and that the differences 
shown are due to season. Acanthoptila , like most Warblers, has 
two moults a year, probably only a partial one in the spring, but 
one which affects the colour of the throat very distinctly. The 
sexes are probably alike. 

This genns has a bill nearly as long as the head and gently 
curved ; the rictal bristles are short, there are no supplemen- 
tary hairs, and the forehead is flat and smooth as in other G-rass- 
Warblers. The wing is rounded, and the first four quills graduated. 
The tail is much longer than the wing, broad and well rounded. 
The tarsus is about one third the length of the wing and very 
strong. 


391. Acanthoptila nepalensis. The Spiny Warbler . 

Timalia nipalensis, Hodgs. As . Res. xix, p. 182 (1836). 

Timalia pellotis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 182 (1836). 

Timalia leucotis, Jlodgs. in Gh'ay's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844). 
Malacocercus nipalensis (Jlodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 140 ; JJorsf. fy M. 
Cat. i, p. 222. 

Acanthoptila nipalensis (Jlodgs.'), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 57 ; Hume , S. F. 
vii, p. 459; id. Cat. no. 431; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 380; 
Oates in Humds N . E. 2nd ed. i, p. 252. 

Acanthoptila pellotis (Jlodgs . ), Hume , N. E. p. 269. 

Malacocercus pellotis (Hodgs.), Hume , Cat. no. 431 his. 

The Spiny Babbler , Jeid. 



Fig. 124.— Head of A. nejpalensis. 

Coloration . In winter, the whole upper plumage, tail, and 
visible porticns of the wings are rich olive-brown, the feathers of 
the head and back with stiff black shafts ; tail distinctly darker 
cross-rayed; lores and the feathers behind and below the eye 
whitish ; ear-coverts brown, the central portion mixed with white; 
lower plumage rufescent, each feather with a dark brown shaft- 
streak, the streaks increasing in size as they recede from the head ; 
under tail-coverts and flanks plain rufescent brown. 

In summer, the lores, the feathers round the eye, the ear-coverts, 
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cheeks, chin, aucl throat become white, the shafts of the throat- 
feathers glistening; the lower plumage becomes whiter, especi- 
ally on the abdomen. 

Bill dusky horn ; legs dull fleshy brown : iris smoky brown 
( lIodfJSOH , J/&). 

Length about 10 ; tail 5 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

On examining Hodgsons specimens of this bird, also one pro- 
cured by Captain Pin will aud one by Mandelli, there can be little 
doubt that the Spiny Babbler has a summer and a winter plumage. 
Two specimens are in the summer plumage, and one of these Is 
moulting and acquiring some rufous feathers on the throat. 

Distribution . Appears to be fairly common in Nepal. The Pin- 
will collection contains a summer-plumaged bird from the N.W. 
Himalayas (probably Kumaun), and the Hume collection one from 
Dolaka procured by Mandelli. 

Habits, Sfc. Hodgson remarks of this bird that the sexes are 
alike, that it is solitary, tenants low bushes, flies ^ery i'll and un- 
willingly, and that it feeds entirely on the ground. He adds that 
it is found by bushy rills, and that it hides itself instantly. It 
makes a loose, shallow, grass nest in a fork of a tree. One nest 
is stated* to have measured nearly 5 inches in diameter and nearly 
2 in height externally. The eggs are verdi ter-blue, and measure 
1*1 by *65. 

On the label of the Pin will specimen there is a remark that this 
bird is a fine songster. 


Genus CH-ZETORNIS, G. K. Gray, 1848. 

The genus Chcetornis was instituted by Gray for the reception of 
an Indian bird which is characterized by having the rietal bristles, 
fi\ e in number, arranged in a vertical series in front of the eye 
and by having the lores naked. It is doubtful whether the genus 
has a spring moult, but if it has, the moult is probably confined 
to the wings and a few of the body-feathers. The tail is not 
changed in the spring, and the colour of the bird is not affected ; 
but abrasion of the feathers, to which it is very subject, causes a 
great variety of changes to be observed in this bird in the course 
of the year. The sexes are alike, and the young are richly 
coloured. 

This bird, like Meyahtras (to which it is closely allied), has the 
habit of rising singing into the air, and, like birds of that genus, 
affects grass and reeds and feeds a good deal on the ground. It 
is not a difficult bird to observe. 

There are no supplementary hairs in front of the rietal bristles, 
and the feathers of the forehead are short and smooth. With this 
bird the series of Peed- and Grass- Warblers with twelve tail- 
feathers, and characterized by the firm plumage of the forehead, 
ends. The bird constituting the next genus, usual) v considered a 

2c 2 
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Reed- Warbler, is, notwithstanding its habits, more closely allied to 
Hypolais and Sylvia than to Acrocephalus , Locustella , and Tribum . 
It commences the series of Warblers in which the feathers of the 
forehead are disintegrated, loose, and untidy, and in which there 
are supplementary hairs in front of the rictal bristles ; and all 
these Warblers are more or less arboreal. 

392. Chsetornis locustelloides. The Bristled Grass-Warbler . 

Dasyornis locustelloides, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi, p. 602 (1842). 

Megalurus striatus, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, p. 169 (1844). 

Sphenura striata (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 139. 

Onsetomis striatus (Jerd.), Hwsf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 330 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 72 ; Hume, N. $ F. p. 277 ; Butler, S. F. v, p. 209 ; Ball, S. F. 
v, p. 416 ; Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 279 ; Hume, Cat. no. 441 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 183. 

Chsetornis locustelloides (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. vii, p. 130 ; 
Oates in Hume’s IV. $* JE. 2nd ed. i ; p. 252. 

The Grass- Warbler, Jerd.; Genta-pitta, Tel. 



Fig. 125. — Head of C. locustelloides. 

Coloration. The newly-moulted bird in autumn has the lores and 
a supercilium white; the whole upper plumage fulvous-brown, 
boldly streaked with black ; wings and coverts dark brown, very 
broadly edged with fulvous; tail fulvous-brown, each feather 
barred with black, the bars confluent at the shaft and not reaching 
to the edges of the feather ; the tips fulvous-white, preceded by a 
black patch ; sides of the head mottled fulvous and brown ; chin, 
throat, and middle, of abdomen white; remainder of the lower 
plumage pale ochraceous. 

After May the plumage becomes very dull, owing to the wearing 
away of the edges of the feathers, and the lower plumage becomes 
nearly uniformly white. 

Legs and feet brown ; iris hazel ; bill black, the lower mandible 
tipped horny-blue (Butler, September). 

Legs fleshy ; iris light chocolate-brown ; hill fleshy at base, the 
rest homy ( Cripps , March). 

From April to September the bill is black, at other times pale 
as described by Cripps. 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 3*9 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*15 ; bill from 
gape *75. The sexes are of much the same size, contrary to what 
is usually asserted. 

Distribution. This species appears to be spread over a consider- 
able portion of the peninsula of India. Jerdon procured it on the 
Nilgiris and at Nell ore, Ball at Sambalpur and Kdlahandi. In the 
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Hume collection there are specimens from Deesa, 8augor, Seoni, 
Raipur, and Sambalpur. Further north this bird occurs at Etawah, 
Jhinjhak (Cawnpore), Dinapur, and in Ouclh. I have seen a spe- 
cimen which is labelled Darjiling. Jerdon slates that C. locust el- 
hides is common all over Lower Bengal, and Cripps records it from 
Furreedpore. Godwin-Austen inserts it in his list of Kha si-hill 
birds, but does not state the precise locality where he obtained it. 
It is a permanent resident in all parts of its range. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds from May to September, constructing a glo- 
bular nest of grass, with the entrance at the side, in a clump of 
grass or in a bush or even on the ground. The eggs are white 
speckled with purplish brown and inky purple, and measure 
*8 by ■ 6 . 


Genus ARUNDIHAX, Blyth, 1845. 

The genus Armulinax contains only one species, a common 
winter visitor to the eastern parts of the Empire. It has the 
general aspect of Acroceplialus, but has really no close affinities for 
that genus, from which it differs in having a large first primary, a 
more graduated tail, and a rough forehead. Its affinities seem to 
be more with Hy palais and Sylvia . Although fond of water and 
generally found near rivers and marshes, it is not a reed-bird to 
the same extent as the Bee d- Warblers. I have frequently found 
it among bushes and trees, and Davison remarks that in Tenas- 
serim it is found chiefly in gardens, along the edges of fields where 
there is cover, on the outskirts of forests, and not unfrequently in 
grass. 

It appears to have two complete moults a year, but the changes 
of colour at the two seasons are very slight and not worthy of 
separate description. The sexes are alike. 



Fig. 126. — Head of A. aedon . 

In this genus the bill is very strong and rather wide, and there 
are three strong rietai bristles somewhat diagonally placed. There 
are some supplementary hairs in front of these bristles, and the 
feathers of the forehead are disintegrated, soft, and with the shafts 
somewhat produced. The third primary reaches to the tip of 
the wing. The tail is very much graduated, and the feathers 
narrow. 
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393. Arundinax aedon. The Thick-billed Warbler . 

Muscicapa aedon, Pall Reise, iii, p. 695 (1776). # 

Phragamaticola olivacea, Blyth, Jerd. Made. Jdurn. L. B. xiii. pt. ii, 
p. 129 (1844). 

Arundinax olivaceus ( Bhjth ), Blyth, Cat. p. 181 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. 
i, p. 331 ; Jen'd. B. I. ii, p. 157. 

Arundinax aedon (Pall.), Hume , B. F. ii, p. 234 ; Hume fy Dav. B. F. 
vi, p. 339 ; Hume , Cat. no. 518 ; Oates , B. B . i, p. 98 ; Hume , B. F. 
xi, p. 202. 

Lusciniola aedon (Pall.), Beebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 121. 

The Thick-billed Reed - Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, brightest on the 
rump ; wing-coverts, quills, and tail brown, the first very broadly 
and the two latter narrowly edged with the colour of the back ; 
lores whitish ; feathers round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts and 
sides of the head and neck like the back ; no eye-stripe : lower 
plumage huffish white, lighter on the chin, throat, and abdomen, 
and suffused with russet-brown on the flanks, vent, and under tail- 
coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. In summer the 
lower parts are not so richly coloured. 

The young have the russet-brown of the lower parts more pro- 
nounced than even the winter adult. 

Upper mandible dark horn-colour, lower one flesh-colour ; the 
tips of both and the gape tinged with orange ; mouth bright salmon- 
colour; iris umber-brown ; eyelids bright plumbeous ; legs and feet 
plumbeous ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 7*7 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3T ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape *88; 
the first primary is very long, measuring nearly an inch in length. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to the eastern portion of the 
Empire, being found throughout Burma, the hill-ranges of Eastern 
Bengal, Cachar, Tipperah, Manipur, Assam, the Bhutan Doars, 
Sikhim, both British and Native, the Nepal Terai, and the greater 
part of Bengal. To the west it appears to be rare. J erdon re- 
cords it from the Carnatic, and 1 have examined a specimen pro- 
cured at Bangalore. 

In winter it extends down the Malay peninsula and throughout 
South-eastern Asia. It summers in North China and Siberia. 
Nothing is known of its nidi d cation. 


Genus HYPOLAIS, Brehm, 1828. 

The genus Hyjpolais contains four Indian species so very like each 
other, and so difficult to separate one from the other, that it would, 
at first sight, seem preferable to unite them under one specific name. 
The slight differences that exist between them appear, however, to 
be correlated with geographical distribution, and so it is, on the 
whole, better to recognize these differences. 

Hypolais moults twice in the year, but the moults are not accom- 
panied by any visible change of colour in the plumage. The sexes 
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are alike, and the young are less deeply coloured than is usual in 
birds of this family. They are all migratory, but their migrations 
are short and probably on the decline, as some few birds remain 
in their winter-quarters all the year through. 

Hypolais resembles Sylvia very closely, and might perhaps be 
joined to it, but it has a sensibly larger bill, and on this account 
it is desirable to keep the two genera distinct. 

In Hypolctis the bill from the gape to the tip is longer than the 
middle toe and claw ; there are three weak rictal bristles, and the 
supplementary hairs in front of them are obsolete, but still clearly 
visible with a lens. The first primary is small but not minute, and 
the third reaches to the tip of the wing. The tail is slightly rounded 
oply. The colour of the plumage is very dull, and there is not a 
single bright spot or line to relieve it. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Primary-coverts reaching to about the middle 

of the first primary ; upper plumage olive- 
brown. 

a'. Tail 2*2 or more ; bill from gape to tip *6 or 
more. 

a". Distance from tip of secondaries to tip of 
wing *4 ; from tip of first primary to tip 
of wing IT to T25 ; wing 2 3 to "2-5 . . H. rama, p. 391. 
b". Distance from tip of secondaries to tip of 
wing * 55 to *05 ; from tip of first primary 
to tip of wing 1*3 to 1*5; wing 2*5 to 
2*7 H. pallida , p. 392. 

b\ Tail under 2; bill from gape to tip *55, 

seldom more H. caligata, p. 393. 

b. Primary-coverts extending over two thirds the 

length of the first primary; upper plumage 

sandy brown* H. obsoleta , p. 393. 


394. Hypolais rama. Sykes's Tree- Warbler. 

Sylvia rama, Sylces, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89. 

Phyllopneuste rama (Sykes), Blyth , Cat. p. 183 ; Horsf. M. Cat. i, 
p. 335 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 189 ; Butler Hume, S. Jb\ iii, p. 480. 
Iduna caligata (Lichti), apud Hume, N. $* E. p. 360. 

Hippolais rama (Sykes), Brooks, S. F. iy, p. 275. 

Hypolais rama (Sykes), Hume , Cat. no. 553 ; T>oig, S. F. ix, p. 279 ; 
Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 84 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 224 ; Oates 
in Hume’s H. $* H. 2nd ed. i, p. 254. 

Sykes’s Warbler, Jerd. ; Koktalghu, Turki. 


* Hypolais languid a, Hemp. £ Ehr. t is said to occur in Sind, but I can find 
no specific instance of its having done so. It differs from all the other Indian 
species of Hypolais in having the primary-coverts and the bastard primary of 
almost the same length, or, rather, reaching to the same point, and in its larger 
size, the wing being about 3 in leugth. It has been obtained in Baluchistan, but 
in that portion of it under Persian control, and at Chaman in Afghanistan. 
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Coloration . After the autumn moult the upper plumage and the 
margins of the wing and tail are olh e-brown with a ful\ ous tinge, 
the outer tail-feathers edged with whitish ; lores dusky ; a pale 
whity-buff supercilium from the nostrils to just past the eye; the 
whole lower plumage very pale buff, the throat and middle of the 
abdomen nearly white. 

Iris brown ; 'legs and feet grey ; bill brown above, fleshy below 
(Butler). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2*3 to 2*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill 
from gape *6. The second primary terminates between the seventh 
and ninth, the first primary is 1*1 to 1*25 short of the tip of the 
wing and the secondaries *4 short. 

There is no seasonal change of colour in the plumage beyond 
what is caused by abrasion and wear and tear of the feathers. The 
colour of the plumage is a very bad guide to identification. 

Distribution . Throughout the whole peninsula of India down to 
the Nilgiris in the south, and to the longitude of Dinapore and 
Lohardugga in the east. I have examined a large series of birds 
from almost every portion of this area. It is in general a winter 
visitor, but Doig found a large colony breeding from March to July 
on the Eastern Nara, Sind. It breeds in Quetta and westwards 
to Europe ; also in Turkestan ; and Seebohm states that it breeds 
m Kashmir. India appears to be its main winter-quarters. 

Habits , #c. Breeds in Sind, constructing a small cup-shaped 
nest of sedge and fine grass in the centre of a low bush. The eggs, 
four in number, are white marked with brown and measure *61 
by *49. 

895. Hypolais pallida. The Olivaceous Tree-Warbler. 

Curruca pallida, Hemp. $• JEhr. Symb. Phys Aves, fol. bb (1833). 

Hypolais pallida (H. $ Hume , S. F. vii, pp. 398, 504; id. Cat. . 

no. 553 ter ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 231 ; Seebohm 9 Cat . B. M. v, p. 82 ; 

BarneSj Birds Bom. p. 225. 

Coloration. Besembles H. ram a in colour, but differs in being 
larger, in the tip of the secondaries being *55 to *65 from the tip 
of the wing, and the tip of the first primary 1*3 to 1*5 short of the 
same. 

Length nearly 6 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*5 to 2*7 ; tarsus *8 ; bill 
from gape *75; the second primary is between the sixth and 
eighth. 

In H. pallida the difference between the length of the wing and 
that of the tail is considerably greater than in H. rama , in which it 
is frequently not more than ■!. 

Distribution. Hume received this bird from Sehwan, but subse- 
quently doubted the identification of the specimen, thinking it to 
be an abnormal H. rama. Dresser, however, distinctly states that 
he has seen Sind specimens of H. pallida. It is a bird which is 
most likely to be found in Sind, and so I admit it to my list. 
Barnes states that this bird occurs in Sind as a cold-w ? eather 
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visitant, but on what authority I do not know, unless it be that of 
Murray, who calls it a winter visitor to Sind. 

Its summer-quarters extend to Turkestan, South-western Asia, 
Europe, and North-eastern Africa. 

396. Hypolais caligata. The Booted Tree- Warbler. 

Sylvia caligata, Licht. , Eversm. Jieise Buchara, p. 128 (1823). 

Jerdonia agrieolensis, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 182; Blanf. S. F. ii, 
p. 330. 

Hypolais caligata {Licht), Hume , 3. F. vii, p. 396; id. Cat. 
no. 353 bis ; Seebohm, Out . B. M. v, p. 85 ; Barnes, Birds Bom , 
p. 224. 

Coloration . Kesembles H. rama , from which the present species 
differs only in size, being smaller, and in haviug a longer second 
primary, the tip of this primary being between the sixth and se\enth. 
The best character by which to separate this species from H. rama 
is the shorter tail, which never reaches a length of 2. 

Lower mandible and edges of upper reddish fleshy ; rest of bill 
dark brown ; legs, feet, and claws pale brown ; iris dark brown 
{Davison). 

Length about 5; tail 1 *9; wing 2*4; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape -55. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to the whole of Northern and 
Central India. I have traced it southwards to JBelgaum, and on 
the east to Mudhupur on the E.I. Railway. It is found oil the 
west as far as Karachi and Hydrabad. It is doubtful, I think, 
whether this bird remains to breed in any portion of the Hima- 
layas, but Seebohm asserts that it does so in Kashmir. Biddulph, 
however, found it in Gilgit only in August and September, when 
it was probably migrating southwards. It is known to summer 
in Turkestan and Southern Siberia. 

397. Hypolais obsoleta. The Desert Tree- Warbler. 

Salicaria obsoleta, Secertz. Turkcst. Jevotn. pp. 66, 129 (1873) ; id. 
3. -F.iii, p. 420. 

Hypolais obsoleta {3ei\), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 86. 

Coloration. Resembles H. rama , but the whole upper plumage is 
a pale sandy brown. 

Length about 5; tail 2 ; wing 2-4 to 2*6 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape *65. The second primary terminates between the sixth and 
seventh ; the distance from the tip of the first primary to the tip 
of the wing is 1*3 to 1*5 ; the secondaries fall short of the tip 
of the wing by *45 to *6. 

Distribution. Seebohm possesses a skin which was obtained in 
Sind, but this I have not been able to examine, owing to its having 
been sent to Russia. We can, however, have no better authority 
than Seebohm for the identification of this bird. It is a rare 
species. It is supposed to summer in the desert portions of Tur- 
kestan, and to winter in Sind. It has occurred at Eao in the 
Persian Gulf. 
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Genus SYLVIA, Scop., 1769. 

The genus Sylvia contains six Indian species, three of which are 
very closely allied to each other and to a European form, and a 
fourth is merely a race of another bird common in Europe. Sylvia 
and Hypolais are almost congeneric ; but the former has a smaller 
bill and brighter colours, and in some of the species the sexes differ 
in colour to some small extent, while in Hypolais the sexes are 
always alike. 

Sylvia has two moults a year ; but these do not cause any 
important difference in the colour of the plumage at the two 
seasons. All the species are migrants, but their migrations are of 
very limited extent, consisting of a change from the plains to the 
mountainous parts and back again, and there is reason to think 
that one or more species may be resident in India. This is almost 
a certainty in the case of S. nana. 

The true Warblers frequent trees and bushes, have for the most 
part a pleasant song, and build cup-shaped nests at no great height 
above the ground, laying eggs which are usually marked with 
yellowish brown. 

In Sylvia the bill from the gape to the tip is shorter than the 
middle toe and claw ; the three rictal bristles are weak, and the 
supplementary hairs nearly obsolete ; the feathers of the forehead 
are decomposed and rough. The first primary is small, and the 
second is equal to the sixth or thereabouts. The tarsus is stout 
and short, and the tail very slightly graduated. 


Key to the Species. 


a. First primary minute, not reaching to tips 

of primary-coverts S. cinerea , p. 395. 

b. First primary large, extending considerably 

beyond tips of primary- coverts. 
a'. Crown of head black or brown ; wing con- 
siderably more than 3 S.jerdoni, p. 395. 

V. Crown of head fawn-brown, concolorous 

with hack ; wing under 3 S. nana , p. 396. 

c\ Crown of head grey ; wing under 3. 
a". Upper plumage greyish brown, slightly 
darker on crown ; wing 2*6 to 2*8 ; 


second primary generally between sixth 
and seventh, sometimes equal to seventh, 
and rarely between seventh and eighth . S. ultima, p. 397. 
b". Upper plumage earth - brown, crown 
brownish grey ; wing- 2*45 to 2*65 ; 
second primary equal to sixth, rarely 

between sixth and seventh S. affinis , p. 397. 

c". Upper plumage sandy brown; crown 
pale bluish grey; wing 2*3 to 2*45; 
second primary equal to seventh and 
sometimes between seventh and eighth . S. minuscula , p. 398 . 
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39S. Sylvia cinerea. The White-throated Warbler . 

Sylvia cinerea, Beehst. Orn. Taschenb . i, p. 170 QlSOf?) ; Hume , 8. F. 
* iii, p. 438 ; Seebohm , i?. AT. v, p. 8. 

Sylvia rufa (Bodd.), Hume , Crtf . no. 582 quat. ; B antes, Birds Bom. 
‘p. 233. 

Coloration . After the autumn moult the whole upper plumage is 
russet-brown, the margins of the quills and eovetrs more rufous, 
approaching chestnut on the tertiaries and greater coverts ; tail 
brown, edged with russet, and the outermost feathers whity brown; 
lores grey ; sides of the forehead mixed russet and grey ; chin, 
throat, and middle of abdomen whitish ; the remainder of the lower 
plumage pale buff. In summer both sexes have the upper plumage 
greyish brown, and the male has the breast suffused with vinous. 

Legs and feet yellowish brown ; bill dusky above, fleshy at base 
of lower mandible ; iris yellowish brown ( Butler ) ; bill dark horny, 
whitish at base below ; iris brown (Hume). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *0. Second primary equal to fourth; flrsfc primary very 
minute. 

Distnbution. This is a very rare species in India, and the 
specimens I have seen have been killed, without exception, in 
September. It is therefore impossible to say whether this is 
a winter or a summer visitor, or whether it merely passes through 
on migration. It has occurred at Grilgit and Astor, in Lower 
Sind, on Mount Abu, and at JDeesa. Hume gives it from Jodhpore 
and Pali. 

It breeds throughout Europe, and eastwards to Persia ; and it 
winters in Africa. It is not unlikely, therefore, to be a summer 
visitor to India, and to breed there. 

399. Sylvia jerdoni. The Eastern Orphean Warbler . 

Curruca jerdoni, Blyth, J. A . S '. B. xvi, p. 439 (1847). 

Sylvia jerdoni (Blyth), Blyth , Cat. p. 187 ; Hume , Cat no. 531 ; 
* Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 1(3; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 232. 

Sylvia orphea ( Temm .), Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 208 ; Butler <$* Hume , 8. F. 
‘iii, p.487. 

The Large Blark-capped Warbler *, Jerd. ; Pedda nulla kampa-jitta, 
Tel. 

Coloration . Male. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, and sides 
of the head black ; upper plumage slaty grey ; wings brown, 
edged with slaty grey ; tail black, the outermost feathers with the 
outer web white and the inner with the terminal third white ; the 
next two pairs white at the tip of the inner web; cheeks and 


* As this bird is not the Eastern representative of the Blackcap or Blaek- 
capped Warbler of Europe, Jer clou's name seems to me inappropriate and 
misleading. 
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lower plumage white, tinged with very pale buff, especially on the 
sides of the body ; under tail-coverts slaty grey, broadly tipped 
with white. 



Pigs. 127, 128.— Head and foot of 8 '.jerdoni. 


Female . Crown, forehead, and nape brown, and the ear-coverts 
blackish ; otherwise like the male. 

Legs and feet slaty-grey ; bill blackish brown, slaty at base of 
lower mandible ; iris pale straw or dirty white (Butler), 

Length about 7; tail 2*9; wing 3*2; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape *85. The first primary is about *75 in length, and the 
second is between the fifth and sixth. 

This bird differs from its European representative, S. orjphea , in 
having a much larger bill and paler lower plumage. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to a great portion of India, from 
September to April. It inhabits the whole peninsula as far 
as Trichinopoly on the south and Manbhoom in Chutia Nagpur on 
the east. It appears to be confined to the plains in winter. It 
passes through Grilgit in the spring and autumn migrations, and 
breeds in Turkestan. 

400. Sylvia nana. The Desert Warbler . 

Ourruca nana, E.empi\ fy Ehrenb . Symb. Fhys., Aves, fol. cc (1833). 

Sylvia delicatula, Hartl. Ibis , 1859, p. 340, pi. x, fig. 1 ; Hume, S.F. 
i, p. 199. 

Sylvia nana (H. <§* F.), Hume, Cat . no. 583 his; Doty, S. F. ix, 
p. 280 ; Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 26 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 234. 

Coloration . Lores and round the eye white ; forehead, crown, 
nape, back, and scapulars fawn-brown frump and upper tail-coverts 
rufous ; middle tail-feathers rufous, with black shafts ; the next 
two pairs dark brown, margined with rufous ; the next pair 
brown, margined with pale rufous and tipped white ; the next 
white on the outer web, dark brown on the inner with a white 
tip ; the outermost pair pure white ; wings brown, margined with 
rufescent ; the whole lower plumage very pale huffish white. 

Iris pale yellow ; bill dusky brown above, whitish flesh below ; 
legs and feet straw-yellow (Butler). 

Length about 5; tail 2; wing 2*3; tarsus *75. The first 
primary is *4 long ; the second is equal to the sixth or seventh. 

Distribution . The Desert portions of Sind, Bahdwalpur, Kaj- 
putana, and the southern parts of the Panjab. To the east this 
"Warbler extends as far as Sirsa, Hissar, and Jodhpore. To the 
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north I have not been able to trace it above Bahawalpur. It 
is probably a resident species in all this tract, for Doig found the 
young just able to fly in November near the Bunn of Cutch. 

401. Sylvia alth&a. Hume's Lesser White-throated Warbler . 

Sylvia affinis, Blyth apud Jerd. B. L ii, p. 209. 

Sylvia altkcea, Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 60 ; id. Cat . no. 582 ter ; Scully , 
Ibis, 1881, p. 450 ; Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 20; Barnes , Birds 
Bom . p. 236. 

The Allied Grey Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage greyish brown, slightly darker on 
the crown and tinged with brown on the back ; tail dark brown, 
the feathers narrowly margined and increasingly tipped with white 
from the middle to the outside, the outermost feathers being 
almost entirely white, only the basal portion of the inner web and 
the shaft being brown ; wings dark brown, edged paler, the ter- 
tiaries nearly the colour of the back ; lores, round the eye, and the 
ear-coverts dark brown ,* the whole lower plumage pale cineraceous. 
In summer, judging from a May specimen, the lower plumage is 
duller. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet plumbeous black ; bill brownish 
black, slaty-blue at base of lower ruandible ( Butler ). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2-5 ; wing 2*6 to 2*8 ; tarsus *85 ,* bill 
from gape *6. The first primary is *6 to *7 long ; second primary 
generally between sixth and seventh, rarely longer than seventh. 

Distribution . A rare winter visitor to the plains of India. It 
has been obtained at Bahawalpur, Deesa, Jhansi, Ahmednagar, and 
Belgaum, from all of which places I have examined specimens. It 
also occurs at Byan Kheyl, in Afghanistan. It breeds in Kashmir 
at an elevation of 9000 feet. 

Legge is of opinion that the Ceylon "Whitethroat may be this 
species. I have had no opportunity of examining a bird from that 
island. 

It is no easy matter to identify Jerd on’s two species of "White- 
throat. His 8. affinis , Bl., judging from its rarity and its larger 
size, is, in my opinion, rightly identified by Seebohm with 8. althaea . 
Hume, however, identifies it with the true S. affinis . On the other 
hand, he assigns Jerdon s 8. curruca , which he (Jerdon) states is 
common all over India, to the true 8. curruca , a bird which is not 
known to occur in India at all. 

If the views of Seebohm and myself are correct, the range 
of S . althaea extends to the Carnatic and Ceylon, from which 
places Jerdon records it. 

402. Sylvia affinis. The Indian Lesser White-throated Warbler . 

Curruca affinis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 564 note (1845) ; Brooks , 
5. F. iii p. 272. J * 

Sylvia affinis (Blyth), Blyth, Cat p, 187 ; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 197, ii, 
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p. 332 ; Butler, S. F. iii, p. 487 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, pp. 59, 60 ; id. 
Cat no. 582; Legge, Bb'ots Ceyl. p. 538; Seebohn , Cat B. M. v, 
p. 19 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 232 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd 
ed. i. p. 257. 

Sylvia curruca (Gm.) } apud Horsf. ty M. Cat i, p. 344 ; Jerd. B. I. 
ii, p. 209. 

Sterparola curruca ( Lath .), Hume , N. $ E. p. 373. 

The Lesser White-throat , Jerd. ; Chinna nalla Kumpa jitta, Tel. 

Coloration . Upper plumage earth-brown ; forehead, crown, and 
nape brownish grey ; otherwise as in 8. althaea . 

Iris yellowish brown ; legs and feet plumbeous; bill dusky, 
slaty-horn at base of lower mandible {Butler). 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2-45 to 2*65 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *55. Eirst primary about *55 ; the second primary is 
about equal to the sixth. 

The European ally of this species differs persistently in having 
the second primary much shorter than the sixth. It has not been 
found in India. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to nearly the whole of the plains 
of India. Judging from the specimens i have examined its range 
extends to the east as far as Mudhupur on the E.I. Railway, and 
to the south as far as Coimbatore. 1 have not seen Ceylon speci- 
mens, but it is said to occur in that island. Some birds spend the 
summer and breed in Kashmir, but the majority apparently pass 
on to Siberia. 

Habits , fyc. Brooks found this bird breeding in Kashmir at from 
5500 to 6500 feet, amongst small bushes in May by the side of 
rivers. The nest was cup-shaped and made of grasses, roots, 
and fine fibres, and lined with horsehair. The eggs, four or five in 
number, are white with a greenish tinge, marked with yellowish 
brown, and measure *66T)y *5. 

403. Sylvia minuscula. The Small Whiter-throated Warbler. 

Sylvia minula, Hume , S. F. i, p. 198 (1873), vii, p. 58. 

Sylvia minuacula, Hume , Cat. no. 582 his ; id. S. F. viii, pp. 388, 498 ; 
Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v ; p. 20, pi. i ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 232. 

Coloration. Resembles S. althaea and S. affinis , but the upper 
plumage is sandy brown, contrasting with the pale bluish grey of 
the forehead, crown, and nape. 

Legs and feet horny greenish grey ; bill horny, paler at the 
base of the lower mandible ; iris very pale yellow (Hume). 

Length about 5*3 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2*3 to 2*45 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *5. The first primary is *5 long ; the second primary 
is equal to the seventh, or between the seventh and eighth. 

j Distribution. Throughout Sind, Bahawalpur, and Rajputana as 
far east as Jodhpore as a winter visitor. This species is not un- 
likely to be a resident throughout the year in some parts of its 
winter range, but it is not yet known to be so. It is said to 
summer in Afghanistan. 
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Genus HERBIVOCULA, Swinhoe, 1871. 

The genus Herbivocula contains one species which, on account 
of its thick bill, I consider desirable to separate from the Willow- 
Warblers. Seebohm places it in his comprehensive genus Lusci- 
niola , which embraces live of my genera wholly or in part. 

Herbivocula is migratory, visiting the southern half of Burma 
in the winter, and being somewhat rare. It has two moults, but 
the only difference in plumage at the two seasons is that it is less 
richly coloured in summer. The young are very yellow. The 
sexes are alike. 

I found this Warbler, on the two occasions I met with it, in 
bushes. It feeds a good deal on the ground, its strong tarsus 
being suited to this mode of life. It has considerable affinities for 
Artuidinax iu structure and colour, but the tail is nearly square. 

In this genus the bill is very stout and deep for a Warbler, and 
about one third the length of the head. The three rictal bristles 
are very strong, and so are the supplementary hairs, which, how- 
ever, do not extend up to the culmen nor cover the nostrils as in 
Phyllopneuste . The first primary is very large, and the second 
falls short of the tip of the wing by a considerable distance, being 
equal to the eighth. 

404. Herbivocula schwarzi. Hadde’s Bush- Warbler. 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) schwarzi, Radde , Reis . Sibir., Vog. p. 260, 
t. ix, f. a, b, c (1803). 

Phylloscopus brooksi, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 505 (1874 ), v, p. 134. 

ISeornis navolivacea, Hodys . apud Hume, S. F. iii, p. 139 ; Oates, 
S. F. x, p. 221. 

Phylloscopus schwarzi ( Radde ), Brooks , S. F. iv, p. 277 ; Hume 
I)av . S. F. vi, p. 353 ; Hume, Cat. no. 556 ter ; Bingham , S. F. ix, 

p. 186. 

Lusciniola schwarzi [Radde), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 128. 

Herbivocula schwarzi (Radde), Oates, B. B. i, p. 01. 



Fig. 129. — Head of H. sthwarzi. 

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown tinged with tawny, 
especially on the rump ; wings and tail brown, edged on the outer 
webs with the colour of the back ; supercilium very distinct and 
reaching to the nape, buffi ; lores and feathers behind the eye dark 
brown : ear-coverts buffi and brown ; lower plumage rich tawny 
buff, paling on the throat and abdomen ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts buffi. In summer the lower parts are nearly white, merely 
tinged with yellow or buffi, more especially so on the vent and 
under tail-coverts. 
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Bill horn-colour, the base fleshy white and the gape yellow ; iris 
brown ; legs and feet fleshy yellow, claws fleshy brown. 

Length about 5*6 ; tail 2*25 ; wing 2*45 : tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *65. The second primary is equal to the eighth, or inter- 
mediate between the seventh and eighth ; the first primary is very 
long, measuring *85 in length. 

Distribution. Pegu and the northern and central portions of 
Tenasseriin as a winter visitor. This bird also winters in South 
China, and it summers in S.E. Siberia. 

Genus PHYLLOSCOPUS, Boie, 1826. 

The genus Phylloscopus contains fifteen Indian species, which are 
for the most part winter visitors to the plains, retiring for the 
summer either to the Himalayas or further into Central and 
Northern Asia. They are all birds of very small size and delicate 
structure. They closely resemble the birds of the next genus, 
from which, however, it is desirable to keep them separate on 
grounds of convenience and structure. In this genus the bill is 
of much the same shape as in Acanihopneuste , but narrower and 
much smaller compared with the size of the bird. This would be 
but an indifferent character were it not accompanied by another 
which renders the separation of the genera quite easy if good 
specimens are examined. This is that in Phylloscopus the supple- 
mentary hairs stop short at the lower edge of the nostrils and do 
not overhang them, whereas in Acanihopneuste these hairs grow 
quite up to the culmen and over the nostrils, making this latter 
genus quite Muscicapine and a connecting one between Phyllo- 
scopus and Gryptolopha . 

The Willow- Warblers frequent trees and bushes, among the 
leaves of which they search for insects, frequently launching out 
after the winged' ones in the manner of a Flycatcher. They are 
not aquatic, nor do they, as a rule, frequent grass and reeds. The 
males probably of all have a pretty song in the breeding- season. 
They make rather large soft nests either on the ground or on the 
branches of trees, and the eggs are either pure white or else white 
spotted with red. 

In Phylloscopus the supplementary hairs in front of the rictal 
bristles vary in strength, in some species being weak and in others 
stronger ; but the rictal bristles themselves are always fairly 
strong. The first primary is small but not minute, and the length 
of the second varies in each species, generally furnishing a useful 
character for identification. The tail is either square or slightly 
forked. 

The various species of Phylloscopus resemble each other so closely 
as to render their identification no easy matter without actual 
comparison with named specimens. The annexed key will, it is 
ho£ed, enable all the species to be identified if the plumage is 
fresh. If the plumage be worn it will, in most cases, be impossible 
for any one but a practised ornithologist to name the species. If 
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colour fail the next best guide will be dimensions and the pro- 
portions of the primaries, but these are by no means constant. 

In Phylloscopus there are two moults a year, the sexes are alike, 
and the young are more brightly coloured than the adults. 


Key to the Species*. 

a . Upper plumage uniformly of one colour. 

a '. Under wing-coverts and axillaries yellow. 

a". Lower plumage deep yellow P. affinis, p. 401. 

b". Lower plumage pale dull yellow .... P. tytleri p. 402, 

c". Lower plumage buff P. tristis, p. 403. 

V . Under wing-coverts and axillaries brown ; 

lower plumage huffish yellow P. indices, p. 404. 

c' . Under wing-coverts, axillaries, and lower 

plumage dusky oil-green P. fidiginiventris , p. 404. 

d\ Under wing-coverts, axillaries, and lower 

plumage rich buff* P. /meatus, p. 405. 

e‘. Under wing-coverts and axillaries yel- 
lowish white or white ; lower plumage 
very pale buff. 

d’\ Smaller; wing 1*85 to 2*1 P. neglectm , p. 406. 

e". Larger ; wing 2*05 to 2*4 P. sindianus, p. 406. 

b. Crown darker than back, and variegated with 

coronal bands. 

//. Lower portion of rump bright yellow. 
f n . Inner webs of outer tail-feathers white. 

a"'. Throat and upper breast grey P. maculipennis , p. 400. 

b" 1 . Throat and upper breast yellow. . . . P. pulcher , p. 407. 
g". Inner webs of outer tail-feathers not 

white P. proregulus , p. 408. 

g\ Lower portion of rump not yellow, hut 
coloured like upper portion. 
h". Lower plumage rather deep yellow 

tinged with ochraceous P. mbmridis , p. 409. 

i’\ Lower plumage very pale yellow or 
yellowish white. 

c r ". Supercilium greenish yellow; both 

wing-bars distinct P. superciliosus, p. 409. 

d"’. Supercilium pale huff or brown, very 
distinct ; upper wing-bar less dis- 
tinct than lower P, humii, p. 410. 

e ,n . Supercilium brownish buff, distinct ; 

upper wing-bar indistinct P. mandellii , p. 411. 


405- Phylloscopus affmis. TickelVs WUlow-Warbl&i\ 

Motacilla affinis, Tick. J. A. S. B. ii, p. 576 (1833). 

Phylloscopus amnia ( Tick .), Blyth , Cat. p. 185 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 194 ; 
Blanf. J. A. S. B . xli, pt. ii, p. 54 ; Brooks , J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, 
p. 81 ; Anders . Yunnan Eccped., Aves, p. 025 ; JIume, Cat. no. 561 ; 


* P. trochilus, L. (Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 192), is omitted from this work as its 
occurrence in India is more than doubtful. 

Toil. I. 2 d 
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Scully , 8. F. viii r p. 306 ; Damson , 8. F. x, p. 394 ; Seebohm, Birds 
B. M. v. p. 05 j Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 229 ; Hume, S. F. xi. 
p. 219. 

TickeU's Tree-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Upper plumage dull olive-brown ; wings and tail 
dark brown, narrowly edged with bright olive-brown ; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown ; a deep yellow supercilium from the 
nostrils to the nape ; the whole lower plumage deep yellow, suf- 
fused with olivaceous on the sides of the neck, breast, and body ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow. 

Legs and feet greenish brown ; claws darker ; lower mandible 
pale yellow, upper dark brown ; iris brown ( CocJcburn ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 2*2 to 2*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill 
from gape *5 ; the second primary is equal to the ninth or tenth. 

Distribution. Breeds at high elevations along the Himalayas 
from Kashmir to Sikhim, and no doubt also in Bhutan and further 
east. 

This Warbler winters in the plains of India, extending down to 
the Palni hills. It seems, however, to be unknown in the Punjab, 
Rajputana, the North-West Provinces, and the greater part of 
Central India. Its western limit in the peninsula, judging from 
the specimens I have been able to examine, is a line drawn from 
Kbandala to Raipur, and from Raipur to Benares. The birds which 
summer in the N.W. Himalayas apparently migrate in a south- 
easterly direction along the hills, and evidently do not enter the 
plains till they reach Bengal. To the east this bird has been found 
up the Assam valley as far as Dibrugarh, in theJKhasi hills, and in 
Manipur, and Anderson records it from near Bhamo. 


406. Phylloscopus tytleri. Ty tier's Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus tytleri, Brooks , Ibis, 1872, p. 23 ; id. J. A. 8 . B. xli, 
pt. ii, p. 79 (1872) ; Hume, 2$, # B. p. 362 ; id. 8. F. iii, pp. 243 
note, 279 ; id. Cat. no. 560 bis ; Davison , 8. F. x, p. 394 $ Seebohm, 
Cat . B. M. v, p. 66 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 258. 

Coloration . Upper plumage and the margins of the wings and 
tail green ; lores and a band behind the eye blackish ; a super- 
cilium from the nostrils to the nape pale yellow ; low er plumage 
dull yellow tinged with grey ; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
pure sulphur-yellow. 

Upper mandible dark brown, lower paler brown, yellowish along 
the edges ; iris dark brown ; legs and feet dark brownish green ; 
claws darker ; soles yellowish green (Davison). 

Length about 5 ; tail 1*8; wing 2*4; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 
*55 ; the second primary is between the seventh and eighth, or equal 
to the eighth, sometimes slightly exceeding it. 

Distribution. Summers in the higher elevations of the Himalayas 
from Kashmir to Kurnaun. Winters in the lower portions of the 
same mountains, and also descends into the peninsula. Specimens 
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have been obtained at Etawah, Khandala, Sawant Wari, and 
Ootaeamund. 

Habits , tyc. The nest o£ this species was found in Kashmir in 
June by the late Capt. Cock. It was built at the end of a pine 
bough, about 40 feet from the ground, was constructed of grass- 
fibres and lichens, and lined with hair and feathers. It was a solid 
deep cup, and contained four white eggs, which measured about 
*58 by *48. 

407. Phylloscopns tristis. The Brown Willow -Warbler. 

Phylloscopus tristis, Blyth, J. A. S. JB. xii, p. 966 (1843) ; id. Cat . 
p. 185 ; Horsf. M. Cat . i, p. 336 ; Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 190; Hume <$■ 
Headers. Lahore to Yark. p. 219 ; Stoliczka , J. A, S. B. xli, pt. ii, 
p. 242; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 148; Hume , Cat. no. 554; Brooks , 
S. F. viii, p. 476 ; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 448 ; Hume , S. F. x, p. 118 
note ; Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p, 63 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 227. 

The Brown Tree - Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . TJpper plumage brown, with a tinge of green ; wings 
and tail dark brown, edged with olive-yellow ; lores and behind 
the eye blackish ; a narrow but distinct supercilium from the 
nostrils to the end of the ear-coverts buff ; sides of the head and 
the whole lower plumage buff, paler on the chin, throat, and 
abdomen ; under wing-coverts and axillaries bright snlphur- 
yellow. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet brownish black, soles pale ; bill 
dusky brown (Butler). 

Length about 5 ; tail 1*8 to 2*1 ; wing 2*2 to 2*5 ; tarsus *8 ; 
bill from gape *5* the first primary *6; the second primary is 
equal to the seventh, or sometimes rather shorter. 

This species differs from the European Chiff chaff in not being 
yellow beneath, except on the axillaries and under tail-coverts. 
In faded plumage it may be confounded with P. sindianus ; but 
Hume points out (l.c.) that these two birds may at all times 
be separated by the shape of the first primary. I have been able 
to examine only one specimen of P. sindianus , but I could not 
detect in its first primary any difference of shape from that of 
P. tristis. It is seldom, however, that P. tristis is so very faded as 
not to exhibit some yellow on its axillaries and under wing-coverts, 
and this character will suffice to separate it from P. sindianus ? as 
a rule. 

Distribution . Summers in the higher portions of the Himalayas 
in Kashmir. In winter this species is found over the whole of 
India from Sind to Dacca, and south to about the latitude of 
Bombay. Some birds remain in the Himalayas, at lower levels, 
throughout the winter. The nest has not yet been found within 
our limits, but has been obtained in Siberia. 


2 d2 



404 


SYLVIIDJE. 


408. Phylloscopus indicus. The Olivaceous Willow- Warbler. 

Sylvia indica, Jerd. Madras Journ. L. S. xi, p. 6 (1840). 

Phyllopneuste indicus (Jerd.), Myth, Cat. p. 183. 

Phylloscopus indicus (< Jerd .), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 194 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. 
xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 181 ; Butler , 8. F. iii, p. 486 ; Hume, Cat . no. 562 ; 
id. 8. F. xi, p. 220 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 229. 

Lusciniola indica (Jerd.), 8eebohm, Cat . B. M. v, p. 126. 

The Olivaceous Tree-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage earthy brown, with a tinge of yel- 
lowish on the rump ; wings and tail brown, very slightly margined 
paler, the outer tail-feathers narrowly tipped with white ; a dis- 
tinct deep yellow superciiium from the nostrils to the nape, shading 
off into buff ; sides of the head brown mingled with buff ; lower 
plumage buffi sh yellow, slightly dusky on the breast and sides of 
the body ; axillaries and under wing-coverts brown. 

Legs, feet, and bill greenish yellow, the bill blackish on the 
culmen ; iris brown (Hume Coll .). 

Length rather more than 5; tail 2*1; wing 2*5; tarsus *75; 
bill from gape ’55 ; first primary *6 to *7 ; the second is about 
equal to tenth or somewhat longer. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the plains and lower ranges of 
the Himalayas, being found as far south as Jalna, in Hyderabad, 
and Chanda. In the north-west it seems to be rare. I have seen 
a specimen from Murree, but from nowhere else in the Punjab, 
nor from Sind, nor from the northern parts of Eajputana, above 
Jodhpore. To the east P. indicus is fairly common in all parts of 
Bengal, and has been observed in Assam at Dollah, in the Dibrugarh 
district, and at the foot of the Graro hills. 

In summer this bird retires to the higher ranges of the Hima- 
layas, and it breeds in Kashmir, although its nest does not appear 
to have been found as yet. 

Habits , Sfc. Blanf ord observes that this Warbler differs some- 
what in habits from allied species, and is often seen running about 
vertical stems of trees, to which it clings like a Nuthatch. 

409. Phylloscopus fuliginiventris. The SmoTcy Willow-Warbler . 

Rororais fuliginiventer, Hodgs. JP. Z. 8. 1845, _p. 31 ; Horsf. Sr M. 

Cat. i, p. 335 ; Jerd. B . I. ii, p. 162; Blyth, This, 1867, p. *21. 
Phylloscopus fuliginiventer (Hodgs.), Blanf . J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, 
p. 54 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 525. 

Lusciniola fuliginiventris (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 129. 
The 8mohy Hill-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Upper plumage very dark olive-brown ; wings and 
tail dark brown, margined with olive-brown ; a narrow superciiium 
and the whole lower plumage dusky oil-green ; sides of the head 
dusky and buff mingled. Grodwin-Austen speaks of a dull but 
well-marked ring round the eye ; this is not apparent in the skins 
I have seen. 
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In the dry skin the upper mandible is black, the lower brown, 
with the base flesh-coloured ; legs brown, Godwin- Austen states 
that the iris is dull brown and the legs ochraceous green. 

Length nearly 4*5; tail 1*75; wing 2*2; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *55 ; the first primary *8 ; the second equal to the tenth. 

Distribution . This species was discovered by Hodgson in Nepal. 
Mandelli procured several specimens in Sikhim from February to 
June, and Blanford met with it in Sikhim at 14,000 feet elevation. 
It occurs in the Buxa Doars, and God win- Austen obtained it at 
Sadiya, in Assam. It is evidently a resident species. 

410. Phylloscopus fuscatus. The Dusky Willoiv- Warbler. 

Phyllopneuste fuscata, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi, p. 113 (1842). 

Hoiornis fulviventiis, Hodgs. F. Z. 8. 1845, p. 31; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 162; Hume , N. fy E. p. 329; id. Cat. no. 523; Brooks, 8. F. 
viii, p. 379. 

Phylloscopus brunneus, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 591 (1845) ; id. 
Cat. p. 185 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 338. 

Phylloscopus fuscatus (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 185 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 191 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 271 ; Anders. 
Yunnan JExped., Axes, p. 623 ; Hume , Cat. no. 555 ; id. 8. F. xi, 
p. 217 ; Oates in Hume's JS r . ty E. 2nd ed. i, p. 259. 

Lusciniola fuscata (Blyth), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 127. 

Herbivocula fuscata (Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 92. 

The Dusky Tree - Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Upper plumage brown ; tail and wings brown, edged 
exteriorly with olive-brown ; lores and feathers behind the eye dark 
brown ; a distinct supercilium reaching to the nape buff ; cheeks 
and ear-coverts mingled brown and buff ; chin, throat, and abdomen 
buffy white ; breast, flanks, axillaries, vent, and under tail-coverts 
rich buff. In summer the buff becomes less intense. Before the 
two annual moults the plumage gets much abraded, and some birds 
become a uniform dull brown. 

Iris brown ; upper mandible dusky brown, the lower one dusky 
yellow’’, brownish at the tip ; mouth yellow ; legs and feet dusky 
flesh-colour ; claws yellowish horn-colour. 

Length 5*3; tail 2*3 ; wung 2*4; tarsus *9; bill from gape *52. 
The second primary is intermediate in length between the ninth 
and tenth ; the first primary is large, being about *8 inch in length. 

Distribution . Winters in Bengal and the North-West Provinces 
east of the longitude of Etawah ; extends up to the head of the 
Assam valley, and thence southwards down to Tenasserim, where 
it has been observed as far south as Tavov. It has been found in 
Nepal, probably in summer, and in Sikhim certainly at that 
season, if we identify with this species the bird of which Jerdon 
found the nest at Darjiling in July. Hodgson’s Horornis fulvi- 
ventris is undoubtedly this species, as proved by his types (no. 878) 
in the British Museum ; ana Jerdon identified his Darjiling spe- 
cimen with H. fulviventns. 

In winter this bird is found in Southern China, and at the 
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spring migration the majority of the birds repair to Northern and 
Central Asia, some few apparently stopping in the Himalayas to 
breed. 

Habits , 6fc. Jerdon describes the nest of this bird as being cup- 
shaped, composed of grass with a few fibres and built on a bank, 
and the eggs as pinky white, with a few reddish spots. 

411. Phylloscopus neglectus. The Plain Willow-Warbler . 

Phylloscopus neglectus, Hume , Ibis, 1870, p. 14S; id. Cat no. 554 his ; 
Brooks, 8. F. viii, p. 480 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . p. 227. 

Phyllopseuste neglectus (Hume), Hume , 8.F. i, p. 195. 

Luscimola neglecta (Hume), Seebohm, Cat B. M. v, p. 131. 

Coloration. Upper plumage earthy brown ; wings and tail brown, 
narrowly margined paler ; a narrow eyebrow pale buff ; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts pale buff; the whole 
lower plumage very pale buff ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
yellowish white to white. 

Eye dark; bill, legs, and feet very dark brown (BrooTcs). 

Length about 4 ; tail 1-5 to 1*65 ; wing 1*85 to 2*1 ; tarsus 
*7 to *75; bill from gape *4; first primary *6; second primary 
equal to the eighth or ninth. 

Distribution . Throughout Upper Sind, along the banks of the' 
Indus. Hume states that in the cold weather this species is 
common in the Punjab and in the Doab at least as low down as 
Agra. It is not improbably a resident species in Sind. 

412. Phylloscopus sindianus. The Sind Willow- Warbler. 

Phylloscopus sindianus, Brooks, 8. F. viii, p. 476 ; Hume, 8. F. ix, 
p. 99, x, p. 118 j Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 229. 

Coloration. Resembles P. neglectus so closely as to require no 
separate description, and only differs in being larger. 

Bill dark brown, yellowish towards the base of the lower man- 
dible ; legs and feet dark brown ; iris dark brown (Brooks). 

Length about 4*5; tail 1*75 to 2*05; wing 2*05 to 2*4; tarsus 
*7 to *8; bill from gape *5; the first primary *6; the second is 
equal to the ninth. 

Distribution. Sukkur and Sehwanin Sind, and probably through- 
out that province. It is doubtless a resident species. 

413. Phylloscopus maculipennis*. The Grey-faceci Willow- 

Warbler. 

Abrornis maculipennis, Bluth, Ibis, 1867, p. 27 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, 
p. 899. 

* However indulgent ornithologists may wish to be to Hodgson, it is, in the 
case of this bird, most undesirable to attach the name ehloronotus to it. Seebohm 
has fully stated the case, and so has Hume ; and after a personal investigation 
into the matter I agree with the former and also, I may add , with Brooks in 
their views of the question. 
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Reguloides sp. ?, Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, pp. 162, 163. 

Atrornis chloionotus, Hodgs., Hume , 8. F. i, p. 494 (1873) ; id. 
N. & E. p. 372 ; id. 8. F. iv, p. 50 5. 

Reguloides chloronotus ( Hodgs .), Hume, Cat . no. 566 ter. 

Reguloides maculipennis (. Blyth ), Brooks, J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, 
p. 247 ; id. 8. F. viii, pp. 392, 482. 

Phylloscopus maculipennis (Blyth), Seelohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 70. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark olive- 
brown, an ill-defined bat rather broad coronal band palo buff; 
upper plumage yellowish green ; lower part of the rump bright 
sulphur-yellow ; wings dark brown, edged with yellowish green, 
the greater wing-coverts broadly edged with bright yellow, the 
median tipped more narrowly and less distinctly ; the later quills 
tipped with yellowish white; the three outer pairs of tail-feathers 
white, except on the terminal half of the outer webs, which 
is brown ; the three middle pairs brown, edged w itk yellowish 
green; lores and behind the eye dark brown; a distinct super- 
cilium to the nape pale buff; chin, throat, and upper breast grey ; 
remainder of the lower plumage yellow. 

Bill black ; legs dark fleshy brown. 

Length nearly 4; tail 1*4; wing 1*9; tarsus -65; bill from 
gape *4 ; first primary -5 : the second is about equal to the 
ninth or tenth. 

Distribution . The Himalayas, from the Sutlej river to Bhutan. 
This appears to be a resident species, merely' moving Aertically 
according to season. 


414. Phylloscopus pulcher. The Orange-barred Willoiu- 
Warbler . 

Abromis erochroa, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844, descr. 
nulla) ; Gray , Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal , pp. 66, 152 (1846) ; Horsf. 
<$* M. Cat. i, p. 340. 

Abromis pulchrala, Hodgs . in Gray's Zool. Misc . p. 82 (1844, descr. 
nulla). 

Phylloscopus pulcher (Hodgs,), Blyth, J, A. 8. B. xiv, p. 592 
(1845). 

Abrornis pulchra (Hodgs.), Gray, Cat. Mamm. itc. Nepal, pp. 66, 
152 (1846); Blyth, Cat. p. 183. 

Reguloides erochroa (Hodgs.), J&i'd. B. I. ii, p. 199; Hume $ Vav. 
8. F. vi, p. 858 ; Hume , Cat. no. 568 ; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 309 ; 
Brooks r, 8. F. viii, pp. 392, 482 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 223. 

Phylloscopus pulcber (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat, B. M. v, p. 73; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 90. 

The Bar-winged Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration. Head very dark olive-brown ; coronal streak merely 
indicated, being extremely indistinct ; upper plumage olive-green, 
the feathers of the rump very broadly tipped with yellowish green, 
forming a band above the coverts of the tail ; wings and wing- 
coverts dark brown edged with green, the median and greater 
coverts broadly tipped with orange; tail with the three middle 
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pairs of feathers brown, edged on the outer webs with yellowish 
green, the three outer pairs white on the inner webs and on the 
basal halves of the outer webs, the remainder of the outer webs 
being brown ; supercilium buffi sh green ; sides of the head mingled 
brown and green : lower plumage greenish yellow. 

Bill black ; base of lower mandible and gape yellow ; irides dark 
brown ; feet dusky greenish, the soles greenish yellow ; claws 
dusky {Scully). 

Length 4*2 ; tail 1*75 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape -5 ; 
the second primary is about equal to the tenth ; the first primary 
measures about - 6 inch in length. 

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Chamba to Bhutan. This 
species has also been found in the Khasi and Ndga hills, in 
Manipur, Karennee, and on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. It 
has not been observed in the Peninsula of India. It is probably a 
resident where it is found. It has been procured up to 13,000 ft. 
elevation in Sikhim. 


415. Phylloscopus proregulus. Pallas’s Willow-Warbler, 

Motacilla proregulus, Pall . Zoogr. Rosso- Asi at . i, p. 499 (1811). 

Ahroruis chloronopus, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc . p. 82 (1844). 

Beguloides chloronotus (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 184 ; Horsf. # M. 

Cat. i, p. 343 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 197. 

Reguloides proregulus (Pall.), Hume , N. Sr E. p. 368 ; id. § Henders. 

Lahore to Yarkand , p. 220 ; Hume ty Dav. 8 . F. vi, p. 358 ; Hume , 

Cat. no. 566 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 309 ; Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 392 ; 

Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 222. 

Phylloscopus proregulus (Pall.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 71; 

Oates , B. B. i, p. 89 ; id. in Hume's N. ty F. 2nd ed. i, p, 260. 

The Yellow-i'umped Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . A broad well-defined coronal streak and a super- 
cilium extending to the nape pale yellow ; the head dark olive- 
brown ; upper plumage olive-brown, lighter than the head ; rump 
bright yellow ; wings and wing-coverts brown, the outer webs all 
margined with greenish yellow, the median and greater coverts 
broadly tipped with pale yellow, forming two wing-bars ; tail 
olive-brown, edged with greenish yellow; sides of the head 
mingled brown and yellow ; lower plumage white, suffused with 
grey and yellow ; axillaries and under wing- coverts yellow. Before 
the seasonal moults the plumage becomes much faded. 

Upper mandible black; the lower mandible dusky, yellowish at 
the base; irides dark brown; gape orange; feet dingy greenish 
brown ; claws dusky ; soles yellowish green (Scully). 

Length 3’5; tail 1’4 ; wing 2 : tarsus *7 ; bill from gape -42 ; 
the second primary is intermediate between the eighth and ninth ; 
the first primary is nearly *6 inch in length. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Hazara aud 
Kashmir to Bhutan. This "Warbler also occurs, probably only* as 
a winter visitor, in the Khasi and Naga hills, in Manipur, and in 
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the Salween district of Tenasserim, among the pine-forests. It 
occasionally descends to such low levels as the Dehra Doon. 

It extends to N. China and S.E. Siberia in the summer. 

Habits, Sfc. This bird breeds commonly In the Himalayas, at 
considerable altitudes. It builds its nest in May or June, con- 
structing a domed structure of moss and lichen, lined with 
feathers, low down on the bough of a pine. The eggs, five in 
number, are white spotted with red, and measure *54 by *44. 

416. Phylloscopus subviridis. Brooks's Willow-Warbler . 

Reguloides subviridis, Brooks , Proe. A. S. B. 1872, p. 148; Hume, 
S. F. iv, p. 494 ; Brooks, S. F. vii, p. 477 ; Hume , Cat. no. 566 bis ; 
Brooks , S. F. viii, pp. S92, 482; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 66; 
Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 449. 

Phylloscopus subviridis (Brooks), Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 74, pi. iv, 
fig. 2 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 262. 

Coloration. Central coronal streak, supercilium, sides of the 
head, and the whole lower plumage yellow suffused with an 
ochraceous tinge ; lores and behind the eye dusky ; upper plumage 
and margins of wings and tail clear greenish yellow ; tips to greater 
wing-coverts pale yellow and distinct ; tips to median-coverts 
greenish yellow and less distinct. 

Iris black ; legs and feet greyish green ; bill greenish horny 
(G. F. L. Marshall). 

Length about 4*3 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *7 ; ‘bill from 
gape -45 ; the first primary is about *55 long; the second primary 
is between the seventh and tenth. 

Distribution. This species is found in winter in the North-west 
Provinces and the Pan jab, apparently not ranging eastward of 
Allahabad. It occurs at Simla on migration, and breeds in Kashmir 
and Afghanistan, but the nest has not yet been found. 


417. Phylloscopus super ciliosus. The Crowned WiTlow-Warbler , 

Motacilla super ciliosa, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 975 (1788). 

Reguloides modestus (Gould), Blyth, Cat. p. 184 (part.). 

Reguloides^proregulus (Pall.), Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 342 ; Jerd. B. 

Reguloides superciliosus ( Gm.), Brooks, S. F. vii, pp. 128, 236, 475, 
viii, p. 392 ; Hume, Cat. no. 565 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 222 ; Barnes . 
Birds Bom. p. 230. 

Phylloscopus superciliosus (Gm.), Anders. Yunnan Exp,, Aves, 
p. 625 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p, 68 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 87. 

The Croioned Tree-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage olive-green; a very indistinct and 
irregular coronal streak greenish grey ; a well-defined supercilium, 
reaching to the nape, pale greenish yellow ; the crown of the head 
darker than the other parts ; wings and wing-coverts dark brown, 
edged with yellowish green, the median and greater coverts with 
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conspicuous yellowish tips, forming two distinct wing-tars ; the 
quills tipped conspicuously with whitish ; tail brown, edged with 
yellowish green on the outer webs ; lores and ear-coverts mixed 
brown and yellow ; lower plumage yellowish white ; axillaries and 
lower wing-coverts yellow. Before the seasonal moults, the plum- 
age becomes very dull. 

Upper mandible brown ; lower mandible yellowish white tipped 
with brown ; legs brownish flesh-colour ; iris brown ; claws pale 
brown. 

Length 4; tail 1*8; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *5; 
the second primary is generally intermediate in length between 
the sixth and seventh ; the first primary measures about *5 inch in 
length. 

Distribution . A common winter visitor to the eastern portion of 
the Empire, being found throughout Burma, Assam, and Bengal, 
to about the longitude of Mudhupnr on the E.I. Bailway, where 
the next species commences to be observed. I have seen no speci- 
men from the west of Mudhupur ; but Butler records P. superciliosus 
from the Sahyadri range of hills in the Deccan, and terms it a cold 
weather visitant, implying by this, I consider, that it is not rare or 
exceptional. It is remarkable that it should occur in that part of 
India. 


418. Phylloscopus huinii. Hume's Willow-Warbler. 

Abromis tenuiceps*, Hodgs. in Gray's Zook Misc . p. 82 (1844) ; 
Gray . Cat. Mamm. etc . Nepal , pp. 66. 152 (1846) ; Hodgs. J. A. 
S. B. xxiv, p. 575 (1855). 

Beguloides superciliosus ( Gm .), apud Brooks. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, 
p.81;P&««e, N.SrR?. 864. 

Beguloides humii, Brooks, S. F. vii, pp. 131, 236, 475 (1878); 
Hume, Cat. no. 565 bis ; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 307 ; Brooks, 8. F. 
viii, pp. 385, 392, 481 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 231. 

Phylloscopus huinii {Brooks), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 67, pi. iv, 
fig. 1 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 262. 

Coloration. Besembles P. superciliosus but is lighter green above ; 
the coronal band is still more indistinct and frequently absent 
altogether ; the supercilium is buff: fading to brownish white ; the 
sides of the head and the lower plumage are suffused with buff ; 
the lower wing-bar is pale yellowish and the upper one greenish, 
indistinct or sometimes absent altogether. 

Upper mandible dark brown ; tip of lower pale brown ; rest of 
the lower mandible and gape dirty yellow ; iris very dark brown ; 
legs very dark greenish plumbeous ; feet and claws many shades 
paler (Davison). 

Of the same dimensions as P. superciliosus ; the first primary is 
of the same length as in that species, and the second is generally 


* Although this name was published three times over, yet on no occasion 
was a description of the bird given. 
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between the eighth and ninth, but sometimes between the seventh 
and eighth. 

This and the preceding species are very distinct when in fresh 
or fairly good plumage. Birds in worn plumage are not easy to 
separate. 

j Distribution. A winter visitor to the plains of India, ranging as far 
east as about the longitude of Mudhupur on the E.I. Bailway, 
where it meets P. superciliosus , and the two are found there together. 
It extends south to about the latitude of Belgaum. It is found 
throughout the Himalayas as far as Nepal, but it has not occurred 
in Sikhim. I cannot find it recorded from Sind or from the drier 
parts of Bajputana, but elsewhere within the limits above indicated 
it seems to be common. It is known to breed abundantly in 
Kashmir, and probably its migration does not extend beyond the 
Himalayas. 

Habits , <$fc. The breeding-season seems to commence in May in 
Kashmir. The nest, a cup of coarse grass, lined with moss-roots, 
is built on the ground on banks and sides of ravines. The eggs, 
four or five in number, are white spotted with red, and measure 
•56 by -44. 

419. Phylloscopus mandellii. Mandelli’s Willow-Warbler . 

Reguloides mandellii, Brooks , S. P. viii, pp. 389, 481 (1879). 

Coloration . Resembles P. superciliosus very closely, but has the 
upper plumage a darker green ; the coronal streak is equally ill- 
defined, but the lateral bands are a dark blackish olive, very much 
darker than the back ; the supercilium is buff ; the wing-bars are 
dull yellow, and the upper one is indistinct and tinged with green. 

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible yellow at base, blackish 
at tip ; legs and feet pale yellowish (Brooks). 

Length about 4*1; tail 1*7; wing 2*2; tarsus *75; hill from 
gape *4 ; the second primary is about- equal to the ninth. 

I have seen very few specimens of this bird, but these few are 
quite distinct from P. superciliosus and P. humii , neither of which 
approaches its rich coloration. 

Distribution . The Khasi hills and Sikhim, where this species is 
probably a resident. 


Genus ACANTHOPNEUSTE, Blasius, 1858. 

The genus Acanthopneuste, which contains eleven Indian species, 
differs from Phylloscopus , as already noted, in having a proportion- 
ally larger bill and the nostrils overhung by frontal hairs growing 
from the rictus or gape quite up to the culmen. In other respects 
the two genera are alike. 

The following descriptions of the plumage, as in Phylloscopus , 
are brief and applicable to the birds after the autumn moult on 
first arrival in the plains. The differences between the winter and 
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the summer plumages are too trivial to require separate notice. 
These birds are among the most difficult to identify, and the 
student will find the points set forth in the key and in the 
short characters I have given of more service than long elaborate 
descriptions. 

Key to the Species, 


a. With no band on crown of head. 

a'. Second primary about equal to sixth . . A. borealis , p. 412. 
b'. Second primary between sixth and 
eighth. 

a". Upper plumage lively green; lower 

rather bright yellow A . nitidus , p. 413. 

b". Upper plumage dull green ; lower 
greyish yellow. 

a'". With one wing-bar A. viridamts , p. 414. 

b ,n . With two wing-bars A. plumbeitarsus , p. 414. 

c". Upper plumage very dark green ; 

lower greyish yellow A. magnwostris, p. 415. 

d". Upper plumage tinged with ochra- 

ceous; lower with buffi A. tmettipes , p. 416. 

c\ Second primary about equal to tenth . . A. lugubris, p. 417. 

b. With a coronal band. 


d r . Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail- 
feathers brown like remainder of tail. 
e' r . Lower plumage whitish, contrasting 
with bright yellow of under tail- 

coverts A. coronabns , p. 417. 

/". Lower plumage uniform pale yellow. 
c w . Larger ; wing 2*3 to 2*7 ; tail 

about 2 A . occipitalis , p. 418. 

d'". Smaller; wing 2-1 to 2*3; tail 

about 18 A. trochiloides, p. 419. 

e\ Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail- 

feathers entirely white A. davisom, p. 419. 


420. Acanthopneuste borealis. The Arctic Willow-Warbler. 

Phyllo^neuste borealis, Bias. Naum, 1858, p. 313; Hume , S. F. iv, 

Phylloscopus borealis ( Bias .), Hume fy JDav. 8. F. vi, p. 852: Hume , 
Cat, no. 556 bis ; Oates , 8. F. x, p. 222 ; id, B, B, i, p. 77 ; Seebohm, 
Cat. B . M. v, p. 40 ; Hume f 8. F. xi, p. 218. 

_ Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green, lighter on the rump ; 
wings brown, the outer webs edged with olive-green ; wing-coverts 
brown on the inner and olive-green on the outer webs ; the median 
and greater coverts with yellowish -white tips, forming two bars ; 
tail brown, the outer webs edged with olive-green ; a broad and 
well-defined eye^treak, reaching to the nape, yellowish white ; 
lores brown ; ear-coverts olive, mingled with yellowish ; under 
plumage white, suffused with yellow ; under wing-coverts and axil- 
laries pale yellow. 
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As the summer goes on the wing-bars get worn away and the 
upper one is sometimes absent. The lower plumage gets whiter 
and the upper plumage duller. After the autumn moult the wing- 
bars are very conspicuous and the underparts become suffused with 
deeper yellow. 

Tipper mandible dark brown, the edges and tip yellow ; gape and 
basal half of the lower mandible orange-yellow, terminal half dusky; 
mouth bright orange-yellow ; ins dark brown ; legs flesh-colour, 
tinged with yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour. 

Length 4*8 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *68 ; the 
second primary is intermediate in length between the fifth and 
sixth, and is sometimes equal to the sixth ; the first primary is very 
small, measuring from *3 to -45 inch in length. 

Distribution . A fairly common winter visitor to Southern Pegu 
and Tenasserim, arriving about the middle of September. Hume 
met with it at Aimole on the eastern hills of Manipur in the middle 
of April. It has been procured in the South Andaman, from 
which locality I have examined two specimens. 

It has a wide range in winter through South-eastern Asia, and 
it summers in Northern Asia. 


421. Acanthopneuste nitidus. The Green Willow-Warbler . 

Phylloscopus nitidus, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xii, p. 905 (1843) ; id. Cat . 
p. 184 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 193 ; Hume, Cat. no. 559 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 551 ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 47 j Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 448 ; 
Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 4 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 228. 

The Bright-green Tree-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage and the sides of the neck bright 
yellowish green ; wing-coverts brown, edged with yellowish green ; 
the median coverts faintly, the greater coverts distinctly tipped 
with pale yellow ; wings and tail brown, narrowly edged green, 
the outer tail-feathers margined with white interiorly ; lores and 
behind the eye olive ; a very distinct yellow supercilium from the 
bill to the nape ; the whole lower plumage primrose-yellow ; the 
axillaries and under wing- coverts brighter. 

In summer the plumage is probably much the same as in winter. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet olive-grey ; bill brown above, 
flesh-coloured below (Butler). 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6 ; 
the length of the second primary is between the sixth and seventh, 
or equal to the eighth ; the first measures -55. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the whole of India from the 
Himalayas to Ceylon, and from Sind to about the longitude of 
Calcutta. Its summer-quarters are not known with certainty, but 
they are not unlikely to be in Kashmir and the higher levels of the 
Himalayas. 
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422. Acanth opneuste viridanus. The Greenish Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus viridanus, Myth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 967 (1843) ; id. Cat. 
p. 185 ; Hot'sf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 338 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 193 ; Hume fy 
Henders. Lahore to Yark. p. 220, pi. xix ; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 148 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped ., Aves, p. 624; Brooks , S. F. vii, p. 608; 
Hume , Cat. no. 560 ; Brooks , 8. F. viii, p. 385 : Leyge, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 555 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 44 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 80 ; 
Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 229 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 219. 

The Greenish Tree - Warblen *, Jerd. 

Coloration . Upper plumage dull olive-green, lighter on the rump ; 
wings and tail brown, with the outer webs edged with olive-green ; 
wing-coverts brown, edged broadly with olive-green ; the greater 
coverts tipped with the same colour, forming a wing-bar ; a well- 
defined narrow eye-stripe reaching to the nape yellowish white ; 
lores and feathers behind the eye brown; ear-coverts greenish 
yellow ; lower plumage pale greyish yellow ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries pale yellow. 

In summer the plumage becomes paler. Just before the seasonal 
moult the wing-bar frequently disappears by abrasion. 

Upper mandible dusky brown; lower yellowish brown; iris 
dark brown ; legs and feet brownish grey ; claws brown horny 
{Scully). 

Length 4*2 ; tail 1*7 ; wdng 2*2; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *6 ; the 
second primary is intermediate in length between the seventh 
and the eighth, but occasionally equals the eighth ; the first pri- 
mary is rather large, measuring from *5 to *7 inch in length. ‘ 

Distribution. Throughout the whole length of the Himalayas 
from the Hazara country to Sikhim, and over the whole peninsula 
of India down to Ceylon, with the exception of Sind and the 
western portion of Rajputana. To the east this species extends 
commonly to Calcutta, and has been found in Northern Sylhet. I 
formerly reported it from Burma on the authority of Blyth, but 
there can be little doubt now that it does not occur in that Pro 7 
viuce. Hume also at one time identified some Tenasserim birds 
with this species, but afterwards he declared them to be A. plumbei- 
tarsus. The whole Hume and Tweeddale collections do not con- 
tain a specimen from Burma. 

In summer this species appears to retreat to the higher parts of 
the Himalayan range, and probably breeds at these higher altitudes. 
Its nest, however, has not yet been found by anyone. 

423. Acanthopneuste plumbeitarsus. Middmdorff's 
Willow- Warbler. 

Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus, Sioinh. Ibis , 1861, p. 330 ; Hume $ Dav. 

8. F. vi, p. 355 ; Brooks , 8. F. vii, p. 508 ; Hume , Cat. no. 558 bis ; 

Brooks , 8. F. viii, p. 385 ; Bingham , 8. F. ix,_p. 187 ; Seebohm , Cat . 

B. M. v, p. 45 ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 222 ; id. B. B. i, p. 79. 

Phylloscopus seebohmi, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 885 (1877) ; Hume fy Dav. 

8. F. vi, p. 356 ; Hume , Cat. no. 558 ter. 

Phylloscopus viridanus, Blyth, apud Hume Dav. 8 . F. vi, p. 356 ; 

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 219. 
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Coloration . So similar to P. viridanus, of which this is the 
eastern form, as to require no separate description. P. plumbed 
tarsus differs in having the median wing-coverts, as well as the 
greater coverts, tipped with yellowish white, thus having two wing- 
bars. When the upper bar is abraded, it is difficult to separate 
the two species. 

Upper mandible brown, lower clear yellow ; iris brown ; mouth 
yellow ; legs pale plumbeous-brown, the toes tinged with yellow ; 
claws pale horn-colour. 

Of the same dimensions as A . vir id cuius. 

The Phylloscopus seebohmi of Hume would now appear to have 
been this species in spring plumage, and not A, viridanus , which 
does not occur in Burma. 

Distribution . A common winter migrant to Southern Pegu, and 
the northern portion of Tenasserim down to Mergui, from the 
middle of September to the end of April. It appears to summer 
in Turkestan and southern Siberia. 

424. Acanthopneuste magnirostris. The Large-billed Willow- 

Warbler \ 

Phylloscopus magnirostris, Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 966 (1843) ; 
Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 336 ; Jet'd. B. I. ii, p. 191 ; Brooks , J. A. 8. B. 
xli, pt. ii, p. 79, xliii, pt. ii, p. 247 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 243 ; Hume 
Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 352 ; Hume, Cat . no. 556 ; Legge , Birds Ceyl. 
p. 653 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 47 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 82 ; 
Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 228. 

The Large-billed Tree - Warbler , Jerd. 


Figa. 130, 131. — Bill and wing of A. magnirostris. 

Coloration. Upper plumage very dark olive-green, darker on the 
head; wing-coverts and wings brown, edged with olive-green; the 
median coverts with small, and the greater coverts with large, 
yellowish-white tips, forming two wing-bars ; tail brown, edged with 
olive-green on the outer webs, and tipped paler beneath ; eye-streak, 
well defined and reaching to the nape, yellowish while ; ‘lores and 
feathers behind the eye brown ; ear-coverts yellowish white, suffused 
with brown ; lower plumage pale yellow, suffused with grey on 
the breast and flanks ; axiflaries and under wing-coverts greyish 
yellow. 

In summer the plumage becomes duller. 

Irides earth-brown ; legs carneous ; claws and feet yellowish 
white ; bill horny (Cripps). 
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Length 5-4; tail 2-2; wing 2*7; tarsus *75; bill from gape 
•65; the second primary is intermediate in length between the 
seventh and eighth ; the first primary is very large, being about 
•7 inch long. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to India, not found in Sind, the 
Punjab, Rajputana, or G-uzerat, but ranging south to Ceylon, and 
eastward to Shillong, whence I have seen a specimen killed in August. 
This species also occurs very rarely in Burma. Blyth records it 
from Arrakan. I have examined a specimen from Toungngoo, and 
Hume states that it is a rare cold-weather visitant to the central 
portions of Tenasseriin *. In the summer it is found along the 
whole range of the Himalayas, from Kashmir to as far at least as 
Sikhim. Many birds probably remain in the lower ranges through- 
out the winter. The nest has not yet been found, but this species 
undoubtedly breeds in Kashmir. 


425. Acanthopneuste tenellipes. The Pale-legged Willow- 
Warbler. 


Phylloscopus tenellipes, Swinh . Ibis, 1860, p. 53 ; Brooks , 8. F. iv, 
p. 276; Hume fy Dav . 8. F. vi, pp. 354, 517 ; Hume Cat. no. 556 
quat. ; Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 46 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 222 ; id. B. 
B. i,p. 81. 


Coloration . Upper plumage olive-brown, suffused with ochraceous, 
especially on the rump ; eye-streak narrow but well defined, ex- 
tending to the nape, huffish white ; lores and feathers behind the 
eye blackish ; ear-coverts mingled buff and brown ; wings brown, 
edged with the colour of the back ; wing-coverts brown, very 
broadly edged with the colour of the back, the median coverts paler 
at the tips, forming an indistinct wing-bar ; greater coverts 
broadly tipped with buff, forming a distinct lower bar; lower 



white, suffused with buff, especially on the vent and 


Upper mandible brown, lower one pale fleshy, dusky at tip ; legs 
and claws pale flesh-colour ; iris brown. 

Length 5*15 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*7 ; tarsus -73 ; bill from gape -63 ; 
the second primary is intermediate in length between the sixth „ 
and seventh, or sometimes equal to the seventh ; the first primary 
is about *55 inch in length. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to Burma, but a comparatively 
rare one. I procured it at Kyeikpadein on a few occasions in 
January, February, and April. I did not meet with it in any 
other part of Pegu. Mr. Davison obtained it at various points in 
Tenasserim, from Kyouknyat down to Malawun, at which latter 
place my men also gdt several specimens. Further south it has 
been procured at Kussoom in the Malay peninsula. 

It probably summers in China and Japan. 


* I have not, however, been able to discover any Tenasserim examples of this 
species in the Hume Collection. 
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426. Acanthopneuste lugulbris. The Dull-green Willow-Warbler . 

Phyllopneuste lugulbris, Blyth , A. M. N. H. xii, p. 98 (1843) id. 
J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 968. 

Phylloscopus lugulbris (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 185 ; Horsf 8c M. Cat . 
i, p. 337 j Jerd. B.I.. ii, p. 192 j Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xii, pt. ii, 
p. 53 j Armstrong , 8. F. iv, p. 329 ; Hume <§• Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 355 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 624 j Brooks, 8. F. yiii, p. 480 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 558 ,* id. 8. F. ix, p. 255 ; 8cully, Ibis , 1881, p. 448 ,* 
Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 48 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 83 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom . p. 228 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 219. 

Phylloscopus burmanicus, Brooks, 8. F. ix, p, 272 ; Oates, 8. F. x, 
p. 223 1 id, B. B, i, p. 80. 

The Dull-green Tree - Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Very similar to A. magnirostris, but rather darker 
and smaller, and differing also in the proportions of the primaries. 

Upper mandible dark brown, lower one yellowish, somewhat 
dusky on the terminal half; iris brown; mouth yellow; legs 
brown; claws horn-colour. 

Length 5 ; tail 2-1 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from gape *62 ; 
the second primary is intermediate in length between the ninth 
and tenth, and sometimes equals the tenth ; the first primary 
is very long, being sometimes *8 inch in length. 

Distribution. Winters in Bengal, the Assam valley, and the 
whole of the country south of this to the central portion of Tenas- 
serim. J erdon states that this bird is spread throughout India, and 
that he procured it in the Nilgiris, the Wynaad, and also at Nellore. 
More recent observers have recorded it from Ahmednagar, Nagar, 
and the Panch Mahals. I have myself been unable to detect any 
specimens of this species in the British Museum collection from 
any locality west of Bengal and Sikhim, and I have doubts about 
its being so widely spread as Jerdon asserts, and still more of its 
being found so far to the west as the Panch Mahals and the Deccan. 
In winter it occurs in the Andamans. 

It summers in the higher parts of Sikhim, and probably in other 
parts of the Himalayas east of this. Hodgson obtained this bird, 
but his notes do not state whether his specimens were procured in 
Nepal or Sikhim, and it was most likely in the latter, where he 
collected very largely. Scully failed to meet with it in Nepal. 

427. Acanthopneuste coronatus. TemmincVs Crowned Willow- 

Warbler. 

Picedula coronata, Temm. <$* 8chleg. Fauna Jap., Aves, p. 48, 
pi. xviii, (1847). 

Phyllopneuste coronata (T. fy 8.), Brooks , 8. F. iv, p. 275. 

Beguloides coronata (T. fy 8.), Hume <$r Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 356 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 563 bis; id. 8. F. xi, p. 220. 

Phylloscopus coronatus (T. 8.), Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 49; 

Oates, 8. F. x, p. 223 ; id. B . B. i, p. 84. 

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green, the head suffused with 
VOL. i. 2 e 
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dusky ; an irregular greyish-yellow streak from the forehead to the 
nape over the centre of the head ; a well-defined yellowish-white 
supercilium reaching to the nape ; lores and feathers behind the eye 
brown ; ear-coverts mixed yellowish and dusky ; wing-coverts and 
wings brown, edged with yellowish green, the median coverts with 
small, the greater coverts with larger, yellowish tips, forming two 
wing-bars ; tail olive-brown, edged with yellowish green on the 
outer webs ; lower plumage white, tinged with yellow on the breast 
and flanks; lower tail-coverts yellow. The summer plumage is 
duller, owing to the feathers being abraded. 

Upper mandible brown; lower mandible yellowish; mouth 
yellow ; legs and feet plumbeous. 

Length 5*2 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape '6 ; 
the second primary is intermediate in length between the sixth and 
seventh; the first primary is about *5 inch long. 

Distribution . A winter visitor from September to April in 
Southern Pegu and Southern Tenasserim, and probably the inter- 
vening tract. Hume obtained this bird in Manipur in Eebruary. 
It extends to Java in the winter, and it summers in Japan and 
South-eastern Siberia. 

428. Acanthopneuste occipitalis. The Large Crowned Willow- 

Warbler. 

Phyllopneuste occipitalis, Jerd., Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 693 (1846) ; 
id. Cat. p. 183. 

Reguloides occipitalis ( Jerd .), Jwd. B. I. ii, p. 196 ; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A . 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 107 ; Brooks , J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 81 ; 
Cock %■ Marsh . 8. F. i, p. 365 ; Fume, N. E. p. 362 ; Fume, Cat. 
no. 663; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 66; Scully , Ibis, 1881, p.449; 
Barnes, Birds t Bom. p. 230 ; Fume, 8. F. xi, p. 220. 

Phylloscopus occipitalas {Jerd,), Anders . Yunnan Exped., Aves , 
p. 626 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 60. 

Acanthopneuste occipitalis {Jerd.), Oates in Fume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 267. 

The Large Qrovmed Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Resembles A. coronatas very closely. Differs in 
having the whole lower plumage of one uniform tint, the under tail- 
coverts not being of a deeper yellow than the other parts, and in 
having the second primary usually intermediate between the seventh 
and eighth. 

Legs and feet pale brown, yellowish on feet ; soles yellow ; upper * 
mandible brown, lower one homy brown ; iris brown {Fwme Goll.). 

Length about 5*3 ; tail 2T ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *6 ; the first primary measures about *6. 

Distribution. This "Warbler is found in winter throughout the 
peninsula of India from the foot of the Himalayas to about the 
latitude of Belgaum and Nellore, and from Sind to the longitude 
of Calcutta. It is also found more sparingly to the east of Cal- 
cutta up the valley of Assam to Dibrugarh, at Shillong, and in 
North Cachar. 
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In summer it retires to the higher parts of the Himalayas, where 
it breeds commonly. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Kashmir and the north-west Himalayas 
from May to July, constructing a rude nest of moss and leaves in 
a hole at the root of a tree, and laying five pure white eggs, which 
measure *65 by *5. 


429. Acanthopneuste trochiloides. BlytFs Growned Willow- 

Warbler 

Acanthiza trochiloides, Sunder. Fkysiogr . 8 alhkapets Tidsh. i, (1888) 
id. A. M. N. H. xviii, p. 252 (1846). 

Phyllopneuste reguloides, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 191 (1842). 

Reguloides trochiloides ( Sandev .), Blyth , Cat. p. 184; Horsf. ty M. 
Oh£. i,p. 343; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 196; Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, 
pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, Cat. no. 564 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 307 ; Brooks, 
8. F. x, p. 169. 

Phylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 275 (1855) ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped. , Aves, p. 626. 

Reguloides viridipennis (Blyth), Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 198 : Brookes, 8. F. 
iii, p. 245 ; Scully, 8. F. iv, p. 149. 

Phylloscopus flavo-olivaceus, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 504 (1877). 

Keguloides flavo-olivaceus {Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 564 his ; id. 8. F. 
ix, p. 291. 

Phylloscopus trochiloides (Swidev.), Oates, S. F. x, p. 223. 

Phylloscopus reguloides (Blyth), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 51; 
Oates, B.B. i,p.85. ' * ’ 

The Median Crowned Warbler ; the Green-winged Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Similar to A. occipitalis, from which this species 
differs in being much darker green above, in haviug the hinder part 
of the crown and nape darker, in being smaller, and in having the 
second primary intermediate between the eighth and ninth or the 
ninth and tenth, or even equal to the first secondary. 

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower one with the gape, and the 
edges of the upper yellow ; mouth orange-yellow ; iris dark hazel- 
brown ; legs yellowish brown ; claws light brown. 

Length about 4-5; tail 1-8; wing 2*1 to 2*3; tarsus *7; bill 
from gape *6 ; the first primary measures about *6. 

Distribution . In winter this species appears to be found in 
Bengal, the Assam valley up to Dibrugarh, and southwards through 
the hill-tracts to Southern Pegu and the northern parts of Tenas- 
serim. 

In summer it has been observed in the Himalayas from Kfl.g~hmfr» 
to Sikhim, and probably it also winters in the lower valleys 
of these parts. Stoliczka observes that in summer it is common 
all through the valley of the Sutlej river from Kotgarh to Chini, 
where it breeds from 9000 to 10,000 feet. Scully observed it 
in Turkestan. Its nest has not yet been found. 


2 E 2 
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430. Acanthopneuste davisoni. The Tenasserim White-tailed 
Willow - Warbler . 

Reguloides viridipennis (P Blyth), apud Wald, in Blyth Birds Bunn. 

p. 106. 

Reguloides viridipennis (Blyth), apud Hume, S. F. v, p. 330 ; 
Hume 8f Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 368 ; Hume , Cat . no. 667 ; id. 8. F. 
vii, p. 463, ix, p. 291, xi, p. 223. 

Pkylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth. apud Seebohm, Cat.B. M. v, p. 63. 

Pkylloscopus presbytia (8. Mull), apud Oates , B. B. i, p. 86 ; Brooks , 
Ibis, 1889, p. 676. 

Acantkopneuste davisoni, Oates ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 269. 

Coloration . Very similar to A. trochiloides , but differing in being 
smaller and in having the inner webs of the two outside tail-feathers 
white. 

Legs and feet rather pale brown ; soles yellowish ; upper man- 
dible dark brown; lower wax-yellow ; iris brown (Hume). 

Length about 4*3; tail 1*7 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *55 ; the second primary is about equal to the tenth ; the 
first primary is about -55 inch long. 

After a careful reconsideration of the synonymy of this species 
I am reluctantly compelled to give it a name and I have much 
pleasure in naming it after Davison, its discoverer. 

The history of the species is briefly this. In 1855 Blyth de- 
scribed a Wiiiow- Warbler from Tenasserim under the name of 
Phylloscopus viridipennis. He neglected to state what the colour of 
the tail was ; an all-important matter. Davison, many years after, 
procured a white-tailed Willow- Warbler in Tenasserim, and Hume 
unhesitatingly identified it with P. viridipennis , Blyth. Against 
this, we have Brooks’s positive evidence that he examined Blyth’s 
types in Calcutta and found them to be the bird we know as 
A. trochiloides. The opinion of Brooks on such a subject is in my 
opinion conclusive. We also have Jerdon describing P. viridi- 
pennis , Blyth, in the 6 Birds of India,’ as having an olive-green tail, 
no mention being made of any white feathers, and he states that it 
occurs at Darjiling. This locality coupled with the description 
point to A. trochiloides ; for the Tenasserim white-tailed bird is 
not known to occur in Sikhim. 

It must be borne in mind that Blyth’s P. viridipennis is just as 
likely to have been A. trochiloides as the present species discovered 
by Davison, for both species were found by Davison in Tenasserim, 
the former in the Salween district, the latter on Muleyit mountain, 
no great distance apart. Bor all these reasons therefore I reject 
Blyth’s name as inadmissible for the present form. 

In 1870 Blyth visited the Leyden Museum and there observed 
a white-tailed Willow- Warbler which Muller in 1835 had named 
presbytia without a description. Leaving alone such a minor com- 
plication as that of this bird being labelled “ Timor,” while Muller’s 
bird came from Sumatra, it is to be noticed that this white-tailed 
Acanthopneuste did not recall to Blyth any recollection of his Tenas- 
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serim bird. He describes Miiller’s bird as something distinctly new. 
I require no better evidence than this to convince me that Blyth 
had never described a white-tailed Acanthopneuste of this type before. 
He would, of course, not associate it with his Abrornis maculipennis , 
which is a totally different bird, and one to which no special 
reference was necessary ; but it was to be expected that he would 
mention his Phylloscopus viridipennis , if it had been a white-tailed 
species, as one closely allied to A. presbytis. 

This A . presbytis, judging from specimens in the British Museum 
collected by Wallace in Timor, is not by any means identical with 
the bird procured by Davison on Muleyit, having a browner head 
and a much larger bill, and I should not have noticed it in this 
work had not Seebohm united it with Phylloscopus viridipennis , 
Blyth, apud Hume. I did not inquire very minutely into the 
matter when writing the 4 Birds of Burmah/ but 1 have now 
devoted considerable time to the subject, and I think it far from 
established that the Timor bird described by Blyth is identical 
with the Tenasserim white-tailed Willow -Warbler. Looking to 
this and to the very unsatisfactory history of the synonymy of 
this species, I prefer to denote it by a new name. 

Distribution. Discovered on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim, 
where it breeds and appears to be a permanent resident. I have 
examined two specimens procured by Wardlaw Eamsay on the 
Karen Hills and Karennee respectively, and Hume procured this 
species in Manipur above Bishnupur on the 17th February, at an 
elevation of about 3300 feet. 

Habits, $c. Davison found the nest of this species on Muleyit, 
at an elevation of over 6000 feet, placed in a mass of creepers 
growing over the face of a rock. The nest was a globular structure 
constructed of moss and leaves and lined with vegetable down. 

It contained three pure white eggs which measured *59 by '49. 

G-enus CRYPT0L0PHA, Swains., 1837. 

The genus Gryptolopha contains nine Indian species of Warblers 
of very bright plumage in which yellow or green is the predomi- 
nant colour. They approach the Flycatchers in the enormous 
development of the frontal hairs, but differ from them in the young 
not being spotted and in having a partial spring moult. * This 
spring moult is confined to the wings and tail. Two specimens of 
G. castaneiceps procured in Native Sikbim in April and now in the 
British Museum show this moult in progress, otherwise I should 
have entertained doubts about it. The plumage of the young is 
exactly the same as that of the adult. All the species are 
resident. 

In Gryptolopha the bill is about half the length of the head, very 
broad and blunt ; the rictal bristles are greatly developed and the 
frontal hairs extend quite up to the culmen and reach beyond the 
nostrils, in some cases nearly up to the tip of the bill ; the wing is 
somewhat rounded, the first primary being small and the second 
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and third graduated ; the tail is moderate, square or slightly forked 
in some cases. 

The Plycatcher-W arblers resemble the Willow-Warblers in 
their mode of life, frequenting trees and shrubs and feeding on the 
insects which infest the leaves. They are not known to have any 
song. They are most numerous on the hills and are somewhat 
rare in the plains. So far as is known all the species lay pure 
white eggs. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Entire lower plumage deep yellow. 

a' Lateral hands on crown black, median band 
well-defined. 

a". A white ring round eye ; sides of head 

bluish grey 

6". A yellow ring round eye; sides of 
head yellowish. 

a'". Lateral black coronal hands not ex- 
tending to forehead 

6 ,M . Lateral black coronal hands extend- 
ing to base of bill 

b f . Lateral bands on crown ashy; median 
hand ill-defined. 

c". Lateral bands pale ashy, concolorous 

with hack 

d". Lateral bands dark blackish ashy, much 
darker than hack 

b. Lower plumage not entirely yellow. 

o'. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers white. 

e". Chin grey; crown blackish 

/". Chin, throat, and upper breast grey ; 

crown chestnut 

d\ Inner webs of outer tail-feathers not 
white. 

g"» Chin, throat, and under tail-coverts 

bright yellow ; abdomen white 

h u . Whole lower plumage greyish white 
except under tail-coverts, which are 
bright yellow 


C. ({finis, p. 422. 

C. tephrocephala , p.423. 
C. burhii, p. 424. 

C. xanthoschista, p. 425. 
C. jerdoni, p. 425. 

C. poliogenys, p. 426. 

C. castaneiceps , p. 427. 

C. cantator , p. 427. 

C. fulviventris, p. 428. 


481. Cryptolopha affiuis. The Allied Flycatcher-Warbler, 

Abrornis affinis, Hodgs., Horsf. M. Cat . i, p. 341 (1854) ; Jerd. B. 

I. ii, p. 204 ; Godiv.-Aust, J. A. S . B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18 ; Hume. 

Cat. no. 576 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 226. r 

Cryptolopha affinis ( Hodgs .), Sharpe , Cat B. M. iv, p. 398 (part.). 

The Allied Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing a broad 
median band of bluish grey ; a very conspicuous white ring round 
the eye, a short indistinct black line over it, between which and 
the black coronal streak is a bluish-grey supercilium reaching to 
the nape ; entire sides of the head bluish grey ; lores yellowish 
green ; entire lower plumage bright yellow ; the whole upper 
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plumage and the edges to the wings and tail olive-green ; the 
greater coverts tipped with yellowish white, and the two outer 
pairs of tail-feathers largely white on the inner webs. 



Fig. 132. — Bill of C. affinis. 

Length rather more than 4; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus -7 ; bill 
from gape *55. 

Distribution. Occurs in Sikhim, and probably in Nepal, in the 
Khdsi and Naga hills, and in Manipur. 


432. Cryptolopha tephrocephala. Anderson’s Flycatcher - Warbler. 

Culicipeta tephrocephalus, Anders. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 213 ; Hume , S. 

F. iii, p. 140 ; Blyth # Wald. Birds Burm. p. 107 ; Anders. 

Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 626, pi. SO. 

Cryptolopha tephrocephalus (Anders.), Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, p. 358; 

Hume f Cat. no. 569 bis ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 223 ; id. B. B. i, p. 271. 

Cryptolopha affinis (Hodgs.), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398 (part.). 

Coloration. Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing a 
broad medi m band of bluish grey ; a very conspicuous ring 
round the eye yellow ; lores, cheeks, and lower part of the ear- 
coverts yellowish green sullied with brown ; the upper part of the 
ear-coverts and a broad supercilium adjoining the black coronal 
streak bluish grey; the whole lower plumage bright yellow; 
the upper plumage olive, and the edges of all the wing-feathers 
and tail olive-green, the greater coverts tipped yellowish white ; 
the two outer pairs of tail-feathers largely white on the inner 
webs. 

Upper mandible brown, lower one yellow ; mouth yellow ; legs 
yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour. 

Length about 4*3; tail 1*8; wing 2*2; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *65. 

This species differs from Q. affinis in having a conspicuously 
larger bill, a ring of yellow instead of white round the eye, and 
the sides of the head yellowish instead of bluish grey. 

Distribution . Throughout Pegu, Karennee, and the northern and 
central portions of Tenasserim, where it is probably a resident; 
species. Blyth records the allied C. burkii from Arrakan, but it 
is more likely to be the present species which occurs there. It 
extends into China. 
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433, Cryptolopha burkii. The Black-browed Flycatcher- Warbler, 

Sylvia burkii, Burton , P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 153. 

Culicipeta burlrii (Burton), Blyth, Cat. p. 183 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, 
p. 341 ; Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 199 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, 
p. 47 ; McMaster, J. A. 8. B . xl, pt. ii, p. 212 ; Stanford, J. A. 8. 
B. xli, pt. ii, p. 54. 

CryptolopKa burkii ( Burton Y Hume , Cat. no. 569 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. 
M. iv, p. 395 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 224. 

The Black-browed Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Two broad black bands, one on either side of the 
crown, reaching to the base of the bill, and enclosing an olive-green 
stripe ; sides of the head up to the black coronal band yellow tinged 
with olive ; a conspicuous yellow ring round the eye ; the whole 
lower plumage bright yellow ; the whole upper plumage olive- 
green ; wings, coverts, and tail brown, edged with olive-green, the 
greater coverts also tipped with yellow ; the two outer pairs of 
tail-feathers white on the inner webs, the third pair occasionally 
with some white. 

Upper mandible deep brown ; lower mandible pale yellowish 
brown ; legs and feet pale brownish yellow ; iris hazel (Hume). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from the valley of the 
Sutlej river to Bhutan, and along the Assam valley to Dibrugarh. 
This species also occurs in the Kh4si hills, Sylhet, Cachar, and 
Manipur. Blyth records it from Arrakan, but he may have 
mistaken for it C. tephrocephcila, which at that time had not been 
discriminated. 

I cannot find any specimen of this species from the plains of 
India, but Blyth states that it is common near Calcutta in the 
cold season, and McMaster records it from Kamptee in the Central 
Provinces and Chikalda in Berar. 

The next two species have been confounded by almost all writers 
except Hume and Brooks. The larger and paler form is the species 
to which Hodgson, judging by his types which are still in the 
British Museum, gave the name of xanthoschistus . It is also the 
species to which Blyth applied the name of albosuperdliaris. 

The smaller and darker form was without a distinctive term till 
Brooks applied to it the name of jerdoni . It is also found in 
Nepal, and is the bird referred to by Scully (Z. c.) as Abromis 
xanthoschistus. Some of his specimens are in the British Museum, 
and I have been able to examine them * 

There is an extraordinarily fine series of both species in the 


* Scully may have procured both species in Nepal, and, judging from the 
large average measurements of his seventeen specimens, he probably did. But 
the birds 'which are now deposited in the British Museum as having been pro- 
cured by him in Nepal are undoubtedly all C. jerdoni. He himself identifies 
them with the lower figure in * Lahore to Yarkand/ which is the small dark 
form, C. jerdoni. 
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British. Museum now, and the geographical distribution of each 
can be traced with ease. I understand Brooks to say (Z. c.) that 
there are three species of this type of Cryptolopha, but I am unable 
to distinguish more than two from the series X have examined. 

Both species are figured in 6 Lahore to Yarkand/ The upper 
figure named A. ccanthoschistus is rightly so called. The lower 
figure named A. albosuperd liar is should be G.jerdoni. 


434. Cryptolopha xanthoschista. Hodgson's Grey-headed 
Flycatcher-Warbler, 

Phyllopneuste xanthoschistos, Hodgs . in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 
(1844, descr. nulla) ; Gray, Cat . Mamm . 8fc. Nepal, p. 151 (1846). 

Abrornis alb osup er ciliari s, Blyth , Jerd . B. I. ii,p. 202 (1863) ; Hume , 
N.fy B. p. 371 ; Brooks , S. F. iii, p. 245 ; Hume, Cat. no. 673. 

Abrornis xanthoschistus (Hodgs. ), Hume Render's. Zah. to Yark. 
p. 220, pi. xx, fig. 1. 

Cryptolopha xanthoschista (Hodgs.'), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398 
(part.) ; Oates in Hume's N. fy H 2nd ed. i, p. 270. 

The White-broived Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, mantle, and back pale ashy 
brown, with merely a trace of a paler mesial coronal band ; scapu- 
lars, rump, and upper tail-coverts yellowish green ; wings and tail 
brown, with margins of yellowish green, the two outer pairs of 
tail-feathers white on the inner web ; a white supercilium from 
the nostrils to the nape ; lores and behind the eye dark brown ; 
edges of the eyelids white ; sides of the head and or the neck ashy- 
brown ; the whole lower plumage bright yellow. 

Upper mandible brownish black ; lower one horny yellow ; iris 
blackish brown ; tarsus plumbeous ; toes brownish ; soles yellow ; 
claws dusky (Scully). 

Length about 4*3; tail 1*8; wing 2*3; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution. Found throughout the Himalayas from Nepal to 
Hazara and Kashmir. This bird is also found at the foot of the 
hills, at Saharanpur for instance, and is probably a resident in 
all parts of its range. 

Habits , 6fc. The breeding-season is from March to May. C. 
xanthoschista makes a large globular nest of moss, grass, hair, and 
wool on a grassy bank at the foot of some small bush, and lays 
four white eggs which measure *63 by *5. 

435. Cryptolopha jerdoni, Brooks's Grey-headed Flycatcher- 

Warbler. 

. Abrornis xanthoschistos (Hodgs.), apudJerd. B. I. ii, p. 202 ; Hume, , 
N. fy B. p. 370; Hume, Cat . no. 572 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 309; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 225. 

Abrornis jerdoni, Brooks, Proc. A . S. B. 1871, p. 248 ; Hume, Cat , 
no. 572 bis. 
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Abrornis albosuperciliaris, Blyth , apud Hume 8f Henders. Lah . to 
Yark. pi. xx, fig. 2. 

Cryptolopha xanthoschista (. Hodgs .), Sharpe, Cat B . M. iv, p. 398 
(part.) ; Oates, B. JB. i, p. 272. 

Cryptolopha jeraoni (Brooks), Oates in Hume's JV. fy E. 2nd ed. i. 
p. 271. 

The Grey-headed Warble* Jerd. 

Coloration. Kesembles 0. „ ranthoschista . Differs in being much 
smaller ; in having the forehead, crown, and nape dark blackish 
ashy, with a fairly distinct mesial coronal band of a lighter colour, 
and the mantle and back ashy brown. 

Iris bright wood-brown, bill above horny brown; below yellow; 
legs plumbeous (Cripps). 

Length about 4 ; tail 1*6; wing 2; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *5. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Nepal to the head 
of the Assam valley. This Warbler has also been found in the 
Kh&si hills and Manipur, and, according to Blyth, in Arrakan. 

Habits , Sfo. In Sikhim this species, according to Gammie, makes 
a domed nest of moss, lined with thistle-down, on the ground in 
May. The nest he found contained four white eggs measuring 
•55 by *47. 


436. Cryptolopha poliogenys. The Grey-cheeked Flycatcher- 

Warbler . 

Culicipeta poliogenys, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 441 (1847). 

Abrornis poliogenys (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 183 ; Horsf. § M . Cat. 
i, p. 340 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 203 ; Godw-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 107; Hume, Cat. no. 575; Hume fy Cripps , S. F. xi, 

p. 226. 

Cryptolopha poliogenys (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 403; 
bates m Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. i, p. 272. 

The Grey-cheeked Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Borehead, crown, and nape dark blackish slaty, with 
only an obsolete indication of a paler median coronal band ; a con- 
spicuous white ring round the eye ; sides of the head dark grey 
mottled with blackish ashy; chin and cheeks pale grey; whole 
lower plumage bright yellow ; back, scapulars, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts olive-green ; wings, coverts, and tail brown edged with 
olive-green ; the greater coverts tipped with yellowish white, the 
three outer pairs of tail-feathers nearly entirely white on the inner 
webs. 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*9; wing 2*2; tarsus *7; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution. Sikhim ; Dibrugarh in Assam, where this species is 
pretty common, and Cherra Poonjee in the KMsi hills. Hodgson’s 
specimens in the British Museum were probably obtained in Sik- 
him and not in Nepal. He does not figure this bird. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim in May. 
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437. Cryptolopha castaneiceps. The Chestnut-headed 
Flycatcher - Warbler. 

Abromis castaneoceps, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844) ; 
Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc . Nepal, pp. 66, 152 (1846) ; Jerd. B. I. ii, 
p. 205 ; Blanf. J \ A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 54 ; Hume, N. ty E. p. 372 ; 
Godw.-Aust. J. A . 8. B . xliii, pt. ii, p. 168, xlv, pt. ii, p. 80 ; 
Hmne, Cat. no. 578; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 310; Hume , 8. F. 
xi, p. 227. 

Reguloides castaneiceps (Hodgs.) f Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 344. 

Cryptolopha castaneiceps {Hodgs.), Sharpe , Cat . B. M. iv, p. 404 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. $• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 272. 

The Chestnut-headed Warbler, J erd. 

Coloration. Forehead and crown bright chestnut, terminated on 
the nape by two black patches separated from each other by a white 
patch ; a second patch of white outside each black one ; a white 
ring round the eye ; lores, sides of head, neck, and mantle slaty 
blue ; chin, throat, and upper breast pale grey ; middle of abdomen 
white ; sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; 
back and scapulars olive-green ; rump bright yellow ; wings, coverts, 
and tail dark brown edged with olive-green, the median and 
greater coverts broadly tipped yellow, the two outer pairs of tail- 
feathers white on the inner webs. 

The young bird has the crown paler chestnut. 

Upper mandible brownish black ; lower mandible buff-horny or 
orange ; iris dark brown ; feet dingy brownish, the soles greenish 
yellow ; claws dusky {Scully). 

Length about 4; tail 1*7; wing 2; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape *45. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim. Godwin-Austen also observed 
this bird in the Daphla hills, in the Naga hills, and in Manipur, 
and 1 have seen specimens which vere procured at Shillong. 

Habits , dfc. According to Hodgson this species breeds in Nepal 
from April to June, constructing a large oval nest of moss and 
roots on the ground. He does not describe the eggs. 


438. Cryptolopha cantator. TicTcelVs Flycatcher-Warbler. 

Motacilla cantator, Tick. J. A. 8. B. ii, p. 576 (1833). 

Abromis cantator {Tick.), Blyth, Cat. p. 183; Horsf. ty M. Cat. i, 
p. 338 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 370 ; id. Cat. no. 670 ; id. 8. F. xi, 
p. 225. 

Culicipeta cantator {Tick.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 200. 

Abrornis chrysea, Wald, in Blyth, B. Burm. p. 106 ; Hume, S. F. v, 
p. 55 ; Hume fy Dan. 8. F. vi, p. 359 ; Hume, Cat . no. 576 bis. 

Cryptolopha cantatrix, Tick., Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 397. 

Cryptolopha cantator (Tick.), Oates , B. B. i, p. 270; id. in Hume's 
N. <$• E 2nd ed. i, p. 272. 

The Lesser Black-browed Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing an olive- 
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yellow median coronal band ; lores, a distinct supercilium, cheeks, 
ear-coverts, sides o£ neck, throat, and breast bright yellow ; middle 
of the abdomen white, sides of the body pale grey ; vent and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow ; upper plumage olive-yellow ; wings 
dark brown edged exteriorly with olive-yellow ; wing-coverts olive- 
yellow, the greater series tipped with yellow ; tail brown, the 
feathers edged with olive-yellow externally, and near the tip inter- 
nally with pale yellow except on the two median pairs. 

Maxilla brown ; mandible pale straw-colour ( Wardlaw Ramsay); 
legs fleshy-yellow ; iris hazel (Jerdon). 

Length about 4; tail 1*8; wing 2*2; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape *55. 

Distribution . Found from Sikhim to Assam ; also in Manipur 
and in the Karen hills to the east of Toungngoo. It is said to occur 
in Central India, and to be rare in Lower Bengal, but I have seen 
no specimen from the plains of India. 

Halits , Sfc. It is doubtful whether the nest and egg said to 
belong to this species, and described in ‘Nests and Eggs/ did really 
belong to it, and consequently I shall not describe them. 

439. Cryptolopha fulviventris. Austen’s Flycatcher-Warbler. 

Begnloides fulvoventer, Godw.-Aust . J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 167 ; 

Hume } 8. F. iii, p. 398; id. Cat. no. 564 ter. 

Coloration. A broad supercilium and a still broader coronal band 
greenish yellow ; the interspaces blackish brown ; lores yellowish ; 
nape greenish ashy ; back, rump, scapulars, and wing-coverts ashy 
grey, the greater coverts tipped with white ; quills dark brown, 
the basal half of the outer webs edged with ashy, the terminal half 
with greenish yellow ; upper tail-coverts bright green ; tail greenish 
yellow, the inner webs edged with bright yellow as seen from below ; 
sides of the head ashy and yellow mingled; chin tinged with yel- 
lowish; lower plumage greyish white; under tail-coverts very 
bright yellow ; axillaries and under wing-coverts greyish white. 

Bill above dark brown, below orange; legs and feet grey 
( Godwin- Austen). 

Length about 4; tail 1*4; wing 2*1; tarsus *7; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution. This well-marked and perfectly distinct species was 
discovered by Godwin- Austen in the low country of the Dhansiri in 
Assam. The description is taken from the type, which is a well- 
carbolized specimen. 


Genus ABRORNIS, Hodgs., 1844. 

It is convenient to retain Hodgson’s generic name Abrornis for 
the Flycatcher-Warblers with ten tail-feathers, inasmuch as he 
included one of these birds in it, when first introducing the name. 
Hodgson did not apparently fix on any type for the genus, but 
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this course was not unusual in his day, and we may therefore, I 
think, retain the genus ; and in so doing 1 shall make Abrornis 
schisticeps the type. 

Abrornis resembles Cryptolopha in everything except the tail, 
which has ten feathers instead of twelve. It contains four Indian 
species. Abrornis lays spotted eggs, whereas Cryptolopha lays 
pure white eggs, and it is very remarkable that a difference in 
the number of tail-feathers should be accompanied by so marked a 
difference in the colour of the eggs. 

Key to the Species . 

a. Back and scapulars greenish or yellowish. 

a\ Chin and throat white A . superciliaris, p. 429. 

b’. Chin and throat bright yellow A. schisticeps, p. 430. 

c' . Chin and throat white, but with the bases 
of the feathers black, both colours exhi- 
bited in equal quantities A. albigulans, p. 430. 

b. Back and scapulars ashy grey A.Jldvigularis, p. 431. 

440. Abrornis superciliaris. The Yellow-bellied Flycatcher- 

Warbler. 

Abrornis superciliaris, Tick. J. A . S. B. xxviii, p. 414 (1859) ; JBlanf. 
*71 A. S. B. 2 d, pt. ii, p. 164; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 140; Hume fy Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 359 ; Anders. Yunnan Fxped ., Axes, p. 626 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 574 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 188 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 226 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 273. 

Abrornis albigulans, Jerd. 8f Blyth, B. Z. S. 1861, p. 200. 

Abrornis fiaviventris, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 203 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. 
xliii, pt. ii, p. 168. 

Abrornis griseilions, G. R. Gray , Hume, Cat. no. 577 bis. 

Cryptolopha superciliaris (Tick.'). Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 402: 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 273. 

The YeUoxo-bellied Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Forehead and crown, as far back as the eyes, grey ; 
remainder of the upper plumage oil-yellow ; a distinct white super- 
cilium from the bill to the nape ; lores and behind the eye brown ; 
cheeks and ear-coverts mingled grey and white ; chin, throat, and 
upper breast white ; remainder of lower plumage bright yellow ; 
wings black edged with olive-green ; coverts pale brown edged 
with olive-green; tail brown, edged exteriorly with olive-brown 
and interiorly with pale rufous. 

Bill horn-colour, plumbeous at the base of the lower mandible ; 
mouth yellow ; eyelids grey ; iris dark brown ; legs and claws 
yellow. 

Length rather more than 4 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus % 7 5 ; 
bill from gape '55. 

Specimens from the Salween in Burma have the whole crown grey. 

Distribution. From Sikhim down to Tenasserim, but nowhere 
common. This bird has been recorded from the G4ro hills; 
Tippuk in the Dibrugarh district ; the eastern hills of Manipur ; 
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Bhamo ; the Pegu bills ; the Toungngoo hills ; Karennee ; the 
better-wooded portions o£ the plains of Pegu ; the Yonzaleen, 
Salween, and Thoungyeen rivers, and Mergui. In the British 
Museum there is a specimen from Singapore labelled Bumesia 
flaviventris , to which bird the present species has a great resem- 
blance in everything except the shape of the bill. 

Habits , tyc. Bingham found the nest in Tenasserim in March in 
a hole in a bamboo. The nest was made of fibres, and the eggs, 
three in number, were white speckled with pinkish claret-colour. 
They measured *58 by *43. Q-ammie found a similar nest in Sik- 
him in June, also with three eggs. 

441. Abrornis schisticeps. The Black-faced Flycatcher- 

Warbler . 

Culipeta schisticeps, Hodgs., Gray , Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal , pp. 67, 
153 (1846). 

Abrornis schisticeps (Hodge.), Blyth, Cat. p. 183 ; Horef. fy M. Cat . 
i, p. 339; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 201 ; Hume, Cat. no. 571 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 274. 

Abrornis melanops, Jerd. Sr Blyth, P. Z. 3. 1861 , p. 200. 

Cryptolopha schisticeps ( Hodgs .), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 400. 

The Black-eared Warbler , Jerd. 

Coloration . Porehead and a broad supercilium bright yellow; 
crown, nape, upper back, ear-coverts, and sides of the neck slaty 
blue ; lores, cheeks, and round the eye black ; chin, throat, breast, 
and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; abdomen and vent white ; 
upper plumage and edges of the wing- and tail-feathers olive-green ; 
the two outer pairs of tail-feathers dull white on the inner webs ; 
no spots on the greater coverts. 

Length about 4 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 1 *9 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *4. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Garhwal to Sikhim at mode- 
rate elevations. 

Habits, Sfc . Breeds in Sikhim at the end of May, making a small 
nest of bamboo-leaves in a hole of a tree and iaying five eggs. 
They are pinkish white, mottled and streaked with red, with a 
tendency to form a zone at the larger end. They measure *57 
by *42. 

442. Abrornis albigularis. The White-throated Flycatcher- 

Warbler ■. 

Abrornis albogularis, Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 106 ; Horsf. 
8f M. Cat . i, p. 340 ; Jerd. B. I ‘ ii, p. 204 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. 
xxx ix, pt. ii, p. 271 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 164; Hume, 
Cat. no. 57/ ; id. 8. F. xi, p, 226 ; Oates in Hume’s N. E, 2nd 
ed. i, p. 275. 

Abrornis albiventris, Jerd. Sr Blyth, P. Z. 8. 1861, p. 199. 

Cryptolopha albigularis, Hodgs., Sharpe, Cat B. M. iv, p. 405. 

The White-throated Warbler, Jerd. 
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Coloration . Lores and the sides of the head pale chestnut; fore- 
head, crown, and nape pale rufous ; a broad black supercilium to 
the nape; upper plumage and wing-coverts' olive-green; rump 
yellowish white ; wings and tail dark brown edged with olive- 
green : chin and throat white, the feathers being black with white 
margins, and the black showing up when the feathers are disar- 
ranged ; a band of bright yellow across the breast ; under tail- 
coverts pale yellow : remainder of the lower plumage white. 

Length about 3*5; tail 1*5; wing 1*75; tarsus *6; bill from 
gape *4. 

Distribution . Nepal and Sikhim, extending to the Graro hills and 
to the Eastern hills of Manipur, where this bird has been found at 
5000 feet elevation. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds in Sikhim in July. Mandelli found in the 
cavity of a truncated bamboo about 4 feet from the ground a nest 
composed of bamboo-leaves and grass, and containing four eggs, 
which were pinky white, freckled and mottled with deep red. They 
measured *56 by *43. 


443. Abrornis flavigularis. The Yellow-throated Flycatcher - 

Warbler . 

" Abrornis flavigularis, Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44 (1877), 
xlvii, pt: ii, p. 19 (1878) ; Hume, 8 F. vii, p. 147 ; id. Cat. no. 572 
ter. 

Cryptolopha flavigularis (Godw.-Aust.) } Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, Add. 
p. 474. 

Coloration. Sorehead, crown, and nape dark ashy brown ; lores 
blackish ; a streak over the lores and eyes, continued to the nape, 
white, but very indistinct behind the eye ; upper plumage ashy 
grey ; wings dark brown edged with ashy olive ; sides of the head 
mixed ashy and white ; chin and upper throat bright yellow ; re- 
mainder of lower plumage greyish white ; edge of wing yellowish ; 
the two outer tail-feathers brown on the outer web, white on the 
inner ; the next pair brown, narrowly edged on the inner web with 
■white ; the other two pairs ashy brown. 

Bill in the dry state dark brown above, yellow below; legs 
brown. 

Length about 4 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 1*9 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution. Known only from Sadiya in Upper Assam, where 
the type was obtained by Mr. Ogle. 


Genus TICKELLIA, Jerd. & Blyth, 1861. 

This genus, containing only one species, differs from Abrornis in 
having a much larger and blunter bill. 
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444. Tickellia hodgsoni. The Broad-billecl Flycatcher-Warbler . 

Abrornis hodgsoni, Moore in JTorsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 412 (1854). 
Tickellia hodgsoni (Moore), Jerd. Blytk , P. Z. S. 1861, p. 199 ; 

Jerd. B. I. li, p. 206 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 164 j Hume, 
Cat. no. 579. 

Cryptolopha hodgsoni (Moore), Sharpe , Cat , B. M. iv, p. 406. 

The Broad-billed Warbler , Jerd. 



Fig. 133. — Bill of 1. hodysoni. 

Coloration. Forehead and crown dark chestnut ; upper plumage 
olive-green tinged with yellow on the rump ; wing-coverts, quills, 
and tail dark brown edged with olive-green ; the two outer pairs 
of tail-feathers white on the inner web ; a pale grey supercilium ; 
lores and sides of the head dark ashy ; chin, throat, and breast 
grey ; remainder of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Bill horny, yellowish at base beneath ; legs yellowish (Jerdon). 

Length about 4 ; tail 1*8 ; wing l*o ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*55. 

Distribution. Sikhim. Hodgson procured this species in Sikhim 
only, and not in Nepal, where there is no evidence of its occurrence. 


Genus SCOTOCERCA, Sundev., 1 872. 

The genus Scotocerca contains two species resembling each other 
closely, one of which is found in India and westward to Arabia, 
and one in Africa. 

The spring moult of S. inquieta , if any, is probably only a very 
partial one ; at all events it is unaccompanied by any change of 
colour or structure in the tail. The position of this genus among 
the Warblers requires confirmation. 

In Scotocerca the nostrils are overhung by long hairs, a feature 
which separates it widely from Franfclinia and Prinia , which 
genera it resembles in habits and appearance. The tail is, how- 
ever, but little longer than the wing, and moreover very slightly 
graduated. 

# The birds of this genus inhabit desert regions, especially stony 
hills, and they appear to be restless and active. 


445. Scotocerca inquieta. The Streaked Scrub- Warbler. 

Maluius incniietus, O'etzschm. in Hupp. Atlas. Vogel , p. 55, tab. 36, 
fig. 6 (1826), 
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Melizopliilus striatus, Brooks , Ibis, 1872, p. 180 ; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 200 ; Blanford , Ibis , 1874, p. 76. 

Scotocerca inquieta (Rupp.), Hume, N. fy E. p. 357 ; Blanf. East . 
Pet's, ii, p. 207, pi. xiii, fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 550 bis ; Barnes, 
S. F. ix, pp. 217, 455 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 31. vii, p. 213 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 222; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 276. 

Coloration . Upper plumage greyish brown ; the forehead, crown, 
nape, and hind neck streaked with brown; wings brown, edged 
with greyish brown ; tail very dark brown, nearly black, the outer 
feathers narrowly tipped with white ; a long supercilium from the 
nostrils to the nape, the ear-coverts and cheeks pinkish fulvous ; 
lores and behind the eve blackish; lower plumage whitish, the 
throat and breast striated with brown, and the sides of the neck 
and body suffused with pinkish fulvous. 

Legs and feet pale yellow, dusky on joints and claws ; bill dark 
brown, paler on the lower mandible (. Hume ). 

Length rather more than 4*5 ; tail 2-1 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *7 ; bill 
from gape m 5. 

Distribution . A resident in the bare stony hills which run, in 
various broken ranges, from the Khyber Pass to the sea, on the 
west of the Indus river. The species extends westwards to 
Arabia. 

Habits, Sfc. Constructs a globular nest made of fibres and coarse 
grasses, lined with finer grasses and feathers, in a bush near the 
ground. The breeding- season appears to be from February to 
April. The eggs, usually six in number, are white, spotted and 
speckled with light red, and measure *62 by -43. 


G-enus NEORNIS, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Neornis , as restricted, contains but one species, 
resembling Horomis in structure and Acanthopneuste in coloration. 
From the latter it may be recognized by its tail of ten feathers, 
and from the former by the hairs overhanging the nostrils. 

Neornis inhabits bushes and grass, and is, generally speaking, a 
mountain-bird. Like the majority of the Horornis-growp, it lays 
deep red eggs. 

446. Neornis flavolivaceus. The Aberrant Warbler. 

Neornis flavolivacea, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 590 (1845) 
Blyth, Cat . p. 144 ; Horsf. M. Cat . i, p. 324 ; Jet'd. B. I. ii, p. 188 
Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 494 ; 
Brooks, J. A . S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; Hume, Cat. no. 552 ; %d. 
S. F. xi, p. 216; Oates in Hume's N. § E. 2nd ed. i, p. 277. 

Neornis cacharensis, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 590 (1845). 

Cettia flavolivacea [Hodgs.), Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 138. 

The Aberrant Tree-Warbler, Jerd. 

Coloration. Upper plumage dull green; wings and tail dark 
VOL. i. 2 E 
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brown edged with dull green ; lores and behind the eye dusky • a 
distinct yellow superciliutn ; sides of the head mixed dusky and 
yellow; the whole lower plumage dull fulvous-yellow, suffused 
with brown on the sides of the body ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts pale yellow. 

Upper mandible brown, lower yellow; feet yellowish brown 
( Gochburn ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim 
at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet. In Hume’s list of the 
birds of Pegu (S. F. iii, p. 139) this species was doubtfully re- 
corded. The specimen I sent to Hume was a very bad one, but I 
have since identified it with Herbivocula schwarzi. Hume records 
the present species from the Khasi hills, and it is not yet known 
to occur further south. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim from May to J uly at elevations of 
from 3500 to 6000 feet, constructing a globular nest, made of 
bamboo-leaves and grass, in bushes, and laying three eggs ; these 
measure *66 by *5 ; their colour is a deep chocolate-purple. 


Genus HORORNIS, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Horornis contains seven Indian birds of dull colora- 
tion, and which are for the most part very little known. With 
one exception they are resident species on the higher hills. The 
one exception is H canturiens, which appears to be a winter 
visitor from China, and the position of which is somewhat doubtful. 
For the present I place it in this genus. 

Horornis has a bill about half as long as the head ; the rictal 
bristles are strong, and there ,are some supplementary hairs in 
front of them. There are, however, no long hairs over the 
nostrils, the shafts of the frontal feathers being merely lengthened. 
The wing is very blunt and short, the first primary being large, 
aud the second and third graduated, the fourth hardly reaching to 
the tip of the wing. The tarsus in all is very strong, and the hind 
toe and claw are especially so. The tail is about the length of the 
wing and not greatly graduated, the outer feathers being about 
four fifths the length of the tail. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Upper plumage entirely of one colour. 
a\ Upper plumage tinged with rufous. 
a”. Under wing -coverts and axillaries 
distinctly yellow. 

a 1 !'. Lower plumage yellowish; tail 

about 1*8 H. brmnescen8 } p. 435. 

b m . Lower plumage huffish; tail about 

2*1 H. fortipes, p. 435. 
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b Under wing-coverts and axillaries 
ochraceous brown like the lower plu- 
mage H. albiventris , p. 436. 

b'. Upper plumage tinged with olivaceous. 
c". Flanks and under tail-coverts fulvous. . H. pallidus , p. 436. 
d ", Flanks and under tail-coverts pale 

brown FT. pallidipes, p. 437. 

b . Crown differently coloured from remainder 
of upper plumage. 

c\ Crown of head bright chestnut-brown; 

wing about 2*4 H. major, p. 438. 

d\ Crown of head merely tinged with rufous ; 

wing about 3 JET. canturiens , p. 438. 


447. Horomis brunnescens. Bume’s Bush-Warbler . 

Horeites brunnescens, Hume , Ibis, 1872, p. 109 ; id. 8.F. iii, p. 410> 
iv, p. 497 ; id. Cat. no. 527 ter. 

Horomis brunnescens {Hume), Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 380. 

Cettia fortipes (Hodge.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 136 (part.). 

Coloration . Upper plumage bright rufous-brown ; the edges of 
the wings and tail brighter ; loftes and behind the eye dark brown ; 
a very distinct pale buff supercilium ; lower plumage pale buff, 
turning to yellow on the lower part of the abdomen and the sides 
of the body ; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale yellow. 

In the dry skin the bill is dark brown, with the base of the 
lower mandible pale; legs fleshy brown. 

Length about 4; tail 1*8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *5. 
Among Hodgson’s birds in the British Museum are three speci- 
mens of this species, but bearing the same number as H. fortipes , 
viz. 928. 

Distribution. Sikhim and probably Nepal. 

448. Horomis fortipes. The Strong-footed Bush- Warbler . 

Horornis fortipes, Hodgs. P. Z. 8 . 1845, p. 31 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p, 162 5 
Brooks . 8. F. viii, p. 475, x, p. 170 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E* 
2nd ed. i, p. 279. 

Drymoica brevicaudata, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 459 (1847). 
Neornis (Horornis) assimilis, Cray, Cat Mamm. etc. Nepal, ed. 2, 
p. 30 (1863). 

Neornis assimilis {Hodgs.), Blyth, Ibis , 1867, p. 22 ; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A. 8. B. xJiii, pt. ii, p. 167 ; Wald, in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 105 ; 
Hume Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 351 ; Hume , Cat. no. 552 his ; id. 8. F. 
xi, p. 217. 

Dumeticola fortipes {Hodgs.), Hume , N. $ E. p. 329. 

Neornis flavolivacea (Hodgs.), Hume, N. fy E. p. 360. 

Neornis brevicaudatus (Blyth), Anders. Yunnan Exped ., Aves, 
p. 623. 

Schcenicola fortipes (Hodgs.), Hume, Cat. no. 526; id. 8. F. xi, 

p. 206. 

Cettia fortipes (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 136. 

Horeites fortipes (Hodgs.), Oates , B. B. i, p. 121. 

The Strong-footed Hill- Warbler, J erd. 


2jt2 
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Coloration . The whole upper plumage olive-brown tinged with 
rufous ; wings and tail dark brown, edged with rufous ; an in- 
distinct eye-streak brownish yellow ; lores and behind the eye dark 



Figs. 134, 135.— Head and wing of H. fortipes. 


brown ; sides of the head and the lower plumage huffish brown, 
paler along the middle of the latter ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts pale yellow. 

Bill pale brown ; iris hazel ; legs wood-brown ( Coekburn ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution . Nepal, Sikhim, the Bhutan Doars, and Upper 
Assam, extending across the valley to the Khasi and Naga hills, 
and further south to the hills east of Bhamo and to Karennee. 

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Nepal and Sikhim from May to July, con- 
structing a cup-shaped nest, composed of grass and lined with 
feathers, in low brushwood. The eggs, four in number, are a 
uniform chocolate-colour, and measure *67 by *51. 

449. Horomis albiventris. The White-bellied Bush-Warbler. 

Niornis albiventer, Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p.199 (1876) ; 

Hume, 8. F. v, p. 55 ; id. Cat. no. 552 ter ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 217. 

Coloration . The whole upper plumage uniform umber-brown 
tinged with rufous, as are also the visible portions of the wings and 
tail; a short supercilium and the feathers round the eye grey; 
ear-coverts umber-brown ; chin dull white, each feather tipped with 
brown ; throat purer white, with a subterminal dusky speck on 
each feather ; middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder of the 
lower plumage, axillaries, and under wing-coverts rich ochraceous 
brown. 

Bill horny-brown above, pale beneath. 

Length nearly 5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *85 ; middle toe 
and claw *8. 

Distribution . This well-marked form occurs in the Manipur 
valley, where the type-specimen was procured at Sengmai by Mr. 
W. Robert. 

450. Horornis pallidus. The Bale Bush - Warbler. 

Horeites pallidus, Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 78 (1872) ; Hume , 
H. fy'JS. p. 330; id. Cat. no. 527 bis ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 206. 

Horomis pallidus (Brooks). Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 241 ; Oates in Hume’s 
N. §* K 2nd ed. i, p. 280. 
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Coloration . Upper plumage dull olive-brown, brighter and 
tinged with rufous on the margins of the wing- and tail-feathers ; 
lores and behind the eye dark brown ; a distinct superciiium pale 
buff: ; sides of the head mixed brown and grey ; lower plumage 
greyish white ; the sides of the body, vent, and under tail-coverts 
fulvous. 

Iris hazel-brown ; bill light brown ; lower mandible paler except 
the tip ; legs, toes, and claws light fleshy-brown {Brooks). 

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 2 - 2 ; wing 2-2 • tarsus *9 ; 
bill from gape *5. 

Distribution . Throughout Kashmir and Hazara, and extending 
along the Himalayas as far as the Bhagirathi valley, G-arhwal. 
Hume records this species from Shillong, but probably by an over- 
sight, for this is a most unlikely locality, and the statement is not 
supported by any specimen in the Hume Collection. 

Habits , Sfc. Brooks states that this bird’s song is a strange pro- 
longed whistle with a sudden turn at the end, the second strain con- 
sisting of five or six notes in a different key ; after a short silence 
the long whistle is begun again. He describes a nest which he 
found in Kashmir in May as being globular and composed of coarse 
dry grass, lined profusely with feathers; it was placed on a 
sloping bank. An egg it contained was a dull purple-brown, and 
measured -64 by -49. 

451. Horornis pallidipes. Blanf ortfs Bush - Warbler. 

Phylloscopus pallidipes, Blanf. J. A . 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 162, pi. vii, 
fig. 1 (1872) ; Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246. 

Horeites sericea, Wald, in Blyth , Birds Burm. p. 119 (1875) ; Tweedd. 
Ibis , 1877, p. 487 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 57. 

Horeites pallidipes {Blanf. ), Hume fy Dav . 8. F. yi, p. 344 ; Hume, 
Cat . no. 527 quat. j Oates, B. B . i. p. 122. 

Cettia pallidipes {Blanf.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 139. 

Horornis pallidipes {Blanf.), Oates in Hume's N. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 281. 

Coloration . The whole upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with 
rufous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail dark 
brown, edged with olive-brown ; lores and behind the eye dark 
brown; a distinct greyish-white superciiium; lower plumage whitish, 
suffused with brown on the sides of the neck, breast, body, and 
under tail-coverts. 

Iris dull brown; bill yellow; legs fleshy-white {Wardlaw 
Bamsay ). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . Sikhim and the Bhutan Doars, extending to the 
hill-ranges east of Toungngoo and to the Salween valley in Tenas- 
serim. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, laying four eggs 
in a cup-shaped nest made of grass, and built on the ground. The 
eggs do not appear to be known. 
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452. Horornis major. The Lanje Bush- Warbler. 

Iloroites major, Jlxh/s. , Moore, 1\ A. 8. 1854, p. 105 ; J Torsf.&M. 
Cat , i, p. 52; J ; Jenl. ft. I, ii, p. 104 ; ftlauf. J. A 8. B. xli, pt. ii* 
p. 101 ; Hume, X. R p. «:Jl ; id. Out. no. 520. ’ 

Cettia major (Ilodt/sX A Whohm, Cat. ft. M. v, p. 145, pi. vii. 

Horornis major { Iltuhjs. ) t Oates in /fa me' a N. $ IS. 2nd ed. i, p. 281. 

The lart/e Hill- Warbler, .lord. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut-brown; upper 
plumage and visible portions of wings and tail olive-brown; the 
two latter parts tinged with rufous ; lores and behind the eye 
blackish; a pale rufous supereilium ; ear-coverts rufous-ashy; 
chin, throat, and breast greyish white ; centre of abdomen whitish ; 
sides of the body, vent, thighs, and under tail-coverts dullochra- 
eeo us- brown. 

In the dry state, the upper mandible and tip of the lower are 
dark brown*, the remainder of the bill yellowish; legs fleshy 
brown. 

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*4 ; tarsus *0 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . Nepal and Mikhim. 

Habits , 3>c. "Breeds in Sikhim at high altitudes in July, con- 
structing a cup-shaped nest, composed of fern-roots, hair, wool, 
moss, &c.. in a low bush. 

The eggs, which appear to be three in number, are, unlike those 
of most species of Horornis , of a white colour, sprinkled over the 
larger half of the egg with minute specks of brownish red. They 
measure *7 by *54. 


458. Horornis canturiens. The Chinese Bush-Warbler. 

Arundinax eanturians, Sioinhoe 1 Ibis , 18G0, p. 52. 

Cettia canturiens (Swinh.), Seebohm, Cat. ft. M. v, p. 141. 

Homochlamys canturiens (JSwinh.) 7 Hume , 8. 2*\ xi, p. 202. 

Coloration. In winter the whole upper plumage and the visible 
portions of the wings and tail are russet-brown, brightest on the 
head ; sides of the neck browner ; lores and a band behind the eye 
dusky; a broad, but not very distinct, supereilium buffi sh white; 
ear-coverts mixed rufous and whitish ; chin, throat, and middle of 
abdomen white; breast, sides of the body, and the under tadl- 
coverts buff; thighs greyish brown. In summer the upper plumage 
is olive-brown, and the lower is paler ; but there is considerable 
variation in these respects. 

Bill wood-brown, with the edge of the upper and the whole of 
the lower ^ mandible pale flesh-colour; inside of mouth chrome- 
yellow ; iris hazel ; legs pale brownish flesh-colour ; claws wood- 
brown, paling on the soles ( Swinhoe ). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . A single specimen of this species, as recorded by 



PHYLLERGATES. 


439 


Hume, was obtained at Lakhipur in Cachar. This specimen, now 
in the Hume Collection, is identical with Chinese birds. The 
proper habitat of the species is China. 

Genus PHYLLERGATES, Sharpe, 1883. 

The genus Phyllergates contains one species, which all Indian 
writers have hitherto placed with Orthotomus . Sharpe has sepa- 
rated the present genus from Orthotomus on account of its 
differently-shaped tail and bill, but he has kept it in the section of 
the Cisticolce with 12 tail-feathers. This is of course wrong, as 
Phyllergates has only ten rectrices. 

This genus differs from Orthotomus in so many characters t ha t 
there is some doubt whether it is as closely allied to that generic 
type as it is to Abrornis and TicJcellia, with which two genera it has 
many characters in common, such as the broad blunt bill and the 
slightly graduated tail of 10 feathers. It is, moreover, so similar 
to T. hodgsoni in coloration that at first sight they appear inseparable. 
Jer don’s account of the nest of P. coronatus is very likely to be 
wrong, as he did not find it himself nor did he pay any great 
attention to nidification, and I should not be surprised to learn 
hereafter that the Golden-headed Warbler, like Abrornis, con- 
structed its nest in a hole of a tree. 

In this genus the spring moult appears to have no effect on the 
colour of the plumage, and certainly none on the shape and 
length of the tail. 

454. Phyllergates coronatus. The Golden-headed Warbler . 

Orthotomus coronatus, Jerd. Blyth , P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200 ; Jerd. B. 
I. ii, p. 168 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A . . 8. B. xxxix, pt. if, p. 107 ; Hume 
N. 8f JE. p. 334; Wald, in Blyth? s Birds Burm. p. 121; Sharpe. 
Ibis , 1877, p. 115; Hume <§- I)av. 8. F. vi, p. 346; Hume, Cat . 
no. 531 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 207. 

Phyllobates coronatus (Jerd. fy Blyth), Oates , B. B. i, p. 110. 

Phyllergates coronatus (Jerd. ty Blyth), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 230 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 282. 

The Golden-headed Tailor-bird , Jerd. 



Pig. 136.— Bill of P. coronatus. 

Coloration . Forehead and crown chestnut ; a short supercilium 
yellow, turning to pale grey over the ear-coverts ; lores and the 
upper part of the ear-coverts dark ashy brown ; lower part of the 
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ear-coverts silvery white ; nape, sides, and back of the neck ashy ; 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and wing-coverts yellowish green ; 
wings brown, edged with yellowish green ; tail brown, the inner 
webs of the two outer pairs of feathers white ; chin, throat, and 
breast pale ashy white ; remainder of the lower plumage bright 
yellow. 

Legs and feet yellowish fleshy ; upper mandible, tips and edges 
of lower mandibie along commissure black ; rest of bill yellowish 
fleshy ; iris brown {Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 4*5; tail 1*7; wing 1*8; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution . Sikhim and Upper Assam, in which latter province 
this species has been obtained at Dibrugarh. It has also been 
procured at Cherra Poonjee and on the Limatol range of the western 
hills of Manipur ; on the Tsankoo hills at 3000 feet near Karennee, 
and on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. 

Habits , <$fc\ A nest brought to Jerdon as that of this bird was 
similar to the ordinary nest of a Tailor-bird, but not so carefully 
made, the leaves being loosely attached and with fewer stitches. 
The eggs, two in number, were white with rusty spots. 


Genus HOREITES, Hodgs., 1845. 

This genus, which contains but one species, differs from Horornis 
in having a much more graduated tail, and the frontal feathers 
short and smooth, with no supplementary bristles in front of the 
rictus. 

It inhabits the Himalayas at great altitudes. 

455. Horeites brxumeifrons. The Rufous-capped Bush-Warbler. 

Orthotomus (Prinia) brunnifrons, Hodgs. JP. Z. S. 1845, p. 29. 
Orthotomus (Horeites) pollicaris, Hodgs. JP. Z. 8. 1845, p. 30. 
Orthotomus (Horeites) schistilatus, Hodgs. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 30. 
Horeites brunnifrons, Hodgs., Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 585 (1845) ; 
Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 323; Jerd.' B. I. ii, p. 163; Blanf.J.A . 
8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 55 ; Hume Cat. no. 527 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy 
JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 282. 

Horeites pollicaris, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 585 (1845) ; Horsf. § 
M. Cat. i, p. 322 ; Jerd, B. I. ii, p. 163 ; Hume , Cat. no. 528. 
Nivicola schistilata, Hodgs., Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 586 (1845). 
Horeites schistilatus, Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 323. 

Cettia brunneifrons (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v,p. 143. 

The Rufous-capped Hill - Warbler, Jerd. ; The Strong-clawed Hill- 
Warbler, Jerd. ; Liklikpho, Lepch, 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut-browm ; remain- 
der of upper plumage olive-brown tinged with rufous ; wings 
and tail dark brown, edged with rufous ; lores and behind the 
eye blackish ; a long distinct supercilium buffy yellow ; sides of 
the head ashy brown ; chin, tbroat, middle of breast, and abdo- 
men dull white ; sides of breast and abdomen asby grey, shading 
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off into ochraceous on the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries ashy white. 

Young birds have the crown coneolorous with the back and 
the lower plumage uniform deep ochraceous-brown, in which 
state they are Hodgson’s H. pollicaris. 

Back and outsides of tarsi and toes dusky, insides and front 
fleshy white ; claws white tinged dusky ; iris very dark brown ; 
upper mandible dull black ; gape and lower mandible to angle of 
the gonys fleshy yellow; remainder of lower mandible dusky 
brown (Hume). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 1*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution . The Himalayas at considerable altitudes, from the 
Pir Panjal in Kashmir to Sikhim. 

Habits , Sfc. Blanford observed this bird in Sikhim between 10,000 
and 12,000 feet of elevation, and noticed that its habits were similar 
to those of the Wrens ; it was seen hunting over mossy rocks and 
diving into hollows between them. The nest does not appear to 
be known, but the eggs are described as being stone-coloured, with 
a broad dense zone of dull brownish purple at the large end ; they 
measure *65 by *48. 


G-enus CETTIA, Bonap., 1838. 

The genus Gettia contains one Indian species, which differs from 
its European ally in characters sufficiently marked to constitute it 
a distinct and easily recognizable species. 

It is probably only a winter visitor to Sind, bat the evidence on 
this point is imperfect. It is at the best a bird of very limited 
migration. It frequents reeds and swampy vegetation and is a 
very great skulker. 

In this genus the bill is about half the length of the head, 
slender and pointed ; the frontal feathers are short and smooth, 
and there are no supplementary bristles or hairs in front of the 
rictus. The wing is short and rounded. The tail is very mode- 
rately graduated. 


456. Cettia orientalis. The Eastern Bush-Warbler. 

Gettia (Potamodus) orientalis, Tristra?n, Ibis , 1867, p. 79. 

Cettia sericea CNattX Hume , 8. F. i, p. 192 (1878); Bt'ooks , Ibis. 
1884, p. 237. 

Cettia cettioides, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 194 (1873). 

Cettia albiventris, Severtz. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 66, 131 (1873) ; id. 
8. F. iii, p. 424. 

Cettia scalenura, Severtz. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 66, 131 (1873) ; id. 
8. F. iii, p. 424. 

Cettia stoliczkse, Hume , 8. F. ii, p. 520 (1874), iii, p. 415 (1875). 
Cettia cetti, apud Hume , 8. F. iv, p. 41. 

Bradyptetus cetti (Marm.), Hume , Cat. no. 518 ter. 

Cettia cetti (Harm.), Seebohm , Cat . B . M. v, p. 135 (part.). 
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ear-coverts silvery white ; nape, sides, and back of the neck ashy ; 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and wing-coverts yellowish green ; 
wings brown, edged with yellowish green ; tail brown, the inner 
webs of the two outer pairs of feathers white ; chin, throat, and 
breast pale ashy white ; remainder of the lower plumage bright 
yellow. 

Legs and feet yellowish fleshy ; upper mandible, tips and edges 
of lower mandibie along commissure black ; rest of bill yellowish 
fleshy ; iris brown {Hume Sf Davison ). 

Length about 4*5; tail 1*7; wing 1"8; tarsus m 75; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution. Sikhim and Upper Assam, in which latter province 
this species has been obtained at Dibrugarh. It has also been 
procured at Oberra Poonjee and on the Limatol range of the western 
hills of Manipur ; on the Tsankoo hills at 3000 feet near Karennee, 
and on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. 

Habits , Sfc. A nest brought to Jerdon as that of this bird was 
similar to the ordinary nest of a Tailor-bird, but not so carefully 
made, the leaves being loosely attached and with fewer stitches. 
The eggs, two in number, were white with rusty spots. 


Genus HOREITES, Hodgs., 1845. 

This genus, which contains but one species, differs from Horornis 
in having a much more graduated tail, and the frontal feathers 
short and smooth, with no supplementary bristles in front of the 
rictus. 

It inhabits the Himalayas at great altitudes. 

455. Horeites brtmneifrons. The Rufous-capped Bush-Warbler. 

Orthotomus (Prinia) brunnifrons, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 29. 
Orthotomus (Horeites) pollicaris, Hodgs. JP. Z. 8. 1845, p. 30. 
Orthotomus (Horeites) schistilatus, Hodgs. P. Z. 8. 184o, p. 30. 
Horeites brunnifrons, Hodgs., Blyth , J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 586 (1845) ; 
Horsf. § M. Cat. i, p. 323; Jerd: B. I. ii,p. 163; Blanf. J.A. 
8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 55 ; Hume Cat. no. 527 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy 
E. 2nd ed. i, p. 282. 

Horeites pollicaris, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 585 (1845) ; Horsf. &r 
M. Cat. i, p. 322 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 163 ; Hume, Cat. no. 528. 
Nivicola scbistilata, Hodgs., Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 586 (1845). 
Horeites schistilatus, Ho?'sf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 323. 

Oettia brunneifrons (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat B. M. v,p. 143. 

The Rufous-capped Hill- Warbler, Jerd.; The Strong-clawed Hill- 
Warbler, Jerd. ; Lzklihpho , Lepch. 

Coloration. Porebead, crown, and nape chestnut-brown ; remain- 
der of tipper plumage olive-brown tinged with rufous ; wings 
and tail dark brown, edged with rufous ; lores and behind the 
eye blackish ; a long distinct supercilium huffy yellow ; sides of 
the head ashy brown ; chin, throat, middle of breast, and abdo- 
men dull white ; sides of breast and abdomen ashy grey, shading 
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off into ochraceous on the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries ashy white. 

Young birds have the crown concolorous with the back and 
the lower plumage uniform deep ochraceous-brown, in which 
state they are Hodgson’s H. pollicaris. 

Back and outsides o£ tarsi and toes dusky, insides and front 
fleshy white ; claws white tinged dusky ; iris very dark brown ; 
upper mandible dull black ; gape and lower mandible to angle of 
the gonys fleshy yellow; remainder of lower mandible dusky 
brown (Hume). 

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 1*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution. The Himalayas at considerable altitudes, from the 
Pir Panjal in Kashmir to Sikhim. 

Habits , Sfc. Blanford observed this bird in Sikhim between 10,000 
and 12,000 feet of elevation, and noticed that its habits were similar 
to those of the "Wrens ; it was seen hunting over mossy rocks and 
diving into hollows between them. The nest does not appear to 
be known, but the eggs are described as being stone-coloured, with 
a broad dense zone of dull brownish purple at the large end ; they 
measure *65 by *48. 


G-enus CETTIA, Bonap., 1838. 

The genus Cettia contains one Indian species, which differs from 
its European ally in characters sufficiently marked to constitute it 
a distinct and easily recognizable species. 

It is probably only a winter visitor to Sind, but the evidence on 
this point is imperfect. It is at the best a bird of very limited 
migration. It frequents reeds and swampy vegetation and is a 
very great skulker. 

In this genus the bill is about half the length of the head, 
slender and pointed ; the frontal feathers are short and smooth, 
and there are no supplementary bristles or hairs in front of the 
rictus. The wing is short and rounded. The tail is very mode- 
rately graduated. 


456. Cettia orientalis. The Eastern Bush-Warbler. 

Cettia (Potamodus) orientalis, Tristram, , Ibis , 1867, p. 79. 

Cettia sericea Hume, 8. F. i, p. 192 (1873) ; Brooks, Ibis , 

1884, p. 287. 

Cettia cettioides, Hume f 8. F. i, p. 194 (1878). 

Cettia albiventris, Severtz . Turkest . Jevotn . pp. 66, 181 (1873) ; id. 
8. F. iii, p. 424. 

Cettia scalenura, Severtz. Turkest . Jevotn. pp. 66, 181 (1873) ; id. 
8. F. iii, p. 424. 

Cettia stoliczkse, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 520 (1874), iii, p. 415 (1875). 
Cettia cetti, apud Hume , 8. F. iv, p. 41. 

Bradyptetus cetti {Marm.), Hume , Cat . no. 518 ter. 

Cettia cetti (Marm.), Seebohm , Cat. B. M. v, p. 135 (part.). 
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Coloration , Upper plumage reddish brown ; wings and tail 
edged with the same; a short supercilium and round the eye 
fulvous white ; lores dusky ; chiu, throat, breast, and abdomen 
white ; remainder of the lower plumage greyish brown ; the under 
tail-coverts tipped with whitish. 

Legs and feet brown, dark on the joints and tips of claws ; bill 
dark horny brown, paler on the lower mandible ; iris brown 
{Hume). j. 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*5 to 2*9 ; wing 2*4 to 2*9 ; tarsus *85 ; 
bill from gape *7. 

This species differs from the Cettia cetti of Europe in being con- 
spicuously paler above and in being much larger. 

Distribution. Sind only, in India. Barnes states that Hume 
obtained the bird in the mangrove-swamps of the Karachi har- 
bour, but 1 cannot find that Hume ever noted it from this locality. 
All the specimens that I have examined in his collection were 
procured at or near Larkhana, as appears from the labels attached 
to the birds. C. orientalis ranges northw ards to Turkestan, and 
westwards to Palestine. 


Genus TJEOSPHENA, Swinhoe, 1877. 

The genus Urosphena contains one Indian Warbler, instantly 
recognizable by its short tail, which is only half as long as the 
wing, and by the graduation of the tail-feathers, which causes the 
tail, when expanded, to be fan-shaped, quite as much so as in 
Cisticola. 

This Eeed-Warbler, about the habits of which very little is 
known, is a very rare visitor to Burma. 


457. Urosphena squamiceps. Swinhoe s Reed-Warbler. 

Tribura squameicepa, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 292. 

Urosphena squamiceps (Swinh.), Swinhoe , Ibis, 1877, p. 205, pi. iv ; 
Hume 8f JDav . S. F. vi, p. 343 ; Hume , Cat no. 522 ter ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 100. 

Cettia squamiceps (Swinh.), Seebobm, Cat. B, M . v, p. 142. 

Coloration, The whole upper plumage rich hair-brown tinged 
with chocolate ; the feathers of the head rounded; the outer webs 
of the quills brighter ; a distinct supercilium from the nostril to 
the nape huffy white ; lores and a streak between the supercilium 
and the ear-coverts very dark brown ; ear-coverts and cheeks 
buffy white, each feather tipped with brown ; the whole lower 
plumage pale huffish white, turning to almost pure white on the 
chin, throat, and middle of abdomen. 

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy- white ; two thirds of lower mandible 
fleshy-white ; rest of lower mandible and the upper one horny- 
brown ; iris dark brown (Hume Davison ). 

Length about 4 ; tail 1*2 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape *65. 
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Distribution . This rare Warbler has been once procured at Bank- 
as un, in the south of Tenasserim, by Davison. It is probably 
only a winter visitor to Burma. It is found in South China and 
Formosa in the winter, and in North-eastern Asia in the summer. 
Nothing is known of its habits. 


G-enus SUYA, Hodgs., 1836. 

The genus Suya comprises four Indian species, which are chiefly 
found on the hills and more rarely in the plains. They have 
greatly developed tails, which are always twice the length of the 
wing or even longer. The spring moult is very complete, attended 
in the case of three species with a marked change of colour from 
that of the winter, and in the case of one with a conspicuous alter- 
ation in the length of the tail. One species undergoes no change 
of colour at the moults. 

The Hill- Warblers are poor fliers and are resident species. 
They frequent low brushwood, but sometimes resort to the tops of 
low trees. They are closely allied to Prinia both in appearance 
aud habits, but they have longer tails. They have two strong 
rictal bristles on each side, but no hairs in front of them ; the whole 
of the feathers of the forehead being very firm, short, and smooth. 
The tail is greatly graduated, the outer feather either reaching to 
the middle of the tail or falling short of it. 

The Hill-Warblers construct globular nests of grass in bushes 
near the ground, and lay spotted eggs. 


Key to the Species . 


a. Chin and throat white or fulvous white. 

a' . Upper plumage very distinctly streaked. 

Sides of chin and throat and the whole [p. 444. 

breast irregularly barred S. crinigera hiem., 

b n . Sides of chin and throat and the whole [p. 444. 

breast unbarred S. mnigera aestiv., 

V. Upper plumage plain or obsoletely streaked. 
c". Crown of same colour as hack. # [p. 445. 

a TU . Upper plumage olive-brown S. atrigularis hiem,. 

Upper plumage ferruginous-brown . . S. khasiana hiem., 

[p. 446. 

d". Crown of a darker colour than the back . S. superciliaris, 

b. Chin and throat deep black. [p. 447. 

e\ Upper plumage dark olive-brown ; the head 

tinged with ashy ; black of throat continued [p.445. 

over the breast and upper abdomen & atrigularis aestiv., 

d' , Upper plumage ferruginous brown; black ^ [p.446. 

confined to chin and throat S. khasiana *, aestiv., 


* I am unable to identify Suya gangetica , Blytb, Ibis, 1867, p. 23. 
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458. Suya crinigera. The Brown Hill-Warbler. 

Suva criuiger, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 183 (1836) ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. 
i ; p. 325 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 183 ; Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, 
p. 45 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xl, pt. ii ? p. 142 $ Cock § Marshall , 
8. F. i, p. 855. 

Decura (Suya) fuliginosa, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844). 

Suya fuliginosa, JELorsf. 8? M. Cat. i, p. 326 ; Jerd . B. 1. ii, p. 183 j 
Hume , N. fy E. p. 355 ; id. Cat. no. 548 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. 
xliii, pt. ii, p. 167. 

Drymoica crmiger (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 142. 

Blanfordius striatulus, Hume, 8. F. i, pp. 195, 300 ; id. Cat no. 549 
quint. ; Bames , Birds Bom. p. 221. 

Suya crinigera (Hodgs.), Hume, N. JE. p. 353 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 138 ; 
Brooks, 8. F. iii. p. 243 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves , p. 642 ; 
Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 1 ; id. Cat. no. 547 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 305 ; 
Oates, 8. F. x, p. 221 ; id. B. B. i, p. 123 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 177 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 215 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 282. 

Suya obscura, Hume , 8. F. ii, p. 507 ; Ball, 8. F. iii, p. 207 ; Hume, 
8. F. vii, p. 2. 

The Brown Mountain Wren- Warble )' ; The Bushy Hill - Warbler, Jerd. ; 

Suya, Nepal ; Dang prim-pho, Lepch. ; Shik-Shillik, Bhot. 



Fig. 137. — Bill of S. crinigera. 

Coloration. In winter the upper plumage is fulvous-brown, 
streaked with black, except on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
wing-coverts brown, edged with rufous ; quills margined with fer- 
ruginous ; tail rufous-brown, faintly cross-rayed, with pale tips 
and subterminal dark spots ; a ring round the eye rufescent ; lores 
yellowish ; sides of the head mingled brown and fulvous ; middle 
of chin and throat plain fulvous-white ; sides of the chin and throat 
and the whole breast fulvous, irregularly and narrowly cross-barred 
with black, the bars interrupted, and frequently being only a 
series of arrowhead-shaped marks ; middle of abdomen whitish ; 
remainder of lower plumage fulvous. 

In summer the upper plumage and wing-coverts are dark brown, 
the feathers edged with olivaceous ; lores and round the eye dark 
brown or blackish ; cheeks and the whole lower plumage uniform 
pale fulvous, the dark bases of the feathers showing through, more 
or less, on the breast ; wings and tail as in winter. 

The young have the upper plumage, the tail, and the margins 
of the quills rich tawny brown, with some black streaks on the 
head ; the lower plumage fulvous, tinged with yellow in places. 

The bill in summer is black, in winter brown above, dark -fleshy 
below ; at all seasons the legs and feet are fleshy pink, claws brown, 
iris orange. 
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In winter the length is about 7*5 ; tail 4*3 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *9 ; 
bill from gape ‘6. In summer the total length and the length o£ 
the tail are reduced by nearly one inch. 

The numerous specimens of Blanfordius stmatulus that I have 
examined from Sind are in my opinion inseparable from Suya 
crinigera in winter plumage. It is true that Hume states that his 
type specimen had twelve tail-feathers ; but there must be some 
mistake about this, as all the undoubted specimens of Blanfordius 
striatulus since obtained by Blanford have ten tail-feathers. Sharpe 
has already made the same identification in his Catalogue. 

Distribution . Throughout the Himalayas from Bhutan to Kash- 
mir and the borders of Afghanistan, and along the hill-ranges to 
the west of the Indus down to Karachi ; Assam and the hill- 
ranges of Eastern Bengal, through Burma down to Thayetniyo. 
This bird occurs in the Himalayas up to about 6000 feet elevation, 
and although essentially a hill-bird, it is also found in the plains. 
It extends to China. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds from May to July, constructing a nest, 
shaped like a deep cup, of grass-down, bound together by grass, in 
a bush not far from the ground. The eggs, as many as seven 
sometimes, are white, speckled with red, and measure *69 by *52. 

459. Suya atrigularis. The Black-throated Hill- Warbler. 

Suya atrogularis, Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 77 ,■ Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, 
p. 326; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 184; Hume , N. 4* E. p. 355; id. S. F. 
vii, p. 3; id. Cat. no. 549 ; Sharpe, Cat . JB. M. vii, p. 180; Oates 
in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 285. 

Prim-pho, Lepch. ; Shik-shillik, Bhut. 

Coloration. In winter the upper plumage is dark olive-brown, all 
the feathers with obscure darker centres or streaks ; wings and tail 
brown, broadly edged with fulvous olive-brown, and the tail- 
feathers with rufous tips ; a more or less distinct white supercilium 
from the nostril to the end of the ear-coverts ; the lores and a band 
behind the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts mixed fulvous and brown ; 
cheeks and lower plumage pale fulvous, turning to ochraceous on 
the sides of the body and the under tail-coverts ; the cheeks deli- 
cately barred with black, and the breast indistinctly striped with 
the same. 

In summer the crown and nape are much darker, and contrast 
with the upper plumage ; the supercilium is wanting ; the sides of 
the head are ashy ; there is a distinct white cheek-stripe ; the chin, 
throat, breast, and upper abdomen are deep black, the feathers of 
the upper abdomen being centred and tipped with white; the 
other parts of the plumage are the same as in winter. 

The colour of the soft parts of this bird have not been recorded. 

Length about 7 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 
*65. There appears to be no marked difference in the length of 
the. tail in the two seasons, and probably it is not moulted in 
spring. 
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Distribution. Sikhim. Hodgson procured this bird, but probably 
in Sikhim, and not in Nepal. Jerdon quotes it from the Kh4si 
hills ; but he, no doubt, did not distinguish it from S. Tchasiana. 
Hume, in his ‘ Bough Draft of Nests and Eggs/ states that it breeds 
in Kumaun, and probably he is right, but there is not a single 
specimen in his collection now from that province, and I have seen 
no specimens from any part of India but Sikhim. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from 4000 to 6000 feet in May and June, 
and probably also in April and July. The nest, an egg-shaped 
structure made of grass and a little moss, is placed in a low bush 
or clump of grass. The eggs, four or five in number, are greyish 
green, marked with purple, and measure *68 by 5. 

460. Suya khasiana. Austen's Hill-Warbler . 

Suva atrogularis, Moore , apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 107. 

Suya khasiana, Godw.-Aust. A. M. N. H. (4), xviii, p. 412 (1876) ; 
Hume , 8. F. v, p. 59 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 3 ; id. Cat. no. 549 bis ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 181 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 216. 

Coloration . In winter the whole upper plumage is a rich ferru- 
ginous brown, brighter on the forehead and crown ; tail brown, 
suffused with ferruginous, tipped pale, and with a subterminal 
dark patch on each feather ; a streak from the nostril over the eye 
to the end of the ear-coverts and the feathers on the eyelids ashy 
white ; lores dusky ; cheeks white, delicately barred with brown ; 
chin, middle of throat, of breast, and of abdomen pure white ; ear- 
coverts, sides of the throat, neck, breast, and body, with the under 
tail-coverts, ochraceous. 

In summer the upper plumage, wings, and tail are the same as 
in winter; the lores and supercilium are blackish, with some 
whitish specks ; ear-coverts and round the eye slaty ; a broad and 
conspicuous cheek-stripe white ; chin and throat black ; the fea- 
thers on the upper breast white, with black margins ; middle of 
lower breast and abdomen white ; sides of the breast, of the body, 
and the under tail-coverts ochraceous. 

Legs and feet delicate fieshy pink ; claws brownish ; upper 
mandible dark brown : lower mandible and edges of the upper 
towards the point pale fleshy pink ; iris orange-buff {Hume). 

Length about 7 m 5 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 
•6. The tail appears to be constantly of the same length both in 
winter and summer, and probably is not moulted in the spring. 

Distribution. The Khasi and N4ga hills. Also in Manipur, 
where Hume found this Suya on the Eastern hills. 

Habits , Sfc. Hume states that this bird frequents dense herba- 
ceous undergrowth of balsams and the like in forest. On the 11th 
of May he found a nest containing four well-incubated eggs. The 
nest was placed in a wild ginger-plant, about two feet from the 
ground, in forest at the very summit of the Matchi hill. 



PRINIA. 


447 


461. Suya super ciliaris. Anderson's Hill- Warbler. 

Suya superciliaris, Anders . P. Z. S. 1871, p. 212; id. Yunnan Hoped 
Avesj p, 642, pi. li ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F vi, p. 350 ; Hume , & F. 
vii, p. 8 ; *YJ. Cat. no. 547 bis ; Shatpe, Cat . B. iff. vii, p. 182 ; 
Oates , P. P. i, p. 124. 

Suya albogularis, Hume , & P. i, p. 459 (1873) ; td. & P. ix, p. 227 ; 
Sharpe , C«£. P. iff. -vii, p. 182. 

Suya erythropleura, TFiz/j. wz BlythUs Birds Burm . p. 120 ; Hume , 
S. P. v, p. 58 ; Hume Sf Dav. S. P. -vi, p. 351 ; Hume, Cat . no. 
549 quat. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown ; upper 
plumage and the edges of the wing-feathers fulvous-brown ; tail 
fulvous-brown, with paler fips, but with no subterminal dark patches ; 
a narrow white supercilium from the nostril to the end of the ear- 
coverts ; lores, behind and round the eye dusky slaty ; ear-coverts 
ashy grey ; chin, cheeks, throat, breast, and abdomen fulvous-whifce, 
the breast darker, with brown marks or streaks, more numerous at 
the sides ; sides of the body and under tail-coverts ochraeeous. 

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws 
fleshy-pink ; iris brownish yellow {Hume Sf Davison). 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

There appears to be no difference between the summer and winter 
plumage of this bird, judging from the specimens I have been able 
to examine. 

Distribution. Anderson procured this species at Momein, on the 
Chinese frontier ; Wardlaw Bamsay at Toungngoo ; and Davison 
on Muleyit mountain, in Tenasserim. It also occurs in Sumatra. 

G-enus FBINIA, Horsf., 1821. 

The genus Frinia comprises seven Indian species of birds, which 
only differ from FranJclinia in having ten tail-feathers instead of 
twelve. 

They all have a complete spring moult, accompanied in some 
instances by such a change in colour and in the structure of the tail 
as to have given rise to great confusion among authors regarding 
the number of species. The ample materials now available suffice 
to bring this difficult group of birds into order. In fact but little 
remained to be done after Sharpe’s masterly treatment of the group, 
and my own observations have chiefly served to corroborate his. 
To Hume and Brooks, however, is due the credit of having first 
furnished the clue by which the present order has been arrived at. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Upper plumage streaked P. lepida , p. 448. 

b. Upper plumage not streaked. 

a\ Abdomen yellow P. flaviventris , p. 449. 

b\ Abdomen fulvous or buff. 
a ". Bill intensely black. 

a"'. Upper plumage dark asby P. socialis sest., p, 450. 
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Upper plumage rufous-brown. . . . P. socialis hyem., p. 450. 
Upper plumage earthy-brown. 
a 4 . Outer tail-feathers white ; wing 

about 2*5 P. sylvatica seat., p. 451. 

b\ Outer tail-feathers pale brown; 
wing about 2. 

a 5 . Subterminal spots on tail pale 

and indistinct P. inomata seat., p. 452. 

b\ Subterminal spots on tail dark 

and distinct P. jerdoni sest., p. 453. 

b". Bill brown, lower mandible very pale 
or flesh-coloured. 

d"\ Upper plumage warm rufous- 

brown; wing about 2*5 P. sylvatica hy em., p. 451. 

e'". Upper plumage earth-brown tinged 
with fulvous or green ; wing 2. 
c 4 . Subterminal spots on tail obso- 
lete or very indistinct .• P. inomata hyem., p. 452. 

d\ Subterminal spots on tail black 

and narrow P. jerdoni hyem., p. 453. 

a 4 . Subterminal spots on tail black 

and very broad, forming quite [p. 454. 

half a circle P. blanfordi seat, et hyem., 

462. Priaia lepida. The Streaked Wren-Warbler. 

Prinia lepida, Myth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844) ; Oates in Hume's 
K E. 2nd ed. i, p. 287. 

Drymoica lepida ( Blyth ), Blyth, Cat. p. 143. 

Suya lepida (Blyth), Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, p. 327. 

Bumesia lepida (Blyth), Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 185.; A. Anderson , Ibis, 1872, 
p. 237 ; Brooks , 8. F. v, p. 496, viii, p. 476 ; Hume , S. F. ix, p. 228 ; 
Sharpe, Cat.B. M. vii, p. 211. 

Bumesia gracilis (B.iipp.), apud Hume, N. $ E. p. 356 ; id. 8. F. i, 
p. 195; Adam, 8.F. i, p. 382 ; Butter, 8. F. iii, p. 485 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 550 ; JDuig, 8. F. viii, p. 378 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 221. 
Diymoipus lepidus (Blyth), Brooks , S. F. iv, p. 274. 

Khur-phootki, Hind. ; Boo?-, Sind. 

Coloration. Tipper plumage and wing-coverts fulvous-brown, 
streaked with dark brown ; wings brown, edged with fulvous ; tail 
brown, distinctly cross-barred, tipped with white, and each feather 
with a subterminal dark patch ; lores and round the eye whitish ; 
ear-coverts whitish mottled with brown ; the whole lower plumage 
very pale fulvous. 

Legs and feet fleshy white ; nails light brown ; iris yellow 
(Bingham). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*5 to 3 ; wing 1*75 ; tarsus *65 ; bill 
from gape -55 ; tbe tail appears to be of the same length in summer 
and winter. The bill is black in summer ; in tbe winter the upper 
mandible is pale brownish horny, the lower yellowish horny. 

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Punjab, Sind, 
and Rajputana down to Cutch and Guzerat. This bird also extends 
down the valley of the Ganges to its Delta and up the Assam 
valley to the Dibong river, where Godwin- Austen procured it. 
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Habits , <$-c. P. lepida frequents the sandy beds and banks of rivers, 
where low bushes and clumps of grass grow. The breeding-season 
extends from March till October. The nest is egg-shaped with the 
entrance at the side, and is built of fine grass and seed-down in 
dense clumps of grass near the ground. The eggs, four in number, 
are pale green, freckled and streaked with reel or purplish grey, 
and measure *53 by *44. 

463. Prinia flaviventris. The Yellow-bellied Wren -Warbler. 

Orthotomus flaviventris, Deless. Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 101. 

Prinia flaviventris ( Deless .), Blyth , Cat. p. 144 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, 
p. 321 ; Jerd. JB. I. ii, p. 169 ; Godw.-Aust . J. A. 8. 3. xxxix, pt. ii, 
p. 271 ; Hume, N. Sr JB. p. 334 ; JBlyth fy Wald . Birds Burm. p. ll 8 ; 
Oates , 8. F. iii, p. 340 ; id. 8. F. v, p. 158 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. JB. 
xlv,jpt. ii, pp. 79, 202 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466 ; Hume 
Sr JDav. 8. F. vi, p. 347 ; Hume, Cat. no. 532 ; JDoig, 8. F. viii, 
p. 378 ; Butlei', 8. F. viii, p. 386 ; Oates , 8. F. x, p. 219 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 215 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 207 ; Oates in Hume's JR. $ 
F. 2nd ed. i, p. 289. 

Burnesia flaviventris ( JDeless. ), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 204 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 111. 

Coloration. In summer the forehead and crown are dark ashy ; 
upper plumage and wings olive-green j a whitish ring round the eye ; 
sides of the head ashy ; chin, throat, and upper breast white ; re- 
mainder of the lower plumage bright yellow ; tail olive-green, tipped 
whitish, and each feather with an obscure subterminal brown patch. 

In winter the tail is longer, the feathers are obsoletely tipped 
paler and have no subterminal brown patches, and there is also 
a short white eyebrow. 

The white eyebrow occurs somewhat irregularly in these birds, 
but is apparently seasonal. 

Birds obtained in the Malay peninsula from Klang to Singapore 
are remarkable for the very large size of the bill. 

The young resemble the adult in winter, but have the whole 
lower plumage pale yellow. 

Mouth black ; iris reddish yellow ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; 
legs orange-fleshy ; claws yellowish. In the non-breeding season 
the mouth is flesh-coloured and the lower mandible is pale. 

In winter the length is about 5-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 1*75 ; tarsus *8 ; 
bill from gape *65 ; in summer the tail measures but slightly over 
2 inches and the total length is reduced to about 4*7. 

Distribution . Occurs in Sind along the Eastern Nara and at 
Sukkur, and is found again in the Nepal Terai and the Bhutan 
Boars, extending up the Assam Valley to Sadiya. Ercm the foot 
of the Himalayas the range of this bird extends throughout Bengal 
to Calcutta, and on the east to the extreme southern end of 
Tenasserim and on to Singapore. 

Habits, $c. This species frequents swamps, the banks of rivers and 
canalB, and grassy plains which are low and liable to inundation. 
It breeds from May to September, constructing an oval nest of grass 
with an aperture near the top and lined with the finest grass-stems. 
vo!L. i. 2 o 
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The nest is built in low jungle, generally near water. The eggs, 
usually four in number, are a bright mahogany-red and measure 
56 by ‘4:6. 

464. Prinia socialis. The Ashy Wren-Warbler, 

Prinia socialis, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89 ; Blyth , Cat. p. 143 ; Horsf. 

8f M. Cat. i,p. 321 ; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 170 ; Hume, N # JB . p. 336 ; 
Bidler, S. F. iii, p. 479 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 497 ; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 79 j Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 529 ; Hume , 
Cat. no. 534 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 391 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 216 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy JB. 2nd ed. i, p. 291. 

Prinia steward, Blyth , J. A.S.B. xvi, p. 455 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 144; 
Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 171 ; Hume, N. $ F. p. 338 ; id. Cat. no. 535 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 216. 

Bumesia socialis (Sykes), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 208. 

Prinia poliocephala, A. Anders. P. Z. S. 1878, p, 370, pi. xix ; Hume , 
8. F. vii, p. 319 ; id. Cat. no. 535 bis. 

Prinia brevicauda, Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 521 (1878). 

Cisticola poliocephala (A. Anders J), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 257. 

The Dark-ashy Wren- Warller, Stewart's Wren-Warbler , Jerd.; Phutki, 
Kala-phuthi, II. ; Pit-pitta, H. in South India. 

Coloration. In summer the forehead, crown, nape, back, and 
rump are dark ashy ; wings and tail rufous, the latter with whitish 
tips and subterminal black patches ; cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of 
neck, and the whole lower plumage light buff, the thighs darker 
and the centre of the abdomen whitish. 

In winter the forehead, crown, and nape are ashy tinged with 
rufous; the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts rufous-brown; tail 
rufous with white tips and subterminal black patches ; wings brown, 
edged with rufous ; lores black ; above the lores a short white 
eyebrow ; chin, throat, and middle of abdomen whitish ; remainder 
of lower plumage bud, darker on the thighs. 

In summer the iris is yellowish brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
fleshy (Butler). In winter the bill appears to be black also. 

Length in summer about 5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *6 ; in winter the total length is about 6 and the tail 3. 

The white eyebrow is a characteristic of the winter plumage, 
but some birds appear to retain it throughout the summer. 

Distribution. Throughout India from the Himalayas to Ceylon. 
On the west this species does not occur in the Punjab beyond the 
Ohenab river nor in Sind, and it is rare or absent in Cutch and 
G-uzerat. It is found in the lower ranges of the Himalayas up to 
4000 feet and in the hills of Southern India up to 7000. On the 
east it occurs as far as the Dapbla hills on the north and the Khasi 
hills on the south. 

Halits, Sfo. Breeds throughout the above area from March to Sep- 
tember. The nest is of two types : one a leaf nest, like that of 
the Tailor-bird formed of two or three leaves stitched together, and 
the receptacle thus formed filled with cotton, grass, and wool ; and 
the other a domed structure of grass, the nest in both cases being 
not far from the ground. The eggs, three or four in number, are 
deep red and measure -64 by *47. 
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465. Prinia sylvatica. The Jungle Wren- Warbler . 

Prinia sylvatica, Jerd. Madr . Journ. L. S. xi, p. 4 (1840) ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 100, pis. vii, viii ; Oates in Hume's H. E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 299. 

Prinia neglecta, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, pt. 2, p. 130 (1844). 

Drymoica sylvatica (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 142 ; L lorsf. M. Cat. i, 

p. 327. 

Drymoica neglecta (Jerd. ),Blyth, Cat . p. 142 ; Ho?'sf. ty M. Cat. i, p. 328. 

Drymoica robust a, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 812 (1849) j id. Cat. 
p. 142. 

Drymoica valida, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 180 (1851) ; Ilorsf. § M.Cat . 
p. 328 ; Hume , S. F. vii, p. 305. 

Drymoipus sylvaticus (Jerd.), Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 181 ; Hume JV. Sf E. 
p. 351 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 220. 

Drymoipus negleetus (Je?'d.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 182 ; Hume, H. fy E. 
p. 352 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 220. 

Drymoipus jerdoni (Blyth), apud Stoliezka , J. A. S.B. xli, pt. ii, p. 240. 

Drymoepus rufescens, Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 110. 

Drymoipus rufescens (Hu?ne), Hume , N. ty E. p. 351 ; id. S F. ii, 
p.453,iii, p.408 ; Buder , S.F. iii, p. 484 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 21 9. 

Drymoipus insignis, Hume, S. F. i, p. 10 (1873) ; id. N. E. p. 351 ; 
Butler, S. F. iii, p. 484. 

Drymoica rufescens (Hume), Ball § Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 217, 218. 

Drymoeea rufescens (Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 544 bis. 

Drymoeea sylvatica (Jerd.), Hume, Cat . no. 54 5. 

Drymoeea insignis (Hume), Hume , Cat. no. 545 bis. 

Drymceca valida (Blyth), Hume, Cat. no. 545 ter ; Leg ye, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 525, pi. 25 ; Parker , S. F. ix, p. 480. 

Drymoeea neglecta (Jerd.), Hume, Cat. no. 546. 

Drymoeea jerdoni (Blyth), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 527 ; Parker, S. F. 
ix, p. 480. 

The Jungle Wren- Warbler, The Allied Wren- Warbler, Jerd. ; Konda - 
lotakun-jitta, Tel. ; Tot-mmgi, H. in Central India. 

Coloration . In the summer the upper plumage is earthy brown 
tinged with rufous, and the head darker and suffused with ashy, 
the edges of the wings more lufous; middle tail-feathers brown ; 
the next pair brown, tipped white and with a subtermina! brown 
spot ; the others progressively paler and whiter, the outermost pair 
becoming almost entirely white ; the whole tail oross-rayed ; lores, 
a short supercilium, and round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts 
grey ; lower plumage very pale buff. 

In winter the upper plumage is a warm rufous-brown, the mar- 
gins of the wings and tail brighter; the tail cross-raj ed, with 
light fulvous tips and dusky subterminal bars ; lores and a super- 
cilium to just past the eye whitish ; ear-coverts fulvous-brown with 
white shafts; cheeks light fulvous barred with brown; entiie 
lower plumage ochraceous, whitish on the middle of the abdomen. 

The young are like the adult in winter plumage; but more rufous 
above and deep fulvous below. 

In summer the legs and feet are fleshy ; iris hazel ; bill and gape 
black ; in winter the bill is brown, yellowish at base. 

Length in summer about 6 j tail 2*6 to 2*9 ; wing 2*2 to 2*5 ; 
tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *7 ; in winter the total length is about 
6-5 and the tail 2*8 to 3*2. 
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After examining several hundreds of these larger Wren-Warblers 
I can come to no other conclusion but that there is only one species 
throughout India, in spite of variations of colour and size. Jerdon 
described Drymoipus sylvaticus and D. negleotus very indifferently, 
but as both names can only apply to the present species, I have 
adopted the first of them for it. 

Distribution . Throughout India from the Himalayas to Ceylon. 
The western limit appears to be a line drawn from Cutch to 
Grarhw^l and the eastern the meridian of longitude passing 
through Calcutta. 1 have seen specimens from G-arhwdl and 
Kumaun, but from no other part of the Himalayas themselves. 

Habits , Sj'c. Breeds from June to September, constructing a round- 
ish nest of grass in a bush or a clump of grass close to the ground. 
The eggs, three to five in number, are pale greenish speckled and 
marked with pale reddish brown ; they measure *7 by *5. 

466. Prinia inornata*. The Indian Wren-Warbler. 

Prinia inomata, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 
p. 195 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 114 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 301. 

Sylvia longicaudata, Tick. J. A. S. B. ii, p. 576 (1833). 

Prinia fusca, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844) j id. P. Z. 8. 
1845, p. 29. 

Drymoipus inomatus (Sykes), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 178 ; Hume , N. ty E. 
p. 346; id. 8f Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 215, pi. xvii, fig. 1 j Brooks, 
S. -F. iii, p. 295, iv, p. 274 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Axes, p. 640 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 218. 

Drymoipus longicaudatus (Ticki), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 180; Hume §* 
Henders . Lah. to Yark. p. 215, pi. xvii, fig. 2 ; Butler & Hume. 
8.F. iii, p.483. 

Drymoipus fuscus ( Hodgs Hume, N. <§- E. p. 348. 

Drymoipus terricolor, Hume, N. Sf E. p. 349 ; Butler fy Hume, S. F. 
iii, p. 481 ; Brooks , & F. iv, p. 229 ; Hume , S. F. iv, p. 407. 

Drymoipn s longicaudus ( Tick.), Hume, N. E. p. S50. 

Drymoeca inornata (Sykes), Hume, Cat. no. 543 ; Brooks, S. F. vii, 
p. 468. ; 

Drymoeca fusca (Hodgs.), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 395 ; id.Cat. no. 543 bis. 

Drymceca longicaudata (Tick.), Hume, Cat . no. 544. 

The Common Wren- Warbler ; The Long-tailed Wren- Warbler, Jerd. ; 
Lota-kun-jitta, Tel. ; Niong-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. In summer the whole upper plumage is earthy brown, 
each feather with a darker centre ; the wings and tail edged with 
pale fulvous, the latter cross-rayed ; lores brown ; a supercilium 
from the nostrils to just behind the eye, and a ring round the eye 
pale fulvous-white ; ear-coverts and under the eye pale brown ; the 
whole lower plumage pale buff, the thighs conspicuously darker 
than the other parts ; lower aspect of tail whitish, with narrow, ill- 
defined^ and frequently obsolete subterminal brown spots. 

. winter the upper plumage is fulvous-brown, the crown indis- 
tinctly streaked with brown ; wings dark brown, edged with rufous ; 

* 1 cannot identify Prinia adamsi , Jerdon (Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 170; Blew ford. 
Ibis, 1872, p. 84; Hume, H. $ E. p. 335 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 215). 
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tail rufous-brown, indistinctly cross-rayed and margined with 
brighter rufous ; lores, asupercilium to just past the eye, the sides 
of the head, and the whole lower plumage pale buff, the thighs con- 
spicuously darker ; lower aspect of tail pale rufous with paler tips 
and very indistinct, or obsolete, subterminal brown patches. 

The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but are more 
rufous above and of a brighter buff below ; the tail is faintly 
tipped with rufous, but there are no traces of subterminal bars. 

Specimens from Mauipur resemble P. inornata in having the 
bills black in summer and brown in winter plumage, and in the 
character of the tail-marks, but the whole tone of the winter plu- 
mage is very tawny. A Bhdmo specimen is nearer to P. inornata 
than to P. blanforcli . 

In summer the bill is black; iris yellowish brown ; legs and feet 
flesh-colour {Butler). 

In winter the bill is brown, pale horny fleshy at the base of 
the lower mandible ; legs and feet fleshy- pink, the feet tinged brown- 
ish ; iris bright yellow {Hume). 

In winter, length up to 6-5, tail up to 3 *5 ; in summer, length up 
to about 5-3, tail up to 2*3 ; wing 2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape -6. 

Distribution . Distributed as a permanent resident throughout the 
whole of India from the Himalayas to the Nilgiri hills. At Hadu- 
vatam on the Nilgiris this and the next species are found together 
and both are typical in coloration and length of tail. P. inornata 
extends to the East as far as Manipur, and a Bhdruo specimen is 
very dose to this species, but the exact range of this and P. blanfordi 
can only be determined with absolute accuracy by summer-killed 
specimens. Blyth records P. inornata from Arrakan. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds throughout the rains, constructing a deep purse- 
like nest composed entirely of fine grass and attached to some 
stems of grass. The eggs, generally four in number, are greenish 
blue, spotted, speckled, and blotched with chocolate and red, in 
addition to which marks there are usually some delicate interwoven 
lines of the same colours. They measure -61 by -45. 

467. Prinia jerdoni. The Southern Wren-Warbler, 

Drymoica jerdoni, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 459 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 142 ; 

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 180. 

Drymoipus jerdoni {Blyth), Hume, S. F. i, p. 437. 

Drymoipus ruscus (. Hodgs .), Hume, N. fy E. p. 348. 

Drymoeca inornata {Sykes), apud Fairbank, S. F. v, p. 406. 

Drymoeca insularis, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 529, pi. xxv (1879) ; Barker, 

S. F. ix, p. 480. 

Drymoeca jerdoni {Blyth), Hume, Cat. no. 544 ter. 

Drymoeca inornata {Sykes), Davison, S. F. x, p. 393. 

Prinia jerdoni {Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 304. 

Coloration. Resembles P. inornata. Differs in haring the sub- 
terminal spots on the tail large, dark brown, and distinct, and the 
whitish tips very sharply defined ; the tail in winter is shorter, not 
exceeding the length of the tail of P. inornata in summer; the 
upper plumage is much darker and less rufous in the winter. 
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The young bird has the dark spots on the tail developed in an 
extraordinary manner. 

Of the same dimensions as P. inornata , but the tail in winter 
does not exceed 3, and in summer 2. 

Distribution . Southern India from Mysore to Cape Comorin ; 
Ceylon. This bird occurs at considerable elevations as well as on 
the plains, being found on the Palni hills up to 5000 feet. 

Habits , Sfc. Ereeds from April to July, constructing a nest of the 
same character as that of P. inornata and laying precisely similar 


468. Prinia blanfordi. The Burmese Wren-Warbler . 

Drymoipus extensicauda, Swinh. apud Oates, S. F. iii, p. 340. 

Drymoeca blanfordi, Wald, in Blyth, Birds Bunn. p. 118; Hume , S. 
F. v, p. 57 ) id. Cat. no. 543 ter. 

Drymoeca extensicauda {Swinh.), apud Oates , S. F. v, p. 159, x, 
p. 221 ; Hume , Cat. no. 544 quat. ; id. S. F. xi, p. 215. 

Drymoipus extensicaudata, Swinh. apud Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 328. 

Drymoica blanfordi, Wald., Hume $• Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 349. 

Drymoica extensicauda {Swinh.), apud Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 350 ; 
Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 186. 

Prinia inornata, Sykes, Sharpe , Cat. B. M. vii, p. 195 (part.). 

Prinia blanfordi {Wald.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 112 ; id. in Hume's N. fy E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 305. 

Coloration. Eesembles P. inornata , but at both seasons of the 
year there is an appreciable tinge of green running through the 
upper plumage ; the sides of the head and the supercilium are 
distinctly fulvous ; the subterminal patches on the tail-feathers 
are very large and distinct, nearly black and as broad as the feathers, 
and the tips are pure white and very well defined. An important 
difference is that the bill remains brown throughout the summer. 

Iris orange-yellow ; eyelids plumbeous, the edges orange ; upper 
mandible fleshy brown, lower pale fleshy, the tips dusky; mouth 
flesh-coloured ; legs reddish yellow ; claws pinkish horn. 

Length in winter 6, in summer 5*2 ; tail in winter 3, in summer 
2 to 2*2 ; wing 1*9 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution . Occurs abundantly in suitable localities throughout 
Southern Pegu and the valley of the Sittoung river up to Toungngoo. 
This bird is also found in Tenasserim as far south as Tavoy. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from May to August or even later, constructing 
a deep purse-like nest of grass, attached to several stalks of elephant 
grass or the small branches of a bush or weed not far from the 
ground. The eggs, three or four in number, are white or pale 
green or pale pink, spotted and blotched with dark purple and 
reddish brown. They measure *58 by *44. 

P. extensicauda, Swinh., from China, differs from P. inornata in 
being much greener above and more yellow below ; and from 
P .blanfordi in having the bill black in summer as well as in other 
particulars. 
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Fig. 13 8.—Zanius lahtora. 


Family LANIIDiE. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched or toothed, or both ; hinder aspect of 
tarsus smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing 
with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line 
of forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure 
than the upper edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the nestling 
cross-barred ; rectrices twelve ; nostrils more or less overhung by 
bristles and hairs ; an autumn moult only 


* Gadow states that some of the Shrikes haye a seasonal change of plumage, 
1 think that he is in error on this point. 
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The Laniidce or Shrikes are a group of birds in which the plumage 
of the young is cross-barred, as a rule both above and below. As 
thus defined, this group is of the same extent as the Laniidce of 
Jerdon, with the exception that the Dicruridce are here separated 
from the family. 

In the Laniidce , and especially in Lanins , the bill is very strong, 
being both hooked and notched. These birds live almost entirely 
on insects, the true Shrikes occasionally seizing a small bird or 
mammal. Some descend to the ground to seize their prey, a few 
catch insects entirely on the wing, and others, again, merely search 
branches and leaves for their food. 

Some of the genera of Laniidce are remarkable for the spinous 
character of the shafts of the rump-feathers. These constitute the 
subfamily Octmpophagince o£ J erdon. The only other Indian bird 
possessing this curious structure of the feathers is Pinarocichla 
(p. 279) ; but whereas in Campophaga and the allied genera it is 
the feathers of the rump which are stiffened, in Pinarocichla it is 
chiefly the feathers of the back. 

All the Laniidce have rictal bristles, a scutellated tarsus, and 
twelve tail-feathers. They have only one moult a year. The young 
retain the barred plumage throughout their first winter, the bars 
gradually becoming fewer and some disappearing entirely by a 
change of colour in the feather. In some few genera the barred 
plumage appears to be retained for two or more years, and traces 
of bars may he detected on the breast of what are apparently aged 
birds. 

I shall divide the Laniidce into two subfamilies only, the Lciniince 
and the Artamince . 


Wings when folded not reaching beyond middle 
of tail; first primary not shorter than 
tarsus ; second primary falling short of tip 
of wing j Laniince, p. 456. 

Wings when folded reaching quite to tip of tail ; 
first primary very minute, much shorter 
than tarsus; second primary longest in 
wing Artamince, p. 498. 


Subfamily LANIINJS. 

This subfamily comprises the true Shrikes, the Pied-Shrikes, 
the Wood-Shrikes, the Jay-Shrikes, the Mini vets, and the Cuckoo- 
Shrikes. 

Key to the Genera . 

a. Shafts of rump-feathers soft. 
a\ Head not crested. 
a". Tail-feathers well graduated. 
a nt . Bill deep and laterally compressed ; 
margin of upper mandible near tip 
strongly notched and toothed. . . . Lanius, p. 457. 
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b"\ Bill flattened and broad; margin 
of upper mandible near tip merely 

notcned Remipus, p. 471. 

b". Tail square Tephrodornis, p. 473. 

b\ Head with long crest Platylophus, p. 476. 

b. Shafts of rump-feathers spinous. 
c'. Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers less 

than half length of tail Pericrocotus, p. 477. 

d'. Tail moderately graduated, outer feathers 
more than three-quarters length of tail. 
c Secondaries falling short of tip of wing 

by about length of tarsus Campophaga, p. 491. 

d”. Secondaries falling short of tip of wing by 

about twice length of tarsus Graucalus, p. 496. 


Genus LANIUS, Linn., 1766. 

The genus Lanius comprises a very extensive group of birds 
found over Asia, Europe, Africa, and North America. Fifteen 
species are found within our limits, some of which are resident, 
others winter visitors, and a few locally migratory. With few 
exceptions they occur abundantly over large tracts of country. 

In Lanius the sexes are always alike, but the females appear to 
retain traces of the barred plumage of the nestling longer than the 
males. The bill is very strong and laterally compressed, with a 
large tooth and a deep notch near the tip of the upper mandible, 
winch is bent down and hooked. The nostrils are roundish and 
overhung by numerous hairs and bristles, but not completely 
hidden. The wings are strong. The tail is generally longer than 
the wing, but in a few instances about equal to it, and strongly 
graduated. The plumage is firm. The head of a Shrike is rather 
larger in proportion to the size of the body than is usual in the 
other Passer es, and in life this character is very evident in the 
majority of the species. 

The Shrikes are solitary birds, frequenting spare jungle, gardens, 
fields, and the outskirts of forests. They perch on some prominent 
object such as a post or a bare branch and watch for insects, which 
they capture on the ground and return to their perch to devour. 
Some species have the habit of impaling their prey on a thorn and 
then tearing it to pieces. Their notes are harsh and at times 
frequently uttered. 

The Shrikes make, in trees and bushes, large cup-shaped nests, 
composed of fine twigs, grass, and dead leaves intermingled with 
other substances. The number of eggs laid is usually four or five, 
and they may be described in general terms as being greenish 
white, blotched and spotted with various shades of brown and pale 
purple. 
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Key to the Species. 


a . Upper tail-coverts and middle pair of 
tail-feathers of totally different col ours. 
a'. A white patch on primaries. 
a Tail entirely hlack and white, the 
two colours abruptly defined. 
a'". Back grey. 

« 4 . Two middle pairs of tail- 
feathers entirely black. 
a s . Lesser wing-coverts black 

with grey tips 

b 5 . Lesser wing-coverts entirely 
grey. 

a 6 . Inner webs of secondaries 

chiefly white 

b 8 . Inner webs of secondaries 

chiefly black 

b\ All the tail-feathers broadly 

white at their base 

Back chestnut. 

c A . Upper tail-coverts whitish 

grey 

d A . Upper tail-coverts chestnut . . 
b ,] . Tail black or brown and rufous, 
blending into each other. 

c Crown of head black 

d' n . Crown of head grey 

V. No white patch on primaries. 

e". Head and back grey 

d". Head grey, back chestnut 

b. Upper tail-coverts and middle pair of 
tail-feathers of same colour. 
c\ Crown of head and back nearly of the 
same rufous or sandy colour. 
e". Tail shorter than wing ; outer tail- 
feathers falling short of tip of tail 
by about half length of tarsus. 
e"\ An indistinct white supercilium ; 

lores whitish 

f 1 "* A very distinct white super- 
cilium ; lores deep hlack 

/". Tail equal to or longer than wing; 
outer tail-feathers falling short of 
tip of tail by about length of 
tarsus. 

g m . Whole crownrufous. darker than 

back 

h nt . Anterior part of crown greyish 
white ; posterior part greyish 

brown like back 

d'. Crown grey ; back chestnut barred 
with black 


L . laktom , p. 459. 

L. assimiltSf p. 4G0. 
L.fallaa;, p. 460. 

L. homeyeri , p. 46 1. 

L, vittatus j p. 462. 

L. collurioiaeSj p. 462. 


L. nigricepS; p. 463. 

L. eryth?'onotus, p. 464. 

L. tephronotus, p. 465. 
L. collurio , p. 466. 


L. isabellinus, p. 467. 

L. phcenicuroides, p. 468. 


L. cristatus, p. 468. 

L. lucionensis, p. 469. 
L. tigrinuS) p. 470. 
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The Grey Shrikes, of which there are four representatives in India, 
are very numerous and are not easily distinguished. The four 
Indian species, however, are sufficiently distinct and may be 
recognized without difficulty. 

The following species may hereafter be found to occur within our 
limits : — (1) L. minor , a small species with the lower plumage in the 
adult tinged with pink, and with a very small first primary, less than 
a third of the length of the second. Swinhoe obtained this species 
at Kandahar. (2) L. grim mi, a pale desert form, very light ashy 
grey above, the lores whitish and the eye-band pale brown ; the 
tail white at the base as in L. homey eri ; the basal halves of the inner 
webs of the secondaries white, the remainder of each feather brown, 
not black. A specimen was obtained by Blanford at Bahu Keldt 
in Persian Baluchistan, in February. Other forms may not im- 
probably be found in Sind and the Punjab, as the Shrikes are great 
wanderers, but space will not allow of their being noticed here. 

469. Lanins lahtora. The Indian Grey Shrike. 

Collurio lahtora, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 86 ; Gray fy Hardw. Ill . Ind. 

Zool. ii, pi. 32 ; Hume , S. F. i, p. 174 ; id. N. 8f JE. p. 165. 

Lanius lahtora {Sykes'), Blyth, Cat. p. 151 ; Horsf. fyM. Cat. i, p. 163 ; 

Jerd. B. I. i, p. 400 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 235 ; 

Butler , S. F. iii, p. 462 ; Ball , S. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume, Cat. no. 

256 j Barnes, S. F. ix, p. 216 ; Gadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 252 ; 

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 143 : Oates in Hume's N. fy B. 2nd ed. i. 

p. 308. 

Dudiya latora , Hind. ; Sqfed latora , Hind, in the N.W.; Kcich-kacka- 
latora , Beng. ; CJdnka hetlincJii , Pedda kiriti-yadu, Tel. 



Fig. 139 — Head of L. lahtora , 


Coloration. Forehead, lores, and a broad band through the eye 
and ear-coverts down the side of the neck black, the frontal portion 
indistinctly margined with white above; upper plumage bluish 
grey, paler on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; scapulars white ; 
the middle two pairs of tail-feathers black with narrow white tips ; 
the next two pairs very narrowly white at base and broadly white 
at tip ; the outer two pairs white, with the shafts and some small 
portions of the webs near them black ; wing-coverts black, the 
lesser series tipped with grey ; primaries with the basal half white, 
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the terminal half black with narrow white tips ; secondaries with the 
outer webs black, tipped white, the inner webs white except at the 
base, where they are black ; tertiaries black with white tips ; the 
whole lower plumage pure white. 

Iris dark brown ; legs, feet, and bill black ( Butler ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*6 ; wing 4*3 ; tarsus 1*15 ; bill from 
gape 1-05. 

The amount of black on the forehead and white on the tail in- 
creases with age. The amount o£ white on the wing appears to 
be constant at all ages. 

Distribution . A permanent resident in the plains of India from 
Sind and the Punjab to the Rajmehal Hills, Manbhoom and 
Lohardugga in Western Bengal ; to the south this species does not 
appear to be found further than Belgaum, from which part Butler 
records it, and Chanda in the Central Provinces, where Blanford 
met with it. It is confined to the plains and does not ascend the 
Himalayas nor any of the hill-ranges. It extends into Afghanistan. 

Habits , SfG. Breeds according to locality from January to 
August, constructing a very massive nest of varied materials in trees 
in open plains. The eggs, varying in number from three to six, 
measure about 1-03 by *79. 


470. Lanins assimilis. The Allied Grey Shrike . 

Lanius assimilis, Brehm, Journ . fur Orn. 1854, p. 14G ; G adorn. 
Cat, B. M, viii, p. 249. 

Coloration, Resembles L. Idhtora in general appearance. Differs 
in having only the hairs overhanging the nostrils black, not the 
forehead ; the upper plumage pale grey ; the lesser wing-coverts 
entirely grey ; the white on the inner webs of the secondaries less 
pure and rather smaller in extent, and the lower plumage faintly 
tinged with pink. 

The colour of the iris &c. does not appear to have been recorded. 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*3 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution . Ho specimens of this species are contained in the 
Hume Collection, but there are three in the British Museum which 
were obtained within our limits — one at Daulatpur in Sind, and 
one at Karachi by Dr. G-ould, and a third in the Punjab by Briga- 
dier Hearsay. Dr. Aitchison procured this bird in Afghanistan, 
and it occurs at Fao on the Persian Gulf and in Mesopotamia. 

Gadow gives the range of this species as extending from Sennaar 
and the White Hile through Turkestan to the Amoor. 

471. Lanins fallax. Finsch!s Grey Shrike . 

Lanius fallax, Finsch , Trans, Z, Soc, vii. p. 249, pi. xxv (1870) ; 

Gadow , Cat. B, M, viii, p. 247, pi. viii. 

Coloration, Resembles L, Idhtora in general appearance. Differs 
in having the black on the frontal part of the head confined to the 
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bristles over the nostrils and to a very narrow band at the base of 
the upper mandible ; in having the inner webs of the secondaries 
blackish brown margined with white and the lower plumage tinged 
with ashy ; in having the upper plumage paler grey ; and in having 
the lesser wing-coverts entirely grey. 

Of the same size as L. lahtora. 

From L. assimilis this species differs in having the inner webs of 
the secondaries almost entirely brown and in having the upper 
plumage darker, 

L. assimilis and L. fallax are very closely allied, but there is no 
difficulty in separating the two, if the inner webs of the secondaries 
be examined. Neither of them can possibly be confounded with 
L . lahtora , the colour of the lesser wing-coverts being sufficient at 
all ages to distinguish the latter from the other two. 

Distribution . I have examined the four birds procured in Abyssinia 
by Jesse and named L. fdllax by Finsch. To the same species must 
be referred a Shrike procured by Blanford at Gwadar in Baluchistan 
in December, and another procured by Lieut. Burgess, probably in 
the Deccan. I have not been able to examine any other specimens 
collected within our limits. 

L.fallax occurs in Abyssinia and Nubia, Palestine, Mesopotamia, 
Muscat, and Afghanistan. 


472. Lanins homeyeri. Homeyer’s Grey Shrike. 

Lanius homeyeri, Cabanis , Journ. fur Orn. 1873, p. 75 ; Severtzoff, 
8. F. iii, p. 430 ; Scully , 8. F. iv, p. 136 ; Biddulph , Ibis, 1881, 
p. 51 ; Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 432 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 242. 

Coloration . Forehead, nasal plumes, and a narrow superdlium 
white ; anterior part of lores white, posterior part and a band to 
the end of the ear-coverts black ; upper plumage pale grey ; scapu- 
lars, lower rump, and upper tail-coverts white ; the middle pair of 
tail-feathers white for one third of their length at the base, then 
black with a narrow white tip ,* the next two pairs with more 
white at base and broader white tips ; the remaining feathers 
nearly entirely white; lesser wing-coverts grey; the outer coverts 
black ; primaries and secondaries broadly white at base on both 
webs, then black with indistinct white tips ; tertiaries wholly black ; 
lower plumage white with, in most cases, traces of wavy bars on 
the breast. 

Upper mandible black, the edge whitish at gape ; lower mandible 
black at tip, whitish horny at base; legs, feet, and claws black 
( Scully ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*7 ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*05. 

This species is closely allied to L. excubitor of Europe, from which 
it differs in having more white on the lores, wings, and tail. 

Distribution . Gilgit, on migration in spring and autumn. 

This species is found in Turkestan in winter, and it extends 
westwards to Russia and northwards to Siberia. 
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473. Lanius vittatus. The Bay-backed Shrike . 

Lanius vittatus, Valenciennes, Diet. Sc. Nat . xl, p. 227 (1826); 
Hume , N. $• Jfe. p. 173 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume , no. 260; 

Davison , & P. x, p. 365 ; Gadow , CVwf. I?. ikT. viii, p. 280 ; Barnes , 
i?o»z. p. 144 ; m Humds N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 311. 

Collurio hardwickii, Vigors , P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 42 ; Gould , Cent. pi. 12, 
fig. 1. 

Lanius hardwickii (Vigors), Blyth , Cat . p. 152; Horsf. 4* AT. Cat. 
i, p. 165; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 405; Stoticzka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, 
pt. ii, p. 26. 

Pachanak , Hind. ; Chota kilotora, Beng. ; Chinna belincki, Venne-dega, 
Tel. ; Kichang kuravi, Tam. 

Coloration . Forehead, anterior part of crown, and a broad band 
encircling the eye and reaching to the end of the ear-coverts deep 
black ; the black of the crown succeeded by a more or less white 
band shading off into grey on the nape and hind neck ; back and 
scapulars deep chestnut-maroon ; rump white, shading into grey on 
the upper tail-coverts ; wings entirely black, occasionally some of 
the feathers narrowly margined with pale rufous or white; a 
broad white patch at the base of the primaries ; the middle pair of 
tail-feathers entirely black ; the others partially white at base, then 
black, and tipped with white, the outermost feather being nearly 
entirely white ; chin, throat, lower abdomen, and under tail-coverts 
white ; breast and upper abdomen fulvous, becoming dark ferru- 
ginous on the flanks. 

The young are fulvous above barred with black, and white below 
with wavy brown bars on the breast and sides. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet dusky plumbeous or black ; bill 
black, paling at the base of the lower mandible (Butler); iris 
reddish brown (Hume). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distribution. The whole peninsula of India to Mysore and the 
foot of the Nilgiris in the south, and to Bhutan, the Rajmehal hills, 
and Midnapore on the east-. This species ascends the Himalayas 
to 4000 or 5000 feet. It is resident, and extends into Afghanistan 
and Baluchistan. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from April to September, constructing a 
nest in trees or hedgerows. The eggs, five or six in number, are 
of the usual Shrike type and measure about *83 by '66. 

474. Lanius collurioides. The Burmese Shrike . 

Lanius collurioides, Lesson, Voy . B Slang, p. 250 (1834) ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 157 ; Anders . Yunnan Doped., 
Aves, p. 646; Hume 8r Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 203; Hume, Cat. 
no. 260 ter; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 171 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 250; 
Gadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 269 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 92. 

Lanius hypoleucos, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvii, p. 249 (1848) ; id. Cat. 
p. 152 ; JBlanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 468 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 90. 

Hnet-beloo, Burm, 
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Coloration . Eorehead, lores, ear-coverts, and round the eyes 
blackish ; crown, nape, and sides of the neck ashy, paling poste- 
riorly ; back, rump, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts chestnut ; 
wing-coverts brown, edged with ferruginous; tertiaries the same; 
primaries and secondaries dark brown, narrowly edged on the outer 
webs with whitish ; the inner webs of all white at the base ; the 
fifth to tenth primaries also with a white spot on the outer web 
near the base ; the outermost pair of tail-feathers white with black 
shafts ; the next white, with a large black patch on the inner web ; 
the others black, tipped with white ; under wing-coverts mixed 
black and white; lower plumage pale fulvous. 

Iris pale reddish brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; the gape 
and the greater portion of the lower mandible flesh-colour ; mouth 
flesh-colour ; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 8 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8. 

In this species the colour of the crown and nape varies from 
dark to pale ashy. In many birds the base of the forehead and 
the lores are white, a feature which is neither seasonal nor sexual 
but probably due to age. The nestling has the head fulvous and 
the back rufous, both parts cross-barred with dark brown ; the 
lower plumage is barred with wavy brown lines. 

Distribution . The Eastern portion of the Empire from Manipur 
through Burma as far south as Amherst and the Thoungyeen 
valley in Tenasserim. Wardlaw Ramsay observed this species in 
Karennee. It is in some measure a migrant, but its movements are 
probably of limited extent. I have examined specimens of it killed 
in Burma in every month in the year except May. It is, however, 
very rare from March to June and very common at other times, 
and it probably breeds in the mountainous and less-known parts of 
Burma east of the Salween river. 


475. Lanins nigriceps. The Black-headed JShrike. 

Collurio nigriceps, Franklin, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 117 ; Hume , N, 8f F. 
p. 172. 

Lanius nigriceps ( FranU Blyth, Cat . p. 151 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat i^ 
p. 166; Jercl. B. L i, p. 404; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves / 
p. 644 ; Hume 8? Dav. S. F. vi, p. 20 2 ; Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 268 ; 
Hume , Cat . no. 269 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 264 ; Gadow , Cat. B. 
M. viii, p. 268 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 144 ; Hume , 8. F. xi, 
p. 89 ; Oates in Humds N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 315. 

Lanius nasutus {Scop.), apud Oates , B. B. i, p. 248. 

Sakrih-pho , Lepch. 

Coloration . Eorehead, crown, nape, hind neck, lores, and sides of 
the head and neck black ; upper part of the back ashy; remainder 
of back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars chestnut ; wing- 
coverts black ; quills dark brown, the tertiaries broadly, the other 
quills narrowly, margined \\ ith rufous ; a white patch at the base 
of the primaries ; tail-feathers black, more broadly tipped and mar- 
gined with rufous from the middle pair to the outer pair, the two 
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outer pairs frequently suffused with rufous and the outer webs 
entirely of this colour ; cheeks, chin, and throat white, blending 
softly into the pale rufous of the breast ; middle of the abdomen 
albescent ; remainder of lower plumage rather bright rufous. 

The young are barred both above and below with brown. 

Iris dull reddish brown ; eyelids pinkish plumbeous ; bill dark 
horny black ; the base of the lower mandible and the gape fleshy 
plumbeous ; mouth flesh-colour ; legs dark brown ; claws black. 
Length nearly 10 ; tail 5 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 1. 
The plumage of this species is very variable, especially with 
regard to the extent and depth of tint of the grey on the back. 
The reader is referred to Hume’s excellent summary of the plumage 
of this Shrike for full particulars. The name L. nasutus , Scop., 
by which I designated this species in the ‘ Birds of Burmah/ 
appears to be applicable to the race from the Philippine Islands 
only, in which the grey of the back is very fully developed. 

j Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to Assam up to 
about 5000 feet; the plains of India east of a line drawn from 
Garhwdl through Etawah, Baipur, and Goomsur, from which latter 
place Jerdon records this species; Assam and the whole of the 
tract south of this province down to Tenasserim, where Davison 
procured specimens at various localities as far south as Kyikto near 
Moulmein. 

This species extends into Siam and Cochin China. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds from May to September, constructing a nest 
in bushes, hedges, and trees. The eggs, usually four in number, 
measure about -92 by -7 5. 

476. Lanins erythronotus. The Rufous-backed Shrike. 

Colluxio erythronotus, Vigors , JP. Z. 8 . 1831, p. 42 ; Goidd, Cent. 
pi. 12, fig. 2 ; Hume , N. F. p. 167. 

Lanius caniceps, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv,p. 302 (1846); id. Cat. 
p. 161 ; Horsf. <$r M. Cat. i, p. 164 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 374 j 
JLegge, Birds Ceyl. p. 383 ; Hume , Cat. no. 267 bis ; Davison , 8 . 
F. x, p. 364 ; Gadow, Cat. B . M. viii, p. 266. 

Collyrio caniceps {Blyth), Hume, N. § F. p. 169. 

Lanius erythronotus ( Vigors ), Blyth, Cat. p. 161 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. 
i, p. 164 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 402 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. ii, p. 268; Hume $ Henders. Zah. to Yark . pp. 166, 182; 
Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume , Cat. no. 267 ; Biddutph , Ibis , 1881, 
p. 61 ; Scully, ibis , 1881, p. 483 ; Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 268; 
Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 143 ; Oates, in Humis N. fy F. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 318. 

Lanius affinis, Legge, 8. F. iv, p. 243 (1876). 

Mattiya latora t Kajala latora , Hind. ; Terra belinchi, Tel. 

Coloration. Eorehead and a broad band through the eye to the 
ear-coverts deep black ; crown, nape, sides of neck, hind neck, and 
upper back clear pale grey; scapulars, loiver back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; v ing-coverts black, the larger 
series tipped with pale rufous ; quills blackish, the primaries 
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narrowly, the others broadly, edged with pale rufous ; the middle 
three pairs of tail-feathers black with rufous tips; the others 
brown with broader tips ; chin, throat, and upper breast white ; 
remainder of lower plumage rufous, more or less albescent on the 
middle of the abdomen. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet brownish black 
(j Butler). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*7 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

The amount of rufous on the back and scapulars varies very 
much in this species, but not according to locality. Some Hima- 
layan birds have the entire back and scapulars rufous. The 
majority of the birds from Southern India have the upper back 
grey and the scapulars merely tinged with rufous. Between these 
two extremes there is a connected series of specimens, and some 
birds from Sind and Oudh are absolutely identical with others 
from Ceylon. I am quite unable therefore to recognize two species 
based on the colour of the back and scapulars, and I can discover 
no other character by which the southern race L. caniceps may be 
separated from L . erythronotus . 

L. schach from China resembles L. erythronotus , but is much 
large*, the black of the forehead extends back to the eyes and is 
sharply defined from the grey. 

L. bentet from Sumatra, Java, &c., is also an allied species in 
which the black of the forehead is produced far back over the 
crown and blends with the grey of the nape. 

L. fuscatus from Southern China has the greater part of the 
head, wings, and tail black and the remainder of the plumage dark 
brown. 

Distribution. The whole of India proper from Kashmir to Cape 
Comorin and from Sind to Bengal; also Ceylon. The furthest 
point east to which this species extends appears to be Mymensing, 
where Q-od win- Austen met with it. 

This Shrike is apparently a permanent resident in most parts of 
the plains and the lower ranges of the Himalayas, but in summer 
it visits Gilgit and the higher ranges up to 6000 or 7000 feet. 
It extends to Baluchistan, Afghanistan, and Turkistan, probably 
as a summer visitor only to the latter country. 

Habits , $*c. Breeds throughout India from March to September. 
The nest and eggs are similar to those of the preceding species 
and the latter measure about *92 by "71. 


477. Lanins tephronotus. The Grey-backed Shrike . 

Collurio tephronotus, Vigors , P. Z. S. 1831, p. 43 ; Hume , N. fy B, 
p. 171. v 

Lanius tephronotus ( Vigors ), Blyth, Cat. p. 151 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. 
i, p. 166 ; Jerd. B. J. i, p. 403 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 47 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Beeped., Aves , p. 643 ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 202 ; CrippSj 8. F. vii, p. 267 ; Hume. 8. F. vii, p. 374 ; id. Cat . 
vol. i. 2 H 



466 


LANIIM. 


no. 258 ; Scully , S. F. viii ; p. 264 ; Gcicloiv, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 260 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 249 ; Hume , S . F. xi, p. 88 ; Oates in Hume's N. 
ty F. 2nd ed. i, p. 825. 

Bhadraya , Nep. Hills; Bay aha tentha } Nep. plains; Sakrik-pho , 
Lepch. ; Totem , Bhut. 

Coloration. Forehead and a broad band through the eye to the 
ear-coverts deep black; crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars, 
and lesser wing-coverts dark bluish grey ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts chestnut ; tail dark brown, obsoletely cross-rayed and the 
feathers margined with rufous; median and greater coverts, 
secondaries and tertiaries blackish, broadly margined with pale 
rufous; primary-coverts and primaries blackish, very narrowly 
margined with rufous ; chin, throat, upper breast, and middle of 
abdomen white ; remainder of lower plumage ferruginous. 

Birds with signs of immaturity about them, such as bars, have 
the whole upper plumage suffused with rufous. 

Nestlings have the upper plumage rufous barred with black ; the 
eye-band barely indicated ; throat whitish ; lower plumage rufous 
barred with black. 

Bill black ; base of lower mandible yellowish horny ; iris dark 
brown ; feet and claws black (Scully). 

Length 9*5 ; tail 5 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1. 
Distribution. A winter visitor to the Himalayas between the Sutlej 
valley and Assam, to the plaius of Bengal and Assam, the hill-tracts 
south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Cachar, Tipperah, and Burma, 
extending down to about Pahpoon on the Salween river. I failed to 
meet with this species in Pegu, but Blyth records it from Arrakan. 
In summer this Shrike appears to ascend the Himalayas, to 
breed from 5000 to 9000 feet, or even higher, and to penetrate into 
Tibet and Western China. 

Habits , Sfc. A nest found at Bhim Tal in Kumaun, on the 28th 
May, by Colonel G-. F. L. Marshall contained five eggs, and was in 
a bush about three feet from the ground. There is little that is 
trustworthy on record about the nidification of this Shrike. 

478. Lanins collurio. The Bed-backed Shrike. 

Lanius collurio, Linn . Syst. Nat. i, p. 136 (1766) ; Butler , S. F. iii, 
p. 463; Hume , Cat . no. 260 his; Scully , Ibis, 1881, p. 435; 
Gadoio, Cat.B. M. viii, p.-286 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 145. 
Enneoctonus collurio, Blyth } Cat . p. 153. 

Coloration. Feathers at the base of the upper mandible and a 
broad band through the eye to the end of the ear-coverts black ; 
forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
bluish grey ; back, scapulars, and the visible portions of the wing- 
coverts dull chestnut; quills and primary-coverts dark brown 
margined with pale rufous ; the tertiaries almost entirely rufous 
with pale margins; the four middle tail-feathers black ; the others 
two thirds white, then black and tipped white; lower plumage 
white, tinged with pink on the breast- and abdomen. 
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The nestling is rufous above aud pale fulvous below, finely and 
closely barred with black or dark brown. 

Iris dark ; legs and feet black ; bill black, pale at base of lower 
mandible (Butler). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from 
gape * 8 . 

Distribution. This Shrike was obtained by Colonel Butler at 
Deesa in Northern Guzerat in September. Dr. Scully states that 
it occurs in Gilgit during the autumn migration, and he obseiwed 
it in that district in September and November. It has not been 
recorded from any other portion of the Empire. 

In summer this Shrike is found in Turkestan, and westwards to 
Europe. In winter it extends to South Africa *. 

479. Lanins isabellinus. The Pale-brown Shrike. 

Lanins isabellinus, Ehrenb. Symb. Pkys., Aves, fol. e, note (1828) ; 
Wald. Ibis, 1867, p. 224, partim . ; Hume , Cat . no. 262; Gadoiv , 
Cat B. M. viii, p. 277; Scully, Ibis , 1881, p. 433; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p, 146. 

Lanius arenarius, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xv, p. 304 (1846) ; Jerd. B. I. 
i, p. 407 ; Wald. Ibis , 1867, p. 223; Hume §• Henders. Lah. to 
Yarh. p. 183, pi. iii ; Hume , S. F. i, p. 174 ; Butler, S. F. iii, 
p. 464 ; Scully , S. F. iv, p. 137. 

Coloration. Crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars, upper rump, 
and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown with a tinge of rufous ; fore- 
head pale rufous ; lower rump and upper tail-coverts rather bright 
rufous ; tail dull rufous ; feathers at base of upper mandible, lores, 
and eyebrow fulvous- white ; a spot in front of the eye and the 
ear-coverts black ; entire lower plumage pale fulvous, tinged with 
rosy buff on the flanks in freshly moulted birds; wings brown 
edged with fulvous, the primaries with a white spot at base barely 
visible beyond the primary-coverts. 

The young is pale fulvous, the upper plumage closely barred with 
black and the lower with some wavy cross-bars. 

Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown, horny flesh-colour below except 
tip of lower mandible ; legs and feet slaty black (Butler). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 3*4; wing 3-6; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *85. 


* Lanius aurimclatus , P. L. S. Mull., has been recorded from Daulatpur 
in Sind by Mr. Murray, but under circumstances which render it somewhat 
doubtful whether the specimen said to have been procured at that place was 
really shot there. Hume ( 8 . F. vii, p. 116) and Blanford (8. F. vii, p. 526) 
have discussed the question, and the reader is referred to their remarks. I 
shall content myself with describing the specimen referred to as having been 
procured in Sind. It is a fully adult bird, and is contained in the Hume 
Collection. 

Forehead and lores white ; anterior half of crown and a broad band through 
the eye to the end of the ear-coverts black; remainder of crown and nape 
chestnut; sides of neck and the back black; upper rump ashy; lower ruirp, 
upper taU-coverls, and scapulars white ; wings black, with a large white patch 
on the primaries; tail white at base, then black and tipped white; lower 
plumage white. 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 9 ; bill from gape *85. 

2 h2 
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Some birds, apparently adult, have the ear-coverts brown. This 
character does not, however, appear to be sexual. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the north-west portion of the 
Empire, where it is found from August or September to March. 
This species has been observed as far east as Mughal Sarai, near 
Benares, and south to Outch, Kattywar, Seoni, and Raipur. 

In winter it extends to Afghanistan, Persia, Arabia, and portions 
of north-east Africa. In summer it is found in Turkestan and 
Kashghar, where it breeds. 

480. Lanius phcenicuroides. The Rufous Shrike. 

Lanius isabellinus (Hempr. fy JEkrenb .), apud Walden , Ibis, 1867, 
p. 224 partim, pi. v, fig. 1. 

Lanius phoenicuroides, Severtz . Journ. fur Orn. 1873, p. 347 (descr. 
nulla) ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 434 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 278. 

Coloration. Resembles L. isabellinus. DifEers in having the 
crown distinctly rufous and the back ashy brown, the two parts 
contrasting ; the supercilium very distinctly defined and pure white ; 
the lores entirely deep black and the band through the eye extending 
to above the eye; the white patch on the primaries larger and 
projecting distinctly beyond the primary-coverts for about one fifth 
of an inch. 

Of the same size as L. isabellinus. 

Distribution , A specimen of this species obtained by Dr. Gould 
at Hyderabad, in Sind, is figured by Lord Walden (l. e.). Scully 
informs us that he observed this species in Gilgit during the 
autumn migration, and Biddulph procured it at the same place in 
September and October. 

Outside our limits this species appears to have much the same 
distribution as L. isabellinus. 

L. speculigerus has occurred at Kandahar and may be found here- 
after in the Punjab or Sind. Prom I. isabellinus it differs in having 
the whole of the lores deep black and from L. phoenicuroides in having 
the white wing-patch extremely large and projecting quite one 
third of an inch beyond the primary-coverts. These three species 
of rufous-tailed Shrikes are very distinct, and it is not difficult to 
separate them. 

481. Lanius cristatus. The Brown Shrike. 

Lanius cristatus, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 134 ; Jerd. JB. I. i, p. 406 ; 
Wald. Ibis , 1867, p. 212 ; Hume, N. JE. p. 176 ; id. 8g Menders. 
Lah. to Yark. p 182 : Butler, S. F. iii, p. 464 ; Andei's. Yunnan 
JExped., Aces , p. 646 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl . p. 377 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 261 ; Gadow , Cat. B. M. viii, p. 271 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 252 ; 
Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 145 : Hume, S. F. xi, p. 92 : Oates in Hume's 
N. §■ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 326. 

Lanius phcenicurus, Fall. Reis. Buss. Reichs, iii, p. 693 (1776) ; 

Wald. Ibis, 1867, p. 216, pi. v, fig. 2. 

Enneoctonus cristatus (Linn.), JBorsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 167. 

KdJzh&ti, Beng. ; Kher Khetta , Hind. ; Batti gadu , Batti-kiriti-qadu. 
Tel. ; Hnet-beioo, Burm. 
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Coloration. Eoreheacl and a well-defined supereilium white 
more or less pure according to age ; upper plumage and lesser 
wing-coverts reddish brown, purer and brighter red on the crown, 
nape, and sides of the neck ; median and greater coverts and quills 
dark brown margined with rufous ; tail reddish brown with pale 
tips ; cheeks, chin, and throat white ; remainder of lower plumage 
fulvous. to 

Perfect adults have no bars on either the upper or the lower 
plumage, but such unbarred birds are comparatively rare; the 
majority have traces of bars on the breast and flanks. Nestlings 
are profusely barred with dark brown on every portion of the 
plumage and the eye-baud is brown. It takes two or more years 
for this bird to attain mature plumage. 

The upper mandible in front of the nostrils and the tip of the 
lower dark horn ; remainder of the bill pale bluish ; mouth flesh- 
colour ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs bluish brown ; 
claws black. 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to the whole of the Empire except 
that portion lying to the west of a line roughly drawn from the 
Sutlej valley to Mount Abu ; Ceylon ; the Andamans. 

Although a winter visitor to India, there is evidence to show 
that this Shrike in some cases remains in portions of the Empire 
throughout the year. There are numerous specimens in the Hume 
Collection killed in the Andamans throughout the summer months. 
There is also in the British Museum a young bird killed at 
Ahmednagar in the Bombay Presidency on the 19th August which 
looks as if it had been bred in India. The nest of this species has 
not yet been discovered within our limits, but it may not im- 
probably be found on the higher ranges of the Himalayas, if not 
in some portions of the plains. 

In winter this Shrike is also found in Cochin China and Siam, 
the Malay peninsula and Southern China. In summer it is spread 
over Tibet, Mongolia, and portions of Siberia. 

L. superciliosus is closely allied to the present species, but it has 
the forehead and supereilium white, very plainly defined from the 
other parts of the head, and the whole upper plumage a rich 
chestnut. Hume is of opinion that this species is merely a stage 
of L. cristatus , but it appears to me to be a very distinct species 
confined to Japan, China, and the Malay peninsula and never 
found even in Burma. 

482. Lanins lucionensis. The Philippine Shrike. 

Lanius lucionensis, Linn. Syst. Nat . i, p. 135 (1766) ; Wald . Ibis, 
t 1867, p. 215 ; Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 199 ; Wald. Trans. Z. 8. ix, p. 171, 
pi. xxix, fig. 1 ; Hume fy Dav. S. F. yi, p. 205 ; Legge , Birds 
Ceyl. p. 378, note ; Hume, Cat . no/ 261 bis ; Oates, B . B. i, p. 251 ; 
Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 274. 
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Coloration . The forehead and a distinct supercilium greyish 
white ; the feathers immediately at the base of the upper mandible, 
the lores, and a broad streak passing through the eyes and covering 
the ear-coverts black ; the whole upper plumage and scapulars 
greyish brown, tinged with rufous on the rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; tail brown, tinged with rufous and tipped paler; chin, 
throat, and sides of neck white ; remainder of lower plumage pale 
buff; the coverts and the wing dark brown, each feather edged 
with rufous, more broadly so on the tertiaries than elsewhere. 

The young have the upper plumage brown closely barred with 
black, and the lower plumage yellowish or huffy white; all the 
feathers except those on the chin, throat, middle of breast, and 
abdomen barred with dark brown. 

Legs and feet dull leaden blue; the upper mandible horny 
brown, edged whitish near the gape ; the terminal third of the 
lower mandible horny brown ; the basal two thirds bluish or 
fleshy white ; irides brown (Davison), 

Length 8 ; tail 3*6 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution, The Andamans and Nicobars ; the extreme southern 
part of Tenasserim ; the Mergui Islands. In the Andamans this 
Shrike appears to be a permanent resident, for in the Hume 
Collection are specimens killed in these islands in almost every 
month of the year. It is said to have occurred in Ceylon. 

In winter this species is found in the Malay peninsula and the 
Philippine Islands, and it passes the summer in Northern China. 

483. Lanins tigrinus. The Thick-billed Shrike. 

Lanius tigrinus, Drapiez , Diet. Class. Hist . Nat xiii, p. 523 (1828) ; 
Blyth , Cat. p. 152 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 289. 

Lanius magnirosrris, Lesson , Voy. Belanger , p. 251 (1834) ; Wald. 
Ibis, 1867, p. 220, pi. vi, 1871, p. 173 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. j F. vi, 
p. 203 ; Hume, Cat. no. 260 quat. ; Oates, B. B. i. p. 253. 

Enneoctonus tigrinus (Drap.), Morsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 168. 

Coloration. The whole head above, nape, sides of neck, and a 
portion of the upper hack grey ; the forehead, lores, and a broad 
band covering the eye and ear-coverts black; back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts, the scapulars, and the lesser and median wing- 
coverts chestnut, barred across with black; greater .wing-coverts 
and tertiaries dull chestnut, dusky interiorly and tipped pale; pri- 
maries and secondaries brown, edged narrowly with rufous ; tail 
reddish brown, all but the middle pair of feathers tipped with 
white ; the whole tail obsoletely barred across, and with a darker 
bar in front of the white tips ; the entire lower plumage creamy 
white, a small portion of the flanks near the thighs barred with 
brown. 

The young have the whole upper plumage, including the head, 
reddish brown closely barred with black; and the whole lower 
plumage, except the throat and the middle of the breast and abdo- 
men, is barred with dark brov n ; there is no black stripe on the 
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side of the head, the whole of that part, being fulvous speckled and 
mottled with brown ; the quills and tail are the same as in the 
adult. 

Birds in adult plumage are comparatively rare, but are met with 
at all seasons of the year. The majority of birds of both sexes are 
in various stages of immature plumage, showing that the adult 
plumage is not assumed under two or three years. 

Legs and feet pale plumbeous blue, lavender-blue, sometimes 
almost smalt-blue ; irides brown ; edges of eyelids black ; more or 
less of both mandibles pale plumbeous or pale dull blue {Hume & 
Davison ). 

Length 6-8 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution . The extreme southern part of Tenasserim. 

This species occurs in winter in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, 
and Siam, and it breeds in China. 


Genus HEMPUS, Hodgs., 1845. 

The genus Hemipus contains three species, two of which are 
found within our limits and one in the Malay peninsula. 

These birds have the habits of Ply catchers, catching their insect 
prey entirely in the air, and generally perching on the summits of 
high trees. 

In Hemipus the sexes differ in colour. The bill is about half 
the length of the head, very much depressed and rather wide, the 
nostrils nearly hidden by hairs. The wing is pointed and the tail 
graduated. The plumage is a mixture of black or brown with white 


Key to the Species. 


a. Head and back glossy black . , 

b. Head glossy black, back brown 

c. Head and back brown 


H. pieatus $ , p. 471. 
H. capitalis S , p- 472. 
j H. pieatus 5 j p- 471. 

I JET. capitalis § > p- 472. 


484. Hemipus pieatus. The Black-baclced Pied Shrike . 

Muscicapa picata, Sykes, P. Z. S. 3 832, p. 85. 

Hemipus pieatus (Sykes). JBlyth, Cat. p. 154 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . i, 
p. 136 ; Jerd. JB. I. i, p. 412 ; Hume , N. fy JE. p.*178 ; id. S. F. i, 
p. 435, iii, p. 93 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. iii, p. 307 j Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 375 ; Hume § Dav. S. F. vi, p. 207 ; Ball, S. F. vii.p. 210 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 267 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 365 ; Oates, JB. B. i, 
p. 258 ; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 148 ; Hume } S. F. xi, p. 93 ; Oates 
in Hume's JST. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 327. 

The Little Pied Shrike , Jerd. ; Viyum-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration . Male. The upper plumage with the lores and ear- 
coverts glossy brown ; the rump-feathers broadly tipped with 
white ; chin, vent, and under tail-coverts pure white ; the remainder 
of the lower plumage pale vinaceous ; cheeks and sides of the neck 
white, produced so as to form an indistinct white collar round the 
neck ; lesser wing-coverts black ; median coverts black, broadly 
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tipped with white ; the outer greater coverts black ; the inner ones 
white on the outer and black on the inner webs ; primary-coverts 
and all the quills black ; the later secondaries broadly edged with 
white ; tail black, all but the middle feathers tipped with white, 
the white on the outermost feathers extending over the whole 
outer web. 



Fig. 140. — Head of H. pioatus. 


Female. Similar to the male, but the black is replaced by sooty 
brown. 

The young resemble the female, but have the upper plumage 
barred with rufous and the wing-coverts mottled with brown. 

Bill black ; inside of the mouth bluish black ; iris hazel ; eyelicfs 
plumbeous ; legs plumbeous brown ; claws dark brown. 

Length 5-4 ; tail 2-4 ; wing 2 m 5 ; tarsus *45 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution. The Sdtpura hills and the whole of Western India 
from Mahableshwar to Cape Comorin ; Mysore ; Ceylon ; the 
Oudh and Sikhim terais ; Chutia Ndgpur ; Tipperah ; Manipur ; 
Karennee ; the whole of Burma to the extreme south of Tenas- 
serim. This species extends to Siam and Cochin China. 

Habits , <$*c. A nest found by Davison at Ootacamund in March 
was a small shallow cup made of grass and roots, and covered with 
cobwebs and lichens. It was placed in tbe branch of a tree and 
contained three eggs, which were pale green marked with umber- 
brown, and measured *69 by -49. 

485. Hemipus capitalis. The Brown-backed Pied Shrike. 

Muscicapa capitalis, McClelland , P. Z. S. 1839, p. 157. 

Hemipus capitalis (McClell.), Blyth , Cat. p. 154 ; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99; Sharpe, Cat B. M. iii, p. 306 ; 
Hume § Dav . S. F. vi, p. 208 ; Hume, Cat no. 267 A ; Anders. 
Yunnan Hoped., Aves, p. 647 ; Oates in Hume's N. & H. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 328. 

Coloration. Besembles H. picatus. The male differs from the 
male of that species in having the back, scapulars, and rump 
smoky brown. The females of the two species are undistinguishable. 

Of the same size as H. picatus. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwdl to Assam ; the hill- 
tracts of Assam down to Manipur ; the Kakhyen hills east of 
Bhamo. 

The difference in the colour of the back of JET. picatus and H. cap- 
italis is correlated with different areas of distribution, and the two 
species appear to be perfectly distinct. 

Habits , dfc. Breeds in Sikhim from May to August, constructing 
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a shallow nest of fine grass coated with cobwebs and bits of leaves 
in small trees. The eggs, apparently always two in number, are 
greenish white marked with brown and measure about *65 by ’53.* 


Genus TEPHRODORNIS, Swains., 1831. 

The genus Tephrodornis contains a few arboreal Shrikes of a grey 
colour. They are more or less gregarious, occurring in small 
bands of from four to six individuals, more rarely in pairs, and 
they never descend to the ground, nor do they catch insects on the 
wing. These Wood-Shrikes search the leaves of trees and they 
are only found in forests or in well- wooded localities. 

In lephrodornis the bill is very strong and about three quarters 
the length of the head, strongly hookea and notched ; the nasal 
bristles or hairs are very numerous and entirely conceal the nostrils; 
the wing is blunt ; the tail short and square and the feet feeble. 
The feathers of the rump are exceedingly ample and their shafts 
are soft. In one Indian species the sexes are alike, in two others 
slightly different. All three species are resident. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Tail almost entirely brown ; wing consider- 

ably over 4 inches. 

a!. Head grey ; back ashy brown 

b'. Head and back uniform bluish ashy .... 

b. Outer tail-feathers white; wing considerably 

under 4 inches 


T. pelvicus , p. 473. 

T. sylvicola, p. 474. 

T. pondicerianus, p. 475. 


486. Tephrodornis pelvicus. The Nepal Wood-Shrike. 

Tentheca pelvica, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. i, p. 447 (1837). 

Tephrodornis pelvica (Hodgs.), Blyth , Cat. p. 153 ; Horsf. <$r M. Cat. 
i, p. 171 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 409 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 156 ; 
Hume, S. F. iii, p. 92 ; Shaiye, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 276 ; Hume $ 
Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 205 ; Hume , Cat. no. 263 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 256 ; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 93 ; Oates, in Humds N. F. 2nd ed. i, p. 330. 
Ramnun-pho, Rabnun-pho, Lepch. 

Coloration. Male . Forehead, crown, and nape ashy grey ; back, 
scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown ; rump ashy brown, 
tipped with white and obscurely barred with brown ; the shorter 


* Blyth gives Hemipus obscums, Horsf., from Mergui (Birds Burm. p. 122). 
He gives no authority for the occurrence of this species in Tenasserim, and 
probably accepted the statement on insufficient grounds. This. Pied Shrike, so 
far as is known, occurs no further north than Malacca, and it is unlikely to 
occur in Tenasserim, where Davison failed to meet with it. I shall therefore 
not include it in this work, but I give a short description of the bird in order 
that it may be identified if met with. 

Male. The wings, tail, and the whole upper plumage black, . except the shorter 
upper tail-coverts and the tips of the rump-feathers, which are white ; the 
whole lower plumage and cheeks white, tinged with grey on the breast 

Female. Brown wherever the male is black. 

Length about 6 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus *45 ; bill from gape *8. 
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upper tail-coverts white, the longer ones ashy brown ; tail ashy 
brown with a rufous tinge, all the feathers narrowly tipped with 
whitish; the shafts reddish, brown; greater wing-coverts ashy 
brown, edged brighter ; quills ashy brown with rufous shafts, all 
edged and tipped brighter; nasal plumes, lores, ear-coverts, and 
feathers under the eye black ; under this black a broad white streak ; 
lower plumage cinereous, tinged with buff on the breast and becoming 
albescent on the abdomen ; vent and under tail-coverts pure white. 



.Fig. 141.— Head of T.pelvwus . 

Female. The forehead, crown, and nape of the same colour as 
the back ; band through the eye pale brown ; otherwise not differing 
from the male. 

The young resemble the adult female, but have the margins of 
all the feathers of the upper plumage whitish, forming cross bars. 

In -the male the bill is black; eyelids dark plumbeous; iris 
yellowish brown ; legs plumbeous brown ; claws dark horn-colour. 
In the female the bill is brown ; the gape and the base of both 
mandibles flesh-coloured. 

Length 8-5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Nepal to, Assam up to about 
4000 feet ; the whole of the hill-tracts of Assam ranging south 
throughout the whole of Burma and Karennee. 

This species probably extends down the Malay peninsula for 
some distance, but the point where it meets the allied T. gularis 
is not known. It is found in Siam and China. 

T. gularis differs from T. pelvicus , so far as the adult males are 
concerned, in having the crown and back of the same deep bluish 
ashy and the tail nearly black. The former runs very close to 
T. sylvicola . 

Habits, #c. A nest of this species found in Sikhim at 3000 feet 
was a massive cup made of tendrils of creepers and stems of plants 
and decorated with the flower-stems of grasses. It was obtained 
in April and contained four eggs, white marked with yellowish 
brown and measuring about *93 by *73. 

487. Tephrodomis sylvicola. The Malabar Wood-Shrike. 

Tephrodornis sylvicola, Jordon, Madr. Journ . L. 8. x, p. 286 (1839) ; 
JBlyth, Cat . p. 153 ; Jerd. B, L i, p. 409 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iii, 
p. 277 ; Hume, Cat. no. 264 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 365 ; Bames, 
Birds Bom. p. 147 ; Oates in Hume's N, fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 331. 

Phari htora, Hind. 

Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes, lores, and a broad band round 
the eye to the ear-coverts black ; forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, 
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and back bluish ashy ; rump, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts 
brown tinged with ashy ; a baud o£ white on the lower rump ; 
upper tail-coverts dark brown ; wings, tail, median and greater 
wing-coverts brown; lower plumage pale vinaceous, turning to 
pure white on the lower abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts. 

Female. Differs from the male in having hardly any tinge of ashy 
on the upper plumage and in having the eye-band brown. 

Bill and claws black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous ; iris oil- or 
greenish yellow (Davison). 

Length about 8*5; tail 3*3; wing 4*4; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. The western coast of India from Belgaum to 
Travancore. This species ascends the Nilgiris and other hill- 
ranges up to about 5500 feet. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds in Mysore in April. A nest found in that 
state was composed of roots and fibres woven into a shallow cup 
and covered with cobwebs and lichens, and was placed in a tree. 
The eggs, two in number, were white marked with blackish brown 
and inky-purple and measured *98 by *73. 

488. Tephrodornis pondicerianus. The Common Wood-Shrike. 

Muscicapa pcmdiceriana, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i, p. 939 (1788). 

Tephrodornis aflinis, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 473 (1847) ; id. Cat. 
p. 153 ; Hume , S. F. i, p. 434 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 276. 

Tephrodornis pondiceriana ( Gm .), Blyth, Cat. p. 153; Horsf. 8f M. 
Cat. i, p. 169 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 410 ; Hume, N. 8p JE. p. 176 ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 275 ; Anders . Yunnan, Hoped., Aves, p. 646 ; 
Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 372 ; Hume, Cat. no. 265 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 254 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 147 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy J2. 2nd 
ed. i, p. 832. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage with the lesser wing- 
coverts ashy brown, the rump-feathers tipped with white ; upper 
tail-coverts dark brown ; a broad supercilium white, tinged with 
rufous ; lores, cheeks, and feathers under the eye dark brown ; 
lower plumage ashy, whiter on the throat and abdomen and darker 
on the flanks ; under tail-coverts white ; wings, with the median 
and greater coverts, ashy brown, each feather very narrowly edged 
paler ; the two outer pairs of tail-feathers white, the bases brown 
and with a brown patch near the tip ; the remaining feathers en- 
tirely dark brown, the median feathers tinged with ashy. 

The nestling is banded with rufous above and slightly mottled 
with brown below. 

Bill dark horn-colour; inside of mouth flesh-colour; eyelids 
plumbeous ; iris yellowish brown ; legs and feet dark plumbeous 
brown ; claws dark horn-colour. 

Length about 6*5; tail 2*7; wing 3*3; tarsus *75; bill from 
gape *88. 

The plumage of this species varies considerably in different parts 
of its range, especially with reference to the depth of colour and 
the extent and purity of the white of the supercilium. 

Distribution. This species is found over nearly the whole Empire 



476 


LAiNTlJDiE t 


in suitable localities, but does not asceud the Himalayas to any 
great height. It is also found in Ceylon. It appears to be absent 
from the whole of Tenasserim, and the Sittoung river is probably 
its eastern limit in Burma. 

Halits, Sfc. Breeds from February to June according to locality, 
constructing a very beautiful nest of vegetable fibres and roots 
thickly coated with cobwebs and bits of bark on a branch of a tree. 
The eggs, usually three in number, are white marked with various 
shades of purple and brown and measure about *75 by *61. 



Fig. 142,— Head of P. ardesiacns 


Genus PLATYLOPHTTS, Swains., 1831. 

The genus Platylophus contains a few species of birds which are 
characterized by a remarkable crest of long broad feathers several 
inches in length. One species is found within our limits and 
others further south. 
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In Platylophus the bill is very strong, about three quarters the 
length of the head, strongly curved, notched, laterally compressed, 
and deep ; the nostrils are concealed by numerous close-set hairs ; 
the wing is very rounded and the tail ample and well graduated ; 
the tarsus is short and stout. The sexes are alike. 

489. Platylophus ardesiacus. The Jay-Shrike . 

Lophocitta ardesiaca, Cabanis , Mus. Hein, i, p. 219 (1850). 

Platylophus galericulatus, partim, Elliot , Ibis, 1878, p. 54. 

Platylophus ardesiacus ( Cab .), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 317; Hume 
Dav . 8 . F. vi, p. 380; Hume, Cat . no. 658 ter ; Oates , B . B . i, 
p. 410. 

Coloration. The whole head, crest, and neck very dark brown, 
almost black ; a large white patch ou each side of the neck, the 
two nearly meeting behind ; a spot of white on the upper eyelid 
and another on the lower behind the centre of the eye; upper 
plumage and the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail rufescent 
olive-brown ; lower plumage varying from dark slaty brown to 
dark olive-brown. 

The young have the lower plumage barred with black and white 
and the feathers of the upper plumage tipped and margined with 
rufous. 

Legs, feet, claws and bill black ; eyelid dark brownish black ; 
iris reddish brown, varying from rhubarb-brown to litharge-red 
(Hume Davison ). 

Length about 11 ; tail 5 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 
T35. 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim. This species 
extends down the Malay peninsula, but is replaced in Sumatra by 
P. ooronatus , a rufous-brown species, and in Java by P. galericulatus , 
a black species. 

Habits , Sfc. Inhabits evergreen forest, restless, always on the 
move and strictly arboreal. Note, a sharp metallic rattle. Gene- 
rally found in pairs. 

Genus PEBICR0C0TUS, Boie, 1826. 

The genus Pericrocotus contains an assemblage of species, the ma- 

E of which are of very brilliant plumage, scarlet and yellow 
^ the predominant colours. They are found only in India and 
Eastern Asia. 

The birds of this genus are remarkable for the stiffened shafts 
of the feathers of the rump. This character is shared by the next 
two genera. In the larger species these stiffened shafts can easily 
be felt by the fingers, but in the smaller species the rigidity of the 
shafts is ascertained with difficulty although always present. 

Some of the Minivets are migratory, but their migrations appear 
to be of limited extent, with the exception of two or three species 
which wander according to season from China, and even Japan, 
down to Singapore and the Islands. 
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In Pericrocotus the bill is half the length of the head, strong, 
hooked and notched; the nostrils are concealed by plumes; the 
wing is long and pointed, the tail greatly graduated, and the feet 
weak. In all the species the sexes are very differently coloured 
except in two, in which the colours are very dull and the difference 
between the sexes comparatively trivial. 

The young bird resembles the female in general distribution of 
colours, but the whole upper plumage is barred with white, each 
bar being preceded by a black or brown line. 

The Minivets are strictly arboreal, going about in small flocks 
and searching the leaves and branches of trees for insects. 

Key to the Species . 

«. Tail black, and red ; upper tail-coverte red. 
a! Crown and back glossy black. 
a". Tertiaries with isolated red oval 
drops. 

a ut . hirst two primaries entirely black. 

n\ Tail exceeding 4 inches P. speciosm 3 , p. 479. 

6 4 . Tail not exceeding 3'5 inches. . P.frater cuius 3 , p. 481. 
b n '. First three primaries entirely 
black. 

c 4 . Middle pair of tail-feathers en- 
tirely, or nearly entirely, black. P. andamanensis 3 , p. 481. 
d 4 . Middle pair of tail-feathers with 

the outer webs red P. fiammifer 3 , p. 482. 

c'" First four primaries entirely black. P.Jlammem 3 , p. 482. 

6". Tertiaries with no isolated red oval 
drops. 

d'". Under wing-coverts and axillaries 
crimson. 

e\ Tail about 4 inches ; black of 
throat and red of breast meet- 
ing in a straight line P. bremrostru 3 , p. 483. 

/*. Tail about 8‘5 inches ; hlack of 
throat encroaching on red of 
breast in a rounded form .... P. neglects <3 , p. 484. 
e'”. Under wing-coverts and axillaries 

yellow P, igneus ( 3 , p. 484. 

b\ Crown and back ashy or grey ; never 
black. 

c". Wing considerably over 3 inches. 

Lower plumage bright scarlet . . P, Solaris 3 , p. 485. 

g n \ Lower plumage rosy red P. roseus 3 , p. 48(5. 

d”. Wing not exceeding 3 inches. 
h' n . Lower plumage variegated ; 
throat grey to black; breast 

scarlet P.peregrinus 3 > P- 487. 

i”' Lower plumage entirely of one 
colour. 

g*. Lower plumage pale yellow . . P. peregrinus J , p. 487. 
h\ Lower plumage bright yellow. P. igneus $ , p. 484. 

1. Tail black and yellow ; upper tail-coverts 
yellow. 
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c\ Tertiaries with isolated yellow oval 
drops. 

e' f . First three primaries plain. 

k'". Tail exceeding 4 inches P. speciosus 2 , p. 479. 

l nt . Tail not exceeding 3 5 inches . . P. fr at er cuius 2; p. 481. 
f\ First four primaries plain. 

m Uf . Forehead and lower plumage 
orange-yellow. 

i 4 . Tail about 8*6 inches P. andamanmsis 2? p* 481. 

k 4 . Tail about 8T inches P. flammifer $, p. 482. 

n ,n . Forehead and lower plumage 

pure yellow P. flammeus 2 > p- 482. 

d'. Tertiaries with no isolated yellow oval 
drops. 

g". Crown of head not concolorous with 

lower back P. Solaris 2; P» 485. 

h ". Crown of head concolorous with 
back. 

o'" . Rump and upper tail-coverts 
pure deep yellow. 

I 4 , Tail about 4 inches P. brevirostris 2 > p- 483. 

m 4 . Tail about 8*5 inches P. neglectus 2 j p- 484. 

p"\ Rump and upper tail-coverts 

olive-yellow margined with yellow. P. roseus 2; p.486. 
c. Tail black and white ; upper tail-coverts 
grey, brown, or black. 
e\ Rump red, or white marked with red. 
i". Dark parts of upper plumage glossy 
black. 

q"\ Forehead and chin black P. erythropyyius <$ , p. 488. 

r"\ Forehead and chin white P. albifrons <$, p. 489. 

7c ' Dark parts of upper plumage smoky 
brown. 

s'". Rump uniformly orange-red . . P. erythropygius 2 , p* 488 
t"\ Rump white with a few red 

streaks P. albifrons 2 , p* 489. 

/'. Rump without a trace of red. 

I”. Back and rump the same colour. . P. cinereus , p. 489. 
m". Rump conspicuously paler than 

back P. cantonensis , p. 490. 

The males and females of the first five species are characterized 
by the presence of oval drops on the tertiaries. 

490. Pericrocotus speciosus. The Indian Scarlet Minivet . 

Turdus speciosus, Lath . Ind. Orn. i, p. 363 (1790). 

Phoenicornis elegans, McCleU. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 156. 

Pericrocotus speciosus (Lath.), Blyth, Cat . p. 192 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat. 
i, p. 143 : Jerd. B. I. i, p. 419 ; 1 Hume, 2V. Sr F. p. 182 ; Sharpe , , 
S. F iv, p. 206 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 192 j Ball , S. F. v, p. 414, vii, 
p. 210 ; Sharpe] Cat. B. M. iv, p. 71 ; Hume, Cat . no. 271 ; Sevdly , 
S. F. viii, p. 268 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 151 ; Oates in Hume’s 
N. Sr F. 2nd ed. i, p. 335. 

Pericrocotus elegans ( McClell . ), apud Anders. Yunnan JExped ., Aves } 
p. 648. 

The Large Minivet , Jerd. ; Sahili, Sath suki Jcapi, Hind. 
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Coloration . Male. The whole head, back, scapulars, and lesser 
coverts glossy black ; lower surface from behind the throat, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and under wing-coverts scarlet ; greater coverts 
black, very broadly tipped with scarlet ; primaries black with a 
band of scarlet across all but the first two ; secondaries scarlet at 
the base and black elsewhere ; each of the later secondaries with 
a scarlet oval drop near the extremity of the outer web ; tail scarlet, 
except the middle pair of feathers and the bases of the others, which 
are black. 

Female . Forehead, paling posteriorly up to the crown of the 
head, the sides of the head, and the whole lower plumage yellow ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts yellow tinged with green ; back of 
the head, back, scapulars, and lesser coverts deep grey ; greater 
coverts blackish tipped with grey ; primaries dark brown, with a 
band of yellow across all but the first three ; secondaries dark 
brown, the bases of all bright yellow ; the later secondaries with 
an oval yellow spot near the tips of the outer webs ; tertiaries 
plain dark brown ; middle tail-feathers black ; the next pair black, 
with the terminal half of the outer web yellow ; remaining feathers 
yellow with the bases black. 

Bill and legs black ; iris brown {Hume Coll.). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*3 ; wing 4*15 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from 
gape *95. 

The third primary in this species is sometimes entirely black, 
and in the same way the middle pair of tail-feathers are occasionally 
slightly margined with scarlet. 



Fig. 143. — Head of P. speciosus. 


Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to the extreme 
eastern part of Assam up to elevations of 5000 or 6000 feet; 
the N.W. Provinces and Oudh ; Chutia Nagpur and the Central 
Provinces as far south as Bastar and J eypore ; Bengal ; Assam 
and all the hill-ranges southwards to Manipur and extending to the 
Kakhyen hills east of Bhamo. Pea recently procured this bird in 
Karennee. 

This species overlaps the range of the next in the hill-tracts of 
Assam and Northern Burma, but there is no evidence to show that 
the two species interbreed, nor Have I seen any specimen which 
could not be with certainty assigned to one or the other. 

Habits , fyc. According to Hodgson P. sjpeciosm commences to 
breed in April and constructs a beautiful cup-shaped nest of moss 
and moss-roots coated with lichens and spiders’ webs in a slender 
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branch o£ a tree. Some eggs of this bird found by Hutton are 
described as being greyish white marked with yellowish brown and 
inky purple and measuring *9 by *7 2. 

The next species has usually been identified with McClelland's 
Pericrocotus elegans from Assam. His type, however, which is 
still preserved in the British Museum, is clearly referable to 
P. speciosus. 

491. Pericrocotus fraterculus. The Burmese Scarlet Minivet. 

Pericrocotus rutilus, Gould . teste Gray , Hand-list i, p. 335, u Pegu 19 
(1869, descr. nulla). 

Pericrocotus elegans, McClell ., apud Hume , 8, P. iii, p. 95; Sharpe, 
8. F. iv, p. 206 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p 194 ; Hume # Dav. 8, P. vi, 
p. 211 : Sharpe , Cat B. M. iv, p. 73 ; Hume , Cat no. 271 ter : 
Oates , B. B . i, p. 236. 

Pericrocotus fraterculus, Sioinhoe , Ibis, 1870, p. 244. 

Pericrocotus speciosus ( Lath .), apud Blyth $ Wald. Birds Burm . 
p. 123. 

Hnet-mintha, Burra. 

Coloration . Resembles P. speciosus . The male differs in having 
both wing and tail constantly smaller, and in the outer webs of 
the middle pair of tail-feathers being as a rule, but not always, 
entirely red. The females merely differ in size. 

Bill and legs black; inside of mouth flesh-colour; iris dark 
brown ; eyelids grey ; claws dark horn. 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape -9. 

Distribution . The most northern locality from which I have been 
able to examine a specimen of this bird is Tippuk in Assam. I 
have also seen specimens from the Kh4si hills and Manipur. 
Thence the present species is spread over the whole of ^ Burma 
to the extreme south of Tenasserim, and extends into Siam and 
China. 


492. Pericrocotus andamanensis. The Andamanese 
Scarlet Minivet. 

Pericrocotus andamanensis, Tytler , Beavan , Ibis , 1867, p. 322 ; 
Walden , Ibis, 1873, p. 309 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 208 $ id. 8. F. v, 
p. 195 ; id. Cat no. 271 bis ; Sharpe , Cat B. M. iv, p. 73. 

Coloration. Resembles P. speciosus . The male differs in having 
the first three primaries entirely black. The female differs in 
having the first four primaries entirely blackish and the forehead 
and entire lower plumage orange-yellow, not pure yellow. This 
species is also considerably smaller than P. speciosus. 

Iris dark brown ; bill and feet black ( Wardlaiu Ramsay ). 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3’6 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution . The Andamans. 

VOL. i. 2 1 
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493. Pericrocotns flammifer. Davison's Scarlet Minivet 

Pericrocotus flammifer, Hume, S. F. iii, p. 321 note (1875); v, 
p. 195 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 211, 508 ; Hume, Cat no. 273 
quat. ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. iv, p. 74 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 237. 

Coloration . Besembles P. speciosus. The male differs from the 
male of that species in having the first three primaries entirely 
black and the outer webs of the middle pair of tail-feathers red ; 
also in being much smaller. From the male of P. andamanensis it 
differs only in the colour of the tail and its smaller size. 

The female differs from the female of P. speciosus in having the 
first four primaries plain brown, and the forehead and lower 
plumage orange-yellow. From the female of P. andamanensis 
merely in size. 

Length rather more than 7 ; tail 3-1 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *65 ; 
bill from gape '85. 

Distribution . Tenasserim from ISTwalabo mountain southwards, 
extending into the Malay peninsula. 


494. Pericrocotus flammeus. The Orange Minivet . 

Muscicapa flammea, Forster, Ind. Zool. p. 25 (1781). 

Pericrocotus flammeus ( Forst . ), Blyth, Cat p. 192 ; Horsf. M. 
Cat i, p. 142 ; Jerd . B . 1, i, p. 420 ; Hume , N. F. p. 182 ; 
Sharpe, S. F. iv, p. 208 ; Hume, S. F. iy, p. 394, v, p. 197 ; 
id. Cat no. 272 ; Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 363 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
iy, p. 75 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 366 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 161 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 336. 

Phan balal-chasm, Hind. ; Suli sangam (c?), Arsan buradi ( 5 ) of the 
Halapyks (Jerd.) ; Gene-kurula, Ceyl. 

Coloration . .Resembles P. speciosus. The male differs from the 
male of that species in having the red parts of the plumage some- 
what paler and flame-coloured; also in having the first four 
primaries unmarked with red except in rare instances, when a mere 
line of red may be seen on the fourth primary. The female differs 
from the female of P. speciosus in having the first four primaries 
unmarked with yellow. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris dark brown ( Hume Coll.). 

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution . The "Western Ghats of India from Khandala to Cape 
Comorin. This species is found both at the base of the GMts and 
at considerable elevations, Davison recording it even from Oota- 
camund, where, however, it appears to be rare. It extends into 
Ceylon. G-odwin- Austen, probably by an oversight, records this 
bird from the Khasi hills (J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99). 

Habits , $c. Breeds on the Nilgiris from June to September, 
constructing a cup-shaped nest in a branch at a considerable height 
from the ground. The nest is composed of the finest little twigs 
and coated over externally with lichens. The eggs are pale sea- 
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green marked with pale yellowish brown and appear to measure 
about *9 by *67. 

P. ocanthogaster from Sumatra and Borneo and P. exsul from 
Java belong to this section of the Minivets. 


495, Pericrocotus brevirostris. The Short-billed Minivet. 

Muscipeta brevirostris, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 48. 

PhcBnicornis brevirostris ( Vigors ), Gould, Cent. pi. 8. 

Pericrocotus brevirostris ( Vigors), Blyth, Cat . p. 193 ; Horsf. fy M. 
Cat . i, p. 141 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 421 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, 

? t. ii, p. 27 ; Senders. §• Hume , Lali. to Yark. p. 184 ; Hume, 
7. $ E. p. 183 ; Sharpe, 8. F. iv, p. 209 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 187 ; 
Hume Sr Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 211 ; Anders . Yunnan Exped., Aves, 
p. 648 ; Hume, Cab. no. 273 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 268 ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. M. iv, p. 79; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 435; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 240 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 152 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 96 ; Oates 
in Hume's 2V. <§• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 337, 

Coloration . Male. The whole head, back, scapulars, lesser wing- 
coverts, sides of the head, and throat glossy black ; entire lower 
surface, rump, and upper tail-coverts crimson ; greater coverts 
black, tipped with crimson ; primaries black, all except the first 
four with a crimson patch upon them ; secondaries crimson on the 
basal half and black on the terminal half ; tertiaries wholly black ; 
middle tail-feathers black ; the next pair black with the greater 
portion of the outer web red ; the others all red, except at the 
bases, where they are black. 

lemale. Forehead, rump, upper tail-coverts, and all the lower 
plumage yellow ; ear-coverts greyish yellow ; crown of the head, 
back, and scapulars ashy green ; lesser wing-coverts brown, edged 
with green ; median and greater coverts brown, tipped with yellow; 
wing brown, marked with yellow in the same manner as the male 
is marked with red ; tail also as in the male, the red being replaced 
by yellow. 

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown (Jerd on). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 4 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape *75. 

The intensity of the colouring of this species varies much ac- 
cording to locality. Specimens from Sikhim and Assam and the 
tract of country reaching down to Tenasserim are a deep crimson, 
whereas skins from more western countries are a dull scarlet. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Murree and Grilgit to Assam, 
up to 10,000 feet of elevation ; the plains of India from the foot 
of the Himalayas to about the twentieth degree of north latitude, 
with the exception apparently of Sind, Cutch, and Elattywar. From 
Assam P. brevirostris ranges southwards through the hill-tracts as 
far as Karennee on the one side and to Arrakan, according to Blyth, 
on the other. I did not procure this species in Pegu, but a specimen 
obtained by Davison in the pine-forests of the Salween river, and 
now in the British Museum, is referable to it. 


2x2 
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To the east o£ India this bird extends into China and on the west 
to Afghanistan. 

P. brevirostris is said by many writers to be migratory and to be 
found in the Himalayas in summer and in the plains in winter. 
Scully, however, distinctly states that this species is found in 
G-ilgit in the winter, and he also observes that it is common in the 
valley of Nepal throughout the year. The alleged migratory habits 
of the bird therefore require confirmation. 

Habits, 6fc. Breeds in the Himalayas in May and June, con- 
structing a cup-shaped nest of fine twigs, grass, &c., covered with 
cobwebs and lichens, on a tolerably high branch of some tree. The 
eggs, three to five in number, are whitish marked with red and 
purple and measure about *7 5 by *58. 

P. miniatus from Java differs from P. brevirostris in having the 
greater wing-coverts entirely black. 

496. Pericrocotus neglectus. Hume 9 s Minivet. 

Pericrocotus neglectus, Hume , S. F. v, pp. 171, 189 (1877) ; Hume 
fy Dav . S. F. vi, p. 211 ; Hume, Cat . no. 273 ter ; Sharpe, Cat . 
B . AT. iv, p. 80 ; Oates , B . B. i, p. 241, note. 

Pericrocotus pulcherrimus, Salvadori, Ann . Mus. Civ . Gen. (2) v, 
p. 515 (1887), p. 580 (1888). 

Coloration. Eesembles the deep, richly coloured, eastern form of 
P. brevirostris. The tail of both sexes is, however, very much 
shorter, and in the male of P. neglectus the black of the throat reaches 
much further down the neck. 

Length about 6*5 ; tail, S 3-5, 5 3’2 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus *55 ; 
bill from gape ‘75. 

I would not recognize this species were it not for its isolated 
habitat and for its very short tail, as compared with the tail of 
P. brevirostris from all parts of India. Hume insists that the 
female of P. neglectus is of a wholly different type from the female 
of P. brevirostris ; but I cannot agree with him on this point, the 
females of the two species appearing to me to be of precisely the 
same colour. He also states (S. P. xi, p. 96) that P. neglectus is 
very common in Manipur. I can discover no skins of this species 
from that State in the series of Pericrocotus in the Hume Collection 
now in the British Museum. If P. neglectus does occur in Manipur, 
the main reason for separating it from P. brevirostris , viz. the 
different areas of distribution of the two species, disappears. 

I have compared the types of P. pulcherrimus with the types of 
P. neglectus , and find them to be the same species. 

Distribution . The slopes of Muleyit mountain, in Tenasserim, 
where this species was procured by both Davison and Pea. 

497. Pericrocotus igneus. The Fiery Minivet . 

Pericrocotus igneus, Blyth f J. A . S. B. xv, p. 309 (1846 ) ; id. Cat. 
p. 193; Sharpe, S. F. iv, p. 209 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 190; id. Cat. 
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no, 278 bis ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M, iv, p. 78 ; Hume fy Dav . 8. F. vi, 
p. 211 ; Oates , B . B. i, p. 239. 

Pericrocotus minutus, Strickland , Jard . Contr. Orn. 1849, p.94,pl.S2. 

Pericrocotus flagrans, JBoie, Bonap . Consp. Av. i, p. 357 (1850). 

Coloration . Male, The whole head, chin, throat, back, scapulars, 
and lesser wing-coverts glossy black ; the remainder of the lower 
plumage, the rump, and upper tail-coverts crimson ; greater coverts 
black, tipped with crimson ; primaries black, all but the first four 
with scarlet marks across them ; secondaries black, with orange 
bases; tertiaries wholly black ; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
yellow ; middle tail-feathers black ; the next pair black, with some 
red at the tip ; the remaining feathers red, except the bases, which 
are black. 

Female . The forehead, feathers round the eye, the under wing- 
coverts, and all the lower plumage bright yellow ; crown of the 
head, back, wing-coverts, and scapulars ashy, tinged with green ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts bright scarlet ; wing as in the male, 
the scarlet being replaced by orange-yellow ; tail as in the male, 
but the red paler. 

Bill, legs, and feet black (Hume Coll .). 

Length 6*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 3; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down 
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo, and Palawan; also 
"Western China. 

P. croceus, Sharpe, recently described from Perak, differs from 
P. igneus in having the red in the male replaced by yellow. 

P. wrayi , Sharpe, also from Perak, is of the P. igneus type ; but 
the male has a brown throat, and the female has the upper plumage 
deep plumbeous, the throat white, and the ear-coverts deep grey. 

498. Pericrocotus Solaris. The Yellow-throated Minivet . 

Pericrocotus Solaris, Blyth , J. A . S. JB. xv, p. 310 (1846) ; id. Cat. 
p. 193 ; Horsf. <$r M. Cat . i, p. 393 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 422 ; Blanf. 
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,p. 47 ; Sharpe, S. F. iv, p. 210 ; Hume, S. F. 
v, p. 186 ; Hume 8f Bav. S. F. vi, p. 212 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M \ iv, 
p. 82 ; Hume, Cat. no. 274 ; Oates, B. B . i, p. 238 ; Hume , S. F. 
xi, p. 97. 

Pericrocotus ruhro-limbatus, Salvadon , Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen . (2) v, 
p. 515 (1887), p. 582 (1888). 

Coloration. Male. The lores, the whole upper part of the head, 
the neck, hack, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts leaden black; 
chin, cheeks, and ear-coverts grey; throat orange-yellow; remainder 
of the lower plumage, with the rump and upper tail-coverts, scarlet ; 
greater coverts black, tipped with scarlet ; primaries black, all but 
the first four with a red patch ; secondaries and tertiaries black, 
with scarlet bases; middle tail-feathers black, the outer webs with 
a narrow red margin near the tip ; the next pair black, the terminal 
two thirds of the outer web red, as also the tip of the inner web ; 
the remaining tail-feathers red, with black bases. 

Female. Head, neck, and upper back ashy ; lower back tinged 
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with green ; rump and upper tail-coverts yellowish green ; cheeks, 
ear-coverts, and chin light grey ; the whole lower plumage bright 
yellow; lesser wing-coverts brown, edged with green; greater 
coverts brown, tipped with yellow ; wings dark brown, the marks 
as in the male, but yellow instead of scarlet ; tail similar to that 
of the male, but the scarlet replaced by yellow. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black; iris deep brown (Davison). 

Length about 7 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-4 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from gape *6. 

P. rvbro-limbatus of Salvadori, the type of which I have examined, 
is P. Solaris with the middle tail-feathers narrowly margined with 
red. This red margin is not unfrequently present in specimens of 
P. Solaris from Sikhim and other parts. 

P. griseigularis , Gould, from China, resembles P. Solaris , but has 
the throat grey and the upper plumage darker in colour. 

Distribution . Nepal; Sikhim; the Buxa Loars; the KMsi 
hills ; Manipur ; Pegu ; the slopes of Muleyit mountain, in 
Tenasserim. 

Blanford observed this bird in Sikhim at an elevation of 
10,000 feet. I procured it in Pegu at the level of the sea. 


499. Pericrocotus roseus. The Rosy Minivet . 

Muscicapa rosea, VieiU. Nouv . Diet. d'Hist. Nat. xxi, p. 486 (1818). 

Pericrocotus roseus ( Vieill.), JBlyth , Cat. p. 193 ; Horsf. <§• M. Cat. 
i, p. 141 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 422; Hume, N. fy E. p . 184; Sharpe , 
S. F. iv, p. 210 ; Hume , S. F. v, p. 184 ; Anders. Yunnan Raped., 
Aves, p. 649 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 81 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 210 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 275 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 247 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 97 ; 
Oates in Hume’s N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 338. 

Pericrocotus intensior, Hume , S. F. y, p. 185 (1877). 

Coloration. Male. Upper plumage ashy brown, darker on the 
bead ; the tips of the feathers on the rump and upper tail-coverts 
rosy red, varying in extent ; wing-coverts dark brown, the greater 
ones tipped with scarlet ; quills dark brown, all but the first four 
primaries with a scarlet patch across them ; later secondaries and 
tertiaries brown, the outer webs partially margined with scarlet ; 
sides of the head ashy ; chin and throat whitish ; remainder of 
lower plumage with axillaries and under wing-coverts rosy red ; 
middle tail-feathers blackish, the others red with blackish bases. 

Female . Lull brown above, and the rump olive-yellow margined 
with yellow and without a trace of red ; the portions which are red 
in the male are in the female everywhere replaced by pale yellow ; 
chin and throat dull yellowish white. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris dark brown. 

Length about 7 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 
•75. 

This spedes varies much in intensity of colouring according to 
locality. Birds from the north-west of India are the palest, and 
those from Tenasserim the richest in colour. 

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Afghanistan to Assam, up to 
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about 5000 feet; the N.W. Provinces, Oudh, and Bengal; Assam 
and its bill-ranges, extending down through Burma to Bassein, 
Rangoon, and Mergui. 

The distribution of this species over the peninsula of India has 
not been ascertained with any degree of accuracy. Ball gives it, 
apparently with certainty, from Goomsur, Jeypore, and the Godavari 
valley. Jerdon records it from Malabar, and Lord A. Hay appears 
to have procured it in the hills dividing Tinnevelly from Travancore, 
as mentioned by Jerdon. I have seen no specimens collected in 
the localities recorded by Ball and Jerdon. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in May and June, constructing a cup- shaped 
nest of very fine twigs and grass, coated with lichens and cobwebs, 
on a branch of a tree. The eggs are described as being greenish 
white, marked in various ways with brown and purple, and mea- 
suring about *8 by *6. 

500. Pericrocotus peregrinus. The Small Minivet. 

Parus peregrinus, Linn. Syst . Hat. i, p. 342 (1766). 

Parus malabaricus, Gm, Syst . Nat. i, p. 1012 (1788) ; Hume, S. F. v, 

p. 182. 

Phoenicornis peregrina (Linn.), Gould, Cent. pi. 9. 

Pericrocotus peregrinus (Linn.), JBlyth, Cat. p. 193 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat . 
i, p. 140 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 423 ; Hume, N. *§• JE. p. 184 ; Hume, 
S. j F. i, p. 177, iii, p. 96 ; Sharpe , S. F. iv, p. 209; Hume, S.F. v, 
p. 179; id. Cat. no. 276; Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 366; Sharpe , Cat. 
B. M. iv, p. 76; Oates, B. B. i, p. 245; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 152 ; Oates in Hume’s N. fy JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 339. 

Bulal-chasm, Hind.; Sath-sayili, Chota sath sahi kapi, Beng»; Kurikum- 
pu-jitba, Tel. ; Batvgene Kurula, Kos-kurula, Ceyl. 

Coloration . Male. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, scapulars, 
and lesser wing-coverts pale to dark grey according to locality ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts pale to deep scarlet ; the two middle 
pairs of tail-feathers blackish, the others blackish with a gradually 
increasing red tip ; chin, throat, fore neck, and sides of the head 
from dusky grey to black; breast scarlet; remainder of lower 
plumage varying from saffron to orange ; wings brown to black, 
the. first four or five primaries plain, the others and the secondaries 
with a median patch varying from pale red to scarlet. 

Female . The grey of the upper parts is paler than in the male 
from the same locality ; the sides of the head and the whole lower 
plumage white, more or less tinged with pale yellow; wing brown, 
with the wing-spot varying from yellow to pale orange ; tail much 
as in the male. 

Bill black ; inside of mouth flesh-colour ; legs, toes, and claws 
black. 

Length about 6 ; tail 3 ; wing 2*65 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape -6. 

The variations of colour in this species are very great, but are 
always a matter of degree and not of kind, and are correlated with 
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he amount of rainfall. Specimens from the arid parts of Sind are 
the palest, and those from Southern India and the humid parts of 
Burma the darkest. 

Distribution . Every part of India, except the extreme north- 
western portion of the Punjab, from Sind to Bengal, and from the 
foot of the Himalayas to Cape Comorin ; Ceylon ; the Andamans ; 
Assam and the whole country to the east of the Bay of Bengal 
down to Tenasserim, where this species becomes rare or entirely 
disappears. It does not ascend the Himalayas nor any of the 
higher hill-ranges of Southern India. 

It extends into Siam and Cochin China, is not yet known 
to occur in the Malay peninsula, but reappears in some of the 
larger islands such as Java and Borneo. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds from June to October, constructing a very 
similar nesfc to that of P. roseus, but very much smaller, on high 
branches of trees, and laying, as a rule, three eggs, which are 
greenish white marked with brownish red, and measure about *67 
by -53. 

501. Pericrocotus erythropygius. The White-bellied Minivet. 

Muscicapa erythropygia, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. xi, p. 17 (1840). 

Pericrocotus erythronygius ( Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 193 ; Jerd. B. I. i, 
p. 424; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 174; Stoliczka, 
J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 236 ; Shajpe, S. F. iv, p. 211 ; Hume, S. F. 
v, p. 177 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 211 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 85 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 277 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 366 ; Barnes, Birds Bom . 
p. 158 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy J2. 2nd ed. i, p. 344. 

Coloration. Male. The whole head, chin, hind neck, back, 
scapulars, lesser, median, and primary coverts, upper tail-coverts, 
and the four middle tail-feathers black ; the other tail-feathers 
black at base and white elsewhere, the amount of white increasing 
towards the outer feathers ; throat and sides of neck white ; rump 
and breast orange-red; remainder of lower plumage white; the 
greater wing-coverts white; quills black, all but the first four 
primaries with a white basal patch and some of the tertiaries 
broadly margined with white. 

Female . The upper plumage, lores, and ear-coverts smoky 
brown ; the rump orange-red ; tail as in the male ; wing as in the 
male, but the black replaced by dark brown ; forehead and the 
whole lower plumage white. 

Bill and legs black ; iris brownish yellow {Jerdon). 

Length about 6 ; tail 3 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus ’55 ; bill from gape *5. 
Distribution. This species has an extensive distribution over the 
peninsula of India. It is found throughout Bajputana, Cutch, 
and Guzerat ; and 1 have seen a specimen which was obtained at 
Makrdni, in Sind. On the north I have examined specimens 
obtained at TJmballa, Delhi, Agra, Etdwah, and Ldlganj in Tirhoot. 
On the east, Bail records this bird from Lohardugga, Sirguja, and 
Sambalpur. It appears to be spread over all the central parts of 
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India, and to be found as far south as the Sigur gh&t in the Nilgiris, 
from which locality Jerdon has recorded it, and where Davison sub- 
sequently obtained it. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in July and August, building its nest, which 
is very small, but of much the same character as those of the pre- 
ceding species, in low bushes. The eggs, which are greenish white 
marked with brown, measure about m 7 by ‘55. 


502 . Pericrocotus albifrons. Jer don’s Minivet . 

Pericrocotus albifrons, Jerd, Ibis , 1862, p. 20 ; Blanf. Ibis , 1870, 
p. 468 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 124 ; Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 96; Sharpe , 
8. F. iv, p. 212 ; Hume , 8. F. v, p. 178 ; Sharpe , -5. iif. iv, 

p. 86; Hume , Ciotf. no. 277 bis ; Oates, 5. 1?, i, p. 244. 

Coloration. Besembles P. erythropygius. The male differs from 
the male of that species in having the forehead, a broad supercilium, 
and the whole chin with the sides of the head white; the rump is 
white merely tinged with red, and the orange on the breast is of 
smaller extent. The lores and a streak through the eye are black. 

The female differs from the female of P. erythropygius merely in 
having a very slight trace of red on the rump, nothing more than 
two or three faint streaks. 

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown ; eyelids grey ; inside of 
mouth flesh-colour. 

Length about 6 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus *6; bill from gape -55. 

Distribution . The Thayetmyo district of Burma, extending north 
as far as Pagan. Colonel Lloyd is said to have obtained this 
species at Toungngoo ; but this locality requires confirmation. 


503. Pericrocotus cinereus. The Ashy Minivet . 

Pericrocotus cinereus, Lafresn. Fev. Zool . viii, p. 94 (1845) ; Sharpe , 
8.1. iv, p. 211 ; Hume , 8. F. v, p. 175; 8harpe f Cat . B. M. iv, 
p. 83 ; Oates, 8 . F. x, p. 200 ; id. B. B. i, p. 241. 

Pericrocotus modestus, SbricJd . P. Z. 8. 1846, p. 102. 

Pericrocotus motacilloides, Szvinhoe, Ibis , 1860, p. 58. 

Coloration . Male. The feathers at the base of the lower man- 
dible, lores, a band through the eye, ear-coverts, and the posterior 
half of the crown and nape black; forehead, anterior part of 
crown, chin, throat, cheeks, sides of neck, and the whole lower 
plumage white, tinged with ashy on the breast and flanks ; upper 
plumage dark ashy ; wing-coverts black edged with ashy ; primary- 
coverts black; quills ashy brown, the earlier primaries with an 
inner w hi te marginal band, the others and the secondaries with a 
white patch at base ; the four middle tail-feathers blackish, the 
others blackish at base and white elsewhere, the white increasing 
in extent towards the outer feathers. 

The female resembles tbe male, but has the white on the fore- 
head much narrower and the black on the crown replaced by dark 
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ashy of about the same shade as the back; the greater wing-coverts 
and tertiaries are narrowly tipped with white. 

In females not quite adult the axillaries are pale yellow andjhe 
white on the wings is tinged with yellow. 

The colour of the iris &c. does not appear to have been recorded. 

length about 8; tail 3-8; wing 3*8 ; tarsus -55; bill from 
gape *8. 

Distribution. I procured this species at Kyeikpadein, near the 
town of Pegu, in February. It has not been recorded from any 
other part of the Empire. 

It is found in China, and generally throughout Eastern Asia, 
the Malayan peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Philippine 
Islands. It appears to be a migratory species. 


504. Pericrocotus cantonensis. Swinhoe’s Minivet . 

Pericrocotus cantonensis, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 42 ; Sharpe , S. F. 
iv, p. 211 ; Hume. S. F. v, p. 177 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iv, p. 84 ; 
Oates, S. F. x, p. 200 ; id. B. B. i, p. 243. 

Pericrocotus sordidus, Swinhoe , P. Z. S. 1863, p. 284. 

Pericrocotus immodestus, Hume , S. F. v, p. 177 (1877) ; id. Cat. 
no. 277 ter ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 173. 

Pericrocotus P cinereus, Lafresn. apud Hume fy Dav. S. F. vi, p. 212. 

Coloration. Male. The forehead and anterior half of crown 
mingled white and brown ; lores black ; hinder part of crown and 
nape, back, scapulars, and wing-coverts dark ashy brown; rump 
and upper tail-coverts pale brown; greater wing-coverts tipped 
with white; wings dark brown, the secondaries with a whitish, 
half-concealed patch at base very indistinct ; the two middle pairs 
of tail-feathers dark brown, the others brown at base, white else- 
where, the white increasing in extent towards the outer feathers ; 
lower plumage pale earthy brown. 

Female. Besembles the male closely, but has the crown and 
back a paler ashy brown and the wing-spot, clearly indicated, well 
defined, and tinged with yellow. 

Bill and legs black; inside of mouth flesh-colour; iris hazel 
(Swinhoe). 

Length about 8 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from 
gape -7 5. 

Distribution . Southern Pegu, where I procured this species in 
the cold weather near the town of Pegu ; Tenasserim from Mergui 
southwards. Although Davison observed this bird only in Southern 
Tenasserim, there can be little doubt but that it occurs in the 
northern portion of this Division as well. Bingham obtained 
it in the Thoungyeen valley. 

It is found throughout China, and is probably to some extent a 
migratory species. 
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Genus CA3SIP0PHAGA, Yieill., 1816. 

, The genus Campophaga comprises a number of species the pre- 
dominating colour of which is grey. The shafts of the rump- 
feathers are spinous as in Pericrocotus and the next genus. 

In Campophaga the bill is comparatively weak, the tip being but 
slightly bent down and notched ; the nostrils are nearly concealed 
by plumes ; the wing is rather pointed, and the tail well graduated. 

The Cuckoo-Shrikes of this genus are strictly arboreal, going 
about in small flocks and feeding on insects which they pick off 
leaves and branches. The sexes differ : in three species very 
slightly, in two very markedly. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Of larger size ; wing exceeding 4*5 inches. 
a'. Grey of plumage at all ages dark bluish ; 

under tail-coverts in adults concolorous 

with abdomen C. melanoscMsta , p. 491. 

b'. Grey of plumage at all ages pale ; under 

tail-coverts in adults white or albescent . C. melanoptera, p. 492. 

b. Of smaller size j wing barely exceeding 


4 inches. 

d. Supercilium absent or faintly indicated; 
wing about 4 inches. 

a". Throat and abdomen in adult* uniform 

grey C. neglecta , p, 493. 

b v . Throat in adult black, abdomen grey. . C. sykesi <5 , p. 493. 
d'. Throat and abdomen white, cross-barred 

with brown C. sykesi $, p. 493. 

d'. A conspicuous white supercilium at all 

ages ; wing about 3*5 inches C. terat , p. 495. 


The immature birds of the first three species here treated of 
resemble each other closely and pass through the same phases of 
plumage. In the nestling each feather of the upper plumage has 
a white terminal transverse bar preceded by a narrow black bar ; 
the quills and coverts are tipped with whitish, and the whole lower 
plumage is closely barred with white ; most of the primaries have 
each a white patch. The young are probably two or more years 
in attaining the adult plumage. This is effected by a gradual loss 
of the bars and of the spots on the primaries, perfectly plumaged 
adults losing both of these entirely. The female is much longer 
in passing through all the stages than the male, and perfectly adult 
females are rare. 

505. Campophaga melanoschista. The Dark-grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Yolvocivora melaschistus, Hodgs , Ind. Rev. i, p. 328 (1837) ; Jerd . 
B. I. if p. 415 ; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B . xlv, pt. ii, p, 202 ; Hume, 
S. F. v, p. 205 ; Ball , S. F. vii, p. 210 ; Hume, Cat no. 269 ; 
Scully f S. F. viii, p. 266 j Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 149. 

* I find it impossible to introduce the young of C. neglecta and C. sykesi 
into the Key, They vary so much. 
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Oeblepyris lugubris, Sundev. Thysiogr. Sallsk. Tidskr. vol. i (1837-38); 

id . A.. M. N. H. (1), xviii, p. 109 (1846). 

Gampophaga fimbriata ( TemmX Blyth, Cat p. 191 ; Horsf. Sc M. 
Cat i, p. 176. 

Volvocivora melanura, Hartl. J.f. O. 1865, p. 162. 

Campephaga lugubria (Sundev.) ^ Sharpe , Cat B. M. iv, p. 65. 
Campopbaga melanoschista (Hodge,), Oates in Hume's N. fy E, 2nd 
ed. i, p. 345. 

Kabasi , Beng, 



Fig. 144. — Head of C, melanoschista. 


Coloration , Male . The whole plumage dark bluish grey ; wings 
and tail black, the latter tipped with white. 

Female. When fully adult similar to the male, but rather paler. 
Fully adult females are, however, seldom met with, the lower 
plumage generally showing traces of the cross bars of the young 
stage, the ear-coverts being frequently streaked with white and the 
edges of the eyelids more or less white. The under tail-coverts 
of the female are often paler than the abdomen, and birds in which 
this is the case might be confounded with C. melanoptera were it 
not for the general dark colour of the plumage. 

Legs and feet plumbeous ; bill black ; iris dark brown (Hume). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4*7 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *9. 

"No great variation takes place in this species throughout its 
extensive range, and it is unmistakably distinct at all ages from 
C. melanoptera. 

Distribution . The Himalayas, from Murree to Dibrugarh in Assam 
up to 7000 feet ; the plains of India from the Himalayas to about 
latitude 16°, except apparently in the Punjab, Sind, Bajputana, 
and Ghizerat \ the valley of Assam and the country south to about 
the latitude of Manipur. This species is said to be a summer 
visitor to the Himalayas and a winter visitor to the plains. 

Habits , SfG. Breeds in the Himalayas from April to July, con- 
structing a small and shallow nest of fine twigs coated with cob- 
webs and lichens in a branch of a tree. The eggs, two or three 
in number, are greenish white marked with brown and purple, and 
measure about 1 by -7. 

506. Campophaga melanoptera. The Tale-grey QucTcoo-ShriTce. 

Oeblepyris melanoptera, Rupp. Mus. Senckenb. iii, p. 25, tab. ii, 
fig. l (1889). r ’ 

Campephaga melanoptera, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xv, p. 307 (1846) ; id. 
Cat p. 191 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iv, p. 67 ; Oates, B. B, i, p. 231. 
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. Campephaga avensis, Blyth, Cat . p. 327 (1849). 

Volvocivora saturata, Sioinhoe, Ibis , 1870, p. 242. 

Volvocivora avensis (Blyth), Hume. 8. F. iii, p. 93. v, p. 205 : id. 
Cat . no. 268 bis. 

Volvocivora vidua ( Hartl . ), apud Hume , S. F. v, p. 206 ; Hume <§• 
Dav . /S'. jP. vi, p. 508 ; Hume , Cto£. no. 268 quint. 

Volvocivora intermedia, Hume, S. F. v, p. 205 (1877); Cat. 
no. 269 bis. 

Campophaga saturata (Swinh.), Sharpe, Cat, B. M. iv, p. 66; Oates, 

Campophaga innominata, Oates, B. B. i, p. 233 (1883). 

Coloration . Resembles O. melanoschista , but has the plumage pale 
grey throughout, except the vent and under tail-coverts, which 
are white or albescent. 

The young, in all stages of plumage, have the grey portions of 
the same pale tint as the adults. 

Bill and legs black ; iris hazel- or reddish-brown ; eyelids plum- 
beous ; inside of the mouth flesh-colour ; claws horn-colour. 

Of much the same size as C. melanoschista . 

Some years ago I regarded O. melanoptera , C . saturata , , and O. 
innominata as fairly distinguishable species, but now with the large 
series of these birds which is available for study I cannot separate 
them. 

Distribution . The whole of Arrafean, Pegu, Kareunee, and Tenas- 
serim, extending into China and Siam. I have seen no specimen 
of this species from any locality south of Malawun. 

507. Campophaga neglecta. The Small Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Volvocivora neglecta, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 203 (1877) ; id. Cat . no. 268 
quat. ; Hume 4* Dav . S. F. vi, p. 210 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ . 
Gen. (2) v, p. 580. 

Campophaga neglecta (Hume), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iv, p. 68 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 232. 

Campophaga polioptera, Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iv, p. 69, pi. ii (1879). 

Coloration . Resembles C. melanoptera but is very much smaller* 

The colour of the iris &c. does not appear to have been recorded. 

Length about 8; tail 3*5 ; wing4; tarsus *75; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. Tenasserim south of Mergui, extending down the 
Malay peninsula as far as Salanga or Junk Ceylon and eastward 
into Cochin China. 

An allied species found in the Malay peninsula is C. culminata , 
A. Hay, which differs in having the vent and under tail-coverts 
grey like the abdomen. 

C. fimbriata , Temm., from Java differs from both the above in 
being of a blackish colour. 

508. Campophaga sykesi. The Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Lalage sykesii, Strickland, A. M. H. H. (1) xiii, p.86 (1844) ; Horsf. 
&M. Cat . i, p. 175 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 89 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 869. 
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Oampephaga sykesi (Strickl.), Blyth , Cat. p. 191 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 234 ; id. in Hume's N. $ E. 2nd ed. i ; p. 346. 

Volvocrvora sykesii ( Strickl .), Jerd. B. I \ i, p. 414 ; Hume, N. fy E. 
p. 179; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 210; Hume, Cat . no. 268; Davison , 
8 . F. x, p. 365 ; Barnes, Birds B 0771 . p. 148 *. 

Jungli Kasya, Hind. ; Chinna akurayi , Tel. 

Coloration . Male. The head, neck, upper back, chin, throat, and 
upper breast black; lower breast and sides of the body grey; 
abdomen, vent, and lower tail-coverts white; back, scapulars, 
lesser wing-coverts, rump, and upper tail-coverts grey, the tail- 
coverts paler margined; median wing-coverts chiefly black, the 
tips and the terminal halves of the outer webs grey ; greater 
coverts black narrowly margined with grey ; primary-coverts all 
black ; quills black, the primaries with a large patch of white on 
the inner webs and narrowly margined with white on the outer ; 
the secondaries more broadly margined with white and tipped with 
the same; middle tail-feathers grey, the others black broadly 
tipped with white. 

Female. The upper plumage, including the head, grey, becoming 
lighter on the rump and upper tail-coverts, which are cross-barred 
with dusky; cheeks, sides of neck, and the \s hole lower plumage 
whitish, closely and narrowly barred with black, the bars becoming 
obsolete on the abdomen ; vent and under tail-coverts pure white ; 
wing-coverts and quills dark brown, each feather margined with 
greyish white, and the inner web of each with a white patch as in 
the male ; ear-coverts greyish mottled with brown and the shafts 
white ; the middle pair of tail-feathers grey narrowly tipped with 
white, the others blackish brown broadly tipped with white. 

In the young each feather of the upper plumage is tipped with 
a white band preceded by a black band, and the lower plumage is 
more closely barred than in the adult female. The young male 
changes into adult plumage in the first spring. 

Iris brownish red ; bill black ; legs and feet black with slaty 
edges to the scales of the tarsi ; claws black (Legge). 

■ Length about 7*5 ; tail 3-3; wing 4; tarsus -8; bill from gape 
•85. 

Distribution . The greater part of the peninsula of India from 
the foot of the Himalayas to Cape Comorin. The western limit 
appears to be a line drawn through Heesa, Abu, and Sambhar. 
To the east this species has been found as far as the Bhutan Doars 
and Purreedpore in Eastern Bengal. In the British Museum 
there is a specimen collected in Assam by McClelland, and Blyth 
states that this species -occurs in Upper Pegu. This statement 
has received no confirmation by any other collector in Pegu and 
must be accepted with reservation. This Cuckoo-Shrike occurs in 
Ceylon. 

* LaXage melanothorax, Sharpe (Cat. B. M. iv, p. 91), from Madras, has 
since been discovered to be an artificially constructed bird (P. Z. S. 1886, 
p. 354), the head and neck of a Dicrwrus ater having been joined to the body 
of a Gampophaga sykesi. 
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C. sylcesi is said to be a migrant, but I cannot ascertain this to 
be a fact from the specimens I have examined. It possibly 
wanders about a good deal, and this may have led to the idea that 
it is migratory. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from May to July, constructing a shallow 
saucer-like nest of fine twigs, bound together with cobwebs, in a 
fork of a tree. The eggs, usually three iD number, are greenish 
white marked with pale brown and measure about *83 by *65. 

509. Campophaga terat. The Pied Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Turdus terat, Bodd. Tail. PL Enl . p. 17 (pi. 273, fig. 2), (1783). 

Turdus orientalis, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i, p. 821 (1788). 

Lalage orientalis ( Cm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 192 ; Horsf. & M. Cat. i, 
p. 175. 

Lalage terat (Bodd.), Hume, S. F. i, p. 454, ii, p. 202 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B , M. iv, p. 95 ; Hume , Cat. no. 269 ter*. 

Campophaga terat (Bodd.), Oates in Hume's N. JB. 2nd ed. i, 

Coloration. Male. The base of the forehead and a broad super- 
cilium white ; crown, nape, hind neck, lores, the upper part of the 
ear-coverts, the back, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts glossy 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts grey, the latter with faint 
white cross bars ; median and greater wing-coverts black broadly 
edged with white ; quills black with a large white patch on the 
inner web of each ; the secondaries and tertiaries edged with white 
on the outer web ; tail black, the two outer pairs of feathers with 
broad white tips, the next pair more narrowly tipped with white ; 
lower part of ear-coverts, sides of neck, and the whole lower 
plumage white, tinged with ashy on the breast and flanks, on which 
parts there are almost always faint traces of bars. 

Female. The black portions of the plumage of the male are re- 
placed by brown and the greater wing-coverts are merely tipped 
with white ; the wings and tail are very dark brown ; the whole 
lower plumage regularly barred with dark grey except the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. 

The nestling resembles the adult female, but every portion of 
the upper plumage is barred with pale grey, each bar preceded by 
a darker one ; the lower plumage is densely streaked with brown, 
the streaks soon giving way to bars of the same colour. 

Legs and feet black or plumbeous ; soles yellowish horny ; bill 
black; iris brown (Hume). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus # 75 ; bill from 
gape *8. . 

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands, where this species has been 
found on Camorta and Nancowry. 

* The name Turdus dominicus of P. h. S. Muller is doubtfully referable to 
this species and is, in any case, singularly inappropriate. I follow Sharpe in 
discarding this name in favour of Boddaert’s. 
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This species is also found in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, and 
other of the larger islands. 

Habits , Sfc. The eggs are described by Hume as being greenish 
white marked with brown, olivaceous brown, and purplish grey, and 
as measuring about *86 by *62. The nest has not been described. 

Genus GRATJCALUS, Cuvier, 1817. 

The genus Graucalus differs from Campophaga in having a very 
long pointed wing and a- relatively more massive bill. The two 
Indian species are birds of comparatively large size. The sexes 
differ in colour. These birds are arboreal, frequenting only the 
well-wooded portions of the country or forests. They feed on 
insects which they pick off leaves and their notes are mellow and 
pleasant. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Tail broadly tipped with white G. modi , p. 496. 

b. Tail nearly entirely black G. dobsom >, p. 497. 


■ 510. Graucalus macii. The Large Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Graucalus macei, Less. TraiU, p. 349 (1831) ; JBlyth , Cat. p. 190 ; 
Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 173 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 417 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. ii, p. 156 ; Hume , N. $ E. p. 181 ; Hume , S. F. ii, p. 204 ; 
Ball, S. F. ii, p. 400 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 647 ; 
Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 360 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 34 ; Hume, 
Cat no. 270 ; Scully , 8. F. viii, p. 267 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 228 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 150 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 348. 

Graucalus layardi, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 368: Jerd. Ibis , 1872, 
p. 117; Hume , Cat no. 270 bis. 

Kasya, Hind. ; Kabasi, Beng. ; JPedda akurai, Tel. ; Talling-pho , 
Lepch. 



Fig. 145. — Head of Gr. macii. 

Coloration. Male . Upper plumage grey, paler on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts ; the region of the nostrils, the lores, and the 
feathers about the gape black ; sides of the face and of the neck 
•similar to the upper plumage; ear-coverts dusky; chin, throat, 
breast, and upper abdomen grey, rather lighter than the upper 
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parts; remainder of lower plumage greyish white; wing-coverts 
like the back ; bastard wing black ; primaries and primary-coverts 
dark brown, very narrowly edged with grey; secondaries more 
broadly edged with the same ; tertiaries grey on the whole outer 
web and brown on the inner; middle tail-feathers ashy, tipped 
paler ; the others blackish, all tipped with greyish white, increasing 
in extent outwardly, with the bases grey, this colour decreasing in 
extent outwardly and being absent on the outer ones. 

Female . The black on the face is paler, and this part as well as 
the ear-coverts are of much the same grey as the head; the 
general tone of the plumage is lighter. The female is seldom 
without a few indications of immaturity, these signs being visible 
chiefly in the shape of obsolete bars. 

The young have most of the upper plumage tipped and mar- 
gined with pale ferruginous, and the lower parts nearly pure 
white. 

Iris hazel-brown to lake ; eyelids grey ; inside of mouth flesh- 
colour ; bill, legs, and claws black. 

This bird varies excessively in plumage and in size ; the plumage 
varies according to age and sex, and the size according to locality. 
The largest birds occur, as a rule, in Burma and Northern India, 
and the smallest in Ceylon, where some birds have the wing less 
than 6 inches in length. G. layardi appears to have been based 
on one stage of the immature plumage. 

Length 10 to 12 ; tail 4-3 to 5*8 ; wiug 5*8 to 7 ; tarsus 1 to 
1*1 ; bill from gape T3 to 1*5. 

Distribution . The whole Empire and Ceylon, except in the Him- 
alayas west of the Sutlej river, and in portions of Sind, JRajputana, 
and the Punjab. 

Habits , 4'c. Breeds from May to October, constructing a shallow 
nest of slender twigs in a lofty branch of a tree and laying three 
eggs, which are pale green with brown and purple marks, and 
measure about 1*26 by *9. 

511. Grauealus dobsoni. Dobson's Cuckoo- Shrike. 

G-raucalus dobsoni, Ball, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 281 (1872) ; id. S. F. 
i, p. 06 ; Wald. Ibis, 1873, p. 312 ; Hume, 8. F. Ii,p. 200; id. Cat. 
no. 270 ter. 

Artamides dobsoni {Ball), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv,p. 20. 

Coloration . Male. Lores, about the nostrils, and a broad band 
through the eye to the ear-coverts black ; the whole upper plumage 
and lesser wing-coverts iron-grey ; median and greater coverts and 
quills very dark brown or black, very narrowly edged with pale 
grey ; tail black, the outer feathers narrowly tipped white ; cheeks, 
chin, throat, and breast pale iron-grey; remainder of ’the lower 
plumage, with the under wing-coverts and axillaries, white, nar- 
rowly but distinctly barred with blackish brown. 

Female. Resembles the male, but has the chin, throat, and breast 
barred like the remainder of the lower plumage. 
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The young have the upper plumage rufous barred with dark 
brown, and the lower plumage whitish, barred on the throat, 
breast, under tail-coverts, and axillaries with blackish. The young, 
however, vary extremely, and no description will cover all the 
changes they undergo from the nestling stage to the adult. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris crimson-lake, tinged with brown 
in the young (Hume). 

Length about 12; tail 5*5; wing 6*2; tarsus *95; bill from 
gape 1*25. 

Distribution . The Andaman Islands. 

Other species of Graucalus are G. rex-pineti from China, with 
the under wing-coverts buff-coloured; and G . sumatrensis from 
Sumatra and the Malay peninsula, smaller than G. macii , with an 
extremely large bill, and no black on the face of the male. 


Subfamily ART AMIN JE. 

The Artamince, or Swallow-Shrikes, are characterized by wings of 
great length, which enable them to spend a considerable portion of 
their time in the air. They catch their insect-food entirely on the 
wing, either by darting upon it from a fixed perch, or by flying 
about after the fashion of Swallows. 

In these birds the bill is conical, slightly curved and pointed, and 
the tip is neither hooked nor notched. The first primary is very 
minute, and the second very large, reaching quite to the tip of the 
wing. The tail is square and short. The tarsus is weak. The 
plumage is firm, and the colours plain. The sexes are alike. 

The true Artamince are confined to the Indian and Australian 
regions. 


Genus ARTAMUS, Vieill., 1816. 

The characters of Artamus are the same as those of the sub- 
family. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Rump of the same colour as the back A. fuscus, p. 498. 

b. Rump white, different to the back A. l&ucogaster , p. 499. 


512. Artamus fuscus. The Ashy Swallow-Shrike. 

Artamus fuscus, Vieill. N. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. xvii, p. 297 (1817) ; 
Blyth, Cat . p. 199 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. i, p. 161 ; Jerd. B. I. i, 
p. 441 ; Hume , N. E. p. 194 ; Sharpe in Jttowley's Om. Mise. iii, 
p. 191; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p.666; Hume, Cat. no. 287 ; Oates, 
jB. B. i, p. 896 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 368 ; Barries, Birds Bom. 
p. 157 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 103 ; Oates in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. 
i. p. 350 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. ML. xiii, p. 11*. 


* Mr. Sharpe has kindly allowed me to see the proof-sheets of the 33th vol. of * 
the * Catalogue/ about to be published. 
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Tari dbahil , Hind. TaLchatak, Beng. ; Tati-pittak, Tel. ; Muramig , 
of Mussulmans in Beng. ; Silliangchi-ph o, Lepoh. 



Fig. 146. — Head of A. fuscus . 


Coloration . Lores black; head and neck all round deep grey; 
back, scapulars, rump, and the shorter upper tail-coverts brown 
with a vinaceous tinge ; longer tail- coverts white ; tail dark grey, 
tipped with whitish ; wings and coverts deep grey, darker at the 
tips, and all the quills with excessively fine but distinct margins of 
white near the tips and on portions of the inner webs; lower 
plumage from the throat downwards pale purplish brown ; lower 
tail-coverts whitish, finely barred with ashy. 

The young bird is barred with fulvous above, the white margins 
to the quills are broader, and the wing-coverts are tipped with 
rufous. 

Bill clear pale blue, the tip and the anterior half of the margins 
brownish ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs slate-colour ; 
claws dark horn ; mouth black in some, in others yellow, probably 
varying according to season. 

Length 7*3 ; tail 2-5 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from gape *95. 

Distribution . More or less abundant throughout the Empire, east 
of a line drawn approximately from G-odra in the Panch Mahdls to 
Nairn Tal in Kumaun, ascending the Himalayas up to 5000 feet in 
the summer months, and resident in the plains. The limit of this 
species in Southern Burma appears to be the latitude of Amherst. 
It is found in Ceylon, but not in the Andamans nor Nicobars. It 
extends into Siam and China. 

Habits , Sfo. Breeds from March to July, constructing a flimsy 
nest of grass and roots in holes of trees, or on the surface of large 
horizontal branches or on the summit of lofty stumps. The eggs, 
usually three in number, are white marked with brownish rusty, 
and measure about *94 by *68. 

513. Artamus leucogaster. The White-rumped Swallow-Shrike. 

? Lanius leucorhynchus, Linn. Mantissa , p. 52 4 (1771). 

Ocypterus leucogaster, Valenc . M6m.- Mm. flHist. Nat . vi, p. 21, 
pi. vii, fig. 2 (1820). 

Artamus leueopygialis, Gould , P. Z. S. 1842, p. 17; Blyth, Cat . 
p. 199'; Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 555 ; Ball, S. P. i, p. 67. 

Artamus leucogaster (Valenc.'), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 161 ; Oates m 
Hume's N. J5. 2nd ed. i, p. 353 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 3. 

Artamus leucorhynchus (Lirm.), Hume, S. P. ii, p. 214 ; id. N. Sf JB. 
p. 195 ; id. Cat „ no. 287 bis. 
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Coloration . Head and neck all round and a portion of the upper 
breast slaty grey, the lores and the feathers at the base of the bill 
darker ; back, scapulars, and rump chocolate-brown ; lower rump 
and upper tail-coverts white ; tail and wings ashy black ; breast, 
abdomen, sides of body, lower tail- and wing-coverts white. 

The young have the upper plumage barred with fulvous, and 
the wing-coverts and quills are also tipped with the same colour. 

Legs and feet in some dusky plumbeous, in some dull black ; 
bill pale blue, tipped blackish; iris deep brown, occasionally slaty 
blue (Hume). 

Length about 7 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 5-1 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. The Andaman Islands. This species extends through 
the islands to Australia. 

Halits , Sfc. The nest of this species was found in the Andamans 
by Davison in a hollow at the top of a stump in May, but it did 
not contain eggs. 


Family OBIOLID2E. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semirings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, the upper 
one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, composed of 
two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue 
non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the lower edge 
of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to 
the culmen; plumage of the nestling streaked; rictal bristles 
present ; rectrices twelve ; sexes generally different ; an autumn 
moult only. 

The Orioles comprise a number of birds which are found over 
the tropical and temperate regions of the Old World. They are 
mostly birds of bright plumage. They have rich flute-like notes, 
and in habits are strictly arboreal, never descending to the ground. 
Only one genus is found in India. 

G-enus OBIOLUS, Linn., 1766. 

The genus Oriolus contains nine Indian species of birds, several 
of which are well-known in India under the name of <s Mango- 
bird.” The prevailing colour of these birds is yellow, one species 
only being red. The young are densely streaked below, and they 
retain traces of streaks in their plumage probably for two years. 

The Orioles frequent forests and well-wooded tracts of country, 
confining themselves entirely to trees, on the fruit of which, to- 
gether with insects found on the leaves, they subsist. Many species 



ORIOIUS. 


501 


are sedentary, others are migratory to a small extent, and one is 
absent from India entirely during the summer months. The 
Orioles make cup-shaped nests, which are suspended by the rim 
from the fork of a branch, and they lay spotted eggs. Their notes 
are very liquid and rich. 

In Oriolus the bill is as long as the head, the culmen gently 
curved, and the tip notched and bent ; the nostrils are lengthened 
and exposed ; the rictal bristles are fairly strong ; the head is never 
crested ; the wing is long and sharp, the first primary longer than 
half the second ; the tail is much shorter than the wing and slightly 
rounded ; the tarsus is short and scutellated. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Tail black and yellow or green. 
a'. Nape black, crown yellow. 
a" . Outer webs of secondaries and ter- 
tiaries conspicuously greenish yel- 
low ; all quills tipped yellow. 
a'". Nape-band much more than half 


inch broad O. indicus, p. 502. 

b'". Nape-band much less than half 

inch broad O. tenuirostris , p. 503. 


b". Outer webs of secondaries and ter- 


tiariea black in male, brown in 
female, with hardly a tinge of green; 
tips to quills absent or obsolete, 
c'". Nape-band more than half inch 

broad ; wing about 6 O . macnims , p. 503. 

d :n . Nape-band less than half inch 

broad ; wing about 5 O. andamanensis, p. 604. 

V. Nape and crown yellow or greenish 
yellow. 

c". Wing much more than 5. 

e"\ Lores black, continued back be- 
hind the eye O. kundoo , p. 504. 

Lores only black O. galbula , p. 505. 

d n . Wing much less than 5 O. xanthonotus § , p. 505. 

c’. Nape and crown black. 

e ,r . Abdomen white streaked with black . O. xanthonotus <$ , p. 505. 

f ", Abdomen plain yellow . . O. melanocephalus^. 506. 

b. Tail red O. traiUii, p. 508. 


The first eight Orioles on our list may be termed Yellow Orioles. 
The young of these resemble each other very closely for the first 
few months, and subsequently pass through similar stages. 

In the nestling, the feathers of the upper plumage are greenish 
tipped with yellow, and those of the lower white streaked with 
brown. % 

Soon after the young are fully fledged, the yellow tips to the 
upper plumage drop off, the streaks below become firmer and 
blackish, and the whole plumage yellower. About the first autumn 
the black marks on the head which characterize the different species 
become apparent, as also the yellow marks on the wings and tail. 



502 


OBIOL1Dj3E!. 


Between the first and second autumns a continual change, tending 
to the complete adult plumage, takes place, the streaks gradually 
disappearing, the yellow becoming more intense, and the black 
marks on the head more pronounced. The young of the different 
species may generally be identified by the same characters which 
differentiate the adults. 


514. Oriolus indicus. The Black-ncvped Oriole . 

Oriolus indicus, Jerd. Ill Ind. Orn. pi. 15 5 Blyth, Cat p. 216 5 
Horsf. & M. Cat i, p. 270 ; Jerd. B. I ii, p. 109 ; Ball , 8. F. vii, 
p. 215. 

Oriolus diflusue, Sharpe, Cat B . M. iii, p. 197 (1877) ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl . p. 855. 

Oriolus mdicus ( Jerdon ), Hume <§• JDav. 8. F. vi, p. 829 ; Hume, Cat . 
no. 471 ; Oates, B . B. i,p. 211 ; Barnes , Birds Born. p. 195 : Hume, 
8. F. 3d, p. 186. 

The Black-naped Indian Oriole , Jerd. 



Fig. 147. — Head of O. indicus. 


Coloration . Male. Lores and a streak through the eye, widening 
to a band three quarters of an inch wide across the nape, black ; the 
whole remaining, plumage bright yellow ; median pair of tail- 
feathers black with narrow yellow tips; the others progressively 
more tipped with yellow towards the outer pair, which is tipped to 
the extent of an inch and a half ; primaries black, tipped and edged 
narrowly with yellowish white, the secondaries more broadly edged 
with the same ; terfciaries with the whole outer webs and a portion 
of the inner webs next the shaft yellow ; winglet black ; primary- 
coverts black, tipped with yellow to the extent of about -4 inch ; 
upper wing-coverts bright yellow, the inner webs of the greater 
coverts being black. 

Female. Hese rabies the male, except that the back is tinged with 
green. 

In the adult the iris is pink, eyelids pinkish ; hill pink, more or 
less livid in places ; inside of the mouth flesh-colour; legs and toes 
deep plumbeous ; the claws darlf brown ; young birds have the bill 
brown or black. 

Length 10-7 ; tail 4; wing 6*1 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from gape 1*4. 

Distribution . Occurs over a considerable portion of the Indian 
peninsula, but is rare. The British Museum contains specimens 
from various parts of the western coast from Rafcndgiri down to 
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Travancore. This species also occurs in Ceylon. Jerdon records it 
from Dharwar and near Calcutta ; Swinhoe from Manpur, Central 
India; and Ball from the Rajmehal hills, further east, Hume met 
with it in Manipur, Blyth received it from Arrakan, and I found 
it abundant in Southern Pegu. Davison observed this Oriole in 
Tenasserim from Moulmein down to Malawun. It is a winter 
visitor only to the above localities, being found from October to 
March. It summers in China and Mongolia. 


515. Oriolus tenuirostris. The Burmese Blach-ncijoed Oriole . 

Oriolus tenuirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 48 (1 846) ; id. Cat . 
p. 216 ; Hume , S. F. iii, p. 131 ; Godiv.-Aust. J. A . S. B. xliii, 
pt. ii, p. 166 ; Blyth , Birds Burm. p. 140 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iii, 
p. 198 ; Hume fy Dew. S. F. vi, p. 329 ; Hime , Cat. no. 471 ter; 
Scully , S. F. viii, p.298; Oates, B. B. i, p. 212; Hume , S. F. 
xi, p. 187. 

Coloration . In general appearance similar to 0 . indicus . Differs 
in having a more slender bill ; in the wing-spot or yellow on the 
primary-coverts being larger, the length of the yellow marks being 
about three quarters of an inch ; in the amount of yellow on the 
tail extending to nearly 2 inches on the outer feathers, and to 
1 inch on those next the middle pair, against 1*5 and *4 inch respec- 
tively in 0. indicus ; in the narrower width of the band on the 
nape, which is never more than *4 inch as against ’7 in 0. indicus ; 
and in the back of the male being tinged with green. 

Young birds are difficult to separate. If very young, weight 
must be attached to the smaller bill and to the smaller amount 
of yellow on the tail. "When the nape-band becomes indicated, 
however feebly, there can be no doubt to which species the bird 
examined belongs. 

In the adult the iris is red ; bill pale pink ; inside of the mouth 
flesh-colour; legs plumbeous; claws dark horn-colour; in the 
young the bill is black. 

Length about 10 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 5*9 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape 1*35. 

Distribution . Nepal ; Darjiling terai ; Bhutan and Buxa Doars ; 
Cachar ; Manipur ; Karennee ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenasserim to 
the extreme south. Bare, but apparently a permanent resident. 

516. Oriolus macrons* The Nicobar Black-najoed Oriole. 

Oriolus macrourus, Blyth , J. A . S. B. xv, pp. 46, 370 (1846) ; id. 
Cat. p. 216; Horsf. $ M. Cat . i, p. 270; Ball , S. F. i, p. 71; 
Hume , S. F. ii, p. 228, iii, p. 132 ; id. Cat. no. 471 quat. ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 202. 

Coloration. Male. Lores and a band through the eye and across 
the nape, where it becomes about three quarters of an inch broad, 
black; forehead, crown, the whole upper plumage, lesser and 
median coverts, and outer webs of the greater wing-coverts deep 
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golden yellow ; remainder of the wing black ; the primary-coverts 
tipped yellow ; some of the primaries very narrowly margined with 
yellowish white about the middle of the outer web ; the secondaries 
obsoletely tipped with yellowish white ; edge of the wing and the 
whole lower plumage deep yellow ; the two middle tail-feathers 
black tipped with yellow, the others progressively more tipped 
with yellow, the extent of yellow on the outermost feather being 
about two inches. 

Female. Differs from the male in having the yellow parts less 
bright, and the back and wing-coverts tinged with green ; black of 
wing less intense, the primaries more broadly margined with yel- 
lowish, and the outer webs of the secondaries and tertiaries tinged 
with green. 

Legs and feet plumbeous ; claws dark horny; bill carneous ; iris 
carmine in the adult, dull red-brown in the young (. Hume ). 

Length about 11 ; tail 4*7 ; wing 6 : tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution . The Nicobar Islands, throughout the group. 

517. Oriolus andamanensis. The Andaman BlacJe-naped Oriole . 

Oriolus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 326 ; Ball, S. F. 
i, p. 72; Hume , S. F. ii, p. 226, iii, p. 132 ; id. Cat . no. 471 his; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 200. 

Broderipus andamanensis, Tytler , Walden , Ibis, 1873, p. 305, 

Coloration . Differs from 0. macrurus in being much smaller and 
in having the nape-band narrower, not exceeding half an inch in 
breadth. 

Legs and feet plumbeous, sometimes tinged with green ; soles 
dirty grey ; bill carneous or delicate pink ; ridge of culmen in some 
specimens brown on the terminal half; iris carmine; eyelids 
brownish red (Hume). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 5*3 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 
1*3. 

Distribution . The Andaman Islands, where this species has been 
procured on the South Andaman and Macpher son’s Straits. 

518. Oriolus kundoo. The Indian Oriole . 

Oriolus kundoo, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1882, p. 87 ; Blyth , Cat. p. 216 ; 
Hoi'sf. M. Cat. i, p. 271 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 107 ; Hume fy 
Herders. Lah. to Tarh. p. 200, pi. xi ; Hume , N. fy JS. p. 299 ; 
Scully , S. F, iv, p. 140 ; Ball, S. F. vil, p. 215 ; Hume , Cat. no. 
470 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. iii, p. 194 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 297 ; id. 
Ibis , 1881, p. 440 ; Barnes , Birds Bom . p. 193 ; Oates in Hume's 
H. §• IS. 2nd ed. i, p. 354. 

Pilak, Hind. ; Vanga-pandu, Tel. ; Pawseh , Mahr. ; Pashnool, Kashm. 

Coloration. Male . The whole head, body, and under wing- 
coverts rich yellow ; lores and a space round and behind the eye 
black; middle tail-feathers black with narrow yellow tips, the 



OBIOLUS. 


505 


others progressively less black and more yellow, the outermost 
feather almost entirely yellow, the black being confined to the base 
of the outer web ; wings black, all the quills tipped and partially 
margined with yellow; basal third of primary-coverts black, 
remainder yellow. 

Female . Differs from the male in having the back and scapulars 
tinged with green. 

Iris maroon-red ; bill brownish fiesh -colour ; legs and feet 
bluish-slate {Butler). 

Length about 9*5 ; tail 3*6 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus *9 • bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Distribution . The whole of India, from Kashmir and the Hima- 
layas (up to 9000 feet) to Cape Comorin, and from Sind to 
Western Bengal, the furthest point to the east from which this 
species is recorded being Manbhoom. 

This Oriole is a permanent resident in the plains and lower 
ranges of the Himalayas, and a summer visitor to Kashmir and the 
higher ranges. It extends into Afghanistan and Turkestan, but 
visits the latter country only in summer. 

Habits , <Sfc. Breeds from May to August, constructing a cradle- 
like nest of grass and strips of bark, which is suspended by the 
sides from the fork of a leafy branch of a large tree. The eggs, 
three or four in number, are white, spotted with black or reddish 
brown, and measure about 1T1 by *81. 

519. Oriolus galbula. The European Oriole . 

Oriolus galbula, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 160 (1766) ; Hume } 8. F. i, 
p. 182 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 191 ; Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 387 ; 
id. Cat. no. 470 bis ; Murray , Vert Zool. 8ind p. 136 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 194. 

Coloration. Resembles 0. Jcundoo. Differs in having the black 
on the head confined to the lores only and in having more black 
on the tail, the outermost feather being black on fully its basal 
half. O . galbula has also a longer wing. 

Bill dull reddish ; iris blood-red ; legs lead-grey (Dresser). 

Length about 10 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 6 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 
1-3. 

Dresser states that the adult female differs considerably in plu- 
mage from the male, but there is nothing in the British-Museum 
series of this bird which lends support to this statement. The 
male and female appear to differ in exactly the same particulars 
as do the sexes of O. kundoo. 

Distribution . A rare visitor to Sind in the autumn and winter. 
This Oriole is largely spread over Europe and Africa and portions 
of Western Asia. 

520. Oriolus xanthonotus. The Malay Black-headed Oriole. 

Oriolus xanthonotus, Horsf. Trans. Linn+Soc. xiii, p, 152 (1821) ; 
id. Zool . lies. Java , pi. ; Blyth, Cat. p. 215 ; Horsf. $ M. Cat. 
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i, p. 268 ; Stoliczka , J. A. 8. B . xxxix, pt. ii ; p. 817 5 Sharpe, Cat . 
B. M. iii, p. 213 ; Hume fy Dav. 8. P. vi, p. 380 ; Hume, Cat 
no. 473 “bis ; Oates, B. B . i, p. 215. 

Coloration, Male . The whole head, neck, chin, throat, and 
breast black ; abdomen and flanks white, streaked with black ; 
under tail-coverts yellow ; sides of the breast tinged with yellow ; 
axillaries grey ; under wing-coverts black, margined with yellow ; 
back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
yellow ; median wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with yellow ; 
the remaining coverts and all the quills black, most of them very 
narrowly edged with yellow ; tail black, tipped, with yellow, very 
narrowly on the median pair of feathers, and to an increasing 
extent outwardly. 

Female . The whole upper plumage, with the lesser wing-coverts 
and tertiaries, olive-yellow, and the feathers of the head with dusky 
striations ; lores grey ; feathers round the edges of the eyelids 
yellow ; the ear-coverts olive-yellow, with paler shafts ; chin and 
throat whitish ; breast, abdomen, and flanks white, streaked with 
black ; under tail-coverts yellow ; median and greater wing-coverts 
brown, edged with olive-yellow ; primaries dark brown, very nar- 
rowly edged with pale yellow; secondaries dark brown, broadly 
edged with olive-yellow ; tertiaries wholly olive-yellow ; tail olive- 
yellow, all the feathers tipped with bright yellow, as in the male, 
and all but the middle feathers with the portion near the shaft 
more or less dark brown. 

Owing to the adult female in this species being streaked, the 
young resemble her closely, but the wing-coverts of the latter are 
always edged with ferruginous. The young male in passing to the 
adult stage undergoes the same changes a 3 the young of the other 
Yellow Orioles. Occasionally an apparently adult male is found 
with black spots on the hack and black margins to the rump- 
feathers. 

The legs and feet are plumbeous blue or very dark plumbeous, 
the bill very dark fleshy or pale fleshy brown ; the irides crimson 
( Hume df Davison). 

Length 8 ; tail 2 * 8 ; wing 4*4 ; tarsus * 8 ; bill from gape 1-1. 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down 
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 


521. Oriolus melanocephalus. The Indian Blade-headed Oriole . 

Oriolus melanocephalus, Linn , Syst . Nat. i, p. ICO (1766) ; Blyth, Cat 

L 215 ; Horsf. ty M. Cat. i, p. 269 ; Jerd. B. 1 ii, p. 110 ; Sto- 
zka, J. A.' 8. B . xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 39; Hume, N. §* K p. 301 ; 
Butler, 8. F, iii, p. 474 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 215 ; Anders. 
Yunnan JExped ,, Aves, p. 660 ; Hume, Cat no. 472 ; Legge , Bi?'ds 
Ceyl. p. 357 ; Oates, B . B. i, p. 214 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 195 ; 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 187 ; Oates in Humis N.$B. 2nded. i, p. 359. 
Oriolus ceylonensis, Bonap. Comp. Av. i, p. 847 (1850) ; Jerd. B. I. 
ii, p. Ill ; Hume, J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 118 ; id. 8. F. 
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i, p. 439 ; id. Cat . no. 473 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. iii, p. 216 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 196. 

Oriolus himalayanus, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 358 (1879). 

The Bengal Black-headed Oriole, The Southern Black-headed Oriole, 
Jerd. ; JPilak, Zardak, Hind. ; Pirola at Goruckpore ; Konda-vanga pandu, 
Tel. ; Ka-kavxdla, Cing. ; Mamkoel, Mambala kuruvi, Tam. in Ceyl. 

Coloration. Male. The whole head, chin and throat, and the 
upper breast black. With this exception the whole of the body- 
plumage is bright yellow ; coverts to primaries black, with yellow 
tips forming a wing-spot ; winglet black ; the upper wing-coverts 
yellow ; the first primary wholly black, the others black tipped 
with yellow and obsoletely margined with yellowish white on the 
outer web ; secondaries and tertiaries black, with broad diagonal 
tippings of yellow on the outer webs, gradually extending also to 
the inner web; the last tertiary or two wholly yellow on the 
outer web ; tail yellow, the middle pair of feathers black on 
their terminal half, with a yellow tipping, the next pair with less 
black and a greater yellow tipping, and the third pair with merely 
a small patch of black on the outer web (absent in very old birds). 
The shafts of all the rectrices black. 

Female. [Resembles the male, but has the yellow of the back and 
breast less bright with sometimes a tinge of green. 

In the adult the iris is crimson, the eyelids plumbeous, the inside 
of the mouth flesh-colour, the bill pinkish, the legs plumbeous, and 
the claws dark horn-colour; the young have the iris brown and 
the bill varying from black, when quite young, to pink varied with 
dusky, when older. 

Length 9-5 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

The majority of the members of this species in Ceylon and Southern 
India are smaller and have less yellow on the wing than birds from 
other parts, but as some Ceylon specimens can be matched by others 
from Northern India, I do not propose to keep the two races 
distinct. 

Birds of this species vary in the greater or less amount of 
yellow on the tertiaries, these being entirely yellow on the outer 
webs in some birds and black tipped with yellow in others. The 
primary-coverts are tipped with yellow in varying quantity, the 
yellow tips ranging from one third to one half of an inch. The 
length of wing varies from about 4*8 to 5*5. 

Distribution. The whole of India east of a line drawn roughly 
from the Sutlej valley through Mount Abu to Elattiwar, not 
on the Himalayas, however, to any great height, probably not 
above 4000 feet ; the whole of Assam and the tracts to the south 
through Burma to Tenasserim, where this species occurs as far 
south as Mergui ; Ceylon ; the Andamans. This Oriole is every- 
where a permanent resident in the well-wooded parts of the 
country. 

Habits , $c. Breeds from April to August. The nest and eggs 
are similar to those of 0. Teundoo. The eggs measure about 1*14 
by *82. 
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522. Oriolus traillii. The Maroon Oriole. 

Pastor traillii, Vigors , B. Z. S. 1831, p. 175 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 35. 

Analcipus traillii ( Vig .), Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 467. 

Psaropholus traillii ( Vig,), Jard. § Selb. Ill . Orn . iv, pi. 26 ; Blyth fy 
Wald. Birds Burm. p. 139. 

Oriolus traillii ( Vig .), Blyth, Cat p. 215; Horsf. $■ M. Cat. i, 
p. 27 2 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 112 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 222 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 474 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 299 ; Oates, B. B. i, 
p. 216 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 188 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. 
i, p. 362. 

Melambok, Lepch, ; Tania-pia, Bhut. 

Coloration. The whole head, neck, chin, and throat black ; the 
wings and under wing-eoverts, with the tips of some of the 
scapulars, glossy black ; remainder of plumage, with the tail, 
bright shining maroon-red, the tail not so bright as the other 
parts. 

The young have the crown and nape dark brown ; back, rump, 
scapulars, and wing-coverts dark brown, each feather edged with 
rufous; upper tail-coverts maroon-red, with black shafts; tail 
maroon-red; the greater part of the middle pair of feathers and 
the edges of the outer webs of the others brown; lower plumage 
white, streaked with brown ; under tail-coverts pale maroon ; 
wings brown. As the bird grows older the head becomes black, 
the upper plumage loses the rufous fringes and turns gradually to 
maroon, the under plumage becomes tinged with red, the streaks 
disappear, and the adult plumage is assumed by a series of slow 
changes. 

Bill pale bluish grey ; irides pale huffy yellow ; feet plumbeous ; 
c aws blue at base, pale horny at tip (Scully). 

Length 11 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1 ; hill from gape 1*45. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Dibru- 
garh in Assam ; the Khdsi hills ; Manipur ; Karennee ; Northern 
Tenasserim; Pegu; Arrakan. This species is rare and very 
locally distributed. It ascends the Himalayas to 7000 or 8000 
feet. 

Habits , Sfc. The nest of this Oriole has been found in Sikhim in 
April. It is of the usual Oriole type. The eggs resemble those 
of O . Icundoo , and measure about 1*13 by *82. 
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Family EULABETID^E. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of the mandible smooth or the 
upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus longitudially 
bilaminated, thelaminse entirely smooth ; wing with ten primaries ; 
tongue non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line of forehead, 
the space between the nostrils and the edge of the mandible less 
than the distance between the nostril and the culmen ; plumage of 
the nestling streaked ; rictal bristles present ; sexes alike ; rectrices 
twelve ; first primary small ; one moult in the year. 

The family Eulabetidce , so far as India is concerned, contains 
only two genera, Eulabes and Calornis. These genera are usually 
placed among the Sturnidce, but there are such important dif- 
ferences between the two families, that I deem it necessary to 
separate them. 

The Eulabetidce are strictly arboreal, have rictal bristles, and 
lay spotted eggs. The Stuimidce, on the other hand, procure a great 
portion of their food on the ground, have no trace of rictal bristles, 
and lay spotless eggs. 

In Calornis the young bird is very greatly streaked, but in 
Eulabes the plumage of the young, so far as specimens of the 
young at my disposal have enabled me to determine the point, are 
plain. But I have seen no really young nestling. Probably 
Eulabes should not be associated with Calornis, but rather with 
the subfamily Sibiince of the Crateropodidce. 

Key to the Genera . 


«. Fleshy wattles on the head Eulabes, p. 500. 

b. No wattles on the head Calornis, p. 514. 


Genus EULABES, Cuvier, 1817. 

The genus Eulabes contains the Grackles or Talking-Mynas, four 
of which are Indian species and well-known familiar cage-birds. 

The Grackles chiefly frequent forests on hills, but are at times 
found in the plains. They feed entirely on fruit, never descending 
to the ground. Their natural notes are varied, and they are easily 
taught to repeat words and sounds. They live on the highest 
trees, laying their eggs in natural hollows of trees which are 
merely lined with a few leaves or a little grass. The eggs are 
generally only two in number, and they are a pale green or blue, 
spotted and splashed with purple and chocolate-brown. 
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In Eulabes the plumage is very glossy ; the head is famished 
with fleshy wattles, and there are frequently some bare patches of 
skin on the side of the head ; the bill is thick, high, and curved, 
shorter than the head ; the rictal bristles are weak ; the feathers 
of the crown are very short and curled inwards, with a sort of 
parting down the middle of the crown ; the wing is rather blunt, 
and the tail short and nearly square ; the feet are strong. 

All the G-rackles are resident species or very locally migratory. 


Key to the Sjpedes . 


а. Some bare skin on sides of head. 

a'. Two elongate bare patches of skin on the 

nape 

b\ No bare patches of skin on the nape. 
a". Bare patch under eye joined to patch 

over ear-coverts 

b''. Bare patch under eye not connected with 
patch over ear-coverts 

б. No bare skin on sides of head 


F. religiosa , p. 510. 


F. intermedia , p. 511. 

E. javanensis, p. 512. 
E. ptilogenys, p. 513. 


523. Eulabes religiosa. The Southern GracJcle. 

Gracula religiosa, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 164 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. 

p. 108. 

Eulabes religiosa (Linn.), Horsf. § M. Cat. ii, p. 522 ; Jerd. B. I. 
ii, p. 337 ; Hume.N. §• E. p. 435 ; id. S. F. iv, p. 402 ; Fairbank, 
S. F. v, p. 407 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 221 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 682 ; 
Hume , Cat. no. 692 3 Davison, S. F. x, p. 401; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 258 ; Oates in Hume’s N. 8f F. 2nd ed. i, p. 363. 

Mainatus religiosa (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 99. 

The Southern Hill Myna, Jerd. ; Kokni maina Hind. ; Konda goririka, 
Tel. 

Coloration. The whole plumage glossy black, most of the pri- 
maries with a patch of white at their base ; portions of the head 
bare as shown (fig. 148) ; the coronal and auricular nude patches 
joined posteriorly and produced into wattles. 

The young are dull black and have no wattles. • 

Iris brown, the outer edge white, darkly mottled ; bill orange- 
yellow ; legs and feet citron-yellow ; lappets and cheek-spot rich 
yellow, the latter tinged with blue at the upper edge (Legge). 

Length about 10 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Distribution . The hilly and well- wooded portions of the southern 
part of India ; Ceylon. This species is rather local, and confined 
chiefly to the large forests of the western coast of India as far 
north as Coorg. It is, however, found on the east as far north as 
G-oomsur and the Northern Oircars, according to Ball. On the 
Palni hills it is found between 4000 and 5000 feet, and on the 
Nilgiris from 4000 feet; downwards. In Ceylon, according to 



EULABES. 


511 


Leg^e, it is not found above 1500 feet. The distribution of this 
species is not well shown by the series in the British Museum, and 
its northern limits are difficult to determine. 



[.Fig. 148. — Head of E. religion. 


Habits, <$fc. Breeds from March to October. The eggs measure 
about 1*3 by *88, and are generally two in number. 

524. Eulabes intermedia. The Indian Graelcle . 

Grracula intermedia, A. Hay , Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, pt. ii, p. 157 
(1844) ; JBlyth, Cat. p. 107 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 391. 

Eulabes intermedia (A. Hay), Horsf. § M. Cat. ii, p. 523 ,* Jerd. 
B. Z ii, p. 339; Ball , 3. F. i, p. 77; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis. 
1877 , p. 460 ; Ball , 3. F. yii, p. 222 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8r F. 
2nd ea. i, p. 365. 

Eulabes andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis , 1867, p. 331 ; Wald. 
Ibis , 1871, p. 177. 

Eulabes javanensis (Osb.\ Hume , N. fy F. p. 436; id. 3. F. ii, 
p. 254, v, p. 86 ; id. Bov. 3. F. vi, p. 396 ; Hume , Cat. no. 693 
(part.). ^ 

Mainatus intermedius (A. Hay), Sharpe , Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 104. 
Mainatus andamanensis {Tytler), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 107. 

The Nepal Hill Myna, Jerd. ; Faharia-maina , Hind. ; Thaleegak, 
Burm. 



Fig. 149. — Head of E. intermedia. 


Coloration. The whole plumage black, the edges of the feathers 
broadly edged with metallic lilac and green ; wings and tail dull 
black, most of the primaries with a patch of white at their base. 

The young bird is dull black and has no wattles. These begin 
to grow in the first October after birth. 

Bill coral-red, yellow at the tip ; mouth flesh-colour ; iris brown ; 
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wattles and naked skin o£ bead yellow, tinged with orange on the 
sides of the head ; the corner near the eye faintly tinged with 
blue ; legs yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour. 

Length about 11-5; tail 3*3; wing 6*4; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

A race of this species from the Andamans and Nicobars has 
been separated under the name of E. andamanensis. Typical 
examples have a longer wing and more white on the wing than 
E. intermedia . I do not consider it advisable to retain this race 
separate. 

Distribution . The Himalayas from Kurnaun to Assam, and thence 
through Burma to the southernmost portion of Tenasserim, and 
down the Malay peninsula ; south-eastern Central Provinces and 
neighbouring tracts, where this species has been recorded from 
G-angpur and Sarunda, Kalahandi, Jaipur, Bastar, and Sambalpur. 
This species does not ascend the Himalayas to any great height, 
but keeps chiefly to the lower ranges and valleys. It is found in 
the Andamans and Nicobars. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds from March to May, laying two or three 
eggs, which measure about 1*13 by -8. 


525. Eulabes javanensis. The Malay GracJele . 

Corvus javanensis, Osbeck, Voy. to China, i, p. 157 (1771). 

Eulabes javanus, Cuv . Rbgne Anim. 2nd ed. i, p. 377 (1829). 
Gracula javanensis {Osb.), Blyth, Cat. p. 107 (part.) ; Hume , Cat . 

no. 693 (part.) j Oates , B. B. i, p. 893. 

Eulabes javanensis {Osb.), Horst. <§r M. Cat. ii, p. 524 (part.) ; 
Walden, Ibis , 1871, p. 176. 

Mainatus javanensis {Osb.'), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 102. 



Fig. 150. — Head of E. javanensis. 


Coloration . Resembles E. intermedia , but is much larger, with 
very much more massive hill and legs. The chief difference 
between the two species, however, consists in the shape and dis- 
position of the naked patches on the side of the head. In E. in- 
termedia the patch under the eye and the one over the ear-coverts 
are joined together. In E. javanensis the patches are in most 
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cases quite separated by a feathered tract, as shown in the cut 
(fig. 150). Bor this cut I have selected a bird in which this 
feature is marked in an extraordinary degree, but it is more or 
less the same in other specimens. Some birds, however, have the 
patches joined by a narrow line not broader than an ordinary pin. 
But under no circumstances can the two species be confounded, if 
well-prepared specimens of each be examined. 

Bill orange-vermilion, yellow at the tip ; legs and wattles sulphur- 
yellow ( "Wardian > Ramsay ). 

Length about 12*5; tail 3*5; wing 6*8; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution . The extreme south of Tenasserim, probably ranging 
into the Thoungyeen valley. The Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java, 
and Borneo. 

Habits , Sfo. A nest of a G-rackle found by Bingham in Tenasserim, 
judging by the size of the eggs, belonged to this species. It was 
found in March, and the two eggs it contained measured 1 3 by 
*95, and 1*27 by *93. 

526. Eulabes ptilogenys. The Ceylon Grackle. 

Gracula ptilogenys, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 285 (1846) ; id. Cat . 

p. 108. 

Eulabes ptilogenys {Blyth), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 410 ; Ley ye, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 685, jpl. 29, fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat, no. 693 bis ; Oates in 
Harness N' ty 2nd ed. i, p. 366. 

Mainatus ptilogenys {Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 109. 

Mal-Kawada, Selalaheniya, Cing. 




Pig. 151.— Head of B. ptilogenys. 

Coloration. No naked skin on side of head ; the whole plumage 
brilliant glossy black, the first six or seven primaries with a patch 
of white at their bases. 

Iris (male) greyish white, dappled with brown, (female) white 
or yellowish white ; bill orange-red, with the upper mandible 
black from gape to nostril, the lower black for half its length ; 
legs and feet gamboge-yellow ; claws blackish ; lappets rich yellow 
( Legge ). 

Length about 10 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1*35 ; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

VOL. i. 
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Distribution . Ceylon. 

Habits , 6fc. Breeds in June, July, and August. The eggs, two 
in number, measure about 1-3 by *97. 


Genus CALORNIS, Gray, 1841. 

The genus Calornis comprises some birds which are frequently 
termed Glossy Starlings or Tree-Stares. They are largely repre- 
sented in South-eastern Asia and range to Australia. I do not 
know how far the Glossy Starlings of Africa are related to the 
Glossy Starlings of Asia, but there seem to be important differences 
between some of them. 

In Calornis the plumage is highly glossy ; the bill is stout with 
the culmen curved ; the nostrils small and round ; the wing sharp 
and long ; the tail moderate in length and considerably graduated, 
and the foot strong. 



Fig. 152.— Head of C. chalybeias. 

Only one species of Calornis occurs in India, and of this species 
the insular race from the islands of the Bay of Bengal is subject to 
some variation in colour. 

527. Calornis chalybelus. The Glossy Calornis . 

Turdus chalybeus, Horsf. Trans . Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 148 (1821). 
Tiu'dus strigatus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 148 (1821). 

Lanius insidiator, Raffles , Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 307 (1821). 
Calornis cantor {GmJ, apud Blyth , Cat. p. 111. 

Calornis affinis, A. Hay , Blyth , J. A. S. B. xv, pp. 36, 369 (1846) ; 

Blyth, Cat. p. Ill; Wald. Ibis , 1875, p. 461. 

Calornis chalybeus {Horsf.), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 543 ; Hume Sr 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 394 ; Hume, Cat. no. 690 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, 

L 390 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 143 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf B. 
d ed. i, p. 367. 

Calornis tvtleri, Hume. S. F. i, p. 480 (1873) ; id. N. E. p. 434 ; 

id. S. F~. ii, p. 253 ; id. Cat. no. 690 ter. 

Calornis irwini, Hume , S. F. i, p. 481 (1873). 

. Coloration. The lores and feathers at the base of the upper 
mandible black without gloss ; with this exception, the whole plu- 
mage black with a brilliant green gloss ; wings and tail black with 
only a faint bluish gloss. 

The young have the upper plumage brown overlaid with green ; 
the wings brown, edged paler; the lower plumage huffy white, 
streaked with greenish brown. 
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In all adults the legs, feet, and bill are black, the irides crimson 
scarlet. In younger birds the legs and feet are brownish or 
bluish black, the irides yellowish white ; at a later stage the irides 
are pale yellow with a reddish-brown tinge ; then they become 
orange-vermilion, and finally scarlet-crimson (Hume Sf Davison). 

Length 8-5 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1. 

Making small allowances, the plumage and size of this species 
are very constant throughout its great range. Birds from the 
Andamans are somewhat larger on the whole, but some birds from 
Tipperah run very close to them in this respect. Singapore speci- 
mens are the smallest. The Andaman race, in addition to being 
somewhat larger, is of a much darker green, almost a black in some 
lights. I do not, however, propose to separate this insular form, 
as I have had a difficulty in separating some of the Andaman birds 
from others from Tipperah and Burma. 

Distribution. Tipperah ; Dacca ; Cachar ; the Khasi hills ; Arra- 
kan : the southern half of Tenasserim from Tay to Malewun ; the 
Andamans and Nicobars ; extending down the Malay peninsula 
to Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits , <$fc. This Calornis associates in large flocks and frequents 
trees, never descending to the ground. It breeds in holes of trees, 
in the recesses of old bridges and buildings, in boles in the banks 
of rivers, and in the tops of palm-trees. The eggs, which appear 
to be three in number, are pale greenish blue spotted and blotched 
with reddish and purple. They measure about 1 by *74. 


2 i* 2 




Fig. 153 . — Acridotheres h'istis. 


Family STURNIM. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus bilaminated, 
the laminae entire and smooth ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue 
non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line of forehead, the space 
between the nostril and the edge of the mandible less than the 
space between the nostril and the culmen ; plumage of the nestling 
typically streaked; no rictal bristles nor vestige of any; sexes 
alike or very nearly so ; rectrices twelve ; first primary minute ; 
one moult in the year. 


The Sturnidce or the Starlings and Mynas, as restricted in this 
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work, form one of the best-defined families of the Passeres. I 
exclude from this family the G-rackles {Eulabes) and the Glossy 
Starlings ( Colornis), which have hitherto been associated with the 
true Starlings by nearly all writers. These two genera differ in 
so many important matters, as has been already pointed out, that 
I cannot look upon them as in any way closely allied to the 
Sturnidce . 

The Sturnidce are spread over a considerable portion of the Old 
World. A few species are migratory, but the majority, especially 
of the Indian species, are resident. They are almost without 
exception gregarious. They frequent trees, but the main portion 
of their food is obtained on the ground. They breed in holes of 
trees and buildings, a very few only making nests of straw in 
branches, and they all lay unspotted eggs of various tints of blue. 

The plumage of the young of the Sturnidce is in most cases 
streaked below. This is most evident and most developed in 
Sturnus ; but many other genera show indications of streaking 
in various degrees. On the other hand, some genera appear to 
have the young quite plain. The series of nestlings in the British 
Museum is necessarily very imperfect, since little attention is paid 
by collectors to the acquisition of young specimens in down. 


Key to the Genera, 

a . Wing pointed, secondaries falling short of 

tip by more than length of tarsus. 
a\ Crest extremely long, much exceeding 
tarsus in length and reaching to upper 

back 

b\ Crest moderate or obsolete, always shorter 
than tarsus. 

a”. Feathers of forehead short, lying flat 
and directed backwards ; entire head 
feathered. 

a"'. Bill stout, as long as head, hroad 
and bluntly tipped. 
a 4 , Covering membrane of nostril 
plumed only on posterior half; 

plumage glossy, speckled 

b 4 . Covering membrane of nostril 
plumed throughout ; plumage 
neither glossy nor speckled .... 
b'". Bill slender, shorter than head, nar- 
rowing regularly to a sharp point. 
c 4 . Middle rectrices longer than the 

outermost 

d 4 . Middle rectrices shorter than the 
outermost 

6". Feathers of forehead lengthened, pro- 
jecting forward ; region of eye naked. 

b. Wing blunt, secondaries falling short of tip 

by less than length of tarsus. 
d. Crest much longer than tarsus, reaching 
to upper hack 


Pastor, p. 518. 


Sturntjs. p. 519. 
Spoxuopsar, p. 524. 

Sttjrnia, p. 525. 
Agropsar, p. 580. 
Ampeuceps, p. 531. 

Tbmenuchus, p. 532. 
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d'. Orest shorter than tarsus. 
c". Bare skin on side of head. 

c'". Frontal feathers short and inclined 
backwards. 

e 4 . Bare skin of face restricted to a 

patch behind eye 

/ 4 . Bare skin of face extending both 

below and behind eye 

d ,n . Frontal feathers lengthened and erect 
d". No bare skin on side of head, 
e"'. Bill shorter than head, culmen 
curved ; frontal feathers lengthened, 

curly, erect 

f". Bill as long as head, culmen straight ; 
frontal feathers short and inclined 
backwards 


Stubnornis, p. 533. 

Gbactjupica, p. 534. 
Acridotheres, p. 537. 

^Ethiopsar, p. 539. 
Sturnopastor, p. 542. 


Genus PASTOR, Temm., 1815. 

The genus Pastor contains one well-known Starling which is 
found over the greater part of India proper for nine months of: the 
year, absenting itself during the other three for the purpose of 
breeding in Western Asia and Europe. 

In Pastor the sexes are very closely alike, but the young bird is 
brown, and streaked on the fore neck, and it takes nearly two years 
to assume the adult plumage. The bill is rather shorter than the 
head, slender and curved ; the nasal membrane is plumed ; the 
head is fully crested with pointed feathers of great length ; the 
wing is extremely long and pointed ; the tail short and square. 
The plumage is very handsome and differs in colour in the summer 
and winter, the tips which adorn the feathers in the latter season 
dropping off in the former. 

528. Pastor roseus. The Rose-coloured Starling . 

Turdus roseus, Linn. Syst . Nat. i, p. 294 (1766), 

Pastor roseus {Linn.), Rlyth , Cat. p. Ill ; Horsf \ M. Cat . ii, p. 539 ; 
Jerd. B. L ii, p. 333 ; Beavan, Ibis , 1867, p. 331 ; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 208; Bally 8 . JF. iii, p. 208; Scully , S. F. iv, p. 164; Hume , 
Cat . no. 690 ; JD oig, 8. F. viii, p. 374 ; Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. G73 ; 
Baimes, Birds Bom . p. 257 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 63 ; Oates 
in Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 368. 

Golabi maina , Hind, in the North: Tilyer , Hind, in the South; 
Pariki-pitta, Palisa , Tel. ; Sura kuravi , Tam. ; Bya in Sind. 

Coloration . The adult in summer has the whole head, crest, neck, 
chin, throat and upper breast, wings and tail glossy black ; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries black, edged with white ; thighs, a patch 
on each flank, and the under tail-coverts black tipped with white ; 
remainder of the plumage rose-colour. 

After . the autumn moult and throughout the winter the black 
feathers of t^e head, throat, and neck are tipped with buff. These 
tips are cast at the end of winter, or get worn off. 

The sexes are very similar, but the female is perhaps slightly 
paler, with a shorter crest. 
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The nestling has the whole plumage sandy brown, the feathers 
of the crown with darker centres, the lower plumage paler and 
more inclined to white ; the whole fore neck streaked with brown; 
wings and tail dark brown, each feather edged with pale buff. 



Fig. 154. — Head of P. roseus . 


At the first autumn moult the rose-colour is assumed in a faint 
form, some black feathers make their appearance on the upper 
breast, and the wings and tail become black. The fully adult 
plumage is probably not assumed till the second autumn, and is 
acquired by a gradual change of colour, not of feather. 

Iris dark brown; legs and feet yellowish brown; bill pinkish- 
fiesh, brown on the culmen {Butler). 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*25 ; bill from gape 1 -3. 

Distribution . The whole of India as far east as Western Bengal, 
Ball recording this species from Manbhoom. It is found on the 
lower ranges of the Himalayas as far east as Sikhim. It extends 
to Ceylon, and is said to have occurred in the Andamans. It is 
absent from India from about the middle of May to the beginning of 
July, but is abundant at other times. It occurs over a considerable 
portion of Europe and Western and Central Asia. 

Habits , Sfc. Occurs in large flocks, feeding chiefly on or near the 
ground on grain, fruit, and insects. This Starling has not been 
found breeding in any part of India. It breeds in large societies 
in Asia Minor and other parts in June, on rocky hill-sides, con- 
structing its nest, which is merely a small pad of grass, on the 
ground, under stones, or even in the open. The eggs, varying from 
two to five, are white or bluish white, and measure about 1*1 by *8. 

Genus STURNUS, Linn., 1766. 

The genus JSturnus contains the true Starlings, birds which have 
a wide distribution, and are more or less familiar and well-known 
wherever they occur. 

The Starlings may* be recognized by their bright plumage, which 
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is glossed with red, purple, and blue, and by the hackled feathers of 
the head, throat, and breast. They have a winter and a summer 
plumage, the change from the winter to the summer garb being 
caused by the casting of the buff: tips of the feathers, and the colour 
of the bill changes according to season. The young are much 
streaked below, and do not resemble the adult till the first autumn. 
The sexes are closely, if not absolutely, alike. 

The Starlings are gregarious. They feed chiefly on the ground, 
on insects and worms, but they are fond of fruit and berries, which 
they pick off trees. They breed in holes of trees, walls, and 
buildings, making a slovenly nest of straw and feathers. 

In Sturnus the bill is as long as the head, broad, blunt, and 
straight. The nostrils are covered by a membrane which is 
feathered on the posterior half. The wing is very sharp, but the 
tail short and square. 

Most of the true Starlings are migratory in a greater or less 
degree. 

The six species which occur in India are closely allied, but they 
may be separated by the colour of the gloss on the feathers. 
This gloss varies in each species, and is in each instance correlated 
with a certain geographical distribution, so that we may look on 
these Starlings as constituting well-defined species. I have had 
no difficulty in separating the various species treated of here, both 
the colours and the dimensions being very constant in each 
species. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Head green or blue j interscapulaxy region 

red. 

a\ Rump bronze-green S. Jtumii, p. 520. 

V. Rump red like the hack. 

a". Wing coppery-bronze, over 5 S. povphyronotus, p. 521. 

b " . Wing bronze-green, about4-5 8. minor , p. 522. 

b. Head purplish red j interscapulary region 


green. 

c’. Scapulars, wings, and hack uniformly 

C m j under wing-coverts edged with 

8. menzbieri, p. 522. 

d. Scapulars, wings, and back not of one 
colour ; under wing-coverts edged with 
white. 

c". Back green ; scapular s blue ; wings red 8. poltaratzskii, p. 523. 
d'\ Back green j scapulars and wings red 8. purpurascens, p. 524. 


529. Sturnus humii. The Himcdayan Starling . 

Sturnus indicus, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool . Misc. p. 84 (1844, descr. 

nulla) ; Sharpe, Cat . JB. M. xiii, p. 35 (1889). 

Sturnus splendens, Bonap. Comp. Av. i, p. 421 (1850, ex Temm . 
M8., descr. nulla). 

Sturnus unicolor, Marmora , apud. Jerd . B. I. ii, p. 322. 

Sturnus uitens, Hume , Ibis, 1871, p. 410 (nec Brehni ) ; Hume § 
Headers. Lah. to Yark. p. 250, pi. xxiv ; Hume, N. & E. p. 425 ; 
id. 8. F. iii, p. 409 ; id. Cut. no. 682 ; id. 8. F. viii, p. 174. 
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Sturnus humii, Brooks , Ibis, Oct. 1876, p. 500 ; id. S. F. viii, p. 487 ; 
Gould, B. Asia, v (descr., nee fig. 43 = S. membieri ) ; Oates in 
Hume's N, fy F, 2nd ed. i, p. 369. 

Sturnus ambiguus, Hume, S. F. iv, p. 512 (Dec. 1876), v, p. 238. 

The Glossy Black Starling, Jerd. 

Coloration . Summer. Black with, a few fulvous specks, which 
are sometimes absent on the flanks ; wings and tail brown, edged 
with velvety black ; under wing-coverts dark brown, edged with 
white. 

Winter . All the feathers of the upper plumage and wing-coverts 
tipped with buff, the head alone in some old birds being spotless or 
nearly so ; sides of head and lower plumage black, with large 
whitish tips to the feathers of the flanks, lower abdomen, and 
under tail-coverts. 

Gloss . Forehead, crown, nape, aud sides of head purplish blue, 
ear-coverts greenish ; throat, neck, upper breast, and back coppery 
red ; rump, scapulars, wings, and abdomen bronze-green. 

The nestling is pale brown above and on the sides of the head 
and neck ; lower plumage whitish streaked with brown ; sides of 
the body uniformly brown. 

At the first autumn the colours and gloss of the adult are 
assumed, but the terminal spots on the feathers remain very large and 
numerous over the entire upper plumage, and the spots on the lower 
plumage are also large, round, and pure white. In the first spring 
these tips are in great measure cast off, but some few remain 
throughout the first summer. 

Bill yellow; legs and feet reddish brown (Hume). 

Length about 7*5; tail 2-2; wing 4*6; tarsus 1*15; bill from 
gape 1*25. 

Distribution. Kashmir and the Himalayas to Nepal, occasionally 
descending in winter to the plains, specimens having been procured 
at Dinapore and Et4wah, and in Sind. This species also occurs in 
the extreme north-west of the Punjab, where it breeds. It extends 
to Kandahar. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in the Punjab and in Kashmir in April and 
May, in. holes of willow-trees, <fce. The eggs measure about 1-13 
by *83. 

530. Sturnus porphyronotus. The Central-Asian Starling . 

Sturnus purpurascens, Gould , apvd Hume , S. F. viii, p. 174 ; 
Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 488; Bidduljph, Ibis , 1881, p. 79; Scully, 
Ibis , 1881, p. 573. 

Sturnus vulgaris, Linn., apud ScuUy , S. F. iv, p. 163. 

Sturnus porphyronotus, Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 488 ; id. Cat . B. M. 
xiii, p. 38, pi. 2. 

Coloration. ^Resembles S. humii. 

Gloss. Head, throat, and fore neck bronzy green ; whole upper 
plumage and scapulars rich purple or purplish red ; wings coppery 
bronze; breast reddish violet ; abdomen coppery bronze. 
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Legs and feet dark reddish brown ; bill blackish brown in winter ; 
iris dark brown {Hume); bill in summer yellow, dusky at tip 
(Scully). 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to India. In the British Museum 
there are specimens of this Starling from Kashmir, various parts of 
the Punjab, Debra, Saharanpur, Aligarh, and Etawah. 

This species summers in Turkestan, and is also found in Afghani- 
stan, but probably only in winter. 

Habits , fyc. Breeds in Turkestan in May and June. According 
to Scully the eggs measure 1*19 by ’83. 


531. Sturnus minor. The Small Indian Starling . 

Stumus minor, Hume , S. F. i, p. 207 (1873) ; Blanf. 8. F. v, p. 246 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 681 bis; id. 8. F. viii, p. 174; Doig, 8. F. viii, 
p. 374 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 254 ; Sharpe, Ibis , 1888, p. 440 ; 
id. Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 39 ; Oates in Hume's N. ty F. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 370. 

Coloration . Resembles S. humii . 

Gloss. Head, throat, and fore neck bronzy green ; back, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and scapulars very rich purplish red; wings 
bronze-green ; breast reddish violet ; abdomen coppery bronze. 

Iris in male brown, in female pale whitish ; bill veliow, dusky at 
tip; legs and feet claret-brown (Doig); the bill appears to be 
brown in winter. 

Length about 8 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution. Permanently resident in Sind, and occurring as far 
east as Etawah. 

Habits , dfc. Mr. Doig found this Starling breeding on the banks 
of the Eastern H&ra in Sind, from March to May, in holes of trees. 
The eggs, frequently five in number, measure about 1*03 by *79. 

532. Stumus menzbieri. The Common Indian Starling . 

Sturnus vulgaris, IAnn., apud. Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 321; Hume, S.F. 
i, p. 206 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 221 ; Hume, Cat. no. 681 ; id. S. F. 
vin. p. 175 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 329 ; Bames, Birds Bom. p. 263 ; 
Hume , 8. F. xi, p. 260. 

Sturnus humii, Gould , B. Asia , v, pi. 48 (uec descr.). 

Sturnus menzbieri, Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 438 ; id. Cat . B. M. xiii. 
- p. 33, pi. i. 

The Common Starling , Jerd. ; Telia-maina , Hind. ; Tilora, at Ghazipur ; 
Nakshi-telia, at Agra ; Tilgiri , Kashm. 

Coloration. Resembles S. humii. Under wing-coverts brown, 
broadly edged with buff. 

Gloss. Head, neck, and throat purplish red ; upper plumage and 
wings bronze-green ; lower plumage greenish blue. 
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Bill blackish horn in winter, lower mandible narrowly edged 
white; legs and feet dark hazel; iris deep brown (Butler). 

Length about 9; tail 2*6; wing 5; tarsus l* 15 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution . A winter visitor to the Himalayas as far east as 
Dibrugark in Assam, and to the plains of India as far south as the 



Fig. 155. — Head of S. menzbieri. 


atitude of Baroda. In the British Museum there is, however, a 
specimen procured by Burgess in the Deccan, and another from 
the Tweeddale collection marked Madras. 

Hume states that this species breeds in Kashmir. Scully on the 
other hand informs us that it passes through G-ilgit at the spring 
and autumn migration, and that a few remain during the winter in 
that place. He does not appear to have noticed it in summer. 
This Starling retires in summer to Siberia and portions of Central 
Asia. 


533. Stumus poltaratzskii. Finscti s Starling . 

Sturnus poltaratzskii, Finsch , P Z. 8 . 1878, p. 712; Sharpe, Ibis , 
1888, p. 439 ; Scully, J. A. S. B. lvi, pt. ii, p. 86 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. xiii, p. 36. 

Stumus nobilior, Hume, S. F. viii, p. 175 (1879). 

Coloration. [Resembles S. humii . 

Gloss . Head, throat, neck, tail, and wings purplish red ; hind 
neck, back, and breast bronze-green ; scapulars and rump purplish 
blue ; abdomen purplish red. 

Bill yellow in summer, the base of the lower mandible horn- 
grey ; feet reddish brown ; iris brown (Finsch). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 4*8 to 5*2 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill 
from gape 1*3. 

Distribution . The only specimens that I have seen of this Star- 
ling from India are, one from Mardan in the Punjab on the 
borders of Cabul, another from India, and one from Sind. 

The first is in the Hume collection, the second in the G-ould col- 
lection, the third was collected by Blanford on the Manchhar. 

This Starling occurs westwards as far as Europe in winter, and 
in Siberia and Central Asia in summer. Einsch found it breeding 
on lake Marka-Kul in the Chinese High Altai at 5000 feet in 
June. 
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534. Sturnus purpurascens. Gould's Starling , 

Sturnus purpurascens, Gould , P. Z. S. 1868, p. 219 ; id. B. Asia , v, 
pi. 44 j Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 440 $ id. Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 37. 

Coloration . Resembles S. humii . 

Gloss . As in poltaratzsTcii , but the green of the back confined 
to a small median portion only ; the other parts of the back suf- 
fused with purplish red ; scapulars brilliant purplish red, not blue. 

The colours of the bill, <fcc. are not recorded. 

Length about 9; tail 2*8 ; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1‘2; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution . A rare visitor to India. I have examined a speci- 
men procured by Col. Biddulph at Rawalpindi, and another from 
the Grurgaon district, Punjab, procured by Mr. W. 1ST. Chill in 
February. 

This species appears to be a permanent resident in the south- 
east portion of Europe and in Asia from Asia Minor to Kandahar. 

Genus SPODIOPSAR * Sharpe, 1889. 

The genus Spodiopsar differs from Sturnus in having the cover- 
ing membrane of the nostril entirely plumed, and in the plumage 
being without gloss. There is, moreover, no difference in Spodi- 
opsar between the summer and the winter plumage. The culmen 
of the bill is slightly curved and not perfectly straight as in 
Sturnus . The sexes are alike. 

The head of Spodiopsar cineraceus resembles so closely that of 
Sturnus menzbieri in structure, except in the particulars above 
noted, that it is not necessary to figure it. 

535. Spodiopsar cineraceus. The Grey Starling . 

Sturnus cineraceus, Temm . PZ. Col. ii, pi. 656 (1836) ; id. 8? Schleg. 
Faun . Jap., Aves, p. 85, pi. 45 ; David $ Oustalet, Ois. Chine, 
p. 361. 

Poliopsar cineraceus ( Temm .), Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 476 ; id. Cat . 
B. M. xiii, p. 41. 

Coloration . Forehead, crown, nape, and sides of neck black, the 
forehead streaked with white; lores, ear-coverts, and round the 
eye white streaked with black ; chin and throat dark ashy brown 
with paler and indistinct shaft-streaks ; breast ashy, slightly paler 
than throat ; sides of the body and thighs rufous ashy ; abdomen 
and under tail-coverts white; back, scapulars, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts drab-brown, with a broad white bar across the rump ; 
tail drab-brown, with broad white tips to all the inner webs of the 
feathers except the middle pair ; wing-coverts andtertiaries bronzy 
brown ; remainder of wing blackish, the primaries narrowly, the 

* Sharpe (Ibis, 1889, p. 680) has proposed this name for the genus recently 
named by him Poliopsar , a term which had already been given by Oassintosome 
American birds. 
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secondaries more broadly, margined with white on the outer webs ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white, a few feathers of the 
former partially margined with brown. 

The youngest bird I have seen has the whole plumage russet- 
brown, the inner webs of the tail-feathers tipped white, the quills 
of the wing edged with paler brown ; the ear-coverts whitish • the 
chin nearly pure white. 

Between this young bird and the adult above described there is 
every possible gradation of plumage. The nestling is probably 
streaked below. 

Iris brown surrounded by white ; bill orange, the tip horny; the 
base of the lower mandible and the angle of the mouth brownish 
green ; legs yellow {David fy Oustalet ). 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*25 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution . A collector I employed at Bhamo in Upper Burma 
in 1880 procured one specimen of this bird about November. I 
omitted to notice this species in my list of the Birds of Bh&mo 
(Ibis, 1888, p. 70). 

The Q-rey Starling is a common winter visitor to Southern China. 
It passes the summer in Eastern Siberia, Japan, and Northern China. 

S. colletti is an allied form without the white rump-band and 
wanting the white tips to the tail-feathers. The habitat of this 
species is unknown. 


G-enus STURNIA, Lesson, 1837. 

The genus Sturnia contains six Indian species with soft silky 
plumage. They are more arboreal than the true Starlings, being 
found constantly on trees, feeding on insects and the nectar con- 
tained in flowers ; but they also feed on the ground a good deal. 
They go in flocks and have chattering notes. 

In Sturnia the sexes are alike, and the young are brown till the 
first autumn. The bill is shorter than the head, slender, with the 
culinen slightly curved ; the nasal membrane is plumed ; the tail' 
is wedge-shaped, the middle pair of feathers being longer than 
the others. 

Eive of the species which I include in this genus are placed by 
Sharpe in the genus Spodiopsar , but they appear to me to be abso- 
lutely congeneric with the sixth species, S. sinensis , which is the type 
of the genus Sturnia. 

The Mynas of this genus make their nests in holes of trees, and 
one species also in the roofs of houses. 

Key to the Species . 

a . Lower plumage more or less rufous. 

a*. Upper wing-coverts and scapulars white 

tinged rosy, contrasting with grey back. S. sinensis , p, 526* 

b\ Upper wing-coverts and scapulars not 
wnite but closely resembling back. 
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* a". Whole head white . . 8. blythii \ p. 526. 

b". Whole head grey or grey tinged 
rufous. 

a "* . Winglet and primary - coverts 

black 8. malabanoa , p. 527. 

b"'. Winglet and primary-coverts en- 
tirely or in part white 8. nemoricola , p. 528. 

b. Lower plumage pure white. 

c\ Under tail-coverts white 8. andamanenm , p. 529. 

d’ . Under tail-coverts deep chestnut 8. erythropygia, p. 529. 

536. Sturnia sinensis. The Chinese Myna . 

Oriolus sinensis, Gm. Syst. Nat . i, p. 394 (1788). 

Pastor elegans, Lesson , Voy. Belanger , p. 266, pi. 6 (1834). 

Sturnia cana, Blyth , J. A. . 8. B. xiii, p. 865 (1844) ; id. Cat . p. 110. 

Sturnia sinensis ( Gm .), Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 514; id. Cat . no. 688 
ter ; id. 8 . F. ix, p. 118 ; Oates , 8. F. x, p. 229 ; id. B. B. i, 
p. 384 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 267 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 68. 

Coloration . The forehead, crown, lores, round the eye, the chin, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts rosy ferruginous ; the nape and the 
whole back deep grey ; sides of neck, throat, breast, and abdomen 
grey, lighter than the back ; flanks, under tail-coverts, axillaries, 
and under wing-coverts rosy ferruginous ; ear-coverts grey tinged 
with ferruginous ; wings, primary-coverts, and winglet black, the 
tertiaries suffused with metallic blue, the other feathers edged with 
the same ; wing-coverts and scapulars white, suffused with rosy 
ferruginous; tail black, the middle pair of feathers narrowly, 
the others broadly, tipped with ferruginous. 

Some time after the moult the beautiful rose-colour fades to 
white, or is present in only a very slight degree. 

Bill blue ; the mouth darker blue ; iris white ; legs plumbeous ; 
claws horn-colour. 

Length 8 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1-05. 

j Distribution. I procured this species in Lower Pegu in the 
winter season on several occasions. Hume observed it in Manipur 
on one occasion, but failed to secure a specimen. It occurs at 
{Singapore and in Cochin China and breeds in Southern China. 

Habits , Sfo. P&re David states that this species breeds in holes on 
the roofs of houses. The few specimens I procured in Pegu were 
feeding on the ground in company with others. 

537. Sturnia blythii. Blyth 1 s Myna . 

Pastor blythii, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. xiii, p. 133 (1844) ; id. Ill . 
Ind. Orn. pi. 22. 

Sturnia blythii (Jerd.), Blyth , Cat. p. 110 ; Hume , Cat no. 689 ; id. 
8 . F. ix, p. 228 ; Butler , 8. F. ix, p. 237 ; Davison , S. F. x, p. 401 ; 
Barnes , Birds Bom, p. 257 ; Oates in Hume 1 8 N. <J* H. 2nd ed. i, 
p. 371. 

Temenuchus blythii (Jerd.), Horsf. 6c M. Cat. ii, p. 531 ; Jerd. B. I. 
,ii, p. 381. 

Poliopsar blythii {Jerd.'), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 54. 

The White-headed Myna , Jerd. 
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Coloration . Head, neck, and upper breast pure white ; back and 
scapulars grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts rufous grey ; wing- 
coverts brown, edged with grey ; primaries black, tipped with grey ; 
remaining quills black, broadly edged with grey; middle pair of 
tail-feathers hoary grey, narrowly tipped with chestnut, the others 
more and more tipped with chestnut, the outermost feather being 
chestnut on fully the terminal half; lower plumage cinnamon- 
rufous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale ashy white. 

The young bird is plain brown above and paler brown beneath ; 
tail marked with chestnut as in the adult. 

Iris greyish white; legs and feet brownish olive; bill blue at 
base, greenish in the middle, yellow at tip {Butler). 

Length about 8*5 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Butler is of opinion that the female of this species differs from 
the male. The only sexed females in the British-Museum series 
certainly have brown heads, and so far differ from the males, but 
one of these female specimens is acquiring pure white feathers on 
the forehead; and I am consequently of opinion that the sexes 
are alike when fully adult, and that Butler failed to secure any adult 
females. I know of no instance amongst the Starlings of the sexes 
being strikingly different. 

Distribution. Southern India, and apparently a local migrant. 
Butler obtained this species near Belgaum from June to October, 
Davison in the Wynaad in May, and Bourdillon in Travancore in 
March. It does not appear to be found above about 2000 feet of 
elevation. It extends east as far as Manjarabad in Mysore. 

Habits , <$fc. Breeds in Mysore in April. The eggs measure 
about 1 by *71. 

538. Sturaia malabarica. The Grey-headed Myna . 

T urdus malabaricus, Gm. Syst . Nat. i, p. 816 (1788). 

Sturnia malabarica ( Gm .), Blyth, Cat . p. 110 ; Hume , Cat. no. 688; 
Oates. B. B. i, p. 387; Barnes , Birds Bom. p. 256; Oates in 
Hume's N. f B. 2nd ed. i, p. 372. 

Temenuchus malabaricus (Gm.), Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, p. 530; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 330 ; Hume, N. $ B. p. 433'; Anders. Yunnan Exped., 
Aves, p. 596. 

Poliopsar malabaricus (Gm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 48. 

JPawi , Hind. ; Desi-pawi, Beng. ; Pali-pcdisa, Tel. ; Kat-halik , Assam. 



Pig. 156.— Head of S. malabarica. 


Coloration . Porehead and the feathers over the eye whitish ; 
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the whole tipper plumage dark grey, tiDged with ferruginous on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts ; the shafts of the feathers of the 
head and neck whitish ; winglet, primary-coverts, and all the 
primaries black, the latter tipped with grey; remainder of the 
wing blackish ; all the feathers tipped and edged on the outer web 
with grey, this edging becoming broader as the feathers approach 
the body ; the middle pair of tail-feathers grey, the others brown 
at the base and tipped with dark ferruginous, the tippings increasing 
in extent exteriorly ; cheeks and ear-coverts pale rufous grey ; 
chin, throat, and upper breast rufous grey, the feathers with white 
shafts ; remainder of the lower plumage deep ferruginous, darkest 
on the under tail-coverts. 

The above description applies to the bird when in new plumage ; 
some time after the moult the feathers get worn down and the 
colours fade, the grey of the upper parts becoming brownish, and 
the deep rufous of the lower plumage fading to pale rufous. 

Bill blue at base, green in the middle, and yellow at the tip ; 
legs brownish yellow, claws greenish ; iris light blue. 

Length 8 ; tail 2-7 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus ‘9 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The whole Indian Empire east of a line drawn 
approximately from Dehra to Mount Abu. This species does not 
appear to be found universally distributed over the country, but 
to be local and confined to certain favourable tracts. It ascends the 
Himalayas in summer up to 4000 or 5000 feet. It is absent from 
Ceylon and the Andamans and Nicobars. It extends into Cocbin 
China. 

Ecibits , <$fc. Breeds in May and June in holes of forest trees. 
The eggs, from three to five, measure about *93 by *7. 

539. Stumia nemoricola. The White-wingecl Myna. 

Sturnia nemoricola, Jerd. Ibis, 1862, p: 22 ; Hume fy Dau. 8. F. vi, 
p. 390 ; Oates , S. F. vii, p. 48 ; Hume, Cat . no. 688 his ; Oates , 
B. B. i, p. 389 ; icl in Hume's JV. fy E. 2nd ed. i. p. 373. 

Temenuchus nemoricolus ( Jerd .), Hume , 8. F. iii, p. 151. 

Poliopsar nemoricolus (Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 52. 

Coloration . Very similar to S. malabarica in general appearance, 
but after the moult, when the plumage is fresh, the forehead and 
the crown as far back as the eyes, the chin, throat, and breast are a 
clear pearly grey ; the remainder of the lower plumage a beautiful 
rosy buff. In adults the winglet, primary-coverts, and the first 
or bastard-primary are white. 

When the plumage gets worn, the feathers of the head and neck 
become reduced in many cases to mere shafts, and the beautiful 
rosy tinge of the lower parts gives place to a dull dirty buff. Not- 
withstanding the similarity which then exists between 8. nemoricola 
and 8. malabarica , the former may always be recognized by the 
presence of some white on the wing. 

Birds which are not adult have only parts of the winglet and 
primary-coverts white ; but, from the very first, one or more 



STURNIA. 


529 


white feathers are present on these parts, and these, coupled with 
the white bastard-primary, will suffice to indicate the species. 

The dimensions and colours of the bill &c. are the same as in 
8. malabarica. 

Distribution . Pegu and Tenasserim down to about the latitude 
of Muleyit mountain. 

. Habits , Sfc. Breeds at the same time as 8. malabarica and lays 
similar eggs. 


540. Stumia andamanensis. The Andaman Myna . 

Temenuchus andamanensis, Tytler , Beavan, Ibis , 1867, p. 329 ; Ball, 
8. F. i, p. 75 ; Hume , S. F. ii, p. 248. 

Sturnia andamanensis (Tytler), Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 313, pi. xii, 
fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat no. 689 ter. 

Poliopsar andamanensis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 47. 

Coloration . Head, neck all round, and entire lower plumage 
white, the fianks, vent, and under tail-coverts tinged with buff ; 
back and scapulars pale grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler 
grey, faintly tinged with fulvous ; wings and tail glossy black, the 
latter tipped with white, the four middle feathers narrowly, the 
others more broadly ; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Legs and feet usually pale yellow, rather a lemon-yellow, but 
sometimes tinged fleshy ; claws horny ; bill greenish yellow, the 
upper mandible from the posterior margin of the nostrils to the 
gape, and the lower mandible from the gape nearly to the angle 
of the gonys, smalt-blue ; iris from opalescent white to very pale 
blue (Hume). 

Length about 9 ; tail 3*8: wing 4; tarsus 1; bill from gape 1*15. 

Distribution . The Andamans and Nicobars. 


541. Stumia erythropygia. The Nicobar Myna. 

Stumia erythropygia, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, pp. 34, 369 (1846) ; id. 

Cat p. 110; Hume, Cat nb. 689 quat. 

Temenuchus (Stumia) erythropygia (Blyth), BaTl x S. F. i, p. 76. 

Temenuchus erythropygius (Blyth), Hume , 8. F. ii, p. 247. 

Poliopsar* erythropygius (Blyth), Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 48. 

Coloration . [Resembles 8. andamanensis and only differs in having 
the rump, upper tail-coverts, vent, under tail-coverts, and the tips 
of the tail-feathers deep chestnut. 

Legs and feet pale fleshy yellow; bill gamboge-yellow, smalt- 
blue at base ; iris opalescent-white (Hume). 

Length 9*25; tail 3*25; wing 4-4; tarsus 1; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution . Car Nicobar Island, where one specimen, now in 
the British Museum, was shot by Mr. V- Ball in March. No 
other specimen of this bird appears to have been procured by any 
naturalist since Blythes type was described. 


2 M 
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Genus AGBOFSAB, n. gen. 

I institute this genus for the reception of A. stuminus, which 
differs from Stumia sinensis in having portions of the plumage 
glossy, a shorter and more massive bill, a more pointed wing, and 
a tail which is much shorter and forked. The nasal membrane is 
moreover nearly bare, being plumed merely at the posterior corner. 
The sexes are alike. 

A. stuminus appears to resemble the Mynas of the genus Stumia 
in habits, feeding both on the ground and on trees. 

542. Agropsar stuminus. The Daurian Myna . 

Gracula sturnina, Pall. Peis. Puss. Peichs , iii, p. 695 (1776). 

Sturnus dauricus, Pall. Acta Holm. 1778, p. 197, t. vii. 

Stumia daurica (. Pall.), Blyth, Cat. p. 111. 

Caiomis dauricus ( Pall X Blyth , Cat. App. p. xx : Horsf. M. Cat. 
ii, p. 544; Blyth 8r Wald. Birds Burm. p. 91. 

Temenuchus dauricus ( Pall .), Hume , S. F. ii, p. 249. 

Stumia sturnina (Pall.), Hume Sr I)av. S. F. vi, p. 393 ; Hume , Cat. 
no. 689 sex ; Bingham , S. F. ix, p. 192 ; Oates , B. B. i, p. 383 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 71. 



Fig. 157. — Head of A. stumimis. 

Coloration . The whole head, neck, under wing-coverts, and 
axillaries, and the whole lower plumage except the vent and under 
tail-coverts grey, paler beneath and darkest on the crown ; chin 
and throat tinged with fawn ; vent and under tail-coverts buff ; 
back, rump, and lesser wing-coverts, with a large spot on the 
crown of the head, metallic purple; a band of buff across the 
rump; tail metallic green, the outer webs of the outer pair of 
feathers buff; median wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with 
white tinged with buff ; greater coverts black, edged with metallic 
green and tipped with huffy white; primary-coverts black edged with 
metallic green ; the scapulars with most of their outer webs buff, 
and the inner webs black at base and huffy brown at the ends ; 
primaries brown edged and tipped with metallic green, and the 
first few primaries further edged mesially with huffish brown; 
secondaries brown, edged with metallic green; tertiaries almost 
wholly metallic green; the secondaries have a patch of huffish 
brown near the base of the outer webs. 

In some birds the grey of the head and neck is produced on to 
the upper back and is streaked with brown. 
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Young birds have those parts which are metallic in the adult 
plain brown, the patch on the crown being indicated at an early 
age. The marks on the wings and the buff band across the rump 
are always as in the adult. Birds of every intermediate form of 
colouring are to be found. 

Legs and feet dull earthy green ; the bill varies from black to 
brown, and is greenish blue or whitish at the base of the lower 
mandible (Davison). Irides dark brown, claws horn-colour ( [Bing- 
ham ). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4 ; tarsus IT ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The Nicobars ; Lower Pegu ; Tenasserim from 
Moulmein to Mergui and the Thoungyeen valley. This species is 
probably much more widely distributed than the above noted loca- 
lities indicate, and in winter it may be looked for over the whole 
of Burma. At this period of the year it is found in the Malay 
peninsula, Sumatra, J ava, and Cochin China. In summer it retires 
to Eastern Siberia and Northern China. 

Genus AMPELICEPS, Blyth, 1842. 

The genus Ampeliceps contains a remarkable Myna which may 
be recognized by its bright black and yellow plumage and nude 
orbits. 

In this genus the bill is shorter than the head, wide at the base, 
and the culmen well curved; the frontal feathers are curly, 
growing both upwards and inwards and inclining over the base of 
the bill ; a large space round the eye is quite bare. The wing is 
very long and pointed, and the tail short and square. 

The sexes of this species appear to me to be alike. Sharpe is of 
opinion that they differ ; but the series of this bird in the British 
Museum is not sufficient to enable the question to be settled con- 
clusively either one way or the other. Analogy points to the 
identity of the sexes, and Hnme many years ago stated that they 
were identical. 

543. Ampeliceps coronatus. The Gold-crest Myna. 

Ampeliceps coronatus, Btyth, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 194 (1842) ; id. Cat. 
p. 108; Horsf. $ M. Cat. ii, p. 625; Hume, N. $ B. p. 436; 
Armstrong fy Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 335 ; Hume 8r Dav . 8. F. vi, 
p. 398 ; Hume , Cat. no. 693 ter ; Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 256 ; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 395 ; Sakadori, Ann. Mus . Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 615 ; 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 269 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 116 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. § F. 2nd ed. i, p. 374. 

Coloration. [Forehead, crown, chin, and throat bright yellow; 
with this exception, the whole plumage is glossy black ; the first 
six primaries with a patch of white on the inner webs, and the 
second to the seventh primaries with a yellow patch on the outer 
webs ; in counting these, the first or bastard primary, which is 
very minute, is not taken into consideration. 

The young appear to have the head entirely black. 

2 m 2 
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Bill pale orange, turning to blue at the gape ; mouth livid ; iris 
dark brown ; ophthalmic skin yellow tinged with orange ; legs dull 
orange $ claws dark horn. 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1/1. 



Fig. 158.— Head of A. coroncdus. 


Many birds of this species are met with having the lores and 
a portion of the cheeks black. These, according to Sharpe, are 
females. I find, however, that birds exhibiting this character have 
also black streaks on the throat and crown, and the conclusion I 
draw is that these birds are immature and in a state of transition 
from the plumage of the young to that of the adult. 

Distribution . Cachar; Manipur; Toungngoo ; Lower Pegu; 
Tenasserim from Moulmein to Tavoy. This species extends into 
Cochin China. 

Habits, Sfc.- Davison found the nest of this bird containing three 
young near Tavoy in April in a deep hole of a tree. 


Genus TEMENUCHUS, Cabanis, 1851. 

With the genus Temenvchus we come to a group of Mynas with 
blunt wings and of more terrestrial habits than the preceding 
birds. 



Fig. 159. — Head of T. pagodamm. 

This genus contains one Myna which is a familiar bird all 
over India. It is characterized by a very long crest; the bill is 
about half the length of the head, with the culmen curved ; the 
nasal membrane is plumed and there is no nude skin on the 
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side of the head ; the wing is blunt and the tail is slightly 
graduated ; the sexes are alike and the young are brown. 

544. Temenuchus pagodarum. The BlacJc-headed Myna . 

Turdus pagodarum, Gm. Syst Nat i, p. 816 (1788). 

Sturnia pagodarum (Gm.), Blythe Cat p. 110; Hume, Cat no. 687; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. .677 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 882 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom . p. 256. 

Temenuchus pagodarum (Gm.) t Horsf. 8f M. Cat ii, p. 528; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 829; Hume, N. fy 432 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. xiii, 
p. 73 ; Oates in Hume's N fy JB. 2nd ed. i, p. 374. 

Popoya maina, Bamuni maina , Puhaia , Hind. ; Monghyr pawi, Beng. ; 
Pabiyapawi at Muttra; Papata gorinki, Tel. ; Popata pariki, Rawanati, 
Tam. ; Martintro, Port, in Ceylon. 

Coloration. Head from forehead to nape with crest black ; sides 
of the head, sides and back of the neck, and the- whole lower 
plumage as far as the vent rich buff, the feathers of the back of 
the neck, throat, and breast much elongated and with the shafts 
pale; vent, thighs, and under tail-coverts white; whole upper 
plumage (except the parts already described), the wing-coverts, 
tertiaries, and secondaries grey, a few of the feathers of the back 
with buf£ shaft-streaks ; primaries and primary-coverts black, the 
former tipped with grey ; tail brown, broadly tipped with white ; 
the middle pair of feathers wholly greyish brown with black shafts. 

The young are huffy brown, somewhat rufous beneath and on 
the sides of the head ; crown of head dark brown. 

Bill blue at the base, then greenish, yellow at the tip ; irides 
greenish white ; legs bright yellow ( Jerdon ). 

Length 8-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 4*3 ; tarsus 1*15 ; bill from gape 1*05.' 

Distribution. The whole of India proper as far east as the longi- 
tude of Calcutta ; Ceylon. This species is found throughout the 
Himalayas ordinarily up to 4000 feet, but it occasionally occurs in 
summer, as at Gilgit, at 8000 feet. It extends into Afghanistan. 

Blyth, probably by some mistake, records this bird from Arrakan, 
and Jerdon from Assam. 

Habits , Sfc. Chiefly a ground feeder. Breeds from May to 
August, constructing a flimsy nest of grass and feathers in a hole 
of a tree or a building, and laying from three to five eggs, which 
measure about *97 by *75. 


Genus STURNORNIS, Legge, 1879. 

The sole member of the genus Stumomis resembles in many 
respects the Mynas of the genus Sturnia , but has a stouter bill, a 
very blunt wing, and a triangular patch of bare skin behind the 
eye. 

The sexes are quite alike. The habits are said by Legge to be 
exclusively arboreal, but I imagine that this bird will be found to 
be in some measure a ground feeder, like other arboreal Mynas. 
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545. Sturnornis S8iiex. The White-headed Myna. 

Heteromis senex, Temtn Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 419 (1850). 

Hetserornis albofrontata, Bayard , A. M. N. H. (2) xiii, p. 217 (1854). 

Stumia senex ( Temm,), Hume , 8. F. vii, p. 409; id. Cat. no. 689 
quint. 

Stumomis senex (Bonap.), Legge , Birds Ceyl. p. 680, pi. 28; Sharpe , 
Cat. B . M. xiii, p. 55. 

• Coloration. The whole head, chin, and upper throat white ; the 
whole upper plumage and sides of neck dull black, the feathers o£ 
the nape and neck with white shafts ; wings and tail glossy black ; 
the whole lower plumage from the throat downwards lavender- 
grey, the shafts of all the feathers white ; under wing-coverts 
black. 

Birds not quite adult have the crown black. The nestling, 
according to Legge, has the head and hind neck of a dull brown 
colour with a whitish supercilium and the white shafts on the 
lower plumage absent. 

Iris dull whitish, with a narrow brown inner circle; orbital 
skiiy and eyelid dull bluish ; gape and base of bill plumbeous blue, 
the apical half pale bluish brown ; legs and feet bluish plumbeous ; 
claws bluish (Legge). 

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 4*3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. The mountain forests of Ceylon. 


G-enus GRACULIPICA, Lesson, 1831. 

The Mynas of the genus Graculipica may be recognized by the 
large extent of bare skin on the side of the head, extending from 
the lores to the ear-coverts. The bill is long and stout, with the 
culmen slightly curved. The feathers of the forehead are short 
and inclined backwards. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Bill black; lower plumage white G. nigricollis, p. 534. 

b. Bill red; lower plumage vinous. 

a'. Lower part of rump ashy brown, like back. G. burmanica , p. 535. 

V. Lower part of rump huff, different to back. G. leucocephala , p. 536. 

546. Graculipica nigricollis. The Black-necked Myna . 
Gracula nigricollis, Fayh. Stockholm Acad. Handl. xxviii, p. 291 

Stumopastor nigricollis (Fayh.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 90 ; Anders . 
Yunnan Bxped ., Aves, pr 595. 

Gracupica nigricollis ( Fayk .), Hume,. 8 F. ix, p. 288 ; Oates, B. B. 

i, p. 377 ; Salvador!, Ann . Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 602. 
Graculipica nigricollis (Fayk.), Sharpe, Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 77; 
Oates in Hume's N. fy F. 2nd ed. i, p. 877. 

Coloration . The whole head above and below white, encircled by 
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a black collar about an inch deep, but varying in extent in different 
individuals ; below this collar a band, confined to the back, of 
black feathers broadly margined with white ; back, scapulars, upper 
rump, and the longer tail-coverts dark brown, each feather edged 
paler; lower rump and the shorter tail-coverts white ; tail dark 
brown, very broadly tipped w ith white ; lower plumage, with the 
exception of the collar, white ; under wing-coverts black, tipped 



Fig. 160.— Head of G. nigncollis. 

with white ; primary-coverts pure white ; wings and coverts dark 
brown, each feather conspicuously tipped with white, except the 
primaries, the tippings to which are minute. 

The young have the whole head, and the part occupied by the 
black collar in the adult, light brown. 

Naked skin round the eye bright yellow ( Tiraud ). 

Length 11 ; tail 4 ; wing 6*3 ; tarsus 1*6; bill from forehead 1*4. 

Distribution . Abundant at Bhamo, in Upper Burma; occurs in 
Tenasserim, according to Hume, who received several specimens 
from this locality, through the late Mr. Mandelli. This species is 
found in Cochin China, Siam, and Southern China. 

Habits , fyc. Hr. John Anderson found this species breeding in 
May to the east of Bhamo, at Muangla, in a clump of trees. He 
does not, however, describe the nest nor does he state whether this 
bird constructs a nest or merely lays its eggs in a hole of a tree. 

547. Graculipica hurmanica. Jerdon’s Myna . 

Sturaia burmanniea, Jerd. Ibis , 1862, p. 21 ; Blytli Wald. Birds 
Burm. p. 90 ; Hume, Cat. no. 689 bis ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 230 ; id. 
B. B. i, p. 385. 

Temenuchus burmanicus (Jerd.), Blanf. Ibis , 1870, p. 469 ; Hume , 
8. F. iii, p. 149 ; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 332 ; Anders. Yunnan 
Fxped., Aves, p. 596. 

Aciidotheres burmanicus (Jerd.), Sahadori, Ann . Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) iv, p. 605. 

Poliopsar burmanicus (Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 45, pi. iv, 
fig. 1. 

Zayet, Burm. 

Coloration . The whole head and upper breast dull white; back 
and scapulars ashy brown; rump ana upper tail-coverts paler; 
median pair of tail-feathers dark ashy brown, the others blackish, 
all broadly tipped with white ; breast and abdomen vinous ; vent 
and under tail-coverts fulvous white; under wing-coverts and 
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axillaries white ; primaries dark brown, tipped paler, and the bases 
of all pure white ; primary-coverts white, with a little black near 
the bases of the outer feathers ; secondaries, tertiaries, and wing- 
coverts bronze, each feather very narrowly margined with black on 
the outer web ; first primary black. 

Iris dark brown ; eyelids and naked skin of the head slaty brown ; 
the gape, the basal half of the lower mandible and the base of the 
upper mandible black ; the remainder of the bill red ; mouth dark 
blue ; legs and claws dusky orange-yellow. 

Length 9 ; tail 3*1 ; wing 4-6 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution . Burma from Bhamo down to Rangoon, and eastward 
to Toungngoo and Karennee*. 

Habits , Sfc. Common as this Myna is in many parts of Burma, I 
failed to secure its nest and eggs, or to notice any indications of 
its breeding. Jerdon observes that it breeds in holes in old trees. 


548. Graculipica leucocephala. Hume's Myna. 

Aeiidotheres leucocephalus, Gigl fy Salv. Atti JR. Acc. Sc. di Tor . v, 
p. 273 (1870) ; iid. Ibis , 1870, p. 185. 

Sturnia incognita, Hume, S. F. viii, p. 396 (1879) ; ix, p. 295. 

Stumia leucocephala {G. fy S.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 386. 

Poliopsar leucocephalus ( G. fy S.)', Sharpe, Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 46, 
pi. iv, fig. 2. 

Coloration. Resembles G. burmanica, but has the forehead and 
crown brownish ; back, scapulars, and upper rump ashy black ; 
lower rump buff ; hind neck and sides of neck vinous, forming a 
collar which joins the breast; wings darker, and the primary- 
coverts entirely white ; first primary white. In freshly-moulted 
birds the forehead and crown are paler than at other times, almost 
white. 

Bill and legs yellow ; the former reddish orange at the base ; iris 
brown ( Giglioli and Salvador). 

Length about 10 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*35 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distnbution . Said by Hume to have been obtained on the hills 
between Tavoy and Siam, and there are numerous specimens in his 
collection from this locality. This species occurs in Siam, and 
was first found at Thu Due near Saigon, in Cochin China. 


* Poliopsar fuscogulam, Salvadori (Ann. Mus. Oiv. Gen. (2) vii, p. 364, 1889), 
dues not appear to be separable from the present species. Thanks to the 
courtesy of Count Salvadori, I have been able to examine the type, the only 
specimen known, procured by Mr. Pea in Karermee. This has the chin and 
throat dark brown and the head and neck brownish, instead of white. These 
parts are subject to variation in this Myna, and before 1 can admit P. fusco- 
gularis to be a distinct species or even race I should wish t.o examine more 
specimens in the same plumage, It must be remembered that Wardlaw Ham say 
procured typical G. burmanica in Karermee. (See also Sharpe, Ibis, 1889, 
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Genus ACRIDOTHERES, Vieillot, 1816. 

The genus Acridotheres contains the typical Mynas, one of the 
species being universally distributed over the Empire, and a most 
familiar bird. 

In Acridotheres the nasal and frontal plumes are lengthened and 
erect, or slightly curled backwards, There is a large patch of 
bare skin beneath and behind the eye. The feathers of the crown 
are elongated and pointed. The bill is shorter than the head, 
with the culmen curved, the wing very blunt, and the tail con- 
siderably rounded. The sexes are quite alike. 

The Mynas of this genus are mostly ground-birds ; they have a 
variety of notes, some harsh and some very pleasing, and they 
breed in holes of trees, houses, and earthen banks, one specie’s 
occasionally constructing a massive roundish nest in a tree. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

a 1 . Prim ary-cov erts entirely white A. tristis , p. 537. 

b Primary-coverts half black and half 

white A. melanosternus, p. 538. 

b . Under wing-coverts and axillaries buff. . . . A. ginginianus, p. 538. 


549. Acridotheres tristis. The Common Myna . 

Paradisea tristis, Linn. Syst . Nat. i, p. 167 (1766). 

Acridotheres tristis (X.), Myth, Cat. p. 108 ; Horsf. fy M. Cat. ii, 
p. 532 ; Jerd. B. L ii, p. 325 ; Hume , N. fy E. p. 428 ; Hume Ifr 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 388 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped A ves, p. 593 ; 
Hume , Cat no. 684 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 379 ; Barnes, ) Birds Bom. 
p. 254 ; Sharpe , Cat B. M. xiii, p. 80 ; Oates in Hume's N. <Sf E. 
2nd ed. i, p. 377. 

Maina , Desirmaina , Hind. ; Salih, Bhat-salik , Beng. ; Bemni, Saloo, 
Ohutia Nagpur ; Salonha, Mahr. ; Gorwantera } Can. ; Goranka , Gorinka , 
Tel. ; Zayety Burm. 

Coloration . Whole head, neck, and upper breast black ; lower 
breast, flanks, sides of abdomen, and thighs rich vinous brown ; 
upper plumage, with wing-coverts, secondaries, and tertiaries 
brown, tinged with vinous ; primaries dark brown, with the bases 
white; primary-coverts white; tail blackish,, all but the median 
pair of feathers broadly tipped with white. 

The young resemble the adult very closely. 

Eyelids, the bill, and skin about the eyes yellow ; edges of the 
eyelids black; mouth bluish black; iris reddish brown, mottled 
with white ; legs yellow ; claws horn-colour. 

Length 10 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*55 ; hill from gape 1*3. 

Distribution . The whole of the Indian Empire except the northern 
parts of Kashmir and Tenasserim south of Mergui. This species 
ascends the Himalayas up to about 8000 feet. It has been intro- 
duced into the Andamans, but does not extend to the Nicobars. 
It is found in Afghanistan. 
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Habits, $c. Breeds from March to August, constructing its nest 
in houses or in holes of trees. The nest is an accumulation of 
straw, feathers, and other materials, either without shape or slightly 
cup-shaped. At times this Myna constructs a nest in the branch 
of a tree. The eggs, frequently five in number, measure about 
1-10 by *86. 

550. Acridotheres melanosternus. The Common Ceylon Myna . 

Acridotheres melanosternus, Leyge , A. M. N. H. (5) iii, p. 168 (1879) j 
id. Birds Ceyl. p. 670, pi. 29 ; Hume, 8. F. viii, p. 72 ; id. Cat. 
no. 684 his ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 295 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 83 ; 
Qates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 380. 

Gon hawada, Gon koiodichya, Cing. 

Coloration . Resembles A. tristis. Differs in being darker, the 
sides of the body especially being dark vinous ; in having the black 
of the breast produced -down on to the abdomen; and in having 
the outer webs of the earlier primary-coverts black. 

Iris variable, pink, brown, and pinkish grey in some, in others 
whitish mottled with fine specks of dark colour; bill yellow, 
blackish at the sides near base of lower mandible ; legs and feet 
sickly yellow ; orbital skin yellow, extending round the eye, but 
very narrow above, and hidden by the superciliary feathers [Leyge). 
Of the same size as A. tristis. 

Specimens of A. tristis from Southern India are darker than 
those from Northern India, and approach the present species in 
coloration, but no peninsular biids have any black on the primary- 
coverts. 

Distribution . Oeylon. 

Habits , dfc. Breeds in Ceylon from February to May. The nest 
and eggs of this species resemble those of A. tristis. The latter 
measure about l r 13 by *88. 

551. Acridotheres ginginianus. The Bank Myna . 

Turdus ginginianus. Lath. Ind. Om. i, p. 362 (1790). 

Acridotheres ginginianus [Lath.), Myth, Cat p. 108; Horsf. $ 
M. Cat. ii, p. 536 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 326 ; Hume, N. fy E. p. 429 ; 
Blyth Wald. Birds Burm. p. 89 ; Hume , Cat. no. 685 ; Bames, 
Birds Bom. p. 255; Shcuye, Cat B. M. xiii, p. 84; Oates in 
Hume's N. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 381. 

Gang a mama, Hind.; Gang salik , Earn salik, Beng.; Bardi-maina, 
Nep. ; Lali, Sind ; Gilyila, Upper Provinces ; Baryta maina, Lucknow. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts 
black; the whole upper plumage, neck all round, chin, throat, 
breast, and sides of the body slaty grey; lesser wing-coverts 
darker ; edge of wing, primary-coverts, and the base of the pri- 
maries pinkish buff ; remainder of wing black ; tail black tipped 
with buff ; under wing-coverts, axillaries, middle of the abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts pinkish buff. 
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The young have the head and wings fulvous brown, but do not 
otherwise differ from the adult. 

Bill gamboge; naked skin round eye brick-red; iris deep 
maroon-red ; legs and feet yellow {Butler). 

Length about 9; tail 3; wing 5; tarsus 1*4; bill from gape 
1 * 1 . 

Distribution. The whole of the northern half of India from the 
Himalayas to the Nerbudda and Mahanadi rivers, and from Sind 
to Eastern Bengal, in which latter province this Myna occurs as 
far east as Purreedpore. It is found in the lower ranges of the 
Himalayas, and there are several specimens in the British Museum 
from Mussooree and other parts of these mountains. It is spoken 
of as migratory in the plains by several writers, but probably by 
some misapprehension. Blyth recorded this bird from Tenas- 
serirn; but he must have been mistaken, as no well-authenticated 
instance of this species occurring east of the Bay of Bengal is 
known. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from April to July, excavating a nest- 
chamber in the vertical banks of rivers and in the sides of wells. 
The eggs, four or five in number, measure about 1*05 by *82. 


Grenus 2ETHI0PSAB, Sharpe, 1889. 

The genus AEthiopsar differs from Acridotheres in one important 
particular. The birds of the latter genus have a considerable space 
on the side of the head bare of feathers ; those of the former have 
the whole side of the head and even the eyelids closely feathered. 

AEthiopsar contains three species of Myna found in India, one 
of which is very common and widely distributed, and two are little 
known and found only on the eastern borders of the Empire. In 
habits they resemble Acridotheres , but the commoner species, 
AE. fuscus , is confined to forest country as a rule, and is seldom 
seen near houses. 


Key to the Species. 


a . With no collar on the sides of the neck. 

a\ Body-plumage brown ; frontal plumes 

short .* AS. fuscus, p. 539. 

b\ Body-plumage black ; frontal plumes long . AS. grandis, p. 541. 

b . With a collar on the sides of the neck AE. albicinctus, p. 541. 


552. iEthiopsar fuscus. The Jungle Myna. 

Pastor fuscus, Wagler , Syst. Av., Pastor, sp. 6 (1827). 

Pastor mahrattensis, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 95. 

Acridotheres griseus {Dated.), apud Blyth, Cat. p, 108. 

Acridotheres fuscus ( WaglS, Horsf. $• M. Cat . ii, p. 537 ; Jerd. 
B. I. ii, p. 327 ; Hume , H. £ J5. p! 431 ; id. Dav. S. F. vi, p. 388 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Kvped.,Aves, p. 594; Hume , Cat. no. 68(5; Oates, 
B. B. i, p. 380 ; Sharpe , Cat. it. M. xiii, p. 86. 
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Acridotheres maliratten8is (Sykes), Hume, Cat . no. 686 bis; Barnes , 
Birds Bom. p. 255 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. M. xiii, p. 89. 
iEthiopsar fuscus ( Wagl .), Oates in Hume’s H. fy E, 2nd ed. i, 

Pahari maina , Hind. ; Jhonti maina , Hind, in Bengal ; Jhont salik , 
Beng. ; Tau zayet, Burm. 


Pig. 161. — Head of JE.fuscus. 

Coloration . [Forehead, lores, nasal plumes, ear-coverts, top of the 
head, and nape black ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars 
cinereous brown tinged with ruddy ; winglet glossy black ; pri- 
mary-coverts white ; primaries black tipped with bronze, each 
feather with a large white spot at the base; secondaries black, 
broadly edged with bronze on the outer webs ; tertiari.es and upper 
wing-coverts wholly bronze-colour ; tail brownish black, the 
middle pair of feathers slightly, the others broadly tipped with 
white; chin, throat, and breast dark ashy brown, becoming albes- 
cent on the middle of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts fulvescent 
white ; under wing-coverts black. 

Iris bright yellow in Northern India and Burma, grey or pale 
blue in Southern India ; basal half of bill bluish black, terminal 
half orange-yellow ; mouth bluish ; legs orange-yellow ; claws 
greenish horn-colour. 

Length 9*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 4-7 ; tarsus 1-45 ; bill from gape 1*25. 

Distribution . The hilly and well-wooded parts of the whole 
Empire except the western portion including Sind, Rajputana, 
and G-uzerat. There are also certain tracts in Upper and Central 
India which appear unsuited to the habits of this species. With 
these exceptions this Myna is found from the Himalayas to Cape 
Comorin and throughout the whole region east of the Bay of Bengal, 
extending some way down the Malay peninsula. It ascends the 
Himalayas up to about 8000 feet, and is everywhere a resident. 

. Some ornithologists have sought to separate this species into 
two races, assigning Wagler’s name to the bird with yellow irides, 
found throughout Northern India and Burma, and Sykes’s to the 
bird with pale v blue irides, which is confined to Southern India. I 
can discover no other differences between these so-called races and 
consequently I have united them. Sharpe states that JE. mdhratt- 
ensi$ is a much larger bird, but as he gives the wing of fuscus 
as measuring only 4*45 inches, whereas the wing of this bird is not 
unusually 5 inches and seldom less than 4*7, this character cannot 
be considered of any value. 

Habits , #c. Affects forest country, feeding on the ground and 
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having the habits of Acridotheres tristis. Breeds from March to 
July, depositing its eggs in the hole of a tree. The eggs measure 
about 1*19 by *83. 

553. JSthiopsar grandis. The Siamese Myna . 

Acridotheres grandis, Moore, Horsf. fy M. Cat . ii, p. 637 (1856-58) ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 91. 

Acridotheres siamensis, Sw inhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 303 ; Wald, in 
Blyth's Birds Burm . p. 90 ; Wardlaw Bamsay , Ibis, 1877, p. 460 ; 
Hume 8f JDav . S. F. vi, p. 388 ; Anders. Yunnan Raped Aves, 
p. 594 ; Hume , Cat. no. 686 quat. ; id. S. F. ix, p. 286 ; Oates, B. B. 
l, p. 381 ; Hume , S. F. xi, p. 264 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) iv, p. 603. 

Coloration . Upper plumage black ; lower plumage blackish 
brown ; under tail-coverts pure white, the bases blackish ; tail 
black broadly tipped with white ; wings black glossed with bronze ; 
the primaries with a large patch of white near their bases and the 
primary-coverts white with black bases. The feathers of the head 
are very narrow and pointed, and the frontal plumes are about 
three quarters of an inch long or more. 

Iris pale chocolate; bill orange-yellow; legs dusky yellow 
( Wardlaw Ramsay). Iris light reddish to orange-brown or hazel 
{Hume). 

Length 10 ; tail 3-5; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1-3. 

Distribution. Manipur; the neighbourhood of Bhdmo; Karennee; 
Tenasserim river. Bound also in Siam and Cochin China. Moore’s 
types of this bird are labelled as having come from Sumatra, but 
this locality is probably wrong. 

The length of the frontal crest varies considerably. Tenasserim 
and Karennee birds have the crest of great length, but in Manipur 
specimens it is much reduced. 

JE. cristatelkjLS from China is closely allied, but differs in having 
the frontal crest of a somewhat different character, the under tail- 
coverts black with white tips and narrower tips to the tail-feathers. 

Habits, <$fc. Hume describes this bird as feeding with A. tristis 
and other Mynas on trees. It apparently breeds in Manipur. 

554. JCtMopsar albicinctus. The Collared Myna . 

Acridotheres albocinctns, Godw.-Aust. Wald. Ibis , 1876, p. 261 ; 
Godio.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 200, pi. v ; Hume , S. F. 
iv, p. 217 ; id. Cat. no. 686 ter ; Salvadori , Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) iv, p. 604 ; Oates, Ibis, 1888, p. 72, pi. i ; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 262 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. alii, p, 94. 

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wings, and tail black, 
with a slight gloss ; the base of the primaries and the tips of the 
primary-coverts white; the tail tipped with white; a pale buff 
collar from side to side of neck, interrupted on the hind neck, 
which is merely streaked with buff ; lower plumage greyish black, 
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the feathers o£ the vent and under tail-coverts tipped with white ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries black, the latter very narrowly 
tipped with white. 



Fig. 162. — Head of M. albiomctus . 


Legs and feet full, sometimes rather deep, wax-yellow ; claws 
a paler or darker brown, whitish horny at tips ; bill pale wax- 
yellow, with a touch of red or orange on the sides of the lower 
mandible just at its base ; iris yellowish or bluish white to pale 
caerulean blue (Hume). 

Length about 10 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution . Manipur ; Bh4mo and neighbourhood. 

Habits , <Sfc. Hume states that this species is found in pairs or in 
parties up to 80 in number, feeding on the ground or on the insects 
and nectar in the huge flowers of the cotton-tree. It is said to be 
locally migratory in Manipur. 


Qenus STURN0PAST0R, Hodgs., 1844. 

The genus Sturnopccstor contains two very common Mynas, one 
of which is found in India proper and the other in the' Burmese 
countries. They are almost entirely ground feeders, and they 
differ from the majority of Starlings in constructing nests on trees 
and not depositing their eggs in holes in buildings and .tree-trunks. 

In 8turnopastor the sexes are quite alike. The bill is as long as 
the head, straight, broad, and blunt ; the nasal membrane is com- 
pletely feathered ; the feathers of the crown are lengthened and 
pointed, and the eyelids are perfectly bare. The wdng is very 
blunt, the secondaries reaching nearly to the tip. 

Key to the Species . 

a . No supercilium ; feathers of forehead and 

crown not streaked 8 . confra, p. 542, 

b. A supercilium; feathers of forehead and 

crown streaked S. superciliary p. 543. 

555. Stumopastor contra. The Pied Myna . 

Stunras contra, Linn. Syst Nat . i, p. 290 (1766) ; JBlyth, Cat . p. 1C9. 
Stumopastor contra (Linn.), Horsf \ fy M. Cat. ii, p. 526 ; Jwd. B. I. 
ii, p. 323 ; Hume , N. JE, p. 426 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
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pt. ii, p. 110 ; Hume, Cat . no. 683 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 201 ; Sharpe, 
Cat B. M. xiii, p. 57, pi. v, fig. 1 ; Oates, in Hume's N. § E. 2nd 
ed. i, p. 386. 

The Pied Starling , Jerd. ; Ablak malna f Hind. $ Ablaha gosalik, Guia - 
leggra, Beng. ; Yenda gorinka , Tel. 



Fig. 163. — Head of A contra . 

Coloration. Feathers over the nostrils, lores, round the eye, and 
the ear-coverts white ; a few white streaks above the lores ; fore- 
head, crown, nape, neck all round, chin, and throat glossy black ; 
back and upper rump dark chocolate-brown, nearly black ; scapu- 
lars broadly edged with white ; lower rump white ; upper tail- 
coverts and tail black ; lesser wing-coverts and the inner median 
coverts white ; remainder of wing glossy black ; sides of neck and 
shoulders streaked with vinaceous ; lower plumage from the throat 
downwards pale vinaceous grey; under wing-coverts white. 

The young bird has the crown brown, the lower plumage pale 
vinaceous, the throat and fore neck streaked with brown, and the 
parts which are pure white in the adult sullied. 

Iris yellowish white; orbital skin orange; legs yellowish white ; 
claws fight homy ; bill, basal half deep orange, rest white ; inside 
of mouth black (Cripps). 

Length about 9 ; tail 2 T ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 
1*4. 

Distribution. India proper east of a line drawn from Umballa to 
Hyderabad, in the Deccan, and Masulipatam, ranging to the 
extreme east of Assam ; throughout Bengal, Sylhet, Oachar, and 
the Kbdsi hills. A specimen from Arrakan in the British Museum 
is a typical S. contra. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds from May to August, constructing a massive 
shapeless nest of straw, leaves, and feathers on the branch of a 
tree, generally at no great height from the ground. The eggs, 
frequently five in number, measure about 1-11 by '82. 

556. Sturnopastor superciliaris. The Bwmese Pied Myna. 

Sturnopastor superciliaris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxxii, p. 77 (1863) ; 
Hume. N. § E. p. 427 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 149 ; Hume ty Dav. S. F. 
vi, p. 387 ; Hume, Cat. no. 683 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 378 ; Hume, 
S. F. xi, p. 261 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. M. xiii, p* 59, pi. v, fig. 2 ; Oates 
in Hume's H. fy E. 2nd ed. i, p. 388. 
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Stumopastor contra, var. superciliaris, Blyth , Anders. Yunnan 
J&xped., Aves } p. 594. 

Zayet , Burm. 

Coloration . Besembles 8. contra . Differs in having the forehead 
and the anterior half of the crown closely streaked with white, 
the streaks on the sides of the neck and on the shoulders absent 
or obsolete ; in having a well-defined white supercilium joining 
the ear-coverts ; and in the back and rump being paler. 

Gape and basal half of bill orange, remainder of bill yellowish 
white ; mouth black ; orbital skin orange-yellow ; iris pale yellow ; 
legs and claws brown. 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 
1*45. 

Distribution. The eastern portion of the Empire from Caehar 
and Manipur down to Mergui in Tenasserim. 

Habits , Sfc. Breeds in Burma from April to June, constructing 
a similar nest to that of 8 . contra . The eggs measure about 1*04 
by *77. 
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abbotti (Turdinus), 154. 
Abrornis, 428. 
Acanthopneuste, 411. 
Acanthoptila, 385. 
Acredula, 50. 
Acridotheres, 537. 
Acrocephalus, 355. 
Acromyodi, 5. 

Actinodura, 201. 
adamsi (Prinia), 452. 
Aedon, 350. 

aedon (Arundinax), 390. 
iEgithaliscus, 50. 
iEgithina, 229. 

®modmm (Oonostoma), 
61. 

aemodius (Lophophanes), 
58. 

senea (Ghaptia), 318. 
aenobarbus (Allotrius), 
226. 

seralatus (Pteruthius), 
225. 

iEthiopsar, 539. 
Aethoihynchus, 228. 
affine (Xrochalopterum), 
94. 

affinis (Oalomis), 514. 
affinis (Oryptolopha), 422. 
affinis (Dissemurus), 325. 
affinis (Dumeticola), 363. 
affinis (Edolius), 312. 
affinis (Lanius), 464. 
affinis (Phylloscopus), 
401. 

affinis (Sylvia), 397. 
affinis (Tephrodomis), 
475. 

agricola (Acrocephalus), 
359. 

agricolensis (Jerdonia), 
393. 

Agropsar, 530. 

YOIu I. 


albicinctus (iEthiopsar), 
541. 

albicoUis (Pomatorhinus), 
126. 

albifrons (G-arrulus), 108. 
albifrons (Pericrocotus), 
489. 

albigularis (Abrornis), 

albigularis (Dumetia), 
134. 

albigularis (G-arrulax), 
82. 

albigularis (Pomatorhi- 
nus), 121. 

albigularis (Buchanga), 
313. 

albivenfcris (Abrornis), 
430. 

albiventris (Brachy- 
pteryx), 185. 
albiventris (Callene), 185. 
albiventris (Oetfcia), 441. 
albiventris (Horornis), 
436. 

albiventris (Pnoepyga), 
342. 

albofrontata (Hetseror- 
nis), 534. 

albogularis (Suya), 447. 
albosuperciliaris (Ab- 
rornis), 425. 
albosuperciliaris (Gar- 
rulax), 76. 

Alcippe, 156. 

AlcuruB, 266. 

Allotrius, 226. 
Alophoixus, 259. 
alpinus (Pyrrhocorax), 
44. 

althaea (Sylvia), 397. 
altirosfcris (Orypsirhina), 
33. 


altirostris (Pyctorhis), 
139. 

amaurotis (Hypsipetes), 
262. 

ambiguus (Sturnus), 
521. 

Ampeliceps, 531. 

ampelinua (Hypocolius), 

analis (Pycnonotus), 
287. 

andamanensis (Gorvus), 
17. 

andamanensis (Dissemur- 
oides), 321. 

andamanensis (Eulabes), 
512. 

andamanensis (Oriolus), 
504. 

andamanensis (Pericro- 
cotus), 481. 

andamanensis (Sturnia), 


annectens (Diorurus), 
312 

annectens (Lioptila), 199. 
annectens (Pycnonotus), 
288. 

annulosus (Zosterops), 
215. 

Anorthura, 337. 
aplonotus (Parus), 56. 
ardesiacus (Plafcylophus), 
477. 

arenarius (Lanius), 467. 
argentauris (Mesia), 244. 
Argya, 105. 

Arrenga, 183. 

Artaminoe, 498. 

Artamus, 498. 
arundinaceus (Aeroce- 
phalus), 356. 
Arundinax, 389. 

2 1ST 
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assamensis (Drymocata- 
phus), 147. 

assimilis (Dendrocitta), 
32. 

assimilis (Lanius), 460. 
assimilis (Neornis), 435. 
assimilis (Stachyrhis), 
163. 

ater (Dicrurus), 312. 
atkinsoni (Parus), 59. 
atricapillus (Molpastes), 
270. 

atricapillus (Pycnonotus), 
288. 

atriceps (Alcippe), 160. 
atriceps (Parus), 46. 
atnoeps (Rhopocichla), 

atrifrons (Temnoris), 

65. 

atrigularis (Orthotomus), 
368. 

atrigularis (Suya), 445. 
atrisupercdliaris (Su- 
thora), 67. 

aureiventris (Zosterops), 
215. 

aurieeps (Tesia), 192. 
auriciuatus (Lanius), 
467. 

aurifrons (Ohloropsis), 
234. 

austeni (Grammatoptila), 

austeni (Ianthocinda), 
87. 

austeni (Paradoxornis), 
63. 

austeni (Pomatorliinus), 
123. 

austeni (Zosterops), 216. 
avensis (Campephaga), 


Babblers, 105, 129. 
bactriana (Pica), 24. 
balicassius (Dicrurus), 
312. 

Bar-wings, 201. 
bayleyi (Dendrocitta), 
34. 

beavani (Lophophanes), 
59* 

beayani (Prinia), 377. 
belangeri (Qarrulax), 79. 
bengalensis (Gramini- 
cola), 381. 

bengalensis (Malacocer- 
cus), 110. 

bengalensis (Molpasi.es), 


bengalensis (Timelia), 
132. 

bentet (Lanius), 465. 
Bhringa, 323. 
bicolor (Erythrocichla), 
152. 

bicolor (Timalia), 137. 
bispecularis (Garrulus), 
39. 

bistrigiceps (Acrocepha- 
lus), 358. 

blanfordi (Prinia), 454. 
blanfordi (Pycnonotus), 

291. 

Blanfordius, 444. 
blighi (Arrenga), 183. 
Blue-bird, Fairy, 240. 
Blue Chats, 181. 
blythii (Sturnia), 526. 
booagei (Stachyris), 163. 
boccharensis (Parus), 48. 
borealis (Acantho- 
pneuste), 412. 
bottanensis (Pica), 25. 
bourdilloni (Alcippe), 161. 
bourdilloni (Rhopo- 
cichla), 161. 
Brachypodinse, 252. 
Brachypodius, 294. 
Brachypteryginse, 177. 
Brachypteryx, 184. 
brevioauda (Prinia), 450. 
brevicauda (Turdinus), 
148. 

brevicaudata (Oorytho- 
cichla), 148. 

brevicaudata (Drymoica), 
435. 

brevirostris (Bathyrhyn- 
chus), 62. 

brevirostris (Pericroco- 
tus), 483. 

brooksi (Phylloscopus), 
399. 

brucei (Alcippe), 158. 
brunnea(Larvivora), 182, 
brunnea (Suthora), 68. 
brunnei cauda (Minla), 
172. 

brunneifrons (Horeites), 
440. 

brunneipectus (Dumeli- 
cola), 363. 

brunnescens (Acroce- 
phalus), 356. 
brunnescens (Horornis), 
435. 

brunneus (Phylloscopus), 
405. 

brunneus (Pycnonotus), 

292. 


buchanani (Franklinia), 
378. 

Buohanga, 310. 

Bulbuls, 252. 
burkii (Oryptolopha),424. 
burmanioa (Graculipica), 
535. 

burmanicus (Oriniger), 
256. 

burmanicus (Molpastes), 
269. 

burmanicus (Pbyllosco- 
pus), 417. 

burnesi (Laticilla), 380. 
Burnesia, 448. 
buxtoni (Brachypteryx), 
153. 

buxtoni (Zosterops), 215. 

each arensis (N eornis),433. 
cachinnans (Trochalo- 
pterum), 97. 

caerulatus (Dryonastes), 
75. 

caerulatus (Garrulax), 75. 
coerulescens (Dicrurus), 
316. 

caeruleus (Dicrurus), 316. 
caeruleus (Myiopbonus), 
178 . 

csesius (Parus), 47. 
cafer (Ixos), 271. 
Calamodyta, 356. 
caligata (Hypolais), 393. 
caligata (Iduna), 391. 
Oallene, 184. 
callipyga (Leiotbrix), 221. 
Calornis, 614. 
Oampophaga, 491. 
cana (Sturnia), 526. 
caniceps (Lanius), 464. 
canieeps (Paradoxornis), 
69. 

oanifrons (Spizixus), 280. 
canorus (Crateropus), 
110 . 

eantator (Cryptolopha), 
427. 

cantonensis (Pericroco- 
tus), 490. 

cantor (Calornis), 514. 
cantori (Oriniger), 259. 
cantori (Microtarsus),279. 
oanturiens (Horornis), 
438. 

capellanus (Oorvus), 20. 
capistrata (Lioptila), 196. 
capitalis (Hemipus), 472. 
Carinatse, 1. 
Carrion-Crow, 16. 
cashmirensis (Sitta), 303. 
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castaneicauda (Siva) 209. 
castaneiceps (Cryptolo- 
pha), 427. 

castaneiceps (Minla), 172. 
castaneiceps (Sittiparus), 
172. 

castaneiceps (Staphidia), 
205. 

castaneicoronata (Oli- 
gura), 193. 

castaneiventris (Sitta), 
304. 

castanoptera (Lioptila), 
199. 

cathcecus (Dicrurus), 3 13. 
caudata (Argya), 106. 
caudata (Pica), 24. 
caudata (Pnoepyga), 176. 
caudata ( Urocichla), 341. 
Cephalopyrus, 247. 
Oerthia, 328. 

Certhiidro, 327. 
certhiola (Locustella), 
352. 

cetti (Oettia), 441. 

Oettia, 441. 
cettioides (Oettia), 441. 
ceylonensis (Oriolus), 
506. 

ceylonensis (Zosterops), 
215. 

Ohaetornis, 387. 
chalybeius (Oalomis), 
514. 

Chaptia, 318. 

Chatarrhcea, 105. 
Ohatorbea, 106. 

Chats, Blue, 181. 

Chibia, 320. 
chinensis (Cissa), 28. 
chinensis (DryonaBtes), 

74. 

chinensis (Garrulax), 74. 
Chleuasicus, 63. 
chloris (Mixomis), 167. 
chlorocephala (Ghlorop- 
sis), 237. 

chloronopus (Abromis), 
408. 

chloronotus (Abromis), 
406. 

Chloropsis, 234. 
chocolatina (Pnoepyga), 
340. 

Choughs, 42, 44. 
chrystca(Stachyrhis), 163. 
chrysaeus(Lioparus), 174. 
chrysseus (Proparus), 174. 
Chrysomma, 137. 
chrysopterum (Trocha- 
lopterum), 90. 


chrysorrhoides (Pycno- 
notus), 268, 270. 
chrysotis (Proparus), 

cineraoea (Ianthocinda), 
85. 

cineraceus (Dicrurus), 
318. 

cineraceus (Spodiopsar), 
524. 

cinerascens (Dicrurus), 
314. 

cinerascens (Laticilla), 
381. 

cinerea (Minla), 171. 
cinerea (Sylvia), 395. 
cinercicapilla (JFrank- 
linia), 379. 

cinereiceps (Ianthooin- 
cla), 86. 

cinereifrons (O rater o- 
pus), 114. 

cinereiventris (Micro- 
pus), 295. 

cinereura (Malacopter- 
um), 152. 

oinereus (Parus), 46. 
cinereus (Pericrocotus), 
489. 

cinereus (Sittiparus), 
171. 

cinnamomeiventris (Sit- 
ta), 301. 

cinnamomeum (Trocha- 
lopterum), 98. 
cinnamoventris (Sitta), 
301. 

Cissa, 28. 

CiBticola, 370. 
cisticola (Sylvia), 374. 
cochinchinenais (Phyl- 
lornis), 237. 

Colaeus, 22. 

collaris (Alcippe), 170. 
collaris (Corvus), 22. 
Collurio, 459. 
collurio (Lanius), 466. 
collurioides (Lanius), 
462. 

cominixtus (Parus), 47, 
48. 

conoolor (Hypsipetes), 
261. 

Conostoma, 60. 
contra (Sturnopastor), 
542. 

corallina (Sitta), 307. 
corax (Oorvus), 14. 
comix (Corvus), 19. 
coronatus (Acantho- 
pneuste), 417. 


coronatus (Ampeliceps), 
531. 

coronatus (Phyllergates), 
439. 

coronatus (Platylophus), 
477. 

corone (Corvus), 16. 
Corvidae, 10. 

Corvinse, 11. 

Corvus, 12. 
Oorythocichla, 148. 
Crateropodidse, 70. 
Crateropodinse, 71. 
Crateropus, 110. 

Creepers, 327. 

Criniger, 254. 
criniger (Tricholestes), 
258. 

crinigera (Suya), 444. 
crdspifrons (Gypsophila), 

149. 

cristatellus (iEthiopsar), 
541. 

cristatus (Lanius), 468. 
cristatus (Begulus), 344. 
croceus (Pericrocotus), 
485. 

Crows, 12. 

Crow-Tits, 60. 
cruralis (Drymoohares), 
188. 

Crypsirhina, 34. 
Cryptolopha, 421. 
cuoullata (Crypsirhina), 
35. 

cucullata (Urocissa), 27* 
Culicipeta, 423. 
culminatus (Corvus), 17. 
curruea (Sylvia), 398. 
eursitans (Cisticola), 374. 
Cutia, 222. 
cyanea (Irena), 241. 
cyanea (Larvivora), 181. 
cyaniventiis (Pycnono- 
tus), 290. 

cyaniventris (Tesia), 192. 
cyanocarpa (D umeticola), 
190. 

Cyanoderma, 166. 
cyanopogon (Chloropsis), 
239. 

cy anur o pt era (Siva), 209. 
cyanus (Parus), 46, 

daflaensis (Ixops), 204. 
daflaensis (Suthora), 66. 
dauricus (Oalomis), 530. 
davisoni (Acantho- 
pneuste), 420. 
davisoni (Hemixus), 264. 
davisoni (Lioptila), 200. 
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davisoni (Pycnonotus), 
288. 

delesserti (Gt-arrulax), 82. 
delicatula (Sylvia), 896. 
Dendrocitta, 30. 
Dendrophila, 307. 
diardi (G-arrulax), 79. 
dichrous (Lophophanes), 
59. 

Dieruridas, 308. 
dicruriformis (Dissemu- 
roides), 322. 

Dierurus, 310. 
diffusus (Oriolus), 502. 
discolor (Oerthia), 331. 
Dissemuroides, 321. 
Dissemurulus, 322. 
Dissemurus, 325. 
dobsoni (Graucalus),497. 
dominicus (Turdus), 495. 
Drongos, 308. 
Drymocataphus, 144. 
Drymochares, 186. 
Drymoica, 378, 448. 
Drymoipus, 448. 
Dryonastes, 72. 
dubius (Sohoeniparus), 
168. 

Dumetia, 133. 
Dmneticola, 362. 
dumetorum (Acrocepha- 
lus), 359. 

earlii (Argya), 105. 
edipes (Obatorhea), 306. 
edela (Orthotomus), 368. 
edoliformis (Dierurus), 
322. 

Edolius, 311. 
egertoni (Aotinodura), 
201 . 

Elaebura, 339. 
Elapbrornis, 190. 
elegans (Pastor), 526. 
elegaus (Pericrocotus), 

- 479. 

emeria (Otocompsa), 276. 
enca (Ooryus), 17. 
eutilotus (Brachypus). 
.279. 

eremita (Grraculus), 43. 
eroebroa (Beguloides), 
407* 

Erporuis, 219. 
erythrocephala (Cisti- 
oola), 371. 

erytbrocephalum (Tro- 
chalopterum), 89. 
erythrocephalus (iEgi- 
thaliseus), 50. 
Erythrooiohla, 152. 


erythrogenys (Horornis), 
364. 

erythrogenys (Pomato- 
rhinus), 124. 
erythrolssma (Trochalo- 
pterum), 90. 
erytkronotus (Lanius), 
464. 

erythropleura(Suya), 447. 
erytbropterum (Cyano- 
derma), 166. 
erythropterus (Pteru- 
tbius), 224. 

erythropygia (Sturnia), 
529. 

erytbropygius (Perieroco- 

eugenii (Myiophoneus), 
179. 

Eulabes, 509, 

Eulabetidse, 509. 
eupHlosa (Pinarocicbla), 
279. 

eutilotus (Brachypus), 
279. 

exilis (Oisticola),371,372, 
373. 

extensicauda (Drymoi- 
pus), 454. 


fairbanki (Trochalopte- 
rum), 99. 

fallax (Lanius), 460. 
familiaris (Aedon), 351. 
familiaris (Oerthia), 330. 
familiaris (Pycnonotus), 
291. 

Fantail- W arblers, 370. 
fese (Suthora), 66. 


ferrugilatus (Pomato- 
rhinus), 124. 
ferruginosum (Malaco- 
pteron), 152. 
ferruginosus (Pomato- 
rhinuB), 120. 

fimbriata (Oampopbaga), 
492. 


finlaysoni (Pycnonotus), 
287. 


Fire-cap, 247. 
flagrans (Pericrocotus), 


flammeus (Pericrocotus), 
482. 


flammiceps (Oepbalopy- 
rus), 247. 

flammifer (Pericrocotus). 
482. 


flavala (Hemixus), 263. 
flaveolus (Criniger), 255. 
flavescens (Ixus), 275. 


flavescens (Xantbixus), 
275. 

flavieollis (Ixulus), 218. 
flavigularis (Abromis), 
431. 

flavipectus (Parus), 46. 
flavirictus (Pycnonotus), 
290. 

flavirostris (Paradoxor- 
nis), 62. 

flavirostris (TJrocissa), 27. 
flaviventer (Tesia), 193. 
flaviventris (Abrornis), 
429. 

flaviventris (Horornis), 
363. 

flaviventris (Otocompsa), 
278. 

flaviventris (Prinia), 449. 
flavocristatus (Parus), 
241. 

flavolivacea (Neornis), 
433. 

flavo-olivaceus (Phyllo- 
scopus), 419. 
flavoviridis(Ortbotomu8), 
368. 

forSeatus (Edolius), 313. 
formosa (Anorthura), 
339 

formosa (Sitta), 306. 
forsythi (Pyrrbocorax), 
44. 

fortipes (Horornis), 435. 
Franklinia, 375. 
fr aterculus fPcncrocotusV 
481. 

Fregilus, 43. 

frontalis (Dendrocitta), 
33. 

frontalis (Sitta), 807. 
frugilegus (Corvus), 18. 
fuliginiventris (Phyllo- 
scopus), 404. 
fuliginosa (Decura), 444. 
fulvifrons (Suthora), 66. 
fulviventris (Cryptolo- 
pba), 428. 

fulviventris (Horornis), 
405. 

fulvus (Drymoeataphus), 
146. 

fusca (Aloippe), 158. 
fusca (Prinia), 452. 
fuscatus (Lanius), 465. 
fuscatus (Pbyllosoopus), 
405, 

fuscicapillum (Pellome- 
um), 143. 

fuscicaudata (Otocomp- 
sa), 277. 
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fusciflavescens (Micro- 
pus), 295. 

fuscogularis (Poliopsar), 
536. 

fuscus (ASthiopsar), 539. 
fusous (Artamus), 498. 

galbanus (Dryonastes), 
76. 

galbula (Oriolus), 505. 
galericulatus (Platylo- 
phus), 477. 

Gampsorhynchus, 134. 
ganeesa (Hypsipetes), 
262. 

gangetica (Suya), 443. 
garoensis (Turdinus),146. 
Garrulax, 77. 

Garrulus, 37. 
ginginianus (Acridothe- 
res), 538. 

Glossy Starlings, 514. 
goiavier (Pycnonotus), 
287. 

Goldcrests, 344. 
gracei (Oaulodromus), 
175. 

gracilis (Burnesia), 448. 
gracilis (Frankliuia), 376. 
gracilis (Larvivora), 181. 
gracilis (Lioptila), 197. 
Grackles, 509. 

Gxacula, 510. 

Graculipica, 534. 
Graculus, 42. 
graculus (Oorvus), 43. 
graculus (Fregilus), 43. 
Graminicola, 381. 
Grammatoptila, 102. 
grandis (iEthiopsar), 541, 
grandis (Dissemurus), 
325. 

Grasshopper-W arblers, 
351. 

Grass- Warblers, 380, 384. 
Graucalus, 496. 
gravivox (Pomatorhinus), 
125. 

griffitbii (Parus), 56. 
grimmi (Lanius), 459. 
griseiceps (Oriniger), 257. 
griseiceps (Turdus), 82. 
griseifrons (Abrornis), 
429. 

griseigularis (Pericroco- 
tus), 486. 

griseigularis (Pyctorbis), 
139. 

snsfiuB (Acndotheres), 
539. 

griseus (Crateropus), 112. 


gularis (Argya), 107. 
gularis (Oriniger), 259. 
gularis (Garrulax), 81. 
gularis (Garrulus), 38. 
gularis (Mixorms), 168. 
gularis (Pycnonotus), 289. 
gularis (Scaorhynchus), 
69. 

gularis (Tephrodornis), 
474. 

gularis (Yubina), 211. 
guttata (Stachyrbis), 155. 
guttata (Thringorhina), 
155. 

guttaticollis (Paradoxor- 
nis), 62. 

guttatus (Turdinus), 155. 
gutturalis (Oriniger), 256. 
Gypsophila, 149. 

bsemorrhous (MolpasteB), 
268. 

baplonotus (Machlolo- 
pbus), 56. 

hardwiekii (OhloropBis), 
236. 

hardwiekii (Lanius), 462. 
Hemipus, 471. 
bemispila (ITucifraga),41. 
Hemixus, 263. 
bendersonii (Lusciniop- 
sis), 354. 

Herbivocula, 399. 
Herpornis, 219. 
Heteromorpha, 63. 
Heterorbynobus, 336. 
Hilarocichla, 243. 
hildebrandi (Hemixus), 
264. 

himalayana (Oertbia), 
329. 

bimalayanus (Licrurus), 
314. 

bimalayanus (Fregilus), 
43. 

bimalayanus (Oriolus), 
507. 

himalayensis (Dendro- 
citta), 32. 

himalayensis (Regulus), 
345. 

himalayensis (Sitta), 300. 
hodgsoni (Oallene), 190. 
hodgsoni (Certhia), 329. 
bod|soni (Pbyllornis), 

hodgsoni (Prinia), 376. 
hodgsoni (Tickellia), 432. 
Hodgsonius, 189. 
homalura(Oisticola), 374. 
homeyeri (Lanius), 461. 


Horeites, 440. 

Horornis, 434. 
borsfieldi (Myiopboneus), 
180. 

horsfieldii (Pomato- 
rbinus), 119. 
borsfieldii (Timalia), 137. 
hottentotta (Obibia), 320. 
bumii (Lophophanes), 58. 
humii (Molpastes), 274. 
humii (Piiylloscopus), 
410. 

bumii (Sphenoeichla). 
336. 

bumii (Sturnus), 520. 
bumii (Suthora), 64. 
bumilis (Ixulus), 218. 
bumilis (Prinia), 375. 
buttoni (Malacocercus), 
106. 

byperytbra (Argya), 109. 
hyperythra (Brachy- 
pteryx), 188. 
hyperythra (Dumetia), 

hyperythrus (Drymo- 
ehares), 187. 
Hypoeolius, 250, 
Hypolais, 390. 
bypoleuca (Timalia), 137. 
hypoleucos (Lanius), 462. 
bypoleucus (Pomato- 
rbinus), 126. 
Hypsipetes, 259. 

A 

Ianthocincla, 84. 
icterica (Iole), 283- 
icterocepbala (Ohlor- 
opsis), 237. 

Iduna, 391. 

igneitincta (Miula), 245. 
igneus (Pericroeotus), 
484. 

ignotincta (Minla), 245. 
ignotum (Pellomeum), 
144. 

imberbis (Pomato- 
rbinus), 125. 
imbricatum (Trochalo- 
pterum), 102. 
immaoulata (Nucifraga), 
41. 

immodestus (Pericro- 
cotus), 490. 

impudicus (Anomalo- 
corax), 20. 

impudiens (Oorvus), 20. 
incognita (Sturnia), 536. 
indicus (Oriolus), 502. 
indicus (Pbylloscopus), 
404. 
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indicus (Sturnus), 520. 
in ffli si fP om atorhinus) p 
127. 

innominata (Campo- 
pbaga), 493. 
innotata (Iora), 228. 
inomata (Prinia), 452. 
inquieta (Scotocerca), 
432. 

insidiator (Lanius), 514. 
insignia (Drymoipus), 
451. 

insolens (Corvus), 21. 
insularis (Buehanga), 316. 
intensior (Pericrocotus), 
486. 

intermedia (Eulabes), 
511. 

intermedia (Tribura), 
363. 

intermedia (Volvocivora), 

493. 

intermedium (Pellor- 
neum), 141. 

intermedius (Corvus), 17. 
intermedius (Dicrurus), 
310. 

intermedius (Molpastes), 
272. 

intermedius (Pteruthius), 
227* 

Iole, 282. 

Iora, 228. 

iora (Phcenioomanes), 
228. 

iosebistus (iEgithaliscus), 
52. 

Irena, 239. 
irwini (Calomis), 514. 
isabeUina (Oeblepyris), 
250. 

isabellinus (Lanius), 467. 
Ixops, 203. 

Ixos, 289, 291. 

Ixulus, 216. 

Jackdaw, 22. 
javanensis (Eulabes), 512. 
javensis (Phyllornis),238. 
Jays, 37. 

jerdoni (Cbloropsis), 238. 
jerdoni (Oryptolopha), 
425. 

jerdoni (Parus), 56. 
jerdoni (Prinia), 453. 
ierdoni (Sylvia), 395. 
jerdoni (Timelia), 132. 
jerdoni (Trochalo- 
pterum), 99. 
jerdonii (Merva), 175. 
jocosa (Otocompsa), 276. 


kasbmirensis (Sitta), 303. 
Kelaartia, 296. 
kbasiana (Suya), 446. 
kundoo (Oriolus), 504. 

lafresnayii (Aetho- 
rhynohus), 228. 
labtora (Lanius), 459. 
lanceolata (Looustella), 
353. 

lanceolatus (Gl-arrulus), 
38. 

languida (Hypolais), 391. 
Laniidse, 455. 

Laniinse, 456. 

Lanius, 457. 

Larvivora, 181. 
lateralis (Zosterops), 215. 
Laticilla, 379. 
Laugbing-Thrusbes, 71. 
lawrencii (Oorvus), 14. 
layardi (Graucalus), 496. 
Layardia, 109. 
lazulina (Ohloropsis), 237. 
Leiotbrix, 221. 
lepida (Prinia), 448. 
Leptopcecile, 246. 
leucocephala (Graculi- 
pica), 536. 

leucocepbalus (Hypsi- 
petes), 262. 

leucogaster (Artamus), 

leucogaster (Garrulax), 
79. 

leucogaster (Pomato- 
rbinus), 116. 
leucogastra (Dendro- 
citta), 31. 

leucogenys (iEgitha- 
liscus), 51. 

leucogenys (Dicrurus), 

leucogenys (Molpastes), 
272. 

leucolopbus (Garrulax), 
77. 

leucopbaeus (Dicrurus), 
317. 

leucopsis (Sitta), 306. 
leucoptera (Pica), 24. 
leucopterus (Platys- 
murus), 37. 

leueopygialis (Artamus), 

leueopygialis (Dicrurus), 

leucorbyncbus (Arta- 
mus), 499. 

leucotis (Garrulus), 39. 
leucotis (Molpastes), 273. 


levaillantii (Corvus), 17. 
lineatum (Trocbalo- 
pterum), 101. 
Lioparus, 174. 

Lioptila, 195. 

Liotbrix, 221. 
Liotrichinae, 220. 
Looustella, 351. 
locustelloides (Choet- 
ornis), 388. 

longicauda (Ortbotomus), 
366. 

longicaudat-a (Urocicbla), 
340. 

longicaudatus (Dicru- 
rus), 314. 

longicaudatus (Drymoi- 
pus), 152. 

longirostris (Argya), 109. 
longus (Dierourus), 313. 
Lophopbanes, 57. 
lophorbinus (Dissemu- 
rulus), 322. 

lucionensis (Lanius), 469. 
lugubris (Acantho- 
pneuste), 417. 
lugubris (Campepbaga), 
492. 

Lusoiniola, 369. 
lutea (Liotbrix), 221. 
luteiventris (Tribura), 
364. 

luteolus (Pycnonotus), 
290. 


macclellandi (Garrulax), 
81. 

macclellandi (Hemixus), 
265. 

macclellandi (Pomato- 
rbinus), 125. 
Machlolophus, 54. 
macii (Graucalus), 496. 
macrocercus (Dicrurus), 
312. J 

macroptera (Bracby- 
pteryx), 153. 
macrorbyncha (Corone), 

macrorbynchus (Acro- 
cepbalus), 360. 
macrorbynchus (Corvus), 


maerurus (Oriolus), 503. 
maculicollis (Ortboto- 
mus), 367. 

maculipennis (Pbyllo- 
scopus), 406. 
magna (Sitta), 303. 
magnirostre (Malaco- 
pterum), 151. 
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magnirostris (Acantho- 
pneusLe), 415. 
magnirostris (Alcippe), 
158. 

magjpiirostris (Lanins), 

magnirostris (Psilo- 
rhinus), 26. 

magnirostris (Urocissa), 

magnum (Malaco- 
pterum), 151. 

Magpies, 23. 
mahrattensis (Pastor), 
539. 

Mainatus, 510. 
major (Horornis) 438. 
major (Phcenicura), 185. 
major (Tribura), 362. 
majus (Malaoopteron), 

. 151. 

malabarica (Ohloropsis), 
235. 

malabarioa (Stumia),527. 
malabarieus (Dissemu- 
rus), 325. 

malabarieus (Malaeocer- 
cus), 110. 

malabarieus (Parus), 487* 
malabaroides (Dissemu- 
rus), 325. 

malaecensis (Iole), 283. 
Malaoias, 196. 
Malacocercus, 105, 110. 
Malacopterum, 150. 
malacoptilus (Eimator), 
175. 

malayensis (Ohaptia), 
318. 

maloolmi (Argya), 108. 
mandeilii (Oertliia), 330. 
mandellii (Pellorneum), 
140. 

mandellii (Phylloscopus), 
411. 

mandellii (Schceniparus), 
169. 

mandellii (Tribura), 365. 
Mango-birds, 500. 
manipurensis (iEgitha- 
liscus), 51. 

manipurensis (Certhia), 

manipurensis (Oistieola), 
374. 

marise (Pomatorhinus), 

121 . 

Marsh-Warbler, 383. 
media (Pica), 24. 
megaloptera (Piea), 25. 
Megalurus, 382. 


melanicfcerus (Pycno- 
notus), 288. 

melanoeepbala (Cisti- 
oola), 372. 

melanooephalus (Mioro- 
pus), 294. 

melanocephalus(Oriolus), 

506. 

melanocephalus (Pycno- 
notus), 278. 
Melanoohlora, 241. 
melanoleuca (Lioptila), 
198. 

melanolophus (Lopho- 
phanes), 57. 

melanopogon (Lusein- 
iola), 369. 

melanops (Abromis), 
430. 

melanoptera (Campo- 
phaga), 492. 

melanosohista (Campo- 
phaga), 491. 

melanosternus (Acrido- 
theres), 538. 

melanostigma (Trocha- 
lopterum), 92. 
melanothorax (Lalage), 
494. 

melanotis (Garrulax), 80. 
melanotis (Pteruthius), 
226. 

melanura (Campophaga), 
492. 

melanura (Omclosoma), 
96. 

melanurum (Troehal- 
opterum), 97. 
melanurus (Pomato- 
rhinus), 118. 
melaschistus (Volvoci- 
vora), 491. 

menzbieri (Sturnus), 522. 
meridional© (Trochalo- 
pterum), 100. 
meridionalis (Calamo- 
dyta), 356. 

merulina (Staetoeiehla), 
104. 

Mesia, 244. 

Mesomyodi, 5. 

Micropus, 294. 
miniatus (Perioroeotus), 
484. 

Minivets, 477. 

Mmla, 245. 

minor (Dicrurus), 313. 
minor (Lanius), 459. 
minor (Parus), 48. 
minor (Sturnus), 522. 
minor (Triehastoma), 146. 


minula (Sylria), 398. 
minus (Pellorneum), 
141. 

minuscula (Sylvia), 398. 
minutus (Perioroeotus), 
485. 

minutus (Tricbophorus), 
258. 

Mixornis, 166. 
modestus (Perioroeotus), 
489. 

modestus (Beguloides), 
409. 

modestus (Sylviparus), 
53. 

Molpastes, 267. 
monedula (Oorvus), 22. 
moniliger (Garrulax), 
81. 

monticola (Otocompsa), 
276. 

monticola (Parus), 49. 
motaeilloides (Pericro- 
cotus), 489. 

mouhoti (Buehanga), 
318. 

multimaculata (Nucifra- 
ga), 41. 

multipunctata (Nucifra- 
ga). 41. 

munipurensis (Suthora), 

66 . 

muraria (Tichodroma), 
334. 

murina (Myiothera), 
176. 

Myiophoneus, 178. 
Mynas, 516. 

Myzomis, 233. 

nagaensis (Pellorneum), 

nagaensis (Sitta), 302. 
nana (Sylvia), 396. 
nanus (Pycnonotus), 
206. 

nasalis (Pyctorhis), 138. 
nasutus (Lanius), 464. 
neglecta (Anorthura), 

neglecta (Campophaga), 

neglecta (Prinia), 451. 
neglecta (Sitta), 301. 
neglectus (Perioroeotus), 
484. 

neglectus (Phylloscopus), 
406. 

nemoricola (Sturnia), 
528. 

Neornis, 433. 
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nepalensis (Acantho- 
ptila), 386. 

nepalensis (Alcippe), 157. 
nepalensis (Anorthura), 

nepalensis (Certhia), 

nepalensis (Curia), 222. 
nepalensis (Drymo- 
chares), 188. 
nepalensis (Ixops), 203. 
nepalensis (Suthora), 

neumayeri (Sitta), 304. 
nieobarieus (Zosterops), 
214. 

nieobariensis (Iole), 
285. 

ni^errimus (Hypsipetes), 

nigrescens (Dicrurus), 
315. 

nigricapitatus (Drymo- 
cataphus), 145. 
nigriceps (Lanius), 463. 
nigriceps (Sibia), 196. 
nigriceps (Stacbyrhis), 

nigricollis (Graculipica), 
534. 

nigrifrons (Alcippe), 160. 
nigrifrons (Ehopocichla), 
160. 

nigrilutea (iEgithina), 

nigrimentum (Troclia- 
lopterum), 91. 
nigrimentum (Yuhina), 

nigripileus (Molpastes), 
270. 

nigrolutea (Iora), 232. 
nilgherriensis (Hypsi- 
pefces), 262. 

nipalense (Pellorneum), 
140. 

nipalensis (Alcurus), ' 

nipalensis (Parus), 47. 
nipalensis (Sitfca), 300. 
nipalensis (Suthora), 65. 
nitens (Sturnus), 520. 
nitidus (Acanthopneuste), 

nitidus (Orfchotomus), 
368. 

niveigularis (iEgithalis- 
cus), 52. 

nobilior (Sturnus), 523. 
nuohalis (Dryonastes), 
74. 


nuohalis (Garridax), 74. 
nuchalis (Parus), 49. 
nuohalis (Pomatorhinus), 

117. 

Nueifraga, 40. 
Nutcrackers, 40. 
Nuthatches, 298. 

obscura (Suya), 444. 
obscurus (Hemipus),473. 
obscurus (Pomatorhinus), 
120 . 

obsoleta (Hypolais), 393. 
occipitalis (Acantho- 
pneuste), 418. 
occipitalis (Ixulus), 217. 
occipitalis (TJrocissa), 26. 
occipitalis (Yuhina), 212. 
ocellata (Ianthocincla), 
84. 

ochraceiceps (Pomatorhi- 
nus), 123. 

oohraceus (Oriniger), 256. 
ochrocephalus (Trachy- 
comus), 281. 
oglei (Actinodura), 156. 
oglei (Actinura), 156. 
,oglii (Thringorhina), 156. 
Oligura, 193. 

.olivacea (Iole), 284. 
olivaceum (Malacopte- 
ron), 154. 

olivaceus (Arundinax), 
390. 

olivaceus (Microtarsus), 
293. 

olivaceus(Pomatorliinus) , 

118. 

olivaceus (Mixornis), 146- 
omalura (Oisticola), 374. 
orientalis (Acrocephalus), 
357. 

orientalis (Cettia), 441. 
orientalis (Lalage), 495. 
orientalis (Malacocer- 
cus), 1 10. 

Orioles, 500. 

Oriolidie, 500. 

Oriolus, 500. 

Orites, 50. 
ornata (Cissa), 29, 
orphea (Sylvia), 395. 
Orthorhinus, 126. 
Orthotomus, 366. 
Otocoinpsa, 275. 

pagodarura (Temenu- 
chus), 533. 

pallida (Crypsirhina), 30. 
pallida (Hypolais), 392. 
pallidipes(Horomis),437. 


pallidus (Horornis), 436, 
palliseri (Elaphromis), 
191. 

palpebrosa (Zosterops), 

palustre (Pellorneum), 
143. 

palustris (Acrocephalus), 
356. 

palustris (Megalurus), 
383. 

paradiseus (Dissemurus), 
325. 

Paradoxornis, 61. 
Paradoxornithinte, 60. 
Parinse, 45. 

Parus, 46. 

Passeres, 2. 

Pastor, 518. 

pectoralis (Garrulax), 80. 
pectoralis (Pellorneum), 
140. 

Pellorneum, 139. 
pellotis (Acanthoptila), 
386. 

pelvieus (Tephrodomis), 
473. 

penicillata (Kelaartia), 
297. 

peregrinus (Pericrocotus), 
487. 

Pericrocotus, 477. 
perniger (Hypsipetes), 

persicus (Parus), 46. 
personata (Otocompsa), 
287. 

phaeocephala (Alcippe), 
158. 

phaeocephalus (Alopho- 
ixus), 259. 

phaeocephalus (Oriniger), 
259. 

phaeocephalus (Micro- 
pus), 296. 

phayrii (Alcippe), 158. 
phayrii (Pomatorhinus), 
121 . 

phoeniceum (Trochalopte- 
rum), 93. 

phcenicuroides (Hodgso- 
nius), 190. 

phoenicuroides (Lanius), 
468. 

phGenicurus(Lanius),468. 
Phyllergates, 439. 
Pbyllopneuste, 391, 404, 
412. 

Phyllomis, 234. 
Phylloscopus, 400. 

Pica, 23. 
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pica (Oorvus), 24. 
picaoides (Sibia), 195. 
picata (Sibia), 198. 
picatus (Feraipus), 471. 
picatus (Thamnocata- 
phus), 135. 

pioticollis (Garrulax), 

81. 

pileata (Timelia), 132. 
Pinarocichla, 279. 
pinwiUi (Pomatorhinus), 

Platylophus, 476. 
Platysmurus, 36. 
platyura (Schcenicola), 

plumbeiceps (Stapbidia), 
206. 

plumbeitarsus (Acantho- 
pneuste), 414. 
plumosus (Pycnonotus), 
292. 

Pnoepyga, 342. 

Podoces, 40. 
poiocephala (Alcippe), 
158. 

poiocepbalus (Brachypo- 
dius), 296. 

poioicephaia (Tbimalia), 
158. 

poliocopIiaJ a fFrinis)^ 
377, 450. 

poHogaster (Stacbyrbis), 

polio|enys(Oryptolopba), 

Poliopsar, 524. 
polioptera (Campo- 
pbaga), 493. 
poliotis (Sutbora), 65. 
pollicaris (Horeites), 
441. 

poltaratzskii (Stumus), 
523. 

Pomatorhinus, 115. 
pondicerianus (Tephro- 
domis), 475. 

porjjhyronotus (Stumus), 

prsscognitus (Stacbyris), 
164. 

presb^tis (Phylloscopus), 

Prinia, 447. 

Proparus, 173. 
proregulus (Phyllosco- 
pus), 408. 

Psaroglossa, 248. 


pseudocorone (Oorvus), 

Psilorhinus, 26. 
Pterutbius, 223. 
ptilogenys (Eulabes), 

puella (Oissa), 29. 
puella (Irena), 240. 
pulchella (Lioptila), 200. 
pulcher (Phylloscopus), 
407. 

pulcberrimus (Pericro- 
cotus), 484. 

pulcbrala (Abrornis), 
407. 

punctata (Elachura), 339. 
punctatus (Troglodytes), 
339. 

purpurascens (Stumus), 

pusilla (Pnoepyga), 343. 
pusillus (Faematomis), 
268. 

pusillus (Pycnonotus), 
293. 

Pycnonotus, 285. 
Pyctorhis, 137. 
py|aeus^ (Pycnonotus), 

pygmseus (Molpastes), 


260. 
yol. i. 


Pyrrhocorax, 44. 
pyrrhocorax (Fregilus), 
44. 

pyrrhocyanea (Oissa), 29. 
pyrrhops (Dicrurus), 
314. 

pyrrhops (Stachyrhidop- 
sis), 165. 

pyrrbotis (Ixos), 276. 
pyrrbura (Myzornis), 
233. 

raraa (Hypolais), 391. 
ramsayi (Actinodura), 
202 . 

Ratitse, 1. 

Baven, 14. 
Reed-Warblers, 355. 
Regulidae, 344. 
Eeguloides, 407. 
reguloides (Pbyllo- 
pneuste), 419. 

Regulus, 344. 
regulus (Motacilla), 344. 
religiose (Eulabes), 510. 
remifer (Bbringa), 324. 
rex-^>ineti (Graucalus), 

Ehopocicbla, 159. 


Rimator, 175. 
roberti (Sphenocichla), 
336. 

roberti (Turdinulus), 176. 
robusta (Drvmoica), 451. 
Rook, 18. 

roseus (Pastor), 518. 
roseus (Pericrocotus), 

486. 

rostratum (Trichostoma), 
153. 

rubescens (Locustella), 

352. 

rubicapillus (Mixomis), 
167. 

rubidiventris (Lopbo- 
pbanes), 58. 

rubiginosus (Drymocata- 
pbus), 145. 

rubiginosus (Malacocer- 
cus), 109. 

rubiginosus (Pomatorhi- 
nus), 120. 

Rubigula, 278. 
rubineus (Brachypus), 
289. 

rubricapillus (Mixornis), 
167. 

rubro-limbatus (Pericro- 
cotus), 485. 
rufa (Dendrocitta), 30. 
rufa (Sylvia), 395. 
rufescens (Crateropus), 
114. 

rufescens (Drymoipus), 
451. 

rufescens (Franklinia), 
377. 

ruficapillum (Trochalo- 
pteron), 90. 
ruficeps (Ortbotomus), 
368. 

ruficeps (Pellomeum), ; 
141. 

ruficeps (Scaeorbyncbus), ^ 

68 . 

ruficeps (Stachyrhidop- 
sis), 164. 

ruficeps (Sutbora), 67. 
ruficollis (Oisticola), 372. 
ruficollis (Dryonastes), 

73. 

ruficollis (Garrulax), 73. ‘ 
ruficollis (Pomatorhinus), 
122 . 

rufifrons (Bracbypteryx), 
188. 

rufifrons (Stachyrhidop- 
sis), 165. 

rufigenis (Stapbidia), 206. 
2 o 
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rufigularis (Ianthocin- 
cla), 86. 

rufigularis (Schcenipa- 
rus), 170. 

rufimenta (Cinclosoma), 

86 . 

rufinuehalis (Lopho- 
phanes), 58. 
rufiventer (Pteruthius), 
243. 

rufiventris (Brachypte- 
ryx), 185. 

rufiventris (Callene), 185. 
rufiventris (Hilarocicbla), 
243. 

rufogulare (Trocbalopte- 
ron), 36. 

rafula (Prinia), 376. 
rufulus (Gampsorhyn- 
- cbus), 135. 
rupicola (Sitta), 305. 
rustica (Pica), 24. 
rutilus (Pericrocotus), 
481. 

Salpornis, 332. 
salvadorii (Pycnonotus), 
293. 

sanguinifrons (Dicaeum), 
247. 

sannio rDryonastes), 76. 
sannio (Garrulax), 76. 
Saroglossa, 248. 
saturata (Campophaga), 
493. 

saturata (Lioptila), 200. 
Scffiorbynchus, 68. 
soalenura (Oettia), 441. 
scapularis (Iora), 231. 
schacb (Lanius), 465. 
scbisticeps (Abrornis), 
430. 

scbisticeps (Pomatorhi- 
nus), 116. 

sobistilatus (Horeites), 
440. 

Schcenicola, 384. 
schcenicola (Cisticola), 
374. 

Scbceniparus, 168. 
schcenobsenus (Acroce- 
phalus), 356. 
scnwarzi (Herbivocula), 
399. 

Scimitar Babblers, 115. 
Seotocerca, 432. 
Sedge-Warbler, 369. 
seebobmi (Phylloscopus), 
415. 

senes (Sturnomis), 534. 


sericea (Oettia), 441. 
sericea (Horeites), 437. 
seriopbrys (Parus), 53. 
setifer (Trochalopteron), 
102 . 

setifera (Cinclosoma), 

101 . 

sharpii (Oorvus), 20. 
Short-wings, 184. 
Shrike-Babblers, 124. 
Shrikes, 455. 

Shrike-Tits, 223. 
siamensis (Acridotheres), 
541. 

siamensis (Zosterops), 
216. 

Sibia, 195. 

Sibiinae, 194. 
simile (Trochalopterum), 
96. 

simplex (Pycnonotus), 

simplex (Zosterops), 215. 
sindianus (Phylloscopus), 
406. 

sinensis (Cissa), 28. 
sinensis (Dendrooitta), 
33. 

sinensis (Pyctorhis), 137. 
sinensis (Sturnia), 526. 
sinensis (Urocissa), 26. 
Sitta, 299. 

Sittidse, 298. 

Sittiparus, 171. 

Siva, 207. 

socialis (Prinia), 379. 
socialis (Prinia), 450. 
Solaris (Pericrocotus), 
485. 

somervillii (Crateropus), 
113. 

sonneratii (Phyllornis), 
238. 

so^bise (Leptopcecile), 

sordid'a (Siva), 210. 
sordidus (Pericrocotus), 
490. ‘ 

speciosus (Corvus), 28. 
speeiosus (Pericrocotus), 
479. 

speculigerus (Lanius), 
468. 

Sphenociehla, 335. 
spilonota (Salpornis), 
333. 

spilonotus (Machlo- 
lopbus), 54. 

spilogtera (Psaroglossa), 


Spizixus, 280. 
splendens (Oorvus), 20. 
splendens (Sturnus), 

520. 

Spodiopsar, 524. 
Spotted-wing, 249. 
squamata (Pnoepyga), 

squamatum (Trocba- 
lopterum), 96. 
squamiceps (Urosphena), 
442. 

Stacbyrbidopsis, 164. 
Stachyrhis, 161. 
Stactocichla, 104. 
Staphidia, 205. 

Starlings, 516. 

Starlings, Glossy, 514. 
stellatus (Drymochares), 
187. 

stenorhynchus (Pomato- 
rbinus), 124. 
stentoreus (Acrocepha- 
lus), 356. 

stewarti (Prinia), 450. 

(Dicrurus), 

stoliczkae (Cortbia), 332. 
stoliczkae (Oettia), 441. 
stoliczkae (Stoliczkana), 
24b. 

straminea (Locustella), 
354. 

streperus (Acrocephalus), 
356. 

strepitans (Garrulax), 83. 
striata (Oorythocicbla), 
148. 

striata (Grammatoptila), 
103. 

striata (Staphidia), 206. 
striatulus (Blanfordius), 
445. 

striatus (Alcurus), 266. 
striatus (Ohaetornis), 
388. 

striatus (Crateropus), 

112 . 

striatus (JHelizophilus), 
433. 

stridulus (Pomato- 
rhinus), 122. 
strigatus (Turdus), 514. 
strigula (Siva), 208. 
Sturnia, 525. 

Sturnidae, 576. 
stumina (Sturnia), 530. 
fltuminus (Agropsar), 
530. 

Stumopastor, 542. 
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Sturnornis, 533. 

Sturnus, 519. 
subcaerulatus (Dryo- 
nastes), 76. 

subcaerulatus (Garrulax), 
76. 

subniger (Eypsipetes), 

subochraceum (Pellor- 
neum), 142. 
subrufa (Argya), 109. 
subfflgnata (Locustella), 

subunicolor (Trochalo- 
pterurn), 94. 
subviridis (Parus), 54. 
subviridis (Phylloscopus), 

Sultan-bird, 241. 
sultanea (Melanochlora), 
241. 

sumatranus (Oriniger), 
257. 

smnatrensis (Graucalus), 
498. 

superciliaris (Abrornis), 
429. 

Superciliaris (Larvivora), 
182. 

superciliaris (Sturno- 
pastor), 543. 
superciliaris (Suya), 447. 
superciliaris (Xipho- 
rhamphus), 128. 
superciliosus (Lanius), 
469. 

superciliosus (Phyllo- 
scopus), 409. 

Suthora, 63. 

sutorius (Orthotomus), 
366. 

Suya, 443. 

Swallow-Shrikes, 498. 
sykesi(Oampophaga),493. 
sykesii (Malacocercus), 
113. 

sylvatica (Prinia), 451. 
Sylvia, 394. 

sylvicola (Tephrodornis), 
474. 

Sylviid®, 346. 
Sylviparus, 53. 
syriaca (Sitta), 304. 


taczanowskia (Tribura), 
363. 

tssniura (Oerthia), 329. 
Tailor-birds, 366. 
Talking-Mynas, 509. 


tectirostris (Bhringa), 
324. 

Temenuchus, 532. 
temmincki (Myiopho- 
neus), 178. 

Temnoris, 66. 

Temnurus, 37. 
temporalis (Locustella), 

tenellipes (Acantho- 
pneuste), 416. 
tenuiceps (Abrornis), 410. 
tenuirostris (Oorvus), 17. 
tenuirostris (Oriolus), 
503. 

tephroeephala (Crypto- 
lopha), 423. 
Tephrodornis, 473. 
tephronota (Sitta), 305. 
tephronotus (Lanius), 
465. 

terat (Oampophaga), 
495. 

terricolor (Orateropus), 

111 . 

terricolor (Drymoipus), 
452. 

terricolor (Pastor), 110. 
Tesia, 191. 

thibetanus (Oorvus), 14. 
thoracica (Tribura), 363. 
Tbringorhina, 155. 
tibetana (Pica), 24, 25. 
Tichodroma, 334. 
tickelli (Drymocataphus), 
146. 

tickelli (Hemixus), 265. 
tickelli (Pomatorhinus), 
127. 

Tickellia, 431. 
tigrinus (Lanius), 470. 
Timelia, 131. 

Timeliinse, 129. 
tiphia (JEgithma), 230. 
Tit-Babblers, 168. 

Tits, 45. 

torquatus (Gampsorbyn- 
chus), 136. 
Trachycomus, 281. 
traillii (Oriolus), 508. 
Tree-pies, 30. 

Tribura, 361, 
Tricholestes, 257. 
Trichostoma, 153. 
tristis (Acridotheres), 
537. 

tristis (Oriniger), 279. 
tristis (Phylloscopus), 
403. 

Trochalopterum, 87. 


trochiloides (Acanthiza), 
419. 

trochiloides (Acantho- 
pneuste), 419. 
trochiloides (Reguloides), 
419. 

Trypanocorax, 18. 
turdina orientalis (Sali- 
caria), 357. 

Turdinulus, 176. 

Turdinus, 153. 
typhia (Iora), 230. 
tytleri (Oalornis), 514. 
tytleri (Oisticola), 372. 
tytleri (Phylloscopus), 
402. 

umbratilis (Napothera), 
153. 

umbrinus (Oorvus), 15. 
unicolor (Pnoepyga), 
342. 

unicolor (Sturnus), 520. 
unicolor (Suthora), 64. 
Urocichla, 340. 

Urocissa, 25. 
urogygialis (Garrulax), 

Urosphena, 442. 

vagabunda (Ooracias), 30. 
valida (Drymoica), 451. 
varians (Orypsirhina), 
35. 

variegatum (Trochalo- 
pterurn), 95. 
venatoria (Oissa), 28. 
verreauxi (Megalurus), 
381. 

vidua (Yolvocivora), 493. 
vigorsii (Garrulus), 38. 
vinipectus (Proparus), 
173. 

virescens (Iole), 284. 
virgatum (Trochalo- 
pterum), 100. 
viridanus (Acantho- 
pneuste), 414. 
viridescens (Iole), 284. 
viridipennis (Phyllosco- 
pus), 419. 

viridis (Ohloropsis), 238. 
viridissima (JEgithina), 
231. 

vittatus (Lanius), 462. 
volitans (Oisticola), 373. 
Yolvocivora, 491. 
vulgaris (Sturnus), 521. 

waldeni (Buchonga), 314. 
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waideni (Ixops), 204. 
Wall-creeper, 334. 
wallaeei (Buchanga), 
318 

Warbiers, 346. 
Warbler-Tit, 246. 
Whistling-Thrushes, 

178. 

White-eyes, 213. 
williamsoni (Turdinus), 
149. 

wrayi . (Pericrocotus), 
485. 

Wrens, 327. 
Wren-Warblers, 375. 


Xanthixus, 274, 

xanthochlora (Erpornis), 
219. 

xanthochloris (Pteru- , 
thiua), 227. 

xantbogenys (Machlo- 
lophus), 55. 

xantholsemus (Pycnono- 
tus), 289. 

xantholeuca (Herpomis), 
219. 

xanthonotus (Oriolus), 
505. 

xanthorrhous (Pycnono- 
tus), 286. 


xanthoschista (Cryptolo- 
pha), 425. 

xanthotis (Aethorhyn- 
ohus), 229. 

Xiphorhamphus, 128. 

Yuhina, 211. 
yunnanensiB(Hypsipetes), 


zeyloniea (Motacilla), 
230. 

Zosterops, 213. 
zosterops (Ohloropsis), 
238. 
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